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iiUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 


Essex  Meeting. — It  was  my  intentNm 
to  h.ive  published,  this  week,  my  Fifth 
Letter  to  the  People  qf  Hampshire,  con- 
taining a  pi-actjcal  view  of  the  sort  qf 
JEUforta  in  the  House  of  Commons,  .which 
n  so  manifestly  wanted,  and  which  is  so 
loudly  called  for  by  atl  the  un/corrupted 
part  of  the  nation  ;  but,  there  are  several 
other  topics,  which  will  not  well  admit  of 
delay,  amongst  which  is  the  late  Meeting  in 
the  County  of  Es^ex;  which  will,  indeed, 
be  found ,  to  be  very  closely  connected 
with  the  subject  of  Reform,  but  which  it 
iroufd  not  be  desirable  to  introduce  into 
the  series  of  Letters  devoted  exclusively 
to  the  discussion  of  that  subject.  Next 
week^  antj  the  week  after,  I  intend  to  pub^ 
lishtwo  LeiievH,  addressed  to  the  King,  upon 
awbjects  of  the  greatest  importance  to  him 
as  well  as  to  his  people,  and  in  which 
Letiers  I  shall,  I  am  convinced,  state  such 
facts  as  will  surprize  and  fill  with  indig- 
nation all  those  who  do  not  profit  from 

the  monstrous  abuses  I  shall  develope. 

At  page  1010  of  the  foregoing  volume, 
will  be  found  two  very  interesting  docu- 
ments relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  SHE- 
RIFF of  Essex,  who  refiised  to  call  a  County 
Meeting,  ^rst,  upon  the  ground  '  of  the 
subscribers  not  having  designated  them- 
Bclyes  freeholders,  and  ot  the  inhabitants  hav- 
ing been  sumQioned  as  well  as  the  free- 
holders ;  and,  second  (when  the  6rst  ob- 
jection was  removed)  upon  the  ground  of 
^'  an  application  conveyed  to  him.lrom  a 
^  great  number  of  persons,  ia  various  parts 
''of  the  county,  expressing  an  opinion, 
''that  such  Meeting  was  unnecessary  and 
*f  inexpedient.*'  -  In  jny  last,  1.  observed 
upon  (he' effect  of  condatt. like  this,  if  It 
was  peiinitted  to  have  $iny  weight  in  pre- 
yenting  meetings  of  the  people.  If  it  was 
necesj^ary  to  have  the  assent  o|^  the  Sheriff 
to  hold  a  meeting  of  the  peoplis^  it  -is 
ljianife8t>  that  there  wouk)  b6  no  meetings, 
exc^fU  such  as  were  heliJ  at  the  desire,  or 
comm|;nilj.  of  the  ministry^  the  Sheriff 
being,  boir-a-days,  app&iiHed^  in  fact,  by 
{bfi  Dai}isbry>  who^  ot  cburse^  tafea  cart  to 


— ' [3 

appoint  to  that  office  none  but  those  who' 
are  decidedly  of  their  own  politics,  aud,^ 

indeed,  who  are  their  own  pariizans. 

The  Meeting  in  Essex,  owing  to  the  good 
sense  and  resolution  c^f  the  gentlemen 
and  yeomen  of  the  county,  and  especially 
owing  to  the  perseverance  of  Mr.  Bur-' 
COYNE,  did,  however,  take  place,  on  Satur- 
day las',  the  J  St  instant ;  and,  from  all 
that  I  Ctin  learn  of  it,  it  appears  to  havtt 
been  one  of  thd  most  respectable,  as  well  as 
most  numerous  meetings,  which  has  beea 

held  in  the  kingdom. The  Resolutions 

which  were  passed,  will  be  found,  under 
the.proper  head,  in  another  part  of  thi;* 
sheet.  The  discussion  of  them  seems  i^i 
have  been  very  animated  and  able  ;  and, 
it  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  see  that 
5«'  Henry  MUdmay  was  in  the  chair.  Hig 
conduct  will  be  gieatly  blamed  by  th«  * 
venal  tribe  in  Hampshire,  and  particularly 
by  the  political  parsons,  who  will,  I  daru 
say,  take  off  t'other  bottle  in  drinking  to 
his  perdition ;  but,  even  upon  principles 
of  self-preservation,  he  is  evidently  right. 
If,  indeed,  the  chances  were  great  against 
his  liviYi^  niore  than  a  couple  of  years,  it 
might  be  thought  hardly  worth  while  to 
give  himself  any  trouble  aljout  a  Reform 
of  the  Parliament ;  but  having,  in  all  pro% 
bability,  forty  or  fifty  years  to  live,  and  a 
family  to  bring  into  the  w6rld  and  to  sup- 
port, and  not  having  in  view  any  means 
of  getting  back  agsun,  in  place  or  pension^ 
any  portion  of  t\'hdt  is  taken  from  him  in  ' 
taxes;  thus  situated,  and  foreseeing,  at 
every  man,  in  ,his  senses,  must  foresee, 
that,  if  this  system  of  taxation  go  on,  th# 
property  will,  in  the  course  of  another 
twenty  or  thirty  years,  all  pass  from  tha 
hands  of  the  St.  Johns  and  the  Mildmay* 
into  those  of  the  Huskissons,  the  RobeVt 
Wards, ,  the  Cannings  and  the  Hunns  ; 
foreseeing  this,  and  desirotrs  to  be  able  to 
keep  a  horse  to  ride  »»  long  as  he  lives,  ha 
must  naturally  wish  for  such  a  Reform  in 
Pariiamtnt  as  will  prevent  the  said  trans- 
fer of  property,  or,  rather,  put  a  stop  to  it, 
the.  thing  beih^  actually. now  goinsf  on. 
Only  obaerve  how  i^  vj^orks.  Sir  llcnry 
Mildmay  pay*  500/.  a  year,  for  ijjstanct, 
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in  prapnty-tax ;  that  is  to  say,  500/.  worth 
«f  his  property  is  tak«n  from  him  every 
yfear,  m  this  one  sort  of  tax  ;  and  the  two' 
HuKNS,  Mr.  Canning's  sisters,  take  off  just 
that  sum  annually,  and  are  so  to  take  it 
off  for  life,  unless  a  relbrmation  take  place. 
This  is  precisely  the  same  as  if  the  two 
Huuns  had  a  mortgage  upon  Sir  Henry*s 
esta^  to  the  principal  amount  of  10,000/. ; 
and,  must  he  not^  then,  be  a  downright  fool, 
as  to  his  own  plain  common-sense  interests, 
not  to  see,  that  a  Reform  would  be  a  good 
thing  ?  I  know  that  we  shall  be  told,  that 
it  is  not  Sir  Henry  alone,  who  pays  the 
Hunns  ;  but,  that,  according  to  our  means, 
we   all   contribute    towards   their   main- 
tenance, in  the  same  manner,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  a  parish    contribute   towards  the 
maintenance  of  paupers.     Very  true;  but, 
I  have  supposed  a  case  of  transfer  in  the 
shape  of  property  tax  only ;  and,   as  it  has 
been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  every 
reasonable  nun,  that  the  whole  of  that  tax 
may  be  saved,  it  matters  not  whether  we 
consider  Sir  Henry's  share  of  the  property, 
thus  taken  from  him,  as  being  distributed 
amongst  a  thousand  persons,   or  as  being 
all  transferred  to  two.     It  has  been  proved, 
that  the  whole  of  the  property  tax  might 
be  saved ;  the  pension  of  the  Hunns  would, 
most  assuredly,  form  one  of  the  objects  of 
curtailed  expence :    and,   therefore,   it  is 
quite  fair  to  consider  Sir  Henr^'^  Mildmay 
as  maintaining  the  two  Hunns.     So  that, 
whatevir  the  political   parsons  may  say ; 
however  they  may  lift  up  their  eyes  and 
hands  at  this  ''strange"  conduct  in  the 
young  Baronet ;  'however  deeply  they  may 
deplore  his  having  been  seduced  from  the 
good  path   in  which  they  hoped  to   have 
Jed  him,  and  from  those  principles  which 
would  have  enal)led  them  to  extract  half  a 
dozen  fet  bucks  from  him  every  season, 
together  with   the  suitable    accompani- 
ments; however  they  may,   when  they 
find  him  escaped  from  ttieir  clutches,  be- 
stow upon  him  their  curses  in  the  form  of 
blessings;  whatever  they  may  say,   and 
whatever  they  may  do,  he  will  hardly  be 
persuaded  to  abandon  his  present  line  of 
conduct.     In  vain  would  the  political  par- 
sons (who  are  all  well  patronized),   per- 
suade him,  that  they  share  with  him  in  the 
loss  of  property ;  that  they  pay  their  quota 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  Hunns; 
ibr,  he  cannot  ^l  to  perceive,  that  what 
the  church  loses  in  this  way  it  gains  in 
grams.     It  has  its  tythes  and  its  glebes 
and   its  estates  taxed ;  but,   it  comes  to 
parliai^eot^  as  it  has  dont  twice  xmthm  tJtesc 


four  years,  and  obtains  a  grftnt  from  the 
public  purse  to  make  up  for  what  it  pay* 
in  taxes.  Well  may  the  church  cry  out- 
against  those,  who  object  to  heavy  taxes, 
and  say :  "  toe  are  very  well  as' we  are." 
The  beneficed  clergy  are,  indeed,  very 
well;  because  most  of  them  have  livings 
heaped  upon  them ;  and,  because  tliey 
can  come  to  the  House  of  Commons  for 
grants  to  make  up  for  what  they  pay  in 
taxes ;  but  the  me  does  not  apply  to  the 
people,  who  are  compeHed  to  pay  the 
share  of  the  parsons  and  their  own  share 

too. The  Resolution,  respecting  Par- 

liamentary  Rcfonrit  which,  it  appears,  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Holt  White,  does  him 
and  the  mcethig  who  adopted  it  very  great 
honour.  There  are  few  men,  very  few  in- 
deed, better  qualified  for  such  a  task  than 
Mr.  White,  and  1  am  very  happy  to  sec, 
that  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  Essex.' 

1  state,  upon  unquestionable  authority ,^ 

that,  for  a  week  before  the  meeting,  a  hot 
canvass  had  been  carried  on  to  keep  peo- 
ple from  attending  it.  That  the  stewards 
of  placed  and  pensioned  latidlord^ ;  that 
Magistrates  artd  Militia  Officers,  Revenue 
Officers,  Stamp-Distributors,  and  all  thei 
numerous  swarm  employed  in  Uie  Barracks 
and  Contracts  of  various  descriptfons,  had 
been  on  the  alert  for  many  days  bcifortf 
the  meeting  took  place ;  but  that,  not- 
withstanding these  precautions;  the  Shire 
Hall  was  crowded,  and  also  the  great  en- 
trance to  it  as  far  as  any  one  conld  "hear' 

or  see. It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  thcr 

resolution  respecting  a  Reform  of  Parlia- 
ment received  fnore  applause  than  any  of 
the  rest.  This  was,  incfeed, quite  natural; 
but,  it  is  pleasing  to  find;  that  the  ca\ise  is 

every  where  so  well  understood. In 

Sussex,  it  is  said,  the  same  gstme  of  a  coim- 
ter-requisilion  (as  they  have  the  efiiontery 
to  call  it),  is  now  playing  to  prevent  ^ 
meeting,  and  that  their  Sheriff  too,  ha«- 
refusecC  under  this  pretence,  to  call  one^ 
buty  the  enemies  of  corruption  will,  dotibt-  ' 
less,  follow  the  exainpie  of  the  people  iri 
Essex,   and   call  a  meethig  without    the 

Sheriff. It  is  good  to  remark,  that   ini 

Sussex  as  well  as  in  Essex,  the  parry- mefl, 
on  both  kides,  are  equally  opposed  to  si 
meeting,  and  most  strongly  reprobate  th^ 

intention  to  call  one. Mr.  Burgovnd 

stated,  at  the  Essex  Meeting,  that  *th^ 
names  to  the  "  counter- requisition/*  h^ 
found,  upon  examination,  to  be,  in  many 
instances,  false.;  in  others,  improperly  ob- 
tained ;  some  by  the  abuse  of  flb^  tiericat 
cliarkoter  to  political  (i^o«ei6  HtHA  thtt^ 
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Koo^toa^iBthecfmrdtortt^ry.  The  CUcgy 
rtally  «ppe^  to  have  {hrown  v^w^y  the  sudh* 
bard.  They  -  ;in  to  have  made  up  their 
miods  rather  to  see  the  whole  thiiig  go  to 
wreck,  than  to  sailer  a  Reform  to  take  place. 
U  would,  perhaps,  not  be  difficult  to  find 
out  the  reason ;  but  be  the  reason  what  it 
mav,  tb/Q  fact  masifestly  is,  that,  of  all  Uie 
vanous  descriptions  who  dread  a  Reform  of 
the  parliament,  none  appear  to  dread  it  so 
fDuch  lA  the  Clergy.  But,. need  we  won- 
der at  this,  when  ve  see  how  Dr.  O'Meera 
aad  Mr.  BaaxUy  and  others  were  working 
for  preferment?  How  many  of  those,  who 
iMiTe  obtained  benefices,  have  obtained 
liiem  by  similar  ineans,  it  is  impossible 
lor  us  to  say  ;  but,  this  we  do  ktum,  that 
there  has  not  been  one  single  sermon  pub- 
lished against  the  corruptions  and  other 
abomiBations  that  have  recently  ^come  to 
Ught.  Nothing  is  more  unjust  than  to  con- 
demn men  by  ciai$ts:  but,  what  are  we 
to  do,  when  we  meet  with  so  many  of 
the  clergy  amongst  our  bitterest  ene- 
mies? There  are  some,  and  even  many, 
•f  the  clergy  wlw  are  friends  of  Parlia- 
■lentary  Reform  ;  I  have  a  letter  of  one 
before  me  at  this  moment ;  I  know  many 
more  of  the  same  description  ?  but,  we 
most  follow  the  rule,  and  not  the  ex- 
ception. The  conduct  of  a  few  might  be 
pajsed  over  in  silence  for  the  sake  of  the 
mca^  ;  but,  it  is  the  many  who  are  our  ene- 
BiieSy  and,  therefore,  if  our  expressions  of 
resentment  are,  in  some  cases^  too  gene- 
ral, the  fault  is  with  the  clerical  profes- 

aioB,  and  not  with  us.^ The  sentiment, 

expressed  by  Sir  Henry  Mildmay,  as 
quoted  in  my  motto,  \%  to  be  sure,  so  just, 
that  every  one  must  agree  to  it ;  yet  the 
pablic-robbers  have  been  continually  pub- 
lishing ag^nst  it,  as  if  it  contained  some- 
tliing  of  a  aedilums  and  even  of  a  rebellious 
nature.  But,  is  it  not  downright  stapid  ity  to 
suppose,  that  a  reform  of  any  abuse,  he  its 
nature  and  extent  what  they  may,  will 
criminate  with  those  t^ho  are  practising 
the  said  abuse i  The  party  so  practising 
may,  possibly,  upon  being  a|>pli('d  to, 
discontmue  an  abuse ;  but,  if  iS^  to  Uselfy  is 
it  not  foolish  in  the  extreme  to  expect  it 
to  reform  ?  Apply  this  doctrine,  to  Buona- 
parte ;  and  who  is  brute  enough  to  sup- 
poae^  that  he  will  give  up  any  part  of  his 
conquests,  until  he  he  forced  to  do  it  ?  But 
our  public-robbers  would  fain  persuade  us, 
that  the  House  of  Commons  will  reform 
ittelf  witboat  even  bekig  atked  to  do  if.  I 
am  for  addng  them  to  reform  themselves ; 
bttt,^!  an  for  doinf  it  Mut^^tfb  a.chawMl 


which  would  give  weight  to  my  applica- 
tion ;  and  this,  I  trusts,  when  the  lime  for 
the  application  arrives,  will  be  the  opimoa 
of  the  whole  nation. 

Mr.  WaRDLE's  Speech,  on  the  subject 
of  saving  eleven  miliions  annually,  has 
been  published  in  a  pamphlet.  It  is  too 
long  for  insertion  here,  and,  tlicfefore,  for 
the  present,  1  .shall  content  myself  with 
inserting  frum*  the  pamphlet  a  recapitula- 
tion of  the  several  sums  he  proposes  to 
save. 

RECAPITULATION  OF  SAVINGS  ON 

flou^hold  troops,  two  regiments  .^.73,517  0  0 
Drafoon  guards,  dra.^oons,  and 

li^rhtdRto '. 340,000     0  0 

Foreign  cwp< ,...  1,005,017     0  0 

Sab!»idy  annuaii  y  p  lul  l'«  m  nt  Af  eu  - 

ron  forcontiuui'iz  his  regflmtnt 

in  his  Mfljss^y's  fe>vve 3,000     0  0 

Militiaof  the  UnitHi  Ki I  :^don:i...  •  300,000  0  0 
Staff  of  fifteen  smnil  Militia  corps 

reduced 10,000    0  0 

Loi-al  Militia 700.000     0  0 

Volunteersoflhernitwl  Kingdom  1,000,100     0  0 

Royal  Wags^on  Train 48,y93     0  0 

Manx  Fcncible* 94,184    0  0 

Staff  of  the  Arr>y 200,000     0  0 

RecraitiDg  Staff,Levics  and  Boun- 

Ue» /....     21)0,000    0  a 

Army  Agency 51,075     0  0 

War  office 24,000     0  0 

Pay  office 24  000    0  0 

Contract  hortes 299,083    0  0 

Fortifications  an<)  repairs  at  home  500,000  0  0 
Medical  department  and  annual 

lo-sofmen 200,000     0  0 

Conimi«5ariat 500.000    0  0 

Barracks 850,000     0  0 

Armyclothinif....i ..,     270,000    0  0 

On  the  collection  of  the  n.venue 

in  Great  Britain 1,051,930     0  0 

On  ditto  dilto  in  Ireland...  388,367  0  0 
Commissioners   and  Aadjtors   of 

PnUhc  AcooOntfl 70,000    0  0 

Bank,  the  sum  charged  ior  the 

Mnnageiiient  of  the  National 

Debt : 210,594     0  0 

Pensions  and  Offires  execntod  by 

dnputy 200.000     0  0 

Bounties , 150,(,00     0  0 

Colonics 500,000    0  0 

Catholic  Emancipation  ....^ 2,000,^00    0  0 


10,693,5^3     0     0 


Expenditure  of  the  Navy  for  the 
year  ending  Jan.  5,  1809, 
1 7,467, 8P'i^  one  third  of  which 
w 5.8fl2,630  13     4 


Total  Savings 16,516,193  13     4 

NoW;  it  appears  from  this,  that  the  pro- 
posed sum  might  be  saved  without  any 
saving  at  all  in  the  mn:al  department,  wfeicii 
is  one  of  the  groat  heads  of  expenditure, 
aad  ia  which  th^re  is,  it  is,  pn  all  l^a^d^. 
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It 


agreed,  incredible  waste.— Mr.  Wardle, 
ill  hhi  speech;  made  particular  mention  W 
tlie  article  oi carwmst  which  was  supplied 
by  the  very  person,  who  received  a  salary 
as  inspector  of  canvass'  In  answer  to  this, 
he  was  told,  that,  iF  he  had  gone  to  the 
Admiralty  and  pointed  out  this  abuse,  it 
would  have  been  corrected.  So  ;  a  mem- 
ber of  parliament  was  to  go  and  kick  his 
heels  in  Mr.  Robert  Ward's  Anti-chamber, 
till  the  great  man  was  at  leisure  to  bear  his 
complaints !  But,  who  ever  heard  of  any 
ifedress  being  obtained  in  this  way.?  Who 
is  foolish  enough  to  suppose,  that  such  ap- 
plications would  afford  the  smallest  chance 
of  redress?  If  any  one  is  foolish  enough, 
kt  him  look   at  the  fate  ol*  Atkins,  the 

Barrack- Master  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

The  public  robbers  now  s^y,  in  their  seve- 
ral publications,  that  they  did  not  want  to 
be  told,  that  a  great  saving  of  cxpence 
might  be  made,  provided  we  would  dis- 
kmd  a  constdo'able  part  qf  our  forces,  and 
theirby  expose  ourselves  to  the  vonsequences  qf 
mvQsion,  This  is  their  grand  fallacy  ;  it  is 
what  they  are  circulating  in  all  directions. 
But,  from  the  foregoing  recapitulation,  it 
trill  be  seen,  that,  supposing  the  troops, 
which  Mr.  Wardle  would  disband,  to  be 
.  necessary  to  our  safety,  the  saving  from 
that  source  makes  but  a  comparatively 
small  part  of  the  whole  of  the  savingi 
proposed  to  be  made.  There  is  80,000/.  a 
year  paid  to  people  for  over-looking  accounts, 
when  it  is  evident  that  it  is  the  .business, 
the  great  and  peculiar  business  of  mem- 
bers of  parliament  to  examine  into  the 
manner  in  which  the  public  money  is  ex- 
pended. What  are  they  sent  to  parlia- 
ment for,  if  it  be  not  for  that  ?  And,  after 
being  elected  for  the  purpose  of  guarding 
the  public  purse,  they  pay  80,000/.  of  the 
ptiblic  money  to  others  to  examine  into 
public  accounts;  and,  notwithstanding 
this  enormous  expence,  it  is  stated,  that 
there  are,  at  this  time,  accounts  to  the 
amount  of  FOUR  HUNDRED  AND 
FmY  UNSETTLED  !  Why,  this  very 
circumstance  alone  j)roves,  and  must 
prove,  to  any  man  at  all  conversant  in 
business,  that  the  loss  and  loostt  must  be 
immense. — r-The  consequence  of  keep- 
ing in  tow  this  mass  of  floating  accounts, 
is,  that  the  accountants  are,  all  the  while, 
held  in  a  state  of  most  abject  dependotice  upon 
ike  mwistry  qf  the  dm/;  a*  dependence, 
which,  at  this  hour,  many  a  man  inherits 
from  his  grundfatlier,  all  his  property  being 
answerable  for  what  was  done  thirty  or 
forty  years  gtgo.    This  s««ms  to  be  aJmpst 


too  much  to  belteve  ;  bul  the  fact  is  so. 
I  remember,  that,  iq  1800,  an  American, 
a  friend  of  mine,  came  to  England  in  order 
to  assist  in  getting  p^«ed  the  accounts  of 
General  Dalrymple,  who  had  been  Quar« 
ter-Master-General  in  America,  during  the 
American  war,  wjiich  began  in  1170; 
and  I  know,  that  these  accounts  were. not 
finally  passed' till  some  time  in  1803; 
that  is  to  say,  till  twenty  years  after  ths 
close  of  the  American  war.  This  is  a 
trifle  to  the  age  of  some  accounts,  I  am 
told.  Is  it  not  impossible  that  a  nation 
should  not  be  rained  at  this  rate  of  goii>g 
on  ?  Or  will  the  public  robbers  attempt 
to  make  us  believe,  that  these  unsettled 
hundreds  of  millions,  and  an  endless  train 
of  dependents  growing  out  of  this  abuse ; 
will  they  attempt  to  make  us  believe,  that 
these  constitute  part  of  our  forces,  part  of 
what  is  to  defend  us  against  invasion  ?  An 
instance  of  the  loss  sustained  by  thb  sys- 
tem of  accounts  has  recently  come  to 
light  in  the  case  of  John  Bow  les  and  bis 
brother  Dutch  Commissioners,  who,  it 
now  appears,  snacked  ten  thousand  peundt 
each  the  first  year ;  that  is  to  say.  Jiffy 
thousand  pounds.  These  are  a  part  of  th« 
"forces,**  that  Mr.  Wardle  wishes  to  dis- 
band, and  will  the  robbers  pretend,  that 
these  are  necessary  to  defend  us  against 

Buonaparte  ? Then  there  is  a  good 

quarter  of  a  million  to  be  saved  by  \h% 
cutting  off  of  unmerited  sinecures,  pen- 
sions, and  reversions.  And  will  the  public 
robbers  attempt  to  persuade  us,-  that  Ladt 
Louisa.  Paget,  £(/^  Lady  Louisa  Ersrimb, 
who  is  a  pensioner  at  300/.  a  year,  under 
the  former  name,  upon  the  i^nglish  list,  and 
at  another  300/.  a  year,  under  the  latter 
name,  upon  the  Scotch  list ;  will  the  public- 
robbers  attempt  to  persuade  us,  that  this 
pensioned  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Ux<» 
bridge,  or  that  the  two  Hunns,  or  Mrs» 
Emily  Huskisson,  or  Mrs.  What's  her 
name  Waed,  or  any  of  the  endless  list 
of  tliose  who  are  fastened  upon  us  without 
any  reason  assigned ;  \n\\  the  public-rob- 
bers, either  in  town  or  coijntry,  have  the 
i^npudence  to  reckon  these  amongst  the 
forces,  which  Mr.  Wardle  wiihes  to  dis- 
band, and  which  are  necessary  to  defend  the 
country  against  invasion  f  Will  they  tell  us, 
that  the  enormous  sinecures  of  Lords  Arden, 
Buckinghamshire,  Camden,  Bathusst,  Li- 
verpool, Marquis  of  Budrineham,  Mar- 
quis WeJlesley,  and  those  of  the  Seymuun 
and  Welleslevs  and  De  Blaqnieres,  &c.  . 
&c.  &c.  &c.  fee.  &c.  to  the  filling  of  a 
book  larger  than  tl)c  New  Testament ;  will 
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Total 5i,1l^ 

Deduct. 
Charyet  of  mioage- 

mot   «,345    5    9J 

Peiitioat«od  stipends 
paid  out  of  the  land 

rcrenue  ...10,008  18    4} 

Exp«ocet  iooarred  in 
tecmrw^   Md  w^i 


2  lOi 


proving  bis  Mi^i«t- 
t^*«     fFoorf*     and 

forests!!! -12,517  10    5 

Balance  reniaiuin|f  m 
the    hands  of  ibe  ^ 

Receiver 30,873  U  11^ 


9}  '     JULY  8,  180©.— Jfr.  »^flr&'^  %«*. 

the  robbers^  tell  us,  that  these  are  part  4>f 
our  forces,  and  that  to  disband  them  will 
expose  \jis  io  the  danger  qf  irvcasion  t  Will 
the  robbers  have  the  impudence  to  tell  us 
this?  1  rather, think  they  will. — ^There  was 
one  head,  which  Mr.  Wardle  did  not  touch 
upon,  and  which  calls  for  the  attention  of 
the  public,  without  delay;  namely,  that 
ef  the  Cfotm  Lands,  that  h  to  say,  lands, 
houses,  manors,  and  royalties  beloiigmg 
to  the  public.  These  lands,  &c.  formerly 
mpporied  ike  kitig  and  royal  family.  They 
formed  the  hereditary  estate  of  the  kingg 
«f  England  and  Scotland  ;  and,  upon  that 
estate  they  lived,  never  coming  to  the' 
people  for  any  money,  except  for  extra- 
4>rdtnary  national  purpojtes,  such-  as  war, 
or  any  great  undertaking.  .Latlrrly  the 
thing  has  been  changed.  The  parliament 
gare  the  king  and  his  family  money  out 
qf  the  taxes,  and'  took  the  income  of  the 
hereditary  estate  for  the  use  of  the  public. 
The  estate  still  goes  under  the  name  of 
Crown  Lands ;  but,  the  fact  is,  that  it  is  a 
real  estate  belonging  to  the  public,  and 
of  which  theparliament  may  dispose  as  it 
pleases. — Now,  then,  let  us  see  what  this 
estate  yields  us  annually.  Let  us  see  what 
it  brings  into  the  Exchequt-r,  that  is  to  say, 
into  the  pocket  of  the  public.  It  used 
formerly  to  maintain,  in  great  part,  at 
least,  the  royal  family  and  all  the  house- 
hold and  ofhcers  of  the  king.  In  lieu  of 
it  the  public  allows  the  king  an  immense 
sum  of  money  annually,  and  to  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  his  family  the  sum  is 
not  much  less.  Well,  what  does  this  fa- 
mous estate  yield  us  ?  What  do  we  get  an- 
nually out  of  all  these  buildings,  streets, 
farms,  manors,  forests,  and  royalties,  the 
very  list  qf  which  occujnes  many  pages  in  folio  ? 
What  do  thty  all  yield  us  f  Why,  966/.  VSs. 
Ad.  No  more.  The  same  sum  every  year. 
Let  us  see  the- items  of  the  account  for  one 
year ;  the  year  ending  on  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1805.  The  fijf^ih  of  January,  you 
will  perceive ;  for  the  accounts  of  our 
stewards  are  like  those  of  no  other  mortal. 

CaOVV  liAKIM. 

Balance  in  hand  last  year ^21,543  13    9} 

(See,  they  reckon  with  us  to  a 
farthing.) 
GnNS  receipt  vithio  the  year.-. . . .  ::^5t  168    9    1 


{W 


-55.745    S    61 


Paid  hito  the  Exchequer,  or,  Pocket 

of  the  public  .•...  — 966  13 


There  it  is;  and,  the  sum  paid  into  the 
pocket  of  the  public  is  precisely  the  same 
for  Che  three  years  succeeding,  that  is  to 
say,  frbm  January  1805  to  January  1808, 
notwithstanding  many  n^tt;  leases  have  been 
let  since  that  time,  and  notwilhstandmg  the 
immense  quantity  oUimber  and  bark  that  has 
been  sold,  and  the  high  prices  at  which 
they  have  been  sold,  or  ar  least  might  have 
been  sold.  What !  is  the  gross  receipt 
from  this  estate  hot  35,000  and  some  ood 
pounds  a  year  ?  I  should  suppose  that 
It  might  be  made  to  bring  a  hundred 
times  the  sum.  Let  the  property  be  sold  ; 
it  would,  including  the  timber,  fetch  twen- 
ty millions  of  money  at  the  hammer  ;  and 
if  sold  year  after  year,  in  a  judicious  man* 
ner,  I  should  not  be  surprised  it  it  l^rought 
three  times  that  sum.  But,  only  think  of 
its  yielding  clear  to  the  public  the  pitiful 
sum  of  900/.  13j^.  4(i.  a  year  I  Why  give 
us  that  sum  ?  Why  not* carry  that  along 
in  the  balance  ?  1  welve  thousand  pounds 
in  one' year  for  "  securing  ajd  improving 
the  woods  and  forests!**  What!  And  no 
credit  given  us  for  timber  and  barkcjii  and 
sold?  Or,  is  that  included  in  the  4^60/.. 
VSs,4d,}  Oh!  these  are  brave  stewards 
that  we  have  !  You  see,  though  the  estate 
is  so  large,  they  bring  their  accounts  to 
balance  to  a  farthing.  We>  who  live  in 
Hampshire,  see  a  little  about  the  manage- . 
meiit  of  "  woods  and  foresu."  There  is, 
for  instance,  a  pretty  smash  of  timber  this 
year,  in  the  Holt  Forest.  Will  tbat 
bring  us,  ^oor  fellows,  only  P66^  1 3*.  ^d,  ? 
Is  the  amount  of  tinnber  and  bark  not  in* 
eluded  in  these  accounts?  Where,  then, 
is  it  to  be  found  ?     If  it  does  not  come 


under  the  head  of  Crown  Lands,  it  comes 
no  where.  Some  timber  may  be  sent  td 
the  Dock  Yards  ;  but,  the  bark,  1  presume, 
is  not ;  and  that  is  worth  nearly  as  rauok 
as  the  timber.  Besides,  we  see,  every 
year,  advertisements  for  the  sale  of  rtw- 
ber  as  well  as  bark  in  the  public  forests. 
- — Upon  the  whole  this  is  a  very  pretty 
concern.  It  is,  I  think,  a  fact  worth 
bearing  in  mind,  that  an  estate,  in  lieu  of 
which  the  public  gives  htmdreds  of  thoa- 
joi^Oi^^Mr,.  yields  w  that  public  exa«tl)r 
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the  last  \rtek,  that,  indeed,  is  another 
matter;  because  there  we  have  evidence 
lepjaily  given.  From  the  preceedings,  a» 
published  in  tha Statesman,  whi^rel  find 
the  trial  the  most  fully  reported^  it  ap{>earrs, 
that  one  Wright,  an  Upholsterer,  brought 
an  action  against  Mr.  Wardle  for  the 
amount  of  ijoods  furnished  Mrs.  Clarke 
by  Mr.  Wardle's  or<!ltT.     The   giving  of 


966/.  1 3s.  irf.  a  year.  TeU  me  not  of  the 
balance  in  hand.  What  is  the  bulance  to 
us,  if  it  be  never  paid  to  us  ?  We  see  it 
has  been  kept  in  hand  for  four  succeed- 
ing years ;  and,  why  should  we  suppose, 
that  it  is  ever  intended  to  be  paid  us  ? 
Upon  referring  back,  1  find,  tiiu^  from 
the  yoar  1803  {w  iiich  is  a>  far  as  1  have  the 
accounts  nr>vv  a^  hand)  ilie  s.ain   paid  into 


the  ExciiCquer  has  been  this  precise  9(yoi.  \  this  order  Mr.  Wardle   denies,    and,  of 


1;>*.  W.  and  that  a  balance  has  always  been 
(carried  on  in  the  bands  of  the  Receiver, 
as  abvjve-siatcd.  is  w^l  this  pretty  work  r 
^nd  why,  except  to  puzzle  and  confuse, 
fix  upon  this  odd  sum  of  'j6Ql.  I3i.  4-d.  ? 
Why  not  ^i\eu^a  thousand  a  year,  for 
the  eitate  }  \\  us  there  ever  any  thing 
to  absurd  as  thi<  altogether  ?  Wliat should 
we  tiii:ii;  of  anj  individual,  who  waste 
sutUr  his  alfiirs  to  bo  so  managed  ? 
Should  we  not,  without  a  dissenting  voice, 
pronounce  his  approaching  ruin  ?  Why 
in^K  k  us  with  this  p.iyment  of  90(3/  1 3sA(U 
W  hy  not  keej)  tlie  \vhole  under  tlie  name 
of  halance  ?  Good  Go  I !  the  "  Crown 
Lands"  toyieitl  no  more  than  Drxi/.  13^.4^. 

a  year  ! This,  however,  is  but  a  spcci- 

fueu,  I  am  clearly  convinced,  of  what  will 
(ome  Ibrth,  if  Mr.  Wardle  pushes  on 
his  inijuiry  ;  if  he  does  not,  as  indeed  I 
have  no  fear  that  hewill,  suflcr  himself  to 
be  "jxaiitd  and  disgusted  by  the  bas^  at- 
tacks, which  the  public  robbers  are  making 
upon  him,  through  the  means  of  their  daily 

and  other  publications. ^This  is,  how- 

^crer,.  what  he  has  to  ex^ject.  No  man 
ever,  in  such  a  state  of  things,  did  any 
public  service  without  experiencing  the 
bitterness  of  thtir  enmity  ;  and,  therefore, 
that  man  is  a  fool  who  undertakes  any 
thing  for  the  public  without  racking  up 
his  mind  to  the  meeting  with  every  thing 
that  assassin- like  malice,  joined  to  the 
most  barefaceil  falsehood,  can  invcnl  and 

execute. The  very  existence  of  those 

3vho  live  by  deceiving  and  robbing  the 
people,  depend  uponthe  dcstiuclion  of  ih*t 
reputation,  at  least,  of  such  a  man  as  Mr. 
.Wardle,  and  especially  sinre  he  has 
pledged  himself  to  prosecute  the  great  in- 
quiry above-mentioned.  If  he  persevere 
in  ihaU  he  ^vil!  succeed;  and  n  ho  suc- 
ceed»  ^tf  |jnblit -robbery  is  at  an  end.  No 
wonder^  thcrctorc,  that  they  a.«sail  him  ; 
no  woiuIh'  thai  they  abuse  him  ;  no  won- 
der that  *b'  J  fjcT  id!  their  engines  to  work 
ill  orilcr  U\  blast  h  is  reputation  ;  no  wonder 
that  a  iorru].t  pfefl6  is  constantly  engaged 

ifi  the  work  \it  defaming  him. Aa  to 

^^BJ4li  which  ha«  taktio  pUce^  donng. 


course,  defends  the  notion.  Mrs.  Clarke, 
and  Wrij^ht  (a  brother  of  the  plai^itiff"),  are 
the  witnesses  to  the  order  being  given ; 
and  the  jurvi  with  some  exceptions  a»  tcr 
the  chargesi^  find  a  verdict  fw  ike  piamfiff". 
— — Upon  the  supposition,  that  the  evi- 
dence given  be  the  truik,  then  Mr.  Wanlle 
stands  convicted  of  having  made  a  promise 
to- Mrs.  Clarke,  or,  rather,  to  Wright, 
which  he  did  not  fulfil.  In  short,  of  having 
broken  his  word.  That  he  was  right  iii 
giving  her  either  goods  or  money,  inordter 
to  get  her  to  divulge  the  secrets  she  pos- 
sessed, there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  go- 
vernment of>cnly  invite  us,  by  pecuniary 
rewards,  to  give  evidence  against  one 
another,  and  even  to  betray  one  another  ; 
as  in  the  cases  of  the  receipt-duty  and  the 
card-duty.  The  question,  therefore,  is 
simply  a  question  of' breach  of  promise,  and 
of  this  Mr.  Wardle  has  most  positively  as- 
serted, that  he  \iill  /wnorc  himself  not  to 
have  been  guilty. There  were,  it  ap- 
pears, two  or  more  witnesses,  which  he 
wished  to  have  called,  and  whom  his  law- 
yers did  not  call,  notwithstanding  his  press- 
ing request  to  have  them  called. Mr. 

Wardle  will,  doubtless,  not  delay  to  pub- 
lish, in  some  way  or  other,  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  all  that  has  taken  place,  relative 
to  this  transaction.  Until  that  is  done  we 
should  be  commenting  in  the  dark;  but, 
the  public  will  not  fail  to  have  perceived, 
that  the  Attorney  General  was  selected  by 
Wright  to  conduct  the  cause  a^inst  Mr. 
Wardle;  norwill  they  fail  to  call  to  mind, 
(he  description  which  that  gentleman  gave 
of  her,  as  a  witness,  when  she  was  exami- 
ned before  tlie  House  of  Commons.  He 
noiO  seems  to  have  thought  her  a  veiy  good 
witness! For  my  part,  I  shall  not  pre- 
tend to  say  more  upon  the  matter,  than  to 
express  my  decided  conviction,  that  Mr. 
Wardle  Will  be  able  to  prove,  that  what  he 
has  asserted  is  true.  If  what  I  have  been 
told  be  correct,  some  most  curious  facts 
immediately  connected  with  this  case,  wiH 
now  be  communicated  to  the  public.  Jf 
our  enemies  erred  at  first,  they,  at  last,  ap- 
pear to  have  seen  their  error,  aad  to  have 
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dooelbeir  best  to  reUieve  it.  When  they 
screed  to  jmrduue  ihc  Mqfpresfiioa  qf  Mrs, 
Uarke's  book  at  tJjc  pric^  of  e^/u  or  fen 
ihouuputpoufids  in  cash  down  to  he i-self,  be- 
sides an  (omuitjf  (^Jauf  hmdred  pounds  a 
yfcarfoT  life,  wiib  reversion  for  tite  lives  of  lifr 
t^t»  daughters^  and  to  provide  for  her  brotLcr; 
^^ben  they  came  to  Ihe  point  to  make  suuh 
a  pwpchoMe  and  she  Xo  make  vuck  a  sale,  it 
was  plain,  that  tUcre  were  i'ew  tilings  at 
vbich  either  party  woyld  stick. .  It  was 
the  signal,  too^  of  reconciliation  between 
her  aod  her  old  associates  ;  and,  such  re- 
conciliations are  usually  attended  with 
9002^  act  of  vengeance  upon  those  who 
have  been  tbe  cause  ol  the  ruptui-e.  It  is 
9aid,  that  Mrs.  Clarke  has  demanded  large 
sonis  of  money  from  Mr.  WardJe,  on  her 
ozon  account.  This  I  can  scarcely  believe; 
(or,  of  all  vices,  one  would  not  suspect  such 
a  woman  of  the  vic^  of  greediness  of  gold ; 
and  pure  greediness,  or  the  instigation  of 
others,  it  mqst  be  to  prompt  her  to  attempts 
at  such  extortion,  after  she  iiad  got  so  large 
a  sum  from, the  corruptors.  .  There  can  be 
no  doubt,  I  think,  of  her  having  been  instil 
Mied  l^  others  to  make  these  demands  upon 
Mr.  Wardle.  1  cannot  believe  it  possible, 
that  she  would  have  done  it  of  h6r  own 
head ;  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  Mr.  Wardie 
mtist  now  have  mo  reserte  wi(h  the  pu()]ic. 
Hie  mu0t  publish  all  that  be  possesses  proof 
q£,  especially  about  tbe  money  that  she 
received  for  her  boctk,  and  about  the  coa- 
iaUs  of  that  book.  This  h  the  thing  in 
which  tbe  nation  is  interested  more  deeply 
fhan  in  any  thing  else,  pmd  this  is  what 
jUr.  Wardle  «boi|ld>  if  .possible^  recover 

froQi  tb«  flaBies.  ^ A  ccrtrespondent  oh- 

terves  to  me*  that  it  is  "  pfi^  Mr.  Wardie 
^id  not  |>ay  the  money."  it  would  be  a 
great  puy  if  be  had,  u^ttes^,  indeed,  be 
pf#iiii»^  to  ^ay  it.  ;If  he  did  ,j?ot,  it 
fiFoold.have  ,be«n  a  most  cowardly  act  4^ 
pay  iL  Besides,  it  would  b^^e  b<)#n  lolly 
IB  the  extrame  ;  for,  inlhe cft^e supposed, 
height  be  fiure,4batd^H9atfds  would  never 
ceaae,  while  he  had  fisi^iUvg  l^^t.-*.— -1  am 
not  m«ch  surprised  a^  luny  pari  of  the ' 
tmasectioii  ;  Aor  ahall  I  be  aorprised, 
unlesstbe  demands  upoD  Mr.  Waidley  md 
the  machioatieos  against  hiin.  .^t^ld  now 
£ease.  Let  tbe  public  bear  in  .n^ind  what 
weighty  veasotns  tbeiie.-epsi#t>jifi  tbe  breasts 
of  thwands,  for  hating  thia  gentleman ; 
^beamglomFardahim  a  deadly  hatred ; 
^sidJe^VSAOtierget  the  aipna^g,  th^eic^ 
timccn  the  wdtuify,  U»m(mk^  maligm^, 
mad  iba  exUnum  momth  of  the  w}«tchaa> 
%rho  biarhim  this  hatred.  There  is,.pro<- 
^haW|;»  nething  Obai  cw  ba  m[Md>  that 


they  would  not  do,  in  order  to  destroy 
him.  Assassination  they  have  not  tbe 
courage  to  commit ;  but,  if  they  could 
catch  him  asleep  and  pour  boiling  lead 
into  his  ear,  so  that  their  own  carcasses 
were  saCe  from  the  consequence,  my  sin- 
cere opinion  is,  that  th^re  is  scarcely  a 
man  ol'  ttiem  who  would  scruple  to  do  it. 
And,  as  to  tbe  instilling  of  others,  they 
would  consider  the  crime  of  the  instigated 
as  ,an  act  of  godliness,  and'  would  with 
ready  finger,  turn  to  tbe  memorable  in- 
stance of  Ra.uab  the  harlot. My  last 

words  upon  this  subject  are  :  j;ive  us^ 
Mr.  Wardle,  the  contmis  of  the  miended 
hook  of  Mrji.  Clarke.  This  is  the  way  to 
pay  oil* your  and  our  enemies.  You  must, 
I  should  hope,  have  seen  some  of  those 
contents.  11'  possible  give  us  those  con^ 
tentf ;  and,  it  you  could  get  us,  at  the 
same  time,  a  copy  of  another  work,  of 
SQUfeztjfuit  the  satne  sort,  printed  privately 
about  two  yea^rs  and  a  half  ago>  it  would 
add  to  the  value  of  the  collection.  People 
may  say  what  they  will,  but  these  are  the 
things,  and  the  onfy  things,  which  tliis  na- 
tion wants  at  this  time.  These  books 
weuld  be  of  much  more  real  service  to 
England  than  all  the  horse  and  foot  in  the 
country,  not  /sxcepting  t^Ue  German  Le* 
gion.  i  beg.  Sir,  to  press  this  upon  your 
mind.  It  is  impossible,  that  all  the  copies 
can  be  .destroyed.  J^tus  but  have  these 
books,  mid  whole  years  of  labour  w'dl  be 
saved,  llie  people  .will  thep  see  things  at 
they  are^and  as  they  ought  to  be  knowja 
to  be. 

N.  B.  Sou^e  papers;,  sent  me  by  M.  are 
excellent ;  bi^t  I  shall  net,  for  some  time, 
be  able  to>ase  t(iem  to  advantage.  M.  is 
perfectly  i;igbt  in  all  he  says.  Yes; 
that  is  tbe  tme  dodrinc.  Brery  thing 
short  of  it  is  base  and  stupid  compromise^ 
alike  iuimicai  to  t|ie  lai^.and  the^peeple* 
(The  thoogbU  bad  sUuck  me  before  ;  but 
i  do  not  knqw,  that  1  could  90  well  have 
expi:i^aed  tUem.  The  proposition  res- 
pecting "  THE  woETBiES*'  IS  >elf-evident. 
1  ]o»g  for  Abe  day,  when  it  shaH  be  stciied 
in  the  proper  place,  and  in  g<iod  e^true^ 

If  M.  has  any  further  reikcti^iM  to 

send  me,  upon  that  interesting  subject,  I 
shall  be  very  happy  to  receive  them. 

THE  CLESiGY. 

Sim;— ^At  a  time  when  a4l  honest  and 
iBAependeat  BoglWimeo  are  stanchi^  for- 
wanV  to.declare  their  abhenefice  of  those 
enm^uoaa  ifflmik  hava^^OKaaUv  heaa 
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proved  to  exist  in  so  many  departments  of 
the  state ;  and  when  we  are,  from  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  sending  ap  testimonials 
of  prjiise  and  gratitude  to  those  sincere 
friends  of  their  country,  who  had  the  cou- 
rage to  expose  before  Parliament  the  most 
shameless  abuse  of  power  in  the  people 
who  have  been  entrusted  with  the  resour- 
ces of  the  nation ;  it  may  be  of  service  to 
the  cause  of  truth  and  honesty,  if  you^  Mr. 
Cobbett,  through  the  medium^  of  your  Re- 
gister, which  is  so  universally  read  and  ad- 
mired, do  give  a  friendly  caUtion  to  those 
tnen  whom  gratitude  for  past  favours,  or 
hopes  of  good  things  to  come,  induce,  con- 
trary to  the  plainest  common  sense,  and 
in  oppo^tion  to  the  principles  they  pro- 
fess/to  become  the  abettors  of  iniquity, 
and  the  champions  of  every  thing  im- 
moral, indecent,  and  corrupt. 1  wish 

you,  sir,  particularly  to  caution  such  of  the 
time-serving  ministers  of  our  holy  religion, 
as  take  an  active  part  in  politics,  not  to 
suffer  their  zedl  in  so  unworthy  a  cause, 
to  expose  them  to  contempt  and  ridicule. 

• -It  is  a  disgraceful  fact,  that  there  are 

notWTAnting  abundance  of  these  ministers 
who  descend  to  bmy  themselves  at  meet- 
ings and  elections,  in  a  manner  totally  arbi- 
trary and  unconstitutional ;  looking,  no 
doubt,  to   preferment  and  reward  at  the 

hand  of  their  worthy  benefactors. But 

these  gentlemen  must  recollect,  it  is  not 
for  sucn  labours  that  the  people  of  Eng- 
land consent  to  give  them  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  the  fruits  of  their  labour;  and 
if  they  hope  to  continue  to  enjoy  an 
easy  independence,  with  the  respect  of  the 
people,  they  will  endeavour  to  present  us, 
in  their  own  lives,  an  example  of  piety, 
disinterestedness,  and  moral  excellence; 
and  leave  the  work  of  party  and  faction  to 
those  in  whom  ambition,  and  the  vanities 
of  the  world,  may  with  less  show  of  in- 
consistency be  allowed  to  prevail. 1 

am.  Sir — ^Your  great  admirer  and  humble 
Servant,  John  Bull. 

•p.  S. 1  avoid  the  mention  of  names, 

or  of  place,  as  I  think  the  good  proposed 
may  be  effected  without  wounding  the  feel- 
ings of  any  individual  particularly,  not 
being  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  party  or 
malice,  but  only  anxious  to  see  reforma- 
tion complete  and  effectual. 

.1 

MILITARY.  SINECURES. 
Miu  Cobbett;— You  will  much  oblige 
a  constant  readar  by  inserting  the  follov^ 
iag  foctSi  and  thereby  exhibittBi;  |o  the 


public  a  specimen  of  some  of  the  "  Errors/* 
which  in  modern  times  are  f*  Excepted"  in 
giving  evidence  on  Military  Promotion,  I 
was  going  to  say.  Sinecure  Appointments, 
which,  by  the  bye,  I  think  the  most  proper 
term  in  such  cases. — On  looking  over  a 
New  Army  List  for  last  month,  published 
by  Mr.  Egerton,  and  dated  at  the  top, 
"  War-oflace"--then^  under  this  date  *'  By. 
Authority,"  I  am,  of  course,  to  consider 
the  contents  as  authentic,  coming  from 
that  great  Depot  of  Military  Information, 
sanctioned  and  so  authorized  by  this  offi- 
cial organ  of  power — I  found  (under  the 
head  of  garrisons,)  the  name  of  Richard 
Leonard  as  a  half-pay  lieutenant,  (I  believe 
drawing  the  half-pay  from  the  54th  regt.) 
annexed  to  the  situation  of  a  Fort- major 
at  the  city  of  St.  John,  New  Brunswick  ; 
with  a  stated  salary  of  8ti/.  8*.  9d.  per  ann. 
exclusive  (of  course)  of  lodging  money, 
coals,  candles,  and  all  the  other  et  ccteras 
the  public  pay  to  servants  of  this  descrip* 
tion;  In  the  same  page  (what  a  bare-faced 
thing!)  I  observed  the  same  Richard  Leo* 
nard  (lieut.  on  half-pay)  holds  the  appoint- 
ment of  Fort-mafor  at  Fi^dericton  aIso> 
one  hundred  mties  di«itf^nt  from  Fort  Home 
at  the  city'  of  St.  John,  ahd  which  last 
place  should  be  his  residence  on  the  forn>er 
appointment  as  Fort-major. — But  what  sur- 
prised me  not  a  little  was,  to  observe  ano- 
ther stated  salary  annexed  to  the  second 
appointment  of  9W.  5".  per  annum,  and  of 
course  the  usual  supply  of  candles,  coals, 
lodgings,  &c.  &c.  &c.  drawn  on  these  oc- 
casions and  paid  by  the  public. — But  will 
you  think  it  possible,  Mr.  Cobbett,  you, 
who  h^ve  been  in  all  those  places  as  well 
as  myself,  and  who  have  observed  the  pecu- 
lations at  Fredericton  barracks,  which  you 
detected  there  on  a  certain  occa^on,  will 
you  believe  it,  that  the  same  Richard 
Leonard  (a  lieut.  on  half-pay  of  the  54th 
regt.)  is  now  actually  on  whole  pay,  and 
receiving  it  too,  as  a  captain  in  the  presekit 
New  Brunswick  regt.  the  pay  being  ten 
shillings  per  diem,  or  184/.  lOs.  per  ann. 
with  bau  forage,  or  bat  forage,  or  some  of 
these  hard  named  things,  and  contingent 
alio wance,  for  paying  his  company,  36/.  per 
annum,  with  lodging  and  fuel,  &c.  &c. 

>Now,  Mr.  Cobbett,  it  will  almost  ap- 
pear incredible,  that  the  same  Richard 
Leonard  is  also  the  Town-major  (what  a 
number  of  these  majors  there  ai^)  at  Fre- 
dericton, for  which  he  receives,  I  have 
heard,  ]5s.  p^r  diem,  or  276/.  1 5s.  per 
annum,  with  an  allowance  for  horse  forage 
or  bait  forage  (I  never  can  remember  theM 
•BTfioeahles'  tmam)  q(  Q^Jd.  par  i^f^. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


17> 


JULY  S.  ISOg.— Diiie  <tf  York. 


[18 


1202.  per  annmn  also  for  an  office  !  I  !  with 
coals^  candles,  8tc.  &c.  &c. — and  no  doubi 
a  good  roonJ  sum  allowed  him  for  postage 
and  stationary,  by  the  biirthened  people 
of  England.— Here  are  the  "  Errors,"  Mr. 
Gibbett,  and  it  would  be  weil  if  the^e  were 
an  «<  Exception ;"  but  ble^s  you,  1  fear 
they  are  numerous,  for  ne  ince,  there  is 
a  Mr.  Harris  Wm.  Hailes  in  the  same  pro- 
Tince,  who  is  (so  orer-grown  wiih  good 
things^  and  so  fat.  as  not  to  be  able  scarcely 
to  walk)  a  Brt- vet- major,  and  a  lirigadier- 
Biajor  also,  an  Adjutant- general  to  the 
militia,  and  a  Captuin  in  the  New  Bruns- 
wick regiment  besi Jes : — what  this  cheap 
bargain  to  the  public  receives,  in  toto,  I 
know  not;  but  if  we  may  judge  of  things 
by  appearances,  he  seems  to  huve  tmttened 
in  the  servi(!e.-r>I  had  nearly  forgotten  to 
say,  that  this  well-grown  gentleman  is  a 
half-pay  officer  also,  and  I  thmk  it  a  pity 
he  \ras  noi  kept  on  his  halt-pay,  for  it 
would  be  a  great  sin,  in  my  opinion,  to 
march  him  with  his  cMnpany  round  the 
parade  grouiul  at  his  barracks.  Indeed,  I 
fear  much  whether  it  Would  not  endanger 
bis  valuable  lift*,  to  fatigue  him  in  the 
slightest  degree  whatever,  and  the  more 
panicuUT:y»  as  chi.s  servant  of  the  crowii 
was  nevei  a  toile  distant  from  Frederictoa, 
on  mjiiiaty  duty,  in  the  «.ourse  of  his  ser- 
▼ict^s- —  Now,  Mr,  Cobbett,  let  us  return  to 
Fort-inajor,  and  Fori-major-Town-major> 
Captain,  and  Half-pay  Lieut.  Leonard, 
znA  consider  whether  all  these  situations 
arc  necessary  or  not ;  if  they  arc  not,  why 
burthen  the  public  with  so  many  useless 
salaries ;  and  if  they  are,  why  not  render 
each  appointment  elective,  by  taking 
Irora  the  half-pr.y  list  officers  of  kn6wu 
merit,  and  placing  them  in  the  diflerenl 
situations.  This  would  relieve  the  half'^pay 
list,  and  permit  the  said  capt.  Rich.  Leo- 
nard to  be  and  appear  at  the  head  of  his 
company  at  his  regiment,  where  the  rules 
of  the  service  require  he  shoilld  be,  and 
deduct  one  from  the  many  unexceptionable 
errors  so  prevalent  in  the  British  army  at 
the  present  day. — This  rule  would'  be 
emiany  beneficial  in  the  case  of  Harris 
Wm.  Hailes,  and  relieve  a  veteran  of  his 
descriplion  from  too  much  toil,  while  the 
public  p^;n^e  would  be  saved  in  the  general 
aggregate.  Should  you  honour  this  with 
insertion-  in  your  valuable  and  patriotic 
^'  Register,^'  yt)u  shall  hear  frequently  on 
similar  subjects,  from  an 

OtD,  Half-stahved, 
Ragged  Subaltern 
Of  Thirtbii«  Yeaes  Stam^hig. 
^flK2l,li09. 


PROCEEDINGS 
In  Counties,  Cities,  Boroughs,  Bfc.  rc" 
lativcto  the  recent  Inquiry  m  the  Hmae 
qf  Commons,  respectin;^  the  Conduct  qfthc 
Duke  of  York.  (Continued  from  vol.  xv. 
p.  1012.; 


COVNTY  OF  ESSEX. 
At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholder^  and 
Inhabitants,  convened  this  day,  July  1^ 
XHOj,  at  the  Shire-Hall,  at  Chelmsford,  by 
public  advertisement. — Sir  Henry  St. 
John  Milomay,  hart,  in  the  Chair,  It  was 
Resolved  unanimously, 

1.  That  the  right  of  the  people  to  meet 
and  discuss  public  measures^  to  consider 
the  conduct  of  their  representatives,  and 
to  prefer  any  Address,  Petition  or  Remon- 
sti's^nce,  to  the  Kin^  or  either  House  of 
Parliament,  should  be  asserted  and  main- 
tained by  every,  friend  to  the  liberties  of 
England. 

2.  Thit  the  refusal  of  the  SheriiT  to  con- 
vene a  Meeting  of  the  County,  in  Conse- 
quence of  the  interference  of  individuals, 
ousht  not  to  prevent  the  exercise  of  this 
right. 

S.  That  the  extraordinary  application 
made  to  the  Slieriii*,  by  persons  who  in- 
truded on  him  their,  advice  to  withhold 
his  assent  to  the  Requbition  for  assembling 
the  f  ounty,'  is  an  unwarrantable  attempt 
to  prevent  the  people'  of  Essex  from  ex- 
pressing their  opinion  on  subjects  most  im- 
portant to  their  best  interests 

4.  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  be 
given  to  G  L.  Wardle,  esq*  for  his  having 
instituted  the  late  Inquiry,  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  relative  to  the  Conduct  of 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  for  the  6nn^ 
ncss  which  he  displayed  in  discharge  of 
his  doty,  in  defiance  of  thc^ threats  of  mi- 
nisters and  the  artifices  of  the  Crown- 
Lawyers. 

5.  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  be 
given  to  sir  Francis  Bordett,  bart.  who  se- 
conded Mr.  Wardle's  motion  for  the  In- 
quiry ;  and  to  lord  vise.  Folkestone  and 
Samuel  Whitbread,  esq.  for  the  able  and 
zealous  assistance  which  they  aflbrded 
him  during  this  investigation. 

6  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  be 
given  to  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
Members  who  supported  Mr.  Wardlc's 
motion  for  an  Address  to  his  Majesty. 

7.  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  be 
given  to  the  Minority  of  the  House  of 
Commons  who  voted  against  the  motion 
of  th^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
negative  the  Charges  preferred  agamst  tht 
Commander  in-Chief.        r^  nin,n]o 
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8.  That  thig  Meeting  has  witnessed 
with  the  deepest  regret  yarious  decifiions 
in  the  House  of  CommoDS  upoa  corrupt 
praotices^  whioh  have  been  exposed,  or  in 
proof  of  which  evidence  has  been  offered 
to  be  adduced  at  the  bar,  but  refused  to 
be  heard ;  and  do  declare  their  decided 
conviction,  if  meaaires  are  not  adopted  in 
the  next  session  effectually  to  prevent 
their  recurrence, the  honour  and  character 
of  ParliaHient  will  be  extinct,  and  the 
safety  of  the  country  endangered. 
'  9.  That  this  Meeting,  whilst  they  are 
willing  to  make  any  sacrifice  in  defence 
of  the  safety  and  independence  of  the 
Country,  feel  that  it  is  highly  necessary 
diat  a  rigid  system  of  economy  should  be 
establbhed  ;  and  that  the  Thanks  of  Uks 
"Meeting  are  due  to  tjjose  Members  of  the 
House  who  have  exerted  themselves  to 
obtain  a  retrenchment  of  the  public  expen*- 
diture,  and  such  a  diminution  of  the  bur- 
thens of  the  people  as  are  compatible  with 
the  means  ot  national  security. 

10.  That  C.  C.  Western,  esq.  one  of 
t^  members  in  Parliament  for  the  Borough 
of  Maldon  (and  the  only  member  returned 
from  the  County  of  Essex  wto  supported 

*col.  Wardle,  or  has  declared  in  the  House 
^Commons  his  conviction  of  the  necessity 
of  a  speedy  and  effectual  Reform,)  by  the 
uniform,  upright  and  independent  conduct 
which  he  has  invariably  observed  upon 
public  questions,  has  highly  meritbd  the 
Thanks  and  approbation  of  thi^  Meeting. 

11.  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  be 
given  to  lord  Cochrane,  thehon.  T.  Brand, 
sir  F.  Burdett,  bart.  S.  Whitbread,  W.  A. 
Madocks,  G.  L.  Wardle,  T.  Cw«vey,  C.  C. 
Western,  and  Wm.  Smith,  esqrs;  and  to 
every  other  member  of  either  House  of 
Parliament,  who  has,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  session,  declared  himself  friendly  -to  a 
Reform  in  the  representation  of  the  people. 

12.  That  file  Thanks  of  the  Meeting  be 
given  to  sir  Henry  St*  John  Mildmay, 
bart.  for  his  readiness  in  taking  the  Chair, 
imd  for  his  impartial  aaad  jndidioue  conduct 

-  this  day. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Frehch  Army  in  Austria. — Nineteenth 
Bulletin,  dated  Vienna,  June  16. 

The  aonmnary  of  the  BatUe  of  Ma- 
xengo  has  boeii  celebrated  by  the  victory 
t>f  tl^e  Baab,  which  the  right  wing  of  the 
army>  under  the  command  of  the  Prince 
Viceroy^  has  ohtaiiMd  m0p  the  united 
#or£it  c^f  tl>e  AjPGhdiit^  iotm^  and  4he 


Archduke  Palatine. — Since  the  batde  of 
the  Piave  the  Viceroy  has  pursued  the 
Archduke  John  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
— ^The  Austrian  army  hoped  to  canton  it- 
self on  the  banks  of  the  Raab,  between 
St.  Gothard  and  Kormond.  On  the  .5th 
June,  the  Viceroy  advanced  from  Neustadt> 
and  established  his  head-quarters  at  CEden- 
burgh,  in  Hungary.  On  the  7  th  he  fol- 
lowed up  his  movementa,  and  arrived  at 
Guns.  Gen.  Lauriston,  with  his  corps  of 
observation,  formed  a  junction  with  hia 
left  wing.  On  the  Sth,  gen.  Montbrun, 
with  his  division  of  cavalry,  dOTected  the 
passage  of  the  Raabnttz,  near  Sovenyha^ 
routed  SOO  cavalry  of  the  Hungarian  In- 
surrection, and  drove  them  towards  Raab. 
On  the  9th,  the  Viceroy  proceeded  to- 
wards Sarvar.  The  cavalry  of  gen.  (irou-  ' 
chy  fell  in  with  the  enemy's  rear-guard 
at  Vasvar,  and  made  some  prisoners.  On 
the  loth,  gen.  Macdonald  arrived  -from 
Gratz  at  Kormond.  On  the  1 1th,  gen* 
Grenier  came  up  at  Kaiako  with  a  coluoaa 
of  the  enemy's  flank  corps  which  defended 
the  bridge.  He,  however,  p^issed  the 
river  in  force.  Gen.  Debroc  made  a  bril* 
liant  charge  with  the  9th  hussars  upon  a 
battalion  of  400  men,  300  of  whom  were 
made  prisoners:  On  the  12th  the  army 
passed  the  bridge  of  Merse  near  JPapa. 
The  Viceroy,  from  a  height,  observed  the 
whole  hostile  army  in  battle-array.  Gen. 
Montbrun  debouched  in  the  plain,  and 
charged  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  he 
completely  overthrew,  aher  haviog  wade 
many  skilful  manoeuvres.  The  ejaemy 
had  ahead  y  begun  to  retreiM; ;  the  Viceroy 
passed  the  i)ight  at  Papa.  Oa  the  15th, 
at  ^ve  A.  M.  the  army  inarched  towards 
Raab.  Our  cavalry  and  tihe  Austrianft 
sbewied  themselves  near  the  viliage  of 
Szaoach.  The  enemy  were  defeated,  and 
we  took  400  prisoners.  The  Archduke 
John  having  united  with  the  Archduke 
Palatine,  took  a  fine  position  upon  seme 
heights,  the  rig^t  wing  rested  upon  Raab, 
a  fortified  town,  and  the  left  covering  the 
road  of  Comom,  another  strong  place  in 
Hungary.— On  the  I4th,  at  a  1  p.  3ic«  the 
Viceroy  drew  up  his  anny  in-ocder  of 
battle,  and  with  35,000  men  aUa<jLe4 
50,000  of  the  enemy.  But  the  sseal  of  xmit 
troope  was  aniiaated  by  the  recollection 
^the  memorable  victory  wAich  had  sanc- 
tified this  day.  All  the  soldiers  shouted 
with  joy  when  they  asm  the  aiemy,  who 
were  placed  in  three  lines,  consisting  of 
from  80  to  25,000  men  of  the  remains  of 
thtjftie  aimy  of  Jtaly  m^uoh  bid  already 
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imgined  itself  masters  of  Italy  ;•  of  1 0.000 
men  under  gen.  Haddick  ;  of  5  or  6,000 
men  of  the  remains  of  Jellachich's  corps, 
and  the  corps  of  tlie  Tyrol  which  had 
joined  the  army  throi^gh   the   passes  of 
Carinthia ;   of  10  or  I'i.OOO  of  the  Hun- 
garian insurrection. — ^The  Viceroy  placed 
gen.  Montbrun's  cavalry,  the  brigade  of. 
gen.  Colbert,   and   the  cavalry  of  gen. 
Grouchy,  on  his  right  wing ;  the  corps  of 
gen.  Grenter  fi)nned  two  platoons,  whereof 
gen.  8erres's  division  was  the  right  one. — 
la  the  advanced  guard  an  Italian  division, 
commanded  by  gen.  Baraguay  d'Hilliers, 
formed  a  third  platoon.     The  reserve  of 
gen.   pQthod   formed   the  reserve ;    gen. 
Lanriston,  with  his  corps  of  observation, 
supported  by  §en,  Sahuc,  formed  the  ex- 
tremity of  the   left  wing,  and   watched 
Raab. — At  two  in  the  afternoon  the  can- 
nonade began.     At  three  our  second  and 
third  platoons  were  engapfcd.     The  fire 
from  the  maskelry  was  severe.     The  first 
line  of  the  enemy  was  overthro\\n;    but 
the  second  with5ioc)d  f»r  a  moment  tlie. 
abode  of  our  first  division,  which  Ijeing 
speedily  reinibrced,   al!*o  overthrow   the 
line  of  the  enemy.     The  enemy's  reserve 
then  appeared.     On  his  side  the  Vxeroy, 
who  followed  all  his  moven>ent.H,  advanced 
with  hts  reserve.     The  fine  p'^sition  of  the 
Aostrtans  wa.s  taken,  and  at  four  the  vic- 
tory was  d(jci?^ive.     The  enemy,  who  were 
iacomplote disorder,  coi  Id  not  easily  unitd, 
so  that  in  no  way  was  the  movement  of 
ear  cavalry  obstructed.*    Three  thousand 
prisoners,  six  pieces  of  cannon,  and   four 
standards,  are   the  memorials  of  this  at- 
chieveroent.     The  enemy  left  3,000  dead 
on  the  field  of  battle,  among  whom  \i  a 
major-general.   Our  loss  amounts  to  about 
900 killed  and  wounded.     Among  the  first 
is  col.  Thierry ;   and  among  the  latter, 
brigadier-gen.  Valentine  and  col.  Expert. 
—The  field  of  battle  bad  long  been  pitched 
upon  by  the  eoemy,  who  had  determined 
to  make  a  stand  in  that  fine  position.     On 
the  ]  5tfa  he  was  closely  pursoed  on  the 
road  of  Comom  and  Pest.  The  inhabit'Onts 
of  the  country  remain  tranquil,  and  take 
no  part  in  the  war.    The  Emperor's  Pro- 
clamation has  set  men's  minds  reflecting. 
It  is  known  thatlibe  Hungarian  nation  sd- 
•wajTs  desired  its  independence. — The  part 
of  the  Insurrection  which  is  now  will)  the 
army  was  raised  by  the  last  Diet ;  it  is  in 
inns  and  does  do^. 

Tvauieth  Bulieim,  daied  Vierma,  June  20. 

W4aa  tl»  new  vf  tht  ^kiety  of  Raab 


arrived  at  Bnda,  the  Empress  immediately 
left  it.— The  enemy's  army  was  pursued 
during  the  1 5  th  and  l(>th.  It  passed  the 
Danube  over  the  bridge  of  Comom. — The 
town  of  Raab  has  been  invested ;  we  hope 
to  be  roasters  of  it  in  a  few  days.  We 
have  taken  the  entrenched  camp  of  Raab» 
which  will  contain  100,000  men.— Tb* 
enemy  inundate  the  country  with  false 
reports ;  this  is  part  of  the  system  adopted 
for  stirring  up  the  lower  classes.— M.'  De 
MettemiiS  left  Vienna  on  the  18th.  He 
will  be  exchanged  forM.  Dodun  and  the 
officers  of  the  French  Legation. — Prince 
Gallitzen  entered  Gallicia  on  the  3rd,  in 
three  columns. 


Iftiperial  Decree,  daied  Vienna,  17/A  Maj, 
1  SOd,  proclainted  in  all  the  public  square$ 
and  maiket'places  qf  the  city. 

Napoleon,  emperor  of  the  French,  &c. 
taking  into  consideration  that  when  Char-  " 
letnagne,  emperor  of  the  French,  and  our 
sublime  predecessor,  endowed  the  bishops 
of  Rome  with  various  lands,  they  were 
given  as  fie&  to  maintain  the  peace  of  bis 
subjects,  and  that  Rome  did  not  thereiore 
cease  lo  form  a  part  of  his  empire :  Con- 
sidering further,  that  since  that  time  the 
union  of  spiritual  and  temporal  power  has 
been,  and  still  is^  the  source  of  dissention; 
ihat  the  popes  have  but  too  frequently 
availed  t^iei-nselves  of  the  one,  to  support 
their  pretensions  to  the  other;  and  that  < 
with  spiritual  concerns,  which  are  ia 
their  nature  immutable,  have  been  con- 
founded worldly  affairs,  which  change 
with  the  circumstances  and  politics  of  the 
times  : — Considering  "finally,  that  it  is  in, 
vain  to  attempt  to  reconcile  with  the  tem- 
poral pretensions  of  the  Pope,  all  that  we 
have  concerted  for  the  security  of  our 
army,  the  repose  end  prosperity  of  tiM 
nations  over  which  we  reign,  and  the  dig- 
nity an<l  inviolabifity  of  our  empire. 

We  have  decreed',  and  do  decree  «•> 
follow:— 

Art.  1.  The  Papal  Territory  is  vnited 
with  the  French  Empire.— ^2.  The  city  of 
Ro9ne>  illustrious  for  tlie  recollection  it 
recalls,  and  for  the  montmiehts  which  it 
contains,  is  declared  to  be  a  Fibe  anb 
Imperial  Citt.  Its  government  and  ad- 
mini^ration  shall  be  fixed  by  a  particular 
decree. — S«  The  monuments  of  Roman 
greatness  shrill  be  maintained  and  pre- 
served, at  the  expeiice^f  our  treasury.--— 
4^  The  pubHc  debt  is  declarcfd  to  be  the 
debt  ef  ^e  Etepive.-^.  llie  re^nae  dT 
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the  Pope  shall  be  fixed  at  two  millions  of 
francs,  free  from  aH  charges  ai^d  contribu- 
tions.— 6.  The  property  and  palaces  of 
his  Holiness  shfiU  be  subject  to  no  imposi- 
tion, jurisdiction,  or  visitation,  and  shall 
besrdes  enjoy  especial  preroffatives.  —  7. 
An  extraordinary  Consulta  shall,  on  the 
Ist  of  June,  take  possession  in  our  name 
of  the  Papal  dominions,  and  adopt  mea- 
sures that  on  the  1st  of  January,  1810,  the 
Constitutional  Government  take  effect. 
(Signed)  Nafoleon. 

Another  Decree  of  the  same  date  es- 
tablishes an  Extraordinary  Consulta,  con- 
visting  of  the  following  members:  Miollis, 
governor-general.  President;  Salcette,  mi- 
nister of  the  King  of  Naples ;  Degerando, 
:Jannet,  Del  Pozzo»  and  Debalde,  Secreta- 
ries. This  Consulta  is  ordered  to  take 
possession  of  the  Papal  territory,  so '  that 
the  transition  from  the  old  t6  the  new 
order  of  things  may  be  unperceived. — 
Then  follows  a  Proclamation  of  the  Con- 
sulta after  its  installation  to  the  Romans, 
congratulating  them  upon  the  change  in 
their  situation. 


xTrekch  Army  in  Portugal. — Bulletin, 
dated  Paris,  June  22. 

Alex.  Girardin,  colonel  of  the  8th  regt. 
«f  dragoons,  and  M.  Brun,  aid-de-camp  to 
the  duke  of  Dalmatia;  have  passed  through 
this  city  on  their  way  to  the  head-quarters 
of  his  Imperial  Majesty  in  Austria,  with 
dispatches  frojn  their-  excellencies  the 
dukes  of  Dalmatia  and  Elchingen,  copies 
of  which  have  been  delivered  to  the  war 
minister.  We  now  shall  anticipate  the 
details  whi(jh  will  be  given  out  of  the  dis- 
patches forwarded  to  the  Emperor,  by 
stating  all  the  particulars  respecting  the 
secona  corps  of  the  army  of  Spain  since 
the  month  of  January.  They  have  been 
80  misrepresented,  as  well  in  France  as  in 
Spain,  by  relations  taken  from  English 
papers,  and  by  erroneous  rumours,  to 
which  the  interruption  in  the  communica- 
tion between  the  various  corps  of  the  army 
had  given  birth,  that  it  becomes  necessary 
to  relate  them  in  the  order  which  their 
date  naturally  points  out. — After  the  em- 
barkation of  the  English  at  Corunna,  Jan. 
17th^  his  excellency  the  marshal  duke 
"^of  Dalmatia  inarched  towards  Portugal 
through  Santiago  and  Vigo.  The  difficul- 
ties which  he  experienced  in  endeavouring 
to  cross  the  Minho  so  near  its  junction 
with  the  sea,  compelled  him  to  ascend  its 
liaoks  as  far  as  Qfsnse,  whera  he  arrived 


the  5th  of  March,  and  from  thence  began 
his  operations. — The  Otli  of  March  ho 
crossed  the  bridge  over  tbp  Minho,  at 
Orense,  and  on  his  way  to  Chaves  met 
with  Romana's  army,  which  he  defeated 
at  luzo,  Allar/ta,  ami  Osogne,  near  Mon- 
terey* destroying  the  rear-guard,  consist- 
ing of  3,000  men,  and  taking  2,000  prisoners 
and  some  standards.  The  enemy  then  re- 
treated in  the  greatest  disorder  to  the  vale- 
of  Oez. — The  13th  of  March,  the  duke  of 
Dalmatia  appeared  before  Chaves,  on  the 
frontier  of  Portugal,  and  invested  this 
place,  which  capitulated  three  days  after. 
Its  garrison,  composed  of  several  thousand 
peasants  and  some  militia,'  were  sent  back 
to  their  habitations. — The  16th  March,  his 
excellency  marched  against  Braga,  where 
the  army  of  the  Portuguese  insurgents  had- 
taken  a  position.  Theba^ness  of  the  roads 
delayed  the  arrival  of  the  artillery  until 
the  1 9th,  when  the  cfnemy  were  atta<;ked. 
Their  force  was  estimated  at  20,000  men, 
which  were  entirely  overthrown.  They  lost 
6,000  and  ali  their  artillery,  and  retreated 
upon  Oporto. — ^The  24'th,  the  second  corps 
arrived  before  Oporto,  where  all  the  Por- 
tuguese northern  armies  were  collected  in 
an  intrenched  camp  flanked  with  redoubts, 
and  defended  by  a  numerous  artillery. — 
Two  days  were  spent  in  skirmishes,  and 
the  Fiench  troops  found  in  the  redoubts, 
of  which  they  took  possession,  a  shelter 
from  the  cannon  of  the  enemy. — The  29tb, 
the  duke  of  Dalmatia  fought  a  battle  as 
glorious,  as  memorable,  in  which  the 
French  displayed  their  usual  enthusiastic 
valour.  Lpwards  of  10,000  Portuguese 
were  killed  or  taken,  and  the  enemy  lost 
not  only  the  artillery  planted  on  then*  in- 
trenchmenls,  but  their  field  pieces.  This 
day  put  the  second  corps. of  the. army  in 
possession  of  more  than  209  pieces  of  can- 
non.— From  the  30tb  of  March  Wi  May 
10,  the  2nd  corps  was  employed  in  estab- 
lishing in  that  part  of  a  country  not  wholly 
conquered,  his  communication  with  the 
6th  corps  that  remained  in  Gallicia ;  large 
detachments  were  sent  to  Guimaraens  and 
Valencia,  in  order  to  bring  the  maga- 
zines which  had  been  left  at  Tuy,  and  to 
scour  the  country.  General  Loison,  whose 
death  the  English  had  falsely  published, 
was  detached  with  the  same  intent  against 
Amarante,  Villa  Real,  and  the  adjacent 
country,  with  2,500  mfantry  and  600 
horse*  The  10th  of  May,  the  vanguard 
of  the  duke's  army  was  on  the  Vouga.  It 
was  attacked  by  several  thousands  of  foot, 
1,500  horse,  and  6  piecesaf  cannon,  vfafck 
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formed  a  part  of  gen.  Wellesley's  army, 
lately  landed  in  Portugal.  The  vanguard 
retreated  behind  Feyra,  and  on  the  1 1  th 
re-crossed  the  Dooro,  with  the  division  of 
ffcn.  Merinet.  The  increase  of  the  British 
force  in  Portugal,  and  that  of  the  Portu- 
gaese  insurgents,  through  the  influence  ($f 
British  goid,  had  as  early  as  the  10th,  de- 
termined the  duke  of  Dalmatia  to  effect 
his  retreat  through  Amarante,  VrU-A  Real, 
and  Braganza,  ascending'  the  right  bank 
of  the  lX)uro.  But  a  numerous  corps  of 
Eagiish  and  Portuguese  having  compelled 
gfen.  Loison-to  evacuate  Amarante,  the 
diike  found  it  neces^ry  to  pass  through 
the  defiles  of  Salamonde,  and  in  order  to 
gain  two  marches  on  the  enemy,  to  sacri- 
fice a  few  pieces  of  cannon  and  their  cais- 
sons, which  he  ordered  to  be  destroyed, 
and  the  remaids  of  which  could  prove  of 
no  use  to  the  English. — The  latter  not 
having  b^en  able  to  gain  any  advantage 
on  the  second  corps  during  the  retreat, 
the  only  action  which  took  place  was  with 
oar  rear-guard  at  Oporto,  the  English 
having  found  means  to  convey  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Minho  about  1,000  in- 
fantry and  50  horse,  they  have  swelled' 
thn  trifling  engagement  into  a  battle,  the 
pompous  relation  of  which  (in  no  point  of 
view  a  military  one)  has  had  no  other  end 
than  to  deceive  the  people  of  London,  and 
perhaps  the  ministers  themselves,  in  order 
to  repay  them  for  the  hnmense  sums  of 
money  whieh  this  expedition  must  have 
eott  the  British  Treasury. — On  the  1 9th 
of  May,  the  dukeof  Dalmatia  was  at  Alfa- 
rits:  the  20th  he  crossed  the  Minho  at 
Orense  ;  and  the  23d  formed  a  communi- 
cation with  the  duke  of  Elchingen  himself 
and  the  ockrps  under  his  command. — ^The 
arrival  of  the  duke  of  Dalmatia's  army  into 
(yallicia  has  beeo  usefiil  nnd«r  every  point 
of  view.  It  has  dispersed  the  bands  of 
armed  peasants,  who  profiting  by  the 
■movements  of  the  duke  of  Elchingen 
against  Oviedo,  had  endeavoured  to  take 
Miession  of  Santiago  and  Logo,  assisted 
fty  the  few  English  ti*oops  who  still  occupy 
Vigo. — Such  was  the  state  of , things  in 
Gallicia  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Minho, 
daring  the  first  days  oi'  June,  and  the 
English  seemed  little  inclined  to  try  their 
fioarage  whh  the  2d  and  7  th  corps,  after 
tion. 


PoKTuoAL. — Official  Communication  from 
Marihal  Jkrctfotd  to  the  President  qf  the 
tUffxey^'  From  the  Usbon  Gazette  of 
4prtf2$,  1S09. 


Head  Quarters,  Tomas,  2 1  st  April. 

Having  been  informed  that  general 
Soult  makes  it  his  business  to  spread  falsa 
accounts  of  the  near  arrival  of  consider- 
able reinforcements,  and  Buonaparte  him^ 
self  at  the  head  of  80,000  mep,  and  that 
he  has  succeeded  in  deliidi^  by  similar 
falsehoods  part  of  the  Portuguese  forces. 
I  have  thought  it  right  to  order  the  in- 
closed Proclimation  to  be  printed  in 
Coimbra,  and  to  publish  the  intercepted 
letter  which  general  Kellerman  wrote  to 
him,  and  which  fell  into  my  hands,  in 
hopes  that  it  will  tend  to  counteract  tha 
intrigues  of  the  enemy,  for  which  purpose 
the  above  Proclamation  has  been  distri- 
buted in  Oporto,  and  all  other  places 
where  its  circulation  appeared  necessary. 
God  preserve  your  Excellency  many 
years. — W.  C.  Bbresford.— Marshal  and 
Commander  in  Chief* 

Proclamation.— Whereas  Marshal  Soult 
(who  styles  himself  Governor  of  Portugal) 
although  ho  is  perfectly  aware  of  the  cri* 
tical  situation  in  which  he  has  placed  him- 
self, but  which  iie  endeavours  to  conceal 
from  "the  unfortunate  troops  whom  he 
sacrifices  to  the  boundless  ambition  of  a 
tyrant,  circulates  false  reports  and  intel- 
ligence of  the  near  arrival  of  Buonaparte, 
at  the  head  of  a  French  army  of  80,000 
men,  in  order  to  deceive  the  public  with 
regard  to  the  dangers  by  which  he  is 
threatened.  Marshal  Beresford,  in  order 
to  undeceive  the  people  of  the  North  of 
Portugal,  and  the  French  army,  and  con. 
vince  them  of  the  falsehood  of  the  above 
reports, '  thinks  it  right  to  publish  the 
following  intercepted  letter,  written  to 
Marshal  Soult  by  general  Kellerman,  wh<? 
says  that  he  commands  the  French  force 
in  Upper  Spain.  When  it  is  ascertained 
that  a  General  publishes  falsehoods  in  on« 
case,  his  army  and  the  public  at  large  will 
know  how  to  appreciate  bis  accounts  oa 
other  occasions.  Marshal  Soult  is  per- 
fectly aware  of  the  danger  of  his  situatioiy 
but  endeavours  to  conceal  them  from  his 
troops;  and  the  cbliriers  of  whose  arrival 
he  boasts,  did  probably  arrive  froni  soma 
part  of  the  position  of  his  corps,  two  or 
three  leagues  distant.  They  could  not  a^ 
le&st  come  either  from  France  or  Spaio^ 
his  communication  with  these  countriea 
being  entirely  intercepted. 

jMter  from  General  Kellerman,  datid  Vul^ 
lodolid,  March 'SI,  1809. 

Sir  J  His  Imperial  Majesty  having  or«i 
d«r«d  the  duke  of  Istria  to  join  km,  haf 
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entrusted  roe  with  the  command  of  the 
french  forces  ia  Upper  Spain.  I  received 
the  letters  which  you  wrote  him  from 
Berin.  I  sent  copies  thereof  to  his  Im- 
perial Majesty,  and  the  prince  of  Neuf- 
chatel,  and  transmitted  the  letter  which 
was  addressed  to  the'  duke,  to  his  high- 
ness. Marshal  Bessiores  set  out  for  Ger- 
many on  the  I()th  instant,  and  the  Impe- 
rial Gus^rd,  with  every  person  belonging 
to  the  Imperial  household.  On  the  *20th 
war  against  Austria  was  declared ;  |)ut  it 
is  not  yet  known  whether  the  Emperor  will 
proceed  to  the  Inner  Tagliamenta.  My 
position  in  Spain  is  rather  critical ;  but  I 
occupy  the  plain  coimtry  with  a  consi- 
derable body  of  horse,  although  I  am 
destitute  of  infiomtry.  I  am  watching  the 
iuovemeuts  of  the  army  of  Asturias,  and 
of  the  troops  of  Romana,  who  obstruct  our 
communication  with  the  provinces  they 
occupy.  I  am  not  able  to  do  what  I  could 
wish,  but  send  strong  reconnoitering  par- 
ties to-Braganza  and  Miranda,  and  do  all 
I  can  to  keep  the  people  between  this 
place  ami  Madrid  in  order,  whom  I  know 
to  be  disaffected.  Your  brother  has  ar- 
rived here,  but  I  do  not  see  how  he  will 
be  able  to  rejoin  as  he  wishes.  The  war 
in  Germany,  produced  by  the  intrigues  and 
gold  of  England,  cannot  but  be  attended 
with  the  most  dreadful  consequences  for 
\xi,  and  must  for  the  present  render  our 
situation  extremely  critical.  You  cannot 
expect  any  reinforcements,  unless  the  duke 
of  Elchingen  should  be  able  to  send  you 
some,  of  which  I  cannot  judge,  as  I  have 
not  the  least  communication,  with  him; 
and  all  GaJlicia  is  in  a  state  of  insurrection. 
I  send  you  this  letter  by  a  person  in  whom 
I  place  much'  confidence,  and  who  is  wor- 
thy of  yours,  &c.  (Signed) — Kellebman. — 
P.  S.  Turkey  has  made  peace  with  Eng- 
land ;  there  are  insurrections  in  every 
part  of  Germany.    ,  "^ 

Soldiers,  who  compose  the  French 
afiny,  such  arb  the  reports  which  your 
Commander  spreads  an^ong  you,  and  such 
it  the^me  intelligence  which  the  French 
Generals  endeavour  to  conceal  from  the 
,  people,  wlio  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  be 
subjected  to  their  power .^ — ^Head -Quarters, 
Tomas,  the  20th  April,  1809, — (Signed)—' 
W.  C  Bbrbsford,  Marshal  and  Comman- 
der in  Chief. 

Vr&n  the  Lisbon  Gazette  Extraordinary,  Jtme 

1. — Letter  from  D.  Manuel  De  Uria  Y 

.  JL^no,  t9  hk  SxceUency  Sefior  Francuco 


Most  Excellent  Sir.— I  have  received  a 
dispatch  from  gen.  de  Valdeorras  D.  Jose 
Ranaon  de  Quiroga  e  Vria,  dated  in  Cosoyo, 
the  23d  current,  which  is  as  follows  : — 

"  1  just  receive  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Junta  of  Monforte  a  letter  of  the  21st 
instant,  of  which  the  aimexed  is  a  Copy  : — 
"  Irmao,  governor  of  Quiroga/  informs  me, 
that  the  French  have  been  engaged  with 
our  army  during  three  successive  days. 
The  principal  action  was  at  Ponte-vicevo, 
between  Meira  and  Lugo,  in  v^hich  the 
enemy  lost  3,000  men  in  killed  and  pri- 
soners, and  2,000  Germans  who  abandoned 
his  stamlard.  The  firing  ceased  on  the 
20th,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  when  a  capi- 
tulation was  proposed.  I  could  not  prevail 
Upon  myself  to  delay  communicating  to 
you  rexcellency  intelligence  so  agreeable. 
You  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  their 
excellencies  the  English  and  Portuguese 
generals  of  these  events." — To  which  I 
have  to  add  the  following  : — 

The  army  of  the  marquis  de  la  Romana 
attacked  the  French  on  the  side  of  Meira, 
and  pursued  them  toParaday.  From  thence 
the  enemy  retreated  to  Clemente,  where 
he  was  surrounded,  and  a  terrible  ^e  of 
artillery  and  musquetry  was  opened  upon 
him.-  Kot  until  many  were  killed,  he  fled 
towards  Lugo,  leaving  in  our  hands  three 
pieces  of  cannon  among  the  other  spoils  of 
our  victory.  Our  troops  followed  up  to 
the  gates  of  the  crity,  in  the  full  expecta- 
tion that  the  place  would  be  taken  either 
by  capitulation  or  force.  By  good  fortime 
the  Apostle  Mazarredo  who  so  often  has 
sworn  on  thfe  Evangelists,  fealty  to  his 
king  in  Astorga,  happened  to  be  in  Lugo 
in  company  with  Lot.  Ney  has  escaped, 
and  we  'are  assured  that  be  entered  Astu- 
rias  with  2,000  men,  and  for  our  consola- 
tion he  will  probably  there  remain. — The 
English  are  in  sight  of  Corunna  and  Ferroi 
with  a  great  number  of  vessels,  and  have 
determined  to  disembark  at  tliose  placeft 
— Farreii-a,  2Jstof  May,  1809. 

The  same  general  writes  me  also  as 
follows  : — At  seven  o'clock  this  evening,  I 
received  an  official  dispatch  of  the  capture 
of  Lugo,  by  marshal  Don  Nichokis  Mahi, 
general  second  in  command  of  the  Army 
of  the  Left,  in  the  absence  of  his  excellency 
marquis  de  la  Romana,  commander  in 
chief.  This  action  was  glorious,  not  only 
from  its  important  efi^ts  but  on  account 
of  the  obstinate  resistance  of  the  enemy, 
who,  in  the  sequel,  was  conquered  with 
the  loss  of  4*000  men  in  prisoners,  w^uftd- 
ed^  and  killed.      I  canaol  exprois  loo 
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«rong!j  my  praises  of  the  detertniii^ 
nionr  of  the  Spaniards,  from  whose  exer- 
tioBs  I  expect  the  best  results,  and  which 
hare  already  acquired  for  us  in  this  affair 
rix  pieces  of  artiUery,  and  a  quantity  of 
ammonition. — I  hope  j^ou  will  comratmi- 
cate  these  acceptable  articles  of  ijiforma- 
tioD,  witb  the  applause  doe  to  the  brave, 
to  generals  Beresford,  Silveira,  and  whom- 
soererelse  they  may  coucern,  accompanied 
also  by  my  best  acknowledgments — 
Scciog  Lafjo  has  been  taken,  and  that  gen. 
Carrera,  with  a  division  of  more  than  ^,000 
meu,  is  in  Ponte  de  Taleyada,  between 
the  reads  of  St.  Jago  and  Orense,  hopes 
may  be  entertained  that  »he  armies  of  Ney 
andSonh  will  be  destroyed. — GfKi  pre- 
ttrre  voar  cxct^llency,  &c.-^Fife  a.  m. 
May  25th,  1 809.     (Signed) 

Manuel  De  Uria  Y  Llano. 


lx:isu.^D€dar{Uian,  dated  25th  qf  April 
(5ih  May.) 

The  peace  between  Prance  and  Aortria, 
which  has  long  been  wavering,  is  at  length 
cntiwly  at  an  end.    By  tlie  last  advices,  the 
A«man  troops  have  entered  the  Duchy 
of  Warsaw,  and  the  States  of  Saxony  and 
Baram.— It  is  thus  that  the  flanKS  of  war 
^hicfa  had    been   so  lately    extinguished 
tpoQ  the  Continent  havt  just  be#n  rekind- 
led, and,  by  the  force  of  circumstances, 
it  is  necessary  that  all  the  powers  of  Eu- 
njpe  should  take  tip  iirms  again.— The  pre- 
pwations  for  war  on  the  part  of  Austria 
^re  the  first  cause  of  this  misunderstand- 
rag.    Rassia  could  not  sec  these  with  in- 
difirence,  every   means  were  employed 
from  ^c  beginning  to  pot  an  end  to  them: 
the  gtiartntee  of  Russia  of  the  integrity  of 
the  Austrian  States  was  even  offered,  and 
ttthe  same  time  it  was  declared,  that  id 
▼irtne  of  the  exi^ng  alliance  with  France, 
CTery  attack  upon  the  present  order  of 
^ings  would  be  considered  as  a  violation 
oJthe  rights  stipulated  by  treaties,  which 
<»^lto  be  maintained  by  the  force  of 
VBB.    Austria  not  rejecting  the  pctcifio 
insinoations  made   to  her,   pretended   at 
first  that  her  measures  were  only  defen* 
"▼c;  that  they  were  occasioned  only  by 
the  fear  of  the  danger  which  threatened 
^;  that  her  intention  was  not  to  under^ 
^  an  oifedsive  war,  and  that  she  would 
not  break  the  peace. — ^Facti  have  proved 
<Jf  how  Kttle  value  these  assurahces  were. 
T^  measures  of  defence  which  progre*- 
*^l7  ificreasecl  bate  changed  intodftn- 
*wt  measures.     Iti  the  room  of  the  fear 
*^t  WIS  expressed,  ambitious  plans  have 


been  developed,  and  the  war  waa  broken 
out  by  tbe  iuvaskm  of  foreign  states, 
even  before  any  declaration  of  war  in  the 
accustomed  fofin.  Austria,  who  knew  per- 
fectly well  the  conduct  which  Russia  would 
hold  under  tbe  preseilt  circumstances,  has 
determined  to  renounce  her  friendship,  and 
rekindle  the  ffames  of  war  even  upon  our 
frontiers,  rather  than  desist  from  her  pro- 
jects.— In  consequence  orders  have  been 
given  to  the  Russian  ambassador  at  Vienna 
to  quit  that  capital  immediately,  and  it  has 
been  declanred  to  the  Austrian  ambassador 
at  this  court,  that  from  this  moment  his 
diplomatic  functions  have  ceased,  and  that 
all  relations  are  broken  o%  with  him  and 
his  court. 

Proclamation  qf  Prince  Galliizin,  who  km 
the  Command  qf  the  Russian  Army  tukich 
has  penetrated  Gallicia,  addressed  to  the 
Inhabitants,  in  tfie  Russian  and  Polish 
Languages,  dated  May  11,1 809. 

Russia  could  not  behold,  with  indif- 
ference, the  war  that  has  broken  out  be- 
tween France  and  Austria.-— Russia  did 
every  thing  to  prevent  the  commence* 
ment  of  these  hostile  operations.  She  de-* 
clared  even  to  the  court  of  Austria,  that» 
pursuant  to  articles  of  treaty  between  the 
emperors  of  Russia  and  France,  and  to  the 
close  alliance  entered  into  by  those  two 
powers,  she  should  be  obliged  to  act  in 
concert  with  France.  Austria  listened  to 
none  of  these  remonstrances ;  but  long 
en^learoured  to  conceal  her  warlike  pre- 
parations under  pretence  that  she  was 
obliged  to  adopt  necessary  measures  for 
her  security  and  defence,  till  she  at  last, 
by  open  hostilities,  betrayed  her  designs, 
and  kindled  the  flames  of  war. — ^Russia 
has  no  lon^r  hesitated  to  take  a  part  in  a 
war  in  which  she  is  bound  to  engage  by 
the  most  solemn  treaties.  As  soon  as  slie 
learned  that  JKJ^ilities  had  commenced, 
she  broke  off*  all  relations  of  friendship 
which  had  subsisted  between  her  and  Au- 
stria»  and  gave  orders  to  her  army  to 
advance  into  Gallicia.  Tbe  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  army  catering  that  pro- 
vince to  oppose  the  views  of  Austria, 
and  to  resist  force  by  force,  has  received 
from  his  m^esty  the  Emperor  express 
orders  solemnly  to  assure  tbe  peaceable 
inhabitants  of  Gallicia  that  the  liews  of 
Russia  are  not  hostile  ;  that  amid  all  mJlii 
tary  operations,  tbe  security  and  safety  of 
persons  and  property  shall  be  most  strictly 

respected. The  Commander  in  Chief 

shall  prove,  by  his  conduct,  that  the  prin- 
ciples recommended  by  his  Sf)<veretgQ  are 
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%)8o  cofiBoflant  to  his  own  inclinations  and 
feelings.  Princb  Gallitzin, 

Commander  in  Chief. 
Uka9C  to  the  Satate  doled  St.   Petersburg, 
Mayl,\B09. 
It  18  known  to  the  whole  world,  with 
what  firmness   the  trade  of  neutrals  has 
been  protected  by  Russia,  when  ihe  powers 
of  Europe  were  at  war  ;  it  is  known  with 
what  valour  she  has  guarded  the  interests 
of  trading  nations  in  the  time  of  peat  e, 
ngainst  the  events  of  w^ir.     Following  up 
this  invariable  principle,  also  during  the 
present   rupture  with  Britain,  we  enter- 
tained the  fullest   hopes   that  the  trade 
withirlendly  powers  would  not  be  carried 
on  by  forbidden  means ;  but  as  experience 
during  last  season  has  proved  to  us,  that 
the  enemy  has   found  it  practicable,  by 
means  of  neutral  vessels,  to  supply  himself 
with  such  produce  as  he  stood  in  need  of, 
and  to  gain  strength  by  exchanging  his 
own  produce,  we  have  at  present  been 
Compelled  to  order  two  vessels  to  be  seized. 
For  these  reasons,  and  to  prevent  various 
subterfuges  and  artifices,  we  have  deemed 
it  necessary  to  establish  some  ruks^  and 
%^  hereby  order, 

1.  That  all  masters  of  neutral  vessels, 
arriving  at  our  ports,  are  to  prove  the  pro- 
perty being  neutral,  by  the  following  do- 
cuments ot  the  ship,  viz.  a  pass,  ship's  re- 
ffister,  muster-roll,  log-book,  cocket,  mani- 
fest of  the  cai-go,  the  charter-party,  bills 
of  lading,  certificates  of  origin,  whether 
the  cargo,  or  part  of  the  same,  belonging 
to  the  captain,  and  by  the  invoices  of  such 
ressels  as  come  from  America  or  the  In- 
<3ies,  or  are  bound  there.     In  case,  how- 
ever, the  master  is  not  provided  jwith  any 
one  of  the  documents,  the  ship  is  to  be 
sent  out  of  our  ports,  and  not  to  be  per- 
mitted to  discharge. — 2.  In  case  of  neu- 
tral ships  being  partly  loaded  with  mer- 
chandize which  can  be  proved  to  be  of  the 
manufacture  or  produce  of  the  enemv,  the 
tame  to  be  stopped,  the  goods  to  be  seized 
and  sold  by  public  auction,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  government  ;  but,  if  more  than 
half  of  the  cargo  consists  of  such  goods, 
then  not  only  the  cargo,  but  also  the  ship 
IS  to  be  seized. — 3.  A  pass  granted  the 
ibip,  by  a  neutral,  friend ly,  or  allied  power, 
is  not  to  be  considered  legal,  as  soon  as  it 
appear^  that  the  master  has  acted  contrary 
|o  the  same  ;  or  if  the  ship  is  named  in 
the  pass  diifbrently  to  what  she  is  in  the 
rest  of  her  documents,  unless  the  alteration 


made  is  proved  by  documentt,  attested  b 
legal  authority,  at  the  place  from  whicL, 
the  vessel  departed,  and  produced  before^ 
the  magistracy  of  said  place  ;  in  this  in- 
stance  the  master  is  not  to   be  considered 
guilty. — 4-.  A  pa^  is  not  to  be  considered  \ 
valid,  if  it  should  appear  that  the  ve^^l  ta, 
which  it  is  granted  wa-s  not,   at  the  very 
time  it  is  dated,  at  one  of  the  pons  of  tU^ 
power  by  which  it  had  been  given. — 5, 
If  the  sunercargo  or  master,  or  more  than 
one-third  of  the  crew,  of  a  neutral  vessel, 
should  be  subjects  of  powers  at  war  with 
us  ;  or  if  such  a  vessel  is  not  provided  with 
a  muster-roll  of  the  crew, duly  attested  by 
the  magistracy  of  such  neutral  ports  from 
which  the  same  departed,  then  both  ship 
and  car^o  are  to  be  seized,  but  the  crew 
to  be  set  at  liberty — 6.  If  it  should  ap- 
pear that  the* pass  produced  by  the  master 
hai  been  counterfeited  or  altered,  ship  and 
cargo  are  to  be  seized  for  the  benefit  of  go- 
vernment, and  the  master  to  be  brought  to 
trial,  and  to  be  dealt  with  as  is  prescribed 
by  the  laws  for  those  wl|i)  make  false  docu- 
mtnU  ;  the  crew  to  be  set  at  liberty. — 7. 
It'it  should  appear  that  a  vessel  is  provided 
wi(h   double    documents,    with    different 
destinations,  such  a  vessel  and   her  canjo 
to  be  seized  for  the  bcn<  titof  government. 
In  case  the  master  wishes  to  jusitfy  him- 
self, by  having  lost  his  documents,  and 
cannot  produce  any  proofs,  his  vessel  to 
be  detained,  granting  him  time  A>r  procu^ 
ring  the  same  proportton  »telo  the  distance, 
if  h  e  wishes  it ;  else,  if  the  master  cannot 
wait  so  long,  ship  and  cargo  are  imme- 
diately to  be  sent  off;  but  if  at  the  expi- 
ration of  the  period  fixed,  the  master  docs 
not  produce  the  needful  proofs,  ship  and 
Crtrgo  are  to  be  seized  for  the  benefit  of  go- 
vernment.— «.  No  ship  built  by  the  ene- 
my is  to  be  considered   neutral,  unless 
amongst  other  documents,  a  duly  attested 
doctmient  is  found,  proving  the  sale  or 
transfer  to  have  taken  place,   before  the 
declaration  of  the  war ;  else  ship  and  cargo 
are  to  be  seized  for  the  benefit  of  govern- 
ment.— 9.     If  the  owner  or  commander 
of  a  neutral  vessel  happen  to  be  a  native  of 
a  nation  at  war  with  us,  and  are  proviiied 
with  passes  of  a  neutral  power,  in  such  a 
case  the  past  is  not  to  serve  as  a  clearance, 
as  long  as  th«y  cannot  prove  having  be- 
come subject^  ^nd  residenUi  of  such   a 
power  previous  to  the  declaration  of  war; 
else,  they  are  to  be  sent  off,  with  their  ships, 
not  allowing  them  to  take  in  return  ( argoe84 
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TO  THE  KING. 

On  tIicI\IariHme  War  against  France, 

Letter  L 
Sir; 
^Yhen  every  eye  in  tlie  nation,  at  tho* 
end  of  sixieen  years  of  a  war  which  has 
given  rise  to  the  Income  Tax,  which  has 
ciused  a  part  of  every  man's  estate  to  be 
alienated  under  the  name  of  Redemption 
ofLinJ-tax,  which  has  banished  gumeas 
from  tlwj  land  and  made  Bank-notes  a 
legal  tender,  which  has  seep  the  Habeas 
Coq>us  or  Peraonal  Safety  Act  for  many 
years  suspended,  which  has  drained  ihe 
kingdom  of  its  youth  and  its  vigpur,  leav- 
ing; the  next  generaliuji  to  be  the  oft">pring 
of^Jecrepiiude,  deformity  and  imbecility, 
which  has  thus  entailed  upon  the  nation 
ugliness  and  weajiness  and  disease,  and 
which,  while  it  has  robbc^l  the  land  of 
thoQsaads  upon  thv^osands  of  the  best  of 
its  labourers  in  order  to  convert  them 
into  defenders  of  Sicily  ami  other  foreign 
countries,  has  intn)duced  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  foreigners  to  defend  this 
same  land  ;  at  such  a  time,  when  every 
eye  in  the  nation  is  anxiously  fixed  upon 
-the  great*  and,  in  all  probability,  the  last, 
attemp',  about  to  be  made  against  the 
enemy;  it  appears  to  me,  that  it  may  be 
useful  puljlicly  to  state  cert,iin  facts,  re- 
lating to  the  mode  of  carrying  on  a  war 
of  such  wearisome  length  and  such  deso- 
lating consequence ;  and  that  this  st  ite- 
ment  may,  from  its  manner,  lose  none  of   prove,   by  their    express   declarations  as 
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purposes  of  their  respective  stations,  their 
time  has,  fropn  the  momtijit  they  entered 
those  oiFices,^  been^alm  )st  wholly  engrossed 
by  endeavours  to  defend  themselves,  and 
to  annoy  uuvl  degrade  their  own  political 
enemies  and  your  Majesty's  iate  servants- 
As  men  may  be  blinded  by  too  much  light, 
so  a  people  may  be  kept  in  error,  may  be 
deceived  and  ruined,  by  the  means  of  the 
Kprcss,  which,  unperverted,  is  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  insure  the  couiJtant  triumph  of 
truth ;  and,  i  have,  for  my  part,  no  doubt, 
that,  with  all  our  parade-  of  publicity,  with 
all  our  ostentation  of  unreservne,  there  is,  in 
the  whole  world,  no  people,  who,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  magnitu<le;  understand  so 
little  of  their  public  affairs  as  is  under- 
stood by  the  people  of  this  kingtlom. 
Were  not  this  the  case.  Sir,  it  would  be 
impossible,  that  the  enemy  should  be  in 
his  present  flourishinc:  state,  with  respect 
to  his  internal  arid  othf  r  resources,  while 
England  possesses  such  means  of  cutting 
off  those  resources. 

The  general  opinion,  in  this  country,, 
is,  that  France  is  in  a  miserable  state  ;  that 
the  people  are  staring;  anvl,that,  as/o<'o//i- 
jnrrce,  there  is  no  more  of  it  going  on  in 
the  dominions  of.  Napoleon,  than  upon  any 
of  the  islets  in  the  Thames. about  Windsor 
or  Hampton  CoUrt.  This,  too,  1  conclude 
to  be  the  opinion  of  your  jNIajcsty  ;  be- 
cause, as  I  before  observed,  y«)ur  informa- 
tion, as  to  such  matters,  must  be. derived 
from   your   servants,    and  those   servants 


its  intrinsic  importance,  I,  for  the  second 
time  in  my  life,  presume  to  address  my- 
aelf  directly,  to  your  Majesty,  taking  tare, 
thjit  in  this  instance,  no  keeper  of  otncial 
papers  shall,  ,as  in  a  recent  one,  have  it  in 
his  power  f  garble,  or  to  suppress,  any 
part  of  that  which  1  write.        ^ 

That  your  Majesty  is  not  well  informed 
as  to  the  great  and  interesting  matters,- 
open  w^ich  1  am  addressing  you,  1,  with- 
out the  smallest  hesitation,  conclude ; 
first,  because  the  measures  of  your  ser- 
vantSj,  through  whom  your  information 
mu^  come,  are,  m  no  wise,  calculated  for 
the  real  state  of  things ;  and,  secondly,  be»- 
cause,  supposing  those  servants  to  possess 
both  talenuand  zeal  sufficient  for  all  the 


well  as  by  their  condoct,  that  such  is  their 
view,  of  the  situation  of  the  empire  of 
France.  As  to  whether  th6  subjects  of 
Napoleon  like,  or  dislike,  his  government; 
or,  whether  they  be  better  or  worse  off* 
now  than  they  were  under  their  former 
sovereigns ;  these  are  questions,  which 
we  can  discuss  to  no  profit,  because  we 
possess  no  facts  whereon  to  reason ;  but, 
with  regard  to  the  conmwrcc  of  France,  . 
and  that  sort  of  commerce  which  is  the 
only  valuable  one,  I  possess,  from  the  best 
possible  source,  quite  a  sufficiency  of  facts 
to  shew,  that,  upon  that  subject,  at  least, 
this  has  been  the  most  deceived  of  nations, 
and  your  Majesty  the  most  deceived  of 
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The  sort  of  commerce,  to  which  I  al- 
lude, IS  what  we,  in  England,  call  the 
coasting  trade;  but,  in  the  dominions  of 
Napoleon,  or  countries  under  his  sway,  it 
is  to  be  considered  as  something  much 
more  important  than  it  is  with  us.  There 
is  no  doubt,  that  the  trade  between  London 
and  the  coal- mines  Is  of  a  million  times 
more  value  to  England  than  all  her  foreign 
Commerce  put  together.  But,  if  we  cast 
our  eye  over  the  map  of  Europe,  wc  shall 
sec,  that  the  coasting  trade  of  Napoleon 
embraces  climates;  and  that  a  maritime 
communication  between  his  several  coun- 
tries must  be,  not  only  of  vast  benefit 
to  him,  but  in  some  cases,  necessary  to  the 
existence  of  the  people.  Some  of  these 
countries  must  supply  the  others  with  com. 
Without  the  oil  and  the  wine  and  the  silks 
and  the  cotton  these  countries  might  exist; 
but  the  southern  countries  could  not,  in 
many  cases,  possibly  exist  without  the 
necessaries  of  life  from  the  North  ;  and  of 
carrying  on  this  commerce  there  are  no 
means  other  than  those  of  a  maritime 
nature. 

The  extent  of  this  commerce,  in  the 
dominions  of  Napoleon,  is  scarcely  to  be 
credited  by  those,  who  are  not  acquainted 
with  the  facts.  Along  the  coasts  of  Naples, 
Tuscany,  Genoa  and  Piedmont ;  from  the 
Southern  Provinces  of  France  and  Mar- 
seilles, through  Cette,  and  the  grand  canal 
of  Louis  XIV.,  to  Bourcleaux,  and  thence 
along  the  Atlantic  coasts  of  France,  the 
whole  of  the  coasts  of  Holland,  and  into 
the  Elbe ;  in  short,  from  the  Baltic  to  the 
southern  point  of  Italy,  all  the  countries 
are  connected  by  a  chain  of  oomrtiercial 
intercourse  as  complete,  perhaps,  as  ever 
existed  in  the  world,  and  as  advantageous 
as  it  is  extensive.  This  commerce  is,  by 
your  Majesty's  servants,  spoken  of  under 
the  degrading  appellation  of  "  a  mere 
coasting  trade  ;'*  but,  this  is  precisely  that 
trade,  which  is  really  advantageous  to  a 
nation.  If  Ens^Iand  were  cut  off  from 
all  communication  with  foreign  nations, 
she  would,  in  point  of  strength  and  of 
happiness,  suffer  nothing  at  all.  But,  cut 
ofT  the  communication  between  London 
and  the  coal-mines,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
London  must  perish  or  disperse.  There 
are  several  branches  of  our  coasting  trade, 
of  a  degree  of  importance,  not,  mdeed, 
approaching  nearly  to  this;  but,  still  of 
greater  importance  to  us,  than  all  our  foreign 
commerce  put  together.  If,  for  instance, 
only  one  year's  mterruption  were  to  take 
place  in  the  exchange  of  cooZj  for  timber 


between  Cumberland  on  the  one  part, 
and  Hampshire  and  Sussex  on  the  other 
part,  the  woods  of  these  latter  counties 
must  be  burnt  to  keep  the  people  from 
perishing,  whereas  by  the  exchange  now 
going*  on,  these  w'oods  are  preserved,  the 
people  have  fuel  in  plenty,  and  that  fuel, 
after  having  given  comfort  in  that  capa- 
city, becomes  a  valuable  manure  for  the 
land.  One  year's  interruption  of  this  ex- 
change would  do  England  more  harm  than 
would  be  done  by  the  sinking  of  all  foreign 
countries  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  This 
is,  however,  only  one  instance  out  of'  hun- 
dreds which  might  be  enumerated  ;  and, 
without  any  thing  more  being  said,  it 
must,  I  think,  be  as  clear  as  the  sun  at 
noon  day,  that,  if  the  enemy  were  able  to 
put  a  stop  to  our  coasting  trade,  it  might  be 
at  once  asserted,  that  he  had  it  in  his  power 
to  reduce  us  to  his  own  terms,  be  they 
what  they  might.  Is  it  not,  then,  worth 
the  while  of  your  Majesty's  servants ;  is 
it  not  worth  the  while  of  those,  who  are 
entrusted  with  the  conducting  of  the  war, 
to  enquire  what  is  the  extent  of  the  coast- 
ing trade  of  the  French  empire,  and  to 
inform  themselves  as  to  the  means  of  de- 
stroying*  or,  at  least,  interrupting  that 
trade }  To  attack,  or  to  oppose.  Napoleon 
in  Spain,  Naples,  Sicily,  Sweden,  Den- 
mark, Hanover,  or  in  the  East  or  West 
Indies,  is  what  it  would  be  for  an  enemy 
to  attack  us  in  Nova  Scotia,  Canada,  or  in 
any  of  our  colonies,  where,  though  a  de- 
feat might  produce  mortification,  it  would 
not  seriously  affect  us,  either  in  our  com- 
forts or  in  the  sources  of  our  national 
strength.  We  should  regret  the  loss  of 
Canada,  perhaps,  or  of  a  West  India 
island  ;  but,  the  loss,  like  that  of  a  child 
out  of  a  numerous  family,  would  not  be  felt 
in  our  affairs.  We  should  still  be  as  rich 
and  as  strong  as  before ;  but,  cut  off  the 
means  of  sending  com  and  timber  and 
iron  and  tin  and  coal  al6ng  our  coasts,  fix)m 
one  part  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,  and 
the  distress*  is  instantly  felt.  In  fact^ 
the  diflferent  parts  of  this  kingdom  can 
no  more  dispense  with  the  *  coasting 
trade,  than  the  farmer  can  dispense  with 
the  aid  of  the  blacksmith  and  the  wheel- 
wright. 

.  This,  it  will,  perhaps,  be  said,  is  not 
the  case  with  the  countries  under  the  do- 
minion of  Napoleon.  But,  will  it,  then,  be 
asserted,  that  those  countries,  though  ex- 
tending almost  across  the  whol6  of  the 
European  continent,  and  including  such  a 
variety  of  climateS|  are^  nevertheless,  so 
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circumstanced  as  to  he  ab!o  to  <ixist,  and 
conteatedly  too,  without  any  commerce 
with  each  other;  that  is  to  say,  without 
any  exchange  of  natural  productions,  or 
of  manufactures?  The  truth  is,  however, 
that  the  commerce  between  the  several 
parts  of  this  vast  empire  is  so  great,  th;it 
convoys  of  ei^^htif,  a  hundred,  and  even  of 
tvsQ  hundred  sail,  are  frequently  seen,  an^l 
by  your  Majesty's  fleets  too,  carrying  on 
this  trade  in  perfect  security.  These  con- 
sist chiefly  of  Luggers,  or  Zebecks,  of  a 
light  draught  of  water,  from  eighty  to  a 
hundred  and  twenty  tons  burthen,  and  are 
navigated  by  a  proportionate  number  of 
seamen.  There  are  employed  in  this 
commerce,  from  the  river  of  Bourdeaux 
alone,  thirty  three  thousand  seamen  and  up- 
wards. The  coasts  of  the  Mediterranean 
teem  with  this  commerce.  Its  ports  and 
bays  swarm  with  vessels  ;  and,  at  no  time 
was  the.  commerce  so  great  between 
France  and  Italy  on  the  one  side,  and  be- 
tween France  and  Holland  and  the  North, 
oo  the  other  side,  as  it  is  at  this  moment, 
while  your  Matjesty's servants  are  boasting, 
that  they  have  a  navy  which  scours  the 
ocean,  and  that  "  England  engrosses  the 
•'  commerce  of  the  world."  While  they 
amuse  themselves  and  the  nation  with 
this  empty  vaunting,  the  commerce  of 
France,  and  her  vassal  states,  carried  on 
almost  within  the  reach  of  the  n^ked 
eye  of  our  admirals,  far  exceeds,  in  tl^ 
means  of  contributing  towards  national 
strength,  the  commerce  of  England  and  of 
all  her  allies.  The  general  persuasion 
here,  is,  that  all  the  people,  under  the 
sway  of  France,  are  sunertng  from  "causes 
almost  similar  to  those  which  aflect  the 
inhabitants  of  a  besieged  town;  that  the 
people  of  the  North  can  get  no  wine  or  oil, 
and  that  those  of  the  South  can  get  no  corn  ; 
that  there  are  no  materials  to  make  goods 
of  any  sort,  that  all  i^  decay  and  mi- 
sery, and  that,  surely,  the  poor,  beggared, 
pinched  people  must,  surely,  they^  must 
soon  be  pushed  to  desperation ;  must  re- 
volt, and  must  tear  Napoleon  and  his  go- 
vernment to  morsels.  This  has  been  th.e 
expectation  for  years,  in  like  manner  as, 
for  years  before,  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  foreign 
pensioner  Sir  Francis  D*  Ivernois  kept 
alive  the  constant  expectation^  that  France 
would  become  a  bankrupt,  and  would  then 
be  compelled  to  submit  to  her  enemies. 
As  the  nation  was  deceived .  th«^  so  it  is 
deceived  now ;  and  so,  I  greatly  fear,  it 
will  continue  to  be  deceived,  until  a  know- 
ledge ^  a  belief  of  the  troth,  will  come 


[^ 


too  late.  One  thing,  indeed,  has  stag- 
gered many  of  even  the  credulous  part  of 
the  nation  ;  and  that  is  the  fact  of  France 
being  able  still  to  renew  her  squadrons 
and  iier  maritime  expeditions.  For,  this 
astonishing^  power  of  creating  a  maritime 
force  is  altogether  incompatible  with 
the  assertion^  of  your  Majesty's  servants 
respecting  the  ruined  state  of  the  com- 
merce of  France.  The  commerce  of 
France  being  "  annihilated*^  we  cannot 
help  wondering  that  the  ports  of  Brest  and 
Rochefort  should  be  continually  sending 
forth  their  squadrons ;  we  cannot  help 
being  surprized  and  somewhat  vexed  at 
seeing  a  squadron  of  ten  or  twelve  sail  of 
the  line  come  out  of  the  ports  of  France, 
in  the  space  of  a  few  months  after  we  have 
been  congratulated  upon  the  destruction  of 
the  last  of  the  enemy's  '.ships.  The  fleet 
in  Basque  Roads  is  said,  by  the  prints  of 
your  Majesty's  servants,  to  have  been 
worth  several  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  and 
that  the  Calcutta  alone  was  worth  six 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  being  full  of  mi- 
litary and  nnval  stores.  To  have  effected 
the  destruction  of  the  whole  of  this  fleet 
would  have  been  a  subject  of  great  joy  ; 
to  have  effected  the  destruction  of  part  of 
it  was  a  subjt^ct  of  joy  ;  but,  in  our  haste 
to  express  such  joy,  we  forgot  to  ask,  how 
all  these  stores  came  to  be  found  in  the 
port  of  Rochefort,  so  many  years  after  we 
had  "  so  completely  annihilated  the  com- 
merce of  France,"  agreeably  to  the  ten- 
thousand-tiines-repeated  assurances  of  your 
Majesty's  servants.  The  fact  is,  that,  not 
only  from  the  Kibe  and  the  Scheldt  are 
the  ports  of  France  supplied,  by  the  means 
of  the  coasting  trade,  with  an  abundance  of 
naval  stores,  but  also  from  that  part  of 
Spahi  lying  near  the  Atlantic  coasts 
whence  they  receive  iron,  pitch,  tar,  rosin 
and  ship-timber,  of  various  sorts,  and  ia 
vast  quantities,  and  at  a  rate  much  cheap- 
er than  some  of  these  articles  can  possibly 
be  brought  to  the  arsenals  at  Portsmouth 
or  Plymouth.  If  t;his  be  the  case,  and  I 
scruple  not  to  assert  that  it  is  the  case, 
what  are  we  doing  ?  What  is  the  w^e  which 
jrour  Majesty's  servants  are  making  of  the 
immense  means,  which  the  industry  and 
patience  of  your  people  put  into  their 
hands }  If  there  be  a  commerce,  such  as  I 
have  described,  carried  on  between  the 
different  parts  of  the  dominions  of  Napo- 
leon, of  what  use,  as  the  means  of  keep- 
ing him  in  check,  are  the  thousand  ships 
of  war,  now  employed  ?  Of  what  use 
is  it,  if  this  commerce  is  ta  go  on  un« 
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interruptcfl f  of  what  ose  is  it,  that. the 
sea  is  covered  with  your  Majesty's  ships^ 
and  that  history  will  record  the  valour  of 
your  seamen  ^  Of  what  avail  is  it,  that  we 
destroy  French  ships  of  war,  while  we 
kave,  in  full  vigour,  all  the  means  of 
creating  others  to  supply  their  place  ?  If 
this  be  the  way  of  making  war,  it  must  be 
clear  to  everyone,  that  we  can  never  have 
peace,  without  being  exposed  to  imminent 
danger;  for,  it  will  rec|U!re  but  a  short 
space  of  time,  for  France  to  raise  a  navy 
equal,  in  numbers  at  least,  to  any  that  we 
can  possess. 

The  security  of  this  extensive  and  most 
Taluablc  commeiTe  of  the  French  domi- 
nions arises,  in  great  part,  from  the  use  of 
land  signals,  or  telegraphs,  so  constructed, 
placed,  and  managed  as  to  keep  the  ves- 
sels upon  the  coast  at  all  times  correctly 
informed  of  what  is  passing  upon  the 
whole  line  of  coast.  From  Flushing  to 
Bayonne  a  report  is  exchanged  four  times 
a-day ;  at  day-light,  ten  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  two  o'clock,  and  just  before  sun- 
set. ,  So  that,  at  Flushing,  they  know, 
four  times  during  the  day,  what  is  passli>g 
at  sea,  within  sight  of  the  highest  hill  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Bayonne,  and,  of 
course,  they  are  informed  of  what  is  pass- 
ing near  all  the  intermediate  parts  of  the 
coast.  The  same  system  is  establislud 
along  the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean, 
from  the  (rulph  of  Spezzia  to  Rosas. 
The  coasting  vessels,  thus  instruirted  how 
to  move ;  thus  kept  constantly  in  a 
state  of  perfect  knowledge  as  to  the  situ- 
ation of  our  fleets  or  cruizers,  and  able  to 
sail  in  safety,  carry  on  their  trade  in  as 
much  security  as  if  those  ships  were  not  in 
existence ;  and  this  only,  as  I  shall  here- 
after prove  to  your  Majesty,  from  causes 
which  prevent  the  necessary  exertions  from 
beins:  made,  and  which  causes  may  in- 
stantly and  easily  be  removed. 

,  The  advantages  to  the  nations  (for  they 
are  many),  which  carry  on  this  conmierce, 
are  not  greater  than  they  are  to  Napoleon 
himself,  in  his  views  of  conquest  and  do- 
minion. From  this  commerce,  notwith- 
standing our  opinions  to  the  contrary,  he 
derives  no  small  part  of  his  revenue, 
through  the  means  of  a  stamp-tax,  imposed 
upon  every  article  exported  or  imported  ; 
and  hence  he  is  able  to  dispense  vfMhdirect 
tuxes,  which  are  always  odious,  and  whick 
are,  indeed,  those  which  have  uniformly 
ended  in  exciting  the  feelings  and  produc- 
ing the  acts,  under  which  so  many  go- 
T^oments  have  perished.    This  U  a  great 


point.  By  the  means  of  this  commerce, 
he  disguises  from  his  people  the  burdens 
which  they  bear.  It  is,  indeed,  a  gross 
imposition  to  tell  a  |jeopIe,  that  conmierce 
pays  taxes,  the  fact  being,  that  those 
taxes  still  fall  upon  the  people  themselves; 
but,  as  your  Majesty  must  have  observed, 
it  is  an  imposition,  it  is  a  fraud,  it  is  an 
act  of  duplicity  and  knavery,  the  success 
of  which  in  other  countries  warrants  the 
belief  that  it  must  be  greatly  useful  to 
your  Mojesty's  implacable  and  powerful 
enemy.  Very  much,  then,  are  your  Ma- 
jesty's servants  deceived,  when  they  sup- 
pose, that  the  Emperor  Napoleon  has  no 
Custom-house,  whereat  to  collect  duties. 
His  scale,  indeed,  may  not  be  so  noble  as 
to  afford  him  Counts  and  Dukes  for  re- 
ceivers ;  he  may  not  have  Marquises  for 
collectors.  Barons  for  wharfingers,  and 
Knights  of  the  Eagle  for  wine- tasters ; 
but,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  his' Custom- 
house yields  him  a  much  greater  clear 
revenue  than  is  derived  from  any  similar 
establishment  in  the  world,  and  that  it 
allbrds  him  the  means  of  drawing  upon 
other  sources  of  taxation  with  so  sparing 
a  hand,  that  his  people,  especially  within 
the  ancient  boundarJ'cs  of  France,  have 
reason  to  congratulate  themselves  upon 
the  comparative  lightness  of  their  bur- 
thens. A  great  many  of  your  Majesty's 
subjects,  including  some  in  high  stations, 
have,  at  different  times,  expressed  their 
astonishment,  and,  indeed,  their  vexation, 
that  the  people  of  France  should  be  so 
slow  in  rebelling  against  their  Emperor, 
with  whom  your  Majesty  made  a  treaty 
of  peace  and  **  amity**  only  about  seven 
or  eight  years  go  ;  but,  if  they  had  been 
informed  of  the  facts  here  stated,  relative 
to  the  commerce  of  France)  and  especi- 
ally relative  to  the  revenue  yielded  by 
that  commerce,  together  wiih  the  relief 
thereby  given  to  all  the  other  sources  of 
taxation,  itself  not  appearing  as  a  tax  ;  if 
they  had  been  duly  informed  of  these 
facts,  and  had  been  possessed  of  but  a 
very  moderate  portion  of  that  sort  of 
knowledge,  which  enables  men  to  trace 
popular  disconienrs  to  their  real  causes, 
they  never  would  have  entertained  a  hope 
of  seeing  a  rebellion  in  France^ 

But,  great  as  are  the  financial  advan- 
tages of  this  commerce.  Napoleon  derives 
from  it  the  still  greater  advantage  attend- 
ing such  a  nursery  qf  seamen.  It  has  been 
most  clearly  proved,  over  and  over  again, 
that,  for  our  navy,  the  nursery  is  our  coast* 
tng  trade.    There  requires,  therefore*  no- 
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thing  more  to  satisfy  us,  that,  from  a 
coasting  trade  such  as  1  have  described, 
the  advantage  to  Napoleon  is  so  great  as 
to  excite  well-grounded  alarm  in  the 
mind  of  every  reflecting  Englishman.  It 
is  frorauthis  copious  source,  that  the  Em- 
peror of  France  has  drawn  those  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  seamen,  with  whom  he  has 
manned  bis  fleets  and  squadrons  for  many 
years  past,  and  which  fleets  and  squadrons, 
though  always  hitherto  defeated,  and,  in 
many  instances,  capttired  and  destroyed, 
by  the  superior  skill  and  valour  of  your 
Majesty's  fleets,  answer  the  terrible  pur- 
pose ot*  causing  us  to  keep  up  a  force  by 
land  as  well  as  sea  so  immense,  so  dispro- 
portionate to  our  population  and  our  pecu- 
niary means,  that  the  country  is  stripped 
of  its  youth  and  its  vigour,  the  fields  are 
left  to  be  tilled  by  the  decrepid,  and  the 
taxes  are  so  general  and  so  heavy,  and  the 
anticipations  upon  them  so  large,  that 
hope,  w  hich  alleviates  all  other  burthens, 
here  refuses  her  sustaining  hand.  Year 
after  year,  we  not  only  see  the  taxes  and 
the  tax-gatherers  increase;  we  not  only 
feel  their  immediate  pressure,  but,  we 
see  mortgaged,  deeper  and  deeper,  the 
Tery  seeds  of  property  y  we  see  taken 
from  u^,  for  the  purposes  of  current  ex- 
pence,  that  which  was  held  out  to  us  as  the 
sure  pledge  of  permanent  relief.  Could 
we  once  be  sure,  that  it  was  out  of  the 
power  of  Napoleon  to  send  a  fleet  to  sea, 
how  different  would  be  our  situation ! 
But,  this  assurance  we  can  never  have,  so 
long  as  he  has  the  command  of  the  sea- 
men, necessarily  employed  in  such  a 
commerce.  How  often,  within  the  last 
fifteen  years,  have  we  *'  annifiilaled"  the 
navy  ef  France;  how  often  have  we 
"  swept  tfie  ocean :^*  but,  still  France,  in  the 
midst  of  all  this  annihilation,  finds  the 
means  of  sending  out  fresh  squadrons  and 
fleets ;  and  proves,  beyond  a  doubt,  that 
she  possesses,  in  spite  of  all  we  have 
hitherto  done,  the  means  of  forming  a 
navy  in  a  very  short  space  of  time. 

The  parliament  has  recently  been  told, 
in  your  Majesty's  name,  that  the  aid  you 
arc  giving  to  the  enemies  of  France,  upon 
the  continent  of  Europe,  is  given  with  a 
view  qf  keeping  Napoleon  fro?n  our  own  shores. 
The  expressions  are  somewhat  different, 
but,  this  is  the  substance,  this  is  the  real 
meaning  of  the  words.  Does  it  not,  then, 
become  me,  if  1  have  it  in  my  power,  to 
prove  to  you,  that  this  is  not  the  way  to 
keep  the  conqueror  from  the  shores  of 
Engtaod  I     That  this  is  a  waste  of  our 


means  ?  That  it  has  no  Qther  efK  ct  than 
that  of  augmenting  at  once  our  debts  and 
our  taxes,  and  of  hastening  the  day,  when 
the  cries  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan 
.shall  proclaim,  whether  or  not  "  a  national 
"  debt  be  a  national  blessing  r"  _ 

In  what  way,  I  should  like  to  ask  of  your 
Majesty's  servants,  their  subsidies  to  tb» 
enemies  of  France  upon  the  continent  ar# 
to  keep  Napoleon  from  our  shores  ?  Is  it 
by  giving  him  employment  upon  the  conti- 
nent? That,  of  course,  must  keep  him 
from  our  shores  for  a  while;  but,  the  possi" 
bility,  at  leasts  is,  that,  by  all  the  means 
we  can  contrive,  by  all  the  wars  we  can 
excite,  and  by  all  the  treasure  v\e  can 
squander,  he  cannot,  for  any  long  time,  be 
thus. employed  ;  and,  consequently,  when 
he  can  no  longer  be  so  employed,  we, 
upon  the  very  principle  on  which  this  aid 
is  given  to  his  enemies,  must  be  in  immi- 
nent danger.  Therefore,  by  our  present 
line  of  politics,  by  our  present  system  of 
defence,  by  our  present  explicit  avowal, 
if  Napoleon  succeed  in  subduing  all  his 
enemies  upon  the  continent,  toe  have  very 
little  hope  qf  being  able  to  resist  him. 

This,  Sir,  though  neither  very  consoling 
nor  very  honourable  to  the  country,  is  the 
conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the  declara- 
tions as  well  as  the  acts  of  your  Majesty's 
servants,  who  appear  to  have  given  up  all 
hope  of  England  being  able,  if  left  to 
herself,  to  provide  even  for  her  safety, 
leaving  her  honour  totally  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. And  this  opinion  is,  indeed,  very 
reasonable,  upon  the  supposition,  that  the 
present  is  the  only  systan  qf'  naral  warfare 
that  can  be  adopted.  Upon  the  supposition, 
that  we  have  it  not  in  our  power  to  prevent 
Napoleon  from  carrying  on  an  uninter- 
rupted exchange  of  products,  tlie  most 
valuable  of  all  commerce,  between  all  the 
countries  from  Naples  to  Marseilles,  and 
from  Bayonne  to  Hamburgh  ;  that  we  are 
unable  to  prevent  him  from  connecting  all 
these  countries,  and  consolidating  them 
under  his  sway,  by  ties  of  convenience  and 
of  interest  as  well  as  by  the  power  of  his 
arms  and  of  his  civil  and  political  estab- 
lishments; that  we  are  unable,  with  all 
our  endless  list  of  ships,  to  counteract  thtt 
operations  of  signal  posts,  defended  each  br 
a  couple  of  invalids ;  that,  in  spite  of  all 
we  are  able  to  do,  France  will  teem  with 
seamen,  naval  stores,  and  all  the  means 
of  speedily  creating  a  navy :  Upon  this 
supposition,  it  is,  indeed,  perfectly  reason- 
able to  conclude,  that,  when  Napoleon  has 
put  down  all  his  enemies  upon  the  conti- 
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nent,  when  he  has  removed  the  possibility 
of  there  meeting  with  further  hostility  ex- 
cited by  our  gold,  ue  ourselves  shall  be 
unable  to  resist  his  pauper  for  any  great  length 
qf  iitne.  Upon  such  a  suj^pobition,  this 
conclusion  is  natural ;  but,  as  I  think  I 
shall  be  able  to  shew,  in  my  next  letter, 
such  a  supposition  is  not  founded  in  truth, 
and  that  we  have  the  ability  to  do  with 
tespect  to  the  commerce  of  France,  with 
respect  to  that  fruitful  source  of  power  to 
her  and  of  danger  to  us ;  that  we  have  the 
ability  to  do  all  those  things,  which  are 
necessary  to  our  safety,  permanent  as  well 
as  present,  and  with  a  comparatively  small 
portion  of  expence. 

When  one  looks  at  the  navy  of  England ; 
at  the  quarter  of  a  million  of  people  whom, 
in  various  ways  it  employs ;  at  the  fifteen 
or  seventeen  millions  of  money  (a  J{fth 
part,  I  believe,  of  the  rental  c^  the  tcJwle 
kingdom)  that  it  annually  costs;  when  one 
looks  at  this  wonderful  power,  this  mass 
of  means,  this  focus  of  the  fertility  of  our 
soil  and  of  the  industry,  ingenuity,  valour, 
and  patriotism  of  the  nation  ;  when  one 
contemplates  all  this,  and  reads  the  history 
of  the  war,  for  several  years  past,  one 
cannot  help  being  struck  with  the  disparity 
between  the  means  and  the  etfect.  For 
xvhat purpose  are  all  this  preparation  and 
all  the  sacrifices  which  it  occasions  ?  What 
does  this  immense  qavy  accomplish  ?  If, 
for  many  years  past,  all  its  prizes  and  all 
the  mischief  it  has  done  to  the  enemy  were 
estimated,  they  would  not  amount  to 
enough  to  pay  the  expences  of  finding  the 
navy  in  icatw.  The  navy  is  our  drfence,  it 
may  be  s^aid  ;  but,  that  cannot  be  said, 
without  acknowledging,  that  we  are  defi- 
cient cithei  in  the  strength  or  the  courage 
or  the  will  to  defend  our  country  by  land. 
As  the  means  of  mere  defence,  either  the 
army  or  the  navy  must  be  considered  as 
superfluous,  or  else  we  acknowledge  our- 
selves to  be  inferior  to  our  enemy  in  point 
of  valour,  or  ^f  disposition  to  defend  our 
country.  To  consider  the  navy  as  the 
means  of  mere  defence,  is,  in  fact,  to  ac- 
knowledge, at  once,  that  Napoleon  has  it 
always  in  his  -power  to  put  us  to  an  ex-' 
pence  of  seventeen  millions  a  year,  with- 
out any  other  expence  on  his  part  than 
that  of  the  paper  and  ink,  composing  a 
paragraph  in  one  of  his  Moniteui*s.  'J  he 
navy  hhould  be  made  the  means  o^  attack, 
the  means  of '  annoyance,  the  means  of 
distress  through  the  empire  of  our  enemy. 
The  taking  or  destroying  of  ships  at  sea, 
the  capturing  of  coloiiiesi  will  avail  us 


nothing,  v:hile  the  ccer-fiitile  source  qf  naval 
pouter  exists  unhurt  in  the  dominions  qf  France, 

In  war,  as  well  as  in  every  thing  else, 
those  difficulties  and  dangers,  of  which  we 
can  Foresee  no  end,  are  most  powerful  in 
subduing  the  mind  ;  in  producing  weari- 
ness, disgust,  relaxation  of  efforts,  and  fi- 
nally, a  disposition  to  give  up  the  contest. 
And,  I  beseech  your  Majesty  to  consider, 
what  iprospect  there  is,  or  can  be,  of  an 
end  to  our  difficulties  and  dangers,  while 
Napoleon  possesses, undisturbed,  the  means 
of  building  and  manning  fleets  of  ships  of 
war,  though  England,  at  the  same  time, 
maintains  a  navy  at  the  expence  of  seven- 
teen millions  a  year;  what  prospect  there 
can  be  of  peace  and  safety  to  England, 
while  France,  insensible  of  the  calami- 
ties, and  almost  of  the  existence,  of  war,  is 
able  to  impose  upon  your  Majesty's  sub- 
jects burthens  such  as  were  never  before 
heard  of,  and  which,  with  the  duration  of 
war,  must  necessarily  increase.  To  me, 
therefore,  it  j^ppears  evident,  that  unless 
our  mode  of  warfare  be  changed  ;  im- 
less  our  immense  means  be  mad«  use  of 
to  annoy  and  distress  the  enemy,  and  par- 
ticularly to  cut  off  his  naval  resources,  we 
shall  fail  in  this  contest,  which  is  not  only 
for  honour  but  for  independence. 

The  facts  which  I  have  stated,  relative 
to  the  commerce  carried  on  in  the  domi- 
nions of  Napoleon,  are  stated  upon  such 
authority,  that  I  have  no  scruple  in  vouch- 
ing for  their  truth.  So  minute,  indeed,  is 
my  information,  that  I  could  have  named 
times  and  places  and  other  particulars,  in 
confirmation  of  every  fact,  relative  to  this 
commerce,  that  I  have  stated  in  general 
terms.  That  such  a  commerce,  so  exten- 
sive, so  beneficial  to  the  parties  concerned 
in  it,  forming  so  complete  a  chain  of  con- 
nection between  the  several  countries 
whose  means  Napoleon  must  wish  to  unite 
and  bring  under  his  controul,  so  fertile  in 
all  the  means  of  restoring  or  creating  a 
vast  naval  power  ;  that  such  a  commerce 
existed  I  know  that  the  people  of  England 
could  not  have  supposed  possible,  and  I 
verily  believe,  that  your  Majesty's  ser- 
vants were,  in  this  respect,  little  better 
informed  than  the  nation  at  large  ;  for,  to 
believe  otherwise  would  be  to  suppose 
them  gujity  of  a  heinous  offence  against 
their  master  as  well  as  against  his  people. 
To  believe,  that  they  Imew  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  commerce,  carried  on  in  the 
dominions  of  Napoleon,  and  employing, 
perhaps,  two  hundred  thousand  mariners ; 
to  believe  that  they  knew  of  the  existenct 
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of  such  a  commerce  while  they  were  con- 
gratulating us  upon  the  amiihiiationofthe 
maritime  power  of  France,  would  be  to 
accuse  them  of  hypocrisy  utiparalleled  in 
the  history  of  human  depravity.     Of  this 
knowledge,  therefore,  I  acquit  "them,  and 
shall  be  well  satisfied,  if  they  now,  though 
late,  adopt  measures  calculated  to  remove 
from  us  that  danger,  which,  if  their  pre- 
sent system  be  adhered  to,  can,  as  far  as  1 
can  perceive,  never  terminate  but  in  the 
subjugation  of  our  country,  and,  of  course, 
in  the  subversion  ofyour  Majesty's  throne. 
In  my  next,  I  shall  endeavour  to  shew, 
that  the  commerce  of  France  may  be  cfe- 
ftroyedy  and,  of  coui-se,  that  her  vast  means 
of  creating  a  naval  force,  may  beaUoff, 
The  real  causes  of  the  inefficiency  of  our 
navy,  in  this  respect,  will  be  found  to  lie 
much  deeper  than  is  generally  imagined, 
and  where,  I  am  sure,  your  Majesty  does 
not  suspect,  because,  supported   as   your 
Majesty  would  be  by  the  unanimous  voice 
of  your  people,  you  possess  the  power  of 
removing  for  ever  the  most  mischievous 
of  those  causes.     The  war  upon  the  con- 
tinent rH4nf  prove  very  emban-Sissing  to 
Napoleon ;  it  may  produce  his  overthrow : 
but  it  may  produce  exactly  contrary   ef- 
fects ;  it  may  not  only  relieve  him  from 
all  those  embarrassments  which  he  has 
hitherto  c5cperienced,  but  may  end  in  the 
complete  overthrow  of  every  thing  that 
calls  itself  our  friend.     This  accomplished, 
as  far  as  relates  to  the  Bast,  how  quickly 
will  the  wings  of  revenge,  united  with 
those  of  ambition,  bear  him  to  the  South  ! 
And,  if  he  once  obtain  secure  possession 
of  the    whole  of  the  coasts  of  Portugal 
and  Spain,  what,  if  we  persevere  in  our 
present  mode  of  warfare,  is  to  prevent  him 
from  sitting  himself  quietly  down,  and 
seeing  us  exoaust  ourselves,  wear  ourselves 
out,    torment    ourselves    with    continual 
alarm,  while  his  dominions  have  only  to 
support  a  flotilla  at  Boulogne  and  an  army 
of  England,  at  an  expence,  perhaps,  not 
greater  than  that  which  we  arc  put  to  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Local  Militia  ?  Where, 
then,  should  we  look  for  an  end  oi  our 
danger  ?     There  never  more,  while  that 
state  of  things  lasted,*  could  Bepeaar,  united 
with  *a/c/y,  for  England. 

If  this  paper  should  (which  I  greatly 
doubt)  reach  the  ear  of  your  Majesty, 
I  hope,  that,  by  this  concluding  paragraph, 
I  shall  prevail  upon  you  to  distrust  those, 
who  flatter  you  with  the  prospect  of 
seeing  the  people  of  France  revolt  against 
their  Emperor,  to  do  which  there  has  not 


appeared,  in  any  shape,,  the  smallest  in- 
clination. I  beseech  your  Majesty  to 
consider,  that  all  those  persons,  in  France 
and  her  new  dominions,  who  are  now  from 
twenty  to  forty  years  of  age ;  that  is  to 
say, 'all  that  part  of  the  population,  which, 
in  times  of  disturbance,  decide  the  fate  of 
governments,  have  been  reared  up  in 
principles,  which  must  make  them  hazard 
their  lives  a  thousand  times  over,  rather 
than  see  their  country  return  to  the  an- 
cient order  of  things ;  and  that,  supposing 
principle  and  prejudice  to  have.no  weight, 
still  self-interest,  that  all-powerful  stimulus, 
will  never  sufler  a  nation  consisting,  in 
great  part,  of  those  who  are  styled  usurp- 
ers of  the  soil,  to  permit  any  thing  whieh 
shall  expose  them  to  th^  chance,  however 
small,  pf  being  ousted  from  their  usurpa- 
tions. I  trust,  therefore,  that  your  Majesty . 
will  be  induced  to  place  no  reliance  upon 
any  such  events ;  and,  of  course,  that  yoa 
will  be  the  moi'e  disposed  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  shall  tend  to  bring  into  fair 
operation  the  naval  power  of  the  country, 
and  thereby  tp  keep  alive  the  hopes  of 
your  people.  Hitherto  there  has  always 
been  some  ground  for  hope,  or  the  people 
have,  at  least,  imagined  such  grouna.  But, 
if  Austria  should  fall  ;  and  if,  which 
would  be  the  almost  certain  consequence, 
the  Southern  Peniasula  should  follow, 
where  then,  tfihe  means  qf  suddenly  forming 
a  navy  be  still  suffered  to  exist  in  Prance,  will 
be  our  ground  of  hope  ?  The  gloom  of 
despair  will  pervade,  and  must  pervade, 
the  political  horizon :  to  submission  alone 
we  can  look  for  any  alleviation  of  our 
burthens,  and,  though  the  thought  will,  at 
first,  be  accompanied  with  horror,  to  that 
submission  we  shall,  in  time,  fashion  our 
minds. 

Such,  sir,  is  my  view  of  this  subject. 
For  the  truth  of  my  facts,  I  vouch  with  as 
much  confidence  as  if  they  had  come 
under  my  own  eyes ;  and  my  reasoning 
upon  them  is,  as  I  believe,  correct.  I 
have  sometimes  been  wrong  in  my  opi- 
nions, but  I  have  much  oftener  been  right; 
and,  in  this  instance,  the  greatest  favour  I 
would  presume  to  ask  from  your  Miijesty 
would  be,  that  your  war-ministers,  by  sea 
and  land,  shoum  be  called  upon  to  prove 
the  erroneousness  either  of  my  premises  or 
my  conclusions.  The  sending  out  of 
40,000  men,  the  selecting  of  proper  persons 
to  command  them,  the  planning  of  operation^ 
for  such  an  army ;  all  this  isof  ^eat  con- 
sequence in  itself,  but  it  is  nothmg  at  aH 
when  compared  to  the  object  which  I 
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have  submitted  to* the  consideraiion  of 
your  Majesty ;  to  the  evil  which  1  havt 
feinted  out,  and  to  the  remedy* which  1 
shall  hereafter  have  the  honour  to  sub- 
mit, 

I  Airij  &c.  &c.  &:c. 
W«.  COBBETT 
£o%,  I3tk  July  UiG9. 

SUxMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

AusTUiA. Upon  what  grounds  I  know 

not,  but  it  is  certain,  that  an  opinion  is  ge- 
nerally prevalent,  that  the  emperor  ol 
Austria  is  pjetting  the  upperhand  of  his 
brother  of  1  ranee.  The  news-papers  ap- 
pear to  be  so  full  of  this  notion,  and  so 
gay  and  lively  and  eve  n  witty,  upon  the 
o(  ca>ion,  that  I  have  been  earnestly  en- 
deavouring to  find  out  some  reason  for  be- 
lieving their  hopes  and  expectations  to  be 
built  on  solid  foundations.  Af^er  long 
and  diligent  inquiry,  however,  I  can  find 
no  such  foundations.  I  still  see  Napolton 
at  Vienna,  and  I  know,  that,  if  he  were 
in  London,  the  wretches,  who  now  pretend 
to  believe,  that  he  is  in  a  state  of  disgrace, 
%vould  lose  not  a  moment  in  h.»sieninL(  to 
swear  allegiance  to  him,  or,  if  ie(|uire(l, 
to  his  horse.  How  men  are  to  be  founu 
impudent  enout;h  to  argue,  that  merely 
because  he  lies  in  the  capital  of  the  coun- 
try a  month  without  making  any  great 
advances,  he  must,  thercfore,hc  in  a  lair  way 
of  being  defeated,  is  suflTicienily  asfom.sh- 
ing ;  but,  how  any  body,  any  six  people 
in  the  world,  can  be  found  to  believe 
them,  to  look  upon  such  reasoning  as 
sound,  surpasses  one's  utmost  notions  of 
credulity.  Were  I,  indeed,  to  hear  of  his 
having  actually  falien  back  some  score  or 
two  of  leagues,  I  should  begin  to  listen  to 
hopes  of  his  final  defeat;  but, while  I  see 
him  sti^ll  in  the  capital  of  the  Austrian  em- 
pire, with  apart  of  his  army  pushing  on  into 
Hungary,  must  I  not  be  a  beast  to  believe; 
to  persuade  myself,  or  to  sutler  others  to 
persuade  me,  that  he  is  in  a  lair  way  of 
being  defeated,  and  driven  back  in  dis- 
gi-acc  ?  My  decided  opinion  is,  that  Na- 
poleon, so  far  from  being  upon  the  eve 
of  a  defeat,  is  upon  the  eve  of  totally 
annihilating  the  authority  of  the  House 
of  Austria;  and  this  opinion  is  founded 
upon  the  same  reasoning,  whereon,  if 
Isapoleon  were  in  London  with  a  con- 
quering army,  I  should  be  of  opinion  that 
he  was  upon  ttie  eve  of  totally  annihilating 
the  authority  of  the  House  of  Brunswick. 
He  nmy  be  defeated :  his  present  situation 


Uf/bontttir,; 


may  be  perilous  ^  and  the  French  fleet, 
when  it  comes  out  again,  muy  beat  the 
English  fleet;  but,  as  to  likelihood,  one 
is,  at  present,  just  as  likely  as  the  other. 

If    indeed,    the    philosophers,     \vho 

conduct  the  Morning  Post  and  the  Courier, 
could  assure  me,  and  convince  me  of  the 
truth  of  their  assurances,  that  Buonaparte's 
army  was  officered  with  pimps,  buflbons, 
bastards,    harlot's   bullies   and    brothers, 
uncles  and  cous  ns ;  if,  indeed,  they  cou  d 
prove  to  me,  that  Buonaparte  did  not  look 
upon  brains  as  being  necessary  in  the  com- 
position of  a  general,  and  was  c«  ntt  nt  to 
take  any  creature  that   was   br<>ught    to 
him,  provided  it  had  a  pair  of  eyes  just  to 
keep  itself  out  of  the  fiie,  and  a  hole  in  its^ 
face  wheiein  to  put  virtuals  and  drnik  ;    it' 
(hi  y  could  prove  to  me,  that  ISapohnn  did 
not  see   with  his  (^>n  eyes,  but  with  the 
eyes  of  that  many-head<  d    nu  nsier,    his 
Corps  Lff^isfatff,  >Aho,  by  their  detds,  have 
proved  themM  Ives  to  he  thi-  n.ost  siupiil  as 
well  as  the  most  c<'rrupi  assembly  that  ha* 
e\erbeen  heard  <»f  ui  the  tivilizeii  wurld  ; 
if.  indeed,  Buouiiparie  were  onct^  lo  faH 
into  the  piactice  of  sulkr  ng  tht*  hitzh  sta- 
tions in  his  army  to  bt*  filled  up  wi.h  ^he 
booby  sons   and  other  relation^  of  iht-se 
ieilows,  or  of  the  r  wives  and  tht  ir  mis- 
tresses, or,  which  \>ould  be  more  likely^ 
by  the  paramours  of  their  wives  and  mis- 
tresses ;  if  1  could  he  assured,  that  he  hail 
exchanged  the  Duk«  s  of  Hivttti,  Lantzick, 
Abrantes,  and  the  rist  of  his  gt-nerals,  for 
an  equal  nnmber'of  besotted  animals,  one 
half  of  whose   life  has  been  spt  nt  over 
the  boi4le  and  the  other  hallinbed;  if 
I    couTd    be    corvinced,    that    his    army 
was  under  the  command  of  known,  pro\-en, 
notorious  fools,  and  peculators,  many  of 
whom    united     the     two    characters    in 
the  saiiie  person,  and  v\ho,  on  account  of 
their  idco(  y,  had   a  suba  tern    peculator 
sent  with  them  to  take  care  of  their  pil- 
lage ;  if,  in  shoit,  1  could  be  convinced, 
that,  all  of  a  sudden,  the  character  of  Na- 
poleon's army  was  totally  changed,  and, 
that,  instead,  of  extitirig  fear  in  the  ene- 
mies of  France,  it  was  bec{  me  Jhrwidable 
only  to  France  hersiif;  if  any   thing  hke 
this,  which  goes  almost  beyond  the  bounds 
of  imagination,  could  be  proved  to  me  to 
exist,  then,  indeed,  I  should  begin  to  ex- 
pect, in  good  earnest,  to  see  Napoleon  re- 
treat in  disgrace,  and  though  pursued  like 
a   hare,   bragging   that   his   pursuer  was. 
afraid  to  face  him,  and,  when  caught,  at 
last,  and  beaten  to  a  mummy,  J  shouUI  ex- 
pect to  see  him,  by  an  impious  mockery 
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of  relifitjon,  singing  Te  Deum  for  the  victo- 
ry he  had  gained.  But,  not  bcng  abk 
to  pt  rceive  any  such  change  in  the  French 
army  ;  >eeing  no  proof,  that  t^e  interest 
ant!  honour  of  the  French  nation  are  Hke- 
ly  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  interests  of  any 
hungry  individual  or  greedy  family  ;  see- 
ini;n<»  proof  that  the  war  against  Austria 
has  been  fomented  and  kept  up  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  for  the  relations  of 
the  Corps  Legisidtij  or  for  those  of  any 
body  e»se ;  not  being  able  to  perceive 
any  chant^e  of  this  sort,  and  particularly 
not  seeing  the  smallest  symf>tom  of  the 
poisonous  influence  of  th  ,t  in(jst  corrupt 
assembly,  the  Corps  Ijt^islaiif,  i  really  do 
not,  and   cannot,  see  that  there  are  any 

food  grounds  for  believing,  that  the 
rench  army  will,  in  the  present  case,  be 
compt-Hed  to  get  otFin  disgrace,  and  that 
they  wdl  go  skulking  back  to  France,  slip- 
ping in  by  haU-dozeivs  at  a  time,  as  the 
philosophers  of  the  Morning  Post  seem  to 
expect  they  will. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

AMERICA. 

Washington,  I^Iay  22 — Extra  Session. — 
This  day  both  Houses  of  Congress  assem- 
bled in  their  respective  chambers,  in 
Senate  twenty -one  Members  attended.  In 
the  Lower  Honse,  at  the  first  call,  120 
Members  appeared. — General  Varnum  is 
re-elected  S|jeaker. — 

President's  Message. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  communicated,  by  Mr.  Gra- 
ham, the  following  Message  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress  : — 

Washington  Cit^,  May  Q3. 

Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate,  and  of 
I  the  House  of  Representatives; — On  this 
first  occasion  of  meeting  you,  it  af- 
fords me  much  satisfaction,  to  be  able  to 
communicate  the  commencement  of  a 
favourable  change  in  our  foreign  relations ; 
the  critical  state  of  which  induced  a  Ses- 
sion of  Congress  at  this  period. — Incon- 
sequence Oi  the  provisions  of  the  Act  in- 
terdicting commercial  intercourse  v^ith 
Great  Britain  and  France,  our  Ministers 
at  L«ndon  and  Paris  were,  i\ithout  delay, 
instructed  to  let  it  be  understood  by  the 
French  and  British  Governments,  that  the 
authority  vested  in  the  executive,  to  renew 
commercial  intercourse  with  their  respec- 
tive nations,  would  be  exercised  in  the 
case  specified  by  that  act. — Soon  after 
these  instrnctions  were  dispatched^  it  was 
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found  that  the  British  Governraent,  antici- 
pating, from  early  proceedings  of  Congress 
at  their  last  Session,  the  state  of  gur  laws, 
which  has  had  the  effect  of  placing  the 
two  belligerent  Powers  on  a  footing  of 
equal  restrictions,  and  relying  on  the  con- 
ciliatory disposition  of  the  United  States, 
had  transmitted  to  their  Legation  here 
provisional  instructions,  not  only  to  offer 
satisfaction  for  the  attack  on  the  frigate 
Chesapeak,  and  to  make  known  the  de- 
termination of  his  BriCannic  Majesty,  to 
send  an  Envoy  Extraordinary  with  powers 
to  conclude  a  treaty  on  all  points  between 
the  two  countries  ;  but  moreover,  to  sig- 
nify his  willingness,  in  the  mean  time,  to 
withdraw  his  Orders  in  Council,  in  the 
persuasion  that  the  intercourse  With  Great 
Britain  would  be  renewed  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States. — These  steps  of  the 
British  Government  led  to  the  corres- 
pondence and  the  prod  mation  now  laid 
before  you  ;  by  virtue  of  which,  the  com- 
merce between  the  two  countries  will  be. 
renewable  after  the  lOih  day  of  June  next. 
— Whilst  1  take  pleasure  in  doing  justice 
to  the  counsels  of  his  Britannic  Majesty, 
which,  no  longer  adhering  to  the  policy 
which  made  an  abandonment  by  1  ranee, 
of  her  Decrees,  a  pre-requisite  to  a  revoca- 
tion of  the  British  Orders,  have  substituted 
the  amicable  course  whic  h  has  issued  thus 
happily  ;  I  cannot  do  less  than  refer  to 
the  proposal  heretofore  n»ade  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  embracing  a  like  re- 
storation of  the  suspended  commerce,  a*s  a 
proof  of  the  spirit  of  accommodation  which 
has  at  no  time  been  intermitted,  and  to 
the  result  which  now  calls  for  our  congra- 
tulations as  corroborating  the  principles 
by  which  the  public  councils  have  been 
guided  during  a  period  of  the  most  trying 
embarrassments. — The  discontinuance  of 
the  British  Orders  as  they  respect  the 
United  States,  having  been  thus  arranged, 
a  communication  of  the  event  has  been  for- 
warded, in  one  of  our  public  vessels,  to  our 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Paris,  with  in- 
structions to  avail  himself  of  the  important 
addition  thereby  made,  to  the  considera- 
tions which  press  on  the  justice  of  the 
French  Government  a  revocation  of  its 
Decrees,  or  such  a  modification  of  them, 
as  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral 
commerce  of  the  United  States. — The  re- 
vision of  our  commercial  laws,  proper  to 
adapt  them  to  the  arrangement  which  has 
taken  place  unth  Great  Britain,  will  doubt- 
less engage  the  early  attention  of  Congress, 
It  will  be  worthy,  at  the  same  time,  of 
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their  just  and  provident  care,  to  make  such 
further  alterations  in  the  laws,  as  will 
more  especially  protect  and  foster  the 
several  branches  of  manufacture  which 
have  been  recently  instituted  or  extended 
by  the  laudable  exertions  of  our  citizens. — 
It  will  rest  with  the  judgment  of  Congress 
to  decide  how  far  the  change  in  our  ex- 
ternal prospects  may  auihorise  any  modi- 
fications of  the  laws  relating  to  the  army 
and  n^vy  establishments. — The  works  of 
defence  for  our  sea-port  towns  and  har- 
bours have  proceeded  with  as  much  acti- 
vity as  the  season  of  the  year  and  other 
circumstances  would  admit.  It  is  neces- 
sary, however,  to  state,  that  the  appro- 
priations hitherto  made  being  found  to  be 
deficient,  a  farther  provision  will  claim 
the  early  consideration  of  Congress. — ^Thc 
whole  of  the  eight  per  cent,  stock  remain- 
ing due  by  the  United  States,  amounting 
to  5,300,000  dollars,  had  been  reimbursed 
on  the  last  day  of  the  year  1808.  And  on 
the  1st  day  of  April  last,  the  sum  in  the 
Treasury  exceeded  nine  and  a  half  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  This,  together  with  the 
receipts  of  the  current  year,  on  account 
of  former  Revenue  bonds,  will  probably 
be  nearly,  if  not  altogether  sufficient,  to 
defray  the  expences  ot  the  year.  But  the 
suspension  of  exports  and  the  consequ«nt 
decrease  of  importations,  during  the  last 
twelve  months,  will  necessarily  cause  a 
great  diminution  in  the  receipts  of  the 
year  1810.  After  that  year,  should  our 
foreign  relations  be  undisturbed,  the  i-eve- 
nue  will  again  be  more  than  commensu- 
rate to  all  the  expenditures. — Under  the 
existing  aspect  of  our  affairs,  I  have  thought 
it  not  inconsistent  with  a  just  precaution, 
to  have  the  gun-boats,  with  the  exception 
of  those  at  New  Orleans,  placed  in  a  situ- 
ation incurring  no  expence  beyond  that 
requisite  for  their  preservation,  and  con- 
veniency  for  future  service;  and  to  have 
the  crews  of  those  at  New  Orleans  reduced 
to  the  number  required  for  their  naviga- 
tion and  safety. — I  have  thought  also,  that 
our  citizens  detached  in  quotas  of  militia, 
amounting  to  100,000,  under  the.  Act  of 
March  1508,  might  not  improperly  be  re- 
lieved fi"om  the  state  in  which  they  were 
held  for  immediate  service.  A  discharge 
of  them  has  been  accordingly  directed. — 
The  progress  made  in  raising  and  organiz- 
ing the  additional  military  force^  for  which 
provision  was  made  by  the  Act  of  April, 
J  808,  together  with  the  disposition  of  the 
troops,  will  appear  by  a  Report  which  the 
Secretary  of  War  is  preparing^  and  which 


will  be  laid  before  you. — Of  the  additional 
frigates  required  by  an  Act  of  the  last 
Session  to  be  fitted  for  actual  service, 
two  are  in  readiness,  one  nearly  so^  and 
the  fourth  is  expected  to  be  ready  in  the 
month  of  July.  A  Report  which  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy  is  preparing  on  the 
subject,  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  will 
shew,  at  the  same  time,  the  progress  made 
in  officering  and  manning  these  £>hips. 
It  will  shew  also  the  degree  in  which  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  relative  to  the  other 
public  armed  vessels  have  been  carried 
into  effect. — Aware  of  the  inconvenience 
of  a  protracted  Sftssion  at  the  present  sea- 
son of  the  year,  I  forbear  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Legislature  to  any  matters 
not  particularly  urgent.  It  remains,  there- 
fore, only  to  assure  you  of  the  fidelity  and 
alacrity  with  which  I  shall  co-operate  for 
the  welfare  and  happiness  of  our  country, 
and  to  pray  that  it  may  experience  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  Divine  blessings  by  which 
it  has  been  so  signally  favoured. 

(Signed)  James  Madison. 


Sweden. — Proclamation  issued  by  the  neto 
King,  on  his  ascending  t?te  Throne, 

We,  Charles  XIII.  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
King  of  Sweden,  &c.  to  all  our  faithful 
subjects,  &c.  &c.  greeting. — When,  under 
Divine  Providence,  we  assumed  some  time 
ago,  the  Provisional  Government  of  our 
beloved  native  country,  committed  to  us 
by  the  States  of  our  Ke aim,  we  immedi- 
ately called  the  attention  of  the  Diet  to 
the  indispensable  and  important  task  of 
framing  a  new  CoRstitution,  calculated  to 
promote  the  prosperity,  tranquillity,  and 
welfare  of  thfe  country,  by  an  irrevocable 
union  between  the  mutual  rights  and  duties 
of  the  King  and  People  of  Sweden — ^The 
States  havmg  informed  us  that  they  have 
not  only  performed  the  important  ta^ 
committed  to.  them  by  us,  and  the  confi- 
dence of  their  fellow  subjects,  but  also 
that  they  have  chosen  us  King  of  Sweden, 
and  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals,  requesting 
our  approbation  of  that  choice,  the  cordial 
and  loyal  manner  in  which  that  election 
was  made,  did^ot  allow  us  to  decline  its 
acceptance.  Kelying  on  the  Omnipotent, 
who  explores  the  inmost  recesses  of  the 
human  heart,  and  knows  the  sincerity  and 
purity  of  our  sentiments,  moved  by  the 
most  fervent  Jove  and  zeal  for  our  native 
land,  which  can  only  cease  with  our  ex* 
istence,  and  trusting  we  shall  be  most 
powerfiilly  supportea  by  the  loyal  attack- 
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ment  of  the  noble  Swedish  nation,  we  have 
therefore  accepted  the  Crown  and  Sceptre 
of  Sweden. — It  is  far  more  gratifying  to 
oar  feelhigs  to  have  been  called  upon  by 
the  free  and  uncontrouled  voice  of  the 
people — to  become  their  King,  their  Pro- 
tector^ and  Defender,  than  if  we  had  as- 
cended the  ancient  Swedish  Throne  merely 
by  right  of  Hereditary  Succession.  We 
shell.  gOYern  the  kingdom  and  people  of 
Sweden,  as  an  indulgent  parent  does  his 
children  ;  with  implicit  confidence  in  the 
honest ;  with  forbearance  towards  those 
who  eiT  undeliberate ly  ;  uprightness  to- 
wards all ;  and  when  the  day  arrives,  the 
near  approach  of  which  is  announced  by 
onr  advanced  age,  which  shall  put  an  end 
to  our  worldly  cares,  we  will  hail  our  last 
moments  with  the  pious  resignation  of  ihe 
jtut,  and  close  it  by  blessing  you  all. 

(Signed)  Charles. 

Gust.  Suydsjelkd,  Aulic  Chancellor. 
Council  Hall,  Su>ckholm  Castle, 
June  6,  lb09.  . 


¥mEKCH  Army    in  Austria. — Twenty -first 
Bulletin,  dated  Viernim,  June  2f2. 

An  aid-de-campof  prince  Joseph  Ponia- 
towsky  is  arrived  at  the  head-quarters  of 
the  army  of  the  Grand  Duchy.  On  the 
10th  of  this  month,  prince  Serge  Galitzin, 
was  to  be  at  Lublin,  and  has  advanced  to 
Sandomir. — The  enemy  pleases  himself 
in  spreading  ephemeral  Bulletins,  in  which 
he  always  boasts  of  victory. — According 
to  his  account  he  took  20,0<)0  muskets,  and 
2,000  cuirassiers  in  the  battle  of  Essling. 
He  says,  that  on  the  21st  and  22d  he  was 
master  of  the  field  of  battle  ;  be  has  caused 
to  be  printed,  and  circulated  an  engraving 
of  that  battle,  in  which  we  see.  him  strid- 
ing over  both  shores,  and  his  batteries 
traversing  the  islands  and  the  field  of  bat- 
tle in  every  direction.  He  also  imagines 
a  battle  which  be  calls  the  battle  of  Ket- 
see*,  in  which  a  number  of  French  have 
been  killed  or  taken.  These  childish  re- 
ports, hawked  about  by  small  columns, 
like  that  of  Schill,  are  tactics  employed 
to  unquiet  and  rouse  the  country. — Gene- 
ral Marzianis,  who  was  made  prisoner  in 
the  battle  of  Raab,  has  arrived  at  the  head 
quarters.  He  says,  that  sipce  the  battle 
of  the  Piave,  the  Archduke  John  has  lost 
two-thirds  of  his  army;  that  he  afterwards 

*  Ketsee  is  situated  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Danube,  and  a  league  in^the  inte- 
rior. 
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received  recruits,  which  scarcely  filled  the 
vacancies,  and  who  do  not  understand  the 
use  ot  .arms. — He  reckons  the  loss  of  the 
Archduke  John^  and  Palatine,  in  the  battle 
of  the  Raab,  at  12,000  men.  According 
to  the  report  of  the  Hungarian  prisoners^ 
the  Palatine  was  on  ibat  day  the  first  to 
take  to  flight. — Some  persons  seem  to  wish 
to  put  in  opposition  the  force  of  the  Aus- 
trian army  at  Essling,  estimated  at  90,000 
men,  with  the  80,000  men  vihich  have 
been  made  prisoners  since  the  opening  of 
the  campaign  ! — ^Tliey  ha^e  shewn  very 
little  reflection.  •  The  Austrian  army  en- 
tered upon  the  campaign  with  «ine  corps 
of  iO,0<)0  men  each  ;  and  they  had  in  the 
interior,  corps  of  recruits  and  landwehrs; 
so  that  Austria  really  had  more  than 
400,000  men  under  arms- — From  the  bat- 
le  of  Abersberg,  to  the  taking  of  Vienna, 
they  reckon  that  in  Italy  and  Poland  we 
have  taken  100,000  prisoners  from  the 
enemy,  and  he  has  lost  100^000  men  in 
killed,  deserted  and  dispersed.  The:re 
still  remains  therefore  to  him,  20©,000 
men,  distributed  as  follow : — The  archduke 
John  had,  in  the  battle  of  Raab,  50,000 
men.  The  principal  Austrian  army  was, 
previous  to  the  battle  of  Essling,  90,000 
men.  There  remained  25,000  men  with 
the  Archduke  Ferdinand  at  Warsaw,  and 
25,000  men  were  dispersed  inthe Tyrol  and 
Croatia,  and  spread  in  bands  on  the  confines 
of  Bohemia. — ^Tbe  Austrian  army  at  Ess- 
ling,  was  composed  of  the  first  corps,  com- 
manded by  gen.  Bellegarde,  the  only  one 
which  had  not  been  engaged,  and  which 
was  still  entire,  and  the  wrecks  of  the  2d, 
3d,  4-th,  5th,  and  6th  corps,  which  had  been 
crushed  in  the  preceding  battles.  If  these 
corps  had  sufiered  no  loss,  and  had  united 
such  as  they  were  at  the  commencement 
of  the  campaign,  they  would  have  formed 
240,000  men.  The  enemy  had  no  more  taan 
90,000  men  ;  thus  we  see  how  enormous 
the  losses  are  wlpch  they  have  sufiered. 
— When  the  Archduke  John  entered  on 
the  campaign,  his  army  was  composed  of 
the  8th  and  9th  corps  amounting  to  80,000 
men.  At  Raab  he  had  only  50,000.  But 
in  these « 50,000  were  comprised  15,000' 
Hungarians  of  the  insurrection.  His-^loss 
was  therefore  really  45,000  men.  The 
Archduke  Ferdinand  entered  Warsaw, 
with  the  7th  corps,  consisting  of  40,000 
men.  He  is  reduced  to  25,000.  His  loss 
is  therefore  15  A>0  men.  We  will  see  how 
these  difierent  calculations  are  made  and 

verified The  Viceroy  has,  with  30,000 

French,  beaten  at  Raab,  50,000,  men.    A^ 
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Essling  90,000  men  have  been  beaten  and 
restrained  by  30,()00  French,  who  would 
have  completely  routed  and  destroyed 
them,  if  the  carrying  away  of  the  bridges 
had  not  caused  a  want  of  ammunition. — 
The  great  etJorts  of  Austria  have  been  the 
result  of  paper  money,  and  the  resolution 
of  the  Austrian  government  to  risk  all.  In 
the  danger  of  bankruptcy,  which  would 
have  brought  about  a  revolution,  she  has 
preferred  ^  add  500  millions  to  the  mass 
of  her  paper  money,  and  try  a  last  effort 
to  have  it  circulated  through  Germany, 
Italy,  and  Poland.  It  is  very  probable 
that  this  consideration  has  influenced, 
more  tharf  any  other,  her  determinations. 
— Not  a  single  regiment  has  been  drawn 
from  Spain,  except  the  Imperial  Guard. — 
Gen.  count  Lauriston  continues  the  siege 
of  Raab  with  the  greatest  activity:  the 
town  has  been  on  fire  for  twenty  four  hours, 
and  this  army,  which  at  Essling  has  gained 
so  great  a  victory,  that  she  took  20,000 
muskets,  and  2,000  cuirasses  ;  that  army 
which  at  Ketsee,  killed  so  many,  and  made 
so  many  prisoners  ;  that  army  which,  ac- 
cording to  its  apocryphal  Bulletins,  has 
gained  such  great  advantages  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Raab,  tranquilly  sees  its  principal 
places  besieged  and  burnt,  Hungary  inun- 
dated by  parties,  and  to  save  its  empress, 
its  dicasleus,  all  the  precious  effects  of 
government,  have  removed  them  to  the 
frontiers  of  Turkey,  and  to  the  utmost 
extremity  of  Europe. — An  Austrian  major 
had  the  temerity  to  cross  the  Danube  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Maick,  in  two  boats. 
Gen.  Villy  Vieux  met  him  with  some 
companies,  drove  him  into  the  water,  and 
made  40  prisoners. 

Twatiy'Second  Bulletin,  dated  Vienna, 
June  24. 

Kaab  has  capitulated.  This  city  forms 
an  excellent  position  in  the  centre  of  Hun- 
gary ;  it  is  defi^ded  by  bastions ;  its 
ditches  are  full  of  water,  and  an  inunda- 
tion covers  a  part  of  it.  It  is  situated  at 
the  confluence  of  three  rivers ;  it  resem- 
bles, on  a  small  stale,  the  reduction  of  the 
grand  entrenched  camp,  where  the  enemy 
hoped  to  assemble  and  exercise  the  Hun- 
garian insurrection,  and  where  he  had 
constructed  immense  works.  The  garrison, 
J, 800 strong,  was  insufficient.  The  enemy 
intended  to  have  left  5,000  men,  but  by 
the  battle  of  Raab,  his  army  was  separated 
from  that  place.  The  city  has  suffered 
considerably  from  a  bombardment  of  eight 
days,  which  has  destroyed  its  finest  edi- 


fices ;  all  that  could  be  said  as  to  the  in- 
utility of  a  defence  was  ineffectual :  it  was 
misled  by  the  hope  of  being  relieved. — 
Count  Metternich,  after  having  remained 
three  days  at  the  advanced  posts,  is  re- 
turned to  Vienna.  The  secretary  of  em- 
bassy, Dudon,  and  the  persons  attach^  to 
the  allied  legations  who  had  not  withdrawn 
previous  to  the  capture  of  Vienna,  were 
set  free  on  the  confines  of  Hungary,  when 
intelligence  of  the  loss  of  the  battle  of 
Raab  reached  Buda. — ^Two  battalions  of 
land  we  hr,  two  squadrons  of  uhlans,  and 
one  battalion  of  troops  of  the  linej  forming 
together  2,500  men,  have  entered  Bay- 
reuth.  They  have,  as  usual,  distributed 
proclamations,  and  endeavoured  to  excite 
insurrections.  At  the  same  time,  general 
Amende  entered  Dresden  with  three  bat- 
talions of  the  line,  three  battalions  of 
landwehr,  and  a  collection  of  men  raised 
by  the  duke  of  Brunswick,  and  some  squa- 
drons of  cavalry  drawn^  from  diflerent 
corps,  forming  in  the  whole  from  7  to 
8,000  men. — ^The  king  of  Westphalia  has 
joined  the  1 0th  corps,  and  is  on  his  march. 
The  duke  of  Valmy  has  put  in  motion  the 
advanced  guard  of  the  army  of  resei*ve 
which"  he  commanded. 

[Here  follows  the  capitulation  of  Raab, 
consisting  of  eleven  articles,  dated  22nd 
June,  by  which  it  is  agreed,  that  the  gar- 
rison shall  march  out  with  the  honours  of 
war,  and  deposit  their  arms  on  the  glacis, 
if  not  relieved  by  4  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  24th ;  they  are  afterwards  to 
proceed  to  Comorn,  and  are  not  to  serve 
against  France  or  her  allies  during  the 
war,  or  till  regularly  exchanged ;  the 
officers  to  retain  their  horses  and  swords, 
and  the  soldiers  their  knapsacks. 
(Signed)  Mercez,  Adj.  Commandante. 
DoRRE,  Major. 
(Approved)'  Lauriston. 

Ditto        Pechy,  Col.  Com.  of  Raab.] 


French  Army  in  Spain^ — Bulletin,  dated 
Paris,  June  29. 

The  necessity  of  investing  Gerona,  and 
aflerviards  covering  the  operations  of  the 
siege  of  that  place,  had  obliged  the  seventh 
corps  to  draw  near  to  it.  At  the  same 
time  the  third,  corps  had  detached  one  of 
its  divisions  for  the  purpose  of  co-opera- 
ting in  the  enterprise  against  the  Asturias, 
and  gen.  Suchet,  who  commands  it,  thought 
proper  to  concentrate  the  remainder  of 
his  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Saragassa, 
along  the  Huerba,  and  on  the  Gallego.-r— 
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The  Spanish  gen.  Blake  thought  it  a  fa- 
vourable moment  to  make  a  movement  on 
the  side  of  Arragon,  and  having  united 
his  troops  with  a  great  number  of  armed 
peasants,  be  beG;aQ'his  march  on  the  1 3th 
Jure  towards -the  Hiicrba,  and  the  same 
day  made  several  attempts  against  diffe- 
rent points,  without  success.  On  the  15th 
he  advanced  in  considerable  force  on  the 
fide  of  Santa  Fe,  where  gen.  Sachet  had  col- 
lected about  6,000  men,  and  expected  that 
the  enemy,  emboldened  by  his  apparent 
inactivity,  would  push  forward  into  the 
plain,  and  aBord  an  opportunity  of  attack. 
— ^After  several  movements  on  both  sides, 
gen.  Suchet  was  enabled  to  make  a  deci- 
sive attack  about  five  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing. It  was  attended  with  the  desired 
success  ;  and  the  enemy's  line,  broken  in 
all  points,  was  completely  routed.  The 
pursuit  of  the  cavalry  was  rapid,  and  those 
who  escaped  were  indebted  for  their  safety 
to  the  rocky  mountains,  to  which  they  fled 
for  refuge. — ^The  results  of  the  action 
were,  at  the  departure  of  the  courier,  20 
pieces  of  cannon,  with  their  caissons, 
three  standards,  and  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred horses ;  a  general  of  cavalry,  three 
colonels,  five  lieutenant- colonels,  two  cap- 
tains, and  more  than  4O0  men  were  taken 
prisoners.  The  enemy  left  3,000  dead  on 
the  field  of  battle,  and  fled  in  the  greatest 
disorder.  The  most  complete  tranquillity 
prevailed  in  Saragossa  during  the  battle ; 
and  gen.  Suchet  speaks  in  high  terms 
of  the  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
city. 


Spain. — From  the  London  Gazette,  July  8.t— 
Letters  from  Capt.  Hotham  to  Adm.  Lord 
Gandfier,  dated  from  the  22nd  to  the  30th 
Jme.  t 

In  consequence  of  the  defeat  sustained 
by  the  enemy's  army  under  marshal  Ney 
in  the  action  against  the  Spanish  forces  at 
the  bridge  of  Payo,  that  general  fell  back 
onCorunna  on  the  1 3th  June,  and  imme- 
diately began  to  take  measures  for  relin- 
quishing the  position  of  that  place  and 
Fcrrol,  removing  his  forces  by  divisions 
to  an  encampment  three  leagues  in  ad- 
vance from  Betanzos  towards  Lugo.  The 
last  drvisions  of  the  French  left  Ferrol  on 
the  21  St,  and  Corunna  on  the  22nd,  after 
having  in  both  places  spiked  the  guns  and 
destroyed  the  defences  on  the  land  side, 
together  with  the  magazines  and  stores  of 
every  kind,  and  completely  disarmed  the 
f^iicw  and  tbejr  iuhabitanta. — The  proxi- 


mity of  the  enemy's  position  continuing 
to  hold  the  authorities  established  by  the 
French  at  Corunna  in  subjection  through 
the  fear  of  his  return,  no  communication 
being  suffered  with  the  British  ships  but 
by  flag  of  truce,  and  the  state  of  defence 
in  which  the  batteries  and  lines  on  the 
sea  side  were  left,  rendering  it  dangerous 
for  the  British  to  land  or  approach  the 
coast  in  the  event  of  the  re-appearance  of 
any  of  the  enemy,  capt.  Hotham,  on  the 
24th,  ordered  a  detachment  of  seamen  and « 
marines  to  land,  disable  the  guns  on  the 
different  batteries  bearing  on  the  anchor- 
age, ottering,  at  the  same  time,  to  the  go- 
vernor the  services  of  the  detachment  in 
rendering  any  assistance  that  might  be  in 
its  power  to  the  cause  of  the  Spanish  Pa- 
triots. The  cannons  and  mortars  on  the 
sea  lines  at  Corunna,  and  in  the  forts  com- 
manding the  bay,  were  accordingly  dis- 
mounted on  the  same  day,  leaving  un- 
touched those  on  the  lines  towards  the 
land  which  had  been  spiked  by  the  enemy. 
— On  the  2(5th  capt.  Hotham  sent  capt. 
Parker,  of  his  majesty's  ship  Amazon,  to 
Ferrol,  where  he  was  received  by  the  peo- 
ple with  the  loudest  acclamations  of  joy, 
and  received  from  the  higher  orders  of  the 
inhabitants  the  strongest  possible  marks 
of  attachment  to  the  English,  and  happi- 
ness at  seeing  once  more  amongst  them 
an  officer  of  that  nation.  The  castle  of 
San  Felipe,  however,  was  still  under  the 
command  of  a  person  appointed  by  mar^ 
shal  Ney,  and  attached  to  the  French  in- 
terest, with  a  garrison  composed  of  a  de- 
tachment of  a  legion,  raised  by  the  enemy 
during  their  possession  of  Ferrol  and  Co- 
runna; and  on  the  27th  capt.  Hotham 
received  information  that  the  above  com- 
mandant had  given  orders  to  fire  on  any 
English  ships  or  boats  that  might  attempt 
to  pass  the  castle.  In  consequence,  t:apt. 
Hotham  repaired  to  Ferrol  in  the  Defiance, 
and  landed  the  marines  of  that  ship  and 
the  Amazon,  with  a  party  of  armed  sea- 
men, under  the  direction  of  capt.  Parker, 
who  entered  the  castle  without  opposition, 
preceded  by  a  flag  bearing  the  name  of 
king  Ferdinand  VII.  and  the  Spanish 
colours.  The  detachment  then  proceeded 
to  the  town  of  Ferrol,  where  it  was  re- 
ceived in  the  most  affectionate  manner  by 
the  inhabitants,  and  having  arrested  the 
commandant  of  the  castle'  in  the  name  of 
kin^  Ferdinand,  sent  him  on  board  the 
Defiance.  The  governor  of  Ferrol  not 
having  any  means  of  garrisoning  the  castle^ 
the  guns  in  it  were  spiked,  and  the  powder 
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removed  to  the  arsenal,  and  the  place  left 
under  the  command  of  the  former  govern- 
or, who  had  been  suspended  by  the  enemy. 
— On  the  28th,  capt.  Hotham  entered  the 
port  of  CoiTjnna,  where  he  was  informed 
by  the  governor  that  he  had  received  in- 
^  structions  from  the  marquis  de  la  Romana, 
dated  at  Orense  on  the  27th,  to  proclaim 
his  catholic  majesty  Ferdinand  VIL,  with 
advice  that  he  had  dispatched  a  regiment' 
from  his  army  to  attend  the  ceremony  and 
garrison  the  place ;  the  governor  at  the 
^eame  time  gave  capt.  Hotham  assurances 
that  the  port  was  from  that  hour  to  be 
considered  under  the  controul  and  autho- 
rity of  the  lawful  king  of  Spain ;  and  the 
captain  placed  himself,  and  every  assistance 
that  the  ships  under  his  orders  might  be 
able  to  aiFord,  at  the  governor's  disposal. — 
On  the  29  ih,  major-gen.  the  conde  de 
Norona,  capt.-gen.  of  GalHcia,  arrived  at 
Corunna  from  St.  Jago,  and  was  followed 
on  the  next  day  by  gen.  Carrera  with 
about  1 1 ,000  men,  forming  the  Conde's 
division  of  the  marquis  Romana's  army. — 
The  French  army  under  marshal  Ney, 
moved  from  its  camp  near  Betanzos  on 
the  22nd,  taking  the  road  to  Lugo  and 
Astorga.  It  was  reported,  previously  to 
its  breaking  up  the  camp,  it  destroyed  its" 
baggage  and  heavy  artillery. —  On  the 
27th  the  marquis  de  la  Romana  was  stated 
to  be  a^  Orense  with  gen.  Mahi  and  30,000 
men. — Marshal  Soulrs  position  on  the  l6th 
was  said  to  have  been  at  Moaforte  and 
Quiraga. 

Letter  from  Capt,  M'Kinlcy  to  the  fion.  W, 
W.  Pole,  dated  Lively,  Vigo,  June  2. 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honour  of  inclosing  to 
yow,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  a  Copy  of  a 
Letter  I  received  from  brigadier- general 
Carrera,  commanding  a  division  of  loyal 
Spanish  troops,  giving  an  account  of  his 
taking  fipom  the  French  the  city  of  St.  Jago 
Compostella;  by  which  their  lordships 
will  see  the  spirit  and  gallantry  of  the 
brigadier-general,  and  the  ardour  of  the 
troops  under  his  orders. — I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  &c.        (Signed)     Geo.  M'Kinley. 

Head-quarters  Santiago,  May  23. 
Santiago  is  in  our  possession  :  —  the 
enemy,  consisting  of  5,000  infantry,  with 
14  pieces  of  artillery,  and  300  horse,  came 
out  to  meet  us,  and  attacked  us  on  our 
march  in  the  plain  called  De  la  Estrella. 
Our  scouts  having  fallen  in  with  their 
Toltig^urs,  md  exchanged   some  firing. 


brought  me  the  information,  and  {ordered 
the  division  to  form  in  the  best  position 
that  could  be  taken.  The  enf*my  attacked 
with  vigour,  but  were  unable  to  gain  the 
smallest  advantage. — Our  artillery  was  as 
good  as  their's  was  bad,  nut  a  man  being 
wounded  on  our  side  by  a  cannon  ball. 
After,  an  hour's  firing  we  became  impa- 
lient  of  suffering  it,  and  I  ordered  Don 
Pablo  Murillo  to  charge  them  on  their 
right  fiank,  whilst  I  advanced  in  froni 
with  the  three  other  columns.  The  enemy 
twice  took  up  positions,  and  were  as  often 
dislodged.  The  unevenness  of  the  ground 
favoured  their  escape ;  in  effecting  which 
they  shamefully  blew  up  two  ammunition 
chests  ;  two  others,  with  two  of  clothing, 
upwards  of  600  muskets,  and  some  horses 
and  other  articles,  which  I  have  not  yet 
examined,  fell  into  our  hands.  Murillo 
entered  the  city,  and  pursued  the  enemy 
through  the  streets  to  the  distance  of  more 
than  a  league  from  hence.  I  am  not  yet 
informed  of  the  number  of  slain,  nor  of 
that  of  the  prisoners,  of  whom  there  arc 
many.  The  general,  Maquian,  has  been 
severely  wounded  by  two  musket  shot; 
the  second  in  command  was  killed  in  the 
field,  whose  insignia  have  been  brought 
to  me  by  the  soldiers.  Our  loss  has  been 
trifling ;  the  troops  are  in  high  spirits,  and 
I  may  expect  much  from  them. — I  am,  &c. 
Martin  i>e  la  Carreba. 


Austria. — Supplement  to  the  London  GazetU 
qftlte  lUhJuly. 
Account  qf  the  Battle  fotighl  near 
Aspern,  on  the  March-Afield,  onthe2\9tand 
2'Zd  qfMay,  between  ilie  Archduke  Charles 
qf  Austria,  Generalissimo  of  the  Jntperial 
Austrian  Armies,  and  the  Emperor  Napo- 
leon, Commander  in  Chirf  (^  the  French 
and  Allied  Armies. 

The  Emperor  Napoleon  having,  after 
some  sanguinary  engagements  near  Abens- 
berg,  Hansen  and  Dinzligen.  in  which  the 
fortune  of  war  favoured  the  Austrian  arms 
so  as  to  force  the  French  garrison  at  Raus- 
bon  to  surrender,  succeeded  in  cutting  off 
the  left  wing  of  the  Austrian  army,  and 
driving  it  back  to  Landshat,  and  afier* 
wards  in  advancing  by  Eckmuhl  with  a 
superior  corps  of  cavalry,  taking  the  road 
of  Eglofsheim,  and  forcing  to  retreat  those 
Austrian  corps  that  were  posted  on  the 
heights  of  Leikepont  and  Talmessing;  the 
Archduke  on  the  2Sd  of  April  crossed  the 
Danube  near  Ratisboo,  and  joined  tb« 
corps  of  Bellegarde,  who  bad  ofteoed  tbs 
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capipaifn  by  several  successful  affiiirsin  the 
Upper  Palatinate,  had  reached  Amberg, 
Neumarktand  Hemau,  and  had  by  this  time 
approached  Siadt-ani-Hof,  in  order  to  exe- 
cate  its  immediate  junction  with  the  Arch- 
duke. The  Eraperor  Na-poleon  ordered 
the  bombardment  oP  Ratisbon,  occupied 
by  a  few  battalions  who  were  to  cover 
the  passage  of  the  Danube.  ,  On  the  23d 
in  tbe  evening  he  becam.?  master  of  it,  and 
icnmediately  hastened  along  the  right 
bank  of  the  Danube  to  enter  the  Austrian 
States,  in  order,  as  he  openly  declared,  to 
dictate  peace  at  Vienna.  The  Austrian 
army  had  taken  a  position  near  Cham, 
behind  the  river  Regen,  which  was  watch- 
ed by  some  of  the  enemy's  di?isions, 
while  the  Emperor  Napoleon  called  all  his 
disposable,  troops,  in  forced  marches,  from 
the  north  of  Germany  to  the  Danube,  and 
considerably*  reinforced  his  army  with  the 
troops  of  Wui-tcmberg,  Hessia,  Baden,  and 
some  time  after  with  those  of  Saxony. 
Near  Kim  and  Nittenau,  some  aliairs  had 
happened  between  the  out-posts,  which, 
however,  had  no  influence  upon  our  armies. 
However  easy  it  would  have  been  for  the 
Archduke  to  coAinue  his  offensive  opera- 
tions on  the  left  bank  of  the  Danube  with- 
out any  materia!  resistance,  and  however 
gratifying  it  might  have  been  to  relieve 
provinces  which  were  groaning  beneath 
the  pressure  of  foreign  dominion ;  the 
preservation  of  his  native  land  did  not 
permit  him  to  suffer  the  enemy  to  riot 
with  impunity  in  the  entrails  of  the  mo- 
narchy, to  give  up  the  rich  sources  of  its  in- 
dependence, and  expose  the  welfare  of  the 
subject  to  the  devastations  of  foreign  con- 
querors. Those  motives  i  nd  uced  tlie  Arch  • 
doke  to  conduct  his  army  to  Bohemia,  by 
the  way  of  Klentsch  and  Neumarkt,  to  oc- 
cupy the  Bohemian  forest  with  light 
troops  and  part  of  the  militia,  and  to  di- 
rect his  march  towards  Budweis,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  3d  of  May,  hoping  to  join 
near  Lintz,  his  left  wing,  whicn  had  been 
separated  from  him,  and  which  was  under 
the  command  of  lieut.-gen.  baron  Hiller. 
But  tbe  latter  had  been  so  closely  pressed 
by  the  united  force  of  the  French  armies, 
that,  after  several  spirited  engagements, 
and  even  after  a  brilliant  affair,  in  which 
he  bad  the  advantage,  near  Neumarkt, 
and  in  which  the  troops  achieved  all  that 
was  possible  against  the  disproportionate 
wperiority  of  the  enemy,  he  indeed  was 
Ale  to  reach  Lintz,  but .  was  incapable  of 
trowing  the  Danube,  and  obliged  to  con- 
tent himself  witj^  destroying  the  commu- 


nication with  the  left  bank,  and  taking  up  a 
position  behind'  the  Traua  near  Ebersberg. 
This  was  the  occasion  of  an  extremely 
murderous  engagement,  during  which  the 
enemy  in  storming  the  bridge  lost  near 
four  thousand  men :  Ebersberg  was  set  on 
tire,  and  lieut.  gen.  Ililler  continued  his 
retreat,  till  he  got  so  much  the  start  as 
to  pass  the  Danube  near  Stain  without  be- 
ing disturbed  by  the  enemy,  and  to  wait 
the  approach  of  the  Archduke,  who,  after 
having  in  va.n  attempted  the  junction  of 
the  feirmy  near  Lintzy  had  marched  from 
Budweis  to  Zwettel ;  still  hoping,  by  a 
quick  passage  of  the  Danube,  to  arrest  the 
Enemy's  progress  towards  the  metropolis. 
Meanwhile  a  corps  of  Wurtembergers  had 
advanced  from  Passau  along  beth  the 
shores  of  the  Danube,  had  occupied  Lintz 
and  the  bank  opposite  to  it ;  had  restored 
the  bridge,  and  sit;nalized  itself  by  des- 
troying the  defenceless  villages  and  castles 
which  could  not  be  protected  by  the  small 
advanced  guard  proceeding  by  the  side  of 
the  main  army."  The  enemy,  by  march- 
ing throuffh  the  valley  of  the  Danube  in 
the  straightest  line,  had  got  so  much 
ahead,  that  all  hopes  of  coming  up  with 
him  in  front  of  Vienna  vanished:  still, 
however,  if  that  city  had  been  able  to 
hold  out  for  five  days,  it  might  have  been 
relieved  ;  and  the  Ar.chduke  resolved  on 
venturing  the  utmost  to  rescue  that  good 
city,  which,  by  the  excellent  disposition 
of  its  citizens,  its  faithful  attachment  to 
its  sovereign,  and  its  noble  devotion,  has 
raised  to  itself  an  eternal  monument  in 
the  annals  of  Austria.  All  his  plans  were 
now  directed  towards  gaining  the  bridges 
across  the  Danube  near  Vienna,  and  en- 
deavouring to  save  the  imperial  residence 
by  a  combat  under  its  very  walls. — Vienna, 
formerly  an  important  fortress,'  was  in 
vain  besieged  by  the  Turks,  and  would 
even  now,  from  the  solidity  of  its  ram- 
parts, the  strong  profiles  of  its  works,  and. 
the  extensive  system  of  its  mines,  be  ca- 
pable of  making  a  protracted  resistance, 
had  not,  for  upwards  of  a  century  back, 
the  luxury  of  a  large  metropolis,  the  wants 
of  ease,  the  conflux  of  all  the  magnates  in 
the  empire,  and  the  pomp  of  a  splendid 
court,  totally  effaced  every  consideration  of 
military  defence.  Palaces  adorn  the  ram- 
part, the  casemates  and  ditches  were  con- 
verted into  workshops  of  tradesmen,  plan- 
tations mark  the  counter-scarpes  of  the 
fortress,  and  avenues  of  trees  traverse  the 
glacis,  uniting  the  most  beautiful  suburbs 
in  the  world  to  the  corps  de  la  place. — 
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Although  under  such  circumstances  no 
obsiinate  resistance  of  the  capit.ilwas  to 
be  expected,  yet  from  the  luuxampled 
loyalty  of  the  inhabitants  it  was  confi- 
dently hoped  that  Vienna  might  for  a  few 
days  serve  as  a  tete-de-pont  to  cover  the 
passage  of  the  river  ;  whenc*^  all  prepara- 
tions amounted  to  no  more  than  to  secure 
the  place  against  a  coup-de-main  ;  and 
for  this  reason  the  Archduke  had  some 
time  before  directed  field-marshal  Hillerto 
send  part  of  his  corp^  along  the  right  bank 
towards  the  capital,  in  the  event  of  his 
(the  Archduke-s)  passage  to  the  left  shore. 
— Field-marshal  liiller  now  received  orders 
to  burn  the  bridge  near  Stain  in  his  rear, 
to  leave  a  small  corps  of  observation  near 
Krems,  to  hasten  by  forced  marches  with 
the  bulk  of  his  army  to  the  environs  of 
Vienna,  and,  as  circumstances  would  per- 
mit, by  occupying  the  small  islands,  to 
keep  up  the  communication  with  the 
city  and  the  dcbouche  across  the  bridges. 
— The  army  of  the  Archduke  now  ad- 
vanced without  interruption,  by  Neupolla, 
Horn,  and  Weikendorf  upon  Stockerau; 
and,  in  order  to  overawe  such  enterprizes 
as  the  enemy  might  project  from  the  en- 
virons of  Lintz,  part  of  the  corps  of  i\i^  ge- 
neral of  artillery  count  Kollo^vrath,  which 
till  then  had  remained  near  Pilsen  with  a 
view  to  secure  the  North  and  West  frontier 
of  Bohemia,  was  ordered  to  march  to  Bud- 
weis. — Napoleon  had  used  so  much  expe- 
dition on  his  march  to  Vienna,  that  on  the 
9th  of  May  his  advanced  troops  appeared 
on  the  glacis  of  the  fortress,  whence  they 
were  driven  by  some  cannon  shot.  From 
three  to  four  thousand  regular  troops,  as 
many  armed  citizens,  and  some  battalions 
of  country  militia,  defended  the  city  ; 
ordnance  of  various  calibre  was  placed 
upon  the  ram()ar^s ;  the  suburbs  were 
abandoned  on  account  of  their  great  ex- 
tent;-and  the  numerous  islands  and  low 
bushy  ground  behind  the  town  were  occu- 
pied by  some  light  troops  of  the  corps  of 
Hiller  as  well  as  by  militia.— The  corps 
itself  was  posted  on  what  is  termed  "  the 
Point"  on  the  left  shore  of  theTiver,  waiting 
the  arrival  of  the  army,  which  was  ad- 
vancing in  haste. — The  occupation  of 
Vienna  formed  too  essential  a  part  In  the 
extensive  plans  of  the  French  Emperor ;  its 
conquest  had  been  announced  by  him 
with  too  much  confidence,  and  was  of  too 
great  importance  towards  confirming  the 
prejudice  of  his  irresistible  power,  for  him 


not  to  employ   every  method  of  taking  it 
before  the  assistance   which  was  so  near 
could    arrive. — For  the   space  of  twenty- 
four  hours  the  howitzers  played  upon  the 
town  :  and    though   several   houses   a  ere 
seb-on  fire,  the  coura;re  of  the  inhabitants 
remained  unshaken.     But  a  general  devas- 
tation threatened  their  valuahie  property, 
and  when  at  length   the  enemy,  availing 
himself  of  the   numerous  craft  which  he 
ftund  there,  crossed  the  smaller  branches 
of  the  Danube,  dislodged  the  troops  from 
the  nearest  "islands,   and    menaced   their 
communication   with  the    left    bank,   the 
city  was  justified  in  capitulatin**:,  while 
the  troops  retreated  by  the  great  bridge  of 
Tabor,  which  they  afterwards  set  on  fire. 
— The  Archduke  received  this  intelligence 
in  head  quarters,  between  Horn  and  Meis- 
sau,  and  though  it  was  scarcely  to  be  ex- 
pected that  this  city,  surrounded  as  it  was, 
should  continue  its., resistance,  the  Arch- 
duke proceeded  on  his  march  vvithout  in- 
terruption, flattering  himself  th-^t  he  might 
be  able  to  execute  his  favourite  project  by 
a  bold  attempt  to   pass  the  Danube  near 
Vienna. — This    city    capitelated    on   the 
1 3th  of  May,  so  that  there  was  no  farther 
occasion  to  expose  the  army  to  hazard  by 
crossing  the  Darmbe^  for  which  no  sufii- 
cicnt  preparation  had    been   made,    and 
which  must  have  been  effected  in  the  face 
of  the  enemy,  and  under  local  circum- 
stances of  the  greatest  disadvantage.     By 
the    surrender  of  Vienna   the   army   had 
also  lost  a  point  of  support  on  which  to 
rest  its  military  operations. — In  this  situa- 
tion of  affairs  the  Archduke  resolved  to 
collect  his  army  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
Bisamberg,  and    allow   it  a  few  days  of 
rest,  which,  after  so  many  forced  marches, 
it  urgently  wanted.     The  cavalry,  for  the 
convenience  of  water,  was  posted  along 
the   Russ,  a  small  rivulet,  which   is  con- 
cealed by  ground    covered  with   bushes, 
and  the  advanced  guards  pushed  fonvard 
to   the  Danube,  iu  order  to  observe  the 
movements  of  the   enemy,  and  prevent 
his  passing  the  river,  which,  he    had  al- 
ready attempted  to  do  from  Nusstlorf,  to 
what  is  called  the  Black  Lake,  but  with  so 
little  success,  that  a  battalion  of  his  ad- 
vanced  guard  was  taken.     The   chain  of 
(he  outposts  extended  on  the  left  side  ai 
far   as  the   Mar*  h,  and    on  .the  right  to 
Krems  ;    this  place  and.Presburg  were  oc*   . 

cupied  by  some  battalions; •.  ..• 

(To  be  coDtinued.) 
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~  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

Winchester,  Thursday  Evenwg, 
20ihJuy,  1S(W. 
For  one  week  in  seven  years,  1  may,  I 
think,  be  excu^eti  Iroin  writing  for  the 
prens.  1  have  n)t,  however,  bfcii  id  c, 
even  in  the  way  of  poiiiics ;  and  shall,  I 
hope,  be  able  fo  make,  in  my  nexi,  a.nends 
for  what  I  am  n^>w  prevented  from  doing 
by  wdQt  of  lime. 

\X^  COBBETT 


Meeting  of  the  Creditors,  of  Her 
Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales.  —  Frotn  the  Morning  Chronicle, 
Juif  17.  ISO  J. 

We  have  been  favoured  by  a  Creditor 
in'th  the  following  Account  of  what  passed 
at  a  Met»ting  of  the  Creditors  of  the  Prin- 
*cejs  of  Waios,  held  on  Friday  las^,  at  the 
York  Hotel,  Brid^e-fitreet,  Blackfriars  in 
consequen  e  of  a  letter  circulated  by 
Messrs.  Blagrave  and  Walter,  their  Soli- 
cit >rs,  intim  iting  that  Mr.  Adam,  the 
Prince's  Chance' lor,  and  Mr.  Gray,  his 
Boyal  Highnes8*s  Deputy  Treasurer, 
wonld  attend,  when  the  Plan  which  the 
Prince  had  adopted  to  pay  their  Debts, 
and  secure  them  in  future,  would  be  laid 
before  them. — Mr.  Adam  stated  to  the 
Creditors,  that  the  Prince  had  taken  their 
case  into  his.  most  serious  and  gracious 
consideration  in  every  point  'of  view. 
Tbat  his  Koy;il  Highness's  object  was  not 
merely  to  pay  the  i)ebt  in  the  manner  al- 
ready settled  and  a^  cepted,  but  to  secure 
them  in  future  as  far  as  the  law  would 
enable  him;  xhM  the  affairs  of  his  Royal 
Highness  were  all  administered  under  an 
Act  of  the  35th  of  thjt*  King,  which  ren- 
dered it  illegal  for  the  Prince  to  grant  any 
bond  or  obligation,  and  protected  him 
against  personal  action  ;  but  r^^ndered  his 
ievenoe  liable,  if  the  Creditors  followed 
ont  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  by  deliver- 
ing m  their  bills  signed  within  ten  days 
after  the  quarter^  aad  provided  they  sued 


—^ IG6 

on  them  within  three  months  from  that  de- 
livery.    Mr.  Adam   then  stated,  that  the 
Prim  e's  Treasurer  had  uniformly  and   re- 
g'jj  »rly  every  quarter  paid  the  allowance 
of  riboo/.  a   year  to  the  Officer  of  her 
Roy  .1  :1  ghness;  ihct  this  had  never  been 
ill    irrear  one   instant  from    Is02  to   the 
present  iini*;   that    Mr.    Gray    (who  was 
f)K'^ent)  was  tJie  person  who  paid  it  ;  that 
the   Prince    had  always  paid  this  sum  to 
the  Princess  without  deducring   the   In- 
come Tax,    although  there  was   12,000/. 
|iCi  annum  drductcd  from  him  at  the  Ex- 
chequer on  that  account.     That  his  Royal 
Hiuhies"*  had  now  increased  the  Princess's 
income  to  17,000/.  a  year,  to  be  paid  quar- 
terly without  deducting  the  income   tax. 
That  the  Princess  was  paid   for  personal 
ex]>ences  at  the  Exchequer,  5,000/.  a  year, 
making  in  all  an  income  of  22,000/.  Mr. 
Adam  then  stated,  th.\t  it  was  upon  this 
increased  income  of  17,000/.  a  year  nett, 
that  the  Prince  had  devised  the  security  for 
the  Creditors  i|i   future,  having  made  it  a 
condition,  that  the  Princes^s  should  appoint 
an  officer  to  receive  that  income,  who  was 
enjoined  in  the  settling  the  accounts,  to 
follow  the  course  prescribed  by  the  Act  of 
Parliament  for  regulating  the  Expenditure 
of  the  Prince.      Mr.  Adam  said,  that   a 
paper  to  this  eftect  had   been  accordingly- 
signed  by  the  Prince.'^s,  so  that  the  Credi- 
tors had  now  only  to  observe  the  forms  of 
the  Act  of  Parliament  to  ensure  their  pay- 
ment; but  the  Prince  did  not  stop  here, 
but  in   providing  for  his  own  future  in- 
demnity,  the    particulars  of   which   Mr. 
Adam  said  he   did  not  enter  into,  as  not 
belonging  to  that  place  or  meeting,  the 
Prince  had  taken  care  that  if  this  volun- 
tary regulation  did  not  effectuate  the  ob- 
ject, the  legislature  was  to  be  applied  to. 
Mr.  Adam  then  said,  that  the  Prince  had 
by   economical   regulations  appropriated 
as  large  a  sum  as  bis  circumstances  would 
admit,  to  discharge  this  debt,  greater  in 
proportion  than  he  had  been  enabled  to 
apply  to  bis  own,  which  be  was  sure  his 
own  Creditors  would  justify,  as  from  the 
moment  he  undertook  the  payment  of  the 
Debts   of  the  Princess,  they  were  to  be 
considered  as  debts  of  honour.     Mr.  Adam 
then  said,  that  -the  regularity  of  tke  pay* 
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meats  might' be  depended  upon.  There 
was  an  evcat^Jbawever^  of  .which  some  of 
the  Creditors  had  expressed  a  d^ead,  the 
calamity  of  being  deprived  of  the  Prince, 
'Mr.  Adam  assured  Ihem  that  that  event 
tluid  not  bee^  luithought  of  by  his  Royal 
Highness.  The  Prince .  could  not  l^y  law 
bind  himself  by  deed  or  note,  but  he  had 

Sroperty  and  rights  which  mi^ht  be  ren- 
ered  available  in  case, of  the  event  al- 
.luded  to,  and.  these  would  be  so  regulated 
that  his  Royal  lii^hness  had  the  heartfelt 
^f^tisfaction  to  think,  fhat  no  person  \yould 
^suffer  ultimately  ai^y  loss  by  him.— Mr. 
^^Adam  ,s^id,  ,this  .yearly  rcomprised  the 
'^l^oje  ipatter, which  he  had  to  lay  before 
.ttYero,  which  wpuld  b&mostsati$£^tory,hiB 
tad  no  doubt,  ^  tnem,  and  would  conviijice 
them  that  every  thipg  that  could  be  done 
^r. their  bendit  within,thePirince?s  power 
.was  done,  and   tliat  withouti  l}is   Rpy^l 
'Highness's  intervention  i^y  cpuld  never* 
have  received  any  thing.    That  their  pe-j 
itition,  wiLh9ut  the  coi^s^nt.pi*  his,]VIajesty, 
fignitied  hy  iheChangeljor  of  thelvtcbe-j 
/ryer,  would  n^ver"  have  tjeeii- received  ip 
,the  House  of  Commoos;   and  )[Vlr.  Adam 
said  he  knew  that  such  consent  woqldi 
'hav«   been  rqf^s^d*    So  that  unless  the 
JVihce  had  spontaneously  undertaken  for. 
the  arrangen^ept  of  thelr.cjebts,  theCredi-' 
{tors  w^uld  have  had  no  repress.     In  doing^ 
■this  the  f  rince  stipulated,  that  he  sl^oul^' 
\e   fully  indemnified  against  fviture  dc- 
jmands,^  a  claim  whic(i  his  ,Royal  I^igh^ie^s 
^^s  held  to  be  justified  in  makifig,|becau^, 
.to  tl^e  41,000/.,  tfherc  was  to  tje  f4{l^ 
the  sum  of  S4.,00Q/.,  whiqb  the  Princess  hail 
j^ceived  fyom  his  l^ajesty's  Droits  of  Ad- 
miralty, making  ^i^etUer  75,000/.  of  debt 
contracted  by  her  Ro\>'al  Highness ;  M^ich 
jdivided  on  the  number  of  yearp,ejcqeededby 
many  thousand  |]^>^ds  a  year  thegreatest 
income  ^ver  proposed  for  her  Royal  High- 
iiess ;  that  aft^r  ihe  payn^nt  of  41,000/. 
had  been  undtrtaken  by  the  Prince,  and  a 
^u^arant^e  against  future  demands  arran- 
ged to  his   satisfaction,  Mr.  Adam  said, 
tnat  towards  the*  conclusion  of  the  busi- 
ness, it  was  statied  to  him  by  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  to  be  by  him  (Mr. 
Adam)  laid  before   the  Prince,  that  the 
debt  was  8,000/.  more  than  the  41,000/. 
This  his  Royal  Highness  tookiftlso  into  his 
most  gracious  consideration,  and  gave  his 
commands  to  Mr.  Adam  to  represent  to 
those  of  the  King's  Confidental  Servants, 
who  were  engaged  in  the  transactif>n  ; — 
**  That  the  main   and   principal    object 
fi^hich  had  U5|^^*y<i«ccied  his  Royal 


Highness's  determination,  and  which  ht 
had  never  for  a  moment  lostsight  of  in  any* 
one .  part  of  this  transaction,  had  been  to 
prevent  (in, these  times  of  great  and  neces- 
sary expenditure)  any  dfebt  of  his  own  or 
any  «>iher  for  which  he  might  be.ceoBiderdd 
liable,  becoming  either  directly  or  circuit- 
ously  a  burden  upon  the  country.  That 
he  had  been  likewise  greatly  infloenced 
by  the  desire  of  seeing  justice  done  to 
the  Creditors  of  the  Princess,  although  un- 
der no  legal  obligation  whatever  to  pay 
thoseDebts. — On  these  grounds  the  Prince 
of  Wales  gave  it  to  be  understood  to  those 
of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  concerned '%l 
the  transaction,  that  \^^9  l^yal  H^hn^ss 
would  spontaneously  take  upon  hiinse)f 
the  payment  of  the  sum  of  8,000/.,  m  ad- 
dition, ta  the  sum  of  «^  1,000/..  ftrmerly 
undertaken  to  be  liquidated. hy  his  RJy^i 
Highness  upon  the  indertmity  being  given 
to'  htm ;  and'by  so  doing,  his  Royal  High- 
ness had  the  satisfaction  of  preserving,  the 
public  froth  any  burden,  directly  or  mdi- 
refctly,  and  of  se^'mg  justice  ddne  to  the  . 
<!reditpr3  of  the  Prtncess,  who  had  nq 
other  means  whatever  df  "being  r^Ueved. 
but  through  the  volunt^y  incerposition 
of  |iis  Royal  (lighness.^' — Mr.  Ad^ip  ^^^^ 
observed,  that  the  whole  debt  of  49,0001^ 
beiQg  thus  assumed  by  his  Royal  High* 
ness,  the  Prince  aave  directions  to  Mr. 
Gray  and  lihnself  (Mr.  Adam,)  to  make 
the  instalments  as  liberal  as  possible,  ht 
consequence  of  which  10,00)0/.  has  now 
been  paid,  ^od  the  second  instalpieiit 
would  be  paid  in  thefirst  week  of  January. 


Lovtzn  C  AH  Ad  ^.^-'Speich  of  the  G&vtmor 
General  *,  (Sn  dissdliping  the  FrWitunal  jpor- 
iiament.  *From  the  Quebec  Ckttette,  Jlfy^ 
16,  1«09. 

Gentlemen  of  the  ^gi8\ative  Council, 
and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly  ; 
The  advanced  state  of  the  season,  your  pri- 
vate convenience^  and  the  happy  chang» 
that  has  taken  place  in  the  relations  be* 
tween  his  Majesty's  Government  and  thst 
of  the  United  States^  from  which  we  may 
reasonably  look  for  a  permanence  of  the 
public  tranquillity,  tpgether  with  other 
circumstances,  have  induced  me  to  put  an 
end  to  this  Session  :  and  upon  a  full  con- 
sideration of  the  events  by  which  ft  has 
been  marked,  1  feel  it  to  be  a  duty  which 
1  owe  iq  his  Majesty  and  to  the  Province, 


*  Lieut«  Gen.  Sir  James  H^nry  Crti(» 
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ip  recur,  as  speedily  as  circumstances 
will  permit,  to  the  sense  of  his  subjects, 
by  calling  a  new  Parliament. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly  ; 
When  I  met  you  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  Session,  I  had  no  reason  to 
doubt  your  moderation  or  your  prudence, 
and  r  therefore  Willingly  relied  upon  both. 
Under  the  guidance  of  these  principles,  I 
expected  from  you  a  manly  sacrifice  of  all 
pers6nal  animosities,  and  individual  dissa- 
tisfaction, a  watchful  solicitude  for  the  con- 
Qcms  of  your  country,  and  a  steady  pcr- 
se?erance  in  the  executing  of  your  public 
.doty,  with  zeal  and  dispatch.  I  looked 
for  earnest  endea'fours  to  promote  tlie  ge- 
neral harmony  of  the  Province,  and  a  care- 
ful abstinence  from  whatever  might  have 
atende^icy  to  disturb  it;  for  due,  jand 
therefore  indispensible  attention  to  the 
otber  brtmches  of  the  legislature,  and  for 
'prompt  and  cheerful  co-operation  and  as- 
nstdnce  in  whatever  might  conduce  to  tl^e 
happiness  and  welfare  of  thecolony.  ^11 
thb  I  had  a  right  to  expect,  because  such 
was  your  constitutional  duty  ;  because, 
tach  a  conduct  would  have  been  a  lasting 
testimony,  .as  i^  was  the  only  one  sougfit 
^(Jr  by  His  Majesty's  Government,  of  that 
loyalty  and  aftection,  which  you  have  so 
warmly  professed,  and  which  I  believe  you 
to  possess,  and.becausf^  it  was  particularly 
,  qilled  for  by  the  critical  conjuncture  of 
the  times,  and  especially  hy  the  precari- 
pmj  situation  in  which  we  then  stood, 
JPHw  respect  to  the  American  States.  I 
jUn  sprry  to  add,  that  I  have  been  disap* 
j>ointed  in  all  these  expectations,  and  m 
every  hope  on  whi/cfh  1  relied. — ^You  have 
wast^fl  in- firoitless  debates,  excited  by  pri- 
vklc  ai^d  personal  animosities,  or  by  frivo-  ♦ 
lous  contests,  lippn  trivial  matters  of  forip, 
that  time  and  those  talents,  to  which,  within 
your  walls,  ^e  pu^btic  have  an  exclusive  ' 
title  ;  this  abuse  of  your  functions  you 
Jbve  preferred  to  the  nigh  and  impojrtant 
dtrtJes  which  you  owe  to  your  sovereign 
and  to  your  constituents  ;  and  you  have, 
tiiereby,  been  forced  to  neglect  the  consi- 
deration of  matters  of  moment  and  neces- 
«ty,  which  ,were  before  you,  while  you 
have  at  the  savie  time  virtually  prevented 
Ihe  introduction  of  such  others,  as  may 
lave  be^ii  in  contemplation.  If  any  fur- 
ther proof  of  this  miswse  of  ,  your  time 
were  necessary,  I  have  jiist  presented  it, 
ia  having  been  ealled  on,  a^er  a,  session 
^f  five  weeks,  to  exercise  his  Majesty's 
pterogative  of  asMot,  to  only  the  same 
j^Ul!berof^Us>  tbre«  of  which  werttne 


mere  renewal  of  animal  acts,  to  which  you 
stood  pledged,  and  which  required  nodis* 
cussion. — So  much  of  imtemperate  heat 
has  been  manifested  in  all  your  proceed- 
ings, and  you  have  shewn  such  a  pro- 
longed  and  disrespectful  inattention  to  mat- 
ters submitted  to  your  consideration  by 
the  other  branches  of  the  legislature,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  moderation  and 
forbearance  exercised  on  their  parts,  a  ge- 
neral good  understanding  is  scarcely  to  be 
looked  for  without  a  new  Assembly.— I 
shall  not  particularly  advert  to  other  acts, 
which  appear  to  be  unconstitutional  jn- 
fringements  of  the  rights  of  the  subject, 
repugnant  to  the  very  letter  of  that  stat^uto 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  under  which 
you  hold  your  seats,  and  to  have  been  ma- 
tured by  proceedings,  which  amount  to  a 
dereliction  pf  the  first  principles  of  natural 
justice  ;  and  I  shall  abstain  from  any  fur- 
ther enumeration  of  the  causes  by  wl^ich 
I  have  been  induced  to  adopt  the  determi- 
nation,  which  I  have  taken,  because,  the 
part  of  your  conduct  to  which  I  have  al- 
ready referred,  is  obviously  and  in  a  high 
degree,  cletrimental  to  the  best  interests 
of  "the  country,  such  as  my  duty  to  th%  , 
crown  forbids  me  to  countenance,  and  at 
compels  me  to  have  recourse  to  a  dissolution 
as  the  only  constitutional  means,  by  which 
its  recurrence  may  be  prevented. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council^ 
md  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly  } 
I  shall  give  the  necessary  orders  for  calU 
ing  the  new  Provincial  Parliament,  as  soon 
as  convenience  will  permit,  and  having  no 
no  other  object,  and  confident  that  no 
other  will  be  attributed  to. me,  but  to  pre- 
serve the  true  principles  of  the  free  and 
happy  constitution  of  the  Province,  and  to 
employ  the  power  intrusted  to  me  by  his 
Majesty,  to  the  only  end  for  which  I  have 
received  it,  the  good  of  hid  subjects.  I 
have  an  entire  confidence  in  the  electors, 
to  whom  I  shall  recur,  trusting  that  by  the 
choice  of  proper  representatives  further 
nuschiefs  may  be  obviated,  and  the  im- 
portant interests  of  the  colony  considered 
in  the  next  Session,  with  less  interruption 
and  happier  effect. — I  will  not  conceal 
from  you  that  it  has  been. very  much  with 
the  view  to  obviate  misrepresentation^ 
if  possible,  and  t^o  enable  the  people  to 
judge  of  the  grounds  which  have  been 
aSbrded  me  for  the  conduct  I  have 
adopted,  that  I  have  entered  into  any 
detail  upon  thq  subject ;  the  task ^  has 
been  painful  to  me  in  the  extreme,  and  I 
turp  from  it  with  peculiar  satisfaction  te 
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ofter  to  yon,  Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative 
Couiicil,  the  acknowleilgiiunts  that  are 
due  to  you  for  that  unaniuuiy,  zeal,  and 
unremitting  attention,  which  yon  have 
shewn  in  your  proceedings.  It  rests  not 
with  you  that  so  little  has  been  accora- 
plished  for  the  public  good.  To  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
my  thanks  are  equally  due.  1  trust  they 
will  believe,  that  I  do  them  the  justice  of 
a  proper  oiscritnination,  in  the  sense  1  en- 
tertain of  their  cttbrts  to  avert  that  con- 
duct, of  which  I  have  so  much  reason  to 
complain.  By  this,  (jentlemen,*  you  have 
truly  manffested  your  alFection  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  and  your  just  estima- 
tion of  the  real  atid  permanent  interests 
of  the  province. 

Then  the  Honourable  Speaker  of  the 
Legislative  Council  said. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
find  Gentlemen  of  the'House  of  Assembly  ; 
It  is  his  Excellency  the  Governor-in-Chief's 
will  that  this  Provincial  Parliament  be 
prorogued  until  Wednesday,  the  21st  of 
June  next,  and  this  Provincial  Parliament 
is  prorogued  until  the  21st  day  of  June 
next>  accordingly. 


POUTICAL  REGISTER.— ^wmcd.    ^  [73 

from  Great  Britain  and  the  West  Indiei 
during  the  last  six  months  of  this  year, 
yet,  considering  that  there  w  ill  be  no  ar- 
rivals from  China  and  the  East  Indies,  and 
the  situation  of  the  commercial  intercourse 
of  the  United  Slates  with  the  rest  of  the 
world,  it  is  not  probable  that  the  Revenue 
accruing  during  the  year  lSOi>  will  ex- 
ceed that  of  the  year  [80S. 

I>o!l«rf. 

The  «!|>ecie  in  the  Treasary  on  the 
1st  of  Oct.  1808,  amounted  to 13,845,717  52 

And  the  receipt s  during  the  last 
three  months  of  that  year,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  statement  (B)  to 3,5:i*:,5l6  99 


Finances  of  America. — Report  qf  the  Secrc- 

iarj/  of  the   Treasury   to  both  Houses  qf 

Congress,  1809. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the 
Act  supplementary  to  the  Act  entiUed, 
"  An  Act  to  establish  the  Treasury  De- 
partment/' the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
respectfully  submits  the  following  Report: 

The  net  Revenue  arising  from  duties  on 
merchandize  and  tonnage  which  accrued 
in  the  year  1607>  amounted,  as  it  appeared 
by  the  last  annual  statement,  to  16^000,000 
dollars. 

A  correct  statement  of  that  Revenue 
for  the  year  1808  cannot  be  prepared  at 
this  time,  but  may  be  estimated,  as 
will  appear  by  the  estimate  A,  to  about 
10/270,000  dollars. 

The  Revenue  arising  from  the  .same 
sources  which  yftccrued  during  the  first 
quarter  of  this  y€^r,  #lid  not  much  exceed 
one  million  of  dollars  ;  and  alihougti  con- 
siderable importations  may  be  expected 

*  It  was  observed  that  at  this  part  his 
Excellency  turned  towards  and  addressed 
himself  particularly  to  Judge  De  Bonne, 
Messrs.  Blackwood,  De  Salaljcrry,  Deni- 
chcau,  and  one  or  'two  other  of  those  gen- 
tleinen  who  acted  and  voted  •  w  ith  them, 
and  who  were  standing  together. 


17,483,034  51 

The  dishursements  during  the 
same  |>eriod  have  amounted,  io- 
cluflinj?  6,103,000  d«»llar8  paid  in 
reimbursement  of  the  principal  of 
the  public  debt,  to 7,491,339  1$ 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  Trea- 
sury, tin  the  1st  of  Jan.  1809,  of...    9,941,694  72 

17,433,034  51 

The  Cash  in  the  hands  of  the 
Collectore  aud  Receivers,  and  the 
outstanding  Revenue  Boud<,amount- 
ed,  on  the  1st  of  Jai..  1309,  Xo 9,880,000 

From  which,  deducting  for  the 
Rxpences  of  Collection,  and  for  the 
Drawbacks  payable  during  the  year 
1809 3,000,000 

Leaves  for  the  probable  Receipts 
of  the  year  1809,  exclusively  of  the 
inconsiderable  sums  which  may  be 
received  on  account  of  the  Revenue 
accruing  during  that  year,  a  sum  of         6,680,000 

Making  together  with  the  Balance 
in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Jan. 
1809,  the  sum  of 9,941,000 

16,821,000 

An  ajrgrejrnte  of  16,821,000  dollars  applicable  to 
the  expenditure  of  this  year. 

The  Expenccs  of  the  year  1809  are  in 
conformity  with  the  existing  appropria- 
tions, estimated  at  14,500,000  dollars, 
consisting  of  the  following  items : — 

Civil  List  (including  the  expences  of 
this  sejision  of  Congress)  mi^ellaneous 
expences  of  foreign  intercourse 1,242,000 

Mditary  and  Indian  Departments,  viz. 

Appropriation  for  the  army 
and  dppartmenU 2,795,000 

Ditto  for  fortificatlqns 475,000 

Arms  and  military  stores ..     550,000 

3,320.000 

Naval  Di.*partments,  this  year's  *ppro- 
prlaiion , 2,915,000 

Public  ^!ebt  (1,517,000  dollars  of  the 
appropriation  of  8,000,000  dollars  for 
the  year  1809,  having:  been  paid  m  ad- 
vanr.e  in  the  year  1 808,  in  order  to  ef- 
fect the  reimbursement  of  the  whole  of 
8  per  cent  stock) .........>.  5,453,00f 

14,450,000 
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It  must,  however,  be  observed,  that 
the  CN-timafe  of  the  suras  payable  in  the 
course  of  this  year  on  account  x)f  the 
drawbacks,  is  conjectural,  and  that  the 
exportation?,  particularly  of  colonial  pro- 
duce, would,  if  the  restrictions  laid  by 
the  conrinental  powers  of  Enrope  on  neu- 
'  tral  commerce  were  removed,  produce  a 
much  greater  defalcation  in  the  net  receipt 
into  the  Treasury  than  the  sum  assumed 
in  the  preceding  estimate.  Jn  order  to 
guard  against  any  inconveniency  arising 
from  that  contin;i:ency,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  always  a  moderate  sum 
in  the  Treasury,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
borrow  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  the 
principal  of  the  public  debt,  which  will 
be  reimbursed  during  the  year,  and^vhich 
will  exceed  three  millions  of  dollars. 


Vienna,  June  20. — A  sadler  of  Vienna 
wasshoton  the  glacis,  convicted  of  having 
buried  in  his  house  three  pieces  of  cannon 
before  the  French  entered  the  town.  To 
prevent  frcjsh  examples  of  severity,  the 
governor- genera  I  has  just  renewed,  the  or- 
ders already  published,  relative  to  the  de- 
claration respecting  arms  aiul  ammunition, 
by  the  following  Proclamation  :  — 

"Inhabitants  of  Vienna! — It  is  some 
timesinceihe  spirit  6f  disorder  has  misled 
the  multitude.  This  seditious  spirit  had  ma- 
nifested itself  in  popular  groups  and  meet- 
ings ;  Austrian  prisoners  of  war  have  been 
takfn  away  in  some  measure  by  force ;  iire- 
arms,  weapons,  ammunition,  and  articles 
belonging  to  the  artillery,  were  still  hid; 
insults,  provocations,  acts  of  violence,  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  perfivlious  insti- 
gations, an  1  illur,ory  or  criminal  hopes, 
threatened  the  tranquillity  of  the  city,  and 
sifety  of  pe  ceful  citizens,  which  safety 
tht-y  owe  to  the  special  protection  of  his 
Majesty  the  Emperor  and  King.  The  cle- 
mency of  his  Majesty  has  not  been  ex- 
hiu'ited  ;  but  a  longer  impunity  would  be 
fatal  ;  and  he  has  ordered  that  these  acts 
of  temerity  should  be  checked  by  exam- 
ples of  rigour.  Two  guilty  persons  have 
been  condemned,  and  have  undergone 
their  sentence.  Severe,  but  just  measures, 
will  further  repress  the  audacity  of  the  se- 
ditious, if  they  should  dare  to  shew  them- 
selves. These  will  also  strike  those,  who, 
not  obeying  th»  laws  which  have  been 
promulgated,  would  have  to  reproach 
themselves  with  crimes  against  the  public 
safety. — Every  inhabitant,  who  has  in  his 
hoase  Austrian  jprisoners  of  war,  shaU  in- 
ctaDtly  make  a  declaratiou  of  it^  as  well  as 


concerning  all  arms,  powder,  ammunition, 
and  articles  belonj^ing  to  the  artillery, 
which  wc  re  formerly  in  the  Austrian  arse- 
nals.—Tluee  days  are  grante*!  for  the  exe- 
cution of  the  last  article  ;  after  this  period, 
the  offenders  shall  be  seized,  and  punished 
according  to  the  rigour  of  the  law. — In- 
habitants of  Vienna  1  Your  own  interest 
calls  u;)on  you  to  repel  the  perfidious  in- 
sinuations of  instipitors  :  it  is  that  class 
of  persons  who,  having  nothing  to  lose, 
excite  sedition  in  tive  hope  of  gaining  by 
pillage.  LKcrclse  the  closest  watchfulnesg 
over  the  evil  disposed  ;  concur  in  main- 
taining the  general  trancjuiliity,  and  you 
Will  render  yourselves  worthy  of  the  bene- 
volence his  Majesty  the  Emperor  and  King 
is  always  ready  to  evince  towards  you, 
and  of  which  he  has  already  given  you 
the  most  striking  proofs. 

(Signed)  "  Andreossy, 

*'  General  of  Division,  &c.*' 
*'  Vienna,  June '27,  1809.*' 


Proclamation  to  iJtc  Poles, 


Frederic  Augustus,  King  of  Saxony,  &c, 
Poles  ! — Already    has   the  army,   which 
had  invaded  our  duchy  of  Warsaw,  been 
forced  by  the  victories  of  our  u;re  \t  rege- 
nerator, and  the  valour  of  our  troops,  to 
abandon  the  capital  and  return  to  its  own 
territory. — After  having  rendered  thaid<s 
to  Divine  Providence  for  the  signal  pro- 
tection it  has  granted  us,  it  becomes  our 
duty   to  employ  the  first  momente  of  the 
re-establishment    of  our   government,   in 
expressing    the   sentiments   which     have 
been  raised   in  us  by  the  patriotism  and 
attachment  with  the  nation  has  so  splen- 
didly displayed  in  that  moment  of  cala- 
mity.— ^The  enemy  had  entered  the  coun- 
try with  a  numerous  army.     It   ap[)eared 
scartic;ly  possible   to  resist  hivn  ;  but  he 
soon   learnt  the  power  of  ( ourage,  when 
led  by  a  chief  so  brave   and  able   as  our 
minister    of  war,    prince   Ponialowski. — 
Poles  I     Your  battalions,  which  the  great 
hero  has  created,  and  in  whom  he  has  in- 
spired that  valinnt  spirit,   the  best  proofs 
of  which   are  before  his  eyes,  have  shewn 
they  were  worthy  their  creator.     Inferior 
in   nuud)er,    they    not   only  resisted   the 
enemy,  but  successfully  attacked   him. — . 
They  have  carried  victory  into  his  provin- 
ces, and  have  every  where  covered  them- 
selves with  glory. — The  whole  nation  have 
on  their  part  shewn  that  the  valour  and 
patriotism  of  the  ancient  Poles  is  theira> 
The  invasion  of  a  numerous  enemy,  ftu: 
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ff^om  intimidating  them^  has  only  stimula- 
ted them  to  voluntary  and  extraordinary 
offers  to  sacrifice  their  private  fortunes. 
They  have  wholly  devoted  themselves  to 
the  defence  of  their  country.  The  de- 
partments have  emulated  each  other,  in 
hi  ling  the  ranks  of  the  armies,  and  fur- 
nishing the  necessary  contributions.  The^ 
have  proved  that  the  love  of  their  country 
is  a  national  quality,  and  have  rendered 
themselves  worthy  to  become  models  of 
that  quality.  Providence  has  also  crowned 
those  generous  etibrts  with  success. — Our 
council  of  state  has,  by  its  zeal  and  wis- 
dom, seconded  by  all  the  other  constitu- 
tional authorities,  succeeded  in  maintain- 
ing the  measures  of  the  government,  as  far 
as  circumstances  would  permit. — Poles  ! 
Your  country  owes  its  safety  to  you  ;  it 
owes  to  you  the  approbation  of  your  great 
regenerator,  whose  notice  the  braye  con- 
duct of  the  army,  and  the  ardent  zeal  of 
the  nation,  will  not  have  escaped.  It 
owes  to  you  increased  respect  among  its 
neighbours,  and  the  glory  which  the  sove- 
reign feels  in  reigning  over  such  a  nation. 
— Though  at  a  distance,  our  heart  has 
ever  been  with  you.  Your  situation  was 
ever  present  to  us.  Your  fidelity  and  at- 
tachment to  us,  has  increased,  if  possible, 
cur's  to  you  ;  and  we  have  been  unable  to 
-afford  you  the  assistance  our  heart  desired  : 
it  was  with  pain  we  w^ere  prevented  by 
circum^nces. — Polish  people  ! — Tran- 
quillity is  Restored  to  you,  and  the  consti- 
tutional gojarnment.  Our  great  solicitude 
shall  be  to  endeavour  to  heal  the  wounds 
the  war  has  occasioned,  reward  merit,  and 
restore  order ;  which  your  future  happi- 
•  ness  requires.  -  On  your  part  you  will  con- 
tribute to  this  by  entire  confidence  in  the 
government;  which  will  be  guided  by 
our  paternal  intentions. — Given  at  Frank- 
fort, on  the  Maioe,  June  24, 1809. 

"  Frederic  Augustus." 

Proclamation,  dated  FrarJ^ort,  June  24-. 

Frederic  Augustus,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
King  of  Saxony,  &c. — Divine  Providence 
has  been  so  beneficent  to  us,  that  since  we 
have  been  called  to  the  government,  we 
have  had  only  the  agreeable  duty  of  offer- 
ing him  the  homage  of  the  sincerest  grati- 
tude j  and  we  have  discharju.cd  this  duty, 
with  so  much  the  more  ardour,  as  our 
heart  feels  no  greater  joy  than  in  knowing 
-that  they  are  happy  \vht)se  felicity  is  en- 
trusted to  us.  We  had  last  year  especially 
jneaspn  to  bless  thegoodnessof  God/whena 
g^nerouis  conqiieror  restored  |o  us  our  es*^. 
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tates,  which  were  already  lost;  and  this  f<qli- 
city  became  more  precious,  when  a  personal 
acquaintance  with  this  great  ips^n,  added 
to  affection  and  the  sincerest  gratitude,  our 
admiration  and  our  veneration  of  his  great 
qualities,  which  have  never  been  sulfici** 
ently  appreciated ;  and  fixed  the  basis  of . 
a  genuine  esteem,  on  which  our  mutual  al- 
liance is  as  firmly  established  as  on  treaties, 
and  which  renders  it  doubly  indissoluble. — 
Even  at  the  present  moment  of  trouble,  it 
was  for  me  a  great  consolation  to  behold 
our  country  enjoy  an  almost  perfect  tran-* 
quillity,  while  the  torch  of  war  was  en- 
kindled in  other  stales,  and  there  spread 
its  ravages  anew.  We  believed  it  neces- 
sary to  abandon  for  a  time  our  good  city 
of  Dresden,  and  fix  our  abode  at  Leipsic, 
which'  is  no  great  distance.  We  hoped 
that  we  could  continue  there,  to  apply  our 
labours  to  the  government  of  our  faithful 
subjects;  the  more  so,  as,  according  to  the  , 
course  the  war  had  taken,  an  hostile  inva- 
sion of  our  country  was  by  no  means  pro- 
bable.— We  were  so  much  the  more  pain- 
fully affected  at  beholding  this  hope  vanish* 
and  being  obliged  to  remove  from  Leipsic 
to  a  considerable  distance,  in  order  to 
place  ourselves  out  of  danger,  by  avoiding 
the  route  in  which  the  troops  wiiich  were 
advancing  from  Bohemia,  upon  Saxony  , 
and  Franconia,  might  seize  our  person  and 
royal  family. — But  we  live  in  the  entire 
confidence  that  Divine  Providence  will 
bless  our  efforts  for  the  deliverance  of  our 
country,  and  that,  supported  by  the  forces  of 
his  majesty  the  king  of  Westphalia,  our  {ailh- 
ful  neighbour  and  alijv  we  shall  return. — 
We  believe  it  to  be  our  duty,  faithful  and 
beloved  Saxons,  to  impart  this  confidence 
to  you,  removed  as  we  are  from  you,  in 
order  to  tranquil  I  ise  you.  In  the  mean 
while  we  thank  you  publicly  for  support- 
ing your  situation  with  tranquillity  and 
dignity,  that  you  have  lent  no  ear  to  the 
enemy,  and  in  this  given  new  proof  of  t^at 
love  and  *  attachment  towards  us  which 
are  our  felicity,  and  which  we  feel  equally 
for  you. — It  is  therefore  with  confidence 
that  we  exhort  you  to  attach  yourselves, 
more  and  more  to  our  principles,  which, 
hitherto,  thanks  to  God,  have  always  con- 
stituted the  happiness  of  the  country,  and 
at  the  same  .time  to  consider  and  avert  the 
evils  whxh  the  ill-intentioned  might  seek 
to  scatter  ampng  you,  by  propagating  an 
erroneous  doctrine. — For  it  cannot  be  un- 
known to  you,  that  there  are  in  our  domi- 
nions, ptiople  weak,,8edui'ed,  or  wicked,  • 
who  not  ijnly  do^  uq|  .apprpy.?  of  .pur  sys- 
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tem,  and  the  principlea  on  which  we  have 
only  from  conviction  adopted-  it,  but  who 
dare  to  avow  and  even  act  in  a  contrary  , 
manner. — Wie  seriously  enjoin  by  these 
presents  all  the  authorities  of  our  kingdom 
to  observe  with  great  attention  those  who 
render  themselves  suspicious  by  a  like 
mode  of  thitiking,  and  especially  those 
who  disturb  peace  by  rash  discourse,  or 
by  open  acts/  as  well  as  those  who  spread 
intelligence  which  may  disquiet  well-in-, 
tentioned  citizens,-  and  deprive  our  con- 
stant effi>rt8  for  thepemiftnent  tranquillity 
of  oar  subjects,  of  a  part  of  their  eifect; 
and,  in  general,  we  charge  them  to  neg- 
ket  nothing  in  order  that  our  subjecls  may 
conduct  theitafselves  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples above  announced,  and  that  our  be- 
nevolent intentions  may  be  entirely  ful- 
filled.— In  testimony  of  wh^ch,  we  have 
si,^iie<l  these  presents  with  our  hand,  and 
annexed  our  royal  seal.  Given  at  Frank- 
fort on  the  Mciine,  JuMe  18,  1809  : 

Frbdemck  Augustus. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

IvofiCH  Army  in  A^»T^l^.r-Twc/lty  Vtird 
BuUuin,  doled  Vwmn,  June  28. 
On  the  2Sth  of  this  month  his  Majesty 
reriewed  a  great  number  of  troops  on  the 
heights  of  >Sch6enbrmin.  There  was  ob- 
senred  a  firte  line  of  €,000  cavalry,  of 
whieh  the*  ^uard 'formed  a  part,  and  in 
whi«h  there  was  ontly  ^ne  regiment  of  cui- 
rassien.  Therewaaalsaalineof  200pieces 
of  caimott.  The  appearance  and  martial 
aii^  of  Ihe^  troops  excited  the  admiration 
of 'thO'tpectators.'^-'Oti  Saturday  the  24th, 
at^our  o'ckk)k  inthe  afternoon,  our  troops 
enfSFtd  lUab;  on  the  25th,  the  garrison, 
prisdners  of  war}'  set  out.-  According  to 
an' estimate  madej  they  are  found  to 
amrantto  2,500"m^;l.  His  Majesty  has 
giifth  lo  the  gelKfral  of  division,  Marlonne, 
tbicottMnaRdof  this- place,  ^nd  of  all  the 
Hungarian  states  surrendeitid  to  iheFnenoh 
anhsi-uT^  duke  of  Auerstadt  is  before 
Pi^urg^^^  The  enemy  works  at  the  forti- 
fications :  'it  was  intimated  to  him  to  cease 
from, his  works,.ual^  .he  wished  to  draw 
appA  the  peaceablfi  inha^bitanW  the  greatest 
misfoftunes  ;  he  took  no  notice  of  it ;  4,000 
bofubs  and  obuses  have  compelled  him  to 
renoaoce  his  pr^^ct,  but.  the  firi^  broke 
out  in  this  unfortunate  city,  and  several 
quarters  have  been  jburnt.! — The  duke  of 
Sagus^  with  the  army  of  Dalmatta,  passed 
th^  l)rave,.on  the  22d,  and  marched  to 
^ifl^,  Oor  the(24th  gen,  Vandamoie;  ^m? 
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barked  300  Wurtemburghers^  commanded 
by  major  Kichler,  at  Molli,  in  order  to 
throw  themselves  upon  the  opposite  shore  ' 
and  gain  intelligence.  The  debarkatida' 
has  been  eilected.  These  troops  routed  two 
companies  of  the  enemy,  and  took  two  orai*  . 
cers,  and  eighty  men  of  the  regiment  of 
Mitrowski  prisoners. — ^The  prince  of  Ponte 
Corvo,and  the  Saxon  army,  are  at  St.  Pol- 
ten,  Tl)e  duke  of  BantziC;  who  is  at 
Liptz,  ordered  gep,  W^le  to  recuuimitr* 
on  the  left  bank.  All  th^  enemy's  posts 
were  driven  in;  severjil office i^ and  twenty 
men  were  taken.  The  object  of  this  re- 
connoitering  was  also  to  procure  intelli- 
gence.-^The  city  of  Vienna  is  plentifully 
turnished  with  meat ;  the  supply  of  bread 
is  more  difficult,  on  account  of  the  im- 
pediments p  grinding.  In  respect  of  the 
subsistence  of  the  army,  it  is  secured  for. 
six  months ;  it  has  wine  and  vegetables  in 
abundance.  Thewines  of  the  cellars  pfth©  * 
convents  have  been  pfaced  in  a  magazine, 
to  furnish  distributions  to  the  army.  Sete- 
ral  millions  of  bottles  have  there  been  coU, 
lected . — On  the  1 0th  pf  April,  at  the  very 
time  when  the  Austrian  general  prostitutcSl 
his  character,  and  spread  a  snare  for  the  ? 
king  of  Bavaria,  by  writing  a  letter  which 
has  appeared  in  all  the  public  papers,  gen. 
Chastellar  excited  the  Tyrol  to  insurrco* 
tion,  and  surprised  700  French  conscripts 
who  were  going  to  Augsburgh,  where  their 
regiments  w^e*  and  who  were  tharching 
in  the  confidence  of  peace— obliged '  to  ^ 
surrender  and  mj^e  prisotiers,  they  wera 
massacred.  Among  them  .were  80  Bel- 
gians, born  in  the  same  town  as  Chastellar. 
— Eighteen  hundred  Bavarians  made  pri- 
spners  at  the  same  timp,  were  also  mas- 
sacred. Chastellar,  who  commanded,  was 
witness  to  these  horrors^  He  not  only 
madQ  no  opposition  to  the-m,  but  he  is  ac- 
cused, of  having  smiled  at  thc'msissacre, 
hoping  that  the  Tyrolians,  having  to'  dread 
the  vengeance  due  to  a  crime  which  they 
could  »ot  hope  would  be  pardoned,  muM 
be  mp)re  firfnly  engaged  in  their  rebellion. 
— When  his  Majesty  was  made  acquainted  " 
with  tb^se  atrocities,  he  found  himself  in 
a  difficult  ^situation.  If  he  had  chosen, 
to  have  recourse  to  reprisals-,  20  generals, 
1,000  officers,  and  80.000  men,  piade  pri- 
^sbners  during  the  month  of  April,  mighty 
haye  satisfied  the  maizes  of  the  unhappjr ' 
French,  so  cowardly  butchered.  But  pri* 
soni^s  do-  hot  appertain  to  the  power  for 
whom  they  hare  fought ;  they  are  under 
the.  safeguard  of  the  honyur  and  generosity 
qf  the 4iation  which  has  disiu-iucd, them. 
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His  Majesty  considered  Chastellar  as  acting- 
without  being  authoiizud ;  i'oi\  notwith- 
standing the  furious  proclamations  and 
violent  language  of  the  princes  of  the 
House  of  Loraine,  it' was  impossible  to 
bolieve  they  could^approve  such  crimes; 
his  Majesty,  inconsequence,  published  the 
following 

Or dtr  of  the  Day. 
"  Imperial  head-ijuarters.  Ens,  May  5, 
1809. — By  orders  of  the  Emperor,  the 
person  named  Cha^tellar,  stiling  himself  a 
general  in  the  service  of  Austria,  the 
mover  of  the  Iitsurrection  in  the  Tyrol, 
charged  with  btingihe  author  of  the  mas- 
sacres committed  on  the  Bavarian  and 
French  prisoners  by  the  insurgents,  shall, 
upon  being  made  prisoner,  be  carried  im- 
mediately before  the  military  commission, 
and  if  judged  guilty,  be  shot  within  21- 
hours.  The  Prince  of  Nelfchatel,  Vice 
Constable.      Major-general  Alexandre." 

At  the  battle  of  Esling,  gen.  Durosnel 
carrying  an  order  to  an  advanced  squadron, 
was  made  prisoner  by  25  uhlans.  The 
emperor  of  Austria,  proud  of  so  easy  a 
triumph,  caused  to  be  published  an  Order 
of  the  Day,  conceiv.ed  in  the  following 
terms : — 

Copy  of  a  LeHerfrom  his  mnjrsty  the  Emperor 
qf  Austria,  to  Prince  C/iarles. 

"  Wolkersdurf,  May  25,  1809. 

*'  My  dear  brother;  I  have  learned  that 
theemperorNapoleon  has  declared  the  mar- 
quis of  Cliastellar  Jut  of  the  protection  of 
the  law  of  nations.  This  imji/st  conduct, 
contrary  to  the  usages  of  nations,  and  of 
which  there  is  no  example  in  the  latter 
periods  of  history,  obliges  me  to  have  re- 
course to  reprisals,  and  in  consequence  I 
order,  that  generals  Durosnel  and  Foulcrs 
shall  be  kt'pt  as  hostages,  to  undergo  the 
same  fate  and  same  treatment  ns  the  em- 
peror Napoleon  shall  make  gen.  Chastellar 
suffer.  It  is  repugnant  to  my  feelings  to 
give  such  an  order ;  but  I  owe  it  to  my 
brave  warriors,  and  to  my  brave  people, 
who  may  be  exposed  to  a  similar  fate, 
while  fultllling  tbeir  duties  with  ardent  fi- 
delity. I  charge  you  to  make  known  this 
letter  to  the  army,  an<l  to  send  it  by  a 
flag  of  truce  to  the  major-general  of  the 
emperor  Napoleon.     (Signed)     Francis." 

"  As  soon  as  this  Order  of  the  Day  came 
to  the  knowledge  of  his  majesty,  he  or- 
dered the  arrest  of  \he  prihce  Collbredo, 
prince  Metternich,  count  Pergett,  and 
count  Hardick,  and  that  they  should  be 
conveyed  to  France,  to  answer  for  the 


lives  of  generals  Durosnel  and  Foulcrs. 
The  major-general  wrote  to  the  c  hief  of 
the  stati  of  the  Austrian  army,  the  follow- 
ing letter : — 
To  the  major- general  qfthe  Austrian  army. 
"  Schoenbrunn,  June  6,  1809. 
"  Sir — His  majesty  the  Emperor  has 
been  made  acquainted  with  an  Order  givea 
by  the  emperor  Francis,  which  declares 
that  the  French  generals  Durosnel  and  Fou- 
lers,  whom  the  circumstances  of  war  have 
placed  in  his  power,  shall  answer  for  the 
punishment  which  the  laws  of  ju>iice  may 
inflict  on  monsieur  Chastellar,  who  has 
.  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  insurgents 
of  the  Tyrol,  and  who  has  permitted  the 
murder  of  700  French  prisoners,  and  be- 
tween 18  and  1900  Bavarians,  a  crime 
unheard  of  in  the  history  ot  nations,  iiid 
which  might  have  caused  a  terrible  reprisal 
on  kO  field-marshal  lieutenants*  30  major- 
generals,  'more  than  300  co.onels  or 
majors,  1200  officers,  ana  80,0t  O  so  Id  it  rs, 
if  his  majesty  did  not  consi»ler  prisoners 
as  placeil  under  hi^  taiih  and  honour,  and 
had  not  besides  pro«*.s  that  the  Au>tiian 
officers  in  the  Tyrol  ha^e  been  as  indig- 
nant at  the  act  Kin  as  oursi  Ives. — His  ma- 
jesty, however,  has  onUreil  that  pri'ice 
Coiloredo,  prince  Meliernich,  count  Fre- 
derick Haixldick  an*!  count  Per^eit,  shall 
be  arrested  and  conveyed  to  Prance,  to 
answer  for  the  safoiy  of  generdls  Dur(»8nel 
and  Foulers,  thread  ned  by  the  Order  of  the 
Day  of  your  soveiei^n  :  these  ollicers  may 
die>  sir — but  they  bhail  not  die  without 
being  revenged — this  vengeance  shall  not 
fall  on  any  prisoners,  but  on  the  relatives 
of  those  who  shall  order  their  death.-r-As 
to  M.  Chastellar,  he  is  not  yet  in  the 
power  of  the  army  ;  but  if  he  should  be 
taken,  you  may  be  assured  that  he  will  be 
delivered  to  a  military  commission,  and 
ihat  his  trial  will  take  place. — 1  request 
your  Excellency  to  believe  the  sentiments 
of  my  high  consideration. 

(Signed)        Alexandre." 

Thecity  of  Vienna  and  the  states  of 
I.ower  Austria  solicited  the  clemency  of 
his  majesty,  j&nd  requested  to  send  a  depu- 
tation to  the  emperor  Francis,  to  convince 
hirti  of  the  impropriety  of  the  proceeding 
with  respect  to  the  generals  Durosnel 
and  Foulers,  to  represent  that  Chastellar 
was  not  condemned,  that  he  was  not  ar- 
rested, but  only  accused  before  the  tribu- 
nals, that  the  fathers,  wives,  children  and 
property  of  the  Austrian  generals  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  French,  and  that  the  French 
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army  was  determined,  if  a  single  prisoner 
was  put  to  death,  to  make  an  example,  of 
which  posterity  should  long  preserve  the 
remembrance.       The    esteem   which    his 
majesty  entertains  for  the  good  inhabitants 
of  Vienna  and  the  states,  determined  him 
to  accede  to  this  request.    He  granted  per- 
mission to  M.  M.  Colloredo,  Metternich, 
Harddick  and  Pergen  to  remain  at  Vienna, 
and  to  the  deputation  to  set  out  for  the 
head-quarters  of  tlie  empenjr  of  Austria. 
This  deputation  has  returned.     The  em- 
peror Francis  has  replied   to  these  reprt  - 
sentatioiis  that  he   was  •  ignorant  of  the 
massacre  of  the  French  prisoners  in  the 
Tyrol,  that  he  pitied  the  miseries  of  the 
capital  and  the  provinces,  that  his  minis- 
ters had   deceived    him,    &c.    &c.    &c. 
The  deputies  reminded   him,  that  all  pru- 
dent men  saw  with  pain  the  existence  of 
ahanJful  of  intriguers,  who  by  the  mea- 
sures they   advised,    the    proclamations, 
orders  of  the  day,  &c.  which  thoy  caused 
to  be  adopted,  en.leavour  only  to  foment 
passions  and  ha^^red,  and  to  exasperate  an 
enemy  who  is  master  of  Croatia,  Carniola, 
Cannthi<i,  Styria,  Upper  and  liOwer  Aus- 
tria, the  capital  of  the  Empire,  and  a  great 
part  of  Hung-ary — that  the  sentiments  of 
the  emperor  for  his  subjects  ought  to  in- 
cline him  to   calm  rather  than  irritate  the 
conqueror,  and   to  give  to  war  the  cha- 
racter natural  to  it  among  civilized  na- 
tions, since  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  cv>ii- 
queror  to  render   more   heavy  the    evils 
which  press  on  the  half  of  the  monarchy. 
It  is  said  that  the  emperor  Francis  con- 
ceited that  the  greater  part  ot  the  papers 
mentioned  by  the  deputies  were  fictitious, 
and  that  those,  the  existence  of  which  was 
notdenied,  were  more  moderate  ;  that  the 
editors  were  besides  French  clerks,  and 
that  even  when  these  papers  did  contain 
wme  inconvenient  things,  they  were  not 
perceived  till  the  mischief  was  done.     If 
this  answer,  which  is  publicly  reported,  is 
authentic,   we    hare   one   ol>servntion    to 
make  : — It  is  impossible  not  to  perceive 
the  influence  of  England  ;    for  this  small 
number  of  men,  traitors  to  their  country, 
are  certainly  in  the  pay  of  that  power. — 
When  the  deputies  went  to  Buda,  they 
taw  the  empress,      bhe  hud  been  obliged 
to  leave  this  city  some  days  before.  They 
found  her  dispirited,  altered,  and  in  con- 
sternation at  the  evils  which  threatened  her 
hoose.  The  opinion  of  the  monarchy  is  ex- 
tremely unfavourable  to  the  family  of  this 
princess.    It  was  that  family  which  excit- 
^  the  urar.     The  archdtke  Palatine,  ^ 


the  archduke  Regnier,  are  the  only  Aus- 
trian princes  who  defended  the  rnaihtc- 
tenancc  of  the  peace.  The  empress  was 
far  from  foreseeing  the  events  that  have 
taken  place.  She  has  shed  many  tears  j 
she  has  shewn  great  alarm  at  the  thick 
cloud  which  covers  the  future.  She  spoke 
of  peace  ;  she  requested  peace ;  she  con- 
jured the  deputies  to  spepk  to  the  emperor 
in  fdvoui*  of  peace. — They  reported  that 
the  conduct  of  the  archduke  Maximilian 
had  been  disowned,  and  that  the  emperor, 
had  sent  him  into  the  interior  of  Hun- 
gary. 

Twcnty-Fourth    Btdleiin,    dated    Vienna, 
July  3. 

Gen.  Broussier  had  left  two  battalions  of 
the  S'l-th  regiment  of  the  line  in  the  town 
of  Gratz,  and  proceeded  to  Vildon,  to 
join  the  ^rmy  of  Dalmatia.  On  the  26th 
of  June,  gen.  Giulay  appeared  before 
Gratz,  with  10,000  men,  composed,  it  is 
true,  of  Croats  and  frontier-regiments. 
The  Sith,  which  was  cantoned  in  one  of 
the  suburbs  of  the  town,  repelled  all  at- 
tacks of  the  enemy,  routed  him  every- 
where, took  500  men  prisoners,  and  two 
standards,  and  maintained  himself  in  his 
position  14  hours,  giving  time  to  gen. 
Broussier  to  come  to  h.s  assistance.  This 
conflict,  of  one  with  ten,  covered  the 
84-th,  and  itF  colonel,  Gambin,  wiih  honour. 
The  standards  were  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty a»  the  parade.  We  have  to  regret, 
that  20  oftliese  brave  fellows  were  killed, 
and  92  wounded. — On  the  30th,  the  duke 
of  Auexstadt  attacked  one  of  the  islands  of 
the  D mube,  at  a  small  distance  from  the 
right  bank,  opposite  Presburg,  where  the 
enemy  had  some  troops, — Gen.  Gudin  di- 
rected this  operation  with  skill;  it  was 
executed  by  col.  Decouz,  and  the  21st 
regiment  of  mfantry  of  the  line/ which  this 
officer  commantt^.  At  two  o'clock  of  the 
morning,  this  regiment,  partly  in  boats, 
and  partly  swimminef,  crossed  a  very  nar- 
row arm  of  the  Dantibe,  seized  the  island, 
routed  the  1500  men  who  ivere  upon  it,' 
and  made  2.50  prisonei-s,  among  whom 
were  the  colonel  and  several  officers  of  the 
regiment  St.  Ju-ian,  and  took  three  pieces 
of  cannon,  which  the  enemy  had  landed 
for  the  defence  of  the  island. — At  length 
there  exists  no  longer  any  Danube,  as  far 
as  concerns  the  French  army.  General 
count  Bertrand  has  raised  works  which 
excite  astonishment,  and  inspire  admira- 
lion.-^Over  a  breadth  of  400  fathoms,  and 
over  a  yery  rapid  river,  he  has' in  a  fort- 
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night  raised  a  bridge  formed  of  60  arches, 
on  which  three  carriages  can  pass  abremst ; 
heha^  huUt  a  second  bridge  uporiplk^seii^ht 
feet  broad  ;  buL  this  is  tor  infiintry  only. 
Next  to  these  two  bridges  is  a  bridgt:  of 
boats;  we  can^  therefore,  pass  the  D^mubc 
in  three  column:^*  Tlie&e  ihreobriilgfs  are 
secured  agaiivfttall  Tiisults,cvena^aiiist  ihe 
elects  of  fire-ships  aw  A  inc(^iis]i;jry  ma- 
chtiH^5,  by  stficcddoes,  rivisetl  on  pi1e.4  be- 
tween ihe  inlands,  in  dillereni;  ilireclions, 
the  furthest  of  uhich  »ire.  at  250  fathoiu^ 
from  the  bridges.  When  these  imnicn^JC 
work^  are  conttmplnted,  they  mrght  be 
thought  lobe  the  lab^jur  of  many  years; 
they  were,  hcftvever,  produceil  in  15 
or  10  days.  These  works  are  defc^nded 
by  teiei*  de-pimt,  each  r(i<)0  faihi>m^  in 
cxtcntp  formed  ot'rt^dnubts  !-urrfMnjded  by 
palisade.^  fri»*s,  and  ditches  filU:J  wiUi 
water*  Thti  island  of  Loban  h  a  strong 
post;  it  Cfcfnt  lin**  tntii^azincs  uf  ph^viiiions, 
l(K>  pieces  itf  lieuvy  c.nnonj  ;iiid  20  niur* 
tars  or  howiizerSp  Ofiposjte  Ksaling,  on 
the  left  arm  of  the  Danube,  is  a  bridge, 
which  die  duke  of  Kivuli  has  fixorl  Ihtic. 
It  lA  cm-treil  ly  a  t(.*te-dc-]iont,  which 
had  beefi  raided  there  ac  llic  lime  of  the 
first  pai>5age  of  ihc  river,^ — General  t-e- 
grjnd  occupies  the  woods  in  the  froot  of  tfie 
tet;e-de-pont-  The  hostile  army  is  in  onkr 
of  ,b£ilt|ej,covercil  with  redoubts  ;  the  left 
is  at^nzeadorf,  the  right  at  Great  Aspcrn; 
■  few  di-Kharpesof  musketry  from  the  ad- 
¥ancr-d  posLs  tnives  tt^ktn  pi  ace  .^ — Xow  that 
the  passngc  of  the  Danube  is  secured,  and 
thai  our  bridges  are  sheltered  from  every 
alteniptj  the  fate  of  ihe  Austrian  monarchy 
wili  be  decided  in  a  sbigle  b.itile,^Thti 
waters  of  the  J>anwbc  uere^  on  the  1st  of 
July,  four  feet  above  tht:  low^St^  and  tlur- 
te<;iu  Je^  below  the  biglfc^^t  point.  The 
rapidity  of  the  riier  at  tliLs  p;vrt  is,  when 
thtj  water;!. ^re  highj  from  seven  to  tweU^c 
f^tX*^  wt»jeu  the  wat<;r.  is  moderate,  four 
feel^  iux  inches,  each  second,  and  more 
Btrp^jg  ttian  at  any  oihej  point.  In  Hun- 
gary. It  dimmjshe^  a  gr^ai  deal ;  and  at 
the  place  where  Trajan  v^^i^d  a  bridge,  it  -. 
is  afmo^t  insensible.  The  Danube  is  there 
45p  fathoms  bro^d;  here,  it  h  only  4D(>. . 
The  bridge  of  Traj^m  wa^  a  stone  bridge, 
t h e  work  oi"  se  v e v al  y e a/s »  C a-^sar ' a  brid  s u 
orer  the  Rhine  was  raised  J  t  is  true,  rn  tiglit 
days,  but  no  loaded  earn  a  ^'c  could  pass  ovt  r 
it.-^-The  .works  on  the  Danqbe  are  the 
mgifit  be^uitifid  military  works  ever  formed. 
— Prince  (}a^ann,aid-de-cnmp  general  of 
the,  emperor  pf  Russia,  arrived  at  Schoen- 
'h^W^h  '^^  four  pf  Ihfi  jnariiing  the  day  be- 


fore yesterday,  at  the  moment  the  Empe- 
ror was  mounting  on  horseback.  He  set 
out  from  Petersburgh)  the  8th  of  June. 
He  has  brought  intelligence  of  the  march 
of  the  Russian  army  into  Gallicia. — His 
Majesty  has  quitted  Schoenbrunn;  he  has 
be<:n  two  days  encamped.  His  tents  are 
very  beautiful,  and  made  in  the  style  of 
the  Egyptian  tents." 


Austria. — Supplement  to  the  London  Go* 
zetteofthe  iithqfJuiy. — (  Continued  fr<m 
p.Q\0 

The  head-quarters  of  the  Archduke 
were,  on  the  l(jth  of  May,  at  Ebersdorf, 
near  the  high  road  leading  to  Brunu. — On 
the  19th  the  outposts  reported  that  the 
enemy  had  taken  possession  of  the  great 
island  of  Lobau,  within  abou.t  six  English 
miles  of  Vienna;  that  his  numbers  in- 
creased there  every  hour,  and  that  he 
seemed  to  be  em  ployed  in  throwing  a  bridge 
across  the  great  arm  of  the  Danube  be- 
hind the  island.  From  the  top  of  the  Bi- 
samberg,the  whole  of  the  opposite  country 
appeared  to  be  enveloped  in  a  (loud  of  dust, 
and  the  glitter  of  arms  evinced  a  general 
movement  of  troops  beyond  Sui;nmerinffi^ 
towards  Kaiser-Ebersdorf,  whither,  accord- 
ing to  later  accounts,  the  Emperor  I*Capo- 
leon  had  removed  his  head-qq^rters^^  and 
was  by  his  pre^nce  hastening  ftnd  promo- 
ting the  pre^iaratipns  for  passing  l)ie  river. 
— On  the.,  following  m9rning,^  at '  day- 
bres^k*!.  the  Archduke  resolved  to  recon- 
noitre the  island,  and  employ  for. this  pur- 
po^e^  p^t,  of  ihe  advanced  gi^rd,  nnder 
the,  command,  .of  field-mai-shil  lientenant  . 
count  Klehau^  suppqrted  by  some.regi*- 
ments  of.  cavalry.. —  The  isle  of  Xiobau 
for<n&  a  convepicut.place  of  arip^  which  . 
is  jtbout  six  English  miles  long,^and  four  * 
and  a  half  broad,  ^nd  being  sepa^rated  by 
th^,  large  „^n^  of  the,  Danube  from  tbe^ 
right  bau)(,  pothii^  prevents  the  building  (^ 
of  a  bridge,  jvhich  is  concealed  by  ground  ^ 
covered  with  bushes ;  and  th^  .  great  ex- 
tent of  the  isl^d  afTprds  thovadvantag^of 
sending  (roops.and. ordnance  front  so  many 
points  of  it,  Xhat.the  passage  across  the 
smaller  arni  to  the  large  plain  of  March- 
field,  may  be  made  good  by  force  of  arms, 
— It  was  soon  perceived  by  ,the  strength 
of  the  enemy's  columns  which  advanced 
upon  the  island,  and  placed. their  cannon 
so  as  to  support  the  second  passage^  tha^ 
he  meditated  a  serious  attack*  The.,  ad- 
vanced guard  sustained  a  tolerably  ^warm 
engaJe^leJat:^  anc^.the.  cavjtlry  routed. vhi;^ 
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first  dtviston  of  the  enemy,  which  de- 
bouched from  the  low  grouads  on  the 
edge  of  the  river,  late  in  the  evening; 
upon  which  the  Archdqke,  whose  inten- 
tion was  not  to  prevent  tne  passage  of  the 
enemy,  but  to  attack* him  the  following 
day,  retreated  with  his  cavalry  to  Ander- 
klaa,  and  ordered  the  advaiicedf  jtroops  to 
h\\  back  to  Maass,  according  as  the  enemy 
should  extend  himself.—On  the  21st  at 
day-break  the  Archduke  ordered  his  army 
under  arms,  and  formed  it  in  two  lines  on 
the  rising  groCtnd  behind  Gerasdorf,  and  be- 
tween the  Bisam-hill  and  the  rivulet  Russ. 
The  corps  of  lieut,-gen.  Hiller  formed  the 
right  wing  uear  Stammersdorf ;  on  its  left 
was  the  corps  of  the  gen.  of  cavalry  count 
BeOegarde,  and  next  to  that  the  corps  of . 
lieat.-gen.  prince  Hoheazollem,  in  the 
iJligneroent  of  Deutsch-Wagram.  The 
corps  of  prince  Rosenberg  was  posted  by 
battalions  in  column  on  the  Russbach  on 
the  rivulet  Rusa,  kept  Deutsch-Wagram 
ilrongly  occupied,  having,  for  the  security 
of  the  left  wing,  placed  on  the  heights 
beyond  that  place  a  diyision  in  reserve. 
The  whole  cavalry,  which  the  day  befbre 
had  advanced  under  the  command  of 
prince  Lichtenstein  by  Anderklaa,  was 
called  back  into  the  line,  filling,  in  (wp 
lines,  the  space  intervening  between  the 
left  H-ing  of  prince  Hchenzollern  and  the 
right  of  print-e  Rosenberg. — The  vast  plain . 
ot  the  March-iield  spread  ^ike  a  carpet 
beibre  the  front  of  the  lini?,  and  appeared, 
by  the  absence  of  ev^ry  obstrpctjop^  to 
be  destined  to  ti>rm  the  theatre  of  .lopoe. 
.great  event.  The  grenndi<<rs.remait]^d  in 
reserve  near  Seiering,  and  the  corps  of  ^he 
gen.  of  artihery^  prmceuf  Reuss,  kept  the 
Biiam-hii],  aud  the  low.,  bu^y  groorid 
alopg  the  Danube,  strpngly,  occupied. 
Part  of  it  was  still  left  near, Krem^  the. 
corps  b«^ing  .almp?5t  bn9k^  up  by.  having,  so, 
many  ot  its  divisioiia  detached  to,  so  con- . 
siderable  a  distance. — At  nine  o'clock, 
the  Archduke  ordered  the.;  arms  to  be' 
piledf  and  the  troops  to  dine...  llie  piquet 
of  observation  on  the  Bisam-hili  reported 
that  the  bridge  across  the  Danube  behind 
the  isle  of  Lobau,  being  now  quite  finished, 
War  plainly  perceivable,  and  thai  troops. 
Were,  without  intermission.  Seen  filing  off 
over  it.  as  well  as  passing  in  boats  to  the 
isle.  The  outposts,  likewise,  gave  infpr- 
nn^on  of  the  gradual  Augmentation  of 
the  enemy  in  thp  town  of  Erwsersdorf,  and^ 
hi  the  villages  of  Efv^ling.  and  Aspc^n,. 
^(ff  his  advancing  towards, Hi (^(-'b^^ft*. 
H^Tl|(^AciA4ulMi,Clwl«  ^W.tt^ugblii 


that  the  moment  foe  giving^  bat^tle  had 
arrived,  and  hastened  to  Gerasdorf,  wher^ 
the  chief  of  his  quartermaster-geaerars  . 
staff,  gen.  baron  Wiropfen,  sltetcbed  put; 
the  following  plan. 

Plan  of  Attack  upon  the  ho$iile  Army  on 
its.  March  between  Esslmg  and  Aspem,  and 
t&u)ards  Hirschstetten. 

The  attack  to  be  m^de.in  five  columns^, 
The  first  column,  or  the  column,  of  the » 
right  wing,  is  formed  by  the  corps  of 
lieut.-gen.  Hiller.     It  will  adv^ance  front 
its  present  position  in  the  direction., be- 
tween the  "  Point"  and  Leopoldau  along  ^ . 
the  nearest  arms  of  the  Daoul)ej,  pass  along 
the  left  bank  towards  Stad^la^u  and  Aspfi^,, 
keep  constantly  near  the  Dai^Mbe  and  thc^  ^ 
meadows  bordering  upon  \t,  an^  is  vigor- 
ously to  repulse. the  enemy,  who  most 
likely  will  meet  jt  on  the  samei  road>  aQ^^t 
to  drive  him  from  th^  le&  bank,,,    This 
column  must  not  ^ufi^er  its  progress  to  be 
impeded  by  the  batteries  which  th^  enemy ., 
perhaps  may  hav^  erected  on  the  islands^ 
but  fnust.endeavoui^  to  $i|^nce  them  by  ;t».. 
cannon,  an4  spirited  ly .  contjnue   to  ad-r  . 
vance. — The  second  columj(i,  consists  , of  . 
the  corps  of  the  gen.  of  cavjaUy^i  cqui?.^.^ 
BelJegarde  ;  ]e^ving  Gerasdorf  to.  the  je^^. 
it  will  marcl^  (owards  LeopipJdao,  enQf  a-^ . 
voi?i;.to  join'ihe  first  column,  on  the.  rights, 
adyanc^  up/pp  Kagran^  and  tbcn^ conjointly ., 
with  the  Jhif^  column^  upon  the  left,  push  . 
forwar^^  towards  Hirfphs^et^eo* — ^TlvBjthir4 . . 
colun^n  is  composed  of  the  cerp^  oi  lieut^r 
gen.  prince  Hohen£oller;i.f,  It  wi)l  msyrc^  . 
by  Sus^enbrunn  to  Prei^^l^fl„.an4  froja^i, 
thepcp  W'^rds  Aspern,nand.  >vill;en(dea*^,. 
vour.  tojpip  ptvjts  right  ^he  ^M}4.<:oli|mr},,t,^ 
and  on  its  left  the  4th. — TW.foqrth  c;olui^a  ^ 
under  the  command, of  iieiit,-gen..pKi<ip<>^ 
Rosenberg,  is  made  up  of  that  part  of  his 
corps  which  is  posted  on  the  right  bap}f,pf 
the  rivulet  Ru^s :  it  is  to  advance,. by»  An- 
derklaa and  RaschdorC,  towards  Es^jlii^g. — 
The  fifth  column  is  foriped  by  that  part  of 
prince  Rosenberg's   corps  ^hichj stands 
between  Deuisch-Watfram,,an(j  B<j?\umprs» 
dorf.  It  will  cross  the.Ru&'i  n^^ar  Bijaume.rs^. 
dorf^  leave  Ra|5chdorf  and  Bischdori  to  the 
right,,  endeavour  to  pass  to  the  left  round 
the  town  of  jEnzeredorf^  and  secure  jts  left 
flank  by  the  archduke  Ferdinand's^ regi- 
ment of  hussars.  —  The  cavalry -reserve 
under  the  comn»and  of  gen.  prinicf  Lich* 
tenstein,  to  march  by  the  way  of  Aiyier-  . 
kl^a,  withqut  coming. in  <tontiac|r-with^  the, -. 
foqrih  column,,  betwr^o  lUflcftdftrfi  ami  t 
BrtU^Rls^.aod  sUc»ight.tQ.tlm.rN«ir,{niife. 
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keeping  continually  at  such  a  distance 
between  the  heads  of  the  third  and  fourth^ 
columns  as,  in  case  of  necessity,  to  be  near 
at  hand  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  the 
main  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry. — ^The 
grenadier  corps  of  reserve  to  march  from 
Seiering  into  the  position  which  the  corps 
of  Bellegard^  has  taken  up  behind  Geras- 
dorf. — All  the  columns  and  corps  will 
march  at  twelve  o*clock  at  noon.  Their 
second  lines  to  follow  them  at  a  suitable 
distance.  Every  column  to  form  its  own 
advanced  guard.  The  order  of  march, 
and  the  distribution  of  the  field  pieces,  to 
beleft  to  the  judgment  of  the  commander:; 
of  the  respective  corps.  The  whole  will 
march  by  half  divi.^i<4is.  Lieut.-general 
Klenau  to  form  the  advanced  guard  of  the 
fourth  and  fifth  columns,  and,  before  he 
advances,  to.suifer  the  heads  of  these  coV 
lums  to  come  quite  dp  to  him,  in  order 
that  he  may  have  at  hand  a  sufficient  sup- 
port of  infantry. — Of  the  corps  of  cavalry, 
the  brigade  under  command  of  Veesey 
to  be  attached  to  the  second  column,  and 
the  regiment  O'Reilly  to  the  third ;  and 
both  brigades  are  to  repair  immediately, 
the  former  to  Gerasdorf,  and  the  latter  to 
Sussenbrunn.  —  The  princr])al  object  in 
view  is  to  drive  back  the  enemy  entirely 
over  the  iirst  arms  of  the  Danube,  destroy, 
the  bridges  he  had  ihrownover  them,  and 
occupying  thi*  bank  of  the  Lobau  with  a 
numerous  artillery,  especially  howitzers. — 
The  infaiitry  will  form  on  the  plain  in 
battalions,  with  half  divisions  from  the 
centre. — His  imperial  highness  the  gen. 
in  chief  recommends  order,  closeness  dur- 
ing the  advarice,  and  a  proper  use  of  every 
species  of  arms.  His  station  will  be  with 
the  second  column. 

Gerasdorf,  May  21,  1809. 

Battalions.     Squadroni. 

The  1  St  column  consisted  of  1 9        22 


2nd    —        — 

2Q 

It) 

3rd     —        — 

22 

8 

4th     —        — 

13 

8 

,5th     ^        — 

13 

16 

The  corps  of  cavalry 

— 

78 

The  corps  of  grenadiers 

16 

— 

Total      103       U8 

All  which  amounted  to  76,000  men,  ef- 
fective troops. 

Of  artillery  there  were  18  batteries  of 
brigade,  1 3  of  position,  and  11  of  horse 
artillery;  in  the  aggregate  288  pieces  of 
different  calibres.-— The  enemy  had  availed 
lumself  extremely  welj  of  the  advantages 


of  the  ground  to  cover  his  passage.  The 
extensive  villages  of  Essling  and  Aspern, 
mostly  composed  of  brick  houses,  and  en- 
circled all  round  by  heaps  of  earth,  re- 
sembled two  bastions,  between  which  a 
double  line  of  natural  trenches,  intended 
to  draw  off  the  *vatcr,  served  as  the  cur- 
tain, and  afforded  every  possible  security 
to  the  columns  passing  fn  m  the  h\e  of 
L(.bau.  E^ing  had  a  granary  furnished 
with  loop-holes,  and  who^e  three  stories 
afforded  room  fur  several  hunrlred  men, 
while  Aspern  was  provided  with  a  strong 
church-yard.  The  lefi;  side  of  the  latter 
village  borders  on  an  arm  of  the  Danube. 
Both  villages  had  a  safe  comnuinication 
with  the  bubhy  ground  near  the  Danube, 
from  which  the  enemy  had  it  constantly 
in  his  power  to  dispatch,  un.^een,  fresh 
reinforcements.  The  Isle  uf  Louau  served 
at  once  as  a  place  of  arms  and  as  a  tete- 
de-pont,  a  bridge-head  for  the  bridge,  in 
the  rear  across  the  main  arm  of  the  river. 
— The  enemy,  Nvith  the^divisions  of  gens. 
Molitor,  Boudet,  Nansouty,  Legrand,  11s- 
pagne,  Jvasalle  and  Ferra!id,  under  the 
marshals  Masscna  and  Lasi;es,  as  well  as 
marshal  Bessieres,  together  with  ihe guards 
of  the  Wurtembcrg,  neh?e-Darm>?tadt  and 
Baden  auxiliaries,  had  already  left  this  posi- 
tion, and  was  d.recting  his  march  towards 
Hii-schstetten^  wh^n  the  first  Ausirian 
advanced  guards  met  him. — If  it  bu  ut  all 
permitted  in  war,  to  indulge  favourable 
presentiments,  it  was  cert  jnly  excusable 
so  to  do  at  that  great  moment,  \^hen,  on 
the  2 1st  of  May,  exactly  at  twelve  o'clock, 
:hecolunms  began  to  put  themselves  in 
motion  for  the  attack.  A  gem^ral  enihu- 
si^sm  had  taken  possession  of  the  troops : 
joyful  war^jsongs,  accompanied  by  Turkish 
music,  resounded  thrtmgh  the  a^r,  and 
were  interrupted  by  shouts  of  "  Long  live 
our  Emperor,  long  live  Archduke  Charles!" 
whenever  the  imperial  general  appearedi 
who  had  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
second  column.  Every,  breast  panted 
with  anxious  desire  and  high  confidence 
after  the  decisive  moment ;  and  the  finest 
weather  favoured  the  awful  scene. 

Battle  qftfie  QUt  qf  May.^First  Column. 

The  advanced  guard  under  gen.  Nord- 
man,  consisting  of  two  battalions  of  Gyu- 
lay  and  Lichtenstein  hussars,  had  formed 
near  the  destroyed  bridge  of  Tabor,  and 
leaving  the  villages  of  Kagran  and  Hirsch- 
stetten  to  the  left,  and  Stadlau  to  the 
rights  marched  in  the  plain  towards  As* 
pern..    It  was  followed  by  the  column^ 
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which,  having  left  the  high  road  before 
the  post-ortjce  at  Stammersdorf,  had  march- 
ed from  the  risjht  by  halt' divisions.  Its 
ri^ht  ttink  along  the  Danube  wqs  covered 
by  a  battdii  ^n  of  St.  Georgians,  by  the  1st 
battilion  of  Vienna  volunteers,  and  by  a 
battalion  of  militia,  under  the  command 
of  in5ij«»r  count  Colloredo. — Within  a  can- 
iiou-sh'^t  of  Sia;llau  the  out-posts  met  the 
en.  niy's  piquets,  wluch  eradually  re- 
treated to  then*  original  divisions.  —  At 
this  time  grn.  Nordman  ordered  two  bat- 
talions of  Gyulay  to  draw  up  en  echellon, 
in  order  to  favour  the  advance  of  the  co- 
lunm:  The  enemy  drawn  up  in  large 
divisions^  stood  immediately  before  Aspern, 
having,  to  cover  his  front,  occupied  all  the 
ditches  of  the  fields,  which  aiforded  ex- 
cellent breast- works.  His  right  was  co- 
vere.l  by  a  battery,  aiul  his  left  by  a  broad 
and  deep  ditch  (one  of  those  that  carry 
off  the  \vater.s  of  the  Danube  when  it  over- 
flows), as  well  as  by  a  bushy  ground, 
which  was  likewise  occupied  by  several 
bodies  in  close  order. — Though  the  enemy 
had  the  advantage  of  position  all  to  hira- 
lelf,  inasmuch  as  the  freshes  of  the  Danube 
were  only  passable  by  means  of  a  small 
bridge,  a.t  which  he  kept  up  a  vigorous 
fire  iVoni.  behind  the  ditches  both  with 
cannon  and  small  arms,  it  did  not  prevent 
the  2nd  battalion  of  Gyulay,  immediately 
after  the  first  had  penetrated  as  far  as  the 
bushy  meadows,  to  pass  the. bridge  in  a 
column,  to  form  without  delay,  and  with 
charged  bayonets  to  attack  the  enemy, 
•who  precipitately  retreated  to  Aspern,  on 
which  occasion  that  village,  after  a  vigor- 
ous but  not  very  obstinate  resistance,  was 
taken  for  the  first  time.  It  was,  however, 
not  long  before  the  enemy  had  it  in  his 
power,  by  the  arrival  of  a  fresh  reinforce- 
ment, to  expel  again  the  battalions  of 
Gyulay.  By  this  time  some  battalions  of 
the  column  had  arrived,  the  chasseurs  of 
major  Schneider,  of  the  2nd  column,  joined 
the  advanced  guard  of  the  1st;  Gyulay 
formed  again,  and  the  enemy  was  a  se- 
cond time  pushed  to  the  lower  end  of  the 
village,  though  he  succeeded  again  in  re- 
gaining what  he  had  lost. — Both  parties 
were  aware  of  the  necessity  of  maintaining 
themselves  in  Aspern  at  any  rate,  which 
produced  successively  the  most  obstinate 
efforts  both  of  attack  and  defence ;  the 
parties  engaged  each  other  in  every  street, 
m  every  house,  and  in  every  barn ;  carts, 
plotf^hs,  and  harrows  were  obliged  to  be 
removed  daring  an  uninterrupted  fire,  in 
•rder  to  get  at  the  enemy ;  every  iudivi- 
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dual  wall  was  an  impediment  of  the  as- 
sailants, and  arampaitof  the  attacked  ;  the 
steeple,  lofty  trees,  the  garrets  and  fhe 
cellars  were  to  be  conquered  before  either 
of  the  parties  could  stile  itself  master  of 
the  place,  and  yet  the  possession  was  ever 
of  short  duration  ;  for  no  sooner  had  w« 
taken  a  street  or  a  house  than  the  enemy- 
gained  another,  forcing  us  to  abandon  the 
former.  So  this  murderous  conflict  lasted 
for  several  hours  ;  the  German  battalions 
were  supported  by  IIuni;arians,  who  were 
again  iiskisted  by  the  Vienna  volunteers, 
each  rivalling  the  other  in  courage  and 
perseverance.  At  the  satne  time  the  2nd 
column  combined  its  attacks  with  those  of 
the  first,  having  to  overcome  the  same  re- 
sistance, by  reason  of  the  enemy's  con- 
stantly jeacling  fresh  reinforcements  into 
fire;  At  length  gen.  Vacquant  of  the  se- 
cond column  succeeded  ih  becoming  mas- 
ter of  the  upper  part  of  the 'village,  and 
maintaining  hirbself  ther6  during  the  whole 
of  the  night. — By  the  shells  of  both  parties 
many  houses  had  been  set  on  fire,  and 
illuminated  the  whole  country  around.— 
At  the  extremity  of  the  right  wing  on  the 
bushy  meadow  the  combdts  were  not  less 
severe.  The  left  flank  of  the  enemy  was 
secured  by  an  arm  of  the  Danul^e ;  im- 
penetrable underwood,  intersected  only  by 
footpaths,  covered  his  front ;  and  a  broad 
ditch  and  pallisadoes  afforded  him  the  ad- 
vantage of  ^  natural  rampart.'  —  Here 
fought  at  the  beginning  of  the  battle  the 
f  1st  battalion  of  Gyulay  under  col,  Ma- 
riassy ;  then  the  battalion  of  chasseurs 
under  major  Schneider ;  ne;ct  the  St. 
Georgians  under  major  Mihailovich,  and 
finally,  the  two  battalions  of  Vienna  vo- 
lunteers-under  lieut.-col.  Steigentesch  and 
St.  Quentcn.  Here  also  the  enemy  was 
defeated  ;  and  the  first  day  of  this  san- 
guinary engagement  terminated  by  the 
occupation  of  Aspern  by  gen.  Vacquant, 
at  the  head  of  eight  battalions  of  the  se- 
cond column,  while  lieut.  field-marshal  ' 
Hi  Her  drew  the  troops  t)f  his  corps  from 
the  village,  placed  them  again  in  order  of 
battle,  and  passed  the  night  under  arms. 

Second  Column, 

'  ThV  advanced  guard,  commarm^d  by 
lieut.-gen.  Fresnel,  advanced  by  Leopoi- 
dau  and  Kagran  towards  Hirschstetten, 
and  consisted  of  one  battalion  of  chasseurs 
and  two  battalions  of  Anton  Mitsorsky 
under  gen.  Winzingerode,  as  well  as  the 
brigades  of  Ciivalry,  Klenau  and  Vincent, 
under  gen.  Veesey.    It  was  followed  im 
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the  samie  direction  by  th€  column  from  its 
.  position  near  Gerasdorf. — ^The  enemy  hav- 
ing been  discovered  from  the^  eminences 
near  lUrschstetten  to  be  near  Aspern  and 
Esslingen,  the   brigade  Veesey  was  de-, 
'  tachcd  again<$t  the  latter  place,  and  the; 
brigade   Winzingerode    to  dislodge    the 
enemy  from   Aspern.~The  column  de- 
ployed before  HirschsteUen,  io  two  Itne6». 
in  order  to  support  the  advanced  guard, 
and  leaving  Aspern  to  the  right,  followdd. 
upop  the  plain,  at  a  preper  distance. — 
The  brigade  of  WinzTngerode,  however, 
met  with  so  spirited  a  resistance  in  its  at- 
tempt upon  Aspern,  that  an  attack  upon 
the  front  alone  was  not  likely  to  be  at-, 
tended  w|ib  success^  the  cavaJry,  ther^-. 
fore,  of  the  advanced  guard  was  pusjied. 
•  forward  from  Aspern  on  the  left,  in  order 
to  support  the  attnck  on  the  flank  with 
the  two  batteries  of  cavalry,  as  well  as  to' 
facilitate  the  junction  -with  the  third  co-, 
kimn,  which  was  advancing  by  Breitenlee. 
,At  W»  same  ,timci  the  regiment  of  Reuss 
Piauen  was  o^rdered  to  the  right  of  Aspern, 
ivith  a  view  to  an  attack  on  that  p^ace,. 
'the  rest  of  the  corps  was  formed  into  close 
columns  of  battalion^.  —  Meanwhile  the 
enemy  formed  his  left  wing,  which  he 
'refuMKl,  towards  Aspern,    and  his  right 
upon  Esslinffen.     Thus  he  advanced  with, 
columns  of  mfantry  and  cavalry  upon  the 
main  ariny,  while  an    extremely  brisk, 
cannonade  supported  hifn.     A  line  of  12; 
1:«giinent8  of  ciiirassiers  formed  the  centre, 
of  the  second  line  of  the  enemy,  giving  to j 
the  whole  an  imposing  aspect. — Mean-, 
jvhile  the  Ikttack  of  a  battaljon.of  Keuss 
Piauen  on  AsperJ\^  was  repulsed,  ancj  'it 
<gave  .way,  beii^  .thrown^  into  consterna- 
tion by  the  loss  of  its  commancjer,  but  it 
radied  immediatehr  afi^r.     Count  Belle- 
gard  ordered -gen.  Bacquant  to  renew  the 
attack  with  the  regiment  of  Vogelsang, . 
and  to  carry  the  village  at  all  hazards. 
The  latter  obeyed  the  order  wi^h  the  n^ost 
brilliant  success,  and  Aspern,  though  de-.' 
fended,  by  1 2,000  of  the  best  of  the  enemy's ,  the 
troops,  was  carried  by  storm;  Bacquant, 
being  assisted  by  the  regiment  of  Reuss . 
Piauen,  by  a  battalion  of  archduke  Rainer, 
mnd  by  the  brigade  of  Maier  of  th»  third 
column.  —  To   frustrate  this  attack,   thej 
enemy  advanced   with  two    col u runs  of, 
infantry,  supported  by  his  heavy  cavaVy,] 
upon  the  main  army,. ti  pulsed  the  t\^o 
regiments  of  Klenau'^and  Vincent's  lii^ht 
horse,  and  fell  upon  the  infantry. — The 
latter  expecting  him,  with  their  firelocks 
ready,  ^d  with  cool  intrepidity,  fired  at 


ten  paces  distance  so  effectually,  as  totally 
to  rout  the  enemy,  upon  which  gen. 
Veesey,  at  the  head  of  a  division  of  Klenau, 
attaclced  the  enemy's  cuirassiers  with  such 
energyi  that  their  retreat  was  followed  "by 
that  of  th^  infantry. — Hereby  the  army 
along  the  whole  of  its  Tine  was  disengaged 
from  the  enemy,  obtained  communlcatioD 
on  the  left  with  the  corps  of  prince  Ho* 
henzollern,  and  became  possessed  of  the 
important  post  of  Aspern.  The  enemy 
being  in  full  retreat  attempted  no  further 
attack,  and  confined  himself  merely  to  a 
cannonade.  The  corps  remained  during 
the  night  under  arms.  The  enemy  re- 
peated, indeed,  his  attacks  on  Aspern,  hot 
tbey  air  proved  unsuccessful. 

'Third  Cbhnau 


This  column,^  according  to  its  destiba* 
tion,  had  began  its  inarch  from  its  posi^on 
at  Seiring,  by  the  road  of  Suss'enb/un  and 
Breitenlee.  Sopie  drrisions  of  O'Jeilfy'i 
light  horse  and^-cbassejUrs  formed  tbe  ad* 
vanced  guard  of  the  column, "and  at  thret 
o'clock  m  the  a^^rnopn  met  near  Hirsch- 
stetten,  the  left  wmg  of  .the  enemy,  wKicb 
consisted  mqltlj^  of  cavalry. —As  aBout 
this  time  the^firstaijd  second  coliihiris^ad- 
vanced  intrepidly  upon  jVspefn,  and  the 
epemy  began  to  tall^  back  tp  his  posiCion 
betwep n  &slingen  *an!j  Aspern,  lieut-ge- 
neral  HohenzoTlern,  ordei;ed  up  his  bat- 
tefiers,  and  a  very  brisk  cannonade  com- 
menced on  both  sides. — ^T^e  first  line 
farmed  in  close  columns  of  battalions,  and 
advanced  with  the  greatest ,  resolution 
upon  the  enemy,  when  bis  cavalry  sudden- 
ly rushed  forward  in  such  disproportionate 
numbers,  and  with  such  rapiuity,  that 
there  was  scarcely  tinie  to  save  the  artil- 
lery ^hich  had  been  brbucht  up,  and  the 
battalions  were  left  to  defend  themselves 
by  their  own  unsupported  exertions.  This 
was  the  remarkable  moment  in  which  the 
regiments  of  Zach,  Joseph  Colloredo, 
Zettwitz,  Froon,  a  battalion  of  Stein's,  and 
second  battalion  of  the  Archduke 
Charles's  legiqn,  under  the  conduct  of 
lieut.- general  Brady,  and  ffeneral?  Bu- 
n  sch,  Maier  and  IColler,  demonstrated 
with  unparalleled  f  rtitudewhat  the  fixed 
determination  to  conquer  or  die  is  capable 
of  efFeciing  against  the  most  impetuous 
attacks.— The  enemy's  cavalry  turned 
chese  battalions  on  both  wings,  penetrated 
»'f  Lween  ihem,  repulsed  the  squadrons  of 
O'Reilly's  light  horse,  who  were  unable 
io  wit'israiid  such  a  superior  force^.and  in 
the  confidence  of  victory /sununoneatEtM 
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corps  of  heroes  to  lay  down  their  arms. 
A  well  directed  aod  destructive  fire  was 
the  answer  to  this  degrading  proposition, 
sod  the  enemy's  cavalry  abandoned  the 
field,  leaving  behind  them  a  considerable 
mmber  of  dead. — ^This  corps,  as  well  as 
the  others^  paned  the  night  on  the  field  of 
battle. 

Rxanh  amd  Fifth  Coiumn$. 

Tbese  wer^  both  composed  of  the  corps 
ti  heat-general  prince  Rosenberg,  on 
eiVber  btnk  of  the  Rossbach,  and  directed 
their  march  from  their  position,  to  the 

right  and    left    of  DeoUch-Wagram 

The  fonrth  proceeded  through  Itos^hdorf 
Uraight  to  Es^tfn^en.  Col.  Hardegg  of 
Schwarzenberg's  hulans  conducted  the 
advanced  guard,.— The  Bfth  directed  its 
mareh  towardK  the  left,  in  order  to  go  a 
cin;alt  round  the  little  town  ofEnzersdorf, 
and  drive  the  enemy  out  of  the  pl&ce.  It 
was  reinforced  by  Stipsic's  hussars,  under 
the  ctemand  of  col.  Fctilich.  Lieut.- 
jeoeral  Klenau  led  the  advanced  guard  of 
wk  colunhis. — As  this  circuit  round  En- 
sendorf  obliged  the  fidh  to  describe  a 
Ibogerline,it  was  necessary  fi3r  the  fourth  to 
adwiflce  rather  more^slowly.— ^Enzersdorf, 
howcrer,  xras  quickly  taken  possession  of 
bvaOetachteent  of  Stipsic's  hussars,  and 
tw  the  Wallacho  lllyrian  frontier  regiment, 
as  it  was  already  for  the  greatest  part 
eraeoated  W  the  enemy,  from  whom  no 
mora  than  thirty  prisoners  could  be  taken. 
—Both  columns  now  received  orders  to 
adfance  tipon  EssHngen. — ^Thc  fourth,  in 
dose  columns  of  battalions  of  Czarto- 
risky's,  archduke  Louis's  and  Cobourg's, 
Who  Were  twide  successively  attacked  by 
tipwards  of  two  thousand  of  the  enemy  s 
heavy  cavalry ;  but  these  were  each  time 
poi  to  flight  by  our  brave  infantry  with 
considerable  loss.-^Of  the  fifth  column, 
two  l/iattalions  of  Chasteler's  advanced 
2ifrrttly  upon  Esslingen,  while  two  bat- 
talions of  Bellegarde's  were  ordered  to 
p^betrate  the  left  flank  of  the  village^ 
and  (he  small  contiguous  wood.  TVo 
battalions  of  Killer's  and  Sztarray's,  be- 
sides the  archduke  Ferdinand's  and  Stip- 
no's  regiments  of  hussars,  and  two  divi- 
sions oif  Rosenberg's  light  horse,  were  in 
the  plain  in  readiness  to  support  them. — 

These  combined  attacks  were  made  twice 

«Rcessively  with  uncommon  intrepidity, 

the  enemy's  troops  were  repulsed  at  all 

poiats,  and  driven  into  the  village  Esslin- 

C^  which  had  been  set  on  fire.    Bot  as 

^iieoiysanpy  wtedraMi  up  inKVeral 


lines  between  ^sslmgen  ftitd  Aspern,  and 
met  each  new  attack  with  fresh  reinforce- 
ments, because  the  safety  of  his  retreat 
depended  on  the  possession  of  this  Village; 
our  troops  were  obliged,  to  abandon  it  at 
the  approach  of  night,  and  to  await,  under 
arms,  tne  arrival  of  morning.^-The  reseHro 
corps  of  cavalry  had  marched  in  two  co* 
lumns,  under  the  command  of  gen.  prince  ' 
of  Lichtenstein,  and  advanced  upon  the 
New  Inn  between  Raschdorf  and  jBreiten« 
lee.  General  count  Wartensleben  witl& 
Blankenstein's  hussars,  conducted  the  ad* 
yanced  guard. — No  sooner  did  the  ene* 
my  perceive  the  general  advance  of  th« 
army,  than  he  placed  the  bulk  of  his  ca« 
valry,  supported  by  some  battalions  of 
infantry,  in  order  of  battle  between  £sslin« 
gen  and  Aspem,  and  commenced  a  brisk 
cannonade  upon  the  columns  of  Austrtaa 
cavalry  as  they  approached. — Prince  Lich^ 
tenstein  directed  his  columns  to  march 
forward  in  two  lines,  on  which  the  enemy 
detached  4  or  5000  cavalry  from  his  posi- 
tion to  the  right,  by  wayof  Esslingen,  and 
excited  some  apprehension  that  he  would  « 
impede  the  progress  of  the  fourth  column^ 
or  even  break  through  it.  The  I'rince 
therefore  ordered  four  regiments  to  the 
left,  and  kept  the  second  column  formed 
in  two  lines,  till  he  was  convinced  that 
the  fourth  would  not  meet  with  any  im- 
pediment to  its  march. — During  this  move- 
ment the  remainder  of  the  enemy's  cavalry 
also  advanced  with  the  greatest  confidence^ 
towards  the  ri^ht  wing  of  the  Austrian. 
They  were  received  with  a  firmness  which 
they  probably  did  not  expect.  The  in- 
trepidity of  the  cavalry  which  had  marched 
up,  particularly  Maurice  Lichtenstein's 
re^psnent,  and  the  archduke  Francis's 
cuirassiers;  the  former,  headed  by  its" 
gallant  colonel,  Ronssel,  frustrated  the  re* 
peated  assaults  of  the  enemy  by  counter- 
attacks, by  which  at  length  put  a  stop  to 
his  impetuous  advance^  &na  completely 
repulsed  him  with  considerable  loss.  Ia 
these  conflicts,  the  JPrenoh  general  of  divi- 
sLoa,  DuTMnei,  equerry  to  the  Emperor^ 
was  taken  prisoner  a  few  paces  from  him« 
as  was  also  gen.  Fouler,  ecpier^-y  to  the 
Empress,  after  having  been  slightly  wound- 
ed. Nothwtthstandiag  the  fire  of  mus- 
quetry  which  no^  ensued,  ihe  Pcince 
ordered  a  general  advance,  by  ,which 
the  enemy  was  straitened  in  the  aligne- 
ment  between  Esslingen  and  Aspertr, 
but  on  accoimt  of  Uie  flanking  fire  from 
Esslingen,  could  not  be  pursued  any 
fiirther.  Tbefifcofhbguttswailuiiwfeied 
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.  with  spirit  by  the  horse  artillery.  About 
teven  in  the  evening  3,000  horse  were 
again  detached  towards  the  point  of  union 
between  the  cavalry  of  the  corps  of  re- 
serve and  the  left  wing  of  prince  Hohen- 
zollem,  and  fell  en  masse  upon  the  bri- 
gades of  cuirassiers  of  generals  Kroyher, 
Klary,and  Siegenthal;  but  by  the  steady  in- 
trepidity of  the  Blankenstein's  and  Riesch's 
regiments,  who  with  the  utmost  gallantry 
made  a  sudden  attack  on  the  enemy's 
flank-s  his  cavalry  was  again  repulsed, 
and  part  of  it,  wnich  had  fatten  upon  some 
of  the  regiments  of  the  new  levies,  placed 
in  the  third  line,  was  cut  olF  and  there 
taken. — Meanwhile  night  came  on,  and  it 
was  passed  by  the  Prince  in  the  best  state  of 
preparation  on  the  ground  which  he  had 
gained  from  the  enemy.— For  the  first 
time  Napoleon  had  sustained  a  defeat  in 
Germany.  From  this  moment  he  was  re- 
duced to  the  rank  of  bold  and  successful 
generals,  who,  like  himself,  after  a  long 
series  of  destructive  achievements,  expe- 
rienced the  vicisitudes  of  fortune.  The 
charm  of  his  invincibility  was  dissolved. 
No  longer  the  spoiled  child  of  Fortune, 

•  by  posterity  he  will  be  characterized  as 
the  sport  of  the  fickle  goddess.  New  hopes 
begin  to  animate  the  oppressed  nations. 
To  the  Austrian  army  the  21st  of  May 
%vas  a  grand  and  glorious  epoch,  that  must 
inspire  it  with  a  consciousness  of  its 
strength,  and  a  confidence  in  its  energies. 
Overwhelmed  by  our  irresistible  infantry, 
its  proud  opponents  were  extended  in  the 
dust,  and  the  presence  of  their  hitherto 

•  unconquered  Emperor  was  no  longer  ca* 
pable  of  snatching  from  the  heroes  of 
Austria  the  laurels  which  they  had  ac- 
quired.— 'Napoleon's  glory  was  obviously 

.  at  stake.  New  efforts  were  to  be  expected 
the  following  day ;  but  he  was  also  obliged 
to  fight  for  his  existence.  By  means  of 
fire-ships  sent  down  the  Danube,  the  Arch- 
duke had  caused  the  enemy's  bridge  on 
,the  Lobau  to  be  broken  down,  and  its  re- 
pairs would  take  up  several  hours.  Mean- 
while Napoleon  had  already  in  the  even- 
ing been  joined  by  the  corps  of  gen.  Ondi- 
not;  and  all  the  disposable  troops  fol- 
lowed firora  Vienna  and  the   Upper  Da- 

•  -nube,  and  were  transported  across  the 
river  in  vessels  as  fast  as  they  arrived. 
The  Archduke,  on  his  part,  ordered  the 

'  grenadier  corps,  which  had  not  any  share 


in  the  first  engagement,  to  advance  fr6m  its 
position  near  Gerasdorf  to  Brcitenlee;  and 
the  short  night  was  scarcely  sufiicient  to  I 
complete  the  respective  preparations  for  , 
the  commencement  of  a  second  tragedy. 

Battle  of  the  22d  of  May,-^Corps  qf  lieu-' 
tenant-general  Miller,  | 

With  the  morningfsdawn  the  enemy  re- 
newed his  attacks,  which  far  surpassed  la 
impetuosity  those  of  the  piecediug  day. 
It  was  a  conflict  of  valour  and  mutual  ex- 
asperation. Scarcely  had  the  French 
guards  compelled  gen.  Wacquaiit  to  aban- 
don Asptrn,  when  the  regiment  of  Klebck 
again  penetrated  into  the  burning  village, 
d  rove  back  the  choicest  troops  of  the  enemy, 
and  engaged  in  a  new  contwt  in  the  midit 
of  the  conflagration,  till,  at  the  expiration 
of  an  hour,  it  was  also  obliged  to  give 
way.  The  regiment  of  Benjovsky  now 
rushed  in,  and  at  the  first  onset  gained 
possession  of  the  church  yard,  the  walls 
of  which  field-marshal-lieutenant  Hiller 
immediately  ordered  the  first  division  of 
pioneers  to  puU  down,  and  the  church,  to- 
gether  with  the*  parsonage,  to  be  set  on 
nre.  Thus  was  this  regiment,  supported 
by  some  battalions,  commanded  by  gen. 
Bianchi,at  length  enabled  to  maintain  itself 
at  the  entrance  of  the  village,  after  over- 
coming the  resistance,  bordering  on  des- 
pair, opposed  by  the  flower  of  the  French 
army. — Neither  could  the' enemy  produce 
any  farther  eflect  upon  the  busby  meadow, 
after  lieut.-general  Hiller  had  ordered  the 
force  there  to  be  supported  by  two  bat- 
talions of  Anton  Mittrowsky's  and  a  bat- 
tery ;  on  which  the  Jagers,  St.  George's, 
and  two  battalions  of  Vienna  volunteers, 
drove  him  from  his  advantageous  position, 
which  he  never  afterwards  attempted  to 
recover. — At  about  this  time  the  left  wing 
of  the  corps  was  likewise  placed  in  secu- 
rity by  three  batteries  sent  by  the  lieut-  * 
general  to  support  the  general  of  cavalry, 
count  Beliegardc,  and  the  latter  maintained 
his  ground  a:5ainst  the  most  desperate  at- 
tacks of  the  enemy.  The  lieut.-general 
Hiller  kept  his  position  on  the  left  flank 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  victory  was  tiecided 
iu  this  quarter.  The  corps  was  therefore 
again  formed  in  two  lines,  and  thus  awaited 
the  ^proaching  events, 

(To  be  continued,) 
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"  What  mighty  contests  rise  from  trivial  things  ^' 

Pops. 

rno 

^1} 

TO  THE 

Independent  People  of  Hampshire. 

The  Pauperis  Actim* 

Gentlemen, 
In  the  poem,  from  ^bich  my  motto  is 
taken,  you  will,  1  dare  say,  recollect,  that 
the  poet  records  the  important  conse- 
quences that  resulted  from  a  gentleman^s 
cutting  off  a  lock  qfa  ladys  fuiir.  Dispro- 
portion td  as  those  consequei>ces  were  to 
their  cause,  they  are,  I  think,  surpas.'^ed, 
in  that  respect,  by  the  consequences,  which 
have  resulted  from  the  running  away  qf  a 
CAKTEii'BO\  from  wy  service,  which  act  has 
poJuced,  probably*  a  greater  noise  and 
bustle,  and  excited  more  curiosity  and  more 
interest  in  this  county,  than  any  act  oV  event 
diat  has  taken  place  williin  the  long  reign 
of  the  present  king  ;  that  is  to  say,  almost 
half  a  century.  Notwithstanding  this, 
however,  I  should  not,  in  th>s  elaborate 
manner,  have  addressed  you  upon  the  sub- 
ject, had  the  noise  and  bu>tle  been  con- 
fined within  the  county.  My  intention 
was  mere'y  to  h^ve  contradicted,  in  the 
ooM7/(y-papers,  the  falshoods,  which  had 
been  spread  abroad.  But,  perceiving  that 
the  Tkial,  which  took  place  at  Winches- 
ter, last  week,  relative  to  this  affair,  has 
been  made,  in  the  London  ministerial 
prints^  a  subject  of  vast  importance,  the 
ground- work  of  ne<v  calumnies,  and  the 
intended  means  of  bijuring  that  great  pub- 
lic cause,  in  the  supporting  of  which  our 
enemies  know  me  to  be  instrumental  to 
the  utmost  of  my  power  :  perceiving  this, 
I  think  it  necessary  to  enter  full^  into  the 
subject  in  my  own  work,  in  order  that  the 
refutation  may  circulate  as  widely  as  the 
charge;  that  it  may  even  go  beyond  it, 
and  that,  in  countries  where  an  English 
ministerial  paper  is  never  seen,  the  cha- 
racter of  such  publications  may  be  made 
known. 

Those  amongst  you.  Gentlemen,  who 
were  at  Winchester  during  the  last  week, 
and  who,  of  course,  heard  the  universal 
buz,  saw  the  knots  of  people,  in  all  parts, 
laying  tbeir  headf  togeth^r^  and  who,  at 


last,  saw  the  court  crammed  even  to  suf- 
focation; and  all  this  on  account  of  a 
thing  the  mo^^t  trifling,  that  the  law  can, 
when  administered  by  a  judge,  possibly 
take  notice  of,  and  that,  in  spite  of  all  that 
could  be  done  by  ail  ttte  machinations  of 
all  the  parties,  high  and  low,  concerned 
in  the  scheme,  obtained  from  me  damages 
to  the  amount  of  on.y  three  pounds,  six 
shillings,  and  eight-pence ;  you,  who  were 
eye-witnesses  of  the  scene,  and  who  had 
the  means  of  hearirtg,  from  my  neigh- 
bours, the  real  state  of  the  facts,  and  the 
real  motives  of  the  action  ;  you  must  have 
ceased  to  feel  any  surprize  whatever  on 
the  subject;  but,  to  those,  who  were  not  at 
Winchester  ;  to  those  whom  the  story  has 
reached  only  through  the  news-papers,  it 
must  seem  utterly  astonishing,  that  all  this 
out-cry  should  have  been  made,  that  all 
this  interest  should  have  been  excited,. by 
an  act,  the  conmiission  of  which  should 
call  for  damages  to  the  amount  of  only 
one- third  pqrt  qf  ten  pounds.  A  Londou 
paper,  called  theMoR.NiNG  Post,  has  filled 
i  almost  the  whole  of  its  columns,  of  Satur- 
j  day  last,  uiih  an  account  of  this  trial,  to- 
I  the  exclusion  of  even  the  Prench  Bulletins, 
which  record  the  battle  of  Wolkersdorf ; 
that  battle,  which,  perhaps,  will  decide 
the  fate  of  the  European  quarter  of  the 
world.  The  fall  of  Austria  appears,  with 
these  gentlemen,  to  be  a  mere  trifle,  when 
compared  with  a  hope  of  bringing  me 
down  ;  the  struggle  between  the  Emperors 
j  Napoleon  and  Francis  seems  to  be  but  a 
I  thing  of  secondary  importance,  while 
there  is  a  struggle  between  me  and  my 
carter-boy.  This  paper,  upon  the  face  of 
it,  seems  to  say  :  "  There  has,  to  be  sure, 
"  been  a  battle  in  Austria,  and  the  last 
"  hope  of  our  only  remaining  ally  seems 
"  now  to  be  completely  annihilated  ;  but, 
"  never  mind  that,  loyal  reader,  for,  look 
"  here  !  here  we  have  Cobbett  in  damages 
:  "  to  the  amount  of  3/.  Os,  ^d.'' Ac- 
cording to  this  print,  the  damages  against 
the  three  parties,  were  laid  at  a  tltousand 
pounds.  Pretty  modest  for  a  pauper's 
I  being  held  in  duress  during  about  scxfen 
hours;  but,  wasit.ftot,  then,  very  much 
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like  a  defeat  to  get  but  ten  pounds  out  of 
the  thousand  f  1  am  sued  for  335/.  Cs.  8(i. 
and  the  jury  sny,  that,  at  the  most,  1 
ought  to  pay  the  odd  3/.  Os.  Sd.,  just  about 
Uie  amount  of  the  wine  that  ahnost  every 
man  drinks  in  a  fortnight,  and  I  drink 
none.  The  damages  laid,  appear  to  have 
be^vcry  well  proportioned  to  the  story. 
Ttie^y  stem  to  have  swelled  up  together; 
and,  when  they  came  into  the  court,  and 
had. to  f^ce  an  honest  and  intclHgcnt  jury, 
who  were  iiot  to  be  imposed  upon  by  either 
rant  or  cant,  they  both  together  shrunk 
kito  just  a  hundredth  part  of  the  magnitude 
they  hitd  assumed ;  and,  if  the  jury  could 
have  been  informed  of  the  tchole  of  the 
facts,  they  would  have  shrunk  into  no- 
thing, for  not  one  farthing  of  damages 
would  have  been  awarded;  but,  as  we 
•hall  see,  by-and-by,  th^  action  was  so 
contrived  as  to  put  it  out  of  oulr  power  to 
produce  any  of  the  most  material  facts  to 
the  jury,  who  were,  therefore,  obliged  to 
give  their  verdict  «pon  evidence  brouj^ht 
ail  on  one  ^ide. 

That  this  action  was  not  brought  for  tlie 
sake  qf  the  pqfiper  the  jury  appeared  to  be 
Tery  well  convinced.  Indeed,  the  real  object 
of  it  was  clear  enough  to  every  peiiK>n  of 
common  discernment,  the  moment  it  was 
d»scovi6red  whence  came  the  advice  to  bring 
Ihe^ctioii,  namely,  from  a  bench  of  magis- 
trates at  Dboxfoud,  composed  as  we  shall 
by-and-by  see.  llns  object  is  clearly 
ciTough  explained  in  the  speech  of  Miu 
Borough,  one  of  the  cimnsel  for  the  pau- 
per, the  substance  of  which  speech  hsis 
beeti  published   in  the  Portsmouth  news* 

paper,  in  these  words. "  The  Plaintiff 

^'  was  a  labouring  man,  reading  in  the 
•*  parish  of  Droxford,  Hants,  in  the  service 
•'  of  Richard  Goodlad,  esq^  Magistrate  for 
"  the  cJounty.  The  PtaintdTwas  of  quiet  and 
*'  honesl  hat)its.  The  Defendant,  CMeit^ 
*'  was  the  trf//i?7otc«  Author  of  the  Political 
•*  Register;  who,  for  the  last  fire  or  six 
**  years,  had  been  resideirt  at  Botley,  in 
•*  that  county.  He  was  long  tlie  pretended 
''friend  and  adtocate  for  the  Hbtrty  qf  the 
"  sidject,  and  the  privileges  of  English- 
•*  men.  At  the  public  Meetings  in  thai 
••  counttf,  he  had  taken  a  cons^picuous  part 
*'  in  declaiming  against  the  aimse  of  power, 
*'  and  was  then  addressing  weekly  Utters  to 
*'  the  people  cfHampshii%  urging  the  neces- 
*'  sity  of  a  Reform  in  the  state,  in  order  to 
«'  preserve  the  ends  of  freedom,  and  the 
•  trae  spirit  of  the  English  Constitution ; 
"  bm  the  character  which  he  assumed  was 
"  badly  sapported  by  his  eonduci  in  donM* 


"  dc  fife.  He  was  oppressvoe  and  saicn 
"  around  the  whole  circle  which  his  power 
"  and  influence  extended  to,  the  sequel  ttf 
<'  whfch  would  ill  accord  with  his  proies* 
"  sions.       The    other    Defendants   were 

"  Blacksmiths." These  are  the  words, 

attril)uted  to  the  counsel  for  the  pauper 
plain! iii';  these  are  the  words  published  as 
.part  of  the  speech  of  a  man  who  was  as- 
signed to  plead  the  cause  of  this  pauper. 
Who,  then,  can  be  fool  enough  to  believe, 
that  this  action  was  advised  and  carried  on 
for  the  sake  of  the  pauper?  And  who 
can  refrain  from  admiring  the  good  sense 
and  firmness  of  the  jury,  who,  by  theif 
verdict,  defeated  the  real  object  of  the 
scheme  ?  The  Morning  Post  has  inserted 
a  part  of  Mr.  Borough's  speech  not  much 
less  interesting,  which  part  the  Portsmouth 
paper  has  omitted.  It  is  that  where  he  ex- 
presses his  hope,  that  the  jury  will  make 
a  distinction  between  the  parties ;  that  they 
will  take  the  burthen  of  damages  off  the 
other  two,  and  lay  it  all  upon  Mr.  Cobbett. 

After  this,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say 
to  any  man  of  coBunon  discernment,  that 
the  pauper  was  a  mere  cat*s-paw  in  this 
action ;  that  his  pretended  sufferings  juidi 
no  part  or  particle  of  the  real  motive  of 
the  action ;  and,  in  shdrt,  that  the  whole 
thing,  from  the  befiinning  to  the  end,  was 
a  mere  invention  for  the  purpose  of  mis- 
representing my  character,  and  of  causing 
it  to  be  believed,  that,  while  I  am  preach- 
ing ^fphxnai  pMc  (^jpresmxrSi  I  am,  as  to  all 
those  who  are  under  my  power,  myself  an 
ofpreasor.  This  was  the  point ;  this  was 
the  jet  of  the  plan  ;  this  vraa  the  purpose 
for  which  a  little  village  attorney  was  set 
to  work  to  bring  forward  the  pauper  and 
his  family,  and  to  ferret  out  evidence  even 
amongst  Uie  servants  that  were  still  living 
in  my. own  house.  But,  though  this  con- 
dition must  be  drawn  by  every  man  of 
common  sense,  still  1  think  it  may  be  useful 
to  relate  minutely  all  the  circumstances  of 
thi."*  transaction,  from  which,  better  than 
fr<an  any  general  description,  you.  Gentle- 
men, and  the  public  in  general,  will  be  able 
to  form  a  jnst  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  the 
several  parties  concerned. 

A  lad,  about  16  or  17  yeai-s  of  age, 
named  JESSE  BURGESS,  was  my  servant 
in  husbandry,  in  the  month  of  March  last, 
and  had  been  so  for  about  two  months,  or 
a  little  better.  Some  time  in  the  .latter  end 
of  February,  1  found  fault  with  him  for 
coming  in  to  bretikfasi  btfore  ^te  liad  cleaned 
out  his  stable ;  and,  on  the  first  of  March, 
I  found  fault  with  him,  and  that,  too,  in 
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Tery  sharp  language,  for  lying  in  bed  after 
I  myself  was  up,  tbat  is  to  say,  qfter  5  o'clock. 
These  were  the  only  tiroes  that  I  ever 
evenfamidfaidt  with  him,  as  far  as  I  can 

recollect On  the  2nd  of  March,  that 

is  to  say,  the  next  morning,  the  boy  got  up 
Tery  early  and  set  off  from  hi«  service. 

His  sister,  Mary  Burgess,   vrho  was 

also  a  servant  in  my  house,  was  then  sent 
by  Die  to  tell  her  parents,  and  the  boy  too, 
if  she  found  him  at  heme,  that,  if  he  came 
back  again  that  day,  I  would  forgive  him  ; 
but,  '  that,  if  he  did  not,  nothing  upon 
earth  should  induce  me  to  Ibrgive  him. 
He  did  not  come  back.  I,  according  to 
my  word,  got  a  warrant  for  him  from  Mr. 
Smith  of  Southampton,  and  delivered  it  to 
Mr.  Asllett,  the  constable  of  Botley,  in 
order  thai  he  might  take  up  the  boy, 
which  he  did  on  the  3rd  of  March,  and 
having  brorght  him  to  Botley,  the  boy 
escaped,  which  escape  produced  the  pre- 
tended false- imprisonment  of  the  plaintifi, 
Wm.  burgess,  the  brother  of  Jesse,  and 
^ich  also  gaye  a  handle  for  the  bringing 

of  the  action.-^ But,  before  we  go  to 

that,  let  us  finish  the  story  of  Jesse,  who, 
in  the  first  instance,  was  to  have  all  the 
wages  he  askedy  and  was  told,  that,  if  he 
behaved  well,  he  should  have  ntorc.  He 
lived  as  well  as  I  myself  did;  he  went  to 
bed  when  he  pleased  ;  he  had  a  good  fire 
to  sit  by ;  he  had  every  thing  that  heart 
coald  wbh ;  but,  1  insisted  upon  hi ";  getting 
up  eariy  in  the  morning,  having  full  as  much 
detestation  for  a  sluggard  as  I  have  for  a 
Ihief.  Of  this  he  had  fair  warning  when 
he  was  hired.  He  was  told,  over  and  over 
agam,that  he  must  rise  early  ;  that,  as  to 
other  things,  I  might  look  over  a  good 
deal,  bat  that  1  never  would  overlooK  hiij 
lying  late  in  bed.  Boyt  are,  however, 
apt  to  be  sleepy,  and,  if  he  had  came  back, 
when  his  sister  went  for  hira,  I  should 
merely  have  toM  him  to  get  himself  ano- 
ther master,  his  services  being,  in  fact, 
not  worth  to  me,  the  half,  no,  nor  the 
fifth  part,  of  his  food,  living  in  the  manner 
that  he  lived.  But,  there  was,  in  the  case 
of  a  8er>'ant  running  away  and  setting  me 
ftt  defiance,  a  duty  which  I  owed  to  the 
community,  and  especially  to  my  neigh- 
bouTs,  occupying  lands,  who  must  have 
experienced  great  injury  from  such  an  ex- 
imple,  if  this  boy  had  been  suffered  to  get 
oft*  with  impunity.  There  are  many  per- 
sons, who,  in  such  a  case,  would  not  take 
the  trouble,  and  especially  if,  as  wasreally 
the  fact  here,  the  running  away  is  rather  a 
lockything  foTthre  mjttter;  but,  that  is 


not  my  way :  I  always  endeatour  to  dis- 
charge my  duty  towards  the  community  : 
I,  in  such  cases,  look  upon  the  crime  not 
as  committed  against  me,  but  against  the 
public  ;  and  1  act  accordingly.  Upon 
this  principle  it  was,  that,  when  the  boy 
had  escaped,!  spared  uo  pains  or  exptnce 
to  recover  hini.  He  has  cost  me  xtusfbtf 
probably,  in  advertisements,  than  he  would 
have  earned  during  the  year ;  but,  what 
of  that?  I  have  caught  him  at  last;  he 
has  been  sent  to  prison  ;  and  the  examphs 
will  be  of  general  utility.  What  a  villain* 
ous  thing  must  it  be  in  anyone  to  do  that 
which  shall  induce  people  in  this  rank  of 
life  to  set  contracts  at  nought ;  to  think 
nothfng  of  their  engagements;  to  make 
agreements  with  a  fraudulent  intention  } 
to  teach  them  all  the  tricks  and  (juirks  of 
pettifoggers  ;  to  make  them  clever  in  no* 
thing  but  roguery ;  to  give  that  turn  to 
their  minds,  which,  in  the  end,  most  lead 
them  to  the  gal  lows.  What  a  villainous 
thing  it  must  be  for  any  one  to  do  this  ? 

Before  the  boy  was  taken  up  and  sent 

to  prison,  there  might  be  some  ground  for 
supposing  that  he  had  been  ill-used;  but, 
after  that,  there  could  be  none,  especially 
when  the  circumstances,  under  wnich  he 
was  committed,  are  known.  I  shall  by- 
and-by  speak  of  these  circumstances> 
which  form  a  sort  of  under- plot  in  the 
grand  drama.  Suffice  it,  at  present,  to  say, 
that  the  boy  was  taken  at  Winchester,  in 
the  very  room  where  the  Attorney  had 
his  witness,  and  was,  after  a  fiiH  exami- 
nation, and  a  remarkably  patient  hearing 
of  all  he  had  to  say,  committed  to  prison. 
This,  of  itself,  is  a  pretty  good  proof,  thai 
he  was  used  well  while  at  iliy  house,  and 
that  he  had  no  r«al  ground  of  complaint, 
and,  consequently,  no  reasonable  cause  for 
quitting  tny  service.  The  editors  of  the 
Portsmouth  paper,  amongst  the  many 
falshoods,  which  they  have  knowingly 
stated,  have  this,  "  that  the  boy  was  not  Ji 
*'  servant  in  husbandry**'  If  so,  what  pretty 
ma^^istrates  must  those  be,  who  committed 
him  to  prison  for  quitting  my  service  ?  I 
mention  this  as  one  instance  of  the  length, 
to  which  these  retailers  of  falshood  will  go. 
In  fact,  they  stick  at  nothing.  There  is  ne 
Falshood  too  bold  for  them.  They  knov^ 
very  well,  that  they  shall  be  exposed,  and 
that  all  good  men  will  despise  them  ;  but, 
they  value  not  the  opinions  of  good  men ; 
they  make  sure  of  the  wages  of  their  fals- 
hoods and  calumnies,  and  having  those,they 
are  perfectly  dead  to  all  feelings  of  shame 
or  of  conscience.  It  is  the  conduct  of  tix^it 
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employers  aiid  prompters  that  would  sur- 
prize one,  were  it  not  the  uniform  practice 
of  such  people  to  give  way  to  their  envy 
and  hatred,  and.  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
voice  of  reason.-^Thus,  it  is,  I  think,  made 
manifest  enough,  that  as  far  ns  related 
to  my  servant,  Jesse,  I  acted  as  became  a 
master  and  a  public-spirited  man.  The 
mother  of  the  boy  came,  a  few  day«  before 
his  running  awaj^  and  got  his  wages  up  to 
the  ]  St  of  March  or  thereabouts.  It  was, 
therefore,  clear,  that  the  intention  was  to 
get  the  boy  away  for  the  spring  and  summer, 
after  having  placed  him  in  good  keep 
during  that  part  of  the  year  when  there 
was  little  to  do.  This  is  a  rery  common 
trick  through  the  country  ;  my  neigh- 
bours, the  farmers,  are  plagued  half  out  of 
their  lives  with  these  desertions,  which 
always  take  place  just  as  the  sun  begins 
to  shme  on  both  sides  of  the  hedge  ;  that 
is  to  say,  when  those  who  have  been 
warmed  and  fed  all  the  whiter,  are  called 
upon  to  make  some  remuneration  by  their 
labour.  '  Nothing  is  so  common  as  the 
sending  of  people  to  prison  for  this  oilence : 
Sir  Wm.  Heathcote,  I  was  told,  sent  a  boy 
to  prison  for  the  same  offence,  only  a  day 
or  two  before  I  was  a|  Winchester ;  but. 
Sir  Wm.  Heathcote  was  not  a  person  ca- 
pable of  attra<?ting  attention ;  he  was  not 
a  per'feon,  whom  peculators  and  hireling 
writers  found  it  their  interest  to  misre- 
present ;  he  was  not  a  person  to  excite 
ihe  envy  and  the  hatred  of  so  many 
wretches,  versed  in  the  arts  of  cowardly 
calumny  ;  in  short,  he  had  not  for  his 
enemy  every  public-robber,  every  low, 
dirty,  hungry,  pettifogging  fellow  in  the 
whole  county. 

We  must  now  return  to  the  time  when 
the  boy,  Jcs^e,  was  first  taken  up,  and  when 
the  escape,  which  led  to  the  action,  took 
place.— — Mr.  Astlett,  the  constable  of 
botley,  took  him,  at  his  father's  house, 
about  six  pailes'irom,  Botley,  in  the  night 
of  the  3rd  of  March,  and  brought  him  to 
Botley,  to  a  public-house  called  the  Dol- 
phin, whither,  by  the  indulgence  of  the 
constable,  he  was  accompanied  by  his 
mother  Siud  his  elder  brother,  Wm.  Burgess, 

the  pauper  plaintiff. In  the   morning 

Mr.  AstleU,  who  is  a  blacksmith,  had  oc- 
casion to  go  to  his  own  house,  and,  while 
away,  he  l^ft  his  prisoner  in  the  hands  of 
the  ty thing  man,  whose  name  is  Dubber, 
While  the  boy  was  in  the  custody  of  Dub- 
ber, this  latter  says,  that  the  mother  came 
with  a  P**®^JlfedlfiR^sSge  from  rac,  desir- 
ing ^^^^mmSm^^^J^^i^^d  to  come  to 


my  house ;  that  thereupon  he  let  the  boy 
gp,  and  that  the  mother  and.  the  two  sons 

went  ofF  together. Be  this  as  it  may, 

whether  Dubber  was  thus  deceived,  or  whe- 
ther he,  in  conjunction  with  people  at  the 
public-house,  connived  at  the  boy's  es- 
cape (the  latter  being  by  far  the  most 
probable)  the  boy  did  escape ;  he  ran 
away  somewhere,  and  the  mother  and  her 
elder  son,  the  pauper  plaintifl^  made  the 
best  of  their  way   towards  their  home. 

Mr.    Astlett,  the   constable,  finding 

what  h^d  taken  place,  set  out,  ordering 
Dubber  to  go  with  him,  in  pursuit  of  them. 
The  boy  was  not  to  be  found  ;  but,  they 
took  up  the  brother  and  the  old  woman,  for 
having  aided  in  the  escape,  and  these  they 

brought  to  Botley. Now,  mind,  all  this 

had  taken  4)lace  before  I  Imd  heard  eoen  qf 
the  escape  qf  the  boy.  When  this  had  been 
done,  Mr.  Astlett  came  to  ask  me  what  he 
should  do  with  these  people ;  and,  my 
answer  was  this  :  "  I  have  nothing  to  do 
"  with  the  matter,  Astlett,  nor  do  1  know 
**  whether  you  have  done  right  or  wrong; 
"  but,  as  you  hate  taken  them  into  cus- 
"  tody,  I  think  your  best  way  is  to  take 
"  them  before  Mr.  Smith  (at  Southampton) 
"  who  isau«d  the  warrant  for  taking  the 
"  boy  up."  After  this,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Astlett,  I  determined  on  going  to  South- 
ampton myself ;  and,  havmg  some  other 
business  to  do  with  the  Justice's  Clerk,  I 
told  Mr.  Astlett  that  I  would  meet  him  at 
the  office,  and  get  him  the  best  advice  I  could, 
all  along  telling  him  to  recollect,  that  the  . 
affair  was  none  of  mine  ;  that  it  was  his 
affair ;  that  it  was  to  him  that  I  had  to  look 
for  my  servant ;  and  that,  if  the  servant  was 
not  brought  back,  I  was  resolved  to  punish 

khose  who  had  let  him  escape.-^ ^Thusfar, 

then,  as  to  the  taking  oi'  the  plaintifi^  I  had 

np  hand,nor  had  I  any  knoivledge, When 

I  was  setting  off  to  Southampton,  Mr.  Astlett 
and  Dubber  were  preparing  to  put  tlw  old 
woman  and  the  plaintiff  into  a  cart  to  take 
them  thither ;  and  I  stopped  opposite  the 
place  where  they  were,  to  remind  Mr. 
Astlett  again,  that  the  affair  was  no  affair 
of  mine;  that  he  might  take  them  to 
Southampton  or  not,  just  as  he  pleased; 
but,  that,  if  he  did  take  them  there,  I  would 

get  him  the  best  advice  I  could. 1  then 

proceeded  on  to  the  office  of  the  magis- 
trate's clerk,  whither  I  was  soon  followed 
by  Mr.  Astlett  and  his  prisoners.  Having 
waited  some  time  for  the  clerk's  return 
home,  I  went  myself  to  the  magistrate, 
and  gave  him  a  full  accomit  of  what  had 
patted.      H«  said,  that,  und«r  all  th«  cir- 
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camstances,  the  best  way,  he  thought, 
would  be  for  the  constabh*  to  let  the  peo- 
ple go,  getting  them  to  promise  to  bring 
the  boy  as  soon  as  possible.  According- 
ly, when  I  went  back  to  the  clerk's  office, 
1  told  Mr.  Astlett  this,  and,  as  it  was  Sa- 
turday, we  got  them  to  promise  to  bring 
the  boy  on  the  next  Monday.  They 
were  then  suffered  to  depart,  at  about 
five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  having,  at  the 
utmost,  been  in  dure^  for  not  more  than 
nine  hours,  having  suffered  no  assault,  and 
haying  sastained  no  other  injury  than  the 
loss  of  a  day's  work,  which  they  would 
have  lost,  whether  they  had  been  forcibly 
detained,  or  not;  seemg  that  they  had 
come  from  home,  of  their  own  accord, 
and  were,  by  their  own  free  will,  at  Bot- 
ley  at  eight  or  nine  o'clock  of  the  same  day. 
Their  intention  was;  too,  to  go  to  South- 
ampton along  with  the  boy  ;  so  that,  if 
all  had  went  on  according  to  their  own 
wlmtary  intentions,  they  would  have  had 
to  walk  the  six  miles  and  a  half  that  Mr. 
Astlett  carried  them  in  his  taxed  cart,  and 
would,  of  coarse,  have  suffered  more  than 

tbey  actually  did  suffer. Here,  then,  is, 

the  mighty  "  injury*'!  Here  is  that  "  act 
"  of  cppression,^*  which  has  been  blazoned 
through  the  country  !  And  here  is  that, 
which,  had  we  not  had  a  jury  of  sensible 
and  honest  men,  would  have  extorted  a 
good  round  sum  of  money. 

From  this  statement,  it  must  be  evident 
to  you,  Gentlemen,  and  to  every  one  who 
shall  read  this  letter,  that  I  had  no  hand 
either  in  the  imprisonment,  or  the  deten- 
tion, of  the  pauper  plaintiff*  or  his  mother. 
Not  that  I  think,  that  the  constable  did 
wrong  ;  for,  though  it  might  not  be  ex- 
actly legal,  it  was  quite  reasonable,  that  be 
should  take  before  the  magistrate  those 
who,  whether  by  stratagem  or  force,  had 
rescued  his  prisoner.  But>  though  I  still 
think  that  the  constable  did  right,  I  had 
nothing  ai  all  to  do  with  the  matter,  wiy  more 
than  Mr.  Borough  or  old  George  Rose  him- 
self.— But  now,  as  to  the  real  source  of  this 
action.  In  about  a  fortnight  after  the 
escape  of  the  boy  and  the  taking  up  of  bis 
brother  and  mother,  Mr.  Astlett  and  Dob- 
ber  went  Again  in  teanrb  of  the  boy, 
whom  tbey  found  at  his  father's  bouse. 
What  took  place  m  tbe  boose  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  state  here.  Tfaimn  took  this  torn, 
that  Mr.  Astlett  came  to  Botley  lor  assit* 
Unce,  while  Dobber  was  lefl  in  tbe  gar- 
den to  see  that  tbe  \mj  did  not  escape. 

Now,  observe,  tbe  new  characters  that 

CQDoe  upon  the  icena.— *— On«  Stomx» 


who  was  bailiff  to  Ma.  Gooi>i^\d  (whose 
house  stands  at  a  little  distance),  and 
which  8tone  was  also  tt/thing-mun  of  the 
place,  came  to  Dubber,,and  told  him,  as 
Dubber  say.s,  io<;o  auY/y,for  that  he  had  no 
business  there. — Mr.  Good  lad,  who  lives 
in  the  parish  of  Droxford,  and  who  is  a 
justice  ofthepeacey  was  the  master  of  Wm. 
Burgess,  the  pauper  plaintift*,  and  the  oc- 
casional employer  of  olhet-s  of  the  family. 
I  knew  him  pretty  well,  and  he  had  al- 
ways seemed  to  me  to  be  a  very  harmless 
man.  He  was,  as  I  am  told,  a  salt-dealer 
in  India,  and,  at  his  return,  like  most  other 
persons  who  have  made  fortunes  in  that 
country,  he  built  a  big  white  house  upon 
a  hill;  and  the  spot  being  in  the  tything  of 
Hm,  he  called  his  residence  Hill  Place,-^ 
Poor  Paull,  told  me,  that,  in  India,  hft 
went  by  the  name  of  *'  honest  Dick  Good- 
"  lad;"  and,  I  am  ready  to  confess  that 
his  general  conduct  in  our  neighbourhood, 
has  well  corresponded  with  this  appella- 
tion. He  has  laboured  with  great  judg- 
ment and  effect  in  bettering  tbe  lot  of  the 
poor  ill  his  parish,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
greatly  reducing  the  poor-rates ;  but,  he 
knows  very  well,  that,  even  in  this  way,  / 
hasee  done  a  great  deal  more  than  he  has  ;  he 
knows  very  well,  that  no  labourer  o^mine 
could  have  worn  himself  a  PAUPER. 
However,  he  has  done  a  great  deal,  and, 
I  believe  from  very  good  motives.  So 
well  satisfied  have  1  been  of  this,  that  I, 
about  a  year  ago,  joined  with  the  farmers 
of  tbe  parish  in  a  subscription  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  purchasing  him  a  piece  of  plate^ 
by  way  of  ackoowledffment  for  the  pains 
he  bad  taken  in  arranging  and  conducting 
tbe  affairs  of  the  parish,  particularly  re- 
lating to  the  poor. — — Supb  being  the 
man,  and  such  my  opinion  of  him,  1  was 
very  much  surprised  when,  the  constable 
told  me^  that  tbe  Burgesses  boasted  of 
having  the  tafporl  of  Mr.  Gooiiad.  J  ac« 
cordingly  wrote  to  bim  by  tbe  constable*, 
stating  ID  him  tbe  whole  of  tbe  circum- 
stances, eaatiouing  bim  against  being  de- 
ceived by  tbe  stories  of  tbe  Burgesses, 
and  ezpretting  a  hope,  that  he,  as  a  magis- 
trate, who  BKBt  natondly  desire  to  see  the 
law  duly  executed,  w<mld  give  the  con- 
stable countenance  and  support.  To  my 
utter  astonishment,  tbe  answer  I  received 
was,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  this  : — 
thmi  the  uMe  qf  the  fasdt  ef  resistance  lay 
urith  the  constable  qf  Botley,  whose  ignorancb 
of  his  duty  had  induced  him  to  execute  a  war" 
rtmi  OUT  OF  ais  owy  hundssd;  and,  not 
a  single  word  abotit  giving  tb«  «onstabl« 
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Here,  then,  w«  have  the  origin  of  the 
action.  Let  us  now  see  a  little  of  its  pro- 
gress.  ^The  Auorjuy  was  soon  in  mo- 
tion. Botley,  Di-oxford,  ilill-Pounii,  South- 
ampton, and  the  borders  of  the  Forest, 
heard  the  sound  of  his  horse's  feet,  and 
were  struck  with  the  eager  countenance 
of  the  rider.  He  went  to  Mr.  Astlett  to 
learn  whether  /  hud  not  d)ian4  in  the  niatta-, 
and  Mr-  Astlelt  uniformly  assured  him, 
that  I  kid  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  either  ik 
itHprisonmcnt  or  the  dcieiuion.  JSince  the 
Trial,  IVJr.  Astlett  has  made,  before  a  roa- 
gistrijkte  at  Southampton,  an  Affidavit,  of 
which  Uic  ioilowing  is  a  copy  : 

County  of  1  William  Astlett  of  the 
SouTnAMPTON.  J  parish  cf  Botky,  in  the 
said  county,  constable  of  the  said  parish 
of  Botlev,  personally  appeared  before 
me,  RicTianl  Vernon  Sadlier,  Esq.  one 
•  of  ills  Majesty's  Jui^tices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  said  county  of  Southampton,  and 
made  O.uh, — ^That,  of  the  arrest  of 
William  Burgess,  plaintiff  in  an  action 
tried  at  Winchester,  on  the  20th  instant, 
Wm.  Cobbett,  Esq.  was,  as  far  as  this 
deponent  firmly  believes,  totally  igno- 
rant, until  after  tlie  $aid  arrest  had  taken 
place; — that  this  deponent  never  spo^ 
to,  or  saw,  Mr.  Cobbett  [after  the  es- 
cape of  the  boy  Jesse  Burgess],  until 
about  three  hours  after  the  arrest  had  taken 

place; that  neither  at  that,  or  any 

future,  time,  did  Mr.  Cobbett  aid,  by 
advice  or  otherwise,  in  the  imprisonment 
or  detention  of  the  said  Wiltiam  Burgess  or 

his  mother; that  Mr.  Cobbett,  from 

first  to  last,  said  he  did  not  undnrstnnd 
the  law  in  this  respect,  that  he  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter,  and 
that  he  (this  deponent)  mighl  keep  the 
people,  or  let  them  go,  just  ai  he  pleased; 

And  that,    b^ore  the   action  was 

brought,  he  (this  deponent)  declared  all 
this  to  Mr.  Gunner,  the  plaintiffs  Attorney, 
(Signe<l)        William  Astlett,  ' 
Sworn  at  the  Town  and  Conniij  J 

qfSotnhamp/on,  fkh  *2jth  datf  >  R.  V.  Sadlieb. 
ofJulif,  1809.     Before  me    ) 

Here,  then.  Gentlemen/  yoo  pkunly  we 
the  reason  for  making  tho  coastable  and 
tiie  tytbia^man  parties  aloag  with  me. 
By  so  doing  the  scheoaer*  deprived  me  of 
Um5  pfossibilii^  qfproducijig  evidence  lo  prove 
that  I  had  nothmg  to  do  with  the  matter. 

'As  to  the  confliict  of  the  Jkionau 

that  did  not  at  all.siMrpriae  me»  and  would 
aurprize  nobody.  Tke  naji  was  labour* 
ing  in  his  vocation.    Ua  was  earning  kit 
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countenance  and  support !  The  answer 
further  informed  me,  however,  that  the 
old  woman  and  her  son  William,  the 
pauper  plaintiH;  liad  been  at  tlie  Bcndi  at 
proxford,  where  they  hail  been  told,  that, 
if  their  story  was  true,  thei^  might  bring  an 

action  for  false  imprisownent. 1 1  was  from 

this  letter  that   arose  the  cross  questions, 
put  to  the  old  woman  in  court,  where  it 
appeared  that  ihe  magistrates  at  this  Bench, 
sitting   in  tlieir  capacity  as  magistrates, 
not  only'toid    the  old   woman  and  her 
fjauper  sou,  that  they  had  ground  of  ac- 
tion, but  advised  them  to  go  to  tlie  Auorney 
(Gumier)  for  the  purpose  of  commencing 
the  action.     They   did   not  send  to  me, 
their   neighbour  ;  they   did  not  send  to 
Mr.   Astlett,  one  of  their  peace -oflPicers, 
iind  whose  "  ignorance"  entitled  him,  in  a 
peculiar  manner,  to  their   advice  ;  they 
did  not  do  auy  thin^  of  this  sort,  in  order 
to  come  at  the  r;;.il  fuels  of  the  case ;  but, 
without  a  inomenk's  delay,  counselled   an 
^tion  for  false  imprisonment,  and  sent  oft 
the  people  to  an  Aitorn(.^y  ;    and,  the  oki 
woman,  upon    being  lasiceH,  whether  this 
bench  of  magistrates  gave  Iter  advice  to  take 
her  run-awat/  so»  back  to  his  vmster's  service, 
answered,  that  tltof  did  not. — .-The   per- 
sons geueralli/  composing  this  bench   are 
Uie     Hev.     :Mr.   Poulter,    the    Rev.    Mr. 
Boj/nes,  a  brother  of  ^'/zc/'oi  Cfavering,  and 
Mr.    Goodiad.      From   the  old   woman's 
evidwicQ,  it  appeared,  that,  upon  the  oc- 
casion now  spoken  qf,  there  were  actually 
present,  besides  Mr.  GoodJad;  only  Mr, 
Baynes  and   a  Mr-   Uenjy  Minddn,   the 
^rmeV  of  whom  has  the  merit  of  having, 
from  very  low  life  (his  father  having  kept 
9n  alehouse  at  Bi?ihop'5  Waltham)  got  up 
•  to  the  possession  of  a  pretty  good  living, 
after  having,  i  believe,  had  the  honour  of 
beuig  teacher  to  a  son  of  the  bishop  of 
Ihe  diocese,  ,who,  it  will  be  remejabered, 
IS  a  brother  in-law  of  Poulter.     Of  Mr. 
Henry  Minchin,   the  public  shall   hear 
some  cvrions  particulars  another  time.   At 
any  rate,  >ve  are  all  about  upon  a  footinc  in 
respect  to  [>irtfa..    The  pedigree  of  none 
of  us  need  occasion. much,  trouble  at  the 
Herald's  olUce  ;  so  that,  there  was  no^ 
thing,,  ia    point,  of  eti^uet^ttCs  to    prevent 
these  magisiraies.from  -writing  to  me,  or 
even  to  tDt>cou."itabIe,  and  inquiring  into 
Iho  truth  of  tl*e  malker  ;  hr,  as  to  fmii^ 
(of  which  so  .nji-h  has  .been  said  of  late) 
I  rallicr  ihink,  that,  if  the   matter  were 
Strictly  eiu|uir?d  into,  of  the  whole  of  the 
parties  concerned,  the  cuusuble  would  be 
found  at  the  top  of  the  tree. 
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liring.  It  was  his  callinj^  that  he  was  at 
work  io ;  and  there  are  difiPereiit  sorts  of 
work  for  atiorneys  as  well  as  for  men  of 
other  callings.  But,  what  shall  we  say  to 
Mr.  Borough,  who  talked  of  the  necessity 
of  wflibii^  an  example  of  me;  who  declared 
me  to  he  the  iiutigutor  to  the  arrest ;  who 
mixed  up  politics  with  his  law  ;  and  who, 
with  all  the  qff':fcta(iofi  ^sincerity,  called 
upon  me,  "  ckalien^etT*  rae,  to  produce  a 
isitaess  to  contradict  what  his  witnesses 
would  swear !  And  all  this,  when  he  well 
tnnSf  that  the  onlj/  persons  who  could  pw- 
siifly  disprove  what  the  family  of  Burgess 
would  iweao  were  made  parties  along  mth 
me,  and,  by  that  means,  were  cut  ofi'  from 
being  witnesses;  when  he  well  knew,^ 
when  he  must  have  known,  that  this  was 

the  scheme  from  the  beginning ! He 

said,  thkt  I  was  the  great  aggressor,  and 
that  all,  or,  most  part,  of  the  daniages, 
<i^ht  to  fail  Mipan  me.  Well,  then,  whj/ 
was  the  action  brought  against  Mr.  Ast- 
leu  and  I>al>ber?  Why  noli  have  at- 
tacked me  alone?  Why  harrass  and  put 
to  expence  two  men,  whom  I,  as  was  al- 
Wdged,  had  persuaded,  if  not  forced,  to 
act  Illegally  ?  W^hy  not  leave  them  out, 
9Mi  kace  their  evidence,  which  would  have 
been  80  much  mor§  satbfactory  against 
mci  than  that  of  the  old  woman  and  her 
daughter  ?  If  the  object  was  to  produce 
tn^  and  general  conviction  as  to  my  oppres^ 
tifx  dispositiany  why  stidc  me  into  a  record 
along  with  a  constable  and  a  ty  thing  man } 
^^^ly  not, .  again  I  say,  leave  these  two 
Ben  to  give  evidence  against  me,  the  truth 
<f\Dkich  evidence  nobody  could  have  doiAted  T 
~It  is  useless  to  pursue. these  questions. 
Mr.  Astlett^s  Affidavit  is  an  answer  to  them 
all ;  and,  I  need  not  say  another  word,  to 
enable  any  man  of  common  understanding 
to  a£Bx  to  the  whole  of  this  transactioii, 
and  to  the  several  parties  concerned  in  it, 
the  character   they  deserve,    and  which 

character,  I  trust,  they  will   bear, 1 

vill  just  add,  that  Mr.  A^itlett,  who  is  a 
Blacksmith,  is  a  raaa  of  considerable  pro- 
perty ;  that  he  is  not  at  all  under  my  in- 
floencey  but^  on  the  contrary,  has  oeen 
supposed  to  be  rather  at  variance  with 
Qie«  1  having,  better  than  a  year  aspo, 
Wised  to  employ  him,  whi^h^  before  that 
tine,  I  nscd  to  do. 

My  enemies,  which.  Gentlemen,  are 
Jf«iir  enemies,  and  the  worst  enemies  of  our 
conntry :  I  do  not.  mean  any  poor,  pal- 
try tlupgs  in  the  country ;  but  our  enemies, 
vAa  hiax  power  aver  tie  press  in  London ; 
i^  encaai^  Uk^  aU  m^  who  are  more 


linder  the  influence  of  viadicttve  passions 
than  of  reason,  have,  in  this,  as  in  m  my 
other  instances,  contributed  towards  my 
elevation  in  their  endeavpurs  to  pull  mt ' 

down. In  the^rst  place,  by  the  very 

noise,  that  tliey  have  made  about  ihis  ac* 
tioD,  without  any  tt\ing  else,  they  cootess 
their  fear  of  me,  and  proclaim  their  hi^ 
opinion  of  my  consequence  in  the  country. 
There  is  no  man,  who  reads  what  they 
have  caused  to  be  published,  who  must 
not,  from  the  bare  magnitude  of  the  pub* 
lication,  when  compared  with  the  result, 
conceive  a  high  notion  of  the  ptrson  at- 
tacked. He  must  withodt  any  reasoning 
at  all,  imbibe  a  high  opinion  of  my  con- 
sequence in  the  country* Mr.  Borough 

called  me  plain  "  Cobbett,"  and  the  Jud^;c, 
in  suniming  up,  observed  upon  what  Mr, 
Jekyli  had  said  about  my  being  a  ** public 
"  character,^*  tiiat  he  did  not  see  any  rea- 
son for  giving  that  appellation  to  "  a  man 
"who  wrote  in  a  neivs-paper/'     With  al4 
my  heart.     1  do  not  want  to  be,  or  to  b^ 
thought,    a  "public  character;'*  but,    th« 
vexation  of  it  is,  my  enemies,  and  the  ene- 
mies of  my  country,  will  make  me  one  j 
they  will  insist  upon  my  being  a  public 
character;  1  must  bo  so,  in  spite  of  all  my 
efforts'to  bury  myself  in  wo6ds  and  in  tields. 
"  A  man  who  writes  in  a  news-paper^'  is  an 
appellation  that  will  do  very  well  for  bw; 
but,  they  will  not  let  me  bc<juietwith  it; 
thev  will  suffer  no  act  of  mme,  no  office 
of  Tife  performed  by  me,  to  pass  with  that 
degree  9f  notice  which  is  bestpwed  upoo 
the  acts  and  offices  of  common  men.     1^ 
for  instance,  Mr.  Poulter  or  Mr.  Sturges 
(who  is  another  very  oear  neighbour  of  the 
Burgesses)   had   happened  to  have  beea 
defendant,  the  other  day,  in  my  place* 
there  would  not  have  been  twenty  people 
present  to  hear  the  trial ;  and,  if  any  no- 
tice at  all  of  it  had  been  taken  in  th^ 
news-papers,  that  notice  would  have  been 
squeezed  into  three  lines.    They  wish  to 
sink  me  into  oblivion  ;  and,  they  have  sq 
j  ably  managed  the  matter  as  to  make  cvea 
i  the  sound  of  my  name  sufficient  to  call  to- 
!  gether  a  multitude  of  people,  in  any  part 
;  of  the  kingdom.      When   the  run-away 
j  boy  was  retaken  at  Winchester,  and  I  went 
j  before  the  magistrate  to  give  an  informa- 
I  tion  against  him,  the  room  was  instantly 
filled  with  black  coats  and  white  heads. 
i  It  was  quite  charming  to  see,  that  the 
poor  had  so  many  frieiuls  amongst  the  fat 
fellows  assembled.     I  think  there  wer# 
,  four,  \v\io gratuitQMsfy  pleaded  for  the  boy; 
I  while  '*poor  boy !"  issued  from  the  mouthi 
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of  fifty  people  at  once,  who  live  in  lazi- 
ness upon  the  labour  ot*  the  poor. 

If  it  were  not  useless  to  be  angry,  one 
might,  and  I  do  think,  without  any  sin  at 
jll,  wish  for  the  power  of  exterminating 
this  race  of  hypocrites,  who,  so  far  from 
believing  me  to  be  an  oppressor  of  the 
poor,count,ainongsttheir  reasons  for  hating 
me,  thai,  as  far  as  my  personal  influence 
extends,  I  have  made  ihe  labouring  people 
comparatively  indc  pendent.  It  is  a  shame 
for  me,  at  such  a  time  as  this,  when  the 
most  interesting  political  subjects  present 
themselves  for  discussion  :  it  is  a  shame 
for  me,  at  such  a  time,  to  fill  my  pages 
with  my  own  domestic  concerns;  but,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  Court-Martial,it  is  really 
rendered  necessary  for  the  sake  of  the  pub- 
lic cause.  I  am  informed,  that,  so  early  as 
Friday  last,  the  very  day  after  the  trial, 
the  walls  in  London  were  covered  over  with 
large  bills  about  the  "  OPPRESSIONS 
OFCOBliETT;'*  and  "COBBETT,TME 
OPPRESSOR  OF  THE  POOR/'  &c.  &c. 
These  posting  bills  cost,  perhaps,^j/pmmrf5 
a  day !  And,  by  the  time  that  this  thing 
is  done  with,  it  will,  I  dare  say,  cause  an 
expenditure  of,  at  the  very  least,  ten 
ifiousand pounds.  This  is  doing  pretty  wel  1 
for  the  purpose  of  circulating  the  Know- 
ledge or  an  action^  in  which  I  am  brought 
in  for  damages  to  the  amount  of  3/.  6s. 
BcL  ;  nor  is  it  amiss  to  bear  in  mind,  that 
these  publications,  these  wonderful  exer- 
tions of  philanthrophy,  are  making  by 
those  very  persons,  who,  from  first  to  last, 
detended  the  conduct,  all  and  every  part 
4)f  the  conduct,  of  the  Jailor  Arts' 


For  these  reasons,  for  the  sake  of  the  pub- 
lic cause^  which  is  thus  sought  to  be  injured 
through  me,  1  think  I  .shall  be  excused  for 
stating  some  facts,  which  will,  much  better 
than  any  general  description,  enable  those 
who  do  not  know  me  to  judge  of  my  cha- 
racter as  a  master  or  employer. In  the 

first  place,  I  have  made  it  a  rule,  that  I 
will  have  the  labour  of  no  man,  who  re- 
ceives parish  relief,  I  gite  him,  outof  f7/y 
ofuin  pocket,  let  his  family  be  what  it  may, 
enough  to  beep  them  well,  without  any  re- 
;ard  to  what  wages  other  people  give ;  for 
will  employ  no  pauper,  I  pay  poor- 
rates,  part  of  which  go  to  the  maintenance 
of  other  people's  labourers;  but,  any 
thing  in  the  shape  of  parish  relief;  any 
thing  to  obtain  which  a  man  is  to  humble 
himself  into  a  pauper,  1  never  suffer  a  la- 
bourer of  mine  to  receive. In  the  next 

place,  I  give  my  men  constant  pay,  all 
Kasom  aud  all  weathers.    My  labourers 
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have  none  of  those  anxieties  about  the 
V\eaiher  that  labourers  in  general  have; 
and,  though  I  have  no  rule  about  sickness, 
I  have  never  yet  had,  amongst  my  constant 
labourers,  a  sick  man,  whom  I  did  not  pay 

all  the  same  as  if  he  were  well. 1  have 

now  four  men  whom  I  employ  constantly, 
one  has  been  with  me  ever  since  I  first 
came  to  reside  at  Botley ;  one  about  two 
years   and   a   half;    and   the    other  two 
about  a  year   and    a  half;    and  to  only 
two  of  these  men,   and  that  upon  only 
one  occasion,  did  I  ever  give  an  angry 
word.     These  men  have  always  been  by 
tfieweck,  so  that,  once  in  every  seven  days, 
they  have  had  an  opportunity  of  quitting 
me,  if  they  chose. ^I  wish  the  hungry- 
looking  philanthropists,  who   exclaimed, 
"poor  boy!"   over  my  run-away  carter, 
could  see  my  labourers.     I  wish  still  more 
that  we  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing 
them  with    their   half-staiTed    wretches, 
who,  from   sheer  poverty  of   blood,  are 
eaten  up  with  disease.     1  wish  all  England 
could  see  my  labourers  and  compare  them 
with  those  who  have  hatched  against  me 
this    charge    of .  oppression.       lias    Mr. 
Borough  labourers.^    If  be  has,  I  here  offer 
to  bet  him  the  amount  of  the  damages  he 
laid  against  the  amount  of  the  damages  he 
got,  that  any  three  of  my  labourers  receive 
as  much  from  me  as  any  ^ve  of  bis  la- 
bourers receive  from   him.     Come,  Mr. 
Goodlad,  PJl  offer  you  a  bet ;  and  that  is, 
that  I  pay  one  fourth  more,  all  the  year  round, 
to  a  labourer  who  has  only  dne  arm,  than 
you  pay  to  your  labourer,  William  Bur- 
gess, the  pauper  plaintiff.     No  labourer  of 
mine  has,  indeed,  the  advantage  of  being 
able  to  sivear  himself  a  pauper ;  no  man  who 
labours  for  me,  no  man  whose  sweat  drops 
u[>on  my  land,  however  large  his  family, 
stands  in  need  of  any  tiling  but  what  I 
give  him  in  the  shape,  not  of  alms,  but  of 
pay;  but  William  Burgess,  a  labourer  of 
this  INIr.  Goodlad,  one  of  those  who  ad- 
vised the  action,  could,  with  only  one  child, 
and  fie  an  able  young  man,  swear  himself  a 

pauper! 1  do  not  pretend,  that  it  is 

from  a  regard  for  my  labourers  that  I  give 
such  great  wages  ;  for,  I  am  convinced, 
that  it  is  my  interest  to  do  it.  One  of  my 
labourers  is  worth  two  or  three  half-fa- 
mished creatures.  But,  my  great  motive 
is,  the  lessetiing  of  the  number  of  paupers ; 
,the  setting  an  example  in  this  way,  that 
may  tend  to  raise  part,  at  least,  of  the 
labouring  people  firom  that  state  of  slavery, 
commonly  called  pauperism.  No  man  that 
is  ia  healthy  that  has  the  use  of  his  limbs, 
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^nd  is,  in  all  respects,  able  to  labour,  ought 
to  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  ol  begging; 
aod  what  is  it  but  begging,  to  go  weekly 
for  parish  relief  ?  This  is  the  most  shock- 
ing thing  tkat  ever  existed  in  any  country 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  That  one  half, 
or  more,  of  the  labourers  of  a  country 
should  be  paupers,  is  really  something  too 
disgraceful  to  think  of.  I  have  always 
thought  this,  and  now  that  I  have  it  in 
my  power  to  put  my  principles  in  prac- 
tice, I  do  it  as  far  as  I  possibly  can.  A 
constant  state  of  pauperism  would  debase 
the  best  nature  that  man  ever  possessed. 
A  labourer  in  this  state  is  always  studying 
deceit ;  be  is  afraid  of  nothing  so  much 
as  of  appearing  prosperous,  healthy,  or 
happy  ;  he  contracts  a  plaintive  langi:agc 
and  manner  ;  the  worst  side  he  always 
puts  outwards ;  his  children  are  studiously 
clad  in  rags  and  covered  with  Blth ;  his 
wife  is  always  "  poorly;"  and,  in  short, 
a  few  years  robs  him  of  every  particle  of 
spirit  and  sincerity.  He,  like  slaves  every 
where  else  (for  to  have  notfiin^  is  to  be  a 
slate),  has  no  regard  for  country,  or  for 
any  thing  attached  to  country  ;  and  all 
his  hopes  :ind  all  his  wishes  centre  in  the 
quantity  of  food  to  be  extracted  from  the 
overseer.  Is  it  not  shocking  to  reflect 
upon  the  natural,  the  inevitable,  conse- 
quences of  rearing  families  in  this  way  ? 
1  never  shoald  have  a  moment's  peace,  if 
a  labourer  of  mine  was  thus  rearing  up  a 
brood  of  hypocrites.  A  family,  thus 
reared,  not  only  is  likely  to  be,  but  is 
sure  to  be,  a  nest  of  thieves  and  im- 
postors. Nor  is  the  "  comforting  system" 
much  better ;  the  cow-system,  the  child- 
bed-linen system,  the  church-going  sys- 
tem, and  the  industry  system,  ail  which, 
like  the  schools  of  Mrs.  Hannah  More,  do 
more  harm  than  good.  In'  fact,  all  the 
largtsses  that  well-meaning  people  bestow, 
in  any  of  these  ways,  are  so  many  pre- 
9iiums  for  hypocrisy,  which,  amongst  the 
poor  in  particular,  is  the  worst  of  all  vices. 
A  good  labourer  may  be  in  distress.  Give 
him  something,  then,  at  once,  and  say  no 
more  about  it.  Let  him  do  with  it  what 
he  pleases.  Make  no  bargains  with  him 
about  his  morality ;  for,  if  you  do,  you 
make  him  a  hypocrite.  It  is  quite  de- 
ligiitful  to  see  this  village  of  Botley,  when 
compared  to  "  njost  others  that  1  know. 
They  seem  here  to  be  quite  a  different 
nice  of  people.-  They  are  what  some  peo- 
ple call  saucy,  but,  they  are  .not  hypo- 
crites. They  are,  in  short,  what  £nglish- 
ntcn  ought  to  he;  they  show  their  hu- 


mours when  they  like;  they  give  $heir 
labour  (or  your  money,  and  think  there  is 
no  obligation  on  either  side.  Beautiful  as 
is  this  part  of  the  country,  and  this  village 
in  particular,  there  is  nothing  in  either 
that  pleases  me  like  the  spirit  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  are  a  race  of  men  quite  different 
from  those,  who,  in  the  school  of  pauperism, 
have  learnt  alT  the  arts  of  cringing  and 

dissimulation. The  way,  in  which  we 

have  proceeded  here,  is  really  worth  being 
made  public,  and  may,  with  a  little  indi- 
vidual exertion,  be  turned  to  great  and 
general  utility.  As  an  instance :  we  had 
two  families,  one  of  which  contained  nine 
children  and  the  other  seven,  the  whole 
of  whom,  drawn  up  in  rank-intire,  and 
set  off  to  the  best  advantage,  that  is  to 
say,  half  hung  over  with  rags,  the  rest 
of  the  body  being  naked,  were  arrayed 
against  us  before  a  bench  of  magistrates. 
We  were  satisfied,  that,  owing  to  par- 
ticular circumstances,  they  had  quite  a 
sufficient  income;  but,  as  we  could  not 
prove  it  upon  oath,  the  magistrates  were 
about  to  order  them  relief,  when  I  offered 
to  pay  them  weekly  all  that  they  said  they 
•arned,  and,  besides  that,  as  much  as  they 
received  frmn  the  parish,  rather  than  suffer 
them  to  continue  paupers.  They  declined 
my  offer,  got  no  relief,  and  have  not  only 
done  without  relief  since,  but  have  gradu- 
ally assumed  a  more  decent  and  prosper- 
ous appearance ;  and,  for  this  very  obvious 
reason,  that  they  have  no  longer  an  inter^ 
est  in  being  tJiought  miserable.  Here  were, 
at  once,  sixteen  children  raised  from  a  state 
of  pauperism  ;  that  is  to  say,  from  all  sorts 
of  vice,   but  particularly  of  that  worst  of 

all  vices,  hypocrisy. 1  have  mentioned 

this  in  the  hope  that  some  few  persons,  at 
least,  who  have  the  power,  will  try  the  ex- 
periment ;  will  endeavour  to  lesson  this  ter- 
rible evil  of  pauperism.  The  fact  is,  that, 
as  matters  now  stand,  the  paupers  are  ji^rt- 
ners  in  no  inconsiderable  part  of  the  pro- 
perty of  every  farmer ;  and.  Gentlemen, 
1  beg  you  to  observe,  thut  this  part  of  your 
property  is  not  left  to  yourselves  to  distri- 
bute, but  is  taken  out  of  your  hands  at  the 
will  of  the  next  bench  of  magistrates,  a 
great  part  of  whose  sway  consists  in  the 
disposing  of  fhat^  part  of  your  pcoperty 
called  Poor-rates;  and  thus,  this  disgrace- 
ful evil  of  pauperism,  does,  in  st^me  degree, 
produce  your  sntyection  also,  of  which  it  is 
impossible  to  get  rid  by  any  other  means 
than  these,  of  which  I  have  been  speaking. 
The  power  to  dispose  of  this  money  is  fre- 
quently, tiid>  iiideed^  aknost  always^in 
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this  county,  in  the  haixls*  of  thosc^  who 
pai/  littU  or  no  part  of  it,  Thi»  \a,  of  itself, 
^  veiy  galling  consideration  ;  but,  as  1 
said  b;etore,  there  is,  at  present,  no  way 
Qif  getting  rid  of,  or  lessening,  the  evil, 
without  reducing,  by  some  menntt  or  other, 
tjie  number  of  p.iupers. 

To  return  agnin,  for  a  few  minutes  to 
the  subject  of  my  treatment  of  labouring 
people,  I  do  not  know  any  thing  more  de- 
cisive that  I  can  say  than  this  :  I  do  not 
like  to  throw  out  a  ^«er a/ challenge,  but  1 
will  select  a  few  remarkable  gentlemen  in 
the  county  ;  and  first  tiiere  are  the  two 
County  Members,  Messrs.  Chute  9ind  llccuh- 
eote  ;  then  there  is  the  Hi^h  Sheriff ;  then 
there  is  Mr.  Boroikrhy  the  Chairman  of  the 
Uuartcr  Sessions  ;  and,  lastly,  there  is  Old 
George  Rose.  Now,  if  my  labourers  do 
not,  upon  an  average,  receive  from  me 
constantly,  above  one  fourth  part  more 
pay,  than  the  labourers  of  these  gentle- 
men, or  anv  of  ihem,  receive  from  them^ 
I  will  then  be  content  to  pass  for  a  grinder 

of  the  poor. Of  all  the  char^/ts   that 

could  have  been  invente<l,  that  of  being  a 
hard  rpaster,  or  employer,  is  the  one  that 
ftuits  me  least.  All  those  who  know  ine, 
know  that  I  never  higgle  as  to  prices  in 
any  c;ise  whatever  ;  thai  I  never  attempt 
to  beat  any  body  down  ;  never  attenipt 
to  cheapen  any  thing ;  never  waste  any 
of  the  precious  moments  of  life  in  this  sort 
of  lying  and  cheating.  If  the  public  would 
know  what  I  am  in  this  respect,  let  them 
look  at  those  who  have  been  long  em- 
ployed uncJer  me.  Let  them  look  at  Mr. 
Bagshaw  and  Mr.  Budd,  both  of  whom 
have  been  constantly  employed  by  nie, 
in  one  way  or  another,  ever  since  my  re- 
turn to  England.  A  young  man,  who  was 
my  shop-man,  in  Americi^,  and  whom  I 
took  from  being  a  journey  man  book-binder, 
now  has  the  business  which  I  had  at  Nitw 
York.  This  prosperity  is  not  too  much  ; 
it  is  not  more  than  they  have  all  merited  ; 
but,  it  has  been  invariably  the  case  with 
those  employed  by  me,  that,  if  sober  and  |  than  theonethattL-^canceci/r^to  thern^  and 


frankness  zmA  sincerity  which  they  always 
experience  from  me,  that  freedom  lU  con- 
versation, that  unrestrained  familiarity; 
and  that  absence  of  every  thing  like  super* 
ciliousness  or  austerity,  which  have  always 
marked  my  character,  and,  in  all  which, 
to  the  surprize  of  most  obsejv*  rs,  I  indulge, 
witi)  my  children  as  well  as  with  all  others 
under  me,withputat  all  lessening  t  he  weight 
of  my  auihorily.  That  reserve,  that  diaiaut 
behaviour,  and  all  those  arts,  which  are  so 
often  resmled  to  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing up  a  consequence  in  the  eyes  of  infe- 
riors, 1  despise*  I  would  sooner  eain  my 
bre:id  with  a  mattock  or  a  spade,  than 
make  use  of  such  aris.  In  short,  1  do  not ' 
believe,  that,  in  the  whole  world,  there  is 
one  maw  more  completely  happy  in  family 
and  in  those  under  hi.s  authority  than  I 
am  ;  and,  1  do  not  believe,  that  there  are 
many  who  deserve  it  more.  In  :iiy  house 
we  kn(iw  of  no  such  thing  as  blue-devils 
(which,  by-the-hye,  are  much  worse  than 
black  devils) ;  we  know  of  no  lowness  of 
spirits ;  we  are  always  sober,  always  in* 
dustrious,  always  up  early  in  the  morning ; 
and,  likQ  the  Qualiers,  wc  are  ncvtr  gi^, 
and,  therefore,  we  are  ahvays  cheurfuL  Our 
taste  is  to  lay  out,  what  \ie  are  able  to  lay 
out,  upon  u^fuL  Uihour;  upon  that  the  el- 
fccts  of  which  will,  in  one  way  or  another, 
be  seen  and  telt  when  v^  shall  be  no 
more.  This  is  our  taste,  and  not  to  ex- 
haust our  substance,  and  entail  a  life  of 
dependence  upon  our  children,  by  vain 
and  empty  attempts -at  show.  We  have 
too  just  notions  of  what  constitutes  happi- 
ness, as  well  asof  what  is  our  duty  towardf 
our  children,  to  waste,  in  vain  parade,  tliat 
which  Diay  muke  those  children  as  inde* 
pf^idcnt  in  condi>ct  as  we  are.  Our  maxim 
ix.  that  we  have  no  rigfu  to  live  in  a  stile 
higher  than  that  in  which  we  have  a  fair 
chance  of  enabling  each  of  our  children  to 
live  ;  that  it  would  be  aimiiiai  in  us  to 
bring  our  faipily  wp  in  st  way,  which 
would  induce  them  to  expect  a  life  higher 


industrious,  they  have  rapidly  riseu  in  life, 
I  myself  being  to  them  an  example  of  so- 
briety and  industry.  vAccordii>gly,  1  have 
been,  and  I  am,  better  served  than  any 
body  else.  Those  wlw  have  been  long 
employed  by  me,^  not  only  like  my  enn 
ployment,  hut  they  like  me  personally 
better  than  they  like  any  otlier  man  in  the 
world,  and  this,  not  from  any  wheedling 
or  coaxing  they  get  from  me  ;  not  firom 
any  cant  about  humanity ;  not  on  account 
ofaBy/Mcilarcrm^;  but  on  account  of  that 


which  might  lead  them  to  become  depen- 
dents upon  the  government,  that  is  to  say, 
a  hii^hcr  sort  qfpaujicra,  and  tempt  them  to 
do  all  manner  of  ^ase  and  infamous  ic^s. 
We  see  too  many  of  those  miserable  crea* 
tures,  who,  with  all  the  outward  show  oi 
ease  and  faiety,  lead  a  life  of  continual 
care  and  woe ;  we  sea  too  much  of  this 
splendid  beggary;  we  see  too  n»any  o^ 
these  highf^r  sort  ol'  pauper^,  to  thinfe  of 
imitat'mg  them  ;  and,  indeed,  il  is  because 
we  are  happy  and  ind^pcndeat,  because 
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we  care  for  none  of  tbern,  because  we  des- 
pise them,  becautie  we  are  a  living  satire 
upon  their  baseut^Sd,  tbat  they  hate  us,  nnd 
\vuukl  sihully  see  us  exterminated.  They 
put  me  in  raind  of  Milton's  Devil,  in  the  1 
ganltn  of  Eden,  lo<>king  round  thtt  bush 
and  tjnastiing  his  fangs,  at  Adam  and  i.ve. 
Xovv,  Gentlemen,  it  is  really  a  shame, 
at  a  time  llXe  thi-^,  to  fill  a  public  paper 
(whic  h  ought  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to 
jioluicui  topics)  with  matter  like  tliis ; 
but,  what  am  I  to  do  ?  I  have  carclully  exa- 
mined the  news-papers,  commonly  calWd 
ministerial,  and,  I  iind,  that,  for  more  than 
tuQ  mouths  priRt,  more  space  has  been  oc- 
cupied with  ME,  than  with  the  Emperor 
Napoleon,  the  Archduke  Chvirics,  and  Siy 
Artliur  Wellesley,  all  put  together;  and, 
1  could  almost  venture  U)  assert,  that, 
during  that  time,  there  have  be\"n,  in 
various  ways,  not  less  than  fro.n  twenty  to 
thirty  thousand poimds  expended  uf)oii  p\ib- 
lications  against  me.  The  Trial,  relating  to 
this  pauper,  was,  as  1  before  observed,  in- 
serted in  those  {xapers  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  account  of  that  battle,  which,  in  all 
stability,  has  decided  the  fate  of  conti- 
ucntal  Europe.  In  short,  when  compared 
to  the  deHeatuig  of  me,  the  defeating  of 
Buonaparte  appeal's  to  he  con  aide  red  as  a 
mere  trifle  His  fearful,  his  terrific  suc- 
ce^,  really  seems  to  have  been  overlooked 
during  the  tide  of  joy  excited  by  the  da- 
mages of  ^3.  6«.  8ii.  ohtaioed  against  me 
at  Winchester;  and,  all  that  appears  to 
have  been  wanting,  was,  the  firing  of  the 
Park  and  Tower  guns,  whea  tlic  news  of 
this  famous  achievement  was  received. 
This  being  the  case,  I  am  compelled,  in 
spite  of  my  natural  inclination,  to  consider 
myself  as  a  person  of  gre^  consequence 
Bet  only  in  this  county,  but  through  the 
kingdom ;  I  am  compelled  to  consider 
whatever  relates  to  my  conduct  or  ray  cha- 
racter as  beiag  of  grcutp^Uc  impcirtance, 
and  as  being  deeply  interesting  to  all 
descriptions  of  persons.  '*  Greatness  is 
**  thi'usted  upon  me;"  and,  as  if  it  were 
impossibke  to  do  the  thing  suiiiciently  m 
London,  recourse  has  been  hacl  to  the  as- 
sistance of  my  neighbours  ia  the  country. 
i,  thereibre,  have  no  need  of  any  apolegy 
i»t  this  long  address  upon  matters  relating 
almost  wholly  to  myself;  for,  the  fiact  no- 
toriensly  is,  ibat,  notwithstanding  the  gre^l 
events  that  »re  passing  upon  the  contment 
of  Europe,  there  is,  in  England,  no  subject 
whalever,  which  excites  so  mpch  public 
iatefeit  as  the  cbanict«r  and  condvcl  of 
WiUiamCobtMtt. 


The  Pauper^ i  Acti&h.  p  IS 

One  word,  (tentlemeit,  by  way  of  coa* 

elusion,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Jud^AQil  the  Jury,  Same  persons  thought, 
that  the  Judge's  summing  up  was  hostik 
towards  me.  1  must  confess,  that  I  did  not 
think  so.  It  was  next  to  impossible  that 
he  should  have  any  notion  of  the  casQ 
as  it  must  n^m  appear  to  you  and  to  the 
public.  There  was  a  buz  of  calumny 
and  false ho4jd  again >t  me,  running  through 
the  city  of  \\  iaichester.  Little  or  much 
of  this  woulu  uatu rally  reach  the  cars  of 
the  Judye,  an  I  those  ears  he  could  not 
shut.  BaL,  iudcf.endent  of  this,  the  coi* 
denc£  was  such,  tlut,  unless  the  Judge  had 
known  the  parties,  and  the  whole  history 
of  the  thing,  I  do  not  see  how  he  was  to 
draw  any  other  conclusion  tli.in  what  he 
did.  In  short,  I  saw  in  the  judge's  con- 
duct nothing  that  appeared  to  me  at  all 
unfair  ;.  and,  I  hr)pe,  that,  in  a  similar 
case,  I  should  have  acted  just  as  he  did. 
- — -The  }ury,  not  one  of  whom  did  I 
know,  and  not  one  of  whom  lives,  I  think, 
\yithin  ten  or  twelve  miles  of  Botley, 
would,  howtver,  nuturally  be  be  ter  ac- 
quaintesi  with  the  real  nature  of  the  case 
than  tlu^  judge.  They  were,  for  the  most 
part,  farmers;  an«l,  as  a  great  ta:k  had 
been  excited  by  the  falsehooiis  which  my 
enemies  were  circulating,  these  I'arm- 
cri  woiihi  naiurally  make  inquiries  amongst 
the  farmers  from  my  neitcl^bouHiuod,  and 
would,  thereby,  gt  t  at  son>ethmg  nearer 
the  tru;h.  Tuey  would  perceive,  loo, 
ihnt  which  the  Judge  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  perceive,  relative  to  tiie  conduct 
(^  the  heiKh  at  Droxford.  The  moment 
we  got  the  Old  Woman  to  confess,  that 
a  bench  of  tka^istratei,  before  whom  she 
went,  did  not  recommend  her  to  induce 
her  run-away  son  u»  return  to  his  master's 
service,  hut  advised  her  to  briJkj;  an  action 
Of^itist  that  master  and  tJiC  two  peace-qficers, 
who  alone  could  be  witnesses  for  hip* ;  tlie 
moment  we  got  th.'  Old  Woman  to  con- 
fess this,  the  jury  must  have  se<*o  to  the 
bottom  of  the  mitter.  Still,  however, 
there  was  J  he  evidence,  which,  owing  to 
the  circumstances  befor^'  mentionesl,  we 
could  not  overset :  and  therffore,  it  was 
impossible  not  to  give  the  verdict  against 
U8  ;  but,  the  jury  took  care,  at  the  same 
time,  to  B(^i  justly,  aiul  they  thereby  most 
cTuelly  disappointed  those  expectations, 
which  many  had  evidently  formed.  Had 
the  judsfe  and  jury  seen  the  case  in  its 
true  light,  had  the  forms  of  law  }>ermitted 
me  to  produce  the  evidence  that  1  t'ould 
have  produc«d^  the  damages  would  not 
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have  been  sufficient  to  purchase  the  Attor- 
ney a  glass  of  grog,  or  a  quid  of  tobacco ; 
and  yet  the  bets  ran  at  between  300/.  and 
500/.  ;  and  the  jury  were,  by  some  gay- 
dressed  rabble  that  stood  near  a  friend  of 
mine,  execrated  almost  to  their  teeth. 
The  disappointment  of  Mr.  Borough,  who 
appeared  to  be  the  favourite  of  the  day, 
was  the  most  striking.  While  the  Jury 
were  consulting,  he,  with  folded  brief  in 
one  hand  and  pen  in  the  other,  was  pre- 
pared to  noie  doxvn  the  verdict.  His  body 
was  not  on  tip-toe,  for  he  sat  down,  but 
his  mind  manifestly  was.  Tlie  jury  paused 
a  little.  He  dipt  bis  pen  afresh,  and 
again  brought  ^t  to  the  attitude  of  making 
the  to-be-celebrated  record.  His  eager- 
ness was  observed.  He  affected  to  chat. 
A  jury-man  made  a  half  turn :  back  came 
the  pen,  replenished  with  a  new  dip. 
Thus  he  sat,  his  arms  upon  the  table,  his 
eye  fixed  upon  the  jury-box,  all  his  mus- 
cles strained,  apparently,  to  their  utmost 
stretch — when,  at  the  sound  of  the  words 
ten  pounds,  down,  with  a  sort  of  fling,  went 
the  brief  out  of  one  hand  and  the  pen  out 
of  t'other.  That  these  workings  of  anx- 
iety and  disappointment  were  not  confin- 
ed to  the  breasts  of  the  pauper's  counsel 
was  very  evident  from  that  longitude  of 
face,  which,  at  the  moment  when  Mr. 
Borough  drofH  his  pen  and  brief,  became 
;  dolefully  visible  in  some  of  the  gayest 
and  most  smirking  of  the  boxes. 

Thus,  Gentlemen,  bui-st  that  bubble, 
which  the  envy  and  haired  of  some,  and 
the  folly  of  others,  had  blown  up  till  it 
assumed  a  magnitude  superior  to  that  of 
all  the  other  causes  brought  before  the 
court ;  and  thus,  it  is  possible,  though  by 
no  means  certain,  that  my  and  your  ene- 
mies received  a  lesson  from  an  honest 
Jury,  that  may  be  useful  to  them  in  future. 
Nothing  so  completely  as  this  aflair,  and 
the  publications  thai  have  arisen  out  of  it, 
could  prove  to  the  whole  nation,  to  what 
low  and  despicable  means  of  calumny 
my  enemies  are  capable  of  resorting. 
Gentlemen,  all  that  my  friends,  that  is  to 
say,  the  friends  of  the  Constitution  of  Eng- 
land, have  to  do,  is,  to  put  to  my  enemies 
this  question:  "Would  YOU  have  ad- 
**  vised,  or  pushed  on,  or  had  even  the 
"  smallcit  s/iare  in,  that  action  against  Mr. 
''Cobbett?"  Put  this  question  to  them 
individually/;  put  this  question  to  each  man 
in  the  face  of  all  companies.  Ask  them, 
then,  whether  they  never  swear  at  those 
with  whom  they  are  angry  ?  And,  if  the 
blush  of  shame  does  not  come  upon  their 


cheek,  if  they  are  such  double-distilled 
hypocrites  as  still  to  aHect  horror  at  such 
expressions,  set  them  down  for  the  dis- 
ciples of  some  gatnbling,  drunken,  impious, 
political  priest. 

With  every  sentiment  of  regard, 
I  am. 
Your  friend, 

W«.  COBBETT. 
Botleif,  26th  July  1 809. 

SUMMARY  OF  POUTICS. 

Austria. 1   need   not  remind   the 

reader  what  have  been  my  opinions  as  to 
the  result  of  the  war  between  Austria  and 
France.  He  will  not  fail  to  bear  in  mind, 
that,  while  the  philosophers  of  the  Morn- 
ing Post  and  the  Courier  were  shouting 
victory ;  and  while  even  the  sensible  men, 
who  write  in  the  Chronicle,  the  Times, 
and  the  Statesman,  were  almost  ready  to 
join  in  the  shout,  I  was  using  the  utmost  of 
my  endeavours  to  prevent  the  public  from 
conceiving  those  hopes,  which  could  do  no 
good  if  realized,  and  which,  if  disappoint- 
ed, must  produce  much  mischief.  From 
the  beginning  of  this  ill-starred  war  I  pre- 
dicted what  has  now  taken  place.  I  never 
could  see  the  smallest  reason  to  believe,, 
that  the  war  would  be  successful  on  the 
part  of  Austria;  but,  I  found  people  enough 
ready  to  believe  it  without  any  reason 
at  all.  If  my  advice  (and  why,  since  they 
will  have  me  to  be  so  great  a  man,  should 
I  not  oiler  my  advice)  ?  if  my  advice  had 
been  taken,  the  emperor  of  Austria  might 
now  have  been  safe  at  Vienna,  and  some 
millions,  perhaps,  of  English  money,  the 
fruit  of  English  labour,  would  now  have 
been  in  our   possession,  instead  of  being 

expended  upon  this  war. It  is,  hof»- 

ever,  now  too  late  to  talk  of  this.  It 
appears  but  too  manifest,  that  my  opi- 
nion expressed  only  the  weel^  before  last, 
namely,  that  Napoleon  was  "  upon  the 
^*  eve  of  telalfy  annUdlating  the  authority 
"  of  the  House  of  Austria,^'  is  now  likely 
to  be  speedily  verified.  This  being  the 
case,  the  manner  of  it  is  of  little  import- 
ance. It  signifies  not  a  straw,  whether  he 
do  away  the  nume^  or  whether  he  sufier  that 
to  exist,  so  that  he  does  away,  in  e&ct, 

the  power  heretofore  belonging  to  it. 

Let  us  now,  then,  as  I  proposed  in  my  first 
Letter  to  the  King,  look  ai  home.  In  that 
letter,  I  anticipated  what  has  now  taken 
place;  and,  it  was,  because  I  was  sa 
rally  convinced  that  it  would  take  place ; 
i(  was  for  this  reason  principally«  that  I 
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addressed  myself  to  the  King,  in  the  hope 
of  thereby  exciting  more  attentioji  to  a 
subject  of  vital  importance,  not  only  to 
the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  people, 
but  to  the  independence  of  the  country,  and, 
of  coarse,  to  the  security  of  his  Wijesty's 

throne. The    case    supposed    in   that 

Letter,  the  complete  subjugation  of  the 
continent  of  Europe  by  Napoleon,  is,  I 
think  it  will  not  be  denied,  now  at  no 
great  distance.  For  my  part,  I  can  see 
nothing  upon  the  continent  to  prevent  it ; 
and,  as  to  o\ir  expedition,  1  will  not,  I  can- 
not talk  of  it ! 1    may  be  deceived. 

My  opinion  may  be  wrong  ;  but,  it  is  my 
opinion,  that  the  continent  of  Europe  is 
now  subdued.  If  my  opinion  be  erroneous, 
so  much  the  better ;  but,  at  any  rate, 
there  is  no  man,  who  wishes  for  England 
to  retain  her  independence,  who  will  not 
readily  agree,  that  we  ought  now  to  take 
our  measures  upon  the  supposition,  that 
Napoleon  will  subdue  the  whole  of  the 
continent;  and,  of  course,  that  he  will 
have  all  its  ports  ^id  all  its  naval  means 

m  bis  hands. ^The   question,  then,  is, 

^hat  ought  these  measures  to  be  ?  I  have 
not  room,  at  present,  to  discuss  them  ;  but, 
I  cannot  refrain  from  making  a  few  de- 
tached observations. And  first,  let  me 

beseech  those,  ^ho  have  the  power  over 
our  national  force,  not  to  waste  any  por- 
tion of  it,  however  small,  upon  foreign 
conquests  of  any  sort.  I  mention  this, 
because  it  is  a  notion  very  fashionable 
amongst  the  people  in  the  city,  that,  "  if 
"  Napoleon  has  all  the  continent,  we  must 
"  have  all  the  colonies  belonging  to  the  con* 
"  tinent ;"  which  is  much  about  the  same 
thing  as  to  say,  "  if  you  get  more  strength 
"  to  attack  me  with,  I  will  take  a  load  upon 
"  wtt/ shoulders,  ill  order  to  be  able  the  better 
"  to  resist  you."  This  is  a  truth  from  which 
I  never  depart,  that  colonies  never/  add 
toanaiian^s  means  of  drfence ,  and,  indeed, 
that  they  always  diminish  the  strength  of  a 
nation.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  we  shall 
not  delude  ourselves  with  the  hope  of 
finding,  in  the  new  world,  "  a  balance," 
as  it  has  been  called,  against  the  power  of 
Buonaparte  in  the  old  world  ;  for,  I  am 
quite  certain,  that  such  "  balance"  would 
prove  to  be  a  mill-stone  about  our  necks. 

^The  Statesman  news-paper,  proposes 

PEACE  as  our  means  of  averting  destruc- 
tion. His  words  are  these ;  "  What  is 
"now  to  be  the  object  of  the  Kxpedition  ? 
"That  is  a  question  which  we  refer  to  the 
"  sapience  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
"  chequer,  Mr.  Canning,  and,  though  last 


"  not  least.  Lord  Castlereagh.  Where  now 
"  are  those  warlike  heroes  who  '  cast  up 
"'their  caps,'  and  'cheered'  on  tlie 
"  Royal  Exchange  of  the  city  of  London, 
"  when  Lord  Lauderdale  returned  from 
*'  Paris  ?  Pedce  must  now  bt  hud — An  etibrt 
*'  on  the  Continent  would  now  be  more  than 
"  madness.-— Napoleon,  delivered  by  the 
"  irresistible  efforts  of  bis  own  genius,  from 
"  the  imminent,  but  final,  danger  with 
"  which  he  could  be  threatened — is  now 
"  firmly,  immoveably,  and  permanently 
"  fixed. — He  has  vanquished  all  opposition 
*'  — from  the  Peninsula  he  will  now  drive 
"  all  other  intruders — and  the  Continent  of 
"  Europe  will  at  length  return  to  that 
"  state  of  repose  from  which  it  was  awak- 
"  ened  by  England — and  by  England 
"  alone.  —  England  began  the  war  by 
"  breaking  the  Treaty  of  Amiens — ^and 
"  she  must  terminate  it  upon  the  best  terms 
*•  that  can  be  obtained. — Of  Walcheren 
**  we  might  possibly  obtain  possession—^ 
*'  but  that  it  can  be  permanently  main- 
<*  tained,  is  impossible.  Every  port  and 
"  creek  on  the  continent  will  now  be 
"  closed — harsh  and  inharmonious  as  tlie 
ft  word  Peace  may  sound  in  the  ears  of  the 
"  War  Faction — to  that  tve  must  come — and, 
"  if  the  final  result  of  all  these  disasters 
"  shall  so  terminate — th$  tears  which  the 
"  c^/am/ii^«  of  war  have  produced,  will  be 
"  art  length  wiped  away  by  the  return  of 

"  Peace/' 1  am  sorry  to  dift'er  in  opinion 

with  this  gentleman,  but,  really,  I  see  not, 
at  present,  the  possibility  of  peace ;  nor 
do  I  under  otir  present  system  of  warfare 

see  even  the  seeds  of  future  peace. 

There  is  a  little  too  much  of  party  acri- 
mony in  this  paragraph,  for  which  I  am 
sorry.  If  any  man  has  reason  to  be  re- 
sentful; if  any  man  could  possibly  justify 
his  enmity  to  measures  for  the  sake  of  the 
men  by  whom  they  have  been  adopted,  it 
certainly  woukl  be  my  self;  but,I  trust  I  shall 
never  lose  sight  of  my  duty  to  my  coun- 
try ;  and,  I  must  say,  that,  whoever  were 
the  cause  of  the  war,  I  cannot  see,  at  pre- 
sent, any  hope  of  obtaining  peace,  without 
submitting  to  terms  so  disgraceful  as  to 
amount  almost  to  a  surrender  of  the  crown 
of  our  Sovereign  into  the  hands  of  Buona- 
parte ;  rather  than  see  which  day,  there 
are  not,  I  hope,  many  men  in  England^ 
who  would  not,  in  spite  of  all  the  calumnies 
raised  against  thenri,  literally  shed  the  last 

drop  of  their  blood. 1  do  not  know  what 

is  here  meant  by  the  *' vmr-f action ;"  for, 
I  know  of  no  man  of  any  public  consequence^ 
who  wishes  for  war,  if  he  cotald  hare  pea«.# 
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with  a  cmnm«n  chance  of  sqfcty:  Can  it 
be  shet^'n  to  nie,  how  it  is  possible ;  I  do 
not  say  probable,  but  possible  to  obtain 
peace,  at  the  present  time,  with  a  chance 
of  safetv  ?  If  peace  is  made^  a  part,  at 
least,  ofr  mar  naval  means  must  be  hiid  aside; 
apart  of  the  fleet  must  be  dismantled ;  and, 
it  is  certain,  that  a  peace  of  only  two  years 
woald,  if  we  were  to  make  peace  now, 
give  Buonaparte  a  fleet  of  a  hundrtd  sail  of 
ike  Hne.  There  is  no  doubt  upon  this  point. 
No  man  can  call  the  position  in  question. 
What,  then,  are  we  to  do  ?  Go  to  war 
again,  with  every  thing  to  create,  or  re- 
pair ?  How  long  could  we  go  on  thus  ? 

My  opinioh  is,  that  Napoleon  would  make 
peace  with  us  now,  and  very  readily*  be- 
cause it  would  be  conTcnient  for  nim  to 
get  OS  quickly  out  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
without  either  trouble  or  expence,  and 
without  the  great  dai^gers  which  his 
MatiBhals  will  have  to  cncoiintet  in  facing 
^  t*e  heroes  qf  India.^*  He  would,  withtut 
doubt,  mtfke  peace  with  us  n<m' ;  but,  to 
me  it  is  as  clear  a&  day-light,  that  he  would 
not  soifier  us  to  remain  at  peace  two  years, 
when  he  would  again  force  us  forth  with 
our  means  greatly  mmtnished  and  his  means 

greatly  augmented. Does  it  appear  to 

the  editor  of  the  Statesman,  that  huontqtartl 
has  a  settled  determnuukm  to  stdfdae  this 
kingdom  f  If  he  answer  that  qticstion  in 
the  affirmative,  as  I  think  he  must,  he 
will  then,  at  once,  see  how  peculiar  is  our 
•ituation.  We  oan  make  no  peace  with 
Buonaparte  upon  equal  tema,  for  we  have  no 
design  to  subdue  any  part  of  his  empire. 
Ours  must  in  this  case  be  a  peace  tq)on  the 
defensive.  No  matter  who  it  is  that  has 
brought  us  into  this  situation.  In  this  si- 
tuation we  are  5  and  if,  in  this  situation,  and 
upon  such  a  principle,  we  make  peace, 
our  days  arc  numbered;  the  days  of 
our  remaining  independence  will  he  but 
as  a  span  long.  The  peace  of  Amiens 
( no  matter  who  broke  it )  we  shall 
never  see  again.  Good  God !  what  a 
change  since  the  peace  of  Amiens  was 
made !  Nay,  how  much  worse  are  things 
than  they  were  at  the  Convention  of  Cin- 
tra,  or  even  at  the  retreat  to  Corunna  ! — 
Can  we  long  preserve  our  independencr, 
ftfter  Buonaparte  has  subdued  the  whole  of 
4he  continent  qf  Europe  ?  In  my  opinion  we 
can.  In  my  opinion*  England  may  set 
him  at  defiance  for  ever.  But,  we  must 
have  a  new  sustem  of  warfare:  we  mu^t  in- 
terrupt and  destroy  that  commercial  con- 
nection, that  nursery  of  Seamen;  we 
man  ctft  oiF  that  inexhaustible  source  of 


naval  means,  mentioned  in  my  First  Let- 
ter to  the  King ;  or,  my  opinion  is,  that 
we  shall  not  be  able  long  to  resist  his  un- 
divided power. "  Now  comes  the  tug 

of  war."  What  we  have  heretofore  sccti 
has  been  mere  child's-play  to  what  we 
must  see  now.  This  country'  u  ill  ik)w  be- 
come the  soie  object  of  the  greatest  com- 
mander and  the  most  numerous  army  that 
the  world  ever  saw.  Every  single  man  in 
England  should,  betimes,  make  up  his 
mind  to  the  necessity  of  fighting  for  Eng- 
land upon  English  ground.  Those  are 
poltroons,  or  fools,  who  emieav6ur  to  hide 
the  danger  from  others,  or  pretend  not  to 
sec  it  themselves.  Every  roan  shoald  ask 
hmse(f,  should  put  it  home  to  his  own  heart, 
what  he  intends  to  do,  in  case  a  French 
arihy  should  land.  The  worst  6f  it  is, 
that  we  but  too  often  talk  of  exerttotis  in 
defence  of  the  country,  as  if  we  oursekes 
had  nothing  to  do  with  such  exertions  but 

to  ta(k  of  them. In   1804,  when  there 

was  great  alarm,  but  no  real  dmtger,  or,  at 
any  rate,  not  a  hundredth  part  of  the 
danger  that  there  soon  will  be  and  must 
be,  I  said,  **  Let  us  put  out  Prrr  as  soon 
*'  as  we  can»  but,  in  the  mean  while,  let 
'♦  us  not  think  of  him  until  we  zxtmdtt 
**  prepared  for  beating  the  French."  ouch 
are  my  sentiments  now.  Let  us  do  all  wc 
can  in  order  to  obtain  a  Reform  of  Abuses, 
because  that  is  the  way  to  make  the  coun- 
try sound  at  heart;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
let  us,  without  considering  who  is  minister, 
do  all  that  lies  in  our  power,  and  let  each 
man  (for  that  is  the  thing)  do  all  that  lies 
in  his  power  to  prepare  for  the  country's 
defence  against  its  foreign  enemies. — ^1*he 
measures  of  the  ministers  may  be  unwise, 
as  the  Lbcal'MHitia  law,  for  instance,  and 
the  putting  a  stop  to  that  excellent  mea- 
sure, the  enlinment  for  term  of  years; 
but,  still,  we  must  not  give  up  the  country; 
we  must  not  give  up  England  in  our  re- 
sentment against  Lord  Castlercagh,  how- 
ever just  that  resentment  may  be.  Those, 
therefore,  who,  at  Ely,  and  elseAvherc, 
have  quelled  the  spirit  of  mutiny  amongst 
the  Local-Militia,  are  certainly  entitled  to 
the  thanks  of  the  country.  Ko  one  can 
be  pleased  to  see  his  countrymen  flogged ; 
but,  when,  as  in  this  case,  they  have  ro 
luntarily  entered,  and  that,  too,  for  the 
sake  of  a  bounty,  I  say,  as  I  said  before, 
♦'  flog  them,*'  if  they  do  not  abide  \y 
their  barga'm,  and  strictly  obey  their  offi- 
cers.  My  opinion  is,   hov^ever,   that, 

tho  sure  means  of  national  defence j  the 
safe  tneans  as  well  as  the  cheap  moans,  is 
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that  profjo^d  by  Major  Cartwright,  in 
'  his  \vork» called  £ngland*s  iEcis. — 1  have 
not,  at  present,  time  to  add  to  these  hasty 
and  desultory  remarks,  but  shall  not  fail 
to  return  ID  the  subject  in  my  next.  The 
prospect  before  as  is  most  awful ;  but,  if 
we  are  wise  and  brave,  we  shall  still  be 
happy  and  fi-ee. 
Bothy,  27 eh  July,  \h09. 


[IX 


considering  the  valuable  mass  of  new  mat- 
ter to  be  introduced. 

To  such  Gentlemen  as  may  happen  to 
be  in  possession  of  curious  Trials,  or  of 
documents  relating  to  Trials  of  the  de- 
scription of  those  to  be  contained  in  thit 
Work,  1  shall  be  much  obliged  for  a  com- 
munication of  them .  If  the  document,  or 
paper,  whether  in  print  or  manuscript,  be 
requested  to  be  preserved,  great  care  shall 
be  taken  of  it. 


COBBETT'S 

COMPLETE  COLLECTION  OF 

State  Tibials: 

To  be  completed  in  Thirty -Six  Monthly 
Parts,  forming  Twelve  large  Volamcs  in 
>Royal  Octavo. 

The  Eighth  Part  of  the  above  Work 
will  be  published  on  Tuesday  the  1st  of 
August.    One  Part  will  appear,  with  the 
greatest  regularity,  on  the  first  of  etch 
iucceeding  Month.      Those   Subscribers 
\vhoha?e  expressed  their  intention  of  tak- 
ing the  Work   in  Quarterly  Volumes,  are 
respcctfiilly  informed  that  the  Tliird  Vo- 
lume will  be    ready  for  delivery  on  the 
1st  of  September. — In  order  to  remove  all 
professional  doubts,  as  to  how  far  this  new 
and  enlarged  Edition  of  the  State  Trials 
nny,  with  safety,  be  cited  as  authority  in 
tl)e  Courts,  and  relied  on  as  of  equal  au- 
thenticity with  the  former,  I  think  it  right 
tonate,  that  it  is  intended  to  be  a  literal 
transcript  of  the  last  edition^  as  far  as  that 
ediiioQ  extends ;    that  where  I  have  in- 
•erted  fuller  and  better  report:,  of  any  Cttes> 
or  of  any  parts  of  Cases,  tfae  text  of  the 
old  Edition  will  nevertheless  be  retained; 
and  that  the  new  matter  will  be  distin- 
gviabed  in  a  manner  not  to  be  miatakea, 
^  be  distinctly  pointed  out  in  the  Table 
of  Contents  to  each  volume. — In  the  last 
Volume  will  also  be  given  whatl  cs^ll  a  Pa- 
taiEL  Index,  consisting  of  two  Columns^ 
in  the  first  of  which  will  be  inserted,  in 
tlieir  order,  the  numbers  of  all  the  Pages 
in  the  last  Edition  ;  and  in  the  other,  cor- 
T^spondeni  figures  shewing  in  what  Vo- 
Isme  and  Page  of  the  present  Work  the 
contents  of  each  Page  of  the  last  Edition 
will  be  found  ;  by  means  of  which  Pa- 
i^llel  Index,  the  place  in  this  Work  of  any 

rta^e  occurring  in  the  last  Edition,  may 
ascertained  with  nearly  as  much  ease 
^  expedition  as  if  the  panging  of  that 
Wition  were  preserved ;  which,  it  n  ob- 
^^  would  b%  perfeeily  iapracticable. 


COBBETT'S 


Parliamentary  Debates; 

The TwelfU),  Thirteenth,  and  Fourteenth 
Volumes  of  the  above  Work,  comprising 
the  Proceedings  in  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment 'daring  the  last  Session,  are  in  the 
Press,  and  will  be  published  with  all  pos- 
sible dispatch. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
French  Army  in  Austru. — Tuxmy-J^k 
Bulktik,  dtiUd  Woikendarf,  July  S. 
The  works  raised  by  geo.  count  Ber* 
trand,  and  the  corps  he  commands^  bad, 
since  the  beginning  of  the  month,  entirely 
subdued  the  Danube.  His  Majesty  in-^ 
stantly  resolved  to  collect  his  forces  m  the 
islanci  of  Lobau,  open  npon  the  Austrian 
army,  and  bring  on  a  general  engagement. 
It  was  not  l^cause  the  position  of  the 
French  army  was  not  a  very  fine  one  at 
Vienna :  master  of  the  whole  right  bank 
of  the  Danube,  having  in  his  power  Aus* 
tria,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  Hun- 
gary, he  enjoyed  the  greatest  plenty.-* 
If  scMne  difficuities  had  been  experienced 
in  providing  sustenance  for  the  people  of 
Vienna,  this  arose  from  an  ill-orgaoized 
administration,  from  eeobarrassments  which 
were  every  day  diminishiiig,  and  from 
difficulties  which  were  naturally  produc** 
ed  by  the  situation  in  which  the  country 
was  pieced,  in  a  land  in  which  the  trade 
'in  corn  is  an  exclusive  privilese  of  the 
govenuneAt.  But  liow  could  the  troops 
continue  to  be  separated  from  the  hostile 
army,  by  a  canal  of  three  or  four  hundred 
toises  in  breadth,  when  the  means  of  pass*- 
ing  over  had  beeB  prepared  and  secured  ? 
— This  would  have  given  credibility  to 
the  impostures  which  the  enemy  had  scat- 
tered with  so  great  profusion  throughout 
his  own  and  neighbouring  cotsntries :  this 
would  have  cast  a  dmfbt  ovttr  the  occur- 
rences at  Esslin^  ai»d  would;  testily,  have 
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authorised  the  supposition  of  there  being, 
in  fact,  ^  substantial  equality  between  ar- 
mies so  diffei^nt,  of  which  one  was  ani- 
mated and  in  some  measure  reinforced  by 
the  multipUcity  of  its  successes  and  vic- 
tories, while  the  other  was  dispirited  by 
the  most  striking  reverses. — All  the  intel- 
ligence concerning  the  Austrian  army 
shewed  that  it  was  considerable ;  tliat  it 
had  been  recruited  by  numerous  bodies  of 
reserve,  by  the  levies  from  Moravia  and 
Hungary,  and  by  all  the  landwhers  (fen- 
cibles)  of  the  provinces;  that  its  cavalry 
had  been  re-mounted  by  requisitions  in  a!l 
the  circles,  and  its  draughts  of  artillery 
tripled  by  immense  levies  of  horses  and 
Carriages  in  Moravia,  Hungary,  and  Bo- 
hemia.— To  add  new  chances  in  their  fa- 
vour, the  Austrian  generals  had  raised 
military  works,  of  which  the  right  was 
protected  by  Gros-Aspem,  and  the  left  by 
jEnzcrsdorf,  and  the  intervals  between 
them  were  covered  by  redoubts,  surround- 
ed by  pallisades  and  fi-izes^  and  defended 
by  more  than  150  pieces  pf  battering  can- 
non, taken  from  the  fortresses  of  Bf>hemia 
and  Moravia. — It  was  inconceivable  how 
the  Emperor,  with  his  experience  in  war, 
could  think  of  attacking  Works  so  power- 
fully defended,  backed  by  an  army  esti- 
mated at  i^OOjOOO  men,  as  well  troops  of 
the  line  as  militia  and  new  raised  levies, 
and  who  were  supported  by  800  or  900 
pieces  of  field  artillery.  It  appeared  more 
simple  to  throw  some  fresh  bridges  over 
th€  Danube,  a  few  leagues  lowti  down, 
and  thus  i*ender  useless  the  field  of  battle 
prepared  by  the  enemy.  But  in  this  lat- 
ter case  it  was  not  thought  practicable  to 
avert  the  inconveniencies  which  had  al- 
ready nearly  proved  fatal  to  the  army, 
and  succeed,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
days,  in  protecting  these  new  bridges  from 
the  machineti  of  the  enemy. — On  the  other 
•ide  the  Eraperer  was  tranquil. — Works 
were  raised  upon  works  in  the  island  of  Lo- 
bau;  and  several  bridge*  on  piles,  and  se- 
veral rows  of  stoccadoes,  were  fixed  at  the 
same  place. — This  situation  of  the  French 
army  placed  between  these  two  great  dif- 
ficulties, had  not  escaped  the  enemy.  He 
was  aware  that  his  army,  too  numerous 
and  unwieldy,  would  be  exposed  to  cer- 
tain destruction  if  he  acted  on,  the  offen- 
sive ;  but  at  the  same  time,  he  believed 


that  it  was  impossible   to  dislodge  hini 
from  the  central  position,  in  which  he  co- 
vered Bohemia,  Moravia,  and  a  part  of 
Hungary.     It  is  true  that  this  position  did 
not  cover  Vienna,  and  that  the   French 
were   in  possession  of  the  capital.    But 
this  possession  was,  in  a  certain  degree, 
disputed,    since   the   Austrians  remained 
masters  of  one  bank  of  the  Danube,  and 
prevented  the  arrival  of  the  articles  most 
indispensible  to  the  subsihtence x>f  so  greati 
a  city.     These  were  the  reasons  of  hope 
and  fear,  and  the  subject  of  conversation 
in  the  two  ahnies. — On  the    Ist  of  July, 
at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  Em- 
peror removed  his  head  quarters  to  the 
is^.and  of  Lobau,  which  had  been  already 
named  by  the  engineers  the  island  Napo- 
leon.    A  small  island,  to  which  bad  been 
given  the  name  of  the   duke  of  Monte- 
bello,  and  which  bore  upon  Eiizersdorf, 
had  been  furnished  with  ten  mortal's,  anfl 
twenty  1 8-pounders.    Another  island  call- 
ed  island   Espagne,    had    been    supplied 
with  six  pieces  of  battering  cannon,  12- 
pounders,    and   four    mortars.      Between 
these  two  islands  a  battery  had  been  raised, 
equal  in  force  to  that  of  the  island  Montc- 
hello,  and   in  like  manner  bearing  upon 
Enzersdorf.     These  62  pieces  of  battering 
artillery  had  the  same  object,  were  in  two 
hours  to  destroy  the  little  town  of  Enzers- 
d6rf,  drive  ^w^y  the  enemj^,  and  demolish 
the  works.     On  the  right,  the  island  Alex- 
ander, with  four  mortars,   two  ten-pound- 
ers,  and    twelve   six-pounders^   batterine 
cannon,  were  to  bear  upon  the  plain,  and 
protect  the  operations  of  the  bridges.— 
On  the  2d  the  aide  de  camp  of  the  duke 
de  Rivoli,  passed  over  to  the  Mill  island 
with  500  voltigeurs,  and  took  possession 
of  it.     This  island  was  also  furnished  with 
cannon.     It  was  joined  to  the  continent, 
on  the  left  side,  by  a  small  bridge.    In 
the  front  a  little  fleche  was  raised,  and  this 
redoubt  was  called  Petit. — In  the  evening 
the  redoubts  of  Essling  appeared  to  be  jea- 
lous of  these  works ;    not  doubting  that 
they  were  a  first  battery,  formed  to  act 
against  themselves,  they  fired  upon  them 
with  great  activity.     This  was  precisely 
the  intention  in  having  seized  this  island. 
— The  attention  of  the  enemy  was  to  be 
drawn  to  this  point,  in  order  to  conceal 
from  hini  the  operations  really  propoied. 

fTo  he  continued,) 
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TO  TIIE  KING. 

On  tk  Maritbne  War  against  France. 


Letter  IL 


Sir, 


Thai  event,  that  great  source  of  future 
danger,  which  event  was  anticipated  in  the 
foriBer  Letter  that  I  took  the  liberty  to  ad- 
dress to  your  Majesty,  has  now  takeh 
place.  Austria  has  been  defeated  in  her 
ovrn  territories.  Her  sovereign,  in  the 
midst  of  nearly  twenty  millions  qf  subjects,  by 
who:n  a  venal  press  assured  us  he  was 
crdtrjly  bT^cvcd,  has  been  pursued  to  his  ca- 
jii'al,  driven  froni  hU  capital,  beaten  out 
of  an  entrenched  camp  in  the  heart  of  his 
tJorainioiis,  and,  after  having  fled  before 
the  enemy,  till,  in  flight,  he  could,  in  all 
\'Mihood,  no  longer  see  a  chance  of  even 
per?'^iu!  safety,  he  has  besought,  and, 
at  jjsi,  obtained,  under  the  name  of  Ar- 
miw,  a  respite,  which  no  reasonable 
rai'jcan  possibly  consider  as  of  long  du- 
ration. I  low  serious  are  the  reflections 
ifi  which  this  event  must  give  rise  in  the 
laaid  of  every  Englishman,  anxiou;*  for 
the  welfare  of*  his  country,  and  especially 
in  the  mind  of  your  Majesty  !  The  delu- 
5ive  hopes,  excired,  in  the  minds  of  the  un- 
informed, by  tlie  reiterated  mi^repre.sen- 
tations  and  fafsluiods  c  f  a  venal  press,  with 
whom  the  Kmperor  Napoleon  and  his 
army  were  become  subjects  of  mockery  ; 
these  hopes  are  now  vanished,  and  the  peo- 
ple are  in  a  state  of  mifW  much  more  de- 
pressed, than  if  they  had  never  been  de- 
ceived into  bright  expectations.  They 
now  see  the  reverse  of  the  picture :  they 
see  the  immense  sums  of  money,  whicn 
this  war,  so  fatal  to  your  Majesty's  ally, 
will  hjve  cost  them,  and  it  is  not  in  na- 
ture that  they  should  feel  as  much  zeal  in 
the  cause  of  the  war  in  general,  as  they 
felt  before  this  event.  They  must  hate 
■  those,  by  whom  they  have  been  so  grossly 
deceived.  It  is  impossible  that  they  should 
not  hate  them  ;  and,  as  to  any  belief  in 
them  in  future,  no  one,  in  his  senses,  can 
entertain  a  hope  of  it.  In  short,  public 
opinion,  public  confidence,  seems  now 
to  have  received  a  greater  shock  than 
it  tver   before    received  «nct   I    baTc 


had  any  knowledge  of  public  aflairs  ; 
which,  of  itself,  is  no  small  evil.  But,  for 
this  the  people  are  not  to  be  blamed  ;  for^ 
I  do  not  believe,  that,  in  the  whole  world, 
there  were  ever  such  arts  made  use  of  to 
deceive  a  people,  to  pervert  the  reasoning' 
powers  of  man,  and,  at  the  same  time,  tor 
debase  and  corrupt  the  mind.  To  those, 
therefore,  who  conduct,  or  direct  the  con- 
ducting, of  the  venal  press  (including, 
perhaps,  nine  tentlis  of  the  publications  iii 
the  kingdom)  belongs  the  whole  of  the 
blame  of  having  produced  this  enormous 
mischief;  this  iiJ.  .\A\i  qt  U\ih ,  vhUh, 
in  an  hour  of  rt-;al  d^uigcf^  will  nr^'^gh, 
perhaps, more  a^^tiliist  Iho  cwnt* y  than  au 
enemy's  army  of  »  han  trt^^JOirnj^jfid  ncn* 
This  is,  with  truj  no  impiartuE^t  n.  point, 
that  I  cannot  refium  fmm  p>rt*s9n\u[  it  uf  iiA 
your  Majesty's  aiti  nii  ^n.  N  ajKikun  uwc4 
no  small  part  of  his  success,  and  of  that 
power,  which  has  no^  become  so  gigMUtic, 
to  his  Itaving  never  suflcred  any  di  si  rip- 
tion  of  persons  to  delude  his  peo,)!c  with 
false  hopes;  to  raise  their  ex})tcr-.iti(>n» 
beyond  what  the  real  stale  of  tliiiii;s  war- 
ranted ;  to  cajole  and  cheat  them,  to  abuse 
their  creduiity,  to  wear  out  tlicir  patience 
with  promi.ses  a  thousand  times  made,  and 
never  once  fulfilled.  There  is,  too,  some- 
thing, not  only  disgusting  in  itself,  but 
greatly  injurious  to  the  ca^sc,  in  the  abuse, 
the  vilifyini;  larguaqe,  thejoul  names,  wiich 
the  venal  press  is  continually  bestowing 
upon  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  when  all  the 
world  must  recollect,  that,  during  the  short 
lime  that  we  were  at  peace  with  him,  a 
writer  was  prosecuted,  at  the  suit  of  your 
Majesty's  Attorney  General,  who  is  now 
your  prime-minister,  and  was  convicted  of 
a  libel,  for  having  xvritten  abttsroely  qf  this 
same  Emperor  Napoleon,  for  whom  almost 
every  writer  seems  now  to  vie  with  oil  th© 
rest  in  devising  foul  and  abusive  appel- 
lations ;  and,  what  is  more,  these  same 
writers  put  forward  claims  to  loyalty,  to 
the  utter  exclusion  of  all  those  who  do  not 
join  in  this  abuse,  and  who  think  that 
foul  words  are  not  the  most  eflectual  wea- 
pons wherewith  to  attack,  or  repel,  an 
enemy  so  formidable  as  Buonapart^.  The 
great  objection,  however,  to  this  mode  of 
weafart  \%,  that  it  draws  off  our  attontiom 
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from  the  true  state  of  the  case,  the  true 
nature  of  the  conte^st  in  which  we  ai*e  en- 
gaged. As  is  invariably  the  case  with 
uiose,  who  vent  iheir  anger  in  words,  our 
actions  do  not  correspond  with  our  threats ; 
we  so  exhaust  oui'selves  in  violent  eK- 
pressions,  that  we  appear  Vj  be  satisfied 
>vith  that,  or,  at  least,  our  hostility  seems 
to  carry  us  but  very  little  further.  Words 
cost  but  little,  and,  therefore,  tlicre  are 
enough  to  contribute  in  this  way ;  tliere 
*are  enough,  who,  IFke  the  pensioned  poet, 
Jltzgerald,  are  willing  to  make  *•  sacri- 
fices, '  in  this  way,  for  the  support  of  the 
war,  and  the  "  delivci-ance  of  Europe." 

Inspite,  however,  of  all  these  sacrifices ; 
in  spite  of  the  volumes  of  abuse,  which 
liave,  since  the  prosecution  of  Mr.  Peltier, 
Leen,  in  various  shapes  and  under  various 
tilles,  published  against  the  Emperov  Na- 
poleon ;  in  spite  of  all  the  toasts  at  the 
>Iaiision-H6use,  Gui Id-Hall,  the  London- 
Tavern,  and  else-where  ;  in  spite  of  all 
this,  our  enemy  has  not  only  gone  on  in- 
creasinjf  in  power,  but  has,  at  last,  arrived 
at  a  point,  whence  youi*  Majesty  must  na- 
turally  fear,  that  he  has  not  far  to  go 
ere  he  arrive  at  the  complete  subjugation 
of  the  continent ;  but,  (and  this  is  the 
great  danger,  from  the  cause  1  am  now 
speaking  of)  along  with  this  abuse  of  Na- 
poleou,  is  industriously  spread  abroad  no- 
tions, whence,  a  great  part  of  the  people 
;nust  be  led  to  conclude,  that  he  is  not  an 
phjcct  qf  dread.  Those  who  abuse  him, 
having  their  own  selfish  purposes  to  an- 
swer; having  the  passions  of  others  to 
flatter  and  indulge,  will  allow  to  neither 
liim  nor  his  generals  nor  his  army  any 
sort  of  virtue,  military  or  political.  The 
same  obstinate  and  perverse  spirit,  which 
ascribed  the  victory  oi Marengo  to  Dessaix, 
and  the  turning  out  qf  the  Directory  to  Lu- 
]ciEN  Buonaparte,  and  which  maintained, 
.that,  in  both  cases.  Napoleon  exhibited  all 
themar,ksof/o%and  oi  coviardice;  that 
same  spirit  still  prevails;  it  isstill  mighty ; 
li  %i\\\  gives  tL^  Jtirjurits  like  that  of  the 
AusfriuLi  "  mriorf  c  t  Aspcrn  ;  it  telJs  us, 
that,  ar  rhe  h^tile  n(  Wagram,  as  it  told 
^us  at  the  biutic  of  ALbTERuxz,  the  Arch- 
,  duke  "  led  Buojupii.rte  into  a  trap. 
^  When  this, af.rrjt  lyin  be  put  down  ;  when 
tho  people  of  ibis  country  wi^l  be  able  to 
get  at  the  trutb,  is  more  than  I  can  say  ; 
But,  my  opinion  is,  that,  of  all  the  allies 
.that  Buonaparte  has,  few  are.  more  faithful 
or  more  serviceable  to  him,  ihan  this  base 
and  foolish  disposition  io  di?papag«,.upon 
aU  (occasions,  his  talents  and. his  courage. 


Xt 


and  especially  now,  when  it  is  become  ma- 
nifest, that,  for  no  great  length  of  time, 
can  the  deception  .possibly  prevail,  even 
amongst  the  most  ignorant  classes  of  so- 
ciety. Leaving  the  morality  of  (be  thing 
out  of  the  <iue9^H  ;  er,  raUier,  6»ppe«Rs, 
that  tiie  case  warrants  a  departure  from  all 
its  rules  ;  still.  Sir,  the  deception  is  to  be 
reprobated  ^  because,  by  tending  to  hush 
the  fears  of  the  people,  it  must  tend  to  re- 
tard the  hour,  when  they  shall  come  to 
that  state  of  miixl,  which  will  be  necessary 
to  secure  the  independence  of  the  country. 
That  the  time  is  voiv  fast  approaching, 
when  this  kingdom  will  have  sLigle-ftandtd  to 
contend,  for  its  independence,  and  thai,  too, 
against  all  the  best  qf  Europe,  wider  the 
sivay  qf  tjie  Emperor  Napoleon;  this  is,  I 
think,  a  proposition,  which  no  one,  except 
one  of  those  whose  interest  it  may  be  to 
deceive  the  public,  will  atteinpt  to  deoy, 
unless  there  be  grounds  for  an  opinion,  that 
the  mild,  and  christian-like,  and  unambi- 
tious nature  of  that  conqueror  should  in- 
duce him  to  make  no  attempts  against  u<:, 
merely  because  we  have  discovered  more 
enmity  towards  him  than  any  other  people 
have  shewn,  and  because  the  conquering 
of  us  would  be  moi*e  glorioua  than  toe  con- 
querinff  of  any  ether  people. .  Those,  who 
think  thus,  may  see  nothing  new,  nothing 
alarming,  in  the  present  state  of  the  war; 
but,  those  who  think  directly  the  reverse; 
who  thinky  that,  from  principles  of  self- 
preservation,  as  well  as  from  the  passions  of 
envy  and  revenge,  and  from  a  love  of 
glory,  Napoleon  will  seek  the  subjugation 
of  tliis  kingdom  ;  these  persotts  aiust  per- 
ceive, that  the  battles  on  the  Danube,  the 
subsequent  armistice,  and  the  ti*eaty  bv 
which  it  will  necessarily  be  fallowed, 
have  given  to  the  contest  that  decided 
character,  v^ich  warrants  the  assertion, 
that  £nglaad2<ls  now  cohi^ndingfor  her  ex- 
i$tence.  ^ 

This  being  the  case.;  or,  at  least,  it 
being  so  in  xx^y  opinion,  the  next  thing  for 
me  to  inquire  into  is.  How  u:e  are  to  maintain 

this  contest  f 1  here  are  two  modes  of 

warfare,  which  we  UKiy  suppose  Napoleon 
to  pursue  ;  that  of  u^a^^rng.aod  that  of  ai- 
sauii.  Suppose  him  to  pursae  the  former, 
and  us  to  pursue  the  same  mode  of  war"* 
farp  that  >ve  now  puriiue,  what,  I  would 
like  to  ask  your  Majesty's  ministers,  must 
b?  the  coa^tequence  of  his  sitting  down 
quietly,,  giving  rest,  and,  in  fact, /leacf,  to 
all  his  doininioiis,  while  he  caused  us  to 
expend  seventy  millions  a  year  ?  How  many 
years,  w^ould  this  last?  How  jpany  years 
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would  it  be  possible  for  us  to  carry  on  a 
war  of  this  s<irt,  which,  as  far  as  I  caa  see, 
need  not  cost  the  subjects  of  Napoleon 
a  sum,  which,  when  distributed,  would 
aaK>unt  to  a  farthing  a  head  ?  I  have  be- 
fore explained  to  your  Majesty,  that  all 
the  most  useful  commercial  communica- 
tions are  even  now  carried  on  between  the 
several  countries^  under  Napoleon's  sway ; 
and  that,  in  fact,  as  far  as  relates  to  the 
prosperity  of  those  countries,  our  power, 
as  now  used,  has  no  efiect.  What,  then,  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  from  your  Majes- 
ty's mininers,  should  we  do,  were  he  to 
reso've  upon  a  mere  menacing,  a  mere 
paragraph  warfare  ;  if  he  were  to  do 
noikm^  at  all,  but  merely  to  say :  "  you 
"  shall  not  have  peace  ?"  In  this  case, 
the  question  comes  to  this :  Hiw  long  toe  can 

amtimtft  to  expend  seventy  millions  a  year? 

Bat,  it  is  not  to  be  believed,  that  the  ever- 
active  spirit  of  Napoleon  wiH  sufier  him 
to  pursue  this  mode  of  warfore.  On  the 
contrary,  if  he  should,  in  ttte  course  of  a 
year>  hive  ftnished  his  woj-k  upon  the  con- 
tuMnt  of  Europe,  will  he  not,  as  surely  as 
ke  bt^  life,  set  himgelf  seriously  ^bout  bis 
iatt  kibour;  the  fatiiiment  of  his  pledge  to 
i»rd^^Wbitworthf  -Upon  this  sTtppositi6n, 
whic^  is,  indeed,  the  only  rational  one, 
we  have  next  to  take  a  view  of  his  means 
of  attaick«-^-^-He  will  have  in  his  bands, 
or  completely  at  b»  command,  all  the 
Toadis  andbirboura  and  arsenals  that  he 
eeuld'wi^  for^  and  many  more  than  he 
co«ld  possibly  wsa)t.  tiis  means  of  build- 
ini?  and  'fitting  out  and  maiming  ships 
would  be  ine^hflOfitfble.  Even  dunng  the 
present  war,  be  "has,'  I  b<*Keve,  bidk  two 
ncto  $kip0  to  our  om  f  'Having  oooe  settled 
tbe  continent  to  his  liking,  bow  long  would 
be  be  in  ci^ating  a  navy  far  superior  to 
your  Majesty's  navy  in  nwnbsrs  T  Not  equal 
m  skill,  and  I  hope,  not  in  bravery ;  but  far 
superior  in  numbers  ;  and,  unless  we  sup- 
pose the  French  totally  incapable  of  at- 
laintng  naval  skill,  we  must  allow,  that 
experience  would  soon  make  them  formi- 
dable. Painful  as  it  may  be  to  contem- 
plate such  troths,  it  would  be  folly  in  the 
■eixtreme  for  w  to  abut  our  eyes  against 
.tbem.  If  we  leok,  then,  at  the  naval  ef- 
ibvtstbai  ^Napo'eoa  has  been  able  to  make, 
even  durtog  his  great  military  wArs,  we 
cannot  refrain  from  being  alarmed  at 
ihose  which  be  will  be  ^le  to  make, 
when  be  shall  have  completely  gotten  rid 
,of  those  wars,  and  shall,  at  the  same  time, 
have  added  to  the  ports  already  in  bis 
poiseifflon,  those  of  Spain  and  Portueat. 


For  my  part,  I  can  see  no  reason  (if  we  pur- 
sue  our  present  system  of  warfare)  why  Na- 
poleon should  not,  in  a  year  after  he  has  set- 
tled the  afl'airs  of  the  continent,  have  afloat 
a  hundred  ships  qfthc  line,  completely  man- 
ned and  fit  for  sea.  Leaving  tbe  Baltic 
out  of  the  question,  there  are  quite  ports 
and  arsenals  enough  for  this  purpose ;  and, 
as  to  the  other  means,  hemp,  pitch,  iron, 
copper,  and  timber  of  all  sorts,  be  will 
have  the  greater  part  of  tbem  for  a  fourth 
of  what  they  will  cost  us.  Why,  then,  I 
would  put  it  to  your  Majesty's  ministers, 
should  he  not  have  such  a  fleet  in  the 
course  of  one  year  ?  But,  suppose  he 
chuses  to  stop  three  years  f  Suppose  him 
capable  of  restraining,  for  that  length  of 
time,  his  eagerness  to  conquer  this  coun- 
try ;  and,  that  he  has  300  ships  of  the  line 
fit  for  sea.  Suppose  this  to  be  the  cat^,  In 
what  a  situation  should  v^e  then  be  ?  And, 
if  our  present  mode  ofVarfare  be  conti- 
nued, I  do  not,  for  my  part,  see  any  reason, 
nor  can  I  discover  any  reason,  why  he 
should  not  have  such  a  force,  and  even  in 

0  ttmch  shxfrter  time  than  that  which  I  haifc 
pointed  out.  Three  years  is  not  a  long 
period.  The  present  war  has  alrejK^y  en- 
dured more  than  six.  It,  therefore,  be- 
comes us  to  consider,  whether  we  shaB 
have  the  means  of  resisting  such  a  force. 
But,  without  supposing  the  existenceof  any 
such  force  as  thjs,  no  one,  I  should  think, 
will  deny,  that,  in  the  course  of  two  years, 
at  the  ftirdiest,  Buonaparte,  upon  the  sup- 
position of  his  having  settled  the  continent^ 
will  be  able  to  send  out  several  stout  sqtu^ 
dronsat  once,  or  at  nearly  one  and  th^  same 
time<  Supposing  him;  to  do  this,  and  to 
have  from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand  men  on 
board  of  each,  and  to  make  for  Ire- 
land. The  chances  are  that  sonte  of 
tbem  would  reach  their  destination.  To 
toatch  six  or  seven  stout  squadrons  would 
require  twice  as  great  a  force  as  we  have. 
In  fact,  it  would,  against  such  a  ma- 
ritime force  as  we  are  now  supposing, 
be  utterly  impossible  to  guard  all  the  ap- 
proaches to  Ireland,  supposing  that  to  be 
the  only  object  to  attend  to.  But,  if  Na- 
poleon should  have  a  stout  squadron  in 
eviry  comsttLTobU  part,  from  the  Texel  to 
Cadiz  incluJtive,  there  will  be  nothing,  that 

1  can  see,  to  prevent  him  from  engaging 
the  attention  of  the  whole  of  our  force, 
such  as  it  is  now,  upon  the  Eastern  coasts 
of  England,  while  he  sails  for  Ireland  from 
FeiTol,  Lisbon,  or  any  of  the  Southern 
ports.  To  blockade  the  whole  of  his  ports, 
and  especially  if   each  cot^io  a  #tout 
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and  wefi  supplied  squadron,  will  be  iin- 
pos3ibIe>  even  if  the  weather  should  al- 
ways be  fair  ;  and  to  blockade  a  part  will 
be  of  no  use ;  and,  therefore,  un!e5;s  we 
adopt  a  new  mode  of  warfare,  it  appears 
to  me  quite  evident,  that  the  time  is  at  no 
great  distance,  \^hen  the  safety  of  Ireland 
will  depend  upon  the  disposition  of  the 
Irish  to  defend  their  country  against  an 
invasion  on  the  part  of  the  Frencn. 

I  trust,  that  no  one  will  dare  to  tell  your 
Majesty,  that  there  is  no  danger  noxv,  be- 
cause, hUherto  the  threats  of  Napoleon 
have  proved  harmless;  that  no  one  will 
dare  to  tell  you,  that,  for  several  years, 
during  the  present  war,  Ergland  fought 
France  singU-handed,  and  was  very  far 
from  losings  in  the  content.  The  batik 
was,  indeed,  single-handed,  sometimes ; 
though,  during  this  war,  France  has  ac- 
tually had  to  fight  Austria,  Russia,  Prussia," 
Naples,  Spain  and  Portugal,  and,  by  way 
ef  interlude,  she  has  disposed  of  about  half 
a  dozen  principalities  and  a  popedom. 
But,  whether  she  had  actually  to  fight  them, 
or  not,  she  knew  of  their  bemg  iti  existence. 
There  were,  at  any  rate,  three  great  paweri, 
Russia,  Austria,  and  Prussia,'  who,  thous[h 
not  at  war  with  her,  might  be  at  war  with 
her  at  any  moment,  if  a  misfortune  hap- 
pened to  befall  her ;  so  that,  in  fact,  we 
had  then  all  these  powers  on  our  side,  for 
whatever  appearances  might  be,  they  all 
hated  France  at  the  bottom  of  their  hrarts. 

Now  how  dilferent  is  the  state  of 

ihings  !  With  the  sole  exception  of  Russia, 
there  is  no  power,  worthy  of  being  so 
called,  left  upon  the  continent,  besides 
France ;  and,  it  is  but  too  evident,  that, 
hefore  Napoleon  a^in  returns  to  Paris, 
he  will  make  himself  as  sure  of  the  obe- 
dience of  Russia  as  he  is  of  that  of  Hol- 
land or  Italy.  He  will,  in  that  case,  be 
freed  from  all  apprehension.  There  will 
•carcely  remain  the  possibility  of  inter- 
rupting him  in  his  plans  with  regard  to 
England  ;  and  the  wnole  of  the  mental  as 
well  as  other  means  of  his  vast  empire 
will,  without  doubt,  be  directed  against 
this  kingdom.  I  beg  your  Majesty  to  re- 
flect on  this  important  change  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  war.  Pared  as  the 
nails  of  Austria  were  in  her  last  war,  she 
was  still  a  great  pcfwcr ;  and,  if  she  had,  by 
(hose  shallow-headed  politicians, .who  have 
so  often  urged  our  friends  on  to  their  own 
destruction ;  if  she  had  remained  quiet  for 
the  present,  she  might  still  have  been  an 
object  of  fear  with  Buonaparte ;  but,  she 
listened  to  the  voice  of  those  who  hit  upon 
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the  bright  thought  of  making  in  Austria  a 
diversion  in  favour  of  Spain,  and  she  has 
paid  the  price  of  her  credulity.  She  is 
no  longer  a  power.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted, 
that  Napoleon  will  use  the  rights  of  a  con- 
(|ueror,  and  bestow  the  territories  of  th« 
Emperor  Francis,  or  great  part  of  them, 
upon  those  in  whom  he  can  confide.  As 
to  the  people,  it  is  evident  that  their  wishes 
will  never  be  consulted  ;  nor,  indeed,  does 
it  appear  to  be  at  all  necessary.  They 
seem  to  have  been  very  calm  and  indif- 
ferent spectators  of  the  passing  events; 
and  so  they  mtat  have  been,  seeing  that 
200,000  Frenchmen  were  permitted  to 
take  possession  of  their  capital,  and  to 
over-run  their  country;  a  lesson,  one  would 
think,  well  calculated  to  be  useful  toother 
governments,  if  governments  were  capable 
of  receiving  lessons  ;  if  any  one  ever  began 
to  amend  until  amendment  was  too  late ; 
if  any  one  ever  relieJ  upon  any  thing  but 
its  power,  till  that  power  was  swept  away» 
and  till  all  other  means  of  preservatioa 
became  useless  ;  if  any  one  ever  appealed 
to  any  thing  but  the  sword,  till  it  was  com- 
pelled to  listen  to  the  sentence :  *'  he  who 
iices  by  the  sword  shall  die  by  the  sword." 
This  lesson  is,  indeed,  of  a  nature,  one 
would  think,  to  strike  sensibility  even  into 
a  stone.  Eighteen  millions  of  people  sufier 
two  hundred  thousand  to  take  possession  of 
their  country,  and  that  two  hundred  thou- 
sand being  seven  or  eight  hundred  miles 
from  home  I  What  a  lesson !  But,  what  arc 
we  to  think,  when  we  are  told  that  these 
eighteen  millions  of  people  were  full  g^ 
"  htfalty*'  full  of"  enthusiasm*'  in  the  cajJiP 
of  their  country  }  I  beseech  your  M&jeity 
to  remark  this  well ;  'and  to  bear  it  ia 
mind,  when  you  hear  or  read  the  language 
of  courtiers,  or  ol^"  venal  writers,  or  when, 
from  lungs  of  contractors  and  jobbers,  you 
hear  those  songs,  healths,  and  sentiments, 
which  the  unprincipled  retailers  of  news 
and  politics  have  the  impudence  to  circu- 
late as  the  effusions  of  loi/alty.  How  of^eo, 
alas  !  were  we  told  oF  the  loyal  songs  and 
tunes  at  the  theatres  at  Berlin  and  Vienna! 
How  often  were  we  told  of  these  proofs 
of  enthusiastic  loyalty,  and  of  hostility  to- 
wards the  French  !  How  many  thousands 
of  paragraphs  have,  for  our  information, 
been  translated  from  the  German  papers, 
in  which  the  writers  of  that  country  ap- 
pear almost  to  melt  away  in  reading  the 
marks  of  the  people's  attachment  to  their 
•'  beloved  sovereigns.''  We  have  now  seen, 
and  the  sovereigns  of  Germany  have  felt, 
what  reliance  is  to  be  placed  upon  vaok 
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professions  and  protestations;  upon  this 
miserable  cant  of  loyally;  while  the  so- 
vereign of  Spain  has  seen  even  those  of 
his  nobles  nearest  to  his  person,  lead  the 
way  over  to  his  enemy,  and»  lend  their 
band  to  the  imprisonment  of  him,  whom 
they  had  formerly  addressed  on  their 
knees. 

But^  if  there  is  no  hope  in  the  disposi- 
tions of  the  people  of  Austria,  or  of  any 
other  country,  and  if  Buonaparte  should 
become  completely  master  of  the  whole  of 
the  continent,  the  ports  and  naval  arsenals 
included,  still  it  may  be  said  :  "  the  sea  is 
"  ours  :  let  us  take  that  and  keep  it,  if  he 
"  take  and  keep  the  land.'^  True,  and  so 
obviously  true,  that  it  requires  not  a  mo- 
ment's reflection.  It  is  evident,  that,  un- 
less we  can  command  the  sea  as  com- 
pletely as  he  commands  the  land,  we 
must  fall.  And,  then  the  question  is^  can 
we  do  it  ?  If  we  can,  haw?  Some  per- 
sons may  think,  perhaps,  that  the  discus- 
sion of  these  questions  are  unnecessary, 
seeing  that  vx  command  the  sea  now;  but, 
from  the  facts,  stated  in  my  former  Letter, 
it  appears,  that  we  do  not  command  the 
sea  now ;  for,  would  it  not  be  absurd  to  call 
that  a  command  of  the  sea,  which  permits 
convoys  of  two  or  three  hundred  vessels  of 
the  enemy  to  pass  unmolested,  and  to 
carry  on,  uninterrupted,  between  the 
countries  of  the  enemy,  all  that  sort  of 
commerce  which  is  essential  to  their  mu- 
tual comfort  and  prosperity,  and  which 
fiirniihes  that  enemy  with  all  the  means 
of  formiiig,  in  a  short  time,  a  vast  naval 
force  ?  Yes ;  it  would  be  absurdity  itself 
to'  give  to  this  the  name  of  an  absolute 
comtnimd  qf  i}te  sea.  We  have  an  absolute 
command  upon  the  sea  where  we  cannot 
injure  the  enemy,  unless  he'  choose  to 
come  out  to  us;  but,  as  to  that  sort  of 
command,  which  is  capable  of  really  an- 
noying him,  and  preventing  the  growth  of 
his  naval  power,  if  we  have  it,  it  is  mani- 
fest, that  we  turn  it  to  no  account. 

The  expedition,  now,  perhaps,  in  the  act  of 
attacking  the  enemy,  may,  indeed^  do  some 
service  ;  that  is  a  sort  of  command  of  the 
sea,  which,  if  the  effect  he  proportioned  to  the 
means,  must  tend  to  the  great  object,  at 
which  I  aim,  namely,  the  destruction  of 
the  enemy's  valuable  commercial  inter- 
course ;  and,  of  course,  of  his  means  of 
rapidly  raising  and  sending  forth  a  navy, 
equal,  or  superior,  in  numbers,  to  that  of 
England.  But,  Sir,  if  this  mighty  arma- 
ment ;  this  really  great  force ;  this,  pro- 
bably, more  than  half  of  the  force,  which 


England  can  command,  is  intended  to  do 
nothing,  or  should  be  able  to  do  nothing, 
but  merely  capture  an  island,  to  keep 
which  will  require  very  great  strength 
and  expence,  and  which,  after  all,  is  of  no 
great  consequence  ;  if  this,  even  adding 
to  it  the  destruction  of  a  few  ships  of  war 
and  a  naval  arsenal ;  if  these  are  to  be 
the  achievements  of,  perhaps,  80,000 
meut  by  land  and  sea,  and  of  an  expence 
of  millions;  if,  not  to  reckon  the  loss  of 
lives,  "5KcA  effects  are  to  be  purchased  with 
such  means,  what  must  be  our  situation  be- 
fore this  day  five  years  ?  At  this  rate  of 
proceeding;  according  to  this  mode  of 
carrying  on  the  war,  the  destruction  ot 
every  French  ship  will  cost  us  half  a  mil* 
lion  of  money.  Besides,  shall  we,  when 
Napoleon  has  settled  the  af&irs  of  the 
continent,  dare  attempt  such  a  mode  of 
warfare  ?  If,  instead  of  his  now  having  a 
war  to  carry  on  in  Spain  and  another  in 
Austria,  he  hs^  no  war  but  his  war  with 
us  to  attend  to ;  should  we,  in  that  case, 
have  attempted  this  Expedition  ?  It  is 
clear  that  we  should  not  have  dared  to 
attempt  it ;  because,  while  our  force  was 
bent  towards  the  Scheldt,  he  would  have 
had,  from  several  ports  to  the  SouChward, 
squadrons  sallying  out  for  Ireland,  or  other 
parts  of  these  islands.  If,  at  a  time  when 
Napoleon  has  wars  in  Spain  and  Austria, 
and  while  be  himself  is,  perhaps,  seven 
hundred  miles  distant  from  our  point  of 
attack  ;  if,  at  such  a  time,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, it  requires  such  an  armament 
to  destroy  a  few  French  ships,  what  can 
we  expect  to  be  able  to  do,  when  these 
circumstances  shall  be  totally  changed, 
and  when  not  one  circunKtance  favourable 
to  us,  will  remain  ? 

That  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  several  countries  under  the  sway 
of  Napoleon  is  capable  of  being  interrupt- 
ed, and  even  destroyed,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  man,  who  is  ac- 
quainted with  what  has  been  done  in  this 
way  by  some  few  officers  of  your  Majesty's 
navy,  and  by  ONE  in  particular,  whom  it 
is  not  necessary  for  me  to  name.  It  is  not 
less  matter  of  certainty,  that,  as  long  as 
our  present  general  mode  of  warfare  con- 
tinues ;  that  is  to  say,  while  cur  fleets  and 
even  our  cruizers,  lie  like  so  many  batte- 
ries, or  fortresses,  upon  the  water,  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy  and  his  naval  re- 
sources never  can  be  injured.  The  vessels 
of  the  enemy  now  know,  especinlly  wih 
the  aid  of  the  signal-posts  upon  the  j^hore, 
the  situation  of  each  of  our  ships  as  well 
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as  they  know  tb«  situation  of  any  rock  or 
shoal.  To  station  ships  along  the  coasts 
of  the  enemy  is,  therefore,  as  useless  as  it 
would  be  to  fix  so  many  (mays  along  those 
coasts.  They  may,  and  do,  cast  anchor 
and  amuse  themselves  hxfshiug  and  shoot- 
inq,  while  they  see  the  immense  convoys 
of  the  enemy,  moving  along  the  shore, 
completely  out  of  their  reach.  The  ex- 
pence  to  us  is  immense,  while  the  injury, 
and  even  the  inconvenience,  to  the  enemy 
is  scarcely  worth  notice.  Our  commerce 
witii  the  East  Indies  costs  us  more  to  pro- 
tect it,  in  one  year,  than  the  protection  of 
this  commerce  of  France  would  cost  in  a 
man's  life-time;  and,  a  most  striking  cir- 
cumstance is,  that  the  **  annihihted  navy  of 
France"  forces  us  into  all  this  expence  fbr 
the  defence  of  our  commerce  with  the  F.ast, 
a  commerce  which  Napoleon  is  too  wise  to 
envy  us,  and  of  which,  or  of  the  dominion 
out  of  which  it  grows,  he  would  uol  de- 
prive us  if  he  could,  convinced,  as  he  must 
be,  that  that  commerce  and  that  dominion 
are  amongst  the  most  powerful  of  those 
causes,  which  are  working  in  his  favour. 
Yet,  upon  this  worse  than  worthless  com- 
merce we  expend  so  much,  while  he  ex- 
pends scarcely  any  thing  upon  the  pro- 
tection of  that  invaluable  commercial  in- 
tercourse, which  1  bavesoofu'ii  described. 
To  assail  this  intcrcburse,  we  want  no 
addkional  force  ;  we  w  ant  no  more  ships  ; 
we  want  hothing,  that  v\ouId  be  expensive, 
which  we  have  not,  in  aboudance,  already ; 
and,  indeed,  for  this  great  purpose,  the 
forctj  we  already  have  is  three  or  four 
times  as  great  as  it  need  to  be  ;  for,  what 
IS  the  use  of  a  ship  lying,  with  her  sails 
flapping,  in  the  same,  or  nearly  the  same 
plac€,  for  months  at  a  time,  while,  with 
the  naked  eye,  her  co.nmander  sees  the 
crowded  convoys  of  the  enemy  pas^  by 
unmolested  }  That  one  ship,  employed  in 
the  destruction  of  this  commerce,  would  be 
more  useful  to  the  country  than  a  thousand 
ships,  employed  in  looking  at  it,  need  not 
be  insi.Med  upon  ;  but,  to  effect  this  de- 
struction, there- must  be,  besides  that  skill 
andcoaraj^f,  in  which  1  shall  suppose  none 
of  your  i\iajpsty  s  naval  officers  to  be 
Wanting,  a  motive  suirnjient  to  bring  that 
skill  and  courage  into  action,  and  to  cre- 
ate ihat  perseverance  III  watchfuiiiess  and 
toil,  without  which  the  sort  of  warfare, 
here  co»)teti»plaied,  is  not  to  be  carried  on 
with  even  a  chance  of  success.  The  officer, 
wh  >  is  to  assist  in  destroying  the  com- 
merce of  France  and  her  means  of  cre- 
ating a  navy,  must  make  up  his  mind  to 
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live  amidst  rocks  and  shoals,  atid*,  of  course, 
to  the  running  of  continual  risks.  So  that, 
to  say  nothmg  of  his  incessant  labour,  his 
life  and  his  reputation  must  be  hourly  at 
stake.  But,  if  these  difficulties  be  fairly 
encountered,  the  success  is  by  no  means 
doub.lful ;  and,  therefore, ^H  that  is  wanted, 
supposing  our  naval  force  to  tjc  judiciously 
distributed  and  employed,  is,  a  student 
motive  for  the  encouniering  of  these  diffi- 
culties ;  and  to  shew  tb  your  Majesty,  that 
such  motive  does  not,  at  present,  exist,  is 
the  chief  purpose,  for  which  i  have  under- 
taken to  address  vou. 

The  Service,  of  which  I  arid  speaking,  is 
not  one  which  admits  of  being  performed 
in  consequence  of  mere  ordas.     It  does 
not,  like  the  conductirtg  of  a  convo}^  or 
the  fighting  of  ships,  or  the  attacking  of 
a  battery,  admit  of  particular  instructions. 
Genera)  instructions  lAay  be  given  ;  a  la- 
titude to  cruize   in  may  be    prescribed ; 
but,   in  almost  every  case,   each  single 
commander  must  be  left  to  his  own  discre- 
tion, as'to  the  place,  time,  and  manner  of 
dhe  service  to  be  performed.     iS'ovv,  Sir, 
though  it  might,  perhaps,  be  no  very  diffi- 
cult matter  to  find  oui  one  or  two  or  three 
commanders,  in  the  British   navy,  i^'bo, 
froru  a  pure  love  qf^iotyt  or  upon  principles 
0^ pure  patriotism,  would,  iri  spile  of  aH  the 
dilnculties  and  dangers  betbre- mentioned, 
undertake  arid  go  through  the  service  of 
attacLiug  repeatedly  the  coasting  vessels 
of  the  enemy  ;  yet,  1  am  perstiaded,  that 
no   rational   mai\  vt^oiild  expect'  to  firid 
twenty  persons,  sb  actuated,  t-ven  amongst 
that  very  excellent  class  ofmlen,  the  Bri- 
tish nuval  oihcers.     Indeed,  such  charac- 
ters may  be  drawn  by  pOets  for  the  pur- 
poses of  Hispiring  emulation  ;   but,  they  ate 
rarely  to  be  met  with  in  real  life.    It  is 
notorious,  that,  in  ourcountry,  men  seldom 
betom^  soldiers  and  sailors  for  any  other 
reason  than   because  they  art  poor,  every 
man  being  poor,  whose  income  is  deem ea, 
by  othere  as  well  as  himself,  insufficiehf. 
it  IS  therefore  perfectly  prepo^tei  ous  j  men 
may  talk  as  they  ple?ise  about   it,  but  it 
is  perfectly  preposterous  (o  suppos*,  that, 
in  order  to  insure  the  j>erformance  of  ^er- 
vicef<,  whic*h  necessarily  iriiply  greai  daii- 
ffer  of  various  sorts,  besides  unavoidable 
bodily  exertioh  and  fiitigue,  we  staiid  in 
need  of  no  motive  other  than  tlml  df  the 
glory  or  the  patrioiism  oi  tht   act     Our 
practice  indeed,  our  invariable   practice* 
despises  this  theory  ;  for,  while  we   talk 
of  the  glory  of  having  done   this  or  that 
piece  of  service,  we  are  pretty  sure  not  t# 
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forget  Mmelliiiig  of  a  more  substantial 
nttire*  In  short,  erery  tbing  has  its  worth 
in  money  ;  every  service  has  its  price  ; 
Kd,  when  we  talk  of  nwardy  we  always 
mean  money,  or  money's  wortb.  An&r 
viewing  the  list  of  nobiemen  and  gentle- 
aieBj  whose  nanoes  are  to  be  found  amongst 
tke  pennoners  and  sinecure-place  oaen,  it 
woeld  be  miserable  afiectation  to  expect 
ftom  ofilcers  of  the  navy  in  general  the 
pertonnaAce  of  seFviqes^  such  as  1  have 
been  speaking  of,  without  some  motive 
other  than  that  qf  glory  or  qfpairwtivn,  and, 
indeed,  witheut  the  motive  of  gain,  in  one 
shape  or  another.  It  would  be  something 
below  afieclalion ;  it  would  be  to  suppose 
those  officers  senseless  brutes ;  creatures 
cofBpletety  divested,  indeed,  of  what  na- 
ture teafihe»  to  all  other  animals,  namely, 
a  feeling  of  self-preservation,  a  love  of  hie, 
^ease,  and  of  happiness* 

There  ajre^  Sir,  various  reasons,  why 
this  motive  should  be  but  littlis  efficient  as 
to  the  service  I  am  speaking  of,  the  import- 
ant  service  of  distressmg  the  subjeats  of 
our  enemy,  and  of  cutting  of}*  the  source  of 
hu  naval  stores ;  but,  the  principal  one, 
SAdthe  only  one,^ith  which  I  shall  trou- 
hle  jour  Majesty,  at  this  time,  is  the  little 
iiope,  the  very  raint  hope  indeed,  which, 
even  in  case  of  distinguished  success,  the 
practice  of  the  Prm  Courts  leave  the  suc^ 
cessful  cominander  of  derrving  apy  ad- 
vantage whatever  £ronr  such  success  ;  for, 
I  Iril9t,  and,  indeed,  I  am  sure,  your  Ma- 
Jeilv  will  agree  with  me,  that,  to  receive 
half  a  dosen  pounds  out  of  a  prize  worth ' 
foar  or  fire  hand  red  pounds,  ought  not  to 
be  called  an  advantage,  and  that  a  sum  so 
pittful  odght  to  be  beneath  the  notice  of 
any  man  bearing  your  commission.  What 
I  am  now  going  to  lay  before  your  Ma- 
iesty,will,I  am  certain,  astonish  you  as  it 
bas  me.  I  have  been  accustomed  to  look 
iipon  prizes  taken  by  our  ships,  as  the  sole 
property  of  the  oificers  and  men  of  those 
ships,  as  their  reward,  their  hard-earned 
reward ;  what  was  my  astonishment)  then, 
St  learning,  that,  in  many  cases,  much  the 
greater  pait  of  the  amount  was  shared 
amoDgst/m^erj;  and,  that,  in  almost  all 
cases,  a  very  considerable  proportion  of 
the  amount  found  Ms  wfty  wto  this  cbajipel. 
I  shall  now  proireed,  ly^itbout  fujrtber  com- 
nes,  to  giv^e  some  instances  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  Prize-Money,  and,  ii  >s,  I 
hope,  unnecessary  for  me  to  say,  that  I 
give  theoiJrxmi  authe^ic  docuAents; 
dad,  from  tbaaedocQiiieByts  it  will  b^  seen 
ko«r  ^ccfifieoua  are  the  opinions,  which 


have  heretofore  been  generally  entertaiiaed 
as  to   tlie  distribution  of  Prijse-Money. 

The  first  instance  is  that  of  a  French 

prifle  : 

Amount  of  the  S  lies  -     -<£.2dl   11     1 

The  Charges,  including  (/u- 

tie$  and  Proctor* s  bill     -     229     1     4 


Remains  for  the  CaptO^n  !  -       6'i    9     9 

■  ■  >'  ■  *■  ■ 
The  capturing  ship  was  a  38   gun  fri- 
gate ;  and  the  ^ares  were^  acooniuB^  to 
the  present  regulatioii^  as  folJetws  : 
The  Captain     -     •     -     -  ^.K>     S     D 
A  Seaman   ^     «     -     -     -        0     16 
A  Landman      •     -     •     .        0     1     l> 
What  does  your  Majesty  think  of  this  ? 
Was  1  not  rigdt  in  boldly  asserting,  that 
your  Majesty  could  ksotv  nothing  oi'this? 
This  was  a  Frtnch  ahip,  about  which  there 
coi]bld  be  no  dispute,  or,  at  least,  »>  liti^ 
gation  ;  and  yet,  out  of  291  pounds,,  the 
sailor  geta  hut  eighteen  peQiC€,2Si^  the  Cap- 
tain not  tan  guineai,  while   the  Proctor's 
bill  alone  amounts  to  upwards  of  tv:ienfy 

seven  peunds» 1  need  not    appeal  to 

your  Majesty,  whether  here  be  a  motive 
sufficiently  powerful  to  induce  any  one  to 
enter,  with  zeal  and  alacrity^  upon  any 
service  full  oif  diiBcuHy  and  danger,  and 
having  nothing  of  glory  belonging  to  it. 

Another  instance  is  that  of  a  Prize,  the 
sales  of  which  amounted  to  jllU2{.  out  of 
which  the  captors  had  to  pay  358/.  1-U.  2d, 
for  the  Prottor's  bill  alme,  consequently 
one  third  part  of  the  am<)unfc  of  this  prize 
went  to  be  divided  amongst  Judges,  Advo^ 
cates,  Registrars,  MarskitU,  Proctors,  Smr^ 
gates,  and  the  like  ;  so  that»  by  the  time 
that  the  duties  and  other  expence^  were 
cleared,  there  remained,  in  a^l  probability, 
not  above  twenty  pounds  for  the  Captain 
and  about  half  a  crown  for  the  sailor.—- 
I  am  sure,  that  it  is  not^  because  it  cqimoi  he, 
your  M^sty's  wish  that  youf  Navy- 
should  be  thus  rewarded* 

The  hext  Case  presents  us  wit^  the  Gro^s 
Sales  of  a  ship  and  stores  to  the  amount  ^f 
7i5/.  out  of  which  (it  being  a  $aivuge  case) 
thei  Captors  got  43/.  i\s.  yd*  as  s?dvagis, 
while  the  Piioctor's  Bill  ^noumed  to  233/. 
ISs.Od,;  tkttA  the  oeople  in  the  courts  re- 
ceiired  more  thati  qve  times  asmtich  as  thp 
Captain  and  his  bhip's  Company* 

The  next  is  »  nevtral  Case>  ivhere  thj^is 
appears  So  have  beensonie  litigation/ 
Gross  sales    -     -     -     '£AM5  1$     2 
Dutiea      »*.._.       414     2    f) 
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Brought  over    -    -    -    -,£1,001    11     2 
Paid  to  neutral  master  -         391     0     0 


Other  charges 


610  11 
44     0 


Proctor's  bill 

To  be  distributed  between- 


566   10     6 
410     6   10 


the  Captain'and  Crew  <£.156     3     8 

Thus,  while  the  CapUin  and  his  crew 
received  onekundrcd  and  fifty  six  pounds,  the 
Officers  of  the  Court  received ybitr  hundred 
^mdtm  pounds;  -normust  it  be  forgotten 
here,  that,  if  the  prize  had  not  been  con- 
demned, the  Captain,  whx)6e  share  was,  per- 
haps, about  thirty  pounds,  would  have  had 
to  pay,  out  of  his  own  pocket,  not  only 
the  410/.  6s,  \0d,  being  the  amount  of 
the  Proctor's  bill,  but  also  the  amount  pf 
the  damages^  sustained  by  the  neutral.  Who 
will,  who  dares,  run  such  risks  ? 

The  next  is  a  Case,  wherein  the  Captain, 
in  obeying  the  Orders  in  Council^  brought  in 
a  neutral  ship,  part  of  the  cargo  of  which 
was  good  prize ;  and,  your  Majesty  will 
now  see  what  was  the  fruit  of  his  obeclience 
to  those,  orders.  . 
Gro83  sales  of  the  part  of  the 

cargo  condemned       -     -     ,£13  16     6 
Divers  charges^  -     .£40  1 3  8 
Proctor's  bill      -      127   18  7 


168  12  $ 
Oross  sales,  as  above  13  16  6 


Loss  suffered  by  the 
Captain  who  made 
the  Prize     -     -      154 


15  9 


Now,  as  your  Majesty  will  not  fail  to  ob- 
serve, there  was  no  avoiding  this  loss, 
without  a  breach  of  duty  towards  vour 
Majesty  and  the  country.  Not  to  have 
taken  this  neutral,  it  being  manifestly  in 
his  power,  would  have  subjected  the  cap- 
tain to  a  trial  for  his  life.  Is  it  not,  then, 
extremely  hard,  that  he  should  sufl^r  such 
a  loss,  he  whose  pay  is  barely  sufficient 
to  aflbrd,  what,  to  him,  are  necessaries  of 
We ;  is  it  not  hard,  that  he  should  sustain 
such  a  loss,  and  that  the  amount  of  it 
should  go  into  the  pockets  of  those,  who 
have  risked  neither  life  nor  fortune  ?  In 
such  a  case,  surely,  the  law  should  he 
more  merciful.  In  short.  Sir,  there  needs 
nothing  but  the  statement  of  this  case  to 
do  away  all  our  wonder  that  the  sea  is  still 
•OTered  with  the  ships  of  our  enemies. 
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secret  as  well  as  open,  and  that  Napoleon 
is  able  to  replenish  his  arsenals,  and  to 
build  ships  of  war  faster  than  we  can. 

1  shall  cite  one  more  Case,  and  that  I 
shall  give '  in  detail,  as  far,  at  least,  as  I 
post^ess  the  materials.  It  is  that  of  a  ship 
condemned  in  July,  1808,  llie  Gross  Sales 
of  which  amounted  to  £'/i2.  3«.  out  of 
which  only  «£59.  \6s,  remained  to  be  dis- 
tribuied  between  the  Coptain  and  his  crew, 
leaving,  in  the  proportion  of  a  3S  gun 
frigate. 

For  the  Captain   -  -  of9  19     8 
For  a  Seaman  -  -  -  -  0     I     4 
For  a  Landman    -  -  -  0    0  J I 
while  the  Proctor's  Bill  allone  amounted  to 
^58/.  19*.  2rf,  and  while,  as  your  Majesty 
will  see  from  the  Items,  that  the  Advocate's 
clerk,    whose    business  was  to   open  his 
master's  door  twice    to    the  Proctor,  re- 
ceived, out  of  this  prize,  more  than  three 
of  the  seamen  concerned  in  the  capture.— 
Now  to  the  detail: 

Gross  Sales  of  ship,  stores,  and 

cargo    -----     £212    3__0 

DEDUCT. 

Pilotage 4    2    0 

Warehouse  rent       -     -     -  3     3    0 

Labourers     -     -     -     -     -  14  12    4 

Prizemaster  -----  O140 

Advertisements  for  sales,  &,c.  17     5    0 

Ship-keepers      -     -     -     -  13  It    0 

Brokerage     -----  *J149 

Agency 772 

Incidents 10    9    6 

Paid  to  pnvate  Persons  for 

necessary  Services  -     -     -     74     1    9 

Duties 13    86 

Fees  to  the  Custom -House       15  16    6 
Fees  for  release  from  Quaran- 
tine       8  17    6 


Paid  in  taxes,  and  to  tax-officers 

appointed  by  Government        43     2    6 

Paid  to  the  Chest  at  Chatham 

and  Greenwich  Hospital   -       3     2  11 

Actuary's  bill     -     -     -     -     26    5  0 

Judges^  Certificate  -     -     -       ^    6  ^ 
Registering  the  Letter  of  At- 
torney, and  Amount  of  Sales 

at  Doctor's  Commons      -       4    9  0 

Proctor's  bill      -     -     -     -     58  Id  2 


Paid  to  law,  and  other  officers, 

appointed  by  tlte  Government  91   19  10 
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Remains  for  ^the  Captain  and 
bis  crew  to  share  amongst 
them    - 59,  16     0 

That  is  to  say,  then,  the  Captain  and  the 
whole  of  his  creiv  have,  amongst  them  all, 
only  iixteen  skiiih9g9  and  ieri^pence  more  than 
the  Proctor's  bill  alone  amounts  to. — This 
B  what  neither  your  Majesty  nor  your 
people  could  have  thought  possible.  For 
my  part,  though  I  was  aware  of  the  exor- 
bitant charges  of  the  Admiralty  courts, 
tod  though  1  saw,  in  almost  all  of  them, 
tbe  nfllices  filled  by  a  deputy,  who  made 
a  fortune,  while  the  principal,  or  sinecure- 

race-man.  made  a  fortune  also ;  though 
was  aware  of  all  this,  even  I  could  not 
bare  believed  in  the  existence  of  what  I 

am  now  laying  before  your  Majesty. 

To  state  more  particulars  may  appear  to 
be  useless  ;  but,  a  Proctor^ s  bill  must  be  a 
carkwty  to  a  King,  and,  therefore,  I  here 
insert  the  bill,  relating  to  the  afore-men- 
tioned prize. 

^.  f.   d. 
Proctor's  Fee  retained    ----068 
Attending  tlie  Translntor  and  order- 
ing ao  Abstract  of  the  Ship  Papers    0    6    8 
Paid  fyr  same     ---.---j     j     o 
Perusing  ihe  Abstract  and  drawing 
.    Case  for  the  Opinion  of  bis  Ma- 
jesty's Advocate  whether  the  Cap- 
tors could  proceed  if?ith  any  pros- 
pect oi  success    ------0  13    4 

FiirCopy    -- 068 

Aitemliog  His  Majest/s  Advocate 

therewith,  and  teeing  him    -    -    0    6     8 
Paid  bis  Fee     -------220 

His  Clerk     - 026 

Perusing  the  Opinion,  Copy  for  the 
Captor's  Agent,  and  writing  him 
tberewiib  --------068 

Paid  Cnrriage  of  Ship  Papers  and 
Cxaminaticms     ------0100 

Atteodim;  and  retaining  His  Mfyes- 
t/s  Advocate    ----.-•068 

Paid  his  Fee 110 

Attending  before  a  Sarrogate  and 
bringing  in  Ship  Papers  and  Exa- 
minations, and  praying  Monition, 
and  Snirogate's  Fee    -    -    -    -    0    6    0 

Register's  Attendance     -    -    -    -    0    6    8 

ActofCoart    -------038 

filint  Attestation  ------028 

P^  iiA  Monition  under  Seal  Stamps 

and  Ejtractiug 117    8 

Cop?  for  Service 068 

Paw  ^  Marshal  for  Service    -    -    0     6    8 
Certificate  of  Service  -----034 
Praying  Pablication  and  Act    -    -    0    7    8 
Attcncfing  in  the  Registry  inspecting 
^  the  Depositions^  and  bespeaking 

Copy 068 

Pttd  for  0£ce  Copy  thereof,  Stamps 
•ad  Collating 5    4    0 


Eirracting    .---.--.    068* 

Peruttiiig  and  Abstractini;    -    -    -    0  16    8 

Copy  foe  His  Majesty's  Advocate    -390 

Paid  for  the  use  or"   the  standing 

Commission  -----'--086 

Revising  the  Abstract  and  compar- 
ing tne  same  with, the  ExaniiiM- 
tions,  to  enable  me  to  draw  a  Cose 
for  tlitf  0}«inion  und  directions  of 
His  Majesty's  Advocate,  and 
drawing  such  Case  accordingly    -    0  13    4 

Fair  Copy    --------068 

Attending;   his  Majesty's  Advocate 

therewith  and  feeing  bim  -    -    -    0    6    8 

Paid  his  Fee    -------220 

His  Clerk     --------026 

Perusing  the  Opinion  Copy  for  the 
Captor's  Agent  and  writing  hun 
tnercwith      --     -     ----068 

Attending  in  the  Registry  inspecting 
the  Siiip  Papers  and  selecting  sucti 
as  were  necessary  to  be  translated 
on  behulf  of  the  Captors  and  be- 
speaking Copy     ------068 

Paid  for  Translations  and  Office  Copy 

thereof  Stamps  and  Collating    -    9  IS  10 

Extracting    --------068 

Perusing  and  Abstracting     -     -     -     0  13     4 

Copy  for  his  Majesty's  Advocate    -     1     5     0 

Paid  for  Office  Copy  Attestation  as 
to  Ship  Papers,  Stamps,  Collating 
and  Extracting   ------0  16     8 

Perusing  the  same,  and  Copy  for  liis 

Mnjeity's  Advocate     -     -     -     -    0     6     8 

Drawmi^  Allegation  for  Condemna- 
tion of  the  Ship  and  C.irco  and  en- 
grossing the  same  and  .Stamp  0  11     8 

Fee  giving  in  the  Allegattun  u  hen  the 

same  was  admitted  and  Act    -    -     0     7     8 

Paid  filing  same      ------040 

Attending  and  returning  the  Moni- 
tion and  Act  -------078 

Drawii/^  Case  for  the  Hearing  on 

behulf  of  the  Captors     ---•168 

Copy  for  his  Majetjty's  Advocate    -    0  13    4 

Attending  him  with  i he  Case  and  Pa- 
pers, and  feeing  hii:i    -    -     -    -     0    6     8 

Paid  his  Fee     -------330 

Attending  when  the  Cause  was  as- 
signed for  Sentence  on  the  first 
Assignation  and  Act    -    -    -     -    0    7     8 

The  like  on  the  second  Assignation 

and  Act    --------078 

Trinity  Tenn  Fee 068 

Attending  Informations    -    -     -     -     0     6    8 

Fee  when  the  Judge  at  my  Petition 
on  motion  of  his  Majesty's  Advo- 
cate by  Interl<icuiory  Di^rrce  con- 
demned the  Sliip  and  Cargo  and 
Act -07     8 

Interiocutoiry  Foes  to  Judge  Regis- 
trar and  Marshal      -----2188 

Paid  the  Registrar  for  drawing  tbe 
Interlocutory     -----;-    068 

Attending  him  therewith  -    -    -    -    0    6     8 

Deputy  Registrar,  Marshal  and  Crv- 
cr's  Special  Atrendance,  being  an 

Extra  Court  day     -    -    -    -0^(\;fr^4 
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Attending  in  the  Registry  and  bfe- 

»peakhi<;'(*opy  of  the  Interlocutory  0  5  8 
Paid  for  Ot1)co  Copy  rhereof,  Stamps 

and   Collating 10  8 

Paid  the  Registrar  for  Acts,  Spt)rtu- 

la^e  and  Attendances    -    -    -    -  1  10  0 

The  like  for  Copyini^  and  Dispatch  -  1  8  0 

His  Clerks 0  7  6 

Officers  of  the  Court 0  7  6 

Extra-judicial  Attendances  and  Con- 
sultations    0  13  4 

Proctor**  CFcrk 0  7  6 

Leiteri»,  Messengers  and  Sporiuluge  0  6  8 

£.  58  19  2 


Thus,  Sir,  you  see,  that  your  Majesty's 
Advoeait  received,  (withm  £U  lis.  Sd.J 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  this  Prize,  a  sum 
equal  to  that  received  by  the  Captain  who 
took  her,  and  who,  ia  taking  her,  did,  per- 
haps, run  great  risk  of  losing  his  life,  and 
did  certainly  run  a  risk  of  losing  his  mo- 
ney, if,  by  accident,  he  had  any  to  lose. 
I  beseech  your  Majesty  to  look  at  the 
charge^^  which  close  this  bill.  After 
having  charged  separately  for  every  at- 
tendance ;  after  having  made  a  distinct 
item  of  charge  for  every  scrap  of  paper  of 
every  description  ;  atter  having,  as  it 
would  seem,  rung  the  changes  upon  all 
the  terms  of  separate  charge,  there  come 
in,  at  tlie  end,  a  set  of  general  charges  for 
auatdance  and  for  clerks ! 

Applying  these  statements  to  the  great 
point,  upon  which  I  have  been  addressing 
your  Majesty,  can  it  be,  to  any  one,  matter 
of  wonder,  that,  while  this  mode  of  distri- 
buting the  amount  of  Prizes  exists,  the 
commerce  and  naval  resources  of  Napoleon 
remain  uninterrupted  by  our  navy  ?  The 
nature  of  the  service  is  such  as  scarcely  to 
admit  of  any  briiliaru  explail;  such  as 
scarcely  to  alibrd  a  chance  of  any  of  those 
achievements,  which  give  officers  a  claim 
to  honours  or  promotion.  The  service  is  a 
service  of  mere  drudgery ;  of  watching 
and  fatigue  and  care ;  and,  if  it  hold  not 
out  a  pretty  fair  prospect  of  gain,  in  con- 
pensation  for  all  its  toils  and  its  dangers, 
who  will  undertake  such  a  service;  and, 
especially  what  man  of  great  skill  (for 
great  skill  it  requires)  will  so  spend  his 
time,  when,  without  a  positive  breach  of 
orders,  he  can  avoid  it  ? 

It  is  a  circumstance  "not  a  little  galling, 
that,  when  any  officer  of  your  Majesty  s 
navy  has  made  a  prize,  the  prosecution  of 
his  claim  to  her  must  be  committed  to  per- 
sons, not  of  his  own  choosing ;  not  to 
Proctor*  (who  are  merely  Aumivys,j  and 


Advocates  (who  arc  merely  GmmMHmrs) 
chosen  by  himself,  but  to  a  Procter  and 
an  Advocate,  appointed  by  the  minfisten 
of  your  Majesty;  to  persons,  in  short, 
whom  be  nt^  like,  but  whom  also  he  mxf 
dMke,  and  in  whom,  however  unexcep* 
tionable  thohr  character,  he  may  beve  no 
cooiidence,  whether  as  to  ^ent  or  inte- 
grity, if,  indeed,  nothing  was  at  stake 
but  the  prize»  there  might  be  some  shew 
of  reason  in  saying,  that  what  it  taken  by 
the  pttblic  force  shall  be  comnNtted  to  thil 
management  of  none  but  public  officers; 
but,  this  is  not  the  case ;  for,  the  privoU 
property  of  the  capturing  commander  is  li 
stake;  that  property  he  may  lose,  and 
may,  indeed,  be  reduc*ed  to  beggary  and 
k>dged  ia  a  jail  by  the  decision  upon  8 
prize  ;  and,  shall  he  not,  then,  be  at  liber- 
ty ^  choose  his  own  Attorney  and  Cotmseii^tf 
Shall  his  property,,  and,  eventually,  bis 
peFSooal  liberty,  be  committed  to,  be 
wholly  left,  or,  rather,  taken,  into  the  bands 
of  attorneys  and  counsellors,  of  when* 
perhaps,  he  has  a  bad  opinion,  however 
good  may  be  the  opinion  which  otben 
entertain  of  them  ?  It  frequently  happens, 
that  a  partner  of  the  kmg*s  Froctor,  as  he  is 
called,  has  the  management  of  the  cause 
for  the  claimant;  so  that,  the  capturing 
commander,  in  such  case,  is  compelled  to 
commit  his  cause,  and  to  impart  all  bis  do- 
cuments and  other  information,  to  the  sasie 
persons,  who  have  the  management  of  the 
cause  on  the  part  qf  his  adversary;  which, 
were  it  not  a  fact  as  notorious  as  it  isi 
tiever  could  be  believed.  This  was,  some- 
time ago,  complained  of  in  the  House  of 
Commons ;  but,  as  with  respect  to  most 
other  grievances,  no  redress  was  obtained, 
nor  even  proposed  to  be  granted. 

Under  such  discouragements,  under 
such  a  system  of  deciding  upon  Prises,  it 
is  not  to  be  expected,  that 'arduous  servi- 
ces will  be  undertaken  and  prpsecuted  to 
success.  It  is  against  nature  for  a  man 
to  expose  his  life,  or  to  harrass  himself 
half  to  death,  for  the  sake  of  swelling  the 
bags  of  Proctors  and  Advocates,  And 
why  should  not  this  evil,  this  great  bar 
to  the  exertion,  to  the  utility,  of  ovut  naval 
power :  why  should  it  not  be  removed  f 
why  should  not  some  mode  of  decidmg 
upojn  Prizes  be  adoptfed,'  that  would  leave 
to  the  captors  something  like  a  fair  ehaflce 
of  compensation  for  their  toil  and  their 
danger  ?  Why  this  should  not  be  done 
there  can  be  no  reaeon;  but,  why  it  !• 
done,  there  are  reasons  more^  than  suffi- 
cient.   The  rich  oflkes  of  jti^  Mdtfoam, 
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proctor,  surrogate,  marshal,  regls&ar,  aucioiy, 
together  with  the  endless  list  of  «u'uaN 
tems,  fbrm  one  of  the  most  irtipWi'lant 
hedAsofmtnislcrialpatrondge;  or,  in  other 
words  (and  bete  w^  touch  the  real  source  of 
the  evil)  th^se  officies  are  nec6iBsWfy  t(k 
satisfy  the  demands  of  those,  wii  possess 
that  soVt  of  influence,  which  it  H  not  ne- 
cessary to  name,  either  to  your  Majesty 
or  to  the  country  ;  and  which  influence, 
as  it  hfiis  sunk  tBis  nation  fi^om  Whkt:  sh6 
was,  will,  on fess  speedily  put  an  end  to, 
complete  her  degradatioiS  and  her  ruih*. 
How  many  are  the  ways,  in  w'hiibh  this 
poisonous  influence  is  working  tot  oui^  de- 
struction !  But,  iti  no  wr^y,  perhaps,  rtiore 
visibly  than  in  the  one  here  pointed  out, 
where  we  see  it  directly  opposed  to  tho^6 
exertions,  which  are  necessary  to  o^r  na- 
tional safety.  Its  workings  are  to  be 
traced  to  hiiiid*red%  of  other,  mischievous 
etTects ;  but,  here  we  see  it,  af  one  view, 
in  openhosiifify,  not  only  to  great  national 
interests,  but  to  the  very  independence  of 
the  nation ;  artd,  yet,  such  is  the  state  in 
which  we  ar6^  such  is  the  power  of  this 
infioence,  tht*t  I  should  fJielmuch  more 
indignation  than  surprize  iat  heaVing  it 
asserted,  that  the  patronage  arfsing  iroin 
the' profits  of  the  PrTzf'-CourtsWas  of  more 
conseqiieuce  than  the  destruction  of  the 
commVrce  ariU  the  n&val  resources  of 
France.  It  is  riiatter  of  perfect  notoi  i(;ty, 
that  the  far  grater  part  of  the  feo«i  un- 
pose(l  6pofi  Prizes,  go  into  thf*  pockets  of 
iflw^  officers,  lik^  Loiin  Arden,  f6r  in- 
stance. Of  6he  courts  of  Vice  Admiralty 
aBfoafl,  where  the  charges  are,  as  far  as  I 
have  beeiS  able,  to  ascertain,  still  more 
^iorbi^Sant  than  at  home;  of  these  courts, 
it  is  n<itofibus  that  the  officers  reside  in 
England,  and  have  their  fciisiness  perforfaled 
by  'Jej}Uty.  It  is  eqiialfy  riotdrious,  that 
^Hat  tfi^se  sintcure  officers  receive  musi 
^  ID  much  taken  from  the  editors  <if  pnzes ; 
80  (hat,  in  feet,  the  Navy  is,  in  part,  ^t 
^cast,  cfmployed  to  gain  opulence  for  them. 
Is  there.  Sir,*  any  reason  in  this  ?  Would 
it  not  b^  for  better  to  pay  these  Sinecur6- 
ptace-inen  oat  oftfie  taxes,  and  leave  the 
iKivT  to  enjoy  tlib  fuTi  friiit  of  its  earnings  ? 
If  Miere  must  exist  an  infJiiehce  to  b6 
couuieracted  only  by  grants  of  places  or 
pensions,  surely  it  vvere  better  td  take 
the  meadf,  at  once^  out  of  \\\h  purses  of 
the  natioh  at  large,  than  thtis  to  check 
tlioBe  exertions,  upon  which  oiir  eiKistence 
39  a  nation  may  soon  be  foilind  to  depeitd. 
I  am  aWire,  that  there  4Ve  thos^f  who 
vonk)  rathcir  see  tlt^  Navy  perish  than 


see  this  source  of  piatronage  aliridgfed ; 
but,  if  such  men  ate  nut  tew  in  number,  I 
trust  they  wil'i  hav6  no  influence  in  th'6 
councils  of  your  Majesty. 

I  am,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

W«.  COBBfiTT, 
Botln/,  3rd  Aug.  1809. 

SUMMARY  OF  P0UT1C& 

Sift.  Wardlk. it  appears,  that  a  man 

of  the  na'me  of  James  Bixok,  belon^ng  to 
the  Common  Council  of  London,  did,  some 
time  since  the  Trial  of  an  action,  brought 
by  Wright  the  Upholsterer  against  Mr. 
Wardle,  give  notice,  in  the  Common  Coiin- 
cil,  of  a  motiofi  fot  rescinding  the  Vots  op 
ThanRs,  passed  fait  Spring  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Wardle.  This  was  dorte,  apparently, 
to  fed  the  pulse,  not  only  of  the  Common 
Council,  but  of  the  nation  at  large.  The 
notice  was  left  thus,  rtot  acted  Oipon;  but. 
Ml*.  Alder  nan  Good^eheue,  Mr.  ^aitH- 
MAN,  and  others,  took  th'e  matter  up  in 
a  very  proper  naan^er;  arid,  in  conse- 
quence 01  a  Requisition  to  the  Lord  Mayor, 
a  Sj>ecial  Court  of  Common  Council  was 

held  on  Tuesday,  the  1st  instant. ^The 

Proceedings  though  very  iriterestihg,  are 
too  loiig  for  insertion  here.  Ilshalf  there- 
fore content  mysetfwifh  givitig  the  Reso- 
lutions that  were  passed;  and,  froraf  which 
Resolutions  it  win  be  seen  what  ih6  public^ 
robbers,  those  who  are  endeavouring  to 
decry  Mr.  Wardle,  have  gained  bv  ihh 
meeting,  ff-om  which,  I  hear,,  many  of  them 
expected  so  much. 

"  A  Common  Council,  holden  in  the 
"Chamber  of  (he  Guildhall  of  the  City 
"  of  London  J  on  Tuesday  the  1st  of  Aug*, 
"  180d. 

*'  Resolved,  That  this  Court  did,  on 
"  the  6th  day'  of  April  last,  express  its 
"  thanks  amf  gratitude  to  G.  L.  Wardle, 
*'  6Sq.  for  tis  conduct  in  bringing  forward 
"  and  substantiating  serious  Charges  against 
^*  the  late  Commander  in  Chief  which,  not- 
**  withstanding  the  majority  in  his  favour 
"  in  the  House  of  Commons,  compelled 
"  his  resignation.  Thai  no  circwnstunce 
"  has  klnce  transpired  which  can  in  ani/  man* 
"  ner  lessen  the  importance  qf  that  inves- 
♦*  tigatidh,  impeach  his  motives,  or  affect  t/ie 
"  merits  qf  the  case.  On  the  contrary,  his 
*'  unwearied  exertions,  perseverance  and 
**  fortitude,  tinder  unexampled  threats  and 
^'  difficulties,  have  developed  a  scene  of 
''  scandalotis  abuse  and  corruption,  not 
**  oiily  in  the  army,  but  in  various  de- 
^'  pdrttnents  of  the  State. 
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'*  That  it  has  been  discovered  by  the 
'  said  investigation,  that  these  abuses  have 
'  extended,  not  only  to  the  disposal  of 
f  Church  and  East  India  Patronage,  but 
^  also  to  the  disposal  of  Seats  in  the  Le- 
'  gislaturc,  and  charges  have  been  brought 
'forward  and  proofs  offered,  implicat- 
'  ing  in  such  corrupt  and  illegal  traffic 
'  Lord  Viscount  Castlercagh,  the  Ho- 
'  nouraJ^le  Spencer  Perceval,  and  the 
'  Honourable  Henry  Wellesley,  all  mem- 

*  bers  of  the  House,  and  then  and  now 
'holding  ostensible  situations  in  his  Ma- 
'  jei>ty*s  Government,  a  traffic  which,  in 
'  the  language  of  the  Speaker  of  the 
'House  of  Commons,  "  Would  bring  a 
'.*'  greater  scandal  upon  the  Parliament 
'  "  and  the  Nation  than  this  country  has 
'  "  ever  known  since  Parliament  has  had 
'  **  an  existence." 

*'  That  the  said  investigation  has  also  led 
'  to  the  discovery,  that  the  said  Lord 
'  Castlereagh,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Secrc- 
'  taries  of  State,  and  late  President  'of 
'the  Board  of  Controul,  did,  in  flagrant 
'  breach  of  his  duty  as  a  Minister,  abuse 
'  of  his  patronage,  and  gross  violation  of 
'  the  Constitution,  place  a  Writership  in 
'  the  hands  of  Lord  Clancarty,  a  Mem- 
'  ber  of  the  same  Board,  for  the  purpose 
'of  obtaining  for  him  a  Seat  in  Parlia- 
^  ment ;  which  fact  the  said  Lord  Castle- 
'  reagh  has  himself  admitted,  and  notwith- 
'  standing  there  appeared  a  smaller  ma- 
'jority  in  his  favour,  than  appeared  in 
»  favour  of  the  Duke  of  York,  in  ma- 
'  nifest  injustice  to  his  royal  highness,  and 
'  gross  insult  to  the  Nation,  the  said  Lord 
'  Castlereagh  still  retains  his  official  situ- 
'  ation. 

"  That  these  ^attacks  upon  the  vital  prin- 
'  ciples  of  the  Constitution -have  been 
'  made  without  punishment  or  censure ; 
'and  motions  for  inquiry  into  such  prac- 
'  tices  have  been  rejected,  upon  the  al- 
'  ledged  frequency  and  notoriety  of  them; 
'  and  Parliament  has  thereby,  as  well  as 
'  by  passing  a  Bill  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
'  Scats  in  that  House,  recognized  and  ac- 
'  knowlcdged  the  corrupt  influence  under 
'  which  it  has  been  called  together,  and 
'  exercised  its  functions. 

"  That  it  was  stated  by  Mr.  Wardle, 
'  that  there  was  an  Office  publicly  kept 
'  open  for  the  Sale  of  Places  under  Go- 

*  vernment,  and  although  such  statement, 
'  when  made,  only  excited  the  derision  of 
'  Ministers  and  the  House,  it  has  since, 
'  appeared  that  the  above  statement  was 
'  correct ;'  and  his  Majesty's  Mini»tera 


"  have  indicted  and  convicted  several  per- 
•'  sons  concerned  therein,  and  such  prac- 
"  tices  were  declared  in  the  said  indict- 
"  ment  to  have  a  tendency  to  degrade, 
'*  vilify,  and  traduce  and  bring  into  con- 
"  tempt,  the  Administration  of  the  Coun- 
"  try. 

"  That  by  various  statements  which  Mr. 
"  Wardle  has  lately  submitted  to  Parlia- 
"  ment,  it  appears,  that  by  a  correction  of 
"  the  frauds,  abuses,  corruption  and  pecu- 
"  lation,  which  have  been  found  to  exist 
"  in  every  branch  of  the  public  cxpeudi- 
"  ture  to  which  inquiry  has  extended,  and 
"  a  wise  and  honest  application  of  our  re- 
"  sources,  the  people  mizht  be  relieved 
"  fromi  heavy  and  oppressive  burthens,  if 
"  not  wholly  from  that  inquisitorial  and 
"  most  grievous  of  all  imposts,  the  Tax 
"  upon  Income.  That  his  conduct  on  this 
"  occasion  seems  to  have  drawn  upon  hin, 
^'  in  a  high  degree,  the  malice  and  rancour 
'<  of  those  who  are  interested  in  the  con- 
"  tinuance  of  these  abuses. 

"  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Court,  in- 
"  dividuals  who  devote  their  exertions  to- 
"  wards  exposing  and  correcting  public 
"  abuses,  are  at  all  times  entitled  to  the 
"  support  and  protection  of  the  country, 
"  particularly  at  the  present  momcHt,  when 
"  there  appears  an  unabating  effort  on  the  part 
"  qf  those  notorj^sty  under  the  wfluence  of 
"  Government,  or  who  participate  in  the  cr- 
"  istiitg  frauds,  corruptions  and  peculations, 
*'  to^ay  down,  vilify  and  traduce  every  man 
"  who  lias  courage  and  integrity  to  expose  such 
"  practices,  in  order  to  mislead  the  public, 
"  and  divert  their  attention  from  these  great 
"  evils,  "  WoonxHORPE." 

This  concluding  B««olution  contains 
sentiments  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  mo- 
ment. It  is  the  duty  of  us  all,  as  far  as 
each  is  able,  to  stand  by  Mr.  Wardle. 
An  attempt  has  been  made,  and  is  mak- 
ing, to  cry  down  the  public  cause  through 
him.  The  villainous  language,  the  atro- 
cious falshoods,  of  the  hireling  press, 
though  certainly  surpassing  what  nas  ever 
been  heard  before,  is  no  more  than  what 
was  to  be  expected.  ,  It  must  be  thus  be- 
fore the  thing  be  at  an  end.  It  always 
has  been  so,  in  all  sUch  cases.  The  state 
our  enemies  are  in,  resembles  that  of  a 
foot-pad:,  just  when  he  is  mustering  up 
courage  to  add  murder  to  robbery.  Guilt 
engenders  fear ;  his  courage  proceeds 
from  cowardice,  which  is  always  bloody. 
These  dastardly  writers  tremble  as  tbey 
attack,  and  can  scarcely  prevent  their 
shout  from  becoming  a  howl;  and^  in 
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•hort.  With  the  sole  exception  of  those  by 
whom  they  are  prompted,  they  are  the 
most  wretched  as  well  as  the  raoflt  despi- 
cable of  mankiod. 

Several  topics,  nwing  to  the  length  of 
the  foregoing  Letter,  must  be  postponed. 

' 1  do  not  agree  with  my  correspondent, 

that  the  country  "  vermin,  as  he  empha- 
tically calls  them,  are  beneath  n^  notice ; 
for  though  I  agree  wiih  him,  that  it  is 
mottprobab'e,  from  what  we  have  recently 
seen,  that  they  were  "  blown  at  me  by 
"  their  masters  in  tofuon,  as  the  beggars  in 
"  Ireland  blow  lice  at  those  against  whom 
^'  they  have  a  spite  ;'^  stiH,  to  follow  up 
the  comparison,  he  will  agree,  I  suppose, 
that  it  is  necessary  to  squeeze  the  said  lice, 
and  not  to  pretend  that  they  are .  beneath 
voar  notice. 


COBBETT'S 
Parliamentary  Debates: 

The  Twelfth,  Thirteenth,  and  Fourteenth 
Volumes  of  the  above  Work,  comprising 
the  Proceedings  in  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment during  the  last  Session,  are  in  the 
Press,  and  will  be  published  with  all  pos- 
iible' dispatch. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

French  Army   in  Austria.  —  Tiocntjf'^ih 
Bulletin.    (Continued  from  p.  128.^ 

Passage  acrosj  the'irm  of  the  Danube  to 
Hkte  lUand  Lobau. 

Ou  the  Hhf  at  ten  in  the  ereuin^,  gen. 
Oadinot  caused  1,500  voltigeurs  to  be  em- 
barked on  the  great  arm  of  the  Danube, 
commanded  by  gen.  Conroux.  Col.  Baste, 
with  ten  gumboats,  conreyed  them,  and 
disembarked  th«m  beyond  the  little  arm 
of  the  island  Lobau/  in  the  Danube.  The 
batteries  of  the  enemy  were  aoon  silenc- 
^>  and  he  was  driven  from  the  woods  to 
the  village  of  Muhleuten. — At  eleven  in 
^  evening,  the  batteries  raised  agaiUst 
EnzerwJorf  received  orders  to  beipQ  their 
firing.  The  howitzers  set  this  unK>rtunate 
little  town  on  fire,  and  in  less  than  half  an 
iMmrihe  enemies  batteries  bad  ceased  to 
operate.— The  chief  of  battalion  Dessales, 

director  of  the  bridges,  and ,  engineer 

•f  the  marine^  had  prepared  in  the  island 


Alexander,  a  bridge  of  80  toises,  of  a 
single  piece,  and  five  great  ferry  boats. — 
CoT.  St.  Croix,  aide^du-camp  of  the  duke 
de  Rivoli,  embarked  in  barges  with  «,500 
men,  and  landed  on  the  left  bank. — The 
bridge  of  a  single  piece,  the  first  of  the 
kind  which  has  hitherto  been  made,  was 
fixed  in  less  Uian  five  minutes,  and  the  in- 
fantry passed  over  it  with  great  rapidity. 
Capt.  mzelitt  fixed  a  bridge  of  boats  in  an 
hour  and  an  half.  Capt.  Payerimoffe  formed 
a  bridge  of  rafts  in  two  hours. — ^Thos,  at 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  army  had 
four  bridges,  and  had  debouched  on  the 
left  1500  toises  below  Enzersdorf,  pro- 
tected by  the  batteries,  and  the  ri^ht  upon 
Vittau.  The  corps  of  the  duke  de  Rivoli 
formed  the  left;  that  of  count  Oudinot,  the 
centre  ;  and  that  of  the  duke  of  Auerstadt, 
the  right ;  the  corps  t>f  the  prince  de  Pont« 
Corvo,  the  Viceroy  and  the  duke  of  Ragusa, 
the  ^ard ;  and  the  cuirassiers  formed 
the  second  line  and  the  bodies  of  reserve. 
Utter  darkness,  a  violent  storm  and  rain, 
which  fell  in  torrents,  rendered  this  night 
as  frightful  as  it  was  propitious  to  the 
French  army,  and  was  about  to  be  gloT 
rious  to  it. — On'  the  5th  at  day-break, 
every  one  perceived  what  had  been  thfe 
project  of  the  En^peror,  who  was  then,  with 
his  whole  army,  arranged  in  order  of  battle 
at  the  extremity  of  the  enemy's  left,  hav- 
ing turned  all  his  entrenched  camps,  hav- 
ing rendered  his  works  useless,  and  thus 
obliging  the  Austrians  to  abandon  their 
positions,  and  come  and  offer  him  battle 
on  the  spot  that  was  convenient  to  him. 
The  great  problem  was  thus  resolved,  and 
without  passing  the  Danube  on  other  points 
— without  receiving  any  protection  from 
the  works  he  had  raised,  he  forced  the 
enemy  to  fight  three  quarters  of  a  league 
from  his  redoubts.  From  that  moment  the 
greatest  and  happiest  results  were  presag- 
ed.— At  eight  iu  the  morning,  the  bat- 
teries, which  had  played  upon  Enzersdorf, 
had  produced  such  an  effect  that  the  ene- 
my was  obliged  to  let  that  town  be  oc- 
cupied by  no  more  than  four  battalions. 
The  duke  of  Rivoli  dispatched  his  first 
aide-de-camp,  St.  Croix,  against  it,  whb 
did  not  meet  with  a  great  resistance,  and 
took  prisoners  all  who  remained  in  it. — 
Count  Oudinot  surrounded  the  castle  6f 
Sachsengang,  which  the  enemy  bad  forti- 
fied, forced  900  men  who  defended  it  to 
capitulate,  and  took  12  pieces  of  cannon. 
— The  Emperor  then  caused  the  whole 
army  to  4^read  itself  along  the  immense 
plain  of  'EmexsiQrf' 
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Battle  of  JEnzersdorf. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  eoemy,  confound  - 
B(\  in  all  his  projects,  grad gaily  recovered 
from  h.i^  aatonUhment,  aikl  endeavoured 
to  regain  some  advantages  in  this  new 
field  of  bati^e.  For  this  purpose  he  de- 
tached aereral  columns  of  infantry,  a  con- 
siderable nosnbter  of  pieces  of  artillery, 
awl  all  his  cavalry,  as  well  of  the  line  as 
the  new  levies,  in  order  to  attempt  to  out- 
flank the  right  of  the  French  army.  In 
consequence  he  occupied  the  village  of 
Butzendorf.  The  Emperor  ordered  gen. 
Oudinot  to  carry  this  village,  to  the  right 
of  which  he  sent  the  duke  of  Auerstadt,  in 
order  to  proceed  to  the  head-quarters  of 
.prince  Charles,  going  always  from  the 
right  to  the  left. — From  noon  till  nine  in 
the  evening  the  French  armies  manoeuvred 
oa  this  immense  plain.  All  the  villages 
were  occupied,  and  wheji  the  French  had 
renched  the  heights  of  the  entrenched 
camps  of  the  enemy,  they  fell  of  their  own 
.accord,  and  as  if  foy  enchantment.  The 
duke  de  Rivoli  caused  them  to  be  occupi- 
ed without  resistance.  It  was  thus  we siiz- 
ed  the  works  of  Essling  and  Groa-Aspem, 
,and  the  labour  of  40  days  was  of  no  use 
to  the  enemy.  He*  made  some  resistance 
.in  th^  village  of  Ras<;))dorf,  which  the 
prince  de  Ponte  Corvo  caused  to  be  at- 
tacked and  carri^  by  the  Saxons.  The 
tnemy  was  every  where  overwhelmed  by 
the  superiority  of  our  fire.  This  immense 
fieAd  of  battle  was  covered  with  his  re- 
mains. 


Battle  of  Wagram. 

Strongly  alarmed  by  the  progress  of  the 
"Trench  army«  and  the  great  successes 
yritich  it  obtained,  with  scarcely  any  ef- 
fort, the  enemy  put  all  his  troops  in  mo- 
tion>  and  at  six  m  the  evening  he  occupied 
the  following  ppsition  :-— his  r'ght  from 
Stadclau  to  Gerasdorf,  his  centre  from  Ge- 
rasdorf  to  Wagram,  and  his  left  from  \Va- 
fftam  to  Neu:iicdel.  The  French  army 
.^ad  its  left  at  Gros-Aspern,  its  centre  at 
jjl^chdorf,  and  its  risht  at  Glenzindorf. 
in  thi;^  positLou,  the  Jaj>  was  nearly  .at  a 
,4;lo3e,  and  .wc  had  ue(;e$sarily  to, expect  a 
j^^t  battle  on  the. morrow  ;  but  this  was 
to  ^e  avoided,  ai?d  the  position  of  the  ene- 
iiny  to  be  j^ntieriieqted,  .so  as  to  preventhim 
.from  forming  ;apy  jvlan>  by  taking  posses- 
^on  in  the  T»ight,  o.f  the  village  of  \Va- 
jfwun.  .In  this  case,  his  Jfne,  already 
,of  an  icnmcA3e  le,ngjth,  being  ^udflenly  ai- 
./(ailed^  ^nd  exposed  to  ithe  ^hAQces.jgf 
combat,  the  different  .l^CMlies  of  lij^  ^my 


.  would  be  dispersed  without  ord^r  or  di- 
I  rection,  and  we  sliould  succeed  at  an  ea$y 
!  rate  ^nd  without  any  serious  engagement. 
The  attack  on  Wagram  took  place,  and 
I  our  troops  took  possession  of  the  village ; 
I  but  a  column  of  Saxons  and  a  coluinn  of 
J  Freaicb  mistook  each  other  in  the  dark  for 
enemies,  and  this  operation  failed.—We 
then  prepared  fc^r  the  battle  of  Wagram. 
It  .appears  that    the   dispositians  of  the 
Frf  nch  general  and  the  Austrian  general 
were  inv.erted.     The  Empei-or  passed  the 
night  in  accumulating  Uis  forces  towards 
his  centre,  where  he  was  in  person,  with- 
in cannon  shot  of  Wagram.     With  this 
view,  the  duke  d^  Rivoli  moved  upon  the 
left  of  Aderklau,  leaving  at  Asp* m  a  single 
division,  with  orders  for  it  to  fall  back,  in 
case  of  necessity,  upon  the  island  of  U)- 
bau.     The  duke  of  Auerstr.dt  received  or- 
ders to  leave  unoccupied   the   village  of 
Groashoflfen  ♦hat  he  might  approach  the 
centre.  The  Austrian  general^  on  the  ('on- 
trary,  ueakened  his  centre,  to  secure  and 
augment  his  exireimLies,  which  he  still 
farther  extended.^ — On    the   6th  at  day 
break,  the  prince    de   Ponte  Corvo  oc- 
cupied the  k  ft,  havinjj  the  duke  of  Rivoli  in 
a  second  line.  The  Viceroy  cMmectedbim 
with  the  centre,  where  the  corps  of  qpunt 
Oudinot,  that  of  the  duke  of  Ragusa,  those 
of  the  imperial  guards,  and  the  divisions  of 
cuirassiers,  formed  seven  or  eight  lines.— 
The  duke  of  Auerstadt  marchjed  from  the 
right  to  reach  the  centse.     Tho  eatmy,  on 
the  contrary,  put  Bellegarde^s  corps  in 
motion  for  Stadelau.     The  corps  of  Collo- 
wrath,  Lichtenslein,  and  Hiller,  connected 
their  right  with  the  position  of  Wagram, 
where  prince  Hohenzollern  was^  and  with 
the   extremity   of  the  left   at  Is'eusiedel, 
where  the  corps  ofRosenberg  debouched  in 
order  also,  to  out-flank  that  of  the  duke 
.of  Auerstadt.    The  corps  of  Ri»^iberg, 
and  that  of  the  duke  of  Auei-stadti  moving 
in  opposite  directions,  encountei;ed  each 
other^  with  the  first  rays  of  the  sun,  and 
.ffave  the  signal  of  battle.     The  JLniperor 
jnstantly  repaired  to  this  poiiU,  ordered 
.the  duke  of  Auei)stadt  to  be  reinforced  hy 
tjie  division  of  tj;ie.dujce  of,  Padua*s  eui- 
rassiers, ,  and   the  cQrps  .of  .Roiseni;>erg  to 
be  ^atta^l^ed  in.  flank,  by.  a  b?^fery  of 
.,t,vv^ve  ^pps,  of,jl^,  divisif>n.of  c^nt  de 
lyansouly ..  In ,  jess, than  three  quarters  of  an 
j^our,  the  i^ije  c^ijps  of  tlio,  duke  of  Auers- 
tadt, g^a^ve  .a  e99d  aqcQunt:of  the  corps  of 
S^s^b^rg,  ^^e^ting  it,  and  driving  it 
jt^eijjQqd.IJfeB&ie^i  ^vvith  con^^iderable  loss. 
In  thjejoc^  t^e^  a  cfUlaoaade.c9^^P^I^* 
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eed  ^ooff  the  wbple  of  the  line,  and  the 
jeoeroy'9  disipMMitions  were  every  moment 
dtfcovering  themselves.  The  wliole  of  bis 
leftwassecofed  ivith artillery. — One  might 
have  ^aid,  tbtit  the  Austriau  general  was 
iiot^ghtiiig  for  victery^  but  was  looking 
ooly  to  the  means  of  ioiproviiig  it.  This 
diiposition  of  the  •ettemy  seemed  so^ absurd, 
that  sqme  snare  was  apprehended,  and  the 
Emperor  delayed  some  time  beioS'e  he  or- 
dered iboee  easy  dispositions  which  he 
had  to  make  to  disconcert  those  of  the 
enemy,  and  render  them  iatal  to  him. 
He  ordered  the  4ake  de  RivoH  to  make  an 
attack  on  the  village  occupied  by  the 
enemy,  and  which  somewhat  straitened 
the  extremity  of  the  centre  of  the  army, 
fie  ordered  Aie  duke  of  Auerstadt  to  turn 
the  position  of  Neostedel,  and  thence  to 
posh  on  upon  Wagram  ;  and  be  formed  the 
ioke  of  Kagusa's  troops,  and  thaseof  gen. 
Macdonald,  in  colmnn,  to  carry  Wagram 
at  the  monent  the  duke  of  Auerstadt 
should  debouch. — ^While  these  proceedings 
were  taking  place^  information  was  re- 
ceived that  the  enemy  was  making  a  firi- 
<m  attack  upon  the  village  cairied  by  the 
duke  of  fiivoli ;  that  our  left  was  out 
tanked  by  S>000  toises,  that  a  brisk  can- 
nonade wae  already  heard  at  Oros-Aspern, 
and  that  the'  space  between  €!ros-Aspern 
wd  WagraKi  seemed  to  be"  covered  with 
an  immense  line  of  artillery.  There  was 
no  longer  any  room  for  doubt — The  ene- 
my had-coroznitted  an  enormous  fault,  and 
we  had  only  to^wofit  by  it.  The  Emperor 
instantly  ordered  gen.  Maedonald  to  form 
the  divisions  of  firousmer  and  Lamarque  in 
cotunuis  of'atta<;k.  He  ordepcd  the  di- 
t^ision  of  Nansmity  to  be  supported  by  the 
horse-guards,  and  a  battery  of  dO  guns  be- 
longing to  the  guards,  and  40  of  different 
other  corps.  General  connt  Lauriston,  at 
»he  head  of  his  battery  of  100  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, marched  at  a  trot  agaiust  the  ene- 
my, advanced  without  firing  to  within 
half  gun-shot  distance,  and  there  opeaed 
a  pradigioui>  fire,  w4)ich  silenced  that  of 
the  «nemy,  a«d  spread  death  among  his 
/anks.  Gen.  Macdonald  then  advanced 
at  ihe  pas  de  charge, — The  general  of  divi- 
Hon  Reille,  with  the  brigade  of  fuailiers 
and  sharp^ooters  of  the  guards,  sap- 
ported  gen.  Macdonald.  The  guards 
Joade  acliftnge  of  front,  in  order  to  ren- 
der this  flttadc  mfiillible.  In  an  instant 
the  enemy's  centre  lost  a  league  of  ground ; 
bis  right  became  alarmed,  and  perceiving 
the  daagefoos  position  in  which  it  was 
plactd,  rapidly  fell  back.    The  dijdce  of 


Rivoli,  at  that  moment,  attacked  it  ia 
front. — Whilst  the  rout  of  the  centre  struck 
consternation  into  the  right  of  the  enemy, 
and  precipitated  its  movements,  the  left 
was  attacked  and.  out- flanked  by  the  duke 
of  Auerstadt,  who  had  carried  Neusiedel, 
and  who  having.gained  the  elevated  plain, 
was  marching  upon  Wagratn.  The  divi- 
sions of  Broussier  and  Gudin  covered  them* 
selves  with  glory. — It  was  only  then  tea 
o'clock  in  the  morning;  and  those  who 
had  the  least  penetration  saw  that  the  fate 
of  the  day  was  decided,  and  the  victory 
was  ours. — At  noon,  count  Oudinot  inarch- 
ed upon  Wagram,  to  assist  the  attack  of 
the  duke  of  Auerstadt.  He  was  successful, 
and  carried  that  important  position.  Af- 
ter ten  o'clock,  the  enemy  fought  only  to  . 
effect  his  retreat ;  at  twelve  this  was  mani- 
fest ;  it  was  conducted  in  disorder ;  long 
before  dark  the- enemy  was  out  jof  sight.-— 
Our  left  was  posted  at  Jefelsee  and  Ebers- 
dorff;  our  centre  upon  Ohersdorf,  and  the 
cavalry  of  our  right  extended  their  posts 
as  far  as  Shonkirdien. — ^On  the  TJth,  at  day- 
break, the  army  was  in  oiotion,  and  march- 
ing upon  KomenUourg  and  Wolkei:sdorf> 
and  had  .some  posta  near  Ijicolsbourg. 
The  enemiy,  cut  off  from  Hungary  and 
Moravia,^  had  been^forced  to  fall  back  upon 

Bohemia Such  is  the  naniitivc  of  the 

battle  of  Wagram,  a  battle  decisive  .  aini 
evet  memorable,  in  which  frora  three  to 
four  hundred  thousand  •  men,  and  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  huiuired  pieces  of  cannon, 
contended  for  great  interests,  upon  afield 
of  baUle,  studied,  planned,  and  fortified 
by  the  enemy  for  several  months.  Ten 
pair  of  colours,  40  pieces  of  cannon;  20,000 
prisoners,  including  between  Sand  400 
officers,  and  a  considerable  nuo^ber  of 
generals,  colonels,  and  maiofs,^  are  the 
trophies  of  this  victory.  .  The  fields  of 
battle  are  covered  with  the  slain  j  among 
whom  are  the  bodies  of  several  generals, 
and  among  others,  one  called  Norman,  a 
Frenchman,  a  traitor  to  his  couqtry,  who 
pros-tituted  his  talents  against  her. — AJl 
tlie  enemy's  wounded  have  fallen  into  our 
hands.  Those  whom  he  abandoned  at  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  were  found 
in  the  adjacent  villages.  It  may  be  cal- 
culated that  the  result  of  this  battle  will 
be  that  of  reduc'mg  the  Austrian  army  to 
less  than  60,000  men. — Our  loss  has  been 
considerable;  it  is  estimated  at  1,500  in 
killed,  and  from  3  to  4,000  wounded. — 
The  duke  of  Islria,  at  the  moment  when  he 
was  preparing  for.  an  attack  with  the  ca- 
valry, had  his  horse  shot  dekd  by  a  cannon 
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ball,  which  fdl  upon  his  saddle,  and 
slightly  grazed  hi^  thigh. — The  general  of 
division,  Lasalle,  was  killed  by  a  musket 
ball.  He  wab  ah  officer  of  the  greatest 
merit;  and  dne  of  our  best  light  cavalry 
gener.ils. — The  Bavarian  general  Wrede, 
and  genf^rals  Seras,  Grenier,  Vignolle,  Sa- 
hiici  Frorc,and  Defrance,were  wounded. — 
Colonel  prince  Aldobrandini  was  wounded 
in  the  arm  by  a  musket  ball ;  the  majors 
of  the  guard,  Dausnienil  and  Carbeneau, 
were  also  wounded  ;  the  adjutant  com- 
mandant, Duprat,  was  killed;  the  colonel 
of  the  9th  infantry  of  the  line  fell  or*  the 
field  of  hattle. — ^That  regiment  has  covered 
ibeif  wUh  glory. — -The  Hft  'crs  of  the  staft" 
ixiti2  preparing  a  FL-tur!!  of  our  losses. — A 
partiiti!ar  circnm^iJncc  incident  to  this 
pnind  bfiitle  \%  ibiit  ihc  columns  nearest  to 
Vfconfi  were  only  about  !/20()toises  from 
'it  'rheoatiftcmus  poptilutson  of  that  capi- 
*til  cnfijfej  I  he  torrttf,  iliS  steeples,  the 
rr>frfij  iifitbc  briiL^  fi,  and  every  elevated 
sitiimioiw  tty  witness  ihi*i  t^pectacle. — The 
emptrar  df  Au5lri:i  I*;  ft  Wntkersdorf  on  the 
Oih,  at  five  ill  ihe  mornirLt<;'and  ascended 
a  tower,  from  which  he  had  a  view  of  the 
field  of  b*attle,  and  where  be  remained 
until  midnight.  He  then  set  bff  in  all 
haste. — ^The  French  head-quarters  were 
transferred  to  Wolkcrsdorf,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  7th. 

Twenty-Sutk   BulUiin,    dated   Wolkersdorf, 
JiiiyO. 

The  enemy  retreated  in  the  utmost  dis- 
order. We  have  collected  a  part  of  his 
bagffage.  His  wounded  have  fallen  into 
our  hands ;  we  have  already  counted  more 
than  12,000;  all  the  villages  are  "filled 
with  them.  In  five  or  six  hospitals  alone 
we  have  found  more  than  6,000. — The 
duke  de  Rivoli,  pursuing  the  enemy  by 
Stokerau,  is  already  arrived  at  Holla- 
brunn. — The  duke  de  Ragusa  had  at  first 
followed  on  the  road  to  Brunn,  which  he 
quitted  at  Wolkersdorf^  in  order  to  take 
that  of  Znaim.  At  nine  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing he  met  at  Laa  a  rear-guard,  which  he 
routed  :  he  took  900  of  them  prisoners. 
He  will  be  to-morrow  at  Znaim. — ^The 
duke  of  Aueratadt  is  arrived  to-day  at 
Nicolsbourg. — The  emperor  of  Austria, 
prince  Anthony,  with  a  suite  of  about  200 
chariots,  coaches,  and  other  carriages,  slept 
on  the  6th  at  Erensbruun,  the  7ih  at  Hoi- 
labrunn,  the  8th  at  Znaim,  whence  they 


set  out  at  nine  of  the  morning.    Accord^ ' 
ing  to  the  relation  of  the  country  people 
who  conducted  them,  their  dejection  was 
extreme. — One  of  the  princes  de  Rohan 
was  found  wounded  on  the  field  of  battle. 
Lieut.  field-marshf\l  Wur^akowicz  is  among 
the  prisoners. — The  artillery  of  the  gu«rd 
covered  itself  with  glory.     Major  Abo- 
ville,  who  commanded,  was  wounded.   The 
Emperor  has  mtlde  him  general  of  brigade. 
The  chief  of  a  squadron  of  artillery,  Gran- 
ner,  has  lost  an  arni.     These  intrepid  ar- 
tillerymen displayed  all  the  power  of  this 
terrible  weapon. — The  horse  chasseurs  of 
the  guard  charged,  and  drove  back  on  the 
day  of  the  battle  of  Wagram,  three  squares 
of  infantry.     They   (ook   four  pieces  of 
cannon.      The   light-horse   Poles  of  the 
guard   charged  a  regiment   of  pikemen. 
They  took  the  prince  of  Aue rsperg  prison- 
er, and  captured  two  pieces  of  cannon.— 
The*  Saxon 'hussara  d' Albert  charged  the 
cuirassiers  tPAIbert,  anfl  took  their  colours. 
It  was  a  very  'singular,  thing  to  sec  tiro 
regiments  belongmg  4o  the  same  colonel 
•fi^Htihgone  against  theotber. — Itappean 
thaf  the  enemy  is  abandoning  Moravia  and 
Hungary,  and  is  retiring  into  Bohetnia.— 
The  roads  are  covered  with  the  men  be- 
longing to  the  landwehr,  and  the  levee  en 
masse,  who  are  returning  to  their  houses  — 
The  losses  which  desertion  is  addini^,  to 
those  the  enem^^  has  sustainCil  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  prisoners,  are  concurrincj  to 
annihilate  his  army. — The  numerous  let- 
ters which  have  been  intercepted  are  a 
striking  picture  of  the  discon.ent  of  the 
hostile   arm}'',    and    the   disoi-dcr  wliich 
reigns  in  it. — Now  that  the  Austrian  mo- 
narchy is  without  ho))e,  it  would  evince 
being  ill  acquainted  with  the  (haracier  ot' 
those  who  govern  it.  not  to  expect  that 
they  will  humiliate  themselves  as  they  did 
after   the   hattle  of  Austorli'z.     At  that 
epoch,  they  were,  as  now,  without  hope, 
and  they  exhausted  all  their  protestations 
and  oaThs.— During  the  day  of  the  6th, 
the  enemy  siut  a  few  hundred  men  to  the 
right  of  the  Danube  to  make  observations. 
They  re-ini barked  after  having  loet  a  few 
men  killed  or  taken  prii?oners. — The  heat 
was  excessive  on  these  d^ys.     The  ther- 
momet's  r  was  almost  cnnstanf ly  at  26  de- 
grees.— There  are  great  quantit'ies  of  wine. 
In  one  village  3,000,000  pints  were  found. 
It  has  happily  no  bad  quality. 

fTo  be  continued, J 
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SUMMARY  OF  PeUTICS. 

Ml.  Warolb. In   my   last,   I  had 

merely  lime  just  to  notice  the  D^ate  in 
the  City  of  London,  and  to  insert  the  Re- 
soiutioDs.  I  shall  now  offer  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  sabject. — ^It  would  be  absurd 
to  feel  surprise  at  any  attempt  to  impose 
upon  the  poblic,  on  the  part  of  those, 
whoee  plunder,  aOer  having  been  so  long 
qaielly  enjoyed,  is  now  in  jeopardy,  ana 
who  most  know,  that,  unless  they  succeed 
iflbimding  and  alarming  th«  public,  that 

Slonder  most  and  will  be  taken  from  them. 
is  an  old  saying,  "  that  light  come 
'light go;"  bat,  ibis  only  applies  as  to 
the  tmmer  of  expending  ;  it  does  *  not 
mean,  that  those  who  get  their  mohey 
lightly,  are  easily  induced  to  return  it  to 
its  right  owners.  Who  ever  saw  a  thief 
filing  to  gife  up  what  he  bad  stolen,  or 
less  auioos  than  other  men  to  keep  pos- 

sessjonof  bis  goods? ^The  peculators, 

therefore,  and  public  robbers  of  every  de- 
>cri^QO  (and  a  tribe  of  no  small  number 
are  they)  are,  in  attacking  Mr.  Wardle, 
•druBgno  more  than  every  reasonable  man 
feost  expect  theoa  to  do ;  and,  if  Mr. 
bardie  was  not  prepared  for  hostility  of 
t^iort;  of  all  the  sorts  that  he  has  met 
^th,  and  of  every  9«rt  that  public-rob- 
^,  fighting  for  iu  We,  is  capable  of  re- 
i^tiag  to,  be  was  not,  and  is  not,  fit  for 
^  Qodertakiag  upon  which  he  has  en- 
^^i  aad  which  was  of  no  use  at  all, 
"iJe«  it  proceeded  on  to  those  efifects, 
^hich  would  naturally  lead  to -a  state  of 
^'fpOiitioH  in  the  peculators.  Nor  ought 
^«  to  feel  any  thing  like  anqer  against  them 
f<»r  their  attempts  against  him;  for  all 
^>r  misrepresehtations  and  calumnies, 
*wi  all  the  base  arts  they  have  resorted 
^'  llieir  peculations  and  robberies  of 
^w  descriptions,  indeed,  these  were, 
^  «ill  are,  well  calculated  to  excite  his 
^?er;  but,  anger  is  not  the  feelinsr  to  en- 
tertain against  them  for  their  conduct  to- 
*»"iiluin,  which  conduct  is,  really,  no 
'^'^  than  a  very  natural  endeavour  at 
^-preservation.  We  feel  anser  against 
^«  hooie-breaker,  when  he'  distnrbs  our 
?^ and. puts  us  in  fear  for  our  lives  ; 
^  when  at  the  last  scane^  even  though 


he  had  murdered  one  of  the  most  near 
and  dear  to  us,  we  should  not  feel  cmger  at 
seeing  him,  by  an  attempt  tp  loose  his 
arms,  signify  a  wish  to  slacken  the  death- 
doing  cord.  We  may,  indeed,  be  un- 
moved to  compassion  by  the  convulsive 
movements  of  the  wicked  caitiff*;  we  may  • 
say,  "  thou  hast  thy  due,  and  the  world 
"  is  well  rid  of  thee :"  We  may  be  glad  to  , 
see  jqsti'cf  done  upon  the  wretch ;  but,  I 
take  it,. it' is,  at  snrh  a  moment,  unnatural 
to  feel  (xilger.  In  cast- s  where  lUe  putiish- 
ment,  actual  or  a|»pi'ij^aj^'htiigi  Is  le^s  severe 
and  awful,  there  U  mjf/ Indeed*  so  ©Indent 
a  cause  for  the  qneiiLhitig  of  angerj  but, 
it  is  pretty  clear,  tbat  th<¥  dav  catiilbt  be 
very  distant,^  when  puhiic  rMfTy,  of  all 
sorts  and  sizes,  w  ill  be  putii*»be*l ;  when, 
from  its  present  enjoy  mi  nbi,  it  \v\\[  be  re- 
duced to  poverty  and  rags;  and  when, 
even  by  those  whom  it  now  impoverishes^ 
it  will  be  kicked  about  the  streets  and  into 
the  kennel.  This  being  the  case  ;  this 
.being  its  evident  doom,  ought  Mr.  Wardle 
to  be  angfy  at  its  efforts  to  take  revenge  on 
him,  who  is  notoriously  one  of  its-  most 
formidable,  if  not  its  most  formidable, 
enemy?  Indifterence,  contempt,  scorn,  ^ 
he  may  feel ;  but,  to  feel  anger  against  it, 
as  such  a  time,  is  neither  becoming  his 
character  nor  the  character  of  his  cause  ; 
which  cause,  in  spite  of  all  that  can  be 
done  by  its  enemies,  and  even  by  its  inju- 
dicious friends,  must  prevail.  Nothing 
can  prevent  this.  The  tiffie  may  be  made 
more  or  less  distant ;  but,  prevail  the  cause 
must.  Events  are  working  for  it.  It  de- 
pends not  upon  the  intrigues  of  this  faction 
or  that  faction.  It  does  not  depend  even 
upon  the  opinions  of  the  public.  It  de- 
pends upon  events,  which,  if  it  be  wanted, 
will  make  a  public  sentiment.  Events  will 
point,  and  compel,  a  reform  of  abuses  of  all 
sorts;  and  that  man  must,  I  think,  be 
blind  indeed,  who  does  not  see  those  events 
fast  approaching.  Why,  then,  should  those 
who,  like  Mr.  Wardle,  are  labouring  in  the 
public  cause  ;  why  should  such  a  man  fret 
at  the  caluninies  that  are  heaped  upon 
him  ?  If  such  were  not  the  case,  he  might 
be  sure,  that  he  merited  not  the  praises 
which  have  been  bestowed  upon  him. 
Such  calumnies  are  the  proof,  and,  indeedji 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


103] 


POLITICAL  REGISTER.— J/^.  Wardle. 


[154 


the  only  indubitable  proof,  of  a  man's  power 
and  wiH  to  assist  in  the  destruction  of  pub- 
lic rol)l>ery.  .  Li>ok  at  the  scare-crow.  It 
has  all  th«  appearance  of  an  enemy  of  the 
winged  depredators;  but,  whrn  a  living 
man  comes  to  the  spot,  you  see  the  dif- 
ference in  the  two  by  the' terror  which  the 
Jatter  extites  in  the  thieving  flock,  who, 
in  a  moment,  are  all  in  commotion  and 
uproar*  It  is  so  wkh  the  public  robbers, 
than  whom  no  animals  in  ihe  creation  are 
more  sagacious  in  discovering  their  real 

ii-om    their   seeming  enemies. Hence 

their  implacable  haired  against  S>r  Francis 
Burdett,  for  which,  to  superficial  observers, 
there  appears  not  suthcient  cause.  Many 
of  them  have  had  much  more  bitter  ene- 
mies, to  all  appearance  ;  much  moreboi«- 
tterous,  more  violent,  and  more  persevering 
assailants  y  but,  still,  they  appear  never  to 
have  cordially  hated  them  ;  or,  if  they  did, 
their  hatred  Was  not  of  long  duration  ; 
there  was  in  it  nothing  partaking  of  that 
fiend-like  hatred  which  they  entertain  to- 
wards Sir  Francis,  who,  by  the  wives  and 
children  of  provincial  peculators,  is  looked 
upon  as  a  sort  of  savage,  living  upon  the 
•arcases  of  murdered  gentlefolks,  or,  at 
least,  upon  raw  meat  and  wild  roots. — 
There  is  a  very  solid  reason  for  this  ha- 
tred. They  know,  that  Sir  Francis's  en- 
mity to  them  is  not  a  shorn.  They  know 
it  to  be  real.  1  hey  know  that  it  is  out 
of  their  power  either  to  drive  him  or  to 
•educe  him  from  it.  They  know  that 
there  is  no  safety  for  them  while  he  is 
alive.  In  short,  they  hate  him  for  the  ^ame 
rtasons  that  all  mankind  hate  pain  and 
death.  Would  it  not,  then,  argue  great 
weakness  in  him,  if  he  were  to  feel  anger 

at  them  on  account  of  this  haired  ? No, 

Do ;  anger  is  not  the  feeling  that  becomes 
any  man  so  situated.  lie  has  no  reason 
to  be  angry  on  his  own  account,  because 
tlie  hostility,  which  he  experiences,  he 
fciraself  has  provoked.  Quite  properly 
provoked,  indeed ;  but  still  he  cannot  rea- 
sonably be  angry  with  those  who  spit 
their  venom  at  him,  and  who  would  not 
have  done  so  if  he  had  suflered  them  to 
be  quiet.  It  is  right,  and  it  is  a  duty,  to 
crush  and  destroy  the  viper,  if  you  come 
athwart  him ;  but,  if,  while  you  are  en- 
deavoin-ing  to  destroy  him,  he  should  en- 
deavour to  fix  his  poisonous  tooth  in  you, 
y<>u  could  not,  in  reason,  blame  him ;  and, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  folly  of  it,  to  be  an- 
gry with  him  would  really  argue  a,  want 

of  common  justice. For  these  reasons 

it  is,  ^^^  JLfSj^^bare  wished,  in  the 


m 


speeches  of  Mr.  Goodbihme  and  Mr. 
Waithman,  every  thing  omitted,  which 
seems  to  have  been  dictated  by  ofi^ry  feel- 
ings. It  is  not  for  us,  who  see,  as  clear 
as  daylight,  the  swift  approach  of  the  fall 
of  our  and  our  country's  worst  enemies ; 
it  is  not  for  us  to  be  angry.  The  day  of 
their  fall  cannot  be  at  a  great  distance. 
The  day  of  the  restoration  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  the  day  of  the  confusion  and  destruc- 
tion of  infainous  corruptions  cannot  be  far 
off;  it  must  l>e  at  hand ;  we  want  it  tu 
come ;  we  see  it  coming,  and,  therefore, 

why  should  we  be  angry. The  Debate 

in  the  Common  Council  of  London,  the 
whole    of  which,   from   the    Statesha* 
Evening  Paper,  I  have  inserted  below,  in 
order,  not  only  to  add  to  the  width  of  it» 
circulation,  but  to  put  it  more  safely  apon 
record  than  it  could  have  been  in  any  of 
those  publications  which  never  assume  the 
shape  of  a  book  \  this  Debate  is  of  as  greal 
consequence  as  any  one  that  I  remember 
ever  to  have  read.     It  is,  in  my  opinion, 
of  infinitely  more  importance  to  this  na- 
tion, than  will  be,  or  can  be,  the  operationi 
of  the  Grand  Expedition.     The  latter  w^ 
destroy  the  ships  and  arsenals  at  Antwerp; 
but,  the  former  has  made  thousands  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  English  menthink 
rightly  upon   a   great    point  in  politic8> 
wherein  they  were  l;)efbre  deceived.    The 
ships   and  arsenals    at  Antwerp  arc  not 
worth  one  of  the  topics  of  Mr.  Goodbe- 
here's  or  Mr.   Wail h man's  speech ;  for, 
after  all,  what  is  it  we  are  fighting /or  f 
What  is  it  that  this  army  and  the  other  army 
and  all  the  ships  of  war  are  employed  in 
hostilities  for/     There    may  be  people, 
who  have  other  views  of  the  matter ;  but, 
in  my  view  of  it,  if  they  are  not  employed 
for,   or,   if  their  employment   docs  not 
tend   towards,  the  preserving,  oi^  restor- 
ing the  freedom  of  England  ;  that  is  to 
say,  the  full  enjoyment,  oij    the  part  of 
the  people,   of  their  property  as  well  ai 
their  personal  liberty  ;  if  the  employment 
of  our  fl<iets  and  armies  has  not  tJtis  tendency, 
my  view  of  the  matter  is,  that  their  cm* 
ployment  is  much  worse   than  useless; 
and,    this  being    the  great  purpose  for 
which  all  rational  men  must  wish  to  set 
fleets  and   armies  employed,  I  have  no 
scruple  in  saying  that  the  proceedings  in 
the  Common  Council  are  of  more  impor- 
tance to  the  nation,  than  are,  or  can  be, 
the  operations  of  the  Grand  Expedition. 
■Sel(-  •  -    .      .  ^ 


eldom  has  there  appeared,  in  that 
way,  any  thing  more  compiete  than  tht 
Speeches  abovo  veationea.     They  tAr 
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brace,  as  the  reader  will  see,  every  topic ; 
nnthing,  bearing  the  semblance  of  argn- 
meni,  is  left  unanswered ;  every  trick, 
erery  falsehood,  every  attempt  at  decep- 
tion, is  e}q>ose(].  Two  correspondents,  to 
whose  letters  it  was  my  wish  to  attend  \his 
week,  will  have  the  goodness  to  excuse 
the  delay;  for,  there  is  nothing  thaf  ap- 
pears to  me  of  so  much  importance  as 
these  Speeches.  They  have,  perhaps, 
Uenrtadhy  everybody  in  the  country; 
bat,  they  should  be  read  again,  and  should 

be  frequently   referred   to. To   these 

Speeches  there  is  nothing  to  add  by  way 
of  observation  on  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Wardle,  which,  with  men  of  sense,  never 
tlflod  in  need  of  any  justification.  Onet)r 
two  instances,  however,  of  the  impudence, 
of  tb«  sheer,  barefaced  impudence,  of 
those  who,. upon  the  recent  occasion,  have 
assailed  Mr.  Wardle,  I  cannot  help  again 
noticing.  They  inveigh  most  bitt#»rly 
against  Mr.  Wardle's  purchasing,  as  they 
call  it,  the  evidence  of  Mrs.  Clarke  against 
the  Duke  of  York.  They  take  it  for 
granted,  that  He  did  promise  to  pay  for  the 
goods,  and  that  this  was  one  of  the  condi- 
tions, upon  which  she  was  to  give  her  evi- 
dence ;  and  this  they  call  bribery.  Now, 
onless  they  agree,  that  what  she  said 
against  the  Duke  of  York  was  true,  they 
cannot  pretend  that  she  ought  to  be  be- 
lieved against  Mr,  Wardle  :  and,  if  they 
do  agree  to  this,  then  it  was,  upon  their 
own  confijssion,  the  truth  thzt  Mr.  Wardle 
promised  to  gtre  her  goods  for  speaking. 
Their  charge,  then,  amounts  to  this,  that 
he  promised  to  give  her  something,  or, 
which  is  the  same  thing,  did  give  her, 
lomething  in  order  to  induce  her  to  give 
tnt  evidence  againat  the  Duke  of  York  as 
tothe  manner  in  which,  in  certain  cases, 
the  public's  commissions,  or  the  public's 
mooiej,  were  disposed  of.  And,  is  this 
matter  of  oocMM/ton  f  I  put  this  case  be- 
fore to  Mr.  Windham,  whether  a  man 
woidd  not  be  blamed,  and,  indeed,  called 
t  trcdtor,  if,  havrng  it  in  his  power,  he 
were  not,  if  necessary,  to  ptomise,  or  to 
give,  money  to  a  person  to  get  possession 
of  proof  of  a  conspiracy  against  tfte  life  of 
^  Awigf  Would  it,  in  such  a  case,  be- 
called  "  brHkry*'  to  give  money  for  the  ob- 
taining of  such  proof?  If,  indeed,  a  man, 
in  order  to  gratify  his  political  malice,  or 
Vk  passions  of  any  sort,  were  to  give,  or 
promise,  money  or  goods  to  an  ignorant 
''^retch  to  g\ye  false  evidence,  and  were  to 
harden  the  poor-creature's  conscience  by 
fte  catechising  of  a  double-distilled  knave 


of  a  pettifogger,  granting  to  .the  said  petti- 
fogger a  share  in  the  plunder  to  be  ex- 
torted ;  if  such  were  the  conduct  of  a 
man,  he  would  merit  universal  execration; 
or,  rather  (which  would  be  the  more  ap- 
propriate punishment)  he  would  deserve 
to  be  confiued  for  life  to  the  society  of 
the  said  pettifogger  and  his  hr\if-famished 
race;  but,  what  Mr.  Wardle  gave  his 
money  for,  if  he  did  give  any,  was  the 
truth.  This  his  assailants  are  obliged  to 
allow;  because,  if  they  do  not,  they  dis- 
credit il»e  testimony  of  Mrs.  Clarke  alto- 
gether, and  that  does  not  now  suit  their 
purpos?.  But,  whnt  must  be  the  impu- 
dence of  these  hirelings,  who  affect  to  re- 
gard it  as  a  scandalous  act  in  Mr.  Wardl« 
t6  have  given,  or  promised  to  give,  money 
or  goods,  to  obtain  the  evidenpe  of  Mrs. 
Clarke,  when  the  law  holds  out  to  every 
man  of  us  the  promise  of  money,  if  we 
will,  in  certain  cases,  inform  against  one 
another.  You  pay  me  five  pounds,  for  in- 
stance ;  I  give  you  a  receipt  without  a 
stamp  upon" it;  and,  the  legislature  offers 
me  twenty  pounds  if  I  will  inform  against 
you  for  having  taken  the  said  unstamped 
receipt.  What  impudence,  then,  must 
that  man  have,  who  pretends,  and  who 
asserts  it  in  print,  that  a  rain  is  guilty 
of  "  bribery/*  v\ho  gives  money  to  a 
person  to  become  a  witness,  in  behalf  of 
the  public,  against  a  person  employed  and 
paid  by.that  public  ?  But,  as  has  uniformly 
been  the  case,  these  hirelings  always  pro- 
ceed as  it  were  upon  a  settled  maxim,  that 
nothing  is  foul,  nothing  is  unfair,  nothing 
is  ungenerous,  that  is  employed  by  thf 
government  against  the  people  ;  but,  that 
every  thing  is  ungenerous,  unfair,  foul, 
and  treacherous,  that  any  one  employs 
against  a  public  functionary,  in  behalf  of 
the  people ;  insolence  so  gross  as  which 
never  was  offered  with  impunity  to  any 

other  civilized   people  upcm  earth. It 

is  worthy  of  general  remark,  and  it  is  es- 
pecially worthy  of  the  remark  o^  the  Royal 
Family,  that  the  papers,  commonly  called 
ministerial,  and  particularly  tiie  Courier, 
which  was  amongst  the  loude>st,  if  not  th# 
very  loudest,  in  praise  of  Mr.  Wardle,  as 
long  as  his  efFoits  were  directed  exchisively 
a:^ainu  the  Duke'qf  York,  turned  round  and 
assailed  fiitn  the  moment  he  intimated  his 
resolution  to  direct" t/tair  efforts  into  other  dc" 
partments;  and,  especially  when  he  joined 
the  standard  of  Parliamentary  Rrform,  This 
fact,  which  was  too  evident  and  too 
striking  to  escape  any  body,  ought  to  be 
htid  in  remembrance.  The  truth-  is,  thai 
f2 
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this,  and  several  other  of  the  newspapers, 
appear  to  have  heen  very  well  pleased  at 
the  attacks  of  Mr.  Ward le,  so  long  as  they 
bore  upon  \X\^.  royal  Tamil  v>  or  any  part  of 
it ;  aad,  in  this,  respectj  these  writers  are 
by  no  means  siag-ular,  it  being  evidently 
tlie  object  of  no  small  i>umber  of  people, 
to  ket;p  that  f;\niily  aij  mucli  in  the  shade 
a.s  posaihle,  the  moiivfi  tor  which  is  very 
clearly  eupJained  in  the  Speech  of  Sir 
Fran l  r  s  B«  r^  i c  tt  u  pa ii  t b e  h ubject  of  Pari  ia- 

metitary  Relbrm. -Mr.  Wardle  should, 

I  repeat  it ;  nay,  in  justice  to  himself  and 
the  public,  he  must  develope  the  history 
of  the  Suppreuioa  qf  Mrs.  Clarices  Book; 
let  the  people  of  this  country  know  xoho 
paid  the  money  far  that  nqjprcmon ;  who  was 
the  agent  or  ncgocuuor  ;  and  what  were  the 
conditions. — The  rumour  is  too  general ; 
Day  it  has  been  positively  stated,  in  these 
very  newspapers,  that  the  Book  was  sup- 
pressed, in  consequence  of  the  payment 
of  money  to  Mrs.  Clarke  ;  that  money  is 
stated  at  «£.7,000  down,  and  the  worth  of 
eigbt  or  ten  thousand  in  annuities  upon 
herself  and  relations.  This  has  been  dis- 
tinctly stated  in  thefe  newspapers ;  and, 
as  we  know  what  the  Book  was  advertised 
to  contain,  it  most  be  of  vast  <  public  im- 
portance to  know  the  history  of  the  sup- 
pressbn ;  the  wliole  history  of  it  from  the 
beginning  to  th«  and. — Those  who  aiiect 
to  discover,  in  the  late  Trial,  great  cause 
for  blaming  Mr.  Wardte,  will  hardly  deny, 
.that  t^ey  were  truths^  which  Mrs.  Clarke 
nwant  tp  pubJisb  in  her  bo«k.  I  say,  thty 
win'neu^  hardly  suppose,  that  this  their 
no^-JMreii  qf  a  tcitaam  AGAINST  Mr, 
Wwrdk  had  put  together  a  bundle  oi  false- 
koods  and  forgeries  and  sent  them  to  the 
pri?ss.  Np ;  they  wili  not  suppose  this. 
They  must  suppose,  that  she  had  got 
trudis  in  the  nress ;  and,  besides,  if  they 
w^re.not  tnuas^  why  were  they  bought  at 
such  a  price?  Nobody  would  have  given 
such  a  price  for  the  suppression  of  false^ 
hood&  .  However,  our  antagonists  may 
take  their  choice.  It  shall  be,  if  they 
like  it»  a  book  full  o(  forgeries  that  were 
suppressed,  and  then,  what  becomes  of 
the  excellence  of  their  witness  against  Mr. 
Wardle ;  for,  no  one  would  certainly  place 
much  reliance  upon  a  person  who  hail 
come  reeking  from  the  occupation  of  put- 
ting together  a  book  1^1  of  ibrgeries. 
Weil,  then,  let  them  be  (ruths,  if  they 
chopse ;;  but,  theru  let  them  remember, 
that  the  means  hnd  been  found,  by  the 
new  oegociators  with  Mrs.  Clarke,  to  pre- 
vail u2>on  her  to  su^rcss  these  truths.     So, 


they  must  have  herein  one  or  the  other 
of  these  characters ;  a  compiler  (^forgeries, 
or  a  suppresser  qf  truths ;  and  that,  too,  for 
the  sake  of  money.  To  leave  no  doubt, 
however,  as  to  my  own  opinion  upon  this 
point,  I  must  say,  that  I  am  fully  coii- 
vinced,  that  what  she  had  prepared  for 
publication,  and  sent  to  the  press,  was 
perfectly  authentic.  Strictly  speaking,  I  do 
not  think  she  had,  after  what  had  passed, 
a  rigfu  to  suppress  the  book,  which  sup- 
pression did,  as  I  observed  at  the  time, 
argue  a  great  want  of  principle  ;  but,  she 
had  rendered  the  country  great  services 
(services  which  will  always  be  ackoow- 
led^ged  by  me),  and,  if  the  suppression 
ga?e  her  means  of  future  happiness,  that, 
to  me,  was  some  consolation  for  the  losi 
of  the  book.  Now,  however,  when  she 
has  become  a  witness  against  Mr^  Wardle, 
and  when  she  has  become,  too,  his  as- 
sailant in  prmt  (where,  by  the  bye,  .she 
does  not  cut  much  of  a  figare) ;  in  short, 
when  it  ts  evident,  that,  if  jpossible,  she  is  to 
be  made  the  instrument  of  undoing  all  the 
good,  which,  through  her  means,  has  been 
done  ;  when  this  is  obviously  the  case,  it 
is  above  all  things  Trnportant  to  ascertain 
and  expose  the  source  and  the  cliannel, 
whence  and  through  which  came'  the 
me^ns  that  produced  the  suppression  qf  tk 
Book,  Let  no  one  tell  me,  that  this  is  a 
private  qonceru.  It  will  not  do  to  tell  me 
that,  who  see  the  ministerial  papers  giving 
an  acc9M}nt  of  what  passes  between  tue 
and  my  servants.  No:  this  is  no  private 
matter.  The  Book  was  advertised' i\^  being 
in  the  press ;  its  contents  (all  of  a  piiblic 
nature)  were  pretty  fully  described ;  those 
contents  are  now  public  property;  and,  if 
we  have  them  not,  let  us  know,  at  leasl, 
u;ho  it  was  that  paid  for  their  sapnression. 
One  of  the  papers  afore-mentionea  has  ob- 
served," that  these  contents  relate  merely 
*'  to  family  matters,  and  are  of  no  publuf 
"  consequence  whatever.'*  What !  pay 
twenty  thousand  pounds,  perhaps,  for  the 
suppression  of  a  iewfamify  anecdotes!  Oh, 
no!  It  never  can  be.  It  is  impossible, 
that  the  anecdotes  of  anv  family  can  be 
worth  so  much  money,  ^ut,  at  any  rate, 
what  harm  is  there  in  our  knowing,  xoho 
it  was  that  paid  the  money,  and  who  it 
was  that  conducted  the  net;ociation  ? 
These  facts  are  necessary.  These  facts, 
with  which,  one  would  think,  Mr.  Wardle 
must  be  acquainted,  he  owes  to  the  public 
and  to  his  own  character,  it  being  quite, 
impossible,  that  we  f4iould  see  the  real 
source  of  ihe  i^iachinatiuns  against  hiiDf 
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until  we  see  the  source  of  those  mpans 
which  procured  the  suppression  of  Mrs. 
Clarke's  Book ;  therefore,  again  and  again 
I  say,  let  us  have  the  history  ef  this  sup- 
pression. Though  the  Book  be  suppressed, 
or,  at  least,  k^  out  <f  Might  for  a  whUt; 
though  we  cannot  read  the  book,  we  shall 
be  able  to  draw  all  the  useful  conclusions, 
when  we  know  precisely  who  paid  the 
money  and  who  made  the  bargain. 

Spajh. Whatever  degree  of  regret 

the  defeat  of  the  Austrians  may  be  calcu- 
lated to  excite,  it  is  attended  with  this  one 
agreeable  circumstance,  namely,  that,  in 
all  probability,  it  will  occasion  what  so 
many  persons  have  ardently  wished  for,  a 
rencontre  between  Buonaparte  and  our 
Indian  CoJU{ueror,  who,  if  the  news-papers 
be  correct,  has,  at  last,  set  off  for  the 
SoQthern  Peninsula,  accompanied  with  his 
brother,  famed  in  diplomatic  lore  in  the 

East It  will  be  a  day  of  great  and 

awful  expectation,  when  these  two  great 
Captauis  meet.  Napoleon  has  been  ac- 
customed to  combat  against  inferiors ;  but, 
here  is  conqueror  for  conqueror.  Our 
conqueror  has  conquered  as  many  coun- 
tries,! believe,  and  as  much  territory  and 
as  many  inhabitants  as  Napoleon  has  ever 
conquered.  *'  The  Conqueror  of  the  East," 
as  he  is  called  in  Leadenhall  Street,  is  now 
(thank  God  !}  'about  to  meet  the  Conqueror 
of  the  West  face  to  face.  Yet,  some  how 
or  other,  I  do  not  perceive,  amongsir "  the 
**  loval/'  any  of  those  exultations  that  one 
might  hare  expected  upon  an  occasion  of 
8Qch  promise.  They  do  not  seem  in  fea- 
ther. They  are  much  more  modest  than 
I  have  ever  known  them.  One  thing  is 
Certain,  that,  if  we  do  not  beat  Napoleon 
DOW,  we  may  give  the  thing  up,  as  far,  at 
least,  as  relates  to  land  operations ;  for, 
we  have  possession  of  the  country  before 
him ;  we  can  do  what  we  please  with  the 
government  there ;  we  have  the  positive 
assurance  of  the  kin^s  declaration,  that 
the  '^universal  Spanish  nation"  is  upon 
our  side ;  and  we  have  all  the  heroisn> 
and  all  the  ulenu  of  all  the  Wellesleys  to 
conduct  our  afl&irs,  diplomatic  as  well  as 
military.  Now,  then,  we  shall  see  who 
wins  the  da  v.  We  shall,  I  trust,  listen  to 
BO  excuMa  of  any  sort.  We  have  an  abun- 
dance and  a  superabundance  of  time  for 
preparation.  Napoleon  has  been  obliged 
to  leave  the  country  for  nearly  eight 
months.  It  will,  in  all  likelihood,  be  two 
months  more  before  he  will  be  able  to  re- 
eater  Spain.  We  have  had  time  sufficient, 
indmorathansufficientj  for  sending  troops^ 


warlike  stores,  cloathing,  horses,  and  every 
thing  necessary   for   war  upon   a  large 
scale ;    pleYity  of  ^me   for  forming  the 
•*  universal  Spanish  nation"  ink)  regiments 
and  armies;  plenty  of  time  for  training  a 
million  of  them  to  arms  ;  and,  in  short,  it 
willbe  impudence  without  example,  if  w« 
should  pretend  that  we  have  wanted  time 
for  any  thing.     Let  the  nation  fix  its  eyes 
upon  this  scene,  of  far  more  itnportance 
than  that  upon  the  Scheldt,  and  let  us  take 
care  to  bear  in  mind,  what  the  hireling 
prints  novo  give  us  as  the  state  of  Spain. 
They  tell  us  that  king  Joseph,  when  tHe 
last  advices  came  away,  was  deliberatidg, 
whether  he  should  drfend,  or  abandon  Ma- 
drid, upon  the  approach  of  the  joint  force 
of  the  Spaniards  and  the  English';  that 
Cuesta  and  "the  gallant  Sir  Arthur*'  were 
driving  Victor  before  them ;  that  Sou  It's 
army  was  reduced  to  five  thousand  men ; 
and,  in  short,  that  there  was  every  reason 
to  suppose,  that  the  remains  of  the  French 
would  sooVi  be  compelled   to  flee   ixom 
Spain,  or  to  lay  down  their  arms. — ^I 
beseech  the  reader  to  bear  this  in  mind. 
This  is  the  state,  in  which  they  tell  ub^  ' 
that  Lord  Wellesley  will  find  Spain.  Now« 
then,  if  Buonaparte  is  not  beaten  out  of 
Spain;  if  he  now  conquers  Spain  ;  if>  after 
this,  he  becomes  master  of  it,  how  9hall 
we  find  the  face  to  talk  of  what  we  are 
able  to  do  against  him  upon  land  ? 
What,  if  we  had  pursued  the  right  plan, 
might  not  have  been  done  with  this  coun- 
try !     If  we  had  acted  upon  that  advice^ 
which  I  gave,  and  which  was  given,  with 
so  many  additional  and  such  forcible  rea- 
sons, by  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers,  Spain 
would«  at  this  moment,  have  presented  « 
forest  of  bayonets  to  the  breasts  of  the 
French.     But,  who  did  not  foresee,  that  if 
war  was  to  be  made  for  Ferdinand  ;  if  it 
was  to  be  a  Contest  for  a  choice  qf  kings, 
and  nothing  more ;  who  did  not  foresee, 
that,  in  such  case,  the  advantage  would  all 
be  upon  the  side  of  him,  who  presented 
the  people  with  a  change  ?    Every  man  in 
his  senses  must  have  foreseen  this^;  but,  k 
was  resolved,  that  we  should,  at  any  rate» 
make  war  for  a  king;  iaiA,  in  all  humaa 
probability  the  consequence  naturally  to 

be  expected  will  take  place. We  are 

always  talking  about  what  BuonaparU§ 
does  against  such  and  such  nations,  never 
appearing  to  perceive,  that  he  does  any 
thing ybr  them  ;  but,  in  order  to  come  to 
a  correct  opinion  of  what  is  likely  to  be 
the  dispoeition  of  the  people  towards  Buo- 
naparte^  we  ought  to  inquire,  whether  h^ 
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does  any  thing  to- please  them,  any  thing 
for  their  good.  Now,  it  is^  quite  shameful 
for  us,  who  have,  in  language  so  bitter  and 
abusive,  been  so  long  writing  and  preach- 
ing against  the  Spanish  Inqumtion ;  for  us, 
whose  priests  have  made  this  terrible  in- 
stitution a  topic  of  never-ending  attack  on 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion  ;  it  is  shame- 
ful, it  is  quite  scandalous  for  us  to  aftect 
not  to  perceive,  that  Uiis  institution,  which 
we  pretended  to  hold  in  such  horror,  and 
which  we  made  no  effort  to  abolish,  has  been 
abolished  by  BuonapartS,  Next,  there  are 
all  our  out-cries  against  Monkei-y;  all  our 
philippics  against  that  nest  of  Drones  ;  all 
our  various  writings  about  their  impostures, 
their  frauds,  and  the  numerous  evils,  civil 
as  well  as  political,  produced  by  their  ex- 
istence. Well,  Buonaparte  has  dispersed 
two-thirds  of  these  in  Spain  ;  he  has  done 
away  two-thirds  of  tiiis  enormous  e.vil^ 
and,  yet,  we   ailect  not  to  perceivo   it; 

•  and  we  have  the  miserable  and  bootless 
hypocrisy  to  appear  quite  astoni:>hed,  that 
the  people  of  Spain  do  not  rise  as  one  man 
to  assassinate  the  French,  and  to  demand 

the  restoration  of  their  former  king! 

The  falshoods  that  are  told  us  about  Spain 
are  so  palpable,  that  one  would  think  it 
impossible  for  them  to  deceive  any  human 
being;  but,  really,  if  we  can  belitve  these 
falshoods,  we  ought  to  be  deceived  and 
defrauded,  and  ouglu,  in  the  end,  to  sufl'er 
all  the  consequences  of  our  folly.  What 
proof  have  we  ever  had  of  any  zeal  that 
the  people  of  Spain  feel  in  the  crfuse,  for 
which  we  are  fighting  ?  Can  any  man  pro- 
^  duce  us  one  single/f/c/  in  support  of  all  the 
assertions  relative  to  this  zi^al  ?  If  he  can, 
let  us  hear  him;  but,  until  then,  we  may 
safely  conclude,  that  there  is  not  the  sha- 
dow of  a  ibundation  for  such  assertions. — 
How  long  are  we  to  be  duped  in  this  way? 
Though  we  sec  the  Emperor  Napoleon 
leaving  nothing  but  a  sort  of  detachment  of 
his  army  in  Spain,  we  see  the  joint  forces 
of  England  aud  the  Junta  kept  in  awe  by 
the  French,  and  gaining  in  the  course  of 
eight  months,  little  or  no  ground  upon 
them;  and  all  this  in  the  heart  of  Spam, 
the  French  being  still  in  possession  of  the 
capital  I :  though  we  Ivave  these  facts  clearly 
before  our  eyes,  still  are  we  insultwl  wiin 
the  assertions,  tlial  ihepfo/?/^  of  8})aiu,  that 
the  t/cri-n  wiilions  of  people,  who  iiiliabit 
Spain,  inonally  hate  the  Fremh,  and  are 
cuthiisi.isiic  :n  the  c  luse  ol  England  and 
Ferdiuand  the  Seventh  I  How  long  arc  wo 
thus  to  be  insulted !     Are  we  to  go  on  in 

.     this  way  even  uuto  the  end  of  the  chap- 


ter ?    I  rather  think  we  shall ;  for,  thoogh 
there  is.  in  the  country,  quite  knowledge 
and  discernment  enotrgb  to  detect  tbtse 
falshoods ;    yet,  such  is   the  chain  of  de- 
pendence, so  firmly  rivettedare  the  far 
greater  part  of  the  community,  to  the  tax- 
ing and  funding  system,  that  they  endea- 
vour to  stifle  the  dictates  of  their  owa 
seases,  and,  by  dint  of  perseverance,  they, 
at  last,  succeed   in   the  self-delusive  and 
self-destructive  task.     This  is  well  known 
to  the  artful  wretches,  whose  business  it  is 
to  dress  up  and  serve  out  the  never-ending 
series  of  falshoods  which  disgrace  the  pub- 
lic press  and  the  nation  at  large  ;  and,  yet, 
while  this  is  going  on  amongst  ourselves; 
while  it  is  as  notorious  as  the  existence  of 
light  or  air,  our  public  prints  have  th«  as- 
surance, the  cool  and  unconscionable  im- 
pudence, to  accuse  the  French  press  of 
publishing   garbled  transitions  of  English 
documents.  This  is  very  decent  on  the  part 
of  those  prints,  who  plead  guilty  to  the 
suppressing  of  twentjf  two  docmnents  out  of 
twenty  seven ;  this  is  very  decent  in  those 
prints,  which  never  gave  a  fair  translation 
of  any  one  French  document,  wherein  our 
royal  family,  or  the  ministers,  were  named ; 
bu^,  which,  upon  such  occasions,  have  uni- 
forqily  suppressed   such   par-sages,  under 
the  pretence  that  they  were  personal  and 
abusive ;  this  is  very  decent  in  those  prints, 
which  constantly  omit  all  those  parts  of 
the  French  bulletins,  which  contain  any 
fact  calculated  to  produce  an  impression 
favourable  to  the  chs^racter  of  our  enemy. 
I  do  not  pretend  Xo  decide  the  question, 
whether  all  of  every  such  document  ought 
to   be    translated  and  published,  though, 
for  my  part,  if  I  were  compelled  to  choose, 
I  should  not  hesitate  a  moment  in  saying, 
"publish  all;*'  but^  of  this  1  am  quite  sure, 
that,  while  we  omit  part  of  the  French  do- 
cuments, upon  the   ground  of  their  being 
personal  against,  our  >  king,  his  family,  or 
ministers,  it  is  to  discover  a  most  scanda- 
lous disregard   for  justice  to  endeavour  to 
excite  a  belief  of  ^  tyranny^ s  prevailing  in 
France,  merely  because  the   prints  there 
omit  those  parts  of  our  documents  that  arc 
personal  against  Napoleon.     1  remember, 
that,  when,  i4i  answer  to  some  of  our  offi- 
cial   accusations    against   Buonaparte,  in 
whith  he  was  roundly  charged  with  usur- 
palion  in  France,  and   with   being  a  fo- 
reigner, at  the  same  time,  he  made  some 
very  ugly  and  unmannerly  remarks,  those 
remarks  were  omitted  in  the  iransjajions 
made  by  our  prints    And,  shall  v^e,  ifbtn; 
shall  these  game  prints  of  ours^  i^pon  the 
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ffrinif,  ar^ue^  that  there  ig  a  grinding  despo- 
tkmexhUiv^  in  that  country  ?  They  might, 
for  me,  if  it  were  not,  that  it  wns  a  source 
of  most  dangerous  deception,  leading  us  to 
hope  for  some  aid,  on  a  future  day,  at 
least,  from  disconttnts  ptxvaUmi^  in  Fnmce, 
which  discontents  exi^t  no  where  but  in 
the  wishes  «i*  the  enemios  of  Napoleon. — 
It  nerer  can  he  tOf»  often  repeated,  that 
theft  is  no  ground  for  such  hope,  or  at 
leaAt,  (hat  tttere  has  not  appeared  the 
imahesi  proof  of  it. 

•  The    Expedition. 1    had    resolved 

«ever  to  tvrile  a  word  upon  this  subject ; 
but,  really,  when  one  considers  the  niagni- 
tude  of  the  thing,  it  would  argue  a  species 
of  political  coniuracly  to  pass  over  its  ex- 
istence, in  silence,  and  to  leave  thereof  no 
trace  whatever  in  a  work  entitled  a  Politi- 
cal Register. On  the  supposition  that 

itmay  be  a  subject  of  a  future  day,  I  will 
first  give  a  R9ccmct  history  of  tt,  and  then 
ofter  some  reflections  as  to  the  end  it  ap- 
pears, and  is  jfaid,  to  lkJ?e  in  view,  propor- 

tioQed  to  tbe  meaos  it  contains. It  is 

now  nearly  about-  two  months  since  the 
troops  began  to  collect  in  order  to  be  em- 
barlid  or  this  undertaking.  The  Expe- 
dition saikd  from  our  shores  on  different 
days;  bul,  the  time  of  its  sailing  may  be 
considered  to  have  been  the  2Sth  of  July. 
Its  aduevements  will,  of  course,  be  re- 
corded in  the  proper  place  amongst  the  Of- 
ficial Papbbs  ;  and,  therefore,  I  shall  now 
proceed  to  pat  upon  record  an  account  of 
itsKnmglA,  whicti,  according  to  the  best  in- 
ibrination  that  1  am  able  to  obtain,  is  as 
Ibllows : 

tAND   FORCSS.  MEN. 

,  Cavalry 2,600 

Artillery 3,000 

Goards 2,878 

Infaatry  of  tbe  line        ...  34,1>82'' 

WaggODrlrain     -     -     .     -     -  140 

Staff 100 


43,700 

NAVAV  FORCE. 

4t  Ships  of  the  line  averaging^ 
(K)Omen    -...--    26,400 

60  Frigates  and  Brigs,  averag- 
ing 200  men  21,000 

150  Armed  Cotters,  Revenue 
and  Excise  Cotters  and  Gun 
Bcigs,  averaging  40  men       -     6,000 

400  Transports^  averaging  16 
men "-     -      <5,60O 

Total  mmtberqf.  Mm    -    r  103,700 


CANNONS. 

41.  Ships  of  the  line  at  74  each  3/256 

60  Frigates  and  Brigs  at  36  each  2,IU0 
150  Cutlers  and  Gun  Brigs  at  >5 

each 1,1200 


Total  number  qf  Cannon,  exclusive 
qf  field-pieces  -     -     -     - 


0,616 


This,  then,  is  the  amount  of  the  force ; 
103,700  men,  854  sliips  of  war  and  trans- 
ports, and  0,6 Id  jiieces  of  heavy  cannon  1 
Where  are  now  the  Morning  Chronicle 
and  his  clamorous  brethren,  who  complain 
iy(  want  of  vigour  in  the  present  ministry, 

Now,  as  to  the  end  compared  with 

these  means,  if,  as  is  .said  to  be  the  case, 
the  Expedition  is  destined  to  destroy  thir- 
teen ships  qf  vxir,  built  by  Napoleon  at  Ant- 
werp (and  the  budding  of  ships  there,  was 
until  the  eve  of  the  Expedition  a  subject 
of  riV//cM*V  with  our  news-papers;)  if  this 
be  the  object  of  the  Expedition,  it  roust.be 
confessed,  that  the  means  are  quite  sufld- 
cient  for  the  purpose,  or,  at  leas*,  sufficient- 
ly expensive.  The  bare  provisioning  of 
the  Expedition,  the  bare  food,  at  the 
stated  allowance,  will  cost  mrrre'  thao 
10,000/.  a  day;  the  hire  of  the  transportt 
will  cost  6,000/.  a  day  more  ;  and,  this  is 
not  nearly  ha\f  the  expence ;  so  that  sup- 
posing the  ships  to  be  all  seventy- fours, 
and  to  have  cost  a  thousand  pound  a  gun,th« 
expence  of  our  armament  already  amounts 
to  twice  as  much  as  the  said  13  ships 
are  worth. — But,  there  are  some  persons, 
who,  so  far  from  expecting  wore  than  the  de-' 
struction  of  these  vessels  to  be  accomplish- 
ed, appear  to  be  quite  satisfied  with  what  it 
already  done ;  and  are  even  afraid,  that  for 
want  of  that  astonishing  foresight,  pru- 
dence, caution,  and  wisdom,  so  visible  in 
most  of  the  officers,  lately  employed  in 
Basque  Roads,  our  Expedition  may,  pos- 
sibly, attempt  too  much,  and,  thereby,  be 
*'  annoyed,"  instead  of  coming  back  safe,  * 

sound,  and  unruffled. Now,  in  order  to 

remove  all  alarm  from  the  minds  of  such 
persons,  we  have  only  to  take  a  little  closer 
view  of  the  comparative  magnitude  of 
our  force.  The  Island  'of  Walthcren,  the 
whole  of  which  we  have,  by  this  time, 
captured,  is  said  to  be  about  8  or  9  miles 
in  diameter,  and,  as  its  form  is  nearly  cir- 
cular, it  is,  of  course,  from  24  to  '27  miles 
in  circumference.  Now,  the  shipB,  which 
we  have  sent  against  it,  taking  them  from 
the  point  of  the  bowsprit  to  that  of  the  jib- 
boom,  mc^^sure  22  mWes,  5  furlongs,  and 
67  yards  ;   so  that,  if  they  were  tied  fast 
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to  one  another,  and  placed  all  round  the 
island,  they  would  be  within  a  very  few 
yards  of  touching  each  other,  and  one 
might  go  round  the  island  from  deck  to 
deck  without  the  help  of  a  boat. — That 
is  one  view  of  the  thing.  Another  is, 
that  our  ships,  if  swung  at  anchor,  would, 
with  barely  anchorage  room  enough, 
reach  from  England  to  Walcheren;  and 
our  men,  if  placed  in  a  single  rank> 
within  arms  length  of  one  another,  would 
reach  from  England  to  Walcheren,  and 
round  the  island  of  Walcheren  besides. 
The  men,  thus,  placed,  would  reach  1 24- 
English  miles,  consequently,  if  drawn  up 
three  deep,  and  in  pretty  close  order,  they 
would   form  a  complete  wall  round  the 

whole  island ! Are  there  still  those  who 

entertain  "  apprehensions  for  the  sqfetjf  of 
our  gallant  army?"  Come,  then,  let  us 
set  their  hearts  at  rest.  To  such  persons 
be  it  known,  that  the  population  of  Wal- 
cheren, the  whole  of  the  population,  men, 
women,  and  children,  is  stated  at  '20,000. 
This  being  the  case,  the  enemy  might, 
upon  a  pinch,  supposing  us  to  lose  all  our 
arms  ana  ammunition,  and  not  to  possess 
any  other  mode  of  destruction,  the  enemy 
might,  I  say,  be  eaten  in  the  space  of  about 
five  or  six  days,  as  will  appear  most  satis- 
factorily from  the  following  calculation. 
Our  men  are  allowed,  each  day,  1  lb.  of 
meat,  1  lb.  of  bread,  and  about  a  couple 
ofpomidB  of  pfss,  butter,  &c.  besides  cocoa 
or  burgoo.  Taking  their  food,  therefore, 
at  4lb.  a  man  each  day,  the  total  weight 
eaten  a  day  would  be  4|4,a(}0lhs.  And, 
if  we  take  the  inhabitants  at  100  lb.  each, 
children  and  all,  one  with  another,  it  will 
be  seen,  that  the  total  of  their  weight 
(2,000,000  lbs.)  falls  considerably  short  of 
that  of  the  weight  of  ^w  dn/s  eatables  for 
the  soldiers  and  sailors  employed  by  us  in 

thisexpedition. What  might  be  done,  if 

necessary^  in  the  way  of  spoiling  the  harvest 
of  the  Walchcreners,  by  shutting  out  the 
sun  from  their  fie  Ids  with  the  canvass  of  our 
ships,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  precisely  to 
ascertain ;  but,  my  opinion  decidedly  is, 
that  the  whole  of  the  wheat  fields,  at  least 
(supposing  the  Walchcreners  to  sow  in  our 
proportions)  might  be  ruined  in  that  way; 
and,  certuin  I  am,  that  we  have,  in  th^s 
Expedition,  a  sufficiency  of  cordage  to  tie 
up  and  bring  oil* in  tow,  every  thing  stand- 
ing upon  the  face  of  the  earth  in  the  island. 
Hush  your  fear«,  then,  you  who  en- 
tertain "  apprehensions''  for  the  safety 
of  the  army,  or  the  ileet,  as  long,  I  mean, 
as  they  cozifine  themselves  to  tb^  island  of 


Walcheren.  I  beg  you  to  mind  that;  for, 
the  moment  they  set  their  foot  upon  th« 
main  land,  there  my  calculations  cease. 
I  can  beat  the  Walchcreners  by  compuu- 
tion  )  I  can  beat  them  either  by  measure- 
ment or  by  weight ;  but,  if  you  get  me 
upon  the  continent,  my  arithmetic  is  done 

for. As  the  ministers  must  have  bad 

the  means  of  ascertaining  the  situation  of 
tKe  Scheldt,  from  its  mouth  to  Antwerp, 
it  is  not  probable,  I  think,  that,  with  tuck 
a  force,  the  destruction  of  the  ships  and 
arsenal  can  fail,  especially  if,  as  is  said 
to  be  the  case,  the  French  have  no  army^ 
of  any  consequence,  near  the.  spot  Bat, 
mercy  on  us  ?  does  suck  an  enterpme  de- 
mand such  a  force?  To  take  a  [xlaoe  like 
Flushing,  and  the  island  on  which  it 
stands,  used  to  be  a  service  for  a  Une  of 
battle  ship,  a  frigate,  a  sloop  or  tv\'0,  and  a 
couple  of  battalions  of  soldiers.  It  is^  how- 
ever, agreed  that  this  is  only  a  prdiMOr 
nary  step ;  but,  if  such  a  service  as  th«  dci- 
truction  of  the  ships  in  the  Scheldt  and 
the  arsenal  at  Antwerp,  if  such  a  sef  vice 
requires  such  a  force,  and  thatv  too,  at  a 
time  when  Napoleon's  armies  are  o^  en* 
gaged  elsewhere,  what  is  to  beconte  of  us, 
when  he  has  settled  the  avoirs  of  the  con- 
tinent?  ^This  port  of  Antwerp  is  of 

very  great  importance,  I  know ;  but,  we 
can  do  no  more  than  ju^t  demolish  the 
ships  and  works?  We  cai>noc  destroy 
the  immense  forests,  whence  iha  ship 
timber  comes ;  nor  can  we  by  such  de- 
struction, greatly  retard  the  progre^  of 
Napoleon  in  forming  a  navy.  It  is  good 
to  destroy  these  ships  and  this  arsenal ; 
very  good ;  but  the  means  arc,  beyond 
all  bounds,  too  large,  it  is  evident,  that, 
if  it  requires  such  means  to  efiect  such  m 
object,  we  must  be  beaten  in  the  end. 
■  The  news-papers,  calling  tJieuiseUcs 
Opposition  papers,  afiect  to  t>eitevti,  tiiat 
the  ministers  have  sent  out  this  superabun- 
dant force,  in  order  to  rentier  laiiur*?  im- 
possible, lest  by  a  failure  tliey  should  lost 
their  places.  Oh,  no  !  This  makes  no  part 
of  their  motive.  They  kept  their  places 
safely  enough  in  spite  of  the  fate  of  the 
Expedition  in  Spain ;  in  spite  of  such 
disgnice  and  calamity  as  was  ne^er  before 
cx|>erienced  by  an  ^rmy  of  any  nation ,  in 
spite  of  such  a  routing,  such  confusion  in 
flight,  such  havoc  and  such  dtstructioo, 
that,  from  that  day  to  this,  1  believe,  no  re- 
gular official  return  of  the kd led,  wounded, 
and  missing,  has  ever  been,  publibbed. 
Why,  in  spite  of  all  this,  the  ministers  had 
a  majority  of  nearly  two  to  me;  aye. 
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that,  too,  npon  this  very  question  of  the 
Expedition  to  Spain.  Need  they,  after 
that,  fear  that  myfaHure,  naval  or  milita- 
ry, will  drive  Ihem  from  their  places  ? 
They  know  better  ;  and,  therefore  it  is 
with  no  snch  view,  that  they  have  fitted 
out  this  immense  force.— My  opinion 
i%  that  they  had  what  they  thought  a 
very  fine  game  to  play*  They  believed 
in  the  reuiuy  of  inawrrtctiam  in  the  North 
i/  Germany;  and  all  the  neatly-dished 
up  stones  about  the  *<  guUant  Sen  ill" 
(they  are  all  gaUant  fellows  who  will 
fight  on  oar  side,  as  long  as  they  remain 
on  our  side)  and  the  **  gallant  Duke  of 
fikOMSwicK  Obls."  They  seem*  to  have 
believed  all  these,  and  for  reasons  too 
evident  to  mention,  to  have  resolved  upon 
a  gnnd  eflbrt  for  the  recovery  qf  Hanover  ; 
which  measure  they  combined,  by  the 
advice  of  Sir  Home  Popham  (who  I 
have  heard,  has  always  been  a  great  ad- 
vocate for  an  expedition  against  Walche- 
ren)  the  present  -operations  with  that 
against  the  French  in  Hanover.  The  bat- 
tle of  Wagram,  and  the  armistice,  which 
nnmedinteiy  followed  it,  having  defeated 
the  project  as  far  as  related  to  Hano%  er, 
it  remained  either  to  do  nothing  at  all,  to 
relaod  all  the  facioes  and  gabions  and 
sand-bags,  and  (which  would  have  been 
a  v«ry  serious  matter  indeed)  to  bavlk  ihe 
ardent  s&eal  of  a*li  the  Statf  and  the  Com- 
missaries and  the  Quartermasters  and  the 
Paymasters  and  the  Contractori,  &c.  &c. 
&c.  &c.  &c.  &.C.  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c. 
&c  &c.  &c.  &c  £tc.  &c.  it  remained, 
either  to  do  this,  or  to  make  war  upon 
Walcheren  and  Antwerp.  As  to  the  po- 
licy, or  thejustke,  of  an  Expedition  for 
the  sake  of  the  North  of  Germany,  and 
particuiarly  for  Hanover,  1  shall  •  leave 
those  for  the  reader  to  discuss  ;  but,  the 
Expedition  being  prepared,  it  was,  1  think, 
right  to  employ  it,  especially  as  the  ob- 
jects now  in  view  are,  in  themselves,  really 
desirabie.  Therefore,  I  do  not  find  fault 
with  the  magnitude  of  the  force.  It  was 
intended  for  a  greater  purpose,  and  there 
is  no  harm  in  applying  it  to  a  less,  espe- 
cially as  there  appears  to  be  not  the 
smallest  doubt  of  its  success.  It  is,  in- 
deed>  like  setting  a  pack  of  hounds  upon 
a  rat  it  cannot  escape.  The  ships  and 
arsenal  must  be  destroyed,  unless  the  m- 
teniion  were  not  to  do  it ;  and  this  we  can- 
not believe. — Yet,  if  Buonaparte  were  to 
reach  Antwerp  himself,  or  if  one  of  his 
Bakes  were  to  reach  it,  with  a  strong  body 
9i^m€Bs  I  would  not  answer,  that  the  en- 


terprize  would  be  wholly  free  from  risk. 
They  are  a  hard-hearted  and  bloody- 
minded  race  of  men.  They  would  not 
mind,  the  least  in  the  world*  bending  John 
Earl  of  Chatham  home  asain  with  what  is 
called  tijiea  in  his  ear,  \  es,  ye<» ;  ii'  they 
should  reach  Antwerp  first,  and  with  a 
strong  body  of  troops,  1  would  not  lay 
fifty  to  one  that  the  object,  Htnall  as  it  is, 
will  be  accomplished  at  all.  Of  one 
thing,  however,  we  may  be  pretty  cer- 
tain, that  Lord  Chatham  will  tak'>  care 
to  keep  opon  his  retreat;  aiui,  ihtie- 
fore,  worst  come  to  wor>t,  there  cin  be 
no  danger  of  any  iois  on  our  pan,  es- 
pecially if  our  naval  men  should  be  m- 
spired  by  the  example  of  those  m  .st  piu- 
dent  officers,  the  commanders  off  Basque 
Roads,  who  seem,  from  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  Court- Martial,  lately*  held  at 
Portjimouth,  to  have  foreseen  danger  in  all 
its  shapes  and  sizes ;  'to  have  been,  in  this 
respect,  gifted  with  a  soit  of  second- sight ; 
to  have  had  ocular  intimacy  with  not-yet* 
existing  evils,  as  pigs  are  said  to  see  the 

risin:^  wind. Upon  the  whole,  we  may, 

1  think,  look  forward  Hith  confidence  to 
the  destruction^  of  the  ships  in  the  Scheldt 
and  of  the  arsenal  at  Antwerp  ^  but,  any 
thing  further,  1,  for  my  part,  do  not  ex- 
pect; and,  as  to  our  hseptng  the  island  of 
Walchei-en,  we  can  no  mere  do  it  'till  next 
Mar^h,  than  we  can  get  and  keep  Paris, 
which,  at  this  time  of  day,  even  lord  Li- 
verpool will  hardiy  think  practicable, 
without  at  least,  much  more  trouble  than 
it  would  be  worth  while  to  take  about  it. 
The  i*'rench  can  go  over  to  this  ishmd  upon 
the  set ;  and  if  they  could  not,  the  force 
consiantiy  kept  up  there,  aod  fed  from 
England,  muse  be  very  great  indeed. 
Every  stick  of  fuel  must  be  carried  irom 
England.  In  short,  it  would  take  the  re- 
venue and  produce  of  one  ol  our  counties 
to  keep  that  little  island  lor  any  length  of 
time.  That,  therefore,  is  a  project  too 
mad,  1  think,  tq  be  thought  of  With  the 
destruction  of  the  ships  and  the  arsenalj 
and  with  ihe  demolition  of  Flushing,  we 
must  content  ourselves ;  but,  upon  tue  ac- 
complishmt- nt  of  these  objects  we  may,  I 
think,  salely  rely. 

Naval  Prizes. — A  correspondent  in^ 
forms  me,  that  the  Afiicaine  frigate,  Capt. 
Man  BY,  early  in  this  war,  sent  in  her  boats 
to  take  or  destroy  all  the  large  fishing- 
decked  boats  at  Dilfpe  ;  that  they  suc- 
ceeded, brought  24  of  them  over  to  Ports- 
mouth, and  burnt  as  many  more ;  "  that, 
<'  after  long  May,  the  24  wete  eold  for  700 
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•'  pounds,  out  of  which  600  pounds  went 
*'  in  law  and  other  charges ;  and  that 
*'  while  one  man  of  law  got  for  the  con- 
"  demnation  of  ^ach  boat  nine  pounds  ten 
''  shillings,  the  sailors,  who.  were  fired  at  by 
"  the  French  for  tive  hours,  did  not  get, 
"  for  each,  the  price  of  a  glass  of  grog." 
— ^It  really  is  high  time,  that  the  minis- 
ters, or  the  parhament,  or  the  king,  or 
somebody  having  the  power  to  do  k,  should 
make  an  alteration  in  these  matters. 
What,  in  the  name  of  common  sense,  pre- 
vents the  Establishing  of  u  simple  and 
prompt  mode  of  decision  in  such  cases  ? 
Why  should  there  not,  in  war  time,  be  a 
couple  of  commissioners  at  each  of  the 
ports,  with  power  to  examine  the  papers 
and  decide  at  once,  without  fee  or  reward, 
being  paid  by  the  public  and  not  by  the 
parties  having  cases  before  them  ?  This 
sjrslem  of  court-fees  is  a  thing  most  hos- 
tile to  justice.  And,  besides,  is  there 
common  sense  in  making  those  who  take 
prizes  pay  the  judges  and  lawyers,  when 
the  money  so  paid  takes  from  the  induce- 
ment not  only  to  do  services  by  sea,  but 
also  from  the  inducement  to  enter  the 
navy. This  is  a  subject  of  fearful  im- 
portance to  the  nation,  and  especially  at 
this  time.  And  what  is  there  tliat  stands 
in  the  way  of  a  reform  of  the.  abuse  }  Is 
there  any  man,  no  matter  who  he  be,  that 
will  §ay,  that  the  thing  is  nght  ?  Will  any 
one  say,  that  it  is  woi  wrong  T  Why,  then, 
not  amend  it  ? 

W«.  COBBETT. 
Botley,  TJiwrsday,  \Oth  August,  1809. 

PaotF.BDiNGs  of  a  Special  Court  of  Com- 
mon CouNca  of  the  City  of  London. 
Held  in  consequence  of  a  Notice  of 
a  Motion  given  by  Mr.  James  Dixon, 
to  RESCIND  the  Vote  of  Thanks  to 
Col.  Wardle,  passed  on  the  6th  of 
April  last. 

On  Tuesday,  the  1st  of  August,  was 
held  by  summons  from  the  Lord  JVIayor,  a 
Special  Court  of  Common  Council,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  Requisition  for  that  purpose 
signed  by  several  Members  of  tlie  Court. 
At  half  past  12  his  lordship  took  the 
Chair,  and  shortly  addressed  the  Meeting, 
by  stating  that  the  Members  of  the  Court 
had  been  summoned  by  his  direction,  in 
consequence  of  the  following  Requisi- 
tion:—  ^ 

"  My  Lord; — We,  the  undersigned 
Members  of  the  Court  of  Common  Coun- 
cil^ <}e«miQg  it  highly  improper  and  de- 


rogatory to  the  character  of  the  Court,  to 
suffer  the  Notice  of  a  Motion  to  stand  over, 
which  proposes  *  to  rescind  from  ih^ 
Journals  of  its  proceedings,  a  Vote  passed 
on  the  Uih  of  April  Jast,  after  the  iuilest 
deliberation,  expressing  the  thanics  and 
gratitude  of  the  Court  to  G.  L.  Wardle, 
esq.  for  the  zeal,  intrepidity  and  patriot- 
ism, which  he  $o  eminently  evinced  by" ex- 
hibiting an4  substantiating  serious  charges 
against  the  late  Commander  in  Chief,' 
— rdo  hereby  request  your  lordship  to  call, 
upon  an  early  day,  an  especial  Court  of 
Common  Council,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering the  same.'' 

[The  Requisition  being  read,  his  lordship 
stated  that  be  had  received  a  letter  Jrom 
Mr.  James  Dixon  ;  a  letter,  the  reading 
of  which  afforded  no  small  degree  di 
amusement  to  almost  the  whole  Court.] 

"  New  Bridge- street,  31st  July  1 80^. 
"  My  Lord  Mayor  ; — I  am  much  sur- 
prised at  the  summons  your  lordship  hai 
issued  for  a  Special  Court  of  Common 
Council,  to  be  held  to-morrow,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  notice  which  I  gave 
at  the  lai-t  Court,  of  my  intention  Co  bring 
forward,  after  the  Recess,  a  motion  to  ex- 
punge from  the  Journals  the  Resolution  of 
the  llianks  of  the  Court,  on  the  6th  of 
April  last,  to  Mr.  Wardle. — I  did  not  at 
that  time,  nor  do  I  wish  at.present,  to  pre- 
clude the  party  interested  the  opportuni- 
-ty  of  re-establishing  himself  in  the  good 
opinion  of  his  fellow-citizens,  by  the  ap- 
peal he  intends  to  make  to  the  juffticeof 
the  country,  in  the  prosecution  he  has 
publicly  declared  he  will  institute  for  Per- 
jury, against  the  witnesses  who  were  ex- 
amined, on  the  part  of  the  Plainlil!^  \h  a 
recent  Trial  at  Westminster — As  the  in- 
terval of  the  Recess .  for  which  the  Court 
of  Common  Council  was,  as  usual,  ad- 
journed, will,  as  I  understand,  afford  him 
that  opportunity,  I  thought  it  right,  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  corpora- 
tion was  placed,  by  the  Vote  of  Thanks, 
to  give  the  notice,  reserving  to  myself  the 
alternative  of  bringing  it  forward  at  the 
first  Court  alter  the  Recess,  or  not,  intend* 
ing,  in  that  respect,  to  be  guided  alto- 
gether by  the  result  of  the  prosecution 
for  Perjury,  if  instituted. — I  therefore  beg 
leave  to  inform  your  lordship,  that  1  shall 
not  attend  the  Court  on  Tuesday.  1  am, 
my  Lord,  &c.  James  Dixon." 

[The  laufijhter  occasioned  by  the  general 
contents  ofthis  unique  production  havings 
atlof  some  short  lapse  of  time,  subsided,],, 
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Mr.  MiLiER  addressed  the-Court>  and 
stated,  that  the  author  of  the  Letter  that 
haJ  been  just  read,  and  of  the  extraordi- 
nary notice  that  had  un  a  former  occasion 
been  given  of  a  motion  •  to  rescind  the 
Vote  ot  Thanks  passed  by  that  Court  to 
col.  Wardie,  having  thought  proper  to 
desert  his  post,  he  shoulii  hiinj»elf  take 
the  liberty  of  moving,  that  the  Vote  of 
Thanks  to  col.Wardle  shoujd  be  expunged. 
Extraordinary  as  such  a  motion  mi^ht 
from  him  apptiar,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to 
bring  it  forward,  with  a  view  of  bringing 
to  immediate  decision  a  cjueslion,  which 
neither  the  dignity  of  that  Court,  nor  the 
justice  due  to  col.  Wardle,  could  with 
any  degree  of  propriety,  after  notice  of 
such  a  motion,  be  suflered  to  bang  in  sus- 
ptnce  at  the  pleasure  or  caprice  of  the 
gentleman  with  whom  it  originated.  The 
propriety  of  this  motion,  abandoned,  mis- 
shapen, and  hideous  as  to  ordinary  capaci- 
ties it  might  appear,  he  shouldleave  to 
others  to  decide;  but  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  the  desertion  of  its  original 
author  was  an  incontrovertible  proof  tbat 
he  never- did  seriously  intend  to  persevere 
iftit;  deseited,  however,  as  it  had  now 
avowedly  been,  it  was  his  determination 
to  persevere  in  endeavouring  to  obtain 
the  decision  of  the  Common  Council  of 
the  City  of  London  on  so  important  a 
question.  I3ut  as  in  thus  introducing  the 
sobjeci  it  was  by  no  means  his  intention  to 
become  the  parent  of  such  an  offspring, 
he  should  not  enlarge  upon  a  topic  on 
which  be  feit  so  little  satisfaction;  and 
would,  therefore,  conclude  by  moving  the 
following  Amendment  on  the  Resolution 
voting  ^  Thanks  of  the  Court  to  col. 
Wardle^  passed  by  the  Court  on  thfe  Oth 
of  April  last. — '•  That  the  Court  having,  on 
the  (itb  of  April  last,  voted  to  Mr.  Wardle  a 
gold  box,  with  the  freedom  of  the  City,  and 
their  thanks  for  his  zeal  and  integrity  in  the 
diseharge  of  his  duties  as  a  member  of 
par.liauient,  and  being  convinced  that  that 
Vote  had  been  improperly  entered  into, 
iM>w  i:e6olved  to  expunge  the  sam^.^' — 
The  Amendment  being  read, 

Mr.  Alderman  Goodbehere  addressed 
the  Court  1 — ^My  Lord  Mayor,  I  lament 
not  kss  that  it  should  have  become  ne- 
cessary to  urge  a  decision  oT  the  question 
which  has  beeo  created  by  the  notice  of 
amotion  so eztraordioarj,  than  the  neces*- 
sity  that  was  proved  to  have  unhap[>ily 
existed  for  that  investigation,  the  result 
of  which  called  forth  the  marked  appro- 
bation of  the  conduct  of  col.  Wardle,  not 


only  by  this  Court,  but  by  almost  every 
public  body  throughout  the  kingdom : 
for  to  me  I  do  confess  this  motion  doe» 
appear  to  be  most  admirably  calculated  to 
lay  prostrate  before  the  good  sense  of  the 
nation,  the  honour,  the  dignity,  and  the 
consistency  of  the  Corporation  of  London, 
and  1  do  maintain,  that  to  eilect  such  a 
purpose,  no  measure  could  have  been  more 
perfectly  adapted, '  or  more  ingeniously 
contrived.  Of  the  motives  of  the  gentle- 
man w^ith  whom  the  motion  originated, 
I  do  not  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  enter 
upon  an  inquiry,  and  whatever  may  be 
my  opinion  on  this  point,  that  opinion  I 
will  not  express;  but  I  will  say,  that  I 
think  it  would  have  added  consistency,  at 
least,  to  the  character  of  the  gentleman 
who  has  so  gravely  announced  his  deter- 
mination to  take  no  share  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Court  this  day,  if  he  had 
boldly  and  manfully  attended  in  per- 
son the  discussion  of  that  question,  which 
he,  and  he  alone,  Originally  provoked,  it 
does  certainly  appear  to  have  been  par- 
ticularly incumbent  on  that  gentleman  to 
have  attended  in  his  place  this  day,  in 
conformity  to,  the  summons  of  your  lord- 
ship, and  to  have  stated  publicly  the  resH 
sons  by  which  he  was  induced  to  give  a  ' 
noti  e  so  extraordinary,  of  a  motion  so  un- 
precedented. With  respect  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  any  further  proceeding  on  ihe  no- 
tice that  wa^  given,  until  the  presumed, 
or  indeed  merely  alledged,  iinproprieiy  of 
conduct  in  col.  Wardle  should  have  l^een 
decided,  it  appears  to  me  that  such  delay 
were  not  less  cruel  than  unjust,  impropei*, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  impartiality  and 
dignity  of  this  Comrt ;  and  1  the  more  re- 
gret the  absence  of  the  worthy  gentleman, 
from  my  utter  incompetency  to  conjecture 
by  what  arguments  a  measure  so  irrecon- 
cilable with  common  sense  and  equltl 
justice,  could  be  attempted  to  be  justified. 
To  col.  Wardle,  who  alone  had  the  cou- 
rage to  institute  the  investigation,  and  the 
perseverance  to  bring  it  to  that  successful 
issue,  for  which  he  has  received  the  Thankt 
of  a  ffreat  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  the  entire  merit  .of  the 
result  of  that  inquiry  is  unquestionably 
due,  and  for  his  great  and  meritorious  ex- 
ertions in  that  arduous  undertaking,  it  is 
now  incontestibly  known,  that  he  has  re- 
ceived lio  consideration,  or  reward  what- 
ever ;  but  that  which  his  exalted  and  dis- 
interested mind  is  fully  capable  of  cor* 
rectiy  appreciating,  the  sincere  deroonstra-* 
tion  of  the  gratitv^de  of  his  countrymen. 
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Col.  Wardle  had  no  secret  purpose  to  an- 
swer, no  private  ends  te  gratify,  and  that 

•  he  had  no  pecuniary  motives,  it  is  not  pos- 
sible even  for  the  most  strenuous  defender 
of  corruption  to  df*ny  ;  for  the  very  ten- 
dency of  the  accusations  with  which  he 
has  bren  a. sailed,  is  to  shew  that  he  has 
iacrlficeJ  not  only  his  time  but  his  fo<tune, 
by  tho<:e  patriotic  an  1  unexampled  exer- 
t'OKs  uhich  have  rendered  him  not  less 
tlif?  .f^ct  of  legard  to  the  people,  than 
of"  \.  ^>  those  by  whom  they  have  so 
loi  '  .  •  I'luflercd.  Buf,  my  Lord,  I 
d<  .  Mt  rhit  vvi.  know  how  to 
*:                   .  M*'  c  iiiiuci  of  the  man 

uifj-n  int  sacnfioes  ; 

V'  .  A  .1  suKly  hy  motives  of  the 
p'  ,       .ntis  n,  it  >»  bl'en  in.luoe«l  vohm- 

c  . .  ^  lOjiac  •tiims.  \i'  in  ^  public  silualion, 
ni.M  ap!u.)us,  a.id  of  difTiculty  beyond  all 
cxatiijt.c  ;  a'lJ  as  no  circumstances  have 
o.  curred  since  the  Tnauks  of  this  Court 
Wt^re  Voted  toco!.  Wardle,  which  can  in  the 
filiwjhtest  degree  lower  him  in  the  estima- 
tion or  opinion  of  any  fair  and  candid  man, 
1  ihink  it  is  a  duty  that  we  owe  to  justice, 
to  the  country,  and  to  ourselves,  to  give  him 
our  support,  and  thus  manifest  to  the  peo- 
ple ot*  the  United  Kingdom,  that  we  are  not 
to  be  blindly,  or  tamely  led  away  by  the 
jctamour  and  fury  of  an  exasperated  fac- 
tion. By  the  adoption  of  that  motion, 
we  should  be  forging  ibr  ourselves  chains 
and  fetters,  and  finally  must  tRrow ourselves 
into  the  very  midst  of  that  vortex  of  cor- 
ruption, which  it  is  our  professed  and  only 
object  to  annihilate.  And  to  pass  over  in 
silence,  and  without  decision,  the  extraor- 
dmary  motion  suggested  by  the  notice  of 
the  worthy  gentleman,  would  be  produc- 

•  tive  of  evil  almost  equal  to  that  of  the 
adoption  of  the  proposition  which  it  urges; 
for  supposing  that  it  were  to  be  no  further 
tf^tated,  all  further  inquiry  into  the  exis- 
tence of  corruption  would  be  instan- 
taneously checked,  and  the  important, 
nay  incalculable,  advantages  that  must 
arise  to  the  country  from  such  necessary 
investigation  would  be  suspended,  by  this 
notice  of  a  motion  of  censure  banging  up, 
in  terrorem,  over  the  head  of  a  man  whose 
extraordinary  exertions  have  brought  to 
light  transactions  so  extraordinary,  so  dis* 

.  graceful,  and  so  incredible  as  they  did 
appear,  until  actually  and  incontrovertibly 
proved.  Of  the  transcendent  merit  of 
col.  Wardle,  and  of  the  gratitude  due  to 
him  from  the  People  of  England,  soch, 
my  Lord,  is  my  opinion^  that  I  hare  no 
hesitation-  in  aYowingi  that   no  reward 


could  have  appeared  to  me  too  great  to 
hfive  been  offered  by  a  grateful  people  to 
a  friend  so  true,  so  firm,  and  so  devoted 
to  the  interest  of  his  country.  I  am  per- 
fectly ready  to  admit  that  we  have  all  po- 
litical prejudices.  At  the  same  time  it 
must  be  admitted,  that  in  the  degree  of 
force  and  bigotry  with  which  they  operate 
on  the  humaii  mind,  the  difterence  (in 
ditferent  men)  is  most  important;  and  I 
cannot  avoid  remarking,  that  the  worthy 
gentleman  who  gave  the  notice  of  this 
motion,  has  toted  for  very  many  measures 
that  have  had  an  undisguised  tendency  to 
bolster  up  the  transactions  of  the  adminis- 
trations of  the  day ;  whether  the  ground 
has  been  substantial  or  otherwise,  to  him 
it  seemed  to  matter  not ;  he  has  certainly 
never  htrsitated  to  put  the  country  to  any 
•expcnce,  however  great,  which  had  for  its 
o !  ject  the  support  or  gratification  of  the  men 
to  whom,  for  the  time  being,  he -deemed  it 
prudent  to  give  that  support ;  l>ut  sorry  1 
am  to  8ay,that-for  those  patriotic  exertions 
which  have  by  the  voices  of  a  ^reat  majori- 
ty of  the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom  been 
most  gratefully  acknowledged,  as  ef  most 
essential  benefit  and  impoKanoe.  to  die 
vital  interests  of  the  nation,  his  natne  is 
not  to  be  found  in  the  list  of  those  who 
have  publicly  expressed  their  gratitude. 
It  has  been  very  loudly  urged  by  the  few 
who  are  of  a  similar  opinion  with  that  of 
the  worthy  gentleman,  that  the  late  Trial 
at  law  appears  to  have  implicated  in  its 
consequences  the  merits  and  character  of 
col.  Wardle ;  but  I  must  positively  deny 
that  this  circmnstance,  whatever  it  may 
hare  been,  can  form  with  ns  the  smallest 
particle  of  matter  for  our  consideration. 
Whether  the  imputation  on  the  character 
of  col.  W.  be  true  or  false,  this  transaction 
can  make  no  possible  difference  to  us.  It 
matters  not  a  jot,  and  I  would  only  ask 
any  gentleman  who  now  hears  me,  where 
we  s£ioold  have  found  any  other  man  who 
would  have  undertaken  that  which  col.  W. 
not  only  undertook,  but  that  in  which  be 
persevered  with  intrepidity  and  constancy 
unparalleled,  and  in  the  prosecution  of 
which  he  sacrificed  both  his  time  and  bis 
property  I  The  only  point  to  which  we 
have  to  look  is  the  issue  and  efifect  of  tbe 
Inrestigationr  Now,  as  convincing  proof 
of  the  charges  made  by  Mr.W.  being  actu- 
ally brought  home  to  the  party  accused, 
it  is  certainly  more  immediately  incum- 
bent on  uft  to  give  the  strongest  testimony  in 
our  power  of  tbe  gratitude  we  feel,  or  ought 
to  feel,  towards  col.  W.,  than  to  be  delibe* 
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rating  whether  he  shall  not  be  deprived  ofall 
the  merit  of  his  conduct.     To  those  ^hb 
can  pretend  to  argue  that  a  question  of 
account  between  col.  VV.  and  any  other 
person  ought  to  form  a  subject  for  our  con- 
sideration! I  really  deem  it  superfluous  to 
make  any  reply.     But,  if  the  worthy  gen- 
tleman was  here  to  support  his  own  pro- 
position, I  would  certainly  ask  of  him  how 
It  happened,  in  votingi  at  a  vast  expence, 
a  Monument  to  Pitt,  the  well-known  dis- 
regard, of  that  Minister  to  all  matters  of 
personal  expence,  even  to  the  total  neglect 
of  payment  of  all  his  tradesmen's  Bills ; 
that  foct  did  not  occur  to  the  worthy  gen- 
tleman as  a  reason   for  withholding  so 
splendid  and  costly  a  testimony  of  appro- 
bation; and  as  the  scrupulously  delicate- 
morality  of  the  worthy  gentleman  is  so  ex- 
tremely squeamish,    and  his  regard  for 
the  improper  distribution  of  the  thanks  of 
this  court  so  accurately  sensitive,  it  may, 
perhaps,  with  some,  be  a  matter  of  no 
small  surprize,  that  DO  foible  in  the  private 
cbara^^r  and  conduct  of  the  great  Nelson 
should  have  occurred  to  prevent  the  wor- 
thy gentleman  from  promoting,  as  he  did 
mostfiirwardJy,  the  Monument  voted  by 
this  Cwt,  to  the  memory  of  that  most  il- 
Kuthoos  character.     But  no  objection  in 
dtber  of  tbese  instaaees  was  even  hinted  at 
by  (be  worthy  gentleman^  whose  sensitive 
piitf^ris  probably  at  that  moment  asleep, 
b«i,{iar  wmch  he  might  have  sought  in  the 
pomtHidftfecta  of  the  nonpayment  of  bis 
tri4eMnen'»  bills  by  the  one,  and  in  a  sus- 
pecM  illieit  cemection  by  Uie  other:  pre- 
cisely the  aame  amouot  of  objection  as  that 
wkich^ietma  alone  to  form  t^e  basis  of  the 
vmfiBp  10  rescind  the  Resolution  passed 
by  ibis  €o«rt  for  a  Vote  of  Thaaks  to  col. 
W^.— I  dace  say  the  worthy  gent,  would 
tbink  it  sonewoat  extraordinary,  if,  upon 
his  own  groaods,  a  motion  were  to  be  now 
mide  lo  rescind  the  Resolutions,'by  which 
tljsnlw  were  voted  to  Mr.  Pitt  and  lord 
Neltim*     k  is  in  truth  most  remarkable, 
^batin  the  present  instance,  where,  from 
^be  exertions  by  a  single  individual,  the 
c<Mmtry    unqaestionably  derives    advan- 
^9^1  tantsmiount  to  the  greatest  victory 
erer  obtained  either  by  sea  or  by  land,  the 
worthy  gentkmanV  morality  should  be  so 
^'iddenly  awakened.     In  saying  that  the 
**«rtioBs  of  col,  Wardle  have  been  of 
^^  iflKportanoe  with  the  greatest  victory, 
I  Ma  convinced  that  I  am  perfectly  cor- 
J^;  for  if  the  success  ^of  the  enemy 
"*l*ods  on   the   final    ruin  of  our  re- 
>*  it  ii  not  po^ible  to  estimate  the 


advantages  that  must  inevitably  be  derived 
from  those  exertions,  which  have  so  suc- 
cessfully tended  to  repress  that  corruption 
which  has  long  been  sapping  the.  very 
vitals  of  the  national  resources  ;  and  most 
certain  it  is,  that  unless  the  enormous  cor- 
ruption that  is  now  so  irrefragably  dis- 
played in  the  broad  face  of  day,  be  eflLc- 
tually  checked,  a  country  so  circumstanced 
is  in  great  danger  of  becoming  finally  an 
easy  victory  to  an  enemy. — Were  any 
proof  wanting  of  the  effect  of  the  exertions 
of  col.  W.,  the  resignaltion  of  the  Duke  of 
York  misht  satisfy  the  most  incredulous, 
for  by  tlie  evidence  brought  forward  on 
the  investigation,  was  that  event  produced. 
This,  of  itself,  is  a  fact  conclusive  of  the 
unquestionable  merit  of  col.  W.  But  the 
abuses  that  have  been  exposed  by  him  in 
the  patronage  of  th#  Church  and  in  the 
Army,  in  tne  sale  of  Seats  in  Parliament, 
in  the  India  House,  and  other  departments, 
are  so  numerous,  as  to  render  argument 
on  so  glaring  a  subject  wholly  superfluous ; 
and  there  can  be  little  hesitatipn  in  the 
mind  of  any  unprejudiced  man,  in  admit- 
ting that  the  savings  which  might  be 
made  in  the  various  branches  of  the  pro-  . 
digal>  profuse  expepditure  of  Government^ 
would  amount  to  a  sum  not  inferior  to  that 
produced  by  the  most  obnoxious  Tax  to 
which  a  free  country  ever  submitted ;  it 
is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  I  mean 
that  most  abominable,  oppressive,  and  un- 
just (because  unequal]  of  all  taxes,  the  In- 
come Tax.  If  we  do  but  steadily  perse- 
vere in  that  course  of  investigation  and 
inquiry  which  the  courageous  exertions  of 
col.  W.  have  opened,  advantages  must 
ultimately. result,  which  will  produce  in- 
calculable amendment  and  amelioration  ia 
the  condition  of  the  country.  Whether 
the  gentleman  who  originally  instigated 
this  question,  had  it  in  view,  by  the  car- 
rying of  his  motion,  to  extinguish  for  ever 
all  further  inquiry,  I  will  not  take  v^poa  . 
myself  to  say ;  but  it  is  absoliitely  neces- 
sary to  remove  all  doubt  with  the  country, 
of  what  may  be  the  sentiments  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  City  of  London  on  so  im- 
portant ah  occasion.  Perhaps  it  may  be 
presumed,  that  if  he  did  flatter  himself 
with  the  prospect  of  deriving  any  advan- 
tage flrom  the  carrying  of  this  motion,  it 
must  have  beeu  that  of  litifling  that  effu- 
sion ef  thanks  to  col.  W.  which  so  mauy 
persons  in  this  kingdom  are  yet  extremely 
desirous  of  expressing. — My  Lord,  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  London  having 
a  political  chatcter  to  maintain,  and  hav- 

Digitized  by.VjOOQlC 


isn 


POUtlCAL  BEGr^Tni.-^City  qf  London^ 


flSg 


ing,  for  many  years,  thought  it  not  only 
important,  but  indispensibly  necessary,  to 
attend  to  the  measures  of  the  Government, 
the  people  at  large  of  this  country,  do  in- 
disputably look  up  to  our  decisions  with 
very  deep  interest,  and  with  most  exceed- 
ing attention  ;  an^l  to  our  determination 
the  country  at  tliis  moment  looks  up  with 
m  degree  of  anxiety,  fully  proportioned  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  occasion,  and  the 
impoitance  of  the  crisis  at  which  we  have 
arrived :  the  conntry  at  large  waits  bu* 
for  onr  determinarion  to  support  col.  W. 
of  which,  if  once  assured,  we  may  cer- 
tainly anticipate  all  that  weight  will  be 
added  to  our  efforts  in  the  Reformation  of 
Abuses,  which  can  be  given  by  tiie  sup- 
pbrt  of  a  vast  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  That  the  Corpora- 
tion will  see,  in  its  true  light,  the  neces- 
sity of  coming  to  a  decisimi  at  this  critical 
moment,  I,  for  these  reasons,  anxiously 
hope  and  wish,  although  the  original 
mover  of  the  question,  very  contrary  to 
my  expectations  and  wishes,  is  now  ab- 
•ent.  With  these  views  of  this  important 
subject,  I  «hall  now  move  an  Amendment, 
on  which,  I  trust,  and  indeed  take  it  for 
granted,  the  Corporation  will  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  declaring  their  sentiments  by  a 
positive  decision  ;  for  inasmuch  as  an  indi- 
vidual cannot  be  expected,  without  great 
«tip|K)rt,  to  effect  so  Hercuiean.a  task,  it 
will  hot  be  denied  that  it  requires  the 
united  energies  of  all  to  co-operate  with 
him  in  the  arduous  undertaking  in  which 
he  has  voluntarily  and  so  nobly  embarked, 
9Ltid  if  it  shall  be  thought  that  we  do  re- 
quire Reform,  a  Reformation  of  Abuses, 
certain  I  am,  that  ultimate  safety  can  be  ob- 
tained only  by  the  exertion  of  that  auxi- 
liary assistance  which  col.  W.  neces- 
•ariiy  requil-es  for  the  accomplishment  of 
those  objects,  of  which  every  one  pro- 
fesses most  anxiously  to  desire  the  attain- 
ment. 

[See  the  Resolutions  at  page  150.] 
Mr.  Box  perfectly  agreed  in  the  pro- 
priety of  coming  to  a  decision  on  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Court.  He  was  rea<Jy  to 
hold  up  his  hand  in  favour  of  col.  Wardle, 
and  admitted  that  the  tate  Trial  had  no- 
thiifig  to  do  with  the  question  :  the  merit  of 
co).  W.  he  did  not  mean  to  depreciate ;  but 
at  the  same  time,  hoped  the  Court  would 
reflect  before  it  adopted  the  Resolutions 
which  had  been  just  read,  for  Resolutions 
so  extensive  in  their  application,  ought,  in 
his  opinion,  to  have  been  made  a  distinct 
qutstion  for  dis^ussioi^     Ha  thought  it 


quite  improper  that  gentlemen  should 
make  this  a  party  question,  and  sit  in  judg- 
ment on  such  high  and  exalted  characters 
as  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  others,  who 
have  served  their  country  for  a  number  of 
years.     [A  loud  laugh.] 

Mr.  GRtrriTH  felt,  that  if  ever  there  wai 
a  question  which  demanded  the  solemn 
decis'on  of  the  Court,  it  was  that  which 
was  before   them.     The  gentleman  wlw 
had    just    delivered    his   sentiments    had 
talked    of  party  ;    but   he   trusted    there 
was  but  one  party,  and  that  party  would 
maintain   the    government  ol  the    coun- 
try ;    but,   if  in    that    government   there 
should  be  found  men  who  were  a  disgrace 
to  the  situations  whit  h  they  held;  he,  for 
one,  felt  it  to  be  the  duty  of  that  Court, 
to  express  its  di>approbation  of  their  con* 
duct. — He  would  ask  whether  Corruption 
had  not,  like  a  snail  touched  on  the  head, 
shrunk  into  its  house?    Would  it  be  con- 
tended, that  col.  W.  had  not  rendered  the 
country  most  important  services  by  the 
various  inquiries  which  he  had  instituted, 
independent  of  the  original  investigation? 
Had  he  not  exposed  jhe  shameful  prac- 
tice  of  selling  Seats  in  Parliament  ?  had 
he  not  exposed  the  disgraceful  manner  in 
which  the  patronage  of  the  Directors  of 
the  East  India  Company  had    been  dis- 
posed of?    In  short,  had  he  nol  exposed, 
practices  of  corruption  all  round  us,  and 
at  almost  every  point.     It  must   be  ac- 
knowledged, and  indeed,  seerried  to  be  ad- 
mitted, by  his  friend  behind  him,  who  op- 
posed the  Resolutions  of  the  worthy  alder- 
man, that  col.  Wardle  had  done  a  great 
deal  for  the  country.     Against  that  he  had 
not  yet  heard  a  syllable,  and  his  friend 
behind  him  had  candidly  admitted,  that 
the  Trial  at  law  could  not  aftect  the  merit 
of  col.  W.  nor  ought  to  have  any  effect 
upon  the  opinion  of  the  Court.     With  re- 
spect to  the  introduction  of  the  names  of 
lord  Castlereagh,  Mr.  Perceval,  and  others 
in  high  official  situations,  he,  for  his  own 
part,  thought  that  the  higher  the  situations, 
the  more  necessary  it   became  to   have 
them  filled  with  good  servants  j  and  cer- 
tainly, in  order  to  have  good  servants,  it 
is   necessary   to    look    well    after  them. 
However  Kigh  might   be   the  situations 
which  these  men  filled,  he  saw  no  reason 
why  they  should   not  look  them  in  the 
face,  and  tell  them  of  their  misconduct. 
That  man  who  pays  the  enormous  ratw 
and   taxes  under  which  we  labour,  and 
twenty  shillings  in  the  pound,  ought  to 
hand  down  to  posterity^  uatamisbtd^  ^^ 
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rights  and  liberties  which  were  the  pride 
and  boast  of  Engh'shmen.  On  all  occa- 
sions his  fellow-citizens  might  look  to  hin) 
as  a  supporter  of  their  rights,  and  certainly 
should  never  look  to  him  in  vain.  He 
would,, at  all  times,  boldly  cen<or«  the 
high  and  the  mighty  when  they  deserved 
it,  and  protect,  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability, 
the  weak  and  needy. 

Mr.  Waithman. — Although  I   do   not 
think  that  any  arguments  can  be  necessary 
to  induce  the  Court  to  adopt  the  Resolu- 
tions of  the  worthy  alderman,  yet  having 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  discussion  when 
that  Vote  of  Thanks  to  col.  Wardle  was 
passed,  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  pre* 
lent  motion  to  rescind,  and  having  htid 
the  honour  of  bringing  forward  a  simihjr 
Vote  of  Thanks  on  other  ocqpsions,  I  can- 
not suffer  the  proposition  that  is  now  be- 
fore the  Court  to  pass  without  observation. 
1  regret,  exceedingly,  that  the  gentleman 
who  gave  the  notice  of  this  motion  has 
Bot  thought  fit  to  attend;  and  give  his  rea- 
sons to  the  Court  for  that  extraordinary 
notice.     But  his  having  thus  shrunk  from 
the  discussion,  certainly  betrays  a  con- 
teioosness  of  a  want  of  argument  to  support 
his  motion.     I  do  not  feel  it  necessary,  or 
iodeed  possible,  to  say  so  much  on  this 
important  subject  in  the  absence  of  that 
gentleman  ;  for  were  he  present,  I  might 
«y  some  things  that  possibly  would   be 
very  unpleasant,  and  which  I  really  know 
not  how  to  say  in  his  absence.    Yet,  I 
trustthafi  may  be  justified  in  examining 
the  conduct  of  that  gentleman,  though 
absent ;  and  of  inferring  from  that  conduct 
such  motives  as  it  may  fairly  appear  to 
xyarrant     I  have  not  the  smallest  hesita- 
tion in  now  asserting  that  which']  would 
certainly  do  to  his  face  if  he  were  present; 
that  he  has  stated  that  which  is  not  true ; 
namely,  that  he  gave  notice  of  bringing 
forward  this  motion  after  the  adjournment ; 
for  there  is  no  such  things  as  an  adjourn- 
ment of  this  Court.     True  it  is,  that  for 
the  general  convenience  of  its  members, 
it  has  at  certain  periods  of  the  year  been 
omitted  to  be  called  together ;  but  I  have 
ncfer  known  an  instance  in  which  even 
one  whole  month   has   elapsed    without 
this   Court  being    called    together.       I 
have  indeed  more  than  once  found  that 
those  who  happened  to  have  the  ear  of  t^e 
U)rd  Mayor  for  the  time  being,  take  ad- 
Tantage  of  the  interest  they  had  with  his 
lordship    to    get  a  convenient    day  ap- 
pointed, in  order  to  smuggle  through  cer- 
^  propositions  of  thmr  gwn.     But^  my 


lord,  with  respect  to  the  question  now  be- 
fore the  Court,  I  must  take  the  liberty  of 
remarking,  that  the  gentleman  "who  gave 
the  notice  of  this  motion  must  surely  be 
the  very  pattern  and  quintessence  of  mo- 
rality, since  he  deems  the  alledged  breach 
of  a  pecuniary  engagement  by  col.  War-- 
die  ef  suiBcient  impr.rtance  absolutely  to 
damn  the  whole  merit  to  which  he  is  un- 
questfonably  entitled,,  from  his  great  and  ' 
meritorious  exertions  ;  and  not  contented 
with  entertaining,  as  an  individual,  an  ab- 
stract notion  so  extraordmary,  he  mo- 
destly calls  upon  the  Corporation  of  the' 
City  of  Londonr,  on  no  better  ground  than 
this,  to  resnnd  its  own  act,  passed  in- a  very 
full  attendance  of  this  Court,  and  after  hav- 
ing undergone  a  serious  and  yery  inte- 
resting discussion.  My  Lord,  the  gentle-  ' 
man  opposite  to  me  (Mr.  Knox),  at  the  * 
same  time  that  he  admits,  with  great  rea<«' 
diness,  that  the  Trial  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  question  of  col.  Wardle^s  merits^ ' 
thinks  the  Resolutions  proposed  by  the 
worthy  alderman  too  harsh  in  censuring 
the  conduct  of  that  high  and  exalted  per- 
sonage, who  has  served  the  country  so  long^. 
Lord  Castlereagh  and  also  others  ;  and 
this  he  makes  the  stalking  horse' of  his  op* 
position  ;  but  that  trick  I  have  teeot  too 
of)en  pk^ed  off  to  be  for  one  moment  de- 
luded by  it,  and  so  well,  indeed,  am  I 
aware  of  this  species  of  stratagem,  that  I  . 
even  signified  my  sutfpicions  before  I  caoace 
into  court,  that  such  a  trick  would  be  at- 
tempted by  those  who  tcted  with  the  gen- 
tleman who  gave  the  notice  of  the  motion 
now  before  the  Court*  By  way  of  tilns- 
tration  of  the  habks  of  that  gentleman,  I 
shall  state  a  fact :  That  gentleman  (Mr. 
Dixon)  hhnself  came  to  me  not  kmg  after 
the  Trial,  in  which  col.  Wardle  wa?  in- 
terested, took  place,  and  condoled  most 
piteously  on  the  piteous  situation  to  which 
coL  Wardle  was  i^at  ad.  "  Oh  !"  says 
the  gentleman,  "  What  a  sad  sad  business 
"  is  this  !  You  can't  think,  Mr.  Waith- 
*^  man>  how  it  hurts  me.  indeed  I  am  so 
*'  hurt !  And,  besides,  what  shall  we  do, 
"  yon  know  we  can't  let  the  Thanks  to 
"  him  stand  on  the  Votes  now.  Oh  !  I 
"  am  so  hurt  about  this  basineat  you  can't 
''think!!!'*  With  this  cant  and  hypo- 
crisy he  not  only  tried  me,  but  he  tried 
the  Court  all  round,  and  at  length,  disco- 
vering that  it  wonld  not  do,  be  silently 
shnmk  from  thte  attempt  for  that  time. 
And  this  is  not  the  only  time  that  that 
gentleman  has  resorted  to  the  cant  of  hy- 
pocrisy to  carry  on  his  designs,  for  I  ra^ 
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member  his  coining  to  me  on  the  occasion 
of  a  motion  of  Mr.  Birch.  *'  Lord,"  says 
he,  ''  what  a  foolish  motion  is  this  of  Birch 
"  afiout  No  Popery"  I!  I  do  assert  that  he 
came  to  my  hou^ie  in  the  manner  I  have 
described.  From  his  conrersation  I  soon 
discovered  that  he  had  been  with  tht  mi- 
nistry. H^  however,  assured  me,  that 
we  should  **  certainly  ne(|^tive  Birch's 
"  fooiish  motion/'  and  away  he  went, 
leaving  me  in  the  full  persuasion  he  felt 
much  anxiety  to  negative  Mrr  Birch's 
"  foolish  motion  about  No  Popery  ;"  and 
yet  did  this  very  gentleman  afterwards  ac- 
tually vote  on  the  same  side  with  Mr. 
Birch  in  favour  of  his  "  foolish  motion." 
But,  notwithstanding  these  miserable  shifts 
of  canting  hypocrisy,  I  will  ask  those 
who  are  now  present,  whether,  in  any 
single  instance,  this  gentleman  has  ex- 
pressed the  slightest  degree  of  satisfaction 
at  that  discovery  of  abuses  which  cave  to 
every  true  friend  of  bis  Country,  Uie  gra^ 
tifying  prospect  of  a  correction  of  the 
lavish  ezpenditiire  of  the  public  money  ? 
I  remember  not  even  a  solitary  mstance  in 
which  he  has  caqMressed  any  satisfaction  at 
any  such  discovery  of  public  abuses  and 
corruption^.  That  this  apathy  is  not  con- 
fined to  that  gentleman,  was  abundantly 
clear,  from  the  expressions  used  by  other 
gentlemm  in  a  former  di6cu8aion%  At  that 
time  they  arrogated  merit  to  themselves 
for  their  ibrbearance  te  oppose  the  mea- 
'sure  noder  their  consideration.  ''We 
"  have  made,"  say  they,  ''no  opposition  to 
"  the  vote  of  thanks  to  col.  WanUe,  but 
"  we  ofajject  to  ministerial  threats,  and  to 
"  declaring  ihat  the  D.  of  Y.  was  un- 
f  worthy  of  his  sit^jwtion."  Such  is  the 
spirit  by  which  ^ese  gentlemen  are  ac- 
tuated ;*end  I  ha^e  felt  conviction  from 
repeated  ohservatkias,  that  upon  any  ques- 
tion having  fbr  its  ok^t  the  correction 
of  public  slittses,  it  was  madness  to  look 
for  the  support  or  co-operation  of  any 
contractor,  piensioner,  pJaeeman,  or  place- 
hunter.-^[HeBr !  heart]  In  no  instance 
when  such  a  question  is  brought  forward, 
do  the  f;entleman,  and  those  whe  act  wuh 
him,  omit  to  bnrst  out  into  the  old  cry, 
that  it  is  a  mere  party  qnesltun*  which  is 
quke  a  wrong  thing  to  agiurte — quite  md- 
proper  for  ^entleoMn  to  bring  forward 
party  matters.  Is  there  then«  it  may  be 
asked,  a  party  to  support  cerruption  }  In 
troth*  if  we  may  judge'  ef -die  cocid«et  of 
the.pqbHc  priirts,  snob  inghtbetheiBler- 


ence  ^  for  all  those  newspapers,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  which  during  the  investi- 

fation  supported  and  commended  the  lau- 
able  exertions  of  col.  Wardle,  have  sud- 
denly abandoned  him,  for  no  other  reason 
<  as  it  should  seem,  but  that  the  tendency  of 
his  measures  to  destroy  cormption,  hat, 
at  the  same  time,  an  ultiipate  tendency  to 
destroy  the  influence  of  both  the  parties 
in  this  country,  the  Outs*  as  well  a^  the 
Ins.  The  notice  of  this  motion,  I  cannot 
but  consider  in  any  point  of  view  as  ^ost 
improper ;  and  as  neither  the  gentleman 
who  gave  that  notice,  nor  any  other  gen- 
tleman on  his  behalf,  has  tboaffht  proper 
to  bring  forward  the  question^  I  ann  deci- 
dedly of  opinion,  that  such  notice  oaght  to 
be  expunged  from  the  record  of  ear  pro- 
ceedings.— We  are  now  called  upon  to 
enter  into  a  consideration  of  circumstances, 
that  have  occurred  subasqnently  to  the 
Vote  of  Thanks,  which  was  passed  by  this 
court  to  col.  Wardle*  on  whose  coodoet 
we  are  required  to  sit  in  judgment,  aod» 
seriously  weighing  all  the  circumstances 
that  make  bom  for  and  against  him,  to  ex- 

Cress  t)ur  opinion  of  his  conduct.  It  will 
e  recollected,  that  when  col.  Wardie  ftnt 
brought  forward  his  charges  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  he  had  not,  out  of  the  wheis 
body  of  the  members  composing  that  assen- 
bly,  the  active  support  of  one  single  indi- 
vidual. The  difficulty  and  ^sdless  troabk 
of  detecting  and  substantiating  the  exist- 
ence of  abuses,  I  happened  to  be  persoMdiy 
enabled  to  appreciate  very  oerrectly ;  ror 
in  the  discovery  and  exposyse  of  iht 
enormous  abases  that  have  b«aa  pradissd 
in  Christ's  Hospital',  I  did  incnr  a  ds(pli 
of  trouble,  labour,  and  anxiety,  the  09^^ 
of  which  was  beyond  what  I  ceukT  %mt 
expected  to  have  been  posnble  ;  and  aftsr 
all  my  exertions,  instead  of  scceivinig  ths 
thanks  of  those  whom  it  .was  the  ofaject  of 
my  exertions  to  benefit,  what  did  I  nest 
with  ?  obloquy,  persecution,  and  misre- 
presentation ;  nay,  the  Vicar  himself  has 
not  scrupled  to  reproient  me  as  an  enemy 
to  all  religious  and  political  establishments. 
That  this  gentleman  has  so  many  motives 
for  foelin^  sore  at  the  institution  of  inqairy 
into  Public  Abuses,  I  did  not  know,  untH 
f  uccidentallv  discovered  that  his  brother- 
in-law  actually  enjoys  a  pension  of  no  less 
than  \,lOOi.  per  anmim  fbr  life,  [Hear! 
hear !  ]  so  that,  between  the  Vicar  and  his 
brother-in-law,  there  are  no  triAing  in- 
tecests  to  pi)Oiect.-^<«-^!Ib  be  conHmcL) 
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"  The  fimmd  on  which  this  CorraptioD  it  defended  is  most  curious.  It  it  necesaryy  tay  those  who 
jottify  ^  exi$tence  of  a  corrupt  vcoal  RepreseRtatioo.  that  property  and  influence  tkmUd  he  repre- 
tented*  What  is  meant  by  this  1  know  not;  are  not-property  and  influence  repretentad  by  both  the 
King  and  the  Aristocracy  ?  But  raind  what  these  ingenious  knaves  would  add  to  the  natural  influenco 
of  the  different  branches  of  our  constitution  ;  they  would,  on  that  natural  ir\fluen<:et  engraft  a  put" 
ckated^  venal^  and  corrupt  influence,  not  sanctioned  by  the  constitution,  absolutdy  hostile  to  its 
existence.  All  wealthy  men  have  a  natural  influence  over  every  man  who  has  not  leisure  or  ioclina- 
tioo  to  mix  in  tbe  disi;ussion  of  political  subjects.  This  necessary  and  unavoidable  influence  no  poor 
nan  grudges  to  th'?  rich  ;  it  is  a  consequence  which  nattirally  arises  out  of  the  condition  of  society. 
But  although  the  poor  man  jrrudsres  not  thit  influence,  it  goes  to  his  very  heart  lo  see  the  children  of 
tbe  cormpt  and  venaT 'electors  of  some  pal  fry  Borough  provided  for  by  places,  while  his  own  children 

aie  doomed  to  the  workhouse." Mr.  Mallett's  Speech  at  the  Middietex  Meeting. 
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Battle  of  TAi,AVERA.^^-This  battle, 
the  particulars  of  which  will  be  found  in 
the  Official  Dispatches,  inserted  bel4^, 
appears,  from  those  dispatches,  to  have 
been  not  less  hard-fought  on  the  side  of  the 
French,  than  it  was  glorious,  in  its  result, 
to  the  £ngli:>h  ai'my  and  its  Commander. 
We  have  here  another  proof  (if  .such  proof 
had  been  wanted)  of  the  decided  superi- 
ority oiEBgliiih  over  French  troops,  and, 
of  course,  an  additional  ground  of  confi- 
dence, that,  if  the  battle  should,  at  last, 
be  10  bt*  fought  here ;  if  the  independence 
of  Eugl^id  should  be  to  be  fought  for 
upon  Kiiglish  ground,  we  shall,  though 
we  wer^  to  be  inferior  in  numbers  and  ex- 
perience, finally  succeed  in  expelling  the 

en(Muy. There  has  been  great  loss,  on 

our«ide,  in  this  battle ;  and,  such  loss  we 
^re  00^  vrell  able  to  spare  ;  but,  the  glory, 
ilall  tUkngs  be  correctly  stated >  and  if  it 
should  Ivereafter  appear,  that  we  pursue 
the^oemy,  does,  in  my  estimation,  far 
«cced  the  loss*  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  if 
all  he  truly  stated,  has  risked  much,  and, 
^vhile  so  doing,  has  certainly  not  been 
under  the  governance  of  that,  almost 
f^natural  circumspection,  for  a^ing  upon 
^hich  certain  commanders  appear,  in  a 
recent  case,  to  have  been  much  ap- 
plauded ;  but,  for  my  part,  as  far  as  I  can 
judge  of  the  matter,  the  risk  was  proper ; 
It  appearing  to  have  been   one  of  those 

<^ases  where  to  risk  was  to  La^ prudent, ' 

There  is,  however,  besides  the  loss  of  va- 
luable lives,  something,  belonging  to  thi? 
battle,  to  lament  ;  and  that  is,  the  ground 
for  dispute  as  to  comparative  strertgth,  which 
"left  by  the  dispatches  of  sir  Arthur  VVel- 
•^'^^y*  I  had  to  complain  of  this  gentle- 
U^aa  befor«  upoi^  this  same  ground.    The 


. _: . [1D4 

exaggerations  and  diminutions  upon  occa- 
sions of  this  sort,  the  direct  contradictions 
which  the  opposite  accounts  contain,  are 
so  commqn  and  so  notorious,  that,  to  say 
ths  truth,  little  reliance  is  to  be  plaeed  in 
ofHcial  accounts  of  a  battk.  Since,  there- 
fore, we  had  gained  a  trmmph,  and  taken  . 
sonie  cannon  and  standards ;  since  we  had 
these  proofs  of  victory  to  protince,  it  was- . 
above  all  things  desirable,  that,  if  the  fact 
was  so,\ve  should  have  been  furnished  with 
a  detailed  statement  of  the  enetnys  superior 
rity  qf  m/mAcrJ.^— -Sir  Arthur  Wellesley 
says  that  the  army  under  him  had  to  fight 
with  "  more  than  doable  its  numbers."  It 
is,  therefere,  particularly  to  be  regretted, 
that  he  has  no  where  stated  what  the  force 
of  the  enemy  wa^  ;  that  he  has  no  where 
furnished  us  with  the  mems  of  judging  of 
the  MMMmt  of  thatfbffoe;  fbat  he  has  no 
where  stated  the  amount  of  the  Spanish 
force,  nor  aflbrded  us  any  means  of  judging 
thereof;  that  he  has  not  even  given  us 
one  single  phrase,  by  winch  we  can  be 
led  to  judffe  of  tbe  amooBt  of  his  own 
force.  The  news-papers  stalfwiChout  the 
least  heshation,  that  Um  French  army  con- 
sisted of  forty  or  forty  four  thousand  men, 
that  the  English  army  consisted  of  twenty 
thousand,  which  twenty  thousand  beat  the 
said  forty  thousand,  the  Spanish  army  not 
having  had  the  smallest  share  in  the  bat- 
tle ;  and,  upon  the  supposition  of  these 
numbers  being  correct.  Sir  Arthur  con- 
firms this  very  flattering  statement ;  for, 
in  speaking  of  the  battle,  he  calls  it,  '^  this 
Ion?  and  hard-fouc^ht  action  with  fnart  than 
domle  our. numbers,  -^--^l^ovf,  I  roost  con- 
fess, though  very  reluctantly,  that  all  this 
does  not  give  me  satisfaction.  The  Morn- 
ing Chronicle  savs  : — "  Whatever  may 
"  be  the  value  of^the  uttimftte  advantages 
"  to  which  it  may  lead,  it  is  with  heartfelt 
Q 
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"  joy  %s)A  pri^  that  i^  cgngi^^tulate  the 
"country  upori  the  accession  of  glory 
''  vhich  it  has  derisAd  from  a  victory 
^  which  will  be  for  ever  xnemorabie  ou  its 
''annals,  ^ir  Arthur  Welleslcy  has  in 
^'  many  instances  eminently  disftinguished 
**  himself  as  a  genera^  and  had  be  done 
''  nothix^g  before^  his  brilliant  conduct  on 
**  the  late  occasion  would  entitle  him  to 
*•  rank  in  thejJn*  Order  {/Jfiruith  Heroa, 
''  And  sttoh  an  army  !  Oh  1  that  we  could 
**  erect  a  monument  to  every  man  that 
'*fell;  that  we  had  palms  and  crowns, 
**  wealth  and  honours  to  bestow  upon  each 
''  sorvivor.  Btit  the  tf7anorto/j  need  no  record 
''  of  their  feme,  and  so  long  as  the  English 
^*  heart  beats  hi|^  at  the  recollection  of 
^  devoted  patriotism,  holy  zeal,  and  uncon- 
'*  quered  and  unconquerable  valour,  it  will 
•'  require  no  better  passport  to  ita  aflfec- 
•*  tions,  than  /  was  in  the  ImuU  rf  Talavera," 
— —I  will  not  say  any  thing  about  "  holy 
•'  zeal/*  which  phrase  I  ra^er  dislike,  as 
favouring  a  little  of  the  wildish  ;  but,  for 
the  rest,  I  cordially  agree  in  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Morning  Chronicle  ;  but, 
then,  this  agreement  has  for  its  indispen- 
sible  condition,  that,  the  French  army  had 
the  advantage  in  paint  of  numbers;  and  that 
they  were  in  fact  driven  from  the  field  of 
battle.-^ It  has  been  the  constant  prac- 
tice of  our  news-papers,  when  a  battle 
with  the  French  viras  in  expectation,  to 
represent  the  force  of  the  French  as  being 
very  much  irtferior  to  the  force  expected 
to  engage  vrjth  it,  whether  belonging  to 
ourselves  or  our  allies,  and,  after  a  battie, 
it  has  been  a  practice  not  less  constant,  to 
represent  the  French  force  as  being 
greatly  supci-ior  in  numbers  to  the  force 
against  which  it  had  fous^ht.  I  know 
of  no  exception ;  of  not  one  solitary 
instance,  wherein  this  has  not  been  the 
case.  It  is  not  more  than  fourteen  days 
ago,  that  the  ministerial  papers  stated  the 
amount  of  the  Spanish  army,  ready  to  co- 
operate with  oitrs^  at  87,000  men ;  our  own 
army  they  stated  at  28,000,  with  sir  Ar- 
thur Wellesley ;  while,  the  French  army 
they  reduced  almost  to  nothing,  or,  at 
least,  they  spoke  of  it  in  a  way  to  induct 
the  pubkc  to  believe,  that  it  was  quite 
unable  to  face  the  joint  force,  which  we 
and  the  Spaniards  bad  to  bring  against  it. 
How,  then,  are  we  to  accoimt  for  the  hi- 
crease,  the  sudden  increase,  of  the  French 
force  ?  How  are  we  to  accotbt  for  this 
total  reverse  of  circumstance,  as  to  rela- 
tive force,  in  so  short  a  time? — But,  is 
tktrs  not  something  aukward  }  spmethiag 


very  defective  (not  to  give  it  any  more 
pointed  epithet)  with  respect  to  thb  Spa- 
nish force?  That  force  must  have  cod- 
sisted  of,  »t  least,  40  or  50  thousand  men, 
which,  joined  to  our  20  thousand,  gave  the 
allied  army  so  decided  a  superiority  over 
thatof  theFrcnch,that  to  talk  of  the  ^'glori/' 
of  the  victory  must  be  ridiculous,  unless 
the  Spanish  force  did  not  act,  did  not  coed 
into  the  battle.  Sir  Arthur  Wellesky  says, 
"  Your  Lordship  will  observe,  that  the  ai- 
"  tadts  of  the  enemy  were  principally,  if 
*'  not  entirely,  directed  ogaitist  the  British 
"  troops,  ^rhe  Spanish  Commander-in- 
'*  Chief,  his  officers  and  troops,  manifested 
'*  every  disposition  to  render  us  assistance, 
"  and  those  of  them,  which  vxre  eng(u^ 
"  did  their  duty ;  but  the  ground,  which 
"  they  occupied,  was  so  importani,  aad  its 
*'  front  at  the  same  time  so  difficult,  that  I 
"  did  not  think  it  proper  to  urge  them  to 
"  make  any  movement  on  the  left  of  the 
"  enemy  while  he  was  engaged  with  as." 
^lliis  passage  is,  to  me,  totally  in- 
comprehensible. Let  us  see  a  little  hoir 
the  thing  stands.  The  Spanish  army  were 
upon  the  ri^ht  of  the  line;  and,  besides 
this,  the  Spanish  infantry  did,  it  seems, 
forn^two  lines  in  the  rear  of  the  English 
army.  The  fact  is,  that  sir  Arthur's  de- 
scription of  the  position  previous  to  the 
battle  is  not  to  be  understood  by  any  one, 
w  ho  was  not  there ;  and,  all  we  distinctly 
know  from  his  dispatch,  is,  that  there  was 
a  Spanish  army  present,  which  ufl*  w<rf 
uttaeked,  and  a  very  small  part  indeed  of 
which  was  enga»:<l.  Well,  now,  bow 
came  it  to  be  so?  **  The  ground  they  occu- 
"  pied  was  so  unpartant,  and  its  front  so 
"  difilculi,  that  he  did  not  think  it  proper 
"  to  urge  them  to  make  any  movement 
"  while  he  was  engaged."  Bless  us !  How 
is  this?  Why  were  they  placed,  then,  in 
such  a  "  difficult*  front  r  And,  kow  could 
the  ground  be  of  imporiance  ip  any  way 
except  that  of  being  conducive  to  the 
drfeat  (f  the  enetrry  ?  What,  here  are  two 
wings  of  »n  army  drawn  up  for  battle; 
the  left  wing  is  attacked  by  the  whole  of 
the  enemy's  force;  it  is  attacked  by  the 
whole,  mind,  or  elae  away  goes  the  state* 
ment  about  double  our  force ; — the  left  wing 
is  attacked  by  the  luhole  of  the  enemy'* 
force,  (iouble  in  number  to  that  of  our  left 
wing:  the  battle  lasts  about  eight  and 
forty  nours;  it  is  so  obstinate  and  bloodr 
as  to  take  offinkilled,wounded  and  missing, 
more  than  every  fourth  man  of  the  lert 
wing;  and  yet,  straff e  to  relate,  the  ge- 
neral commandinji^  i^t  win|;,  dmi  0^ 
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it  proper  to  arge  the  right  wing,  or  I 
any  part  of  it>  to  come  to  his  assistance  I  ' 
And  why,  because  the  ground  occupied 
\w  the  right  wing  was  "  so  iftiportcmt*'  and 
Ae  "  front  so  dtfficuU,'*  Very  true.  As 
nuch  d*  this  importance  and  difficulty  ns 
yoB  please,  at  the  out^^et ;  but,  what  need 
was  there  of  occupying  this  ground  any 
longer ;  v%  keep  the  whole  of  the  right 
wing  standing  upon  that  ground,  when 
they  codfi  not  possibly  be  wanted  there, 
and  when,  for  forty  eighe  hourSj  the  whole 
(mind  that!)  of  the  enemy's  force  was 
engaged  in  repeated  attacks  upon  the  left 
wing,  which,  in  point  of  numbers,  was  not 
half  so  powerful  as  that  enemy  ? — These 
questicms  should  be  answered.  Nay,  they 
demand  an  answer,  especially  as  it  ap- 
pears, that  we  ha^e  upwards  of  5  thousand 
men,  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  while, 
of  the  S^nish  killec,  wounded  and  missing, 
there  is  me  mention  at  all.  Why,  therefore, 
again  I  ask,  did  not  the  Spanish  part  of 
the  army  come  forward  to  the  assistance 
of  ours  ?  And,  if  they  did  not  seem  dis- 
posed to  do  it  ^itliout,  why  were  they 
not  urged  to  come  forward  ?  Again  and 
again,  I  6a]r>  give  me  an  answer  to  tliese 

questions. In  stating  the  relative  force 

of  the  two  armies,  we  are  not  to  suppose, 
however,  that  the  enemy  will  follow  our 
example.  He  will  include  all  those,  who 
were  draruon  vp  againsthim,  and  whom^  in  fact, 
he  did  attack.  He  wi  II  not  call  i  t  an  army  of 
20  thousand  men  that  he  fought  with ; 
but,  probably,  an  army  of  100  thousand 
or  upwards  ;  for,  upon  the  most  cxtraor- 
dijiary  supposition,  that  the  whole  of  the 
enemy  rushed  gpon  tiie  left  wing,  paying 
no  more  attention  to  the  right  wing  than  if 
it  had  consisted  of  ao  many  stones  or 
dods  of  earth ;  upon  this  most  wonderful 
sapposition,  if  it  should  be  adopted  by  the 
world,  the  world  will  give  the  enemy 
CTedlt  for  having  attacked  the  whole  of 
the  army,  right  as  well  as  left.  Indeed, 
this  is  so  obviously  just,  jthat  any  attempt  to 
prodace  a  contrary  opinion  must  be  treat- 
ed with  contempt.  What  should  we  say, 
if  the  French,  in  giving  an  acOount  of  one 
of  their  victories,  and  hi  making  a  compa- 
rison of  numbers,  were  to  chuse  to  con- 
lider  three  fourths  of  their  own  numbers 
M  constituting  no  part  of  their  force  dur- 
ing the  battle  ?  Should  we  not  laugh  such  a 
statement  to  scorn  ?  And  xiwe  make  such 
ttatements  shall  not  the  world  laugh  at 

tj»? Do  we  chuse  to  considtr  the  Spa- 

liish  troops  as  nothing  ?     I  much  question 
tkiL    Sttt«  it  app«acs  to  nt^  that  we  must 


either  insist  upon  it,  boldly  assert  and 
abide  by  i',  that  the  Spanish  troops  were^ 
to  be  looked  n^mn  as  n'>thitig  at  all  in  tho 
battle;  or,  rtiat  the  Fren  h.weie  not 
double  our  number,  and  in  fact  that  th« 
superiority  of  numbers,  and  a  very  great 

superiority  too,  was  on  our  side. Thi* 

leads  us  to  what  is  by  far  the  most  im*« 
portant  consideration,  connected  with  owf 
military  operations  in  Spain;  If  the  state* 
ments  now  luid  before  us  be  correct,  th« 
remaining  force  of  sir  Arthur  Wellcsley^ 
including  General  Crauford*s  brigade,  can 
scarcely  amount  to  more  „  than  twenty- 
thousand  effective  men,  while,*  allowing 
the  French  to  have  lost  ten  thousand  raer% 
in  the  battle,  their  remaining  force,  col* 
lected  near  our  army,  amounts  to  about 
thirty  thousand  men*  Things  standing 
thus,*  either  sir  Arthur  must  change  his 
mode  of  employing  his  right  mng,  or  b» 
must  be  pretty  nimble  in  retreating  with 
his  left.  We  find  him  two  days  after  the 
battle ;  we  find  him  still  upon  the  field, 
not  having  advanced  an  inch,  and  stating 
as  one  of  his  reasons  for  remaining  im« 
moveable,  that  he  was  in  want  qf  pratfisions. 
This  situation  of  affairs  is  not  very  pro* 
mising,  and  I  think  there  can  be  little 
doubt,  that  the  fruit  of  this  victory  most 
be  a  retreat  to  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic^ 
The  cold  manner  in  which  sir  Arthur  Wei- 
lesley  speaks  of  the  conduct  of  the  Spanisb 
troops  ought  to  be  quite  sufficient  to  con-* 
vince  the  whole  tjountry,  that  nothing  U 
to  be  expected  from  them,  that  whatever 
fightmg  there  is  to  be  done  must  be  domm 
by  us  alone ;  and,  in  short,  that  we  mre 
carrying  on  a  war  in  Spain,  in  which  Vrar 
nobody  but  the  French  and  us  really  tak« 
an  interest.  But  this  is  our  old  way.  W# 
have,  for  some  years  past,  taken  it  into 
our  heads  to  become  deliverers.  There  ii 
scarcely  a  nation  in  Europe,  which  in  its 
turn,  has  iK)t  experienced  more  or  less  of 
our  benevolent  efforts  in  this  way  ;  ao3j 
in  every  instance,  as  far  as  1  can  recoHect> 
an  anxiety  for  success,  that  is  to  say  fbf 
the  deliverance,  seems  always  to  have  beeil 
entertained  by  the  deliverers  and  oerer  by 
the  parties  to  be  delivered.  We  w«  thsh 
universal  Mededn  Malgri-luiy  and  hitherto 
it  has  invariably  happened,  that,  as  in  th« 
case  of  interferences  between,  man  and 
wife,  both  parties  have  finally  joined  in 
kidking  and  cuffing  us  off  the  scene,  end 
in  sending  us  home  loaded  with  reproach^i 
andexecrat:ions.  And,whichisthcmostpto- 
voking  of  all,  we  never,  even  in  the  small- 
est degree,  profit  from  wperienct.  W« 
G  3 
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tre  ready  still  to  deliver  any  body  or  any 
thing.  Kussians,  Germans,  Sn<edes,  Danes, 
Swiss,  French,  Italians,  the  Pope,  the 
Turk ;  no  matter  whom  or  what,  and  now 
we  have  upon  our  hands,  the  Spaniards  for 
the  second  time  and  the  Dutch  for  the 
third.  The  news-papers  inform  us  that 
the  Dutch  say,  that  they  do  not  want  to 
be  delivered  ;  but  that  is  nothing  to  us  ; 
we  shall  not  believe  them  ;  we  shall  im- 
pute their  refusal  of  our  offers  of  deliver- 
ance to  the  "  machinations  of  Buonaparte  ;'* 
and,  in  short,  we  shall  believe  nothinc^, 
which  does  not  fall  in  with  our  pen'erse  and 
absurd  resolution  to  believe,  that  because 
we  have  good  reason  to  fear  the  power  of 
Buonaparte,  all  the  rest  of  the  world  must 
necessarily  fear  that  power  also  ;  that,  be- 
cause we  hate  him,  all  the  rest  of  the 
world  must  hate  him ;  and  that,  because 
our  safety  requires  that  we  shall  hazard 
our  lives  in  war  against  him,  it  follows  of 
course,  that  all  the  rest  of  mankind  should 
passionately  desire  to  expose  themselves 
to  all  sorts  of  dangers  and  miseries  in  the 
prosecution  of  that  m  ar.  This  stupid  way 
'of  thinking,  perceived  and  encouraired  by 
certain  hireling  writers  on  ihe  Concinent, 
has  been  the  great  cause  of  our  warlike 
disasters  ;  and,  in  spite  of  such  long  and 
such  woeful  experience,  it  appears  to  be 

at  this  hour  as  eflficient  as  ever. Is 

there,  upon  the  whole  earth,  a  nation  be- 
sides this,  who  could  entertain  hope  of 
success  in  Spain  ;  who  could  persevere  in 
the  project  of  deliverance,  aiter  the  dis- 
patch of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  r  What 
docs  common  sense  say  must  have  been 
the  retU  cause  of  the  inactivity  of  the 
Spanish  army  ?  And,  where  was  tiiis  army 
two  days  qfter  the  battle,  when  Sir  Arthur 
was  prevented  from  moving  forward  by 
the  extreme  fatigue  of  his  troops,  and  by 
the  numbers  of  wounded  he  had  to  take 
care  of?  Where  was  the  Spanish  army 
on  that  day,  until  when  the  French  had, 
it  seems,  kept  a  rear- guard  of  ten  thousand 
men  in  the  sight  of  our  army  ?  Where 
was  the  Spanish  army  then  ?  It  had  un- 
dergone no  fatigue,  nor  had  it  any  wounded 
to  take  care  of.  Why  did  it  not  then 
pursue  the  French  r  A  translation  of  the 
Spanish  Gazette,  which,  by  the  bye,  gives 
the  Spanish  army  a  full  share  of'  the  vic- 
tory; this  Spanish  Guzutte,  of  which  the 
Morning  Chronicle  has  published  a  trans- 
lation, says  "  that  the  enemy  were  totally 
"defeated,  and  coa^elkd,to  retrtat  in 
"  the  greatest  consternation,  taking  the  road 
'«  to  Toledo,  v^ithout  tfie  means  of  subsisting, 


"  having  left  in  our  possession  15  cannon, 
"  many  waggons,  baggage,  cars,,  and  a 
*'  great  number  of  wounded  and  prisoners; 
"  among  which  is  a  General  Officer,  and 
"  the   field  of   battle  covered  with  dfiod 

*'  bodies,'* Now,  either  this  is  not  true 

or  there  never  could  be  a  more  favourable 
opportunity  for  pursuing  and  destroying 
an  enemy.  What,  then,  was  the  Spanish 
army  at.  that  it  did  not  pursue  this  enemy, 
who  was  fleeing  in  such  consternation, 
and  who  was  without  the  means  of  subsist- 
ing ?  But,  it  is  useless  to  continue  these 
questions  ;  for  the  real  fact  must  be  evi- 
dent to  all  the  world. ^W^c  must  not, 

however,  pass  over  unnoticed,  the  very 
material  difference  between  the  statenients 
in  the  English  gazette  and  those  in  the 
Spanish  gnzette,  as  far  as  relates  to  the 
part  which  the  Spanish  army  had  in  the  bailie. 
We  have  seen  what  Shr  Arthur  W'ellesWy 
says  upon  the  subject,  and  we  will  now 
see  what  is  said  upon  it  in  the  S[)anish 
gazette,  a  tran^^lation  of  which  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Mornini;  Chronicle  of  the 
1 5th  instaiit : — "  The  General  Cuesta 
"  writes  on  the  ^Sth  from  the  camp  at 
*'  Talavt  ra,  that  the  enemy,  amounting  to 
"  40,00()  men,  intended  an  attack  upon 
*'  him  ;  he  re- passed  ihe  Alberche  to  take 
"  up  the  position  agreed  upon  by  the 
'*  General  in  Chief  of  the  English.' — At 
"  five  in  the  evening  of  the  '27th,  the 
"  enemy  appeared,  and  attacking  with 
*'  impetuosity  with  the  bayonet,  were  re- 
"  pulsed  with  much  loss,  and  the  action 
"  concluded  at  eijiht  o'clock  at  night. 
"  On  the  2Sth,  the  enemy  repeated  their 
*'  attacks  until  seven  in  the  evening,  and 
*'  were  again  repuls*  d  by  the  English  and 
"  Spanish  armies,  with  that  valour  which 
"  distinguishes  the  t-joo  nations.  The  pre- 
*'  tended  King,  who  was  present  in  per- 
"  son,  retiring  upon  Santa  Ollala,  with 
"  98  waggons  of  wounded  soldiers.  The 
**  division  of  brigadier-gen.  Lacy  is  near 
•*  Toledo,  and  the  array  of  ge*i.  Vanegas 
*'  was  entering  Aranjuez,  with  a  determi- 
"  nation  to  occupy  Madrid. — Gen.  Cuesta 
''  writes  from  the  camp  at  Talavera,  on  the 
'*  2yih,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  that  the 
"  enemy,  after  attacking  the  greater  part 
"  of  the  night. — He  cannot  express  himself 
"  sufficiently  to  celebrate  the  admirable 
"  courage  of  the  English  army  anditsexcel- 
*'  lent  general,  and  qf  our  own  troops  also,** 

Here  we  see  no  distinction  whatever 

made  between  the  Spani>h  army, and  the 
English  army,  as  to  the  share  in  the  bat- 
tle  and   the  glory  gaiaed  at    Talavert. 
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This  difference  in  the  two  gazettes  is  not 
the  less  aokward,  because  the  French,  in 
their  account  of  the  battle,  will,  in  all 
likelihood,  avail  themselves  of  the  advan- 
tage which  it  otters  them  of  setting  us  and 
the  Spaniards  together  by  the  ears.  At 
any  rate,  both  accounts  cannot  be  true ; 
one  of  them  must  be  false,  either  in  act  or 
omission ;  and  as  each  party  will  like  to 
be  the  owner  of  the  true  account,  we  need 
not  be  much  surprised,  if,  in  difierent  parts 
of  the  world,  both  should  be  discredited^ 

In  offering  another  observation   or 

t«r©  upon  the  result  of  this  battle,  one 
cannot  help  noticing,  that  the  public  have 
laid  bek)re  them  extracts  only,  of  letters 
from  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  written  two 
days  after  the  battle.  Now,  why  give  us 
extracts?  In  the  title  of  the  dispatches, 
as  published  in  the  London  gazette,  they 
are  called  "  Dispatches,  of  which  the 
*' following  are  copies  and  ejr/rac/j^.were 
*'  this  day  received  at  the  office  of  Lord 
"Viscount  Castlereagh,  &c.  &c.  &c." 
Bat,  why  not  give  us  the  wMe  of  one  let- 
ter as  well  as  the  whole  of  another  ?  It 
can  hardly  be  supposed,  that  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  would  not  write  very  fully  upon 
tlie  subject  of  his  prospects  after  such  a 
TJttory ;  and  yet,  of  the  whole  of  his  two 
letters,  written  on  the  first  of  August,  we 
get  but  fifteen  or  sixteen  lines  of  a  news- 
paper colnmn.  It  is  impossible,  there- 
fore, for  us  to  believe,  that  those  letters 
contained  what  the  ministers  looked  upon 

as  good  news. The  public,  who  have 

been  so  often  deceived,  will  bear  yet  a 
great  deal  more  in  the  way  of  deception, 
and  those,  who  attempt  to  undeceive  them 
iu  time,  must  expect  to  bear  yet  a  great 
deal  more  in  the  way  of  reproach,  and 
that,  too,  from  many  of  those,  whom  they 
endeavour  to  undeceive.  People  love  to 
be  cheated,  and  especially  to  be  cheated 
into  notions  of  security.  The  lazy  and 
luxurious  man  has  no  resentments  except 
against  those  who  would  rob  him  of  his 
ease ;  and  the  coward  hates  not  a  thou- 
sandth part  so  much  the  enemy  who  as- 
sails him  and  aims  at  his  life,  as  he  does 
the  friend,  who  would  urge  him  to  resist- 
ance. Of  this  sort  are  the  feelings  of  this 
nation  at  this  time,  whether  as  to  foreign 
or  domestic  concerns.  The  great  and  ee- 
oeral  desire  is  to  put  oiF  the  evil  day.  All  is 
expedient;  there  is  nothing  calculated  for  du- 
ration ;  and,  I  would  stake  my  life  against 
the  damages  of  Mr.  Borough's  pau)>er 
client,  which  would  hardly  pay  for  the  re- 
pair of  an  old  mareVtail  wig;  I  would  stake 


my  life  against  this  precious  prize,  that  the 
question  has  never  yet  been  agitated.  How 
far  it  is  practicable  for  England  to  pre- 
serve peace  with  NapoUon,  in  case,  he 
should  become  master  of  the  whole  of  the 
continent  of  Europe  ?  There  is  no  system  ; 
there  is  no  fixed  principle  of  action ;  all 
is  left  to  the  spur  of  the  moment ;  every 
thing  bends  to  circumstances  ;  and  hence 
it  is^  th&t,  with  such  mighty  means  of  all 
sorts,  and  clad,  as  this  nation  is,  in  power 
of  every  description,  our  measures  are 
marked  by  the  wavering  and  faultering 
of  inherent  imbecility. — Had  it  not  been 
for  this  want  of  principle  of  action,  we 
never  should  have  seen  an  English  army 
fleeing  before  a  French  army  in  Spain,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  another 
obliged  to  remain  as  it  were  in  a  stunned 
state,  after  a  victory,  in  the  same  country, 
in  nine  months  afterwards. — When  the 
war  between  France  and  Austria  began, 
there  was  but  one  thing  to  do,  and  that 
was  to  make  a  powerful  diversion  in  favour 
of  Austria,  which  diversion  was  to  be 
made  with  cflect  no  where  but  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  France  herself.  If  an  attack 
had  been  made  upon  Brest,  Bourdeaux, 
Marseilles,  Toulon,  and  Cette,  and  some 
other  places,  not  only  must  the  French 
army  have  evacuated  Spain  and  Portugal, 
but  large  detachments  must  have  been  sent 
from  Germany  and  Italy.  But,  as  Marshal 
Victor  and  another  or  two  chose  to  invite 
us  into  Spain,  into  Spain  we  went,  though 
itwasdirectly  against  the  opinion  of  every 
Spaniard  that  I  have  heard  of.  Spain,  be- 
tween us  and  the  French,  is  half-devoured. 
There  is  a  shocking  want,  in  many  places, 
of  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  people 
are  harrassed  out  of  their  lives ;  and,  as  we 
shall  by-and-by  be  officially  informed,  it 
is  impossible;  in  the  present  state,  to  make 
them,  in  any  considerable  degree,  contri^ 
bute  towards  their  own  deliverance. — I  have 
be'en  assured,  by  persons  of  undoubted 
veracity,  and  very  competent  judges,  that, 
if  the  people  of  Spain  had  been  offered 
a  free  government ;  if  they  had  been  dis- 
tinctly called  upon  to  fight  for  their  free- 
dom ;  if  it  had  been  made  clear  to  them, 
that  they  were  not  called  upon  to  shed 
their  blood  for  the  support  of  abuses  and 
corruptions;  if  tliis  had  been  t)ie  case,  I» 
am  assured,  that  they  would  have  wanted 
nothing  from  us  but  anns  and  ammunition.  ■ 
The  making  of  Ferdinaiid  VII.  the  object 
of  the  war ;  the  making  of  the  conte«t  a 
contest  for  a  choice  qf  musters  i  this  appears 
to  havo  been  the  great  destroyer  of  thf 
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caose*  But,  it  i%  not  now ;  it  is  not  even 
now  too  late  for  ufc  to  retrieve  our  error. 
Whatever  delicacy  there  might  be  at  first, 
there  can  now  be  none.  The  cause,  without 
some  new  resource,  is  manifestly  despe- 
tate.  Why  should  our  government,  then, 
hesitate  to  propose  to  the  Junta  an  imme- 
diate assembling  of  the  Cortez,  of  the 
inal  Ttpreaentatvots  of  the  people  ?  There  is 
yet  time,,  bat  none  io  lose. 

Middlesex  Meeting. — Of  far  gveater 
importance  than  the  foregoing  subject,  or 
eny  other  si^ject  that  can  be  agitated  in 
ibis  country,  is  the  subject  agitated  in  the 
county  of  AliddleseXi  on  the  9th  of  this 
«aontb>  at  as  full  a  meeting  as  ever  was 
tecD,  I  believe,  of  even  that  county. — 
The  meeting  took  place  in  consequence  of 
a' requisition,  signed  by  a  great  number  of 
persons,  at  wiiose  bead  stood  the  name  of 
4hat  venerable  patriot,  MajokCabtwright; 
•nd  the  object  was  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  propriety  of  petitioning  for  a  Re- 
firm  (/  Parliament. — Major  Cartwright 
opened  the  business  of  the  day,  and,  ap- 
parently^ with  even  more  spirit  than  usual, 
though  he  is  always  remarkable  for  spirit 
ms  well  as  for^ense.  I  regret  very  much, 
that  X  cannot  give  the  tohole  of  the  Speeches, 
which  their  gieat  length  renders  impossi- 
ble ;  but  I  strongly  recommend  them  to 
the  perusal  of  the  reader,  who  will  find 
the  fullest,  and,  of  course,  the  best  re- 
p^ort,  in  the  Statesman  of  the  1 0th  instant ; 
and,  here  I-  cannot  help  observing,  that, 
owing  to  many  circumstances,  this  is  cer- 
tainly the  best  Evening  Paper  now  pub- 
lished.— The  Proceedings  at  this  Meeting 
are  worthy  of  being  preserved.  Every 
speech  has  in  it  something  strikingly  im- 
pprtant  I  will,  if  possible,  at  a  future  day, 
insert  the  whole  of  them ;  but,  with  the 
great  mass  of  matter  that  I  have  now  on 
hand,  I  must  here  content  myself  with  in- 
serting the  RcsoliUionSt  the  substance  qf  the 
Petition t  and  with  subjoining  a  fe\y  of  the 
inany  observations,  which  naturally  occur 
to  one  in  the  perusal  of  .this  most  interest- 
ing Debate. — The  Resolutions,  moved  by 
Major  Cartwbicht  and  seconded  by  Ma. 
BIare  Townsend,  were. as  follows: 

1.  That  in  a  Petition  presented  to  and 
entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  6th  of  May,  1703,  it 
was  averred,  and  offered  to  be  proved  at 
their  Bar>  that  154  individuals  (Peers  and 
others),  did,  by  their  own  authority,  ap» 


Cint  or  procure  the  return  of  307  Mera- 
noftMtHousc(«xcluaiveofthoieftom    recwiwcwd   ta  Coai^tiett  Citiesj 
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Scotland),  who  were  thus  emabled  to  decide 
all  questions  in  the  name  of  the  WkoU 
people  of  Great  Britain. 

2.  That  in  a  Report  lately  presented 
to  the  said  House,  it  appears  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  Members  tliereof  are 
Placemen  and  Pensioners,  dependent  on 
the  Crown. 

3.  That  in  a  Petition  presented  to  ihesaid 
House,  and  entered  on  its  Journals,  on  the 
9lh  of  December,  1790,  it  was  aterred, 
that  "  Seats  therein  were  as  notorioosly 
rented  and  bought  as  the  standings  for 
Cattle  in  the  Fair,"  which  assertion  was 
then  resented  in  that  House  as  "  scm^ 
l<ms  and  libelUmJ'  But  when  Lord  Castle* 
realgh  was,  on  tlie  11  th  of  May  last,  tc- 
cused  of  having  sold  a  Seat,  he  was 
screened  from  punishment  on  the  plea  of 
the  extreme  notoriety  qf  the  practice';  a  prac- 
tice which  various  of  its  Members  un* 
blushingly  justified. 

4.  That  when  Seate  in.  the  Commons 
House  of  Parliament  are  bought  and  sold, 
the  people,  their  laws  and  liberties,  are 
bought  and  sold. 

5.  That  while  these  comiptions  contiroie 
to  exist,  the  Pepple  are  deprived  of  their 
lawful  sha^re  of  the  Govemmcint,  by  Re- 
presentation in  die  Commons  Hott$e  of 
Parliament,  which  share  has  been  usurped 
by  a  corrupt  and  unconstitutional  oliga^ 
chy  of  Borough-mongers. 

().  That  Reform  on  Constitutional  Pria* 
ciples  encourages  us  to  hope  that  the  ex- 
pences,  disorders,  and  tumults  atteodiog' 
Elections  would  be  avoided ;  the  Rights 
and  Liberties  of  the  People  secured; 
Taxes  reduced  ;  the  unequal  and  grieTOos 
impositions  of  the  Property  Tax  removed, 
and  future  burthens  prevented.  Corrup- 
tion then  would  be  no  longer  necessary, 
much  less  avowed  to  be  necessary  for  the 
administration  of  public  affairs. 

7.  That  the  King  and  his  People  hav« 
but  one  interest,  but  Berough-moBgers 
have  an  iritere&t  separate  from  each,  and 
inimical  to  both ;  and  as  a  complete  Be- 
fopm  in  the  Representation  is  the  only 
means  of  destroying  the  corrupt  inAeeoce 
of  the  latter,  so  it  is  particularly  requisite 
.in  these  limes  for  the  preservation  of  both 
King  and  People. 

6.  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meetinr  be 
given  to  Sir  F.  Burdett,  Bart,  for  calling 
on  the  House  to  take  into  consideration  the 
necessity  of  Reform  in  the  Representation; 
that  he  be  requested  to  renew  bis  motion 
early  in  the  next  Session.     And  that  we 

^  -  -'       (argt 
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Towns,  and  Boroughs,  to  presy  the  subject 
on  the  attention  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
by  reFpectthl  and  earnest  Petitions. 

9.  That  the  Petition  now  read  be  signed 
By  the  SheriHs  aniPreeholders,  and  deli^ 
vtfred  to  George  Byng,  Esq.  to  be  prescnt- 
e"d  to  the  Hbuse. 

10.  That  George  Byng  and  William 
Mellish,  lisqrs.  our  Representatives  ia 
Parliament,  are  hereby  iilstracted  to  sup- 
port the  same. 

1 1.  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  be 
giren  to  the  Sheriiis  for  their  promptitude 
in  calling  this  Meeting,  and  for  their  im- 
partial coildiici  in  the  Chair. 

12.  Tliat  ihfe  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  be 
given  to  Major  Cartvrright,  for  his  pwse- 
vcrance  and  ability  in  the  cause  of  Pjjrlia- 
mentary  Rcibrm. 

The  last  Resolution  was  morefd  by  some 

other  person. As  to  the  Petition,  which 

was  afterwards  agreed  to,  it  was,  in  sub- 
stance, the  same  as  the  Resolutions,  and, 
therefore  il  need  ilot  be  particularly  no- 
ticed here. ^I'he  at'^wnents,  made  use  of 

at  this  Meetinjj^;  in  favour  of  Reibrm,  dould 
not  be  nap;  but  the  light  thrown  upon  the 
subject  during  the  last  most  memorable 
Session  of  Parliament,  by  facts  then  so 
completely  ei^posed,  and  whtich  facts  nei- 
Iher  the  Army  in  Spain,  rior  the  Grand 
Armada,  nor  ^he  Battle  of  Asj>em,  will 
efface  from  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
End^d  ;  this  memorable  exposure,  af- 
forded new  illustrations  in  abundance, 
which  were  not  forgotten  by  the  several 
speakers* — I  Wk^  fads,  and  as  several  cu- 
nous  ones  were  stated,  1  shall  notice  some 
of  them  for  the  information  of  sucfh  of  my 
readers  as  are  not  in  the  habit  of  reading  th« 
SiATfeMAN. — Mr;  Town  send  r^ad  a  copy 
of  a  lietter  from  himself  to  the  Lay  Rector 
of  Codalming,  where,  it  appear^,  he  owns 
add  occupies  a  farm.  In  (his  letter,  be,  in 
answer  to  the  Rector'c  application  for  an 
advance  in  the  tythes,  shows  how  heavily 
the  land  is  burthened  wHh  taxc^s,  and 
makes  it  clearly  appear,  that  the  uaes  aYid 
fo/et  and  tyth^,  exceed  the  amount  of  the 
Ttnt,  which,  of  the  ftrm  in  oaestien,  is 

•tated at  XiiOL  a  year. Mr.  Townscnd's 

mode  of  illustration  is  one  that  I  like  above 
all  others,  as  the  public  miist  have  fre- 
jucntly  perceived.  But,  I  think  he  fell 
into  an  error  in  his  detail ;  that  he  con- 
founded items  of  charge,  very  difl*erent'in 
Ifieir  nature.    The  items  were  as  follows : 


—JMlddleaet  Meeting.  {SOl 

£.  J.  d. 

Land-tax  .........  16     8  5 

Property-tax  . 31     6  4 

Poor-rale 47     5  0 

Highway-rate 10  17  3 

Church-rate  .  ; 1   13  d 

Great  Tythes 3y     2  6 

Small  Tythes  .  , 11     5  0 

ToUl   • 157   18     0 

Which,together  with  the  additional  tyth« 
demanded,  would    certainly  exceed  the 

amount  of  the  rent. ^But,  sorely,  Mr. 

Towrtsend  caimot  look  tfjjon  the  AttfA-iray- 
rate  as  a  tax  laid  on  by  the  government, 
or  indeed,  as  a  tax  at  all ;  no,  surely,  nor 
as  a  burthen,  in  any  sense,  in  which  that 
word  can  be  taken.  Surely  Mr.  Towii- 
send.  Who  in  his  letter,  makes  a  represen- 
tation of  the  expenccs  of  horses  and  tackle^, 
must  know,  that,  of  all  the  money  expend- 
ed by  a  farmer,  that  is  the  best  laid  outj 
which  goes  to  the  insuring  to  him  good 
roads ;  and,  at  any  rate,  the  government 
receives  no  part  of  this  money  ;  the  road 
rate  is  a  mere  parish  concern ;  its  utility 
is  to  compel  those  to  help  to  keep  the 
roads  in  repair,  who  otherwiser  wonld  usa 
them  without;  and  in  f^ct,  to  re'ckonit  as 
z  burthen  appears  to  be  no  liiore  reasonable 
than  it  wouhl  be  so  to  reckon  the  expenc^ 

of  ploughing  or  reaping. No,  surely, 

the  gOTei-nment  is  not  to  be  blamed  for 
passing  a  law  to  compel  each  man  to  assist 
to  keep  the  public  roads  in  re^^sir,  in  itru- 
jpkntion  to  the  wear  and*  tear,  which  tuost 
roads  experience  from  him  ?  £?urcly,  Mr. 
Townsend  does  not' want  a  Parliamentary 
Reform  for  the  purjKise  of  doing  away 
those  regulations,  without  which  there 
would  be  no  conbmuriication  between  towti 
and  towh  fbr  any  carriage,  or,  indeed, . 
for  any  anii^al  much  heavier  than  a  cat  ? 
I'he  poor-rates  is  an  item  to  be  reck- 
oned; becatise  the  general  burthen  of 
taxes  create  paupers.  They  r^ecessarify 
create  paupers,  as  it  has  been  clearly 
proved  upon  former  occasions.  But,  it 
seems  not  very  reasonable  for  a  farmer  to 
complain  of  the  amount  of  the  poor-rate9> 
at  the  same  time  that  he  complains  of*'  the 
increased  price  cf  labourer's  wages/'  seeing 
that  what  the  laboarer  does  not  get  in 
wages,  he  must  have  in  poor-rate  ;  or,  he 
muse  perish  for  want,  which  I  am  very 
sure,  Mr.  Townsend  is  the  last  man  upon 
earth  to  wish  for.  The  truth  is,  that  the 
labourer's  wages  are  too  low ;  and,  it  is  at 
Godalming>  perhaps,  as  in  many  other 
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places,  a  rule  to  make  a  stated  iveckly  a UotL' 
once  to  the  labourers,  according  iotfienum- 
bcr  of  their  childrm,  bo  that,  whether  \>  ell 
or  ill,  old  or  young,  every  labouring  man, 
having  more  than  a  couple  of  children,  be- 
comes a  p^w/K^r,  and  all  his  family  along 
with  him  ;  than  which  any  thing  more 
unjust,  more  degrading,  more  directly 
tending  to  a  geaeral  destruction  of  industry, 
of  independence  of  mind,  and  of  the  few 
remaining  traits  of  the  English  character, 
it  is  nnpossihle  for  even  the  Devil  to  dis- 

cover.i ^Observe  how  it  works.     Let  us 

suppo.^e,  that  12  .shillings  a  week  is  sup- 
posed to  be  sullicitiit  lur  a  family  where 
there  are  only  two  children.  Well,  then, 
that  is  the  stated  xva^es.  •  \\  here  there  are 
more  than  two  children,  an  allowance  is 
made  of  so  much  a  head  ior  the  additimial 
children,  So  that,  in  fact,  the  farmers  pay 
part  of  their  lubourtrs  ua^es  uudtr  the  name 
qf' poor-rates t  and,  therelire,  a  very  consi- 
derable part  of  the  sum,  which  Mr.  Town- 
send  puts  down  as  the  amount  of  poor- 
rates,  he  should  put  down  as  "wagfs  to  la- 
bouirrs.  Cut  is  it  not  an  abominable  sys- 
tem of  parochial  managemeni,  w  hich  gi  ws 
to  one  man  hw  uages,  becaoiio  necessity 
calls  for  high  wages  to  another  man  to 
keep  him  from  starving  ?  You  say  to' 
every  man,  ^  we  will  give  you  no  more 
than  just  enough  to  keep  you  alive.''  If  a 
law  were  passed  to  anuihilale  industry, 
care,  oeconomy,  and  all  those  virtues 
ivhich  lead  to  abundance  of  means  and  in- 
dependence of  mind,  1  defj^  it  to  operate 
more  cflectuatly  than  this  levelling  sys- 
tem of  parochial  relief,  which,  in  effect, 
says  to  the  sober  and  industrious  man^ 
*'  You  shall  not  lay  up  against  sickness 
'*  or  old  age,^'  and  to  the  drunkard  and 
the  sluggard,  "  You  shall  never  suffer  from 
♦^  want.'  —As  to  tytfies,  too,  I  am  sorry 
Mr.  Townaend  included  them  in  the  bnr- 
ihais  upon  a  farm,  and  especially  in  the 
burthens  to  be  removed  by  a  Parliamen- 
tary Reform.  What  he  says,  towards  the 
conclusion  of  his  letter,  about  the  applica- 
tion of  the  ihbi^s,  has,  indeed,  something 
in  it  ;  but  unfortunatt-ly,  no  part  of  it  ap- 
plies to  his  case,  which  is  that  of  a  Lai/  Rec- 
tor}'. It  really  gi>cs  me  pain  to  continue 
these  connnents  ;  but,  the  cause  of  Par- 
liamentary Reform  scorns  the  uid  of  po- 
pular prrjudice,  r.nd  especially  that  preju- 
dice which,  gcnorajly  speaking,  is  evi- 
dently linked  with  self-interest ;  and,  be- 
sides, frcin  the  well-known  manly  charac- 
ter of  Mr.  TvAvnsend,  I  am  certaii:  he  will 
he  glad  to  see  any  error,  into  which  he 


may  have  fallen,  corrected  by  one,  who 
yields  not  to  him  in  zeal  for  the  cause, 
however  inferior  he  may  be  ii\  other  res- 
pects.  ^W^hat,  then,  1  fearlessly  a«k,has 

Parliamentary  Reform  to  do  liiih  the  Lay- 
Rector's  tythes  at  Godalming  ?  Does  Mr. 
Townsend  mean,  that  a  Parliamentary  Re- 
form would  produce  an  abolition  qf  these 
tythes?  He  cannot  mean  that;  for,  the 
Lay-Rector  of  Godalming  has  just  as  good 
a  title  to  his  tythes  as  Mr.  Townsrnd  has  to 
his  land.  The  one,  as  well  as  the  other,  is 
private  prcperly.  Ont* .  like  the  other,  is 
prejjeny  evtry  day  bought  and  sold  ;  and, 
It  is  vejy  ucli  known,  that  no  small  part 
ot  the  properly  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  is 
cf  this  siirt.  \\  hether,  in  a  nation  d  point 
ot  viiw,  it  be  dtiirubie  that  thiS  sort  of 
property  .should  txi-^i,  i>  another  question; 
and  I  he  same  quesiit.n  may  be  raised  res- 
pecting ail  the  vaiious  remains  of  feudal 
autliority  and  tenure  ;  I  ut,  1  am  bureMr. 
Townsend  will  find,  that,  if  ihe  abolitioa 
of  tythes  be  amongst  the  objects  to  be 
etii  cied  by  Parliamentary  Reiorm,  the  ar- 
guments, ujjon  which  that  abolition  if  to 
be  justified^  will  apply  to  all  other  sorts  of 

|)roperty. He  does  noiuieaniki%4w*- 

ever,  i  know,  he  does  not  mean  this.  But, 
iihat  does  he  mean,  then  ?  W  hy,  that  a 
Parliamentary  Reform  would  make  the 
tythe-owuers  more  moderate  in  their  de- 
mands. This  must,  1  think,  be  his  mean- 
injr;  but,  surely,  wken  he  reflects,  he 
will  see  cause  to  change  this  opinion ; 
ior,  why  should  Parliamentary  Kelorm 
tend  to  limit  the  demands  of  the  tythe- 
owncr,  any  mare  than  the  demands  of 
the  land-owner  ?  IVhy  should  it  interfere 
with  one  tort  ol'  private  property,  any 
more  than  w  iih  another  sort  of  private  pro- 
perty ?  Tyihe  is  a  charge  upon  an  estate, 
and  M)  is  a  mortgage,  or  a  rent-charge, 
or  an  annuity.  Oh,  no!  this  will  never 
do.  We  must  not  st  filr  so  good  a  cause, 
the  cause  ot  common'Sense,  to  be  bfurred  by 
such  a  strange  confusion  of  ideas  Mr. 
Townsend  hau  only  to  make  the  case  of  a 
tythe-owiicr  his  ow  n,  for  a  moment.  The 
ty  the  is  taxid,  he  will  find,  as  well  as  Uie 
land  ;  it  pays  all  the  same  sort  of  taxes 
that  the  lajid  pays,  and  in  the  same  pro- 
portions ;  the  /y/^-owner  is,  in  fict,  a/W- 
owner,  as  much  as  he  is  who»has  a  rent- 
charge  upon  land ;  and,  when  Mr.  Towns- 
end  complains  of  the  Rector's  compelling 
tlie  larmer  to  pay  the  poor-rates  upoh  the 
tythe,  is  it  possible,  that  he  can  have  dis- 
covered any  diflerence  whatever,  in  this 
respect,  between  the  cooduct  of  the  B/Ktor 
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and  that  of  the  Landlord,  the  latter  of 
whom  always  "  compels**  the  farmer  to  pay 
the  poor-rates? — ^It  was  sad  work  thus 
to  mix,  for  want  of  taking  time  to  reflect^ 
erode  and  narrow  notions  upon  matters  of 
political  oeconomy,  with  the  great  ques- 
tion of  Parliamentary  Reform  ;  -but,  it 
having  been  done,  I  could  not  suffer  the 
promulgation  of  those  notions  to  pass  under 
a  silence^  which  might  seem  to  give  them 
a  share  of  that  general  approbation^  which 
I  am  so  anxious  to  express  in  the  strong- 
est possible  manner.*— — ^Themain  ground, 
upon  which  we  stand,  is,  that  we  ask  for 
no  mnocaiion.  All  questions  of  this  sort 
ought  to  be  lefl  untouched.  They  are,  in 
fact,  merely  speculative;  and  have  no- 
thing at  all  to  do  with  our  object.  But,  I 
have  a  particular  dislike  to  this  attack  upon 
h/iheg;  because  it  falls  in  with  a  vulgar 
error ;  an  error  growing  out  of  a  grovel- 
ling feeling ;  a  feeling  no  more  connected 
with  a  hvc  qf  liberty,  thun  the  feeling 
which  operates  with  any  of  the  Jews  or 
Jewish  Christians,  who  occasionally  sing 
God-save- the-King,  at  the  London  Tavern, 

is  connected  widi    loyalty, That  the 

^^^y»  »*  '^  body,  have  not  recently  be- 
^*&Ted  so  well  as  1  could  have  wished,  I 
«m  ready  to  avow ;  and  that  some  of  them 
have  behaved  very  ill  is  notorious.  It  is 
also  a  shameful  and  crying  abuse,  that  so 
few,comparaiively,of  the  incumbents  reside 
■pen,  or  near,  or  ever  see,  their  livings, 
which  is  the  inevitable  consequence  of 
those  pluralities,  which,  in  their  turn,  are 
the  consequence  of  that  partial  distribu- 
tion of  patronage,  and  which,  like  all  the 
other  greut  national  evils,  arises  from  that 
state  of  the  reprcsentatiuu,  which  places 
all  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Bo- 
ruugh-factjon.  That  this  abuse  exists  1 
know;  but,  1  wknt  a  Parliamentary  Reform 
to  correct  it,  and  not  to  abolish  iythes;  that 
is  to  say,  to  abolish  one  sort  of  landed  pro- 
perty, and  the  Church  along  with  it.  1 
wish  to  see  a  reformation  in  the  Church ; 
and  that  I  should  see,  if  1  saw  a  reforma- 
tion of  the  Parliament;  but,  I  no  more 
uant  to  (ibolish  the  Church  tha«  I  do  to  abo- 
lish the  Parliament;  nay,  I  am  as  clearly 
convinced  of  this,  as  I  ever  was  ot  any 
thing  in  my  life,  that  the  way  to  jirevent 
the  Church  from  being  abolished,  is  to  re- 
form the  Parliament. *'  We  want  no  in- 

**  novation  ;  we  want  nothing  ntw/'  These 
are  the  words  of  him,  who  has  laid  down 
the  principles  of  Parliamentary  Reform, 
»nd  without  whom  our  cause  loses  half  its 
wpport.    1,  therefore,  dislike  exceeding- 


,"^Middlf9ex  Meeting.  [^1  d 

ly  to  see  any  novelty  of  notion  mixed  with 
arguments  in  favour  of  a  Reform  of  the 
House  of  Commons ;  and,  as  to  the  effect 
which  iyt/us  have,  or  are  likely  to  have, 
upon  the  civil  or  political  liberties  of  the 
nation,  we  cannot  but  recollect,  that  tythes 
existed  at,'  and  long  brfore,  the  time  of 
Magna  Ckartu;  they  have  existed  ever 
since;  so  that,  if  there  ever  was  a  tixne, 
when  Englishmen  enjoyed  freedom,  it  is 
pretty  clear,  that  the  existence  of  tythes  is  ' 
not  very  inimical  to  freedom.  Indeed, 
why  should  it  ?  The  tythe  upon  Mr- 
Townsend's  farm,  for  instance,  is  stated 
at  about  5QL  a  year.  Now,  suppose  tythes 
to  be  abolished  ;  that  is  to  say,  suppose 
this  ^0/.  a  year  to  be  taken  from  the 
ty  t*he-owner  and  given  to  Mr.  Townsend  ; 
it  would,  I  believe,  puzzle  Mr.  Townsend 
to  make  it  out  that'sach. a r^orm,  though  it 
were  to  be  general,  would  operate  much 
in  favour  of  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
Tiie  great  fallacy  is,  that  it  is  t\\ejarmer  and 
not  the  landlord  who  pays  the  tythe;  nor 
should  Mr.  Townsend  have  spoken  of* 
his  case  as  to  that  of  2i  farmer,  he  should 
have  met  the  question  fairly,  and  told  the 
meeting,  that  the  Lay  Rector  of  Godatm-^ 
ing  had  a  charge  upon  his  c^ate,  which 
charge  was  upon  it  before  hewught  it,  and 
that  he  wished  for  a  Reform  of  Parlia- 
ment in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  >aid  charge. 
No;  he  certainly  did  not  mean  this.  From.  ' 
all  that  1  have  heard  of  his  character,  he 
is  not  a  man  to  covet  his  neighbour's  goods, 
or  to  grudge  to  pay'  any  thing  that  he 
owes.  1  hive  alwaysheaid  him  dc.s<  ribed. 
as  a  very  liberal-mlndc;^l  man,  and  such  T 
believe  him  to  be  ;  bu^,  c.t  the  same  time, 
he  has  promulgated  errors,  wliicli,  ul^en 
brought  into  soch  c'.c  2  cuinection  with 
the  leading  efrjits  inJiic;  cause  of  Parlia* 
mentary  ReJorm,  1  couid  not  suffer  to  pa*.s 
unnoticed  or  uiiiefuted ;  for,  as  no  cause 
ever  yet  fiiuvlly  triumphed  wahour  having 
truth  on  its  side,  so  delusion,  though  of  tem- 
porary advantage,   must,  in  the  end,   be 

injurious  to  aivy  cause. Mr.  Mallet, 

from  whose  speech  1  have  selected  my 
motto,  advanced  what  I  look  upon  as  un- 
answerable argument  against  petitioning 
the  pariiainLiU,  of  Wiiim  1  always  disliked 
the  idcja.  Not  that  there  is  any  difference 
10  be  expected  as  10  the  practical  effect ; 
but,  there  has  always  seemed  to  me  to  be 
an  unfitness  in  the  thing,  to  petition  a  body 
of  persons  to  nform  themselves,  and  that, 
too,  while  the  peiiiioners  are  governed  by 
laws  of  their  making.  It  is  true,  that  the 
meaiiure  of  Reform  must  finally  come  from 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


«11] 


POUmCAL  WtGiSrrEHL—llKddbtexIBeelkg. 


P« 


the  House;  but^thc  application  to  it  for 
the  ■  purpose  appeal^  to  me  to  go-  much 
more  naturally  from  the  King,  representing 
'to  them  the  ccmiplaints  qf  his  people,  and  re- 
guesting  thtir  early  attention  to  those  com- 

piaints, ^Me.  Bentlev,  who  was  for  a 

Petition  to  the  Pavliameutv  stated  some  most 
curious  facts,  in  order  to  show  the  necessity 
of  a  Reform  in  that  body, who  had  the  guar- 
dianship of  the  public  purse,  of  which  we 
will  just  take  a  specimen. — *'  Gentlemen,  a 
*'  few  years  ago  a  Board  for  the  Encourage- 
^  ment  of  Agriculture  was  established  in 
"  this  kingdom ;  than  which  no  measure 
•'  could  be  more  laudable,  or  more  conge - 
^  nial  with  the  inclinations  of  the  people. 
*  That  Establishment  gave  universal  satis- 
*' faction,  and  excited  the  most  lively  hope 
•*  of  the  improvement  of  that  art,  the  vr- 
«  gorous  prosecution  of  which  has  ever 
"  been  found  to  be  the  fundamental 
•*  strength  of  all  nations.  By  an  address 
**  from  the  House  of  Commons,  the  an- 
"  nual  sum  of  3,000/.  was  directed  to  be 
"  placed  at  the  disposal  of  this  society, 
"for  the  purpose  of  promoting  ihe  list 
*'  views  of  the  country.  And  such  was 
**  deemed  its  importance,  that  it  was 
**  thought  worthy  of  the  privilege  of  a 
•*  patent,  by  which  it  was  established  as  a 
*»  regular  Board.  Letters  Patent  were  ac- 
"  cordingly  directed  to  be  issued;  the 
**  forms  of  office  w^re  regularly  gone 
"  through ;  the  Letters  Patent  were  fairly 
•*  transcribed  on  vellum,  and  finally  re- 
"  ceiving  the  sanction  of  the  Great  Seal^ 
"  they  were  perfected.  There  then  re-^ 
**  mained  only  the  usual,  but  in  all  cases 
"  indispensible  ceremony,  even  those  in 
"  which  the  national  interest  is  concerned, 
«  of  satisfying  the  demands  of  the  officers' 
*'  through  whose  hands  these  Letters  Par* 
**  tent  had  passed  in  their  progress  to* 
^' wards  perfection.  Now  what  do  you 
♦*  think,  gentlemen,  was  the  amotmt  of 
^  those  charges  for  writing  outfUMy  on  af 
**  skin  of  vellum  these  Letters  P&tent,  and^ 
^'  passing  them  through  the  officer  estab^ 
"  lished  for  that  purpose }  only  Eleven 
"  Hundred  and  EicMTV-NiNif  PovNDsrONB* 
"  Shilling  avd  Twopence  ! ! ! — [Scanda- 
"  lousf  impossible!  cmrnderabk  e^utixm^'] 
♦'  Gentlemen,  if  you  doubt  thefact,  I  have  it 
"  in  black  and  white ;  printed  by  the  king's 
*♦  own  printer !! !  [Croow,go<w.]  Thenext 
*»  instance  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  dt^w 
•*^  vour  attention,  is  that  oir  the  justly  cele- 
*•  brated  Dr.  Jenner,whose  grand  discovery, 
«♦  by  which  not  only  the  people  of  Eng- 
^  laad^  but  the  whole  tamaa  race  will  be 


*'  uttlmately  delivered  l\-om  the  scourge  of 
**  one  of  the  most  loathsome  disciasev  m 
"  which  humanity  is  incident,  you,  dtwbr- 
"  less,  all  remember.  For  that  discovery, 
"  the  sum  of  10,000/.  was  voted  by  the  un- 
''  animous  voice  of  parliament  to  Dr.  Jeti- 
**  ner ;  and  certain  I'  am,  that  the  friends  of 
**  humanity,  of  science,  and  of  their  coun- 
"  try,  did  not  think  that  remuneration  more 
"  than  adequate  to  the  transcendent  me- 
•'  rits  of  Dr.  Jenncr.  Gentlemen;  it  hap- 
**  pened  that  the  doctor  luckily  hadafiiend 
"  in  the  House  of  Commons,  who  knowing 
"  something  of  the  nature  of  these  trans- 
"  actions,  observed,  with  affected  carclcs^- 
"  ness,  when  the  1 0,000/.s  were  proposed 
"  as  a  remuneration, '  I  suppose  you  mean 
" '  the  Doctor  to  have  the  cle(rr  smt  of 
"  '  10,000/.  V  Certainly.  *  Why,  then,  it 
" '  had  better  be  specifkalltf  so  expressed 
"  '  in  the  Grant.*'  And  so  it  was  express- 
*♦  ed  ;  a  few  weeks  after  the  Doctor  had 
"  received  this  sum  of  10,000/.,  down 
"  comes  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
"  to  the  House  of  Commons,  with  his  an- 
"  nual  list  of  items,  required  to  be  made 
"  good  by  that  house — and  what  do  you 
"think  was  the  official  c/targefor  p(^ins 
*<  this  sum  to  Dr.  Jenner  f  Only  755/. ! ! 
*'  Is  it  possible  that  the  People  of  England 
"can  any  longer  preserve  silence.  In 
"  the  name  oi  God,  *  what  coul^  the 
•»  Clerks  in  the  Public  Offices  have  to  do 
**  in  the  payments  of  this  sum,  granted 
"  by  the  House  of  Commons,  but  to  as- 
*'  certain  the  authenticity  of  the  grant, 
"  and  the  identity  of  the  party  to  whom 
"  it  wag  granted  ?  Why,  gentlemen, 
"  there  was  no  more  difficulty  in  efiecting 
'*  this  simple  operation,  than  in  the  pay- 
"  ment  by  any  of  yourselves  of  a  Butcher 
"  or  a*  Baker's  bill !  [not  a  bit  more, — not 
**  so  >imdt.]  And  yet  the  enormous  sum 
"of 7 35/.  is  charged  for  this  annplet^e- 
"*  ration/'— — ^Through  a  speech  of  consl* 
derable  length,  abounding  in  facts  ^uch 
ar  these,  Mr.  BiNTUnr  appears  to  have  re- 
ceived* aldiost.  continual  appbnise,  which 
war  certainly  well  merited  ;  for  a  speech 
better*  calculated  for  the  purpose  aerkv 
was  utterecK Mr.  Bentlbt  was  fol- 
lowed by  Mr.  WAtrHMAN,  and'  Mr.  Cur- 
Fb]i6  ;  and,  befbre  the  conclosion  of  tbs 
proceedings,  Mr.  Btmg  not  only  declared 
his  readiness  to  plresent  the  Petition, 
but  also  his  petfbot  agreement  in  all  th* 
sentiments  artd  wishes  it  expressed. — - 
He  coircltidfed"  in  these  wbrds:  "  Hies* 
"  three  parts  unhed;  ftmn  our  consthn-* 
''tion^  «nd  if  thtejrdtriiot  form  the  hm 
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'*  theoretic  forai  of  gortrnment  tkaft  the 
"  miNM  of'  matr  com  svggtst^  tlMy  form 
''that  which  is  of  greater  iiii|>6?tacice>  the 
"  best  practical  fbrra  of  gOTetnniait  now 
"  upan  the  face  of  this  earth  ;  it  is,  how^ 
"  eter>  icnperfect  iti  its  Repfesontation  ; 
'*  and  I  shall  never  ro«t  satisiled  until  1 
"  see  a  peilbct  Beform  in  the  ftej^retenta- 
ff  tion  of  the  People  in  Parliaoient*  That 
"  is  a  bleasing  to  which  1  look  with  an 
"earnest  anxiety  ;  a  bletsiag  which  can 
"  alone  be  eflectod  by  the  members  of  the 
"  House  of  Commons  being  foirly  chosen 
^'by  the  people  themselTes,  and  not  no* 
"  minated  by  the  sennmts  of  the  Crown, 
"  or  composed  of  the  Livery  of  the  Aris- 
'^tocracy  of  the  country,  Kepreaenta- 
'^  tion  is  a  yaloable  deposit  of  the  rights 
"  of  the  subject ;  a  sacred  trust  reposed 
"in  the  Representative,  and  was  not 
"  meant  to  become  matter  of  prq/U  to  mdi* 
"  vidudUy  to  which,  1  am  sorry  to  say,  it 
"  has  been  in  too  many  instances  con* 
"  Terted ;  for  now,  many  individuals 
"  have  the  means  of  retumhagmore  mem- 
"  bers  to  Parliament,  and  thereby  to  pos* 
"  Kss  much  more  influence  in  the  coun- 
"cils  of  the  nation  than  whole  couh- 
''  ties  have,  auperior  as  they  ought  to  be 
'"  to  any  individual,  of  whatever  conse- 
"  quence  he  may  be  in  the  country.  With 
**  regard  to  the  difierent  modes  of  Relbnq 
"  wmcfi  have  been  mentioned  at  various 
*'  times,  I  have  no  difficulty  in  confessing, 
'^  that  I  feel  attached  to  the  form  which 
"  was  ^ted  in  the  year  1793  ;  by  which 
"  it  was  proposed, That  the  right  of  voting 
"  for  a  Member  to  serve  in  Parliament, 
*•  should  be  allowed  to.  all  Freeholders,  to 
•  aHCopyhokJer8,and  to  all  Householders, 
"  paying  direct  ^xes  to  the  State. — Wi^h 
"regard  to  the  duration  of  Parliament,  I 
**  think  it  of  but  little  importance  whether 
"  |t  be  annual  or  triennidl.  We  have  not 
"  been  deprived  of  triennial  Parliaments 
**  for  more  than  90  years ;  it  was  settled 
•*  by  the  Involution,  by  which,  and  by 
**  which  alone,  the  family  now  on  the 
^  throne  of  Great  Britain  hold  their  situa- 
•*  tion,  that  we  should  have  triennial  Par- 
'♦  liaments.  We  have  a  right  to  demand 
*' a  restoration  of  that  practice,  so  well 
••  adapted  as  I  think  it  is,  for  the  protec- 
**  tton  and  security  of  our  rights  and  libera 
*'  ties,  a  benefit  which  we  have  only  Inst 
•*  ninety  years.  Thus  much,  at  present, 
*'  for  my  sentiments  on  the  duration  of 
^  ParRament ;  but  the  great  object  i«,  that 
^  every  honest  man,  should  come  forward 
f  tlfi4  wppert  a  system  of  Reform  in  Par-^ 


"  liament,  in  order  that  all  corruptions 
"  and  all  abuses  whatever  may,  in  time, 

"be  entirely  swept  away." Of  thU 

mind,  I  trust,  the  whole  nation  will  be,  be- 
fbre  many  months  have  passed  over  our 
heads..  In  the  counties  it  will,  probably, 
be  soon  enough  to  meet  after  the  harvest 
is  in  ;  but,  no  more  time  than  is  absolutely 
necessary  should  be  suHered  to  pass  away, 
before  we  make  a  solemn  expression  of 
our  sentiments  upon  this  subject;  this  sub- 
ject, compared  to  which  all  the  wars  upoa 
the  continent  are  not  worthy  of  a  mo- 
ment's notice.  Seventy  vnUions  qf  money  a 
yesn* !  How  are  we  to  support  that !  I» 
It  not  manifest  that  no  man  can  long, 
under  such  a  system,  have  any  thing  to 

call  his  own  ? -But,  it  is  useless  to  be 

impatient,  or  anxious ;  a  Reform  fmts$ 
come;  fQr,  I  wfll  not  believe,  that  Eng- 
land is  destined  to  sink  under  the  arm  of 
an  invader. 

Duke  of  Brunswick. The  Duke  of 

Brunswick,  of  whoni  we  have  lately  )-eadr 
so  much  as  one  of  the  formidable  enemies 
of  Buonaparte,  is,  it  would  seem,  arrived 
m  England^  and,  what  is  odd  enonsh,  the 
very  same  ministeriai  iHrx^-prnpers,  which  an- 
nounced his  arrival,  contained  a  Hanote* 
rian  account  of  his  being  engaged  in 
bloody  fights  against  Jerome  Buonaparle'a 
troops!  Tliis  is  a  pretty  gijod  specimen 
of  the  frauds,  which  these  hireling  prints 

practise    upon    us. This  Duke    lias 

brought  Aw  army  with  him,  too,  rt  seems, 
amounting  to  1,7  (X)  men!  What  a  num- 
ber of  foreign  princes  we  shall  have  here 
by-and-by !  Pitt  ustd  to  call  EnglaiKi  the 
world's  last  hope.  He  might,  if  he  were 
(Lord  preserve  us!)  alive  noiv,  call  it  the 
world's  last  shift.  Before  Buonaparte, 
who  hunts  down  kings  and  princes  with 
as  little  remorse  as  sjjortsmen  hunt  down 
foxes,  all  the  ^Mixe  sterns  to  be  fleeing 

into  a  corner. The  n«!Ws-papers  tell  us^ 

that  the  Duke  has  *'  very  large  mustachios^ 
"  and  whiskery  on  his  uj^per  lip  and  side 
"  of  his  face."  But,  how  came  his  army 
with  him  ?  This  is  the  most  interesting 
part  of  the  question.  Who  brought  th* 
army  ?  Who  gavo  orders  for  its  being 
brought  to  England  }  Or,  is  it  all  a  news^ 
paper  fabrication  ?— Well,  time  will 
tell  us  all  about  it. 

W»«.  COBBETT. 

Botley,  Thursday,  \7th  August,  1809. 
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Held  in  consequence  of  a  Notice  of 
a  Motion  given  by  Mr.  James  Dixon, 
to  RESCIND  the  VOTE  of  Thanks  to 
Col.  Wardle,  passed  on  the  6th  of 
April  last. — (Continued from  p,  192.^ 

[Mr.  Waithman,  in  continuation.'\ 

The  great  ground  of  accusation 
aigainst  colonel   Wardle   appears  to   be, 
that  he  has  paid   for  that  Evidence  on 
which  the  Duke  of  York  has  been  con- 
▼icted  of  connivance.      Admitting  now, 
for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  fact  in  the 
fullest  latitude ;  in  the  name  of  common 
sense,  what  has  that  to  do  with  the  im- 
portant service  that  has  been  thus  rendered 
to  the  country  by  col.  W.  ?     1  would  ask 
those   gentlemen,   whose   morality  is   so 
awakened  at  this  alledged  discovery,  whe- 
ther  it  was  not  generally,   if  not  univer 
sally  believed,  at  the  time  when  we  passed 
our  vote  of  thanks  to  col.  \V.  that  he  ac- 
tually lived,  cohabited  with  Mrs.  C.  ?  For 
my  own  part  I  candidly  confess,  that  such 
was  my  belief;  and  such,  1  (Fare  say,  was 
at  that  time  the  opinion  and  belief  even  of 
the  gentWman  himself  who  g^ve  the  notice 
of  this  motion.     Yet,  though  we  all  be- 
lieved the  existence  of  the  fact  at  that 
time,  no  man,  whatever  he  thought,  breath- 
ed a  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  our  Vote  of 
Thanks  to  col.   W.,  notwithstanding  the 
reputed  and  believed  existence  of  the  im- 
portant (act,  that  he  was  living  in  a  state 
of  adultery.     It  is  most  strange,  that  the 
morality  of  the  gentleman  did  not  at  that 
time  take  the  alarm,  and  state   his  moral 
objections  to  the  passing  of  the  Vote  of 
Thanks !     From  this  imputation  Mrs.  C. 
has  fortunately  delivered  col.  W.  by  the 
publication  of  her  Letter,  in  which  she 
corrects  the  mistake  into  which  the  public 
had  fallen;  and  for  thus  clearing  the  cha- 
racter of  col    W.  from  so  gross  an  impu- 
tation, it  is  impossible  not  to  feel  grateful; 
that  such  are  my  feelings,  I  very  freely  con- 
fess, for  it  is  my  opinion  that  in  every  public 
character  it  behoves  us  not  to  be  utterly 
regardless  of  the  private  character  of  the 
individual ;  although  it  cannot  be  denied, 
in  strictness  of  reasoning,  that  the  defec- 
tive private  chai*acter  of  an  individual 
should  diminish  the  value  of  his  public 
conduct  is  a  species  of  prejudice.     It  is, 
however,  a  weapon  that  has  frequently 
been  used  by  the  friends  of  corruption, 
and  that  too  with  areat  success,  to  destroy 
the  influence,   and  paralize  the  exertions 
of  men  of  public  virtue.     This  renders  it 
Kost  extraordinary  that  sa  formidable  a 


weapon  should  have  been  sufiTered  to  lie 
idle  when  We  passed  our  Vote  of  Thanks 
Nothing  is  more  common  than  fur  the 
friends  and  participators  of  corruption  on 
the  discovery  of  facts  that  are  clearly  in- 
defensible ;  to  turn  short  round  and  accuse 
the  accuser  of  using  that  language  called 
seditious,  thus  attempting  to  silence  the- 
arguments  they  cannot  answer,  by  knocK 
ing  every  man  on  the  head  who  exposes 
their  corruptions.     Is,  or  is  it  not  true  ? 
Has  it,  or  has  it  not  been  proved,  that  tbere< 
did  exist  a  traffic  for  seat6  in  the  House  of* 
Commons  ?     If  this  important  fact  cannot- 
be  denied,  where  is  the  man  w  ho  will  have' 
the  hardihood  to  say,  that  it  is  not  the 
duty  of  every  man  who  pays  the  enonnous' 
taxes,  imposed  on  the  individuals  of  this« 
nation,  to  expose  even  the    immaculate 
Lord    Castlereagh,   or   the   conscientious- 
Mr.  Perceval,  who  have  "  served  the  coun- 
"  try  80  long ?"  [Hear  !  Hear !]  The  salu- 
tary Bill  brought  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons  by  Mr.  Martin,   was  opposed,  be- 
cause it  was  thought  necessary  to  hate 
the  power  of  rewarding  services.     Of  re- 
ward for  services,  Mr.  Perceval  enjoys,  in 
addition  td  those  of  which  he  is  in  tbe> 
actual  possession,  the  pleasant  reversionary 
prospect  of  46,000/.   per  annum,  which 
his  brother  now    receives.      It  is  not  a 
little  extraordinary,  that  am(mg  the  al- 
most innumerable  motions  that  have  been 
brought  forward,  by  the   absent  gentle- 
man and   his   friends,    it    should    never- 
have  occurred   to  them,  in  any  one  in- 
stance, to  have   suggested  a  single  pro- 
position   for   the   reformation  ot    abuses 
in  any  department  whatever.     It  cannot 
be  that  they  are  not  accustomed  to  interest 
themselves  in  public  matters,  for  it  might 
seem  that  they  are  not  a  little  fond  of  po- 
pularity, fi-om  the  forwardness  with  which 
they  have  been  found  ready  to  vote  away 
the  City  money  in  swords  and  monuments, 
and  the  City  thanks  to  the  no- popery  mi- 
nisters, for  turning  out  their  predecessors. 
Yet  upon  any  measure  that  is  proposed- 
for  the  amelioration  of  the  general  condi- 
tion of  the  community  by  the  suppression 
of  abuses,  and  the  eradication  of  corrup- 
tion, they  seem  to  hang  their  heads.    At 
such  unlucky  periods  their  dejection  is  so 
extreme  and  so  apparent,  as  to  excite  even 
our  pity  and  compassion.     In  fact,  the 
depth  of  this  dejection  can  only  be  equalled 
bv  the  height  of  arrogance  that  was  dis- 
played when  col.   Wardle  stated  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  an  office  actually 
existed    in  Threadneedle-streeti  for  tbt 
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sale  of  offices  and  places.  What  did  this 
assertion  produce  ?'  a  horse  laugh,  and  a 
most  bitter  and  severe  rebuke  for  having 
dared  to  vilify  his  Majesty's  Government. 
But  I  would  say  to  the  Ministers  of  his 
Majesty  wh^t  I  should  not  hesitate  to  say 
to  the  House  of  Brunswick:  let  them 
shew  some  anxiety  to  preserve  their  own 
credit ;  for  that  is  what  even  connnon  de- 
cency requires.  And  most  marvellous  to 
tell,  notwithstanding  the  horse  laugh  and 
derision  of  Ministers,  and  their  host  of  ad- 
herents, in  consequence  of  the  discovery 
thus  dragged  forth  by  the  intrepidity  of 
col.  Wardle,  a  prosecution  has  been  insti- 
tuted by  the  Attorney-General,  and  the 
very  persons  pointed  at  by  name  by  col. 
W.  have  been  tried  and  convicted  of  an 
cftence  which  tended  to  bring  his  Majes- 
ty's government  into  contempt.  V/ho 
then  are  the  men  who  vilify  and  bring  into 
contempt  his  Majesty's  Government  ?  the 
man  who  asseris  the  existence  of  such 
practices,  and  argues  for  their  suppression — 
or  the  men  who  deride  the  assertion,  at- 
tempts to  bully  col.  W.  into  silence,  make 
that  a^ertion  the  ground  of  inquiry,  the 
rnstitution  of  a  prosecution  and  the  con- 
viction of  the  offenders  originally  pointed 
out  by  col.  W.  ?  Now,  when  1  hear  the 
Attorney^General  state  the  facts  relating 
to  this  case,  and  at  the  same  moment  see 
the  press  from  almost  every  quarter,  pour- 
ing forth  torrents  of  abuse  on  the  devoted 
head  of  col.  W.,  I  cannot  repress  my  asto- 
nishment ;  for  he  surely  must  in  fact  be 
their  very  best  friend,  by  dragging  forth 
to  public  justice  those  men,  the  tendency 
of  whose  practices  the  Attorney-General 
charges  to  be  that  of  bringing  his  Majes- 
ty's Government  into  contempt.  The 
gentleman  opposite  to  me  is  the  only  one 
who  Ins  yet  ventured  to  open  ,his  mouth 
in  opposition  to  the  Amendment  of  the 
worthy  Alderman ;  and  even  that  gen- 
tleman admits  that  the  "Trial  has  nothing 
**  to  do  with  the  question."  But  he  says 
diat  we  ought  not  to  vilify  Administration : 
now  I  say,  that  the  People  have  rjghts 
IS  well  as  the  Government,  and  where  is 
the  utility  of  the  right  of  petitioning,  if 
-we  dare  not  speak  out  ?  Of  what  import- 
ance were  it  if  col,  W.  had  actually  given 
money  to  Mrs.  Clarke  to  induce  her  to  di- 
vulge what  she  knew  ?  Has  not  the  Go- 
vernment of  this  country  done  the  same 
thing  ?  have  they  not  been  in  the  frequent 
Mul  constant  habit  of  doing  it !  Have  they 
*ot  paid  hosts  of  spies  and  informers  to 
»*k§  discovery  ef  those  unfortunate  men. 


who  published  what  were  termed  seditious 
pamphlets  ?  Have  they  not,  on  the  suborn- 
ed evidence  of  spies  and  informers,  sent 
men  ignominiously  to  Botany'  Bay  for  1  $ 
years?  Did  they  not  attempt  to  deprive 
others  of  their  liVes  by  the  evidence  of  in- 
formers who  had  contrived  to  possess 
themselves  of  their  confidence  ?  And  for 
what  were  some  convicted  and  transported, 
and  others  tried  on  the  bare  information 
of  authorized  §pies  and  informers  ?  For 
asserting  that  men  practised  those  corl'up- 
tions  which  have  been  since  acknowledged 
to  exist  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  who  expressed  his  reprobation 
and  detestation  of  that  practice.  [Hear  ! 
hear  !  hear  !]  Even  members  of  the  pre- 
sent administration  hnve  been  compelled 
to  endure  the  accusation  of  a  traffic  in 
seats  ill  Parliament,  which  it  was  beyond  , 
all  tluir  ingenuity  to  disprove.  £Hear  !  ' 
henr !  hear!]  Have  we  not  even  seen 
men  executed  on  the  evidence  of  spies 
and  informers,  who  have  assisted  in  plung- 
ing these  unhappy  persons  into  irrevoca- 
ble acts  fur  which  ihey  sullered  ?  Surely  I 
am  not  incorrect  in  speaking  of  facts,  which 
are  known  to  exist  as  ceitainly  as  the  light 
of  the  Sun  ;  and  if,  as  we  now  see,  mea 
are  liable  to  prosecution  for  such  actions, 
we  may  surely  be  allowed  to  speak  of  them 
without  incurring  the  risque  of  transporta- 
tion to  Botanj'  Bay,  or  of  being  overwhelm- 
ed with  the  abuse  of  venal  hireling  news- 
papers, to  which  I,  however,  believe  no 
man  in  existence  is  more  perfectly  indif- 
ferent than  myself.  With  respect  to  the 
connection  of  the  private  character  and 
conduct  of  col.  Wardle,  with  the  Vote  of 
Thanks  passed  by  this  Court,  I  see  with 
mtrch  satisfaction  that  no  attempt  has  yet 
been  made  to-day  to  substantiate  that 
proposition,  and  I  will  take  upon  myself  to 
say,  that  no  possible  turpitude,  of  which 
human  nature  could  be  guilty,  would 
justify  our  connecting  the  consideratioQ* 
of  his  private  character  with  that  of  our 
public  Thanks  for  his  puhlic  conduct. 
But  even  bad  any  thing  unfortunately 
come  out  to  diminish  the  respect  and  in- 
terest which  every  unprejudiced  unbiassed 
person  must,  I  think,  feel  for  such  a  man, 
it  had  been  more  candid  and  more  gene- 
rous to  have  suffered  the  imperfection  of 
human  nature  to  have  passed  unnoticed, 
than  to  have  seized  that  opportunity  of 
attempting  to  prejudice  the  public  against  - 
a  man,  of  whose  private  as  well  as  public 
worth  and  virtue,  I  have  the  moSt  smcerc 
conviction,  it  had  been  more  manly  so  t« 
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tiave  Kcted>  th^n  to  have  come  with  a 
whiniWg,  piiifal,  and  hypocritical,  caattug 
pretence,  of  being  "  so  hurt/'  ahd  of  not 
wishing  to  hurt  col.  Wardle.  I  think  1 
^now  all  the  circumstances  from' the  be- 
ginning to  the  end  of  col.  Wardle' S  pro- 
ceedings In  the  prosecution  of  the  inves- 
tigatton,  and  a  niore  honourable  man,  I  do 
declare,  from  the  bottom  of  my  hearty  I 
finnly  believe  never  did  exist,  Howcyer^ 
for  the  sake  of  argument,  I  will  allow  him 
to  have  broken  his  word,  tlb  have  bribed 
Mrs.  Clarke ;  in  short,  to  have  done  what- 
ever the  absent  gentleman  might  please ; 
let  him  have  done  what  he  will,  his  con- 
duct cannot  have  altered  the  nature  of  the 
thing.  The  accusation  against  the  Duke 
of  York  has  been  fully  proved  by  the 
concurrent'  testimony  of  unwilling  wit- 
nesses, corroborated  by,  the  irrefragable 
proof  of  written  documents, — of  letters 
under  the  hand-wrilingof  the  Duke  of  York 
himself.  The  absent  gentleman  has  at- 
tempted to  obtain  a  pitiful  triumph  over 
that  man  who  so  lately  be  durst  not  have 
faced.  I  have  already  asserted,  that  no 
act  of  private  turpitude  of  col.  Wardle, 
however  flagrant  or  atrocious,  can  affect 
the  consideration  of  his  public  conduct ; 
but  for  the  sake  of  placing  this  position 
in  the  strongest  possible  point  of  view,  let 
us  suppose  that  col.  Wardle  was  a  member 
of  the  Society  for  the  Suppression  of  Vice, 
let  us  suppose  that  he  aad  in  this  court 
called  on  his  fellow  citizens  for  protection 
to  their  wives  anc)  daughters.  Letus  sa|)- 
pose  that  he  had  attacked,  and  afterwards 
debauched  the  wife  of  his  bosom  friend  ! 
still  I  say,  that  infamous  as  must  be  his 
private  character,  even  these  curumstanf 
'ces  c^n  have  no  weight  in  the  considera- 
tion of  his  public  conduct.  Let  us  sup- 
pose that  col.  Wardle  hadpassedhU nights 
in  gambling,  that  the  debts  which  ^he 
contracted  tp  support  himself  in  that  scan^ 
dalous  practice  he  refused  to  pay,  that  in 
his  progress  through  the  street^at  midnitfht 
he  should  be  guilty  of  outrages  against 
decency  and  m  good  order,  by  getting 
into  midnight  broils,  and  rescuing  from  the 
'  hands  of  justice  prostitutes  and  their  asso* 
ciates.  Let  ussuppose,  to  formtbe  climax  of 
his  moral  depravity,  that  he  had  increased 
his  fortune  by  plundering  the  public  under 
the  sanctipn  of  an  act  of  .parliament^ 
passed  for  the  accommodation  of  com- 
merce in  the  metropolis  of  the  eropii;e. 
Still,  I  say,  these  atrocities  would  not  alter 
the  facts  established  by  col.  W.  of  the 
^istenoe  of  corruption^  or  lesa^  the  bene- 


ficial consequences  of  their  exposure.  If 
even  the  conduct  of  col.  W.  had  been 
marked  by  treachery,  hypocrisy,  and 
fawning  meanness,  by  writing  a  letter  to 
Lord  Grenville,  soliciting  advancenaent  for 
a  relative,  and  adding^  that  much  as  be 
d^ired  his  relative'^  advancenient,  he  was 
unwilling  to  accept  the  &vour  from  any 
other  bands  th^  those  of  his  lordship; 
and,  if  be  had  then  had  the  baseness^ 
when  he  Ibund  his  lordship's  power  was 
tottering,  to  strike  down  the  raelinjg  Mi* 
nister,  in  order  to  make  court  to  his  suc- 
cessor. It  might  be  asked,  where  shall  we 
fiod  a  cavern  dark  enough  to  mask  such 
iuiamy  ?  Yet  even  ^is  concentrated  mass 
of  infamy  heaped  on  the  head  of  col.  W.; 
nay,  even  his  conviction  for  a  highway 
robbery  on  Hounslow  Heath,  could  not 
alter  or  a£fect  the  facts  which  he  has  estab- 
lished by  his  exertions  in  tiie  House  of 
Commons.  But  of  none  of  these  outrages 
upon  human  jiature  and  human  society 
has  col.  W.  been  guilty ;  let,  therefore, 
no  man  cast  stones  at  another,  till  he  has. 
looked  around  him !  I  trust  I  have  thus 
convinced  the  Courts  that  ao  far  from  any 
circumstances  having  occurred  which  can 
induce  us  to  rescind  the  thanks  that  have 
been  offered  to  col.  W.^  the  facts  that  have 
since  been  made  public  entitle  that  exalted 
character  to  the  iiirther  Thanks  of  the 
Corporatk)n  of  the  City  of  London. 

Mr.  S.  Dixon  said,  he  was  prepared  U) 
receive  any  species  of  rebuke  from  Mr. 
Walthmsm,  whose  praise  alone  be  dread- 
ed. On  proper  occasions,  he  should  be 
at  no  loss  to  justify  his  conduct ;  with  res* 
pect  to  the  denial  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  fji  the 
cohabitation  of  col.  W.  with  her,  ^1  tfrat 
be  could  say  was,  that  Mr.  Waithman  was 
very  anxious  to  prove  the  chastity  of  coL 
W.,  but,  "  for  my  own  part,"  said  M^ 
Dixon,  *'  if  I  had  been  with  her  at  the 
MarteUo  Towers,  I  certainlv  should  have 
had  more  intimate  conoescton  with  Mrs. 
C,  than  col.  W.  states  himself  to  have 
had." 

Mr.  Mawman  would  have  voted  agaip^ 
ifscindingthe  motion,  but  was  averse  tfi 
concurring  in  Alderman  (Joodbehere's 
Amendment,  on  the  principle  of  its  beinff 
foreign  to  the  purpose  of  the  day,  and 
taking  the  Coort  by  surprise. 

Mr.  Stokes  did  not  approve  of  the  Ian* 
guage  which  had  been  held  to-day  r^ 
pecting  placemen  and  place-hunters :  he 
-thought  It  unnecessarily  personal,  altbough 
it  did  not  aflect  himseU;  for  he  disclaimed 
all  conoection  with  Goyecnmaat>  and  a^ 
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sured  the  C^iirt,  that  he  never  begged  any 
ikvour  of  any  minister.  He  objected  to 
the  proposition  of  the  worthy  Alderman^ 
because  new  matter  was  brought  up  by  it> 
luch  as  suited  not  the  purpose  for  which 
the  Members  of  the  Court  had  been  sum- 
mooed  ;  to  that  purpose,  and  to  that  only, 
(hould  its  attention  be  directed. 

Mr.  Waitumam  explained,  what  he  felt 
to  have  been  misconceived  of  what  he  had 
said  coQcerniug  some  p^fsons :  he  had  cast 
no  reflection  upon  individuals.  He  then 
proceeded  to  support  the  proposition  mov- 
ed by  his  worthy  friend,  Mr.  Alderman 
Goodbehere  ;  "  1  am  surprised  (said  he) 
that  my  worthy  friend  (Mr.  Mawman)  de- 
clines to  assist  us  on  the  present  occasion  : 
he  says  he  would  do  so  on  another  occasion 
but  will  not  ou  this.  But  why  not  ?  £vt;ry 
feet  stated  in  my  friend's  Amendment  is 
as  undisputed  as  it  is  iudispiiuibie,  there 
is  not  a  single  proposition  stated  in  the 
Amendment,  that  is  not  founded  on  a 
public  document,  and  therefore  gentlemen 
who  complain  of  the  statement,  pass  the 
truth  of  it  over  ;  they  are  judicious  iu  so 
doing ;  it  is  the  best  way  of  effecting 
tbelr  purpose  ;  they  fly  to  something  else, 
they  complain  that  the  Amendment  of 
the  worthy  Alderman  involves  new  matter, 
is  brought  opoa  them  by  surprise.  There 
is  no  foundation  for  that  complaint ;  and 
I  will  veature  to  say,  that  there  is  no  indi- 
vidual in  tbis  Conrt  less  liable  than  the 
worthy  Alderman,  or  myself,  to  the  impu- 
tation of  taking  this  Com  t  by  surprise  ; 
pre  ntver  took  any  body  by  surprise.  In 
the  present  instance  tliere  is  no  pretence, 
for  geotlemen  to  complain  of  surprise. 
The  object  of  the  motion  of  which  the 
worthy  member  gave  notice,  and  which 
be  has  shrunk  from,  is,  to  take  into  con- 
tideration  circumstances  which  have  trans- 
pired since  our  Resolution  of  the  6th  of 
April,  upon  the  subject  of  the  merit  of 
Mr.  Wardle,  and  the  services  he  htis  ren- 
dered to  his  country  by  his  exertions  in 
the  House  of  Commons  in  various  depart- 
ments of  the  state.  That  is  the  professed 
object  of  the  author  of  the  notice  of  the 
laotioii.  He  conceived  that  the  ciroun- 
stauces  \diich  have  transpired  ainoe  our 
Besoltttion  of  the  ^tb  9f  ApxU,  ace  such  aa 
to  call  opon  ns  to  rescind  thai  Resolution. 
My  worthy  friand  ami  my&elf  think  tha^ 
the  cirrnmstaffce^  which  have  wcf  trans- 
pired are  so  far  from  detracting  finom  the 
merit  of  Mr.  War()le,  th^t  tbev  ^dd  U>  his 
claims  nptm  the  gratitude  i^  pis  covniry* 
m$u,  and  demaj^l  f^rth^^r  ^pwhatipn  : 


thks  not  only  gives  «s  aright,  but  naturally 
calls  upon  U3  to  state  what  Che  circum- 
stances are  which  have  transpired  since 
the  time  of  passing  our  Vote  of  Thanks  U> 
that  gentleman : — that  is  the  object  of 
the  Amendment  of  my  worthy  friend. 
If  that  be  so,  1  ask  of  this  Court,  can  we  do 
better  than  state  those  facts  ?  I  say  can 
"  we''  do  better,  for  I  do  hot  disguise  anv 
thing ;  I  avow  that  1  have  had  some  con- 
cern in  the  framing  of  this  motion,  and 
which,  therefore,  it  is  natural  that  I  should 
support.  Nor  does  the  motion  go  so  far 
as  it  might  with  truth,  for  there  are  facts^ 
not  stated  iu  it,  from  which  I  can  prove 
Mr.  Wardle's  further  claims  to  Thanks. 
Let  us,  recollect  that  Mr.  Wardle  was 
charged  with  having  represented  things  as 
grievances,  which  did  not  exist,  and  which 
are  proved,  hy  the  subsequent  conduct  of 
the  ministers  Uiemselves,  to  have  existed. 
Mr.  Wardle  slated  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  there  were  three  branches  of 
the  public,  expenditure  in  which  there 
were  great  abuses,  and  in  which  there 
might  be  introduced  great  savings,  without 
detriment  to  the  pi^blic  service.  He  de- 
scended to  particulars,  stated  facts  on 
which  his  assertion  rested.  He  was  con- 
tradicted by  ministers,  they  denied  his 
statement  of  th^  facts.  But  how  has  it 
turned  out  upon  those  facts  ?  Why,  my 
Lord,  ministers  have,  by  their  own  acts^ 
subsequent  to  that  statement,  proved  the 
existence  of  the  very  facts  which  they 
denied  iu  the  House  of  Commons,  upon 
the  statement  of  them  by  Mr.  Wardle. 
The  facts  stated  by  Mr.  Wardle,  and  to 
which  I  am  now  alluding,  were  these  : 
— that  in  the  manner  of  conducting  the 
business  of  the  Local  Militia,  there  was 
much  abuse,  and  there  might  be  great  al- 
teration and  a  great  saving,  without  detri- 
ment to  the  public  service.  Ministers 
denied  the  existence  of  any  such  abuse  in 
that  branch  of  the  public  service,  but, 
since  the  discussion,  how  have  they 
acted,  for  that  is  the  test  ?  They  have 
given  orders  there  shall  be  "  no  further 
proceedings  in  the  bSblits  of  the  Local 
Militia,"  thereby  admittingi  I  say,  the 
existence  of  the  abuses  stated  by  Mr. 
Wardle,  and  denied  by  them  m  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  next  head  of 
pubijc  service  in  which  Mr.  Wardle  stated 
there  was  nwch  abivse  which*  might  be 
corrected  without  detriment,  was  in  the 
Cloatfaing  pf  the  Volunteers.  Ministera 
denied  the  OKiateBce  of  that  abuse  also. 
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have  given  orders,  "  that  there  shall  be 
no  further  proceeding  on  the  subject  of 
the  Cloathing  of  the  Volunteers/'  The 
next  head  of  service  was  that  of  "  a  sup- 
ply of  the  article  of  Canva^is  :"  in  which 
Mr.  Wardle  stated  there  was  great  abuse, 
and  might  be  much  retrejichment  without 
injury  to  the  public  service.  Ministers 
denied  the  existence  of  any  such  abuse. 
Look  at  the  actions  afterwards ;  They  have 
discharged  the  Insrpeclor  of  Canvas  !  Such, 
my  Lord  Mayor,  are  the  facts  ;  and  after 
this,  are  we  to  be  told  that  what  has  trans- 
pired since  our  Vote  of  Thanks  to  Mr. 
Wardle  has  hern  snclvas  ought  to  induce 
ws  to  rescind  that  Vote.  I  say  that  what 
has  transpired  since,  calls  upon  us,  in  the, 
discharge?  of  our  public  duty,  to  en'ari;;e 
and  to  PKtend  th  se  Thanks  to  a  man  who 
has  rendered  such  cssen  iai  service  to  his 
country.  I  ^ay,  it  is  high  time  for  us  to 
make  a  s  and  against  the  torrent  of  C  )r- 
ruption,  when  it  is  become  notorious,  that 
no  less  than  200,0cy)/.  of  th<'  public  money 
is  given  to  individuals  in  Pensions,  as  I 
have  already  describe  1 ;  when  we  see  that* 
one  individual  has,  in  nine  months,  de- 
firauded  the  puWic  of  90,000/. ;  and  shall 
we,  after  this,  say  that  these  matters  c  ome 
upon  the  Members  of  the  Court  by  sur- 
prize ?  Why  should  the  statement  of 
them  surprize  any  of  us,  since  we  all  know 
of  their  existence  ?  but  it  seems  that  in 
some  [5evsons  the  existence  of  these  things 
is  not  so  shocking  as  the  statement  is — who 
cannot  bear  to  hear  any  thing  said  to  the 
discredit  of  our  Governors. 

(To  be  continued.) 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

French  Army  in  Austria. — I'vsenty  Sixth 
Bulletin, — (  Continued  from  p.  \{jQ.) 

Twelve  of  the  most  considerable  villages  in 
the  beautiful  plain  of  Vienna,  such  as  are 
geen  in  ^he  neighbourhood  of  a  great  capi- 
tal, have  been  burnt  during  the  battle.  The 
just  hatred  of  the  nation  is  loud  against  the 
guilty  men  who  have  drawn  upon  it  all 
Siese  calamities. — The  general  of  brigade, 
Laroche,  entered  Nuremberg  on  tho  28th 
of  June,  with  a  corps  of  cavalry,  and  pro- 
ceeded towards  Bayreuth.  He  met  the 
enemy  at  Besentheim,  charged  him  with 
the  first  prp visional  regiment  of  dragoons, 
and  cut  in  pieces  all  who  opposed  him, 
and  took  two  pieces  of  cannon. 

Twenty- Seventh  Bulietin, 
Oa  the  10th  :the  dukt  of  Rivoli  btat  the 


enemy's  rear-guard  before  Hollabnin.— 
At  noon  on  the  same  day,  the  duke  of  Ra- 
^usa,  who  had  arrived  on  the  heights  ot' 
Znaim,  saw  the  enemy's  baggage  and 
artillery  filing  olF towards  Bohemia,  ficn. 
Bellegarde  wrote  to  him  that  prince  John 
of  Li9htenstein  would  repair  to  the  Em- 
peror with  a  mission  from  his  master,  for 
the  purpose  of  tre  iting  for  Peace  ^  aiul  ia 
consequence  desired  a  Suspension  of  Arms. 
The  duke  of  Ra^usa  replied,  that  it  wa'? 
not  in  his  power  to  accede  to  such  a  pro- 
position ;  but  that  he  would  acquaint  the 
■Emperor  with  it.  Meanwhile  he  attaekcJ 
the  enemy,  took  from  him  an  excellent 
position,  made  some,  prisoners,  and  took 
two  colours. — Oil  the  morning  of  the  same. 
day,  the  duke  of  Auerstadt  had  passed  tlir^ 
Taya  opposite  Nicolsbourg,  and  general 
Grouchy  had  beaten  priiice  Rosenberg's 
rear,  taking  450  men  of  prince  Charles's 
regiment. — At  noon  on  the  11th  instant, 
the  Emperor  arrived  opposite  Znaiin. 
The  battle  had  begun.  The  duke  of  Ka- 
gusa  had  attacked  the  town ;  and  the 
duke  of  Rivoli  had  taken  the  bridge,  and 
had  occupied  the  tobacco  manuract'-ry. 
In  the  different  engagements  this  day,  we 
had  taken  3,000  men^  two  colours,  and 
three  pieces  of  cannon.  The  general  of 
brigade,  Biiiyeres,  an  officer  of  very 
great  promise,  has  been  \*oundefl.  The 
general  of  brii^ade,  Guiion,  made  a  fine 
charge  with  the  1 0th  cuirassiers.— The 
Emperor,  informed  that  prince  John  of 
Lichlenstein,  who  had  been  sent  to  him, 
was  arrived  within  our  po<*-s,  ordered  the 
fire  tocea«:e.  The  annexed  Armistice  was 
signed  at  midnight,  at  the  prince  of  Ncuf- 
chatel's.  The  prince  oi  Lichten^tein  was 
presented  to  the  Emperor  in  his  tent,  at 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Suspension  of  Arms  betiveen  his  Majesty  tk 
Emperor  qfthe  Fraich  and  King  q/"  Italt/, 
and  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  qf  Au&tria. 

Art.  1.  There  shall  be  a  Suspension  of 
Arms  between  the  armies  of  his  majesty 
the  Emperor  of  the  French,  king  of  Italy* 
and  of  his  majesty  th    Emperor  of  Austria. 

2.  The  line  of  demarcation  shall  be  on 
the  side  of  Upper  Austria,  the  frontier 
which  separates  Austria  from  Bohemia,  the 
Circle  of  Znaim,  that  of  Brunn,  and  a  line 
drawn  from  the  frontier  of  Moravia  upon 
Raab,  which  shall  begin  at  the  point  where 
the  frontier  of  the  Circle  of  Brunn  tourhej 
the  Marrh,  and  deset-nding  the  March  to 
its  conflux  with  the  Taya ;  irom  thence  to 
St;  Jobana  aod  the  road  to  Presbourg; 
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Pr^bourg  aik)  a  league  round  the  towp ; 
the  great  Danube  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Baab;  the  Raab  to  the  frontiers  of  Stiria ; 
Stiria,  Camiola,  Istria,  and  Fiume. 

5.  The  citadels  of  Brunn  and  Gratz 
shall  be  evacuated  iraraediately  on  the 
signature  of  tLe  present  Armistice. 

4.  The  detachments  of  Austrian  troops 
^ich  are  in  the  Tyrol  and  the  Voralberg, 
shall  evacuate  those  two  countries^  and  the 
fort  of  Sachsenbourg  shall  be  given  up  to 
the  Frwich  troops. 

5.  loe  magazines  of  provisions  and 
clothes,  which  shall  be  found  in  the 
countries  to  be  evacuated  by  the  Austrian 
army,  and  which  belong  to  it,  may  be 
emptied. 

6.  In  relation  to  Poland,  the  two  armies 
shall  take  the  line  which  they  at  present 
occupy.  ' 

7.  Ihe  present  suspension  of  arms  shall 
continue  for  a  month,  and  fifteen  days 
notice  shall  be  given  before  hostilities  re* 
commence. 

8.  Commissaries  on  either  side  shall  be 
named,  for  the  execution  of  the  present 
articles. 

9.  From  to-morrow,  the  1.3th,  the  Aus- 
trian troops  shall  begin  their  evacuation 
of  the  countries  marked  out  by  this  suspen- 
sion of  arms ;  and  shall  retire  by  daily 
marches.-— The  fort  ofBrunn  shall  be  given 
up  to  the  French  army  on  the  14th  of 
July ;  and  that  of  Gratz  on  the  16th. 

]VIade  and  concluded  between  us  the 
undersigned,  charged  with  full  powers  from 
our  respective  sovereigns,  the  prince  of 
Neufchatel,  major-gen.  of  the  French 
army*  and  M.  BarOn  \Vimp0en,  major-gen. 
of  the  etat-major  of  the  Austrian  army, 
at  the  camp  before  Znaim,  July  12,  lb09. 

Tuenty-aghth  Bulletin. 

The  Daniibe  has  risen  six  feet.  The 
bridges  of  boats  which  had  been  construct- 
ed before  Vienna,  since  the  battle  of  Wa- 
grara,  have  been  broken  by  the  effects  of 
this  rise ;.  but  the  bridges  at  Ebersdorfl* 
are  solid  and  permanent ;  none  of  them 
have  suffered.  Those  bridges,  and  the 
works  of  the  island  of  Lobau,  are  the  ad- 
miration of  the  military  persons  of  Austria. 
They  avow  that  such  works  are  without 
example  since  the  time  of  the  Romans. — 
The  Archduke  Charles  having  sent  ma- 
jor gen.  Weissenvof  to  compliment  the 
Emperor,  and  since  that,  the  baron  de 
Wimpfien  and  prince  John  of  JUchtenstein 
having  oome  upon  the  same  courteous  er- 
rand in  hif  fcutnue^  his  majesty  has  thought 
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proper  to  send  to  the  Archduke,  the  duke 
of  Friuli,  grand  mai-shal  of  the  palace, 
who  found  him  at  Budweis,  and  passed 
part  of  yesterday  at  his  head-quarters. — 
The  Emperor  left^  his  camp  at  Znaini 
yesterday,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  arrived  at  the  palace  of  Schoenbrunn 
at  three  in  the  afternoon. — His  majesty 
has  visited  the  environs  of  the  village  of 
Spitz,  which  forms  the  lete^de-pont  of 
Vienna.  Gen.  Bertrand  has  been  charged 
with  the  execution  of  different  works,, 
which  must,  be  marked  out  and  begun 
this  day. — ^The  bridge  of  piles  at  Vienna 
will  be  re-established  witn  ihe  least  de- 
lay possible. — His  majesty  has  named  as 
marshals  of  the  empire,  gen.  Oudinot,  the 
duke  of  Ragusa,  and  gen.  Macdonald. 
The  number  of  marshals  was  eleven  j  this 
nomination  will  make  it  14.  There  still 
remain  two  vacancies. — The  places  of  col. 
gen.  of  the  Swiss,  and  col.-ffen.  of  the 
chasscTirs,  are  also  vacant.  The  col.'gen. 
of  4he  chasseurs,  is,  according  to  our  con^ 
stitution,  a  Grand  Officer  of  the  empire. — 
His  majesty  has  tcstifii  d  his  satisfaction 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  Surgery 
has  been  served,  and  particularly  with  the 
services  of  the  principal  surgeon,  Heiirtc- 
loup. — His  majesty  passing  through  the 
field  of  battle  on  the  7th,  caused  a  great 
number  of  the  wounded  to  be  taken  olf; 
and  left  there  the  duke  of  Friuli,  grand 
marshal  of  the  palace,  who  remained  all 
day. — The  number  of  wounded  Austrians 
in  our  hands  amounts  to  12  or  13,000. — 
The  Austrians  have  had  19  generals  killed 
or  wounded.  It  has  been  remarked  as  a 
singular  fact,  that  most  of  the  Frenqh  offi- 
cers, whether  of  old  France,  or  of  the  new 
provinces,  who  were  in  the  Austrian  ser- 
vice, have  perished. — Several  couriers 
have  been  intercepted,  and-  among  their 
letters  has  been  found  a  regular  corre^on- 
dence  of  Gentz  with  count  Siadion.  The 
influence  of  this  wretch  in  the  leading  de»" 
terminations  cf  the  Austrian  cabinet,  is 
hereby  materially  proved.  Such  are  the 
instruments  which  nngland  employs,  like 
a  new  Pandora's  box,  to  raise  storms  apd 
spread  poisons  on  the  Continent. — The 
duke  of  Rivoli's  corps  encamps  in  the  ch'- 
cie  of  Znaim  ;  that  of  the  duke  of  Auers- 
tadt  in  the  circle  of  Brunn  ;  that  of  the 
duke  of  ftagusa  in  the  circle  of  Korn- 
Neubourg ;  that  of  marshal  Oudinot  be- 
fore Vienna  at  Spitz  ;  that  of  the  Viceroy 
on  Presb9urg  and  Gratz.  The  imperial 
guard  returns  to  the  environs  of  Schoen- 
brunn.— ^The  harvest  is  very  fine,   and 
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abundant  e?ery  where.  The  army  is  can- 
toned in  a  beautiful  country,  and  rich 
in  provisions  of  all  kinds^  wine  particu- 
larly. 

Austria. — Supplement  to  the  JJmdon  Ga- 
zette of  the  1  \th  qfJufy. — (CotUinwidfrom 
p.  96.; 

Corps  qf  the  General  qf  Cavalry  count  Bel- 
legMrde, 

Count  Bcllegarde  having  received  a 
message  from  gen.Wacquant,  that  the  ene- 
my was  assembling  in  force  before  Aspem, 
towards  the  bushy  meadow,  and  apparent- 
ly had  in  view  an  assault  upon  that  point, 
was  just  going  to  throw  a  fresh  battalion 
of  Argenteu's  into  Aspern,  when  the  ene- 
my, in  heavy  columns  of  infantry  and  ca- 
valry, supported  by  a  numerous  artillery, 
began  to  advance  upon  the  centre  of  the 
corps  in  the  plain. — The  troops  stationed 
at  Aspern,  exhausted  as  they  were  with  the 
incessant  fire  kept  up  during  the  night, 
were  uiiable  to  withstand  the  impetuosity 
of  the  attack;  their  ammunition,  both  for 
artillery  and  musquetry,  began  to  fail,  and 
gen.  Wacquant  retreated  in  good  order  to 
the  church-yard.  This  post,  gained  at  so 
dear  a  rate,  was  again  taken  from  him, 
after  several  attacks  sustained  in  conjunc- 
tion with  lieut.-gen.  Hiller ;  the  placewas 
alternately  taken  and  lost,  till  at  length 
the  superiority  of  our  fire  obliged  the 
enemy  to  abandon  the  house,  and  a  last 
assault  of  Killer's  corps  prevented  all  far- 
ther attempts. — From  the  moment  ^f  the 
retaking. of  Aspern  it  became  possible  to 
oppose  an  oflensive  movement  to  the  ene- 
my advancing  upon  the  centre,  and  to 
operate  upon  his  left  flank  and  communi- 
cation. The  defence  of  Aspern  was  there- 
fore left  entirely  to  Hiller's  corps,  and 
while  count  Bellegarde  appuied  his  right 
\Ving  on  Aspern,  he  formed  his  left  and 
the  centre  in  the  direction  ofEssling«n, 
in  such  a  manner  that,  by  degrees,  hfe 
gained  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  com- 
pelled him  to  retreat,  and,  by  the  complete 
effect  of  the  artillery,  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  left  wing,  which  commanded  the  whole 
•pace  from  Aspern  to  Es^lingen,  gave  him 
a  most  severe  defeat. 

Corps  of  lieutenant-general  tlie  prince  qf  Ho* 
henzollern. 

The  dawn  of  morning  was  with  this 
corps  also  the  signal  for  the  renewal  of  the 
gigantic  conflict.  The  enemy's  infantry 
was  drawn  up  in  lar{;e  divisions,  and  be- 


tween it  the  whole  of  the  heavy  catalry 
was  formed  in  masses.    The  general  of  ca- 
valry, prince  Lichtenstein,  on  obsening 
this  order  of  battle,  perceived  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  up  a  close  communicatioa 
withthc  infantry  placed  near  him:  he  there- 
fore drew  up  his  right  wiilg  en  cchiquier 
behind  the  corps  of  infantry,  but  kept  hii 
left  wing  together,  with  reserves  posted  io 
the  rear. — ^A  prodigious  quantity  of  artil- 
lery covered  the  front  of  the  enemy,  who 
seemed  desirous  to  annihilate  our  coq» 
by    the   murderous  fire  of  cannon  and 
howitzers.  Upwards  of  two  hundred  pieces 
of  cannon  were  engaged  on  both  sides,  and 
the  oldest  soldiers  never  recollect  to  haii 
witnessed  so  tremendous  ft  firc.-^Vaia  wis 
•very  effort  to  shake  the  intrepidity  of  ihi 
Austrian  troops.     Napoleon  rode  through 
his  ranks,  and  according  to  the  report  of 
the  prisoners,  made  them  acquainted  with 
the  destruction  of  his  bridge,  but  added, 
that  he  had  himself  ordered  it  to  be  broken 
down,  because  in  this  case  there  was  bo 
alternative,  but  victory  or  death.    Soon 
afterwards  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  liw 
put  itself  in  motion,  and.  the  cavaliy  made 
Its  principal  attack  on  the  point  whsn 
the  corps  of  cavalry  of  prince  Lichten- 
stein communicated  with  the  left  wing  of 
lieut.-gen.  the    prince    of  Hohensollern. 
The  engagement  now  becanw  general; 
the  regiments  of  Rohan,  D'Aspre,  Joseph 
Collorcdo  and  Stain,  repukcd  all  the  at- 
tacks of  the  «neroy.     The  generals  wera 
every  where  at  the  head  of  their  troop*, 
and  inspired  them  witli   courage  and  per- 
severance.    The  Archduke  himself  seized 
the  colours  oY  Zach's,  and  the  battalion, 
which  had  already  begun  to  give  way,  fol- 
lowed with  new  enthusiasm  his  heroic  ex- 
ample.    Most  of  those  who  surrounded 
him  were  wounded;  his  adj. -gen.  count 
Colloredo,  received  a  ball  in  his  head,  the 
wound  from  which  was  at  first  considered 
dangerous  ;    a  squeeze  of  the  hand  signi- 
fied to  him  the  concern  of  his  sympsdn- 
zing  commander,  who,  filled  with  contemf)* 
of  death,  now  fought  for  glory  and  for  his 
country. — ^The  attacks  of  our  impenetrable 
corps,  both  with  the  sabre  and  the  bayo- 
net^ so  rapidly  repeated  and  so  impetuous, 
as  to  be  unparalleled  in  military  annalsj 
frustrated  all  the  intentions  of  the  enemy 
— He  was  beaten  at  all  points,  and  aslo 
nished  at  such   undaunted  intrepidity,  hi 
was  obliged  to  abandon  the  field  of  bat 
tie. — About  this  time  lieut.-gen.  the  prina 
of  HohenzoUem  observed  on  his  left  wing 
near  Esslingen^  a  chasm«  which  had  bs« 
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fonned  during  the  heat  of  the  engagement, 
tnd  af!«)rded  an  advantageous  point  of  at- 
tack. Frelich's  regiment,  commanded  by 
col.  Mecserry,  was  ordered  thiiher  in  three 
corps,  and  repulsed  four  regiments  of  ca- 
fa'ry,  accompanied  with  infantry  and  ar- 
tillery. The  corps  remained  in  the  posi- 
tion which  they  had  taken,  till  the  gre- 
nadiers of  the  reserve,  which  the  Arch- 
duke had  ordered  forward  from  Brie- 
tenlee,  arrived  to  relieve  the  battalions 
exhausted  with  the  sanguinary  conflict, 
and  continued  the  attack  upon  the  cen- 
tre of  the  enemy 's  position.  Lieut-gen. 
IVAspre  penetrated  with  the  four  battalions 
of  greliadiers  of  Przezinsky,  Puteany, 
Scovaux,  and  Scharlach,  without  firing  a 
•hot,  to  the  enemy's  cannon,  where  he 
was  flanked  by  such  a  destructive  f\re  from 
Eislingen,  that  nothing  but  the  presence 
of  the  Archduke,  who  hastened  to  the 
spot,  could  have  induced  his  grenadiers  to 
maintain  their  ground.  Captain  count 
Dombasse  had  already  reached  the  ene- 
my's battery,  when  he  was  wounded  by 
two  balls,  and  quitted  the  field. — About 
noon  the  Archduke  ordered  a  new  assault 
upon  Esslingen,  which  was  immediately 
undertaken  by  field-marshal-lieut.  jy  As- 
pre  with  the  grenadier  battalions  of  Kir- 
chenbettcr  and  Scovaux  on  the  left,  and 
Scharlach  and  Georgy  in  front.  Five 
tiroes  did  these  gallant  troops  rush  up  to 
the  very  walls  of  the  houses,  burning  in- 
ternally and  placed  in  a  state  of  defence  ; 
•ome  of  the  grenadiers  thrust  their  bayo- 
nets into  the  enemy's  loop-holes ;  but  all 
their  efiR>rts  were  fruitless,  for  their  anta- 
gonists fought  the  fight  of  despair. — 
The  Archduke  ordered  the  grenadiers  to 
take  up  their  former  position,  and  when 
they  afterwards  volunteered  to  renew  the 
assault,  he  would  not  permit  thcm^  as  the 
enemy  was  then  in  full  retreat. 

Corps  qf  fidd-marshal  lieutenant  prince  Ro- 
senberg, 

Both  divisions  of  this  corps,  which  ki 
advancing  to  the  engagement,  had  com- 
posed the  fourth  and  fifth  columns,  were 
fanned  before  break  o^'  day  for-  a  new  at- 
tack, for  which  the  enemy  likewise  made 
preparation  on- his  side,  but  with  a  mani- 
fett  superiority  in  numbers. — Prince  Ro- 
senberg resolved  to  attack  the  village  of 
Bsslingen  with  the  Archduke  Charles's 
regiment  of  infantry,  to  push  forward  his 
<*her  troops  in  battalions,  and  in  particu« 
W  to  go  and  meet  the  enemy,  who  was 
t4rancing  in  the  open  country  between 
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Esslingen  and  the  nearest  arm  of  the  Da^ 
nube.— The  village  was  already  gained, 
and  battalions  advancing  on  the  lefr,  obli- 
ged the  enemy,  drawn  up  in  several  iines^ 
to  yield.  The  most  violent  cannonade 
was  kept  up  incessantly  on  both  sides, 
and  it  was  sustained  by  the  troops  with 
the  greatest  fortitude.-r-Favoured  by  a  fog 
which  suddenly  came  on,  the  enemy'e 
heavy  cavalry  ventured  to  attack  on  all 
sides  the  corps  formed  by  Sztarray's  and- 
Miller's  regiments  of  infantry.  These 
brave  fellows  received  him  with  fixed 
bayonets,  and  at  the  last  moment  poured 
in  their  fire  with  such  effect,>  that  the 
enemy  was  compelled  to  betake  himself  to 
flight  with  considerable  loss.  Five  timet; 
were  these  attacks  on  Sztarray's  and 
Hitler's  regiments  repeated,  and  each  time 
were  they  repelled  with  equal  courage  and 
resolution.  The  cavalry  contributed  all 
tliat  lay  in  their  power  to  the  pursuit  oi 
the  enemy  and  the  support  of  the  infantry. 
— Coburg's,  the  Archduke  Louis's,  and 
Czartorisky's  regiments,  belonging  to  the 
division  ot  lieut.-gen.  DeJovich,  stationed 
on  the  right,  renewed  the  exert ".ons  of  the 
preceding  day  with  the  same  distinction  . 
and  the  same  success.  After  this  severe 
eonflict,  the  enemy  seemed  to  have  no  in- 
elination  to  expose  himself  to  any  fresh 
disaster,  and  confined  himself  merely  to 
the  operation  of  his  superior  artillery.— 
About  eleven  a.  m.  prince  Rosenberg 
received  orders  froda  the  Archduke,  Com- 
mander in  Cliief,  to  make  a  new  attack 
upon  I^slingen,  and-  a  message  to  the 
same  ellect  was  sent  to  lieut.-^en  Dedo- 
vich,  who  commanded  the  right  divisioji 
of  this  corps. — Prince  Rosenberg  imme«> 
diately  formed  two  columns  of  attack  under 
the  conduct  of  lieutenant-generals  princes 
Hohenloe  and  Rohan,  while  lieutenant  ge- 
neral Dedovich  advanced  against  the  citor 
del  of  the  place,  and  the  magazine 
surrounded  with  walls  and  ditches. 
The  attack  was  made  with  redout^led  bra- 
very, and  our  troops  rushed  with  irre- 
sistible impetuosity  into  the  village.  Still, 
however,  they  f;>und  it  impossible  to  main- 
tain this  post,  into  which  the  enemy  kept- 
continually  throwing  new  reinforcements, 
which  was  of  the  utmost  importance  lof 
covering  his  retreat,  which  he  had  already 
resolved  upon,  and   which   he   defended 


with  an  immense  sacrifice  of  lives.  Prince 
Rosenberg  therefore  resolved  to  confine 
himself  to  the  obstinate  maintenance  of 
his  own  position,  to  secure  the  left  flank  of 
the  army>  and  to  encrease  the  embarrast- 
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ment  of  the  enemy  by  an  incessant  fire 
from  all  the  batteries. — In  the  night  be- 
tween the  22d  and  23d  the ^ enemy  ac- 
complished his  retreat  to  the  Lobau,  and 
at  three  in  the  morning  -his  rear-guard 
also  had  evacuated  Esslingen  and  all  the 
points  which  he  had  occupied  on  the  left 
Dank  of  the  Danube.  Some  divisions  pur- 
sued him  closely,  and  toolc  possession  as 
near  as  possible  of  the  necessary  posts  of 

observation. Thus  terminated  a  conflict 

of  two  days,  which  will  be  ever  memora- 
ble in  the^  annals  of  the  world,  and  in  the 
history  of  war.  It  was  the  most  obsti- 
nate and  bloody  that  has  occurred  since 
the  commencement  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion.— It  was  decisive  for  the  glory  of  the 
Austrian  arms,  for  the  preservation  of  the 
monarchy,  and  for  the  correction  of  the 
public  opinion. — The  infantry  has  entered 
upon  a  new  and  brilliant  career,  and  by 
the  firm  confidence  it  has  manifested  in 
its  own  energies,  has  paved  the  way  to 
new  victories.  The  enemy's  cavalry  has 
fecn  its  acquired  but  hitherto  untried  glo- 
ry dissipated  by  the  masses  of  our  batta- 
hc»ns,  whose  cool  intrepidity  it  was  unable 
to  endure. — Cavalry  and  artillery  have 
surpassed  themselves  in  valour,  and  in  the 
ipace  of  two  days  have  performed  achieve- 
ments sufficient  for  a  whole  campaign. — 
Three  pieces  of  cannon,  seven  ammuni- 
tion waggons,  17,CKX)  French  muskets,  and 
about  3,000  cuiras«;cs  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  conqueror.  The  loss  on  both  sides 
was  very  great:  this,  and  the  circum- 
stance that  very  few  prisoners  were  taken 
by  cither  party,  proves  the  determination 
•f  the  combatants  either  to  conquer  or  die. 
— ^The  Austrian  army  laments  the  death 
of  87  superior  officers,  and  4,199  subal- 
terns and  privates. — Lientenant*generals 
prince  Rohan,  Dedovich,  Weber,  antl 
Frenel,  gen.  SVinzingerode,  Grill,  Neu- 
stadter,  Siegenthal,  Colloredo,  May  Ho- 
henfeld,  and  Buresch,  6^3  officers,  and 
15,651  subalterns  and  privates,  were 
wounded.  Of  these,  field  marshal  lieut. 
Weber,  8  ofilcers  and  129  men,  werie 
taken  prisoners  by  the  enemy. — The  loss 
of  the  enemy  was  prodigious,  and  exceeds 
all  expectation.  It  can  only  be  account- 
^ed  for  by  the  effect  of  our  concentric  fire 
on  an  exceedingly  confined  field  of  battle, 
where  all  the  batteries  crossed  one  another, 
•nd  calculated  by  the  following  authentic 
data. — Generals  Lasnes,  D'Flspagne,  St. 
Hilaire,  and  Albuquerque,  are  dead  ;  Mas- 
•ena,  Bessieres,  Molitor,  Boudet,  Legrand, 
Xiasalle,  and  the  two  ^/others  Le^range, 
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wounded  ;  Durosnel  and  Fouler  taken. 
— Upwards  of  7,000  men,  and  an  im- 
mense number  of  horses  were  buried  on 
the  field  of  battle ;  5,000  and  some  hun- 
dred wounded  lie  in  pur  hospitals.  In 
Vienna  and  the  suburbs  there  are  at  pre- 
sent 29,773  wounded  ;  many  were  carried 
to  St.  Polten,  Enns,  and  as  far  as  Lintz^ 
2,300  were  taken.  Several  hundreds  of 
corpses  floated  down  the  Danube,  and  are 
still  daily  thrown  upon  its  shores ;  many 
met  their  death  in  the  island  of  Lobau, 
and  since  the  water  has  fallen  in  the 
smaller  arms  of  the  river,  innumerable 
bodies,  thus  consigned  by  their  comrade^ 
to  everlasting  oblivion,  have  beconie  visi- 
ble. The  burying  of  the  sufferers  is  not 
yet  over,  and  a  pestilential  air  is  wafted 
down  the  theatre  of  death.— His  imperial 
highness,  the  Generalissimo,  has  indeed 
undertaken  the  duty  so  dear  to  his  heart, 
of  acquainting  the  monarch  and  the  coun- 
try with  the  names  of  those  who  took  the 
most  active  share  in  the  achievements  of 
these  glorious  days  ;  but  he  acknowledges 
with  profound  emotion,  that,  amidst  the 
rivalship  of  the  highest  military  virtues,  it 
is  scarcely  possible  to  distinguish  the 
most  valiant,  and  declares  all  the  soldiers 
of  Aspern  worthy  of  public  gratitude.— 
His  imperial  highness  considers  the  intel- 
ligent dis[>ositions  of  the  chief  of  his  staff, 
gen.  baron  WimpfFen,  and  his  incessant 
exert ion»>  as  the  foundation  of  the  victory. 
— ^I'he  officers  commanding  corps  have 
rendered  themselves  deserving  of  the  high- 
est favours  by  uncommon  devoted ness,  per- 
sonal braveiy,  warm  attachment  to^their 
sovereign,  and  their  high  sense  of  bonotir. 
—Their  names  will  be  transmitted  to  pos- 
terity with  the  achievements  of  the  valiant 
troops  who  'Were  under  their  direction. 
Col.  Smola,  of  the  artillery,  by  his  inde- 
fatigable activity  in  the  proper  application 
of  the  ordnance,  and  his  well-known  bra- 
very, rendered  the  most  important  services. 
-*-The  commanding  officers  of  corps  and 
columns  have  furnished  a  list  of  the  gene- 
rals, staflT,  and  superior  officers,  who  par- 
ticularly distinguished  themselves. 

Lieut,  gen.  count  Klenau,  who  exhibited 
fresh  proofs  of  his  well  known  valour,  both 
in  the  reconnoisance  of  the  20th,  and  in 
the  engagements  of  both  days,  bestows 
particular  coin  mend ations  on  the  conduct 
ofcol.  Trappof  the  staff,ofcol.  Hardegg 
of  Bchwarzenberg's  hulans,  of  major  Schei- 
bier  of  Rosenberg's  light  h6rse,  of  lieut.- 
col.  Lutz  and  lieut.  lighctty  and  Mam 
of  the  fiVst  battalioji^  of  jagers,— Licut.- 
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pen.  baron  d'Aspre,  at  the  head  of  his 
brafc  grenadiers^  whom  he  led  with  the 
most  determined    intrepidity    into    Hre, 
deems  lieut-col.    Bissingeu  and    majors 
Pateany,  Kirchenbetter'and  Winiawsky, 
worthy  of  particular  commendation.   Sud- 
lieat    count     Rezevvusky    distinguished 
himself  in  a  manner  that  does  him  the 
highest  honour.     This  young  man   was 
captain  in  the  Austrian  militia,  and  being 
afraid  at  the  commencement  of  the  war 
that  he  should  be  obliged  to  remain  with 
his  battalion  in  the  interior,  he  endeavoured 
to  procure  his  removal  to  a  regiment  of 
light  horse  ;  and  as  there  was  no  vacancy, 
be  entered  as  cadet  and    volunteer  into 
penmayer's   hussars,   in  which    he  was 
sooD  promoted  to  a  sub-lieutenancy. — On 
the  attack  of  the  grenadiers  he  voluntarily 
accompanied   lieut.-gen.  D'   Asprc   into 
the  thickest  of  the  fire ;  and  when  the 
field-marshal's  horse  was  shot  under  him, 
he  sprang  from  his,  and  presented  it  to  him 
with  these  words — "You  want  him 'more 
than  I."    He  then  joined  on  foot  in  the 
assault  made    by    the  grenadiers,  till  a 
woond  which  he  received  put  an  end  to 
Vq exertions.     As  a  reward  for  such  ex-, 
traordinary  zeal,  his    imperial  highness 
has  appointed  sub-lieut.  count  Rezewusky 
captain  in  the  hnlans. — Many  individual 
traits  of  heroism  are  not  yet  known,  and 
coBseqnently  cannot  be  recorded.    Thus 
corporal  Prager  of  Zettivitz's,  took  pri- 
»oder  one  or  the   enemy^s  chefs  d'esca- 
dron  before    the  mass  of  his  battalion. 
Corporals  Donner  and  Horner,    and  the 
privates  Pressich,  Herma,  and  Schmerha, 
of  the  battalion  of  prince  Kinsky's  legion, 
were  cat  off  by  a  fire  of  musketry  from 
their  corps,  and  surrounded  by  ihe  ene- 
my's  cavalry,    they   fought   their  way 
through,  and  rejoined  their  battalion. — 
The  Obeijager  Fickerberger  and  the  Un- 
tojager  Scnatfer  of  the  second  battalion 
of  jagers,  penetrated  into  the  French  em- 
peror's guard,  and  seized  one  of  the  ene- 
my's capta'ns  in  the  midst  of  his  ranfcs. 
The  privat«Xarda,  of  duke  Albert's  cui- 
rassiers, re;tapk  a  six-pounder  which  had 
fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands,  and  brought 
it  back  with  its  equipage.     Serjeant  Pap, 
of  Chasteler's,  snatched  the  colours  of  his 
battalion,  firom  the  hands  of  the   dying 
first  lieut.  Cazan,  who  had  himself  taken 
it  from  the  ensign  who  had  been  killed,  and 
headed  his  troop  with  the  most  exemplary 
latrcpidity.     Among  the  artillery  there 
we  few  but  what  highly  distinguished 
IhemseWes  by  deeds  oi  the  most  daring 


and  contempt  of  every  danger. — But  a 
grateful  country  will  not  fail  to  hold  in 
honourable  remembrance  the  departed  he- 
roes who  found  death  in  the  arms  of  vic- 
tory. In  this  number  those  particularly 
worthy  of  mention  are,  col.  de  Fiennes,  of 
Bellegarde's — major  Danzer,  of  O'Reiley's 
— major  Gerdech,ofFroon's — capt.  Charles 
Kaiser  and  Konovsky,  of  Rosenberg's— 
capt.  Surgeant,  of  Reuss  Grdyz's — first 
lieut.  Cazan,  of  Chasteler's — and  lieut. 
Zakazill,  of  the  artillery,  who  displayed 
the  most  extraordinary  proofs  of  valour, 
and  with  his  dying  breath  recommended 
his  widow  to  the  paternal  care  of  his  ma- 
jesty. 


Battle  of  Talavera. — From  the  London 
Gazette  Extraordinary,  Tuesday,  Aug,  1 5, 
1809. 

Downin^-street,  Aug.  15,  1809. — Dis- 
patches, ot  which  the  following  are  Copies 
and  Extracts,  were  this  day  received  at  the 
office  of  lord  viscount  Castlereagfi,  one  of 
his  majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
from  lieut. -gen.  the  right  hon.  sir  Arthur 
Wellesley,  k.  b.,  dated  Talavera,  29th 
July,  1809. 

Talavera  de  la  Reyna,  July  29,  1809- 

My  Lord ;  General  Cuesta  followed  the 
enemy's  march  with  his  army  from  the 
Alberche  on  the  morning  of  the  2ith  as  far 
as  Santa  Olalla,  and  pushed  forward  Ins 
advanced  guard  as  far  as  Torrijosi  For " 
the  reasons  stated  to  your  lordship  in  my 
dispatch  of  the  24th,  1  moved  only  two  di- 
visions of  infantry  and  a  brigade  of  cavalry 
across  the  Alberche  to  Casalegos,  under  the 
command  of  lieut.-gen.  Sherbrooke,  with 
a  view  to  keep  up  the  communication  be- 
tween gen.  Cuesta  and  me,  and  with  sir  E. 
Wilson's  corps  atEscalona.  It  appears  that 
gen;  Vanegas  had  not  carried  into  execu- 
tion that  part  of  the  plan  of  operations  which 
related  to  his  corps,  and  that  he  was  still  at 
Damiel,  in  La  Mancha ;  and  the  enemy  in 
the  course  of  the  24th,  ^5th  and  26th,  col- 
lected all  his  forces  in  this  part  of  Spain, 
between Torrijos  and  Toledo,  leaving  but  a 
small  corps  of  2,000  meii  in  that  place* 
— His  united  army  thus  consisted  of  the 
corps  of  marshal  Victor,  of  that  of  gen.  Se- 
bastian i,  and  of  7  or  8,000  men,  the  guards 
of  Joseph  Buonaparte,  and  the  garrison 
of  Madrid,  and  it  was  commanded  by 
Joseph  Buonaparte,  aided  by  marshals 
Jourdan  and  Victor,  and  gen.  S^bastianL 
— On  the  2Cth  gen.  Cuesta's  advanced 
gnard  was  attacKed  near  Tort^jos^  aad 
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obliged  to  fall  back,  and  ihe  general  retir- 
ed with  Jlis  army  on  that  day  to  the  left 
bank  of  the  Al  berche,  gen.  Sherbrooke  con- 
tinuing at  Casalegos,  and  the  eneipy  at 
Santa  Olalla.  It  was  then  obvious,  that  the 
enemy  intended*  to  try  the  result  of  a  gene* 
ral  action,  for  which  the  best  position  ap- 
peared to  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tala- 
vera^and  gen.  Cuesta  having  consented  to 
take  up  this  position  on  the  morning  of  the 
tt7th,  I  ordered  gen.  Sherbrooke  to  retire 
with  his  corps  to  its  station  in  the  line,  leav- 
ing gen.  M'Jvenzie  with  adivision  of  infan- 
try and  a  brigade  of  cavalry*  as  an  advanced 
post  in  the  wood  on  the  right  of  Alberche, 
%vhich  covered  our  left  flank.  The  posi- 
tion taken  up  by  the  troops  at  Taliwera 
extended  rather  more  than  two  miles ; 
the  ground  was  open  upon  the  left,  where 
the  British  army  was  stationed,  and  it  was 
commanded  by  a  height,  on  which  was  in 
echellon  and  in  second  line  a  division  of 
infantry  under  the  orders  of  major-gen. 
Hill.  There  was  a  valley  between  this 
lieight,  and  a  range  of  mountains  still  fur- 
ther upon  the  lett,  which  valley  was  not 
At  first  occupied,  as  it  was  commanded  by 
the  height  before  mentioned  ;  and  the 
jrange  or  mountains  appeared  too  distant  to 
fcaye  any  influence  upon  the  expected 
action.  The  right,  consisting  of  Spanish 
troops,  extended  immediately  in  front  of 
the  town  of  Talavcra  down  to  the  Tagus. 
This  part  of  the  ground  was  covered  by 
©live  trees,  and  much  intersected  by  banks 
«nd  ditches.  The  high  road  leading  from 
the  bridge  over  the  Albcrche,  was  defend- 
ed by  a  heavy  battery  in  front  of  a  church, 
which  was  occupied  by  Spanish  infantry. 
All  the  avenues  to  the  town  were  defend- 
ed in  a  similar  manner ;  the  town  was 
occupifed,  and  the  remainder  of  the  Spanish 
infantry  was  formed  into  two  lines  behind 
the  banks,  on  the  roads  which  led  from  the 
town  and  the  right,  to  the  left  of  our  pogi- 
tion. — ^In  the  centre,  between  the  two 
armies,  there  was  a  commanding  spot  of 
ground,  on  which  we  had  commenced  to 
construct  a  redoubt,  with  some  open  ground 
in  its  rear.  Brig. -gen.  Alexander  Camp- 
.  bell  was  posted  at  this  spot  with  a  division 
of  infentry,  supported  in  his  rear  by  gen. 
Cotton's  brigade  of  dragoons,  and  some 
Spanish  cavalry. — ^At  about  two  o'clock 
on  the  27th,  the  enemy  appeared  in 
strength  on  the  left;  bank  of  the  Alberche, 
and  manifested  an  intention  to  attack  gen. 
Mackenzie's  division.  The  attack  was 
made  before  they  could  be  withdrawn ; 
¥iit  thg  troops,  consisting  of  gen.  Mac- 


kenzie's and  col.  Donkin's  brigades,  and 
gen.  Anson's  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  sop- 
ported  by  gen.  raync  with  the  other  four 
regiments  of  cavalry,  in  the  plain  between 
Talaveva  and  the  wood,  withdrew  in  good 
order,  but  with  some  loss,  particularly  by 
the  2d  battalion  87  th  regiment,  and  2d 
battalion  31st  regiment,  in  the  wood.— 
Upon  this  occasion,  the  steadiness  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  45th  regiment,  and  the  5th 
battalion  60lh  regiment,  were  conspicuous, 
and  I  had  particular  reasons  for  being  sa- 
tisfied with  the  manner  in  which  major- 
gen.  Mackenzie  withdrew  his  advanced 
g«ard.  As  the  day  advanced,  the  enemy 
appeared  in  larger  numbers  on  the  right 
of  the  Alberche,  and  it  was  obvious  that  be 
was  advancing  to  a  general  attack  on  the 
combined  army. — General  Mackenzie  con- 
tinued to  fall  back  gradually  upon  the  left 
of  the  position  of  the  combined  armies, 
where  he  was  placed  in  the  second  line, 
in  the  rear  of  the  Guards,  col.  Dookin 
being  placed  in  the  same  situation  further 
upon  the  led,  in  the  rear  of  the  King's 
German  Legion, 

The  enemy  immetliatel}'  commenced  hii 
attack  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening  by  a 
cannonade  upon  the  left  of  our  position ; 
and  by  an  attempt,'  with  his  cavalry,  to 
overthrow  the  Spanish  infantry  posted,  a» 
1  have  before  stated,  on  the  right.  This 
attempt  failed  entirely.  Early  in  the  night 
he  pushed  a  division  along  the  valley,  on 
the  left  of  the  height  occupied  by  gen. 
Hill,  of  vfcihich  he  gained  a  momentary 
possession,  but  major-gen.  Hill  attacked  it 
instantly  with, the  bayonet,  and  regained 
it. — ^1  his  attack  was  repeated  in  the  night, 
but  failed,  and  again  at  day-light  in  the 
morning  of  the  28th,  by  two  divisions  of 
infantry,  and  was  repulsed  by  major-gen. 
Hill.  Major-gen.  Hill  has  reported  to 
me  in  a  particular  manner  the  conduct  of 
the  20th  regiment,  and  of  the  1st  battalion 
48th  regiment  in  these  different  affairs,  as 
well  as  that  of  major-gen.  Ti>sonand  brig, 
gen.  Stewart. — We  have  lost  many  brave 
otficers  and  soldiers  in  the  defence  of  this 
important  point  in  our  position  ;  among 
others  1  cannot  avoid  to  mention  brigade- 
major  Fordyce,  and  brigade-major  Gard- 
ner ;  and  major-gen.  Hill  was  himself 
wounded,  but,  I  am  happy  to  say»  ^^^ 
slightly.  The  defeat  of  this  attempt  wm 
followed  about  noon  by  a  general  attack 
with  the  enemy's  whole  force  upon  the 
whole  of  that  part  of  the  position  occupied 
by  the  Britidh  army. — In  consequence  ot 
the  repeated  attejojpU  upon  the  height  oi 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


mi 


AUGDSir  19,  ]S09.-^Baitfe  qf  TalaverM. 


[2» 


•ar  left  by  ih«  T^ley,  1  bad  placed  two 
bngades  of  British  cavalry  in  that  ralley, 
luppprted  in  the  rear  by  the  Due  d'Alba- 
qaerque's  diTision  of  Spanish  cavalry. — 
The  enemy  then  placed  light  infantry  in 
the  range  of  mdantains  on  the  left  of  the 
valley,  which  were  opposed  by  a  division 
of  Spanish  infantry  ander  lieut.-gen.  De 
Bassecourt  — ^The   general   attack  began 
by  the  march  of  several  columns  of  infan- 
try into  the  valley  with  a  view  to  attack 
the  height  occupied  by  major-gen.  Hill. 
These  columns  were  immediately  charged 
by  the  1st  German  It.  dragoons  and  2Sd 
dragoons,  under  the  command  of  gen.  An- 
son, directed  by  lieut.  gen.  Payne,  and 
supported  by  gen.  Fane's  brigade  of  heavy 
cavalry ;  and  although  the  '2$d  dragoons 
tufiered  considerable  loss,  the  charge  had 
the  efiect  of  preventing  the  execution  of 
that  part  of  the  enemy's  plan.  At  the  same 
time  he  directed   an  attack  upon  briga- 
dier-gen. Alox.  Campbell's  position  in  the 
centre  of  the  combined  armies,  and  on  the 
right  of  the  British.   This  attack  was  most 
iQccessfblly   repulsed    by  brigadier-gen. 
Campbell,  mipported  by  the  King^s  regi- 
ment of  Spanish  cavalry,  and  two  batta- 
lions of  Spanish  infantry;  and  brigadier- 
gen.  Campbell  took  the  enemy's  cannon. 
—The  brigadier-general  mentions  parti- 
cularly the   conduct  of  the  97th,  the  2d 
battalion  7tb,  and  of  the  2d  battalion  53d 
regiments,  and  I  was  highly  satisfied  with 
the  manner  in  which  this  part  of  the  posi- 
tion was  defended.     An  attack  was  also 
made  at  the  same  time  upon  lieut.  gen. 
Sherbrooke's  division,  which  was  on  the 
led  and  centre  of  the  1st  line  of  the  British 
army.     This  attack  was  most  gallantly  re- 
pulsed by  a   charge  with  bayonets,  by 
the  whole  division,  but  the   brigade   of 
Guards,  which  were  on  the  right,  having 
advanced  too  far,  they  were  exposed  on 
their  left  flank  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
battery,  and  of  their  retiring  columns ; 
and  the  division  was  obliged  to  retire  to- 
wards tluB  original  position,  under  cover  of 
the  2d  line  of  gen.  Cotton's  brigade  of 
cavaliy,  which  I  had   moved  from   the 
centre,  and  of  the  1st  battalion  4Hth  regi- 
ment.    I  had  moved  this  regiment  from 
its  original  position  on  the  heights,  as  soon 
«  I  observed  the  advance  of  the  Guards, 
and  it  was  formed  in  the  plain,  and  ad- 
vanced upon  the  enemy,  and  covered  the 
formation  of  lieut.  gen.  Sherbrooke's  divi- 
lion.    Shortly  after  the  repulse  of  this  ge- 
neral attack,  in  which  apparently  all  the 
Enemy's  troops  wert  employed,  h«  com- 


menced his  retreat  across  the  Alberche, 
which  was  conducted  in  the  most  regular 
order,  and  was  effected  during  the  night, 
leaving  in  our  hands  twenty  piecr«  of  can- 
non, ammunition,  tumbrils,  and  some  pri* 
soners. — ^Your  lordship  will  observe  by 
the  inclosed  return  the  great  loss  which 
we  have  sustained  of  valuable  officers  and 
soldiers,  in  this  long  and  hard-fought  ac- 
tion, with  more  thin  double  our  number. 
That  of  the  enemy  has  been  much  greater. 
I  am  informed  that  entire  brigades  of  in- 
fantry have  been  destroyed,  and  indeed 
the  battalions  that  retreated  were  much 
reduced  in  numbers.  By  all  accounts 
their  loss  is  ten  thousand  men.  Generals 
Lapisse  and  Morlot  are  killed  ;  generals 
Sebastiani  and  Boulet  wounded. — 1  have 
particularly  to  lament  the  loss  of  major- 
gen.  MacKcnzie,  who  had  distinguished 
himself  on  the  27  th ;  and  of  brigadier-gen. 
Langworth,  of  the  King's  German  Legion  ; 
and  of  brigade-major  Beckett,  of  the 
Guards.— Your  lordship  will  observe,  that 
the  attacks  of  the  enemy  were  principally, 
if  not  entirely,  directea  against  the  Bri- 
tish troops.  The  Spanish  Commander  in 
Chief,  his  officers,  and  troops,  manifested 
every  disposition  to  render  us  assistance, 
and  those  of  them  which  were  engaged 
did  their,  duty ;  but  the  ground  which  . 
they  occupied  was  so  important,  and  its 
fVont  at  the  same  time  so  difficult,  that  I 
did  not  think  it  proper  to  urge  ihem  to 
make  any  movement  to  the  left  of  tb« 
enemy,  while  he  was  engaged  with  us. — 
— I  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  th« 
conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  troops.  I 
am  much  indebted  to  lieut-geir;  Sher- 
brooke  for  the  assistance  I  received  from 
biro,  and  for  the  manner  in  which  he  led 
on  his  division  to  the  charge  with  bayo- 
nets.—To  lieut.-gen.  Payne  and  the  caval- 
ry, particularly  gen.  Anson's  brigade,  to 
major-gens.  Hill  and  Tilson,  bngadier- 
gens.  Alex.  Campbell,  Rd.  Stewart,  and 
Cameron,  and  to  the  divisions  and  bri« 
gades  of  infantry  under  their  commandi 
respectively,  particularly  the  29th  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  col.  White;  the  1st 
battalion  48th,  commanded  by  col.  Don- 
ne llan,  afterwards  when  that  officer  wai 
wounded,  by  major  Middlemore ;  the  2d 
battalion  7th,  commanded  by  lieut.-col. 
sir  Wm.  Myers;  the  2d  battalion  53d, 
commanded  by  lieut-col.  Bingham ;  thtt 
97th,  commanded  by  col.  Lyon ;  the  1st 
battalion  of  detachments,  commanded  by 
lieut.-col.  Bunbury,  and  the  2d  battalion 
31st,  commanded  by  major  Watioo^  wai 
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of   Ihe  45th, 

Guard,  aiid  5th  battalion  60th,'commanded 
by  mujor  Davy,  on  the  27  th. — The  ad- 
vance of  ihe  brigade  of  Guards  was  most 
gallantly  conducted  by  brigadier-gen. 
Campbell,  and  when  necessary,  that  bri- 
gade retired,  and  formed  again  in  the  best 
order.  The  artillery,  under  brigadier- 
gen.  Ho  worth,  was  also,  throughout  these 
daj-s,  of  the  gieatest  serrice,  and  I  hzd 
every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  assist- 
ance I  received  from  the  chief  engineer 
lieut  -col.  Fletcher,  the  adj. -gen.,  briga- 
dier-gen. the  hoB.  C.  Stewart,  an^  the 
quarter-master- gen.  col.  Murray,  and  the 
officer  of  those  departments  respectively, 
and  from  col.  Balhyrst  and  ih^  officers  ©f 
my  personal  staff.  I  also  recerved  much 
assistance .  from  col.  O'Lawlor,  of  the 
Spanish  service,  and  from  brigadier-gfen. 
W'hitiiiigha.n,  who  was  womided  when 
bringin:^  up  the  two  Spanish  battalions  to 
the  assistance  of  brlgadier-gen.  Alex. 
Campbell. — Isend  this  by  capi.  lord  Fltz- 
roy  Somerset,  who  will  give  your  lord- 
ship any  further  information,  and  whom  1 
beg  leave  to  recommend.  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be,  Sic.        Arthuu  Weu.Eslev. 

Keturn  of  ihf  Numbers  of  Killed,  Wounded, 
and  Mif.si»g  of  the  Army  under  the  Com- 
mand of  lieut.-gcn.  sir  A.  Wellcsfley,  k.b., 
m  action  v»  ith  the  French  army;  commanded 
by  Josf'pli  bijonapjutc  m  person,  m  front 
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General  Staff;  1  officer  killed. — 14th  Lij^ht 
Dragoons ;  1  rank  and  hie  wounded.^— 1st  Light 
Dragoons  Kiiig*s  German  Leuioii ;  2  rank  and 
file  killed  ;  1  odicer,  1  rank  and  lile  wounded ; 
1  rank  and  file  mi^Mng.— Uuyal  British  Artil- 
lery; 2  rank  and  file  wouaded. — Koyal  Engi- 
neers; 1  odicer  wounded. — Ist  Bat.  Cold- 
streiun  Guurds;  1  ottictr  killed;  1  officer,  9 
rank  and  file  mounded. — 2d  Bat.  24th  Foot; 
1  rank  and  file  killed  ;  6  rank  and  file  wound- 
ed ;  5  rank  and  rile  missing. — 1st  Bat.  29th 
Fool ;  10  rank  and  file  killed ;  1  officer,  42 
rank  and  file  wounded;  1  rank  and  file  mibsing. 
—-2d  Bat.  31st  Foot;  1  officer,  1  serj.,  22  rank 
land  file  killed;  4  officers,  3  strj.,  85  rank  and 
file  wounded;  2  rank  and  file  missing. — 1st 
Bat.  45tJi  Foot;  4  rank  nnd  file  killed;  1 
officer,  13  rank  and  fil^*  wour.dtd  ;  7  rank  and 
file  missing.— Ist  Bat.  48tli  Foot ;  8  rank  and 
file  wounded.— 2d  Bat.  4Bth  Foot;  3  rank  and 
file  wounded.^— 6lh  Bat.  GOth  Foot;  3  rank  and 
file  killed;  1  ofiicer,  4  rank  and  file  wounded ; 
1  dmr.,  18  rank  and  file  missing.— 1st  Bat.  61st 
Foot;  3  rank  and  file  killed;  1  officer,  3 
fimk  aiid  file  wouiKled-— 2d  Bat.  87th  Foot; 
a  officer,  36  rank  and  file  killed  ;  10  Offi- 
«:tr.-,   3  bcrjeanis,   124  rank  and  file  wOunded; 


I  seijeant,  83  rank  and  file  mis^ng.— IstBatt 
88th  Foot ;  2  officers,  7  rank  aod  file  killed ; 
25  rank  and  file  wounded ;  30  rank  aiul  file 
missing.— -Ist  Batt.  Detachments ;  1  officer,  1 
Serjeant,  13  rank  and  file  killed  ;  2  Serjeants, 
38  rank  aiid  file  wounded  ;  3  officers,  13  rank 
and  file  missing. — Ibt  Line  Batt.  KiD|*s  Ger- 
man Legion  ;  2  rank  and  file  killed;  7  tank 
and  file  wounded. — 1st  and  2d  Light  Batts. 
ditto;  4  rank  and  file  killfd;  2  oiiicers,  t  Ser- 
jeants, 23  rank  and  file  wounded ;  5  rank  vbA 
file  misi^ing.— 2d  Line  Batt.  ditto  ;  3  rank  tnd 
file  wounded. — 5Ui  ditto,  ditto;  6  rank  and  fife 
killetl ;  2  Serjeants,  32  rank  and  file  wounded ; 

II  nmk  and  file  missing. — 7th  ditto^  ditto  ;  19 
rank  and  file  killed ;  1  officer,  5  sejjs.  1  6mK\ 
43  rank  and  file  wounded;  1  dmr, 76  pLtS^mA 
file  missing.  '  * 
Total— 7  officers,  2  serjs.  122   rank- and  file 

killed;  2inffic»ers,  17  serjs.  1  dmr.  465 
rank  and  Cite  wounded ;  3  officers,  1  serj.  % 
diurs.  202  rank  and  file  missing.  . 

Names  of  the  Officers  killed,  wounded,  and 
roissingyof  tlie  Arinv  undertlie  command  uf 
lieut.  gen.  sir  A.  Welleslcy,  k.  b.  in  aodoa 
with  the  French  Annjr,  commanded  by  Jo-, 
seph  Buonaparte  in  person,  in  front otthe 
town  of  Taluvera  de  la  Uejmi,  on  the  2rtk 
July,  1809. 

Killed. — General  Staff;  capt^  Fordyce,81st 
reg.  deputy  adj.  gen. — Coldstream  Guards; 
lidut.  col.- Hoss.— 2d  Bait.  31st  Foot ;  cai)U 
Lodge.— Ist  Bait.  88th  Foojt ;  licut.s,  Gra^d<>n 
and  M'Carthv. — 1st  Bait  lJ)etachBients ;  lieut. 
M'Dongal,  Ols.:  reg.-«2d  B«!t.  87vh  F*>t>^ 
Ensign  l^a  .Senc.  *-' 

HouTided. — Ist  Lt.  Drags.  King's  German 


of  the  town  or  TaJavcra  de  la  Keyna;  on   s,    *'vuy,u.u.-,.^  s..    x^rn^s.   ix.ng^  ^enuau 
the  27th  of  July  1809.  Legion  ;^  l^eut.  Mcimbruck,  severely  in  the  arm. 


— Itoyal  Engineers ;  cape.  Boothby,  se»"e«ly 
in  the  thigh. — l>t  Batt.  Coldstream  Guards; 
capt.  and'adj.  Bryan,  severely.— 20th  Foot; 
litut.  Popham,  severely. — 2d  Batt.  31st  Fool; 
capt.  Coleman,  lieut.  Geo.  Beamish,  severely ; 
ensigns  Gamble  and  Sorden,  sbghtly. — lit 
Batt.  45th  Foot ;  lieut.  col.  Guard,  severely. 
— 5th  Bait.  60th  Font;  capt.  VVolf^  severely. 
— 1st  Batt.  6 1st  Foot ;  major  Coghlan,  ditto. 
— '^d  Batt.  87 ih  Foot;  capi.  Macrea, severely; 
capt.  Sommers:di,  slightly ;  lieut.  Kavanagh, 
ditto;  licuts.  B.igimli,  Kingston,  Johnson,  and 
CansoU,  sewrgJy  ;  ensigit  Mpon^  slightly;  en- 
frigns  Knox  and  Butler,  severely. — Rifle  Cof|>^ 
King's  German  Le(;ioQ  ;  captain  finn'ngy 
slightly  ;  lieutenant  Hollo,  severely.— 7th  Xjnc 
King's  German  Legion,  adj.  Delias,  severely. 
Missing, — 1st  Batt.  Detachments;  captam 
Poole,  53d  Foot ;  capt.  Walsh, 91st  Foot;  and 
lieut,  Cainerou,  70th  Foot. 

Uetuo#of  the  numbers,  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  of  the  Army  under  the  command 
of  lieut,  gen.  sir  A.  Wellesley,k.  b.  in  action 
with, the  French  Army,  commanded  by  Jo- 
sepli  B^onapart^  in  pe>s<m,  atXalaverade  kk 
R^napon  the  S8tb  July,  1809. 

Gcpcrat  Staff;  4  officers  killed;  9  officeti 
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woQoded.— 3d  Dreg.  Guiirdt ;  1  officer,  1  rank 
lad  fiU,  wounded ;  1  rank  aad  fiJe  misaing.^ . 
4ik  DnigoCMit ;  3  rank  and  file  kUied ;  2  seijs. 
7  reok  tfid  file  wounded. — 14th  Lc  Dragoous ; 
Snakanrf  file  killed;  6  oficers,  6  rank  an  J  file, 
wooflded.— 16ih  Lt.   Dragoons;  6  rank  and 
£ie killed ;  1  officer^  5  rank  and  file^ wounded; 
3  reuk  and  file  aliasing. — dSd  Lt.  Dragoons ; 
S-pfiicers,  3  serjs.  44  rank   and  file,  billed  ;  4 
officer?,  '2  srrp.   1   dmr.   43^  rank   and    file, 
»Mfided ;  3  otficeps,  7  ser)s.  2  dmrs.  96  rank 
and  ^e  faisshi^. — 1st  Lt.  Dragoons  King^s  Ger- 
man Legion  ;  1  duH*.  killed  ;  2  officers,  1  serj. 
3  datn.  99  rank  and  file,  wounded ;   3  rank 
aad  file,  mi^suig. — Royal  Brkish  Artillery,  1 
nAetc.T  rank  and 'file,  killed;  3  odictrrs,  21 
mik  and  file  wounded.^ — Royal  German  Artil- 
lery; 1  sen.  9  raok  and  file  killed  ;  3  seijs.  27 
rank  and  file,  \ronnded ;  1  rank  and  file  miss- 
ing.—R«>yal  Kn«;ineers;  1  officer  wounded .--*- 
loytl  Staff  Corpa ;  2  officers  wounded. — 1st 
Beit.  Coldstream  Guards  ;  1  officer,  S3  rank 
aud^e,  killed ;  8  oHacers,  11  serjs.  1  dmr.  239 
nokaad  file,  wounded. — lac  Bate.  Sd  Guards; 
i officers,  4  seijs.  45  rank  and  file,  killed;  6 
oiceis,  IJ  serjs.    1  dmr.  249  rank  and  file, 
vooaded ;  1  rank  and  file  missing. — 3d  Foot, 
,  orBa&;  1  serj.   25  rank  and  file,  kilkd ;  2 
oficers,  5  serjs.  102  rank  and  file  wounded ;  7 
nnk  and  file  missing.     2d  Batt.  7tb  Foot ;  1 
«fteer,  6  rank  and  file  killed;  3  officers,  1  serj. 
2  4fl)rs.  51  xiink  and  file  wounded  ;   1  rank  aiid 
fite,  BiiSsiuo. — 9d  BaU.  24th  Foot ;  2  serjs.  42 
nftkand  tile,  killed  ;  10  officers^  t3  serjs.  255 
rank  and  fite,  «vmiuded;    21    rimk  ',»i>d  fiJe, 
n«wet,~l«    PMitt.    2*>tii  Foot;    1   tc^jr   25 
nak and  tile,   killed;  6  ofiicers,  93  rftuk  and 
file,   vfrounded ;    2    rank    and  file  missing. — 
2d  Batt.  31st  Foot;  1  serj^anr,  SO  rank  and 
file, killed;  3  officers,  5  serj.,  97  rank  and  file, 
woanded ;  5  rank  and  file  missing. — 1st  Bate. 
40th Foot;  7  rank  snd  file  killed;   1  officer,  2 
wij.  47  rank  atvd  iile,  wounded ;  1   rank  and 
litenmsing. — 1st  l^att.  45th  Foot ;  9  rank  and 
filekiKed;  2  officers,  4  setj   130  rank  and  fik 
mounded;  1  officer,  1  sen.  1  dmr.  10  rank  and 
*len)issing. — Ist  Batt  4fith  Foot ;  22  rank  and 
^e  killed ;  10  officers^  3  serj.  132  raok  and  file, 
wounded ;  1  rank  and  file  miasing.-*-2d  Batt. 
4Bth  Foot;  1  serj.,  11  rank  and  file  killed  ;  C 
•wficen,  3  serj.,  50  rank  and  file  wounded ;  1  of- 
.iccr  missing. — 2d  Batt.  63d  Foot ;  6  rank  and 
file  killed;  2  officers,  1  serj.  29  rank  and  file, 
wounded;  1  rank  and  file  missing. — 5th  Bait. 
60tb  Foot;  1  dmr,  6  rank  and  Iile,  killed  ;  6 
officers,  1  seij.,  24  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  2 
9^.,  10  rank  aiki  file,  missing.— 1st  Batt.  Olst 
Foot;   3  officers,   1   dmr.   42  rank    and  file, 
l»iltd ;  10  officers,  lO  serj.  1S3  raftk  and  file, 
^^ovoded ;  le  rank  and  file  missiog.<^2d  BaU. 
^6th  Foot;  1  serj.  15  rank  and  file,  kitted  ;  11 
officers,  5  seij.  63  raok  and  file,  wonaded;  1 
^.  10  rank  and  file,  missing. — ^2d  BaU.  S3d 
Foot;  4  officers,   1  -aeij.,  37  wink  and  file, 
kSlfd;  U.officcrs,  11  set^Mutii,  -2  dmrs.,  189 
t*^  aad  file,  woand«c^;  !l&nnik  and  6Ie  miss- 
«g.-2d  Batt.  87th  Foot;  t  aej^S  rtmk  and 


file,  killed ;  3  officers,  3  serj.  40  rank  and  file, 
wounded;  5  rank  and  file,  mbsiug. — 1st  Batt. 
88tb  Foot;  1  officer,  1  serj.  11  rank  and  file, 
killed ;  3  officers,  60  rank  and  fiie>  viounded. — 
1st  Batt.  97th  Fout ;  6  rank  and  file  killed;  25 
rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  1  otiicer,  21  rank  and 
file,  missing. — 1st  BaU.  Detacaments ;  26  rank 
and  file  killed  ;  9  officers,  6  serj.  1  dmr.,  159 
rank  and  tile,  wounded  ;  1  dmr.,  t  rank  and  file 
niiasiog. — 2d  Batt.  DetaLhiueuts ;  7. rank  and 
file,  killed ;  13  rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  1  rank 
and  file  missing. — IstLiue  Q>Htt.  KmA  German 
Legion;  2  officers,  1  serj.  3(i  rank  and  file, 
killed  ;  10  officers,  18  serj.,  1  dmr.,  2^7  rank 
and  file,  wounded  ;  1  rank  aud  file  missing, — 
1st  and  9d  Light  Batt.  ditto ;  6  rank  and  file  ^ 
killed  ;  3  serj.  34  rank  and  file,  wounded. — 2d 
Line  BatL  ditto ;  4  serj.  57  rank  and  fiie,  killed  ; 

14  officers,  14  serj.  3  dmrs,  27 1  rank  nnd  tile, 
wotMided;  24  rank  and  filemisbing. — 5th  ditto, 
ditto;  3  offict^  1  serj.  1  duir.,  25  rank  and. 
file  killed  ;  6  oIKcers,  8  s<^rj.,  1  dmr.,  109  rank 
and  file,  wounded ;  1  duu*.,  lOO'  rank  and  file, 
iniasuig. — 7(b  ditto,  ditto  ;  2  serj.,  15  rank  and 
file,  killed ;  4  officert,  7  serj.  28  ranK  and  file, 
wounded;  3  serj.,  2  dmrs.,  49  rank  and  file, 
missing. 

Total;  27  officers,  96  8e(jeant8,4  dmrs.,  613 
rank   and  file,  killed;  171  ufficers.  148  serj. 

15  dmrs  ,  3072  rank  and  file,  wouuded ;  6  otii- 
cers,  14  &erj.,  7  duiri>.,  418  rank  and  file  missing. 

Return  of  Ordnance,  ifc.  taken  in  the  Battle 
qfthe2SLhJuly. 

4  eicht-pouoders,  4  six  ditto,  1  four  ditto,  1 
six-inch  howitzer,  2  tunibri;»,  complete  in  am* 
munition ;  taken  by  brigadier-geiteral  A,  Cara(>- 
bt^U's  brigade. — 6  pieces  of  ordnance,  1  bi\- 
iuch  howitzer;  left  by  the  enemy,  aud  found  in 
the  woods.^-1  standard,  taken  b^-  the  29th  re- 
giment ;  1  ditto,  destroyed  by  duty. — 3  stand- 
ards, taken  by  the  King's  Germ.iu  Le{;ion. 
CHA.ftL£s  SiEWART,  Bfig.-Gen.  Adj.-Gen, 

Names  of  the  Oftictrs  killed,  woanded,  and 
missing  of  the  Anny  under  ihe  command  of 
Lient.-Gen.  Sir  A.  Wtllesley,  k.  b.  in  the 
Action  with  tiie  French  Army,  comnianded 
bv  Joseph  Buonaparte  in  person,  at  'l'ala\  era 
de  la  Reyi^i  on  the  28th  July,  1809. 

.  Ki//eflf.^^eHeral  Staff;  major  gen.  Macken- 
zie  and  btigadiergey.lrfungwoith. — Coldst  earn 
/Guards;  cape.  Becket,  brigade  major  to  brigade 
rjf  Guards.— -43d  Fool ;  capt.  Gardner,  brigade 
major  to  brigadier  gen.  Stewart. — 23d  Light 
Ura^^oons;  lieuta.  King  and  Powell.^^lst  Bar. 
Coldstream  Guards;  ensign  Parker. — Koyal 
Artillery;  iieut.  Wyatt. — 1st  Bat.  3d  Guards; 
copts.  vValker,  Bucbanan,  Dhkymple ;  ensign 
Ilam  ;adj.  Irby.— 2d  Bat.  7th  Voat;  Iieut.  Btau- 
fuy. — lit  Bat.  Olst  Foot ;  mujor  F.  Orpen ;  capt, 
H.  James;  lieat.  Dao.  Uaimcs.— 2d  Bat.  83d 
Foot;  Iieut.  cohiiiel  Gordon;  iieuts.  Dahmao, 
Montgouoery,  Fload.-^lst  But.  88th  Foot ;  capt. 
Btakc.^— 1st  Light  Bat.  King's  German  Legion; 
capt.  V^ersalle,  capt.  Henry  Hodenherg, 
.   \¥QUMled,--'M»jor  gen.  Hill^  slightly;  bri- 
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^dier  gen.  A.  Campbell,  slightly;  ditto  H. 
Campbdl,  severely,  but  not  dangerously. — 
ISth Light  Dragoons;  capt.  Whittinghain,  de- 
puty-assistant quarter-master  general,  ^htly. 
— 91st  Regiment ;  capt.  Blair,  brigade  major 
to  general  Cameroo,  8ererely.-*Coldstream 
Guards ;  capt.  Bouverie,  aid-de-camp  to  sir  A. 
WcUetley,  slightly.— 92d  Foot ;  Ulysses  Burgh, 
^tto,  ditto. — 1st  Bat.  Line,  King's  German  Le- 
gion ;  capt.  Zerssen,  aid-de-camp  to  gen.  Lang- 
werth,  severely. — Sicily  Regiment ;  capt.  Craig, 
aid-de-camp  to  gen.  Sherbrooke,  slightly. — 
5d  Dragoon  Guards ;  capt.  firyce,  severely.^ 
14th  Light  Dragoons;  col.  Hawker,  slightly; 
eapts.  Chapman  and  Hawker,  severely;  lieut. 
Ellis,  ditto;  lieuts.Wainman  and Smith,^lightly. 
— 16th  ditto;  lieut. Bence,  slightly. — 8Sd ditto; 
capts.  How^d  and  Frankland,  severely ;  lord 
W.  Russell,  slightly ;  comet  Dodvile,  ditto. — 
1st  Light  Dragoons,  King's  German  Legion; 
4ieut.  Poten,  severely;  comet  Teuts,  slightly. 
—Royal  Engineers ;  lieut.  Stanway,  slightly. — 
Royal  Brit.  Artillery ;  lieut.  col.  Framhngham, 
fllightly;  capts.  Taylor  and  Baynes,  ditto.— 
Royal  Staff  Corps ;  capt.  Todd,  slightly ;  lieut. 
Shancham,  ditto. — 1st  Bat.  Coldstream  Guards; 
lieut.  col.  Stibbert,  and  sir  Vf,  Sheridan,  ge- 
▼erely,  but  not  dangerously;  capts.  Millman 
and  Christie,  ditto ;  capts.  Collier  and  Wood, 
slightly;  capt.  Jenkinson,  severely;  ensign 
Sandilands,  ditto,  but  riot  dangerously. — 1st 
Bat.  3d  Guards ;  lieut.  col.  Gordon,  slightly ; 
major  Fotberingham,  ditto;  capt.  Geils,  ditto; 
ensigns  Acheson,  Towers,  and  Scott,  ditto. — 
1st  Bat.  3d  Foot,  or  Buffs ;  lieut.  col.  Muter, 
severely,  since  dead ;  major  Drummond,  bre- 
Tet  lieut.  col,  slightly.— 2d  Bat.  7th  Foot; 
lieuts.  Kerwan  and  Muter,  severely  I  adj.  Fags, 
blightly.— 2d  Bat.  a4th  Foot;  lieut.  col.  Drum- 
mond, severely;  major  Pophain,  ditto;  capt. 
CoUis,  ditto ;  capt.  Evans,  ditto,  since  dead ; 
lieut.  Vardy,  slightly ;  ensigns  Grant,  Skene, 
and  Johnson,  severely.— 2d  Bat.  24th  Foot; 
ensign  Jessamin,  severely;  adj.  Topp,  slightly. 
— 29th  Foot ;  capt.  Gauntlett,  severely ;  lieuts. 
Stanns,  Leslie,  Stanhope,  ditto ;  lieut.  Nichol- 
son, slightly ;  capt.  Newbolt,  ditto. — 2d  Bat. 
91st  Foot ;  capt.  NichoUs,  slightly ;  lieut.  Tir- 
dlestone,  slightly ;  lieut.  A.  Banish,  severely. 
— 1st  Bat.  40th  Foot ;  capt.  Coiquhoun,  slight- 
ly.— 1st.  Bat.  45lh  Foot ;  major  Gwyn,  slight- 
ly ;  lieut.  Cole,  ditto.— Ist  Bat  48ih  Foot; 
lieut.  col.  Donellan,  severely;  brevet  major 
Marston,  slightly;  capts.  Wood  and  French, 
ditto;  lieuts.  Drought,  Page,  and  Cheslyn, 
severely ;  lieuts.  Giles  and  Cnthbertson,  slight- 
ly; ensign  Vandermeulen,  severely. — 2d  Bat- 
talion 48tb  Foot ;  lieutenant  Johhson,  slightly ; 
ensign  Kenny,  severely.- 2d  Bat.  53d  Foot; 
major  Kingscote,  slightly ;  capt.  Stowell,  ditto. 
6th  Batt.  60th  Foot ;  capt.  Garliff,  b.  maior, 
slightly  ;  capt.  Andrew,  ditto ;  lieuts.  Zulke, 
Ritter,  and  Mitchell,  severely  ;  ensign  Alten- 
stein,  ditto.— 1st  Batt,  61st  Foot ;  capts.  Fur- 
nasse,  Laing,  Goodsman,  and  Hartley, slightly; 
lieuts.  ]V^<Lean  and  Tench,  ditto ;  lieut.  Col- 
ons, severely;   lieut.  Gwan,  slightly;   ensign 


Brackenburg,  ditto;  adj.  Drewe,  severely. — 
2d  Batt.  6c>th  Foot;  capt.  Kelly,  slightly; 
capt.  Stuart,  severely;  capt.  Adams,  brevet 
lieut.  col.  ditto;  lieuts.  Morris,  Dudgeon, 
Humbly  and  Steel,  severely;  lieut.  Shew- 
bridge,  slightly ;  lieut.  Morgan,  severely  ;  en- 
sign Cotter,  ditto ;  eusign  Macarth/,  slightly ; 
—2d  Batt.  83d  Foot;  capt.  Summerfidd, 
slightly ;  capt.  Reynolds,  leg  amputated  ;  lieut. 
Nicholson,  severely ;  lieuts.  Baldwin  and  John- 
son, slightly ;  lieut.  Abell,  severely ;  lieut 
Pyne,  slightly ;  ensigns  Buggie  and  Carey,  se- 
verely ;  -ensign  Letoller,  slightly ;  adj.  Bra* 
ham,  ditto. — 2d  Batt.  87th  Foot;  major 
Gougb,  severely ;  lieut.  Rogers,  slightly ;  en- 
sign Pepper,  ditto. — 88ih  Foot ;  capt.  Brown^ 
severely  ;  lieut.  Whitde,  ditto ;  ensign  White- 
law,  ditto. — 1st  Batt.  Detachments;  major 
Ross,  S8th  regt.  severely;  capt.  M'Phenoo, 
dSth  ditto,  ditto;  capt.  Bradley,  28th  ditto, 
slighdy ;  capt.  Cbanceller,  38th  ditto,  ditto ; 
lieut.  Gilbert,  28th  ditto,  severely;  lieut. 
M'Beth,  42d  ditto,  ditto;  lieut.  FuUerton, d8th 
ditto,  slightly ;  lieut.  Munroe,  42d  ditto,  ditto; 
lieut  Brown,  4dd  ditto,  ditto. — 1st  Batt.  Line, 
King's  German  Legion ;  mujor  Bodekcr,  se- 
rerSy ;  capt.  Marshal,  ditto ;  capt.  Safie, 
slightly ;  capt.  Petersdorf,  ditto ;  lieuts.  Gor- 
ben,  senior,  Ernest  Hodenberg,  and  Fred.  Ho- 
denberg,  severely ;  lieuts.  Sa&,  and  Schlutter, 
senior,  slighUy;  ensign  Allen,  ditto. — 2d  Lint 
Batt.  King's  German  Legion ;  lieut.  col. 
Brauns,  severely;  major  Bellaville,  slicbtlj; 
capt.  Bei^man,  seterely;  captain  Heldrjui, 
slightly  ;  capt.  Shamhorst,  severely.  —2d  lint 
Batt^  King's  German  Legion ;  lieuts.  Beuer- 
man,  Winkstern,  Wessell,  Week,  HoUe,  se- 
verely ;  ensign  Tmch,  sUghtly ;  ensigns  Schmidt, 
Billeb,  Blumenhagen,  severely. — 5th  Batt  Lint 
King's  German  Legion ;  capt.  Haroelberg,  se- 
verdy ;  capt.  Gerl^r,  slighdy ;  lieuts.  Linsin- 
gen  and  During,  severely;  ensign  Braddes, 
slightly ;  ensign  Kohler,  severely. — 1st  Batt 
King's  German  Legion  ;  major  Berger, slightly; 
lieut  Volgee,  ditto;  lieut.  Freytag,  severely; 
ensign  Offen,  ditto. — 23d  Dragoons ;  capts.  Al- 
len^^nd  Drake,  wounded  and  missing ;  lieut 
Anderson,  ditto. — i5th  Foot;  capt.  Leckcy, 
brigade  major,  missing.— 48th  Foot,  2d  Batt.; 
ensign  Reeves,  missing. — 97th  Foot;  lieut* 
Shipley,  ditto. 

Return  of  the  Numbers  of  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  of  the  Army  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieut  Gen.  sir  A.  Wellesley,  k.  b. 
in  action  with  the  French  Army,  command- 
ed by  Joseph  Buonaparte,  on  the  27th  and 
28tb  of  July,  1809. 

QUh  Jafy.— Killed ;  7  officers,  2  serfts.,  134 
rank  and  file.— Wounded ;  24  officers,  U 
seijts.,  1  dmr.,  465  rank  and  file.— Missing ;  3 
omcers,  1  serjt,  2  dmrs.,  202  rank  and  file. 

tOth  JuUfy  1809.— KiUed;  27  officers,  » 
seijs.,  4  dmrs.,  613  rank  and  file^Woundcd ; 
171  officers,  148  serjs.,  15  dmis.,  3072  «"* 
and  file.— Missing ;  6  officers,  148egi.|  7  d*^^ 
418  rank  aod  filt. 
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Tdto/.— ^Rilled ;  5  gen.  staff,  2  Heut.  cols., 
1  maJoryT  capts.,  15  lieuts.,  3  cornets  or  ensigns, 
1  ad|.,  )8  serjs.,  4  drora.,  735  rank  and  file.— 
WouDded ;  9  general  staff,  id  lieut.  cols.,  12 
majors,  53  capts.,  7 1  lieuts  ,  34  cornets  or  en- 
8i|;iis,  6  adjts.,  165  serjs.,  16  dmrs.,  3537-  rank 
and  file. — Missing;  5  capts.,  3  lieuts.,  1  cornet 
or  ensign,  15  seijs.,  9  dmrs.,  620  rank  and  file. 
—Total  5367. 

Betura  of  Horses  killed,  wounded,  and  missing, 
on  the  27th  of  July,  1809. 

14th  light  Dfagoons ;  9  killed,  2  missing. — 
CSrd  ditto  ;  5  wounded. — 1st  ditto,  King's  Ger- 
Bian  Le^o ;  7  killed,  6  wounded. — ivtal,  16 
killed,  9  wounded,  2  missing. 

Return  of  Horses  killed,  wounded,  and  missing, 
ou  the  28th  of  July,  1809. 

3rd  Dragoon  Guards ;  2  killed,  4  wounded, 
8  missing.— 4th  ditto  ;  9  killed,  4  wounded.^— 
14th  Lt.  DraeooDs  ;  21  killed,  3  wounded,  13 
mis&ing. — 16tb  ditto;  21  killed,  2  wounded,  2 
missinp.— 23rd  ditto;  70  killed,  25  wounded, 
129  missing.— *  1st  ditto,  Kin^s German  Legion; 
ti  killed,  27  wounded,  5  missing.— Royal  Ar- 
tillery;  40  killed.— Total,  195  kiiled,  65  wound- 
ed, 157  missing. 

Return  of  the  Horses  killed,  wounded,  and  mis- 
sing, OQ  the  27th  and  28th  of  July,  1809. 

97/4  Jufy. — 16  killed,  9  wounded,  2  missing. 
tBik  Jufy.— 195  killed,  65  wounded,  157  mis- 
ling.— General  Total,  211  killed,  74  wounded, 
159  missing. 

Bxtnict  of  a  Letter,  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir 
A.  WcUesley,  k.  b.  to  Lord  Viscount 
Castlereagh,  dated  Talavera,  Aug.  1, 
1809. 
Since  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing 
you  on  the  i?9th  July,  the  enemy  have 
continued  to  keep  a  rear-guard  of  about 
10,000  men,  on  the  heights  on  the  left  of 
the  Alberche. — The  extreme  fatigue  of 
the  troops,  the  want  of  provisions,  and  the 
numbers  wounded  to   be  taken  care  of, 
have  prevented  me  from  moving  from  my 
position.  —  Brigadier-Gcn.   Craufiird   ar- 
rived with  his  brigade  on  the  29th  in  the 
morning,  having  marched  twelve  Spanish 
leagues  in  little  more  than  21  hours. 

Extract  of  a  Letter,  from  Lieut.-Gen.  Sir 
A.Welleslcy  to  Lord  Vise.  Castlereagh, 
dated  Talavera,  Aug.  1,  l609. 

.  When  I  addressed  you  this  morning,  I 
had  not  received  the  report  from. the  out- 
posts. It  appears  that  the  enemy  with- 
drew the  rear- guard,  which  was  posted  on 
the  heights  on  the  left  of  the  Aiberche 
last  night  at  11  o'clock,  and  the  whole 
army  marched  toward  St.  Olalla ;  I  con- 
dodt  with  an  intention  of  taking  up  a 
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position  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Guada- 
rama. 


ExPEniTioK  TO  HOLLAND. — Ffowi  tli€  Lon- 
don Gazette  Extraordinary,  Monday  Au* 
gust  7,  1809. 

Downing  street,  August  7*  1809. — Dis- 
patches, of  which  the  following  are  copies, 
were  last  night  received  at  the  Office  of 
lord  viscount  Castlereagh,  one  of  his  ma- 
jesty's principal  Secretaries  of  State^ 
from  lieut.  gen.  the  earl  of  Chatham, 
dated  Middleburgh,  2d  and  3d  Aug.  1809. 
Head  quarters,  Middleburgh, 
Ud  August,  1809. 

My  lord  ;  I  have  the  honour  of  acouaint- 
ing  your  lordship,  that  having  sailed  from 
the  bowns  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
28th  uU.  with  rear-admiral  sir  Kd.  Stra- 
chan,  in  his  majesty^s  ship  Venerable, 
we  arrived  the  same  evening,  and  anchored 
in  East  Capelle  Roads,  and  were  joined 
on  the  following  morning  by  the  division 
of  the  army  under  lieut.  gen.  sir  Joha 
Hope.  It  blew  in  the  course  of  that  day 
^  fresh  gale  from  the  Westward,  which 
created  a  heavy  swell,  and  the  small  crafl 
being  much  exposed,  it  was  determined  to 
seek  shelter  for  them  in  the  anchorage  of 
the  Room  Pot,  where  lieut.  gen.  sir  John 
Hope's  division  was  also  directed  to  pro- 
ceed, in  order  to  possess  such  points  as 
might  be  necessary  to  secure  the  anchor- 
age ;  as  well  as  with  a  view  to  future 
operations  up  the  East  Scheldt. — ^The  left 
wing  of  the  army*  under  lieut.  gen.  sir 
Eyre  Coote,  particularly  destined  for  the 
operation  against  Walcheren,  arrived  on 
the  29th  and  morning  of  the  30th,  but  the 
wind  continuing  to  blo\^  fresh  from  the 
Westward,  and  occasioning  a  great  surf 
on  the  beach,  both  on  the  side  of  Zout- 
land,  as  well  as  near  Domburg,  it  became 
expedient,  in  order  to  effect  a  landing,  to 
carry  the  whole  fleet  through  the  narrovr 
and  difficult  passage  into  the  Vere  Gat, 
hitherto  considered  impracticable  for  large 
ships ;  which  being  successfully  accom- 
plished, and  the  necessary  preparations  for 
debarkation  being  completed,  I  have  the 
satisfaction  of  acquainting  your  lordship, 
that  the  troops  landed  on  the  Bree-Sand, 
about  a  mile  to  the  Westward  of  Fort  der 
Haak,  without  opposition,  when  a  position 
was  taken  up  for  the  ni^ht  on  the  sand 
hills,  with  East  Capelle  m  front.  Lieut 
gen.  Eraser  Vas  detached  immediately  to 
the  left,  against  Fort  der  Haak  and  T«r 
Verc,  the  formar  ©f  which,  on  hii  ap- 
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proach,  was  -evacuated  by  the  enemy,  but 
the  town  of  Vere,  which  was  strong  in  its 
defences,  and  had  a  garrison  of  about  six 
hundred  men,  held  out  till  yesterday 
morning,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  and 
well-directed  fire  of  the  bomb'-vessels  and 
gun-boats  during  the  preceding  day,-  and 
Vntil  the  place  was  closely  mvested.i — 
JEarly  on  the  mojning  of  the  3 1st,  a  depu- 
tation from  Middleburglb  from  whence 
the  garrison  had  been  withdrawn  into 
Flushing,  having  arrived  in  camp,  terms 
of  capitulation  were  agreed  upon,  copies 
of  which  I  have  the  honour  herewith  to 
inclose,  as  well  as  that  of  the  garrison  of 
Ter  Vere  ;  and  the  divisions  of  the  army, 
under  the  orders  of  lieut.  geo.  lord  Paget 
and  major-gen.  Graham,  moved  forward, 
and  took  up  a  position  with  the  right  to 
Maliskirke,  the  centre  at  Gryperskirke, 
and  left  to  St.  Laurens. — On  the  morning 
of  the  1st  instant,  the  troops  advanced  to 
the  investment  of  Flushing,  which  opera- 
tion was  warmly  contested  by  the  enemy. 
In  this  movement  he  was  driven  by  major- 
gen.  Grahaui's  division  on  the  right,  from 
the  batteries  of  the  Dykeshook,  the  Vyge- 
ter,  and  the  No!e,  while  brigadier- gen. 
Houston's  brigade  forced  the  enemy  posted 
on  the  road  from  Middleburgh  to  retire,, 
with  the  loss  of  four  guns,  and  many  killed 
and  wounded.  Lieut,  gen.  lord  raget*s 
division  also  drove  in  the  posts  of  the 
enemy,  and  took  up  his  position  at  West 
Zouberg.-jNothlng  could  exceed  the  gal- 
lantry of  the  troops  throughout  the  whole 
of  this  day,  and  my  warmest  praise  is  due 
to  the  several  general  oflficers  for  their 
judicious  disposition  in  the  advance  of 
their  respective  columns.  To  lieut.  gen. 
sir  Eyre  Coote  I  feel  much  indebted  for 
his  exertions  in  this  service,  and  the  prompt 
^nd  able  manner  in  which  he  has  exe- 
cuted my  orders.  The  light  troops  under 
l)rig.  gen.  baron  Rottenburg  have  been 
admirably  conducted  ;  and  with  the  offi- 
cers commanding  the  several  corps  en- 
.gaged  I  have  every  reason  to  be  most  per- 
fectly satisfied.  The  3d  battalion  of  the 
Royals  and  flank  companies  of  the  5th 
xegiment,  maintained  the  right  under  diffi- 
cult circumstances,  with  great  gallantry, 
and  killed  and  wounded  a  great  many  of 
the  enemy. — Ter  Vere  being  in  our  posses- 
sion, lieut.  gen.  Fraser's  division  marched 
in  the  evening  upon  Ruttern,  detaching  a 
corps  for  the  reduction  of  Ramakins,  which, 
when  edecied,  will  complete  the  invest- 
ment ofFlushipg.—I  have  to  regret  the  tem- 
porary absence  of  brigadier-gen.  Browne^ 


who  was  woonded  late  in  the  day«  bat  I 
trust  not  to  be  long  deprived  oi  his  ser- 
vices.— I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  a 
return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
Deeply  as  the  fall  of  every  British  soldier 
is  at  all  times  to  be  lamented,  the  loss 
will  not  appear  to  have  been  great,  when 
the  serious  impediments  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy  to  oppose  to  our  pro- 
gress are  considered,  as  well  as  the  for* 
midable  state  of  the  batteries  of  Flushing, 
to  which  the  troops  were  necessarily  ex- 
posed.— The  pressure  of  circumstances  hat 
prevented  the  commanding  officer  of  ar- 
tillery from  furnishing  a  detailed  account 
of  the  guns  'and  ordnance  stores  taken  in 
the  several  batteries,  and  fortress  of  Ter 
Vere,  but  which  will  be  hereafter  trans- 
mitted, with  the  return  of  the  prisoners 
taken  since  our  landing,  supposed  to  amount 
to  1,000.  Commodore  Owen's  squadron, 
with  Heut.  gen.  the  marquis  of  Huntley's 
division,  remains  at  anchor  in  the  Wieling 
Passage,  and  the  divisions  of  lieut.  gen. 
the  earl  of  Rosslyn,  and  lieut.  gen.  Groeve- 
nor,  are  arrived  at  the  anchorage  in  the 
Vere  Gat.— I  cannot  conclude  without  ex- 
pressing, in  the  strongest  terms,  my  ad- 
miration of  the  distinguished  ability  with 
which  the  fle«t  was  oandocled  through  the 
passage  into  the  Vere  Gat,  nor  c«i  the 
advantages  resulting  from  the  success  of 
this  operation  be  too  highly  estimated,  as 
by  it  we  were  not  only  enabled  to  effect 
a  disembarkation,  which,  in  the  then  state 
of  the  wind,  was  impracticable  in  any 
other  quarter,  but  also  that  theenemy,  pro- 
bably relying  on  the  difficulty  of  the  navi- 
gation, was  less  prepared  for  resistance. 
1  must  also  warmly  acknowledge  the  great 
assistance  the  service  has  derived  from  the 
zealous  exertions  of  the  officers  of  the 
navy,  and  of  the  seamen  employed  ia 
di*awing  a  considerable  proportion  of  the 
artillery  through  a  heavy  sand,  and  with- 
out whose  aid,  the  advance  of  the  array 
must  necessarily  have  been  suspended, 
the  strength  of  the  tide  rendering  the 
landing  of  the  horses  for  a  time  extremely 
difficult.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c* 
(Signed)  Chatham. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above  letter,  I 
haye  received  intelligence  from  lieut.  gen. 
sir  J.  Hope,  that  the  reserve  of  the  army 
had  effected  their  landing  on  South  Peye- 
land,  and  that  a  detachment  had  occupied 
the  town  of  Goes.     (Signed)      Chatham. 

Articles  pf  Capitulation  entered  into 
for  the  Surrender  of  the  Town  of  Mid- 
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dieburgh,  to  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
Forces,  in  consequence  of  a  Deputation 
from  the  Prefect  and  Burgomasters  for 
that  purpose. 

Aet.  1 .  Security  to  be  granted  to  every 
person,  pqbnc  functionaries,  private  per- 
sons, citizens,  and  inhabitants,  whatever 
their  political  opinions  may  have  been  or 
now  are. — Answer.  Granted,  provided 
they  conduct  themselves  as  peaceable  ci- 
tizens, and  conform  to  such  regulations  as 
will  be  hereafter  established  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  British  Government. 

Art.  2.  Protection  to  all  property, 
without  exception  whatsoever. — Answer. 
Granted,  as  far  a*5  relates  to  private  pro- 
perty ;  all  public  property  to  be  ac- 
counted for  to  such  commissioners  as  will 
be  named  by  the  general  commanding  his 
Britannic  majesty's  forces. 

Art.  3.  The  armed  citizens  or  other  in- 
habitants who  may  have  taken  up  arms, 
or  done  military  duty  to  maintain  public 
tranquillity,  to  be  protected  in  their  per- 
sons and  property,  and  permitted  to  re- 
turn to  their  dweltmgs. — Answer.  Grant- 
ed, upon  condition  that  their  arms  are 
given  to  such  persons  as  will  be  duly  au- 
thorised to  receive  them. 

Art  4.  Public  i\inctionaries  and  their 
fcniilies  to  be  permitted,  if  they  desire  it, 
to  retopi  lo^  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom 
of  Holland. — Art.  5.  Inhabitants,  who  are 
absent  from  their  houses,  to  be  permitted 
to  return  with  their  property. — Answer. 
Granted,  subject  to  the  restriction  specified 
in  the  first  Article. 

Art.  6.  The  troops  to  be. quartered  in 
barracks. — ^Answer.  This  must  be  de- 
termined according  to  circumstances,  but 
every  care  will  be  taken  to  render  the 
quartering  as  little  burdensome  to  the  in- 
habitants as  possible. 

Art.  7. — Should  any  misunderstanding 
take  place  relating  to  the  foregoing  Arti- 
cles, they  will  be  explained  in  favour  of 
the  town  and  inhabitants.  — Answer. 
Granted. 

Art  8.  The  above  Article  to  be  also  ex- 
tended to  all  parts  of  this  department, 
^hich  may  not  have  obtained  equally  fa- 
vourable terms. — Answer.  This  Article 
to  apply  in  the  present  instance  to  the 
lown  of  Middleburgh  alone ;  but  no  diffi- 
culty will  be  made  to  grant  the  same  ad- 
vantageous terras  to  ?iny  town  that  will  sur- 
render in  like  manner  without  opposition. 
Additional  Article. — AH  military  sick 
*n  hospital,  to  remain  where  they  are  at 
preient,  and  to  be  taken  care'  of  f  on  reco- 


very-to  be  permitted  to  return  to  tbeir 
corps. — Answer.  The  '  sick  are  to  be  ta- 
ken care  of  by  their  Own  medical  people, 
but  must  be  considered  as  prisoners  of  war. 
(Signed)       C.  G.  Bediiereld. 

P.  G.  S(J^ORER. 

J.  M.  Vani^hoor. 

II.  Van  De  MERNbENE. 

Agreed  to  by  me,  conformably  to  the 

powers  vested  in  me  by  licuten:ini-gih6ral 

the  earl  of  Chath  tra,  K.  G.  Comtnander  of 

j  his  Britannic   majesty's  forces;  (Signed) 

I  Eyre  CJoote,  lieut  ^on.  —  Heights  of  Bree 

I  Sand,  3 1  St  day  of  July,  180:^. 

Proposal  of  a  Capitulation,  hv  (he  com- 
I      mandant  of.ihe  Fortress  of  Ver^,  to  his 
Excellency  lieutenant-general  M.  1  la- 
ser, commanding   the  besieging  army 
before  Vere,  and  to  captain  Richardi>on,< 
the  senior  Naval  Officer  on  shore- 
Art.  1.    The  garrison  of  Vere  shall  be 
;  allowed  to  quit  one  of  the  gates  of  the 
i  town  with  all  the  honours  of   v^at,  and 
!  ground  their  arms  upoi  tJie  glacis,  and 
they  shall  not  be  allowed  to  serve  against 
his  Britannic  majesty  or  his  Allies,  until 
they  have  been  regularly  exchanged,  and 
i  the  troops   shall  be  sent  to  some  Dutch 
'  place   in  Holland,  at  the  expense  of  his 
'  majesty.      The  oflTicers  shiill   keep  their 
swords,  horses,  and  property,  and  the  sol- 
diers their  knapsacks, — Answer.     Agreed 
to;  excepting  that  the  garrison  is  to  be 
considered  generally  as  prisoners  of  war, 
and  shall  be  disposed  of  as  the  Britis*h  go- 
vernment shair  think  proper,  and  as  is  cus- 
tomary on  such  occasions. 

Art.  2.  From  this  moment,  until  the 
evacuation  of  the  fortress,  the  troops  of 
both  armies  shall  remain  in  their  preseht 
position. — ^Answer.     Granted, 

Art.  S.  All  hostilities  shall  cease  from 
both  sides,  and  no  preparation  of  attack  or 
defence  shall  be  carried  on. — ^Answer. 
Granted. 

Art.  4.  All  the  artillery  and  stores  shall 
be  delivered  over  by  the  commissaries 
appointed  from  both  sides. — Answer. 
Agreed  to,  considering  that  in  this  Article, 
llie  surrender  of  public  property  of  all  de- 
scription is  included. 

Art.  5.  All  the  sick  and  wounded  shall 
be  left  to  the  humanity  of  the  general,  un* 
til  their  recovery. — Answer.     Granted. 

Art.  6.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Vere  shall  continue  to  enioy  all  their  privi- 
leges, and  their  particular  properly  shall 
be  respected,  and  shall,  if  they  choose,  be 
allowed  toMeaive  the  place.     This  privl- 
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lege  shall  likewise  be  granted  to  all  the 
women  of' the  garrison. — ^Answer. — Grant- 
ed. (Siffned)  A.  M.  Fraser,  lieut.-gen. 
commanding  the  troops  before  Vcre. — 
Cha.  RicHARDspN,  Senior  Naral  Officer. — 
(Signed)  V.  Bogart,  CommandaJit  of  the 
S2:arrison  ofVece. — (A  true  Copy.)  (Signed) 
1*.  Carey,  lieutenant  colonel.  Mil.  Sec. — 
Yere,  Aug.  I,  1809. 

Prisoners  taken  at  Ter  Vere, — ^Artillery,  1 
lieut.  col.  1  captain,  4  lieutenants,  7  seiv 
jeants,  9  corporals,  0  fire-workers,  5  arti- 
ficers, 65  gunners,  1  drummer. — Infantry, 
4  captains,  4  first  lieutenants,  5  second 
lieutenants,  4  serj^ant-majors,  13  Serjeants, 
4  fouriers,  10  drummers,  3  pipers,  328  sol- 
diers.— ^Naval  of  the  French  gun-brig 
Gawlen,  1  captain,  I  master,  17  sailors, 
1  boy ;  1  Serjeant,  1  corporal,  1 3  pritates 
(serving  as  marines.)  Total,  519.  (A  true 
Copy.)  T.  Caret,  lieut.  col.  Military  Sec. 

Eeturn  of  the  Rank  and   Names  of  Offi- 
cers, and  of  the  number  of  Non-Commis- 
•ioned  Officers  and  Rank  and  File,  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  in  the  Island  of 
"t^"  Walcheren,  from  the  time  of  landing  on 

the  evening  of  the  30th  July,  to  the  Ut 
•f  August  inclusive. 

Middleburgh,  2d  August,  1809. 
Royal  Artillery,  3  rank  and  file  wound- 
ed.— 3d  batt.  Ist  foot,  I  lieqt.,  i  drum- 
mer, 6  rank  and  file,  killed ;  .  1  captain, 
1  fieut.,  6  Serjeants,  75  rank  and  file, 
wounded  ;  6  rank  and  file  missing. — 1st 
batt.  5th  foot,  4  rank  and  file  killed  ;  3  Ser- 
jeants, 16  rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  10 
rank  and  file,  missing. — Ist  batt.  26th 
foot,  return  not  received;  supposed  to 
have  none. — 1st  batt.  32nd  foot,  1  serjeant, 
1  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  2  Serjeants,  5 
rank  and  file,  wounded. — 2d  batt.  35th 
N  fbot,  4  rank  and  file  killed  ;  2  captains*,  1 4 

rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  1 1  rank  and  file 
missing. — 5 Ist  foot,  1  rank  and  file  killed  ; 

1  rank  and  file  wounded. — 68th  foot,  1 
drummer,  10  rank  and  file,  killed ;  I 
capt.  2  lieutenants,  24  rank  and  file, 
wounded. — 1st  batt.  71st  foot,  return  not 
received  ;  supposed  to  have  about  21 
killed  and  wounded. — 2d  batt.  8 1st  foot, 

2  rank  and  file  killed ;  1  rank  and  file 
wounded. — 2d  batt.  82d  foot,  1 1  rank  and 
file,  killed  ;  2  lieutenants,  2  Serjeants,  1 
drummer,  21  rank  and  file  wounded. — 85th 

'  foot,  1  Serjeant,  2  rank  and  file  killed  ;  1 
lieutenant,  2  Serjeants,  1  drummer,  19 
rank  and  file,  wounded ;  7  rank  and  file 
missing. — 95th  foot,  5  rank  and  file  wound- 
ed.— ^£iabodiMl  detachments^  rttyro  not 
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received.  —  Staff  26th  foot,  1  captain 
wounded. — 40th  foot,  1  brigadier-general 
ditto. — 62d  foot,  I  captain  ditto. — Total 
I  officer,  2  Serjeants,  2  drummers,  41  rank 
and  file,  killed  ;  13  officers,  15  Serjeants,  1 
drummer,  184  rank  and  file,,  wounded ; 
34  rank  and  file  missing. 

Namei  qf  Officers  killed  and  wounded.-^ 
Killed,  Sdbatt.  Ist  fbot,  lieut.  D.  M'Lean. 
— ^Wounded,  3d  batt.  Ist  foot,  capt.  John 
Wilson,  lieut.  Jackson,  and  volunteer  J.  P. 
Drury,  slightly. — 2d  batt.  35th  foot,  capt 
Tisdell,  slightly  ;  captv  Frederic,  dange- 
rously.— 68th  foot,  the  names  of  the  thret 
officers  wounded,  not  specified  in  the  re- 
turn.— 2d  batt.  82d  foot:  lieut.  Reed, 
slightly  ;  lieut.  Pratt,  dangerously. — 85th 
foot :  The  name  of  the  officer  wounded, 
not  mentioned  in  the  return. — Staff  26lh 
foot,  capt  Fotheringhara,  deputy  assistant 
adj.-general,  slightly.— 40th  foot,  brig.- 
gen.  Browne,  slightly. — 62dfoot;  capt 
firowne,  aid-de  camp  to  brigadier-gen. 
Houston,  slightly. 

Robert  Long,  Col.  Adj.  Gen. 

Middleburgh,  3d  August  1809. 

'My  lord  :  Since  my  letter  of  yester» 
day's  date,  I  have  received  intelligcnct 
from  Heut.-gen.  sir  John  H6pc,  of  his  hav- 
ing occupied  Bathz,  and  taken  possession 
of  the  whole  island  of  South  Beveland.— I 
have  also  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  voiur 
lordship,  that  upon  the  batteries  being  pre* 
pared  to  open,  the  fortress  of  Ramakint 
surrendered  this  evening,  and  I  have  tht 
honour  to  inclose  the  Articles  of  Capita- 
lation.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)         Chatham. 

To  the  lord  vise.  Castlereagh,  &c.  &c 

Terms  or  CAPiTULATioNof  the  Fortress  of 
Ramakins,  3d  August,  1 809. 

Art.  1.  The  garrison  surrenders  pri- 
soners of  ^\'ar,  with  every  thing  that  be- 
longs to  the  fortress,  whether  ammunition, 
cannon,  or  government  stores,  belonging 
to  the  French  and  Dutch,  of  every  sort 
and  kind. — Art.  2.  The  garrison  will  lay 
down  their  arms  this  moment ;  and  aw 
to  be  disposed  of  as  the  British  govern- 
ment chooses,  and  as  has  been  the  custom 
of  war.— Art.  3.  The  officers  will  be  al- 
lowed to  keep  their  swords,  and  will,  win 
their  soldiers,  be  permitted  to  keep  their 
private  baggage, — (Signed)  Alkx-  M. 
Fraser,  lieut-gen.  commanding  his  Britan- 
nic majesty's  troops  before  Ramakins.-- 
WouNiER,  Captain-Commandant.  —  (^ 
true  copy)  T.  Carey,  lieut-col.  Mil  Sec- 

Strength  <f  th^  Qmrrytmh^'i  eaptaiw^  * 
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Keutenant,  4    Serjeants,    7   corporals,   2 
dnunmers,  1 1 1  privates. — ^Total  127. 

Admiralty  OJlce,  August  7 ,  1809. — Lieot. 
James  Duncan,  commanding  his  Majesty's 
hired  cutter  the  Idas,  arrived  yesterday 
evening  at  this  office,  >vith  dispatches 
from  sir  R.  J.  Strachan,  bart.  and  k.  b. 
rear-admiral  of  the  whUe,  &c.  addressed 
to  the  hon.  Win,  Wellesley  Pole,  of  whicb 
the  following  are  copies: 

Venerable,  «ff  the  Vere  Gtt, 
August  4,  1809. 
Sir; — ^You  have  been  already  acquaiftt- 
•d  that  I  had  hoisted  my  flag  in  tlie  Ame- 
thyst, and  that  it  was  my  inteiSition  to  have 
preceded  the  Ei^Mvlttton,  in  company  with 
the  Venerable,  on  board  which  ship  lord 
Chatham  had  embarked  ;  but  finding  the 
ptblic  service  might  suHer  from  the  com- 
manders in  chief  being  separated,  I  there- 
fore shifted  to  the  Venerable,  and  sailed 
iirom  the  Downs  at  day-light  on  the  28th 
nit. — I  have  now  to  acquaint  you,  for  their 
lordships'  information,  of  my  arrival  cm 
the  evening  of  that  day  in  the  Stone  Deeps, 
with  the  Amethyst  and  several  smaller 
vessels,  where  I  was  joined  by  the  Fisgard, 
capt  Bolton,  who  had  with  great  judg- 
ment placed  vessels  on  the  various  shoals 
oft' this  coast.  After  dark,  lieut.  Groves, 
of  this  ship,  with  some  skilful  pilots,  in 
Deal  boats,  were  dispatched  to  sound  the 
Koompot  Channel,  and  to  station  vessels 
at  its  entrance. — Early  next  morning,  the 
29th,  the  division  of  lieut.  gen.  sir  John 
Hope,  conducted  by  capt.  Bathurst,  in  the 
Salsette,  joined  me,  as  did  also  rear-adm. 
sir  R.  Keats,  in  the  Superb.  This  zealous 
officer  had  ther  command  of  the  blockading 
squadron  off  the  entrance  of  the  Scheldt, 
but  observing  the  armament  pass,  he, 
with  his  usualpromptitude,  lef^  that,  squa- 
dron under  the  orders  of  lord  Gardner, 
snd  resumed  the  charge  of  sir  John  Hope's 
division;  I  therefore,  directed  the  rear- 
^mlral  to  shift  his  flag  to  the  Salsetle,  and 
to  proceed  to  the  Roompot. — The  entrance 
to  that'channel  is  ve^  narrow,  .and  as  I  was 
aware  of  sir  Home  ropham's  local  know- 
ledge of  the  insular  navigation  before  me, 
I  entrusted  to  that  officer  the  service  of 
leading  sir  R.  Keats's  division  in,  and 
which  he  did  with  great  skill  in  the  Sabri« 
pa,  capt.  Kittoe ;  the  whole  were  anchored 
in  safety  opposite  Zeerickzee,  situated  be- 
tween the  islands  of  Schowen  and  North 
Beveland. — ^That  afternoon  rear-adm.  Ot- 
way,  witb  the  left  wing  of  the  army,  un- 
4er  sir  Eyre  Coote,  joined  pe  in  the  Stone 


Deeps,  but  it  blew  too  fresh  to  have  any 
communication. — On  the  morning  of  the 
30tb,  sir  Home  Popham  returned  with  a 
letter  from  sir  R.  Keats,  -acquainting  me, 
that  the  division  under  his  chai'ge  were  all 
safely  anchored ;  and  I  was  likewise  in« 
formed,  that  there  was  sufficient  space  in 
the  Roompot  to  contain  all  the  ships,  to 
which  anchorage  sir  H«  Popham  uiider- 
took  to  conduct  them;  and  as  it  blew 
fresh,  with  all  the  appearance  of  an  ap- 
proaching gale,  the  squadron  was  instantly 
fot  nnder  sail,  and  led  in  by  the  Venera* 
le,  when  they  all  came  to  in  safety  off 
the  Vere  Gat. — ^As  sooa  as  the  ships  were 
secured,  measures  were  instantly  taken  to 
prepare  to  land  the  army  on  the  island  of 
Walcheres.  I  did  not  wait  for  the  gun* 
boats  coming  up,  but  ordered  those  who 
happened  to  be  near  the  Venerable,  toge- 
ther with  the  mortar  brigs,  to  push  in- 
shore to  cover  the  landing,  and  to  force 
the  Derbaak  Battery. — At  half  past  four 
the  boats  put  off  under  the  direction  of 
lord  A.  Beauclerc,  of  the  Royal  Oak,  and 
capt.  Cockburn,  of  the  Belleisle,  and  the 
troops  were  landed  in  excellent  order, 
without  opposition ;  the  firing  from  the 
mortar  and  gun- vessels  having  driven  the 
enemy  completely  from  the  Derhaak  Bat- 
tery.— Having  thus  accomplished  this  first 
ol^ect,  I  lost  no  time  in  directing  the 
bombs  and  gun-vessels  to  proceed  up  the 
Vere  Gat,  off  Carayere,  and  having  given 
sir  H.  Popham,  who,  at  the  request  of 
lord  Chatham,  had  remained  on  shore  with 
his  lordship,  permission  to  employ  them 
as  the  service  might  require,  he,  the  nexl 
morning,  began  to  cannonade  Camvere^ 
which  had  been  summoned^  but  held  out. 
The  fire  of  the  gun-boats  was  exceedingly 
well  directed,  and  did  much  damage  to 
the  town. — ^I'he  officers  and  crews  en- 
gaged in  that  service,  had  a  great  claim  to 
my  admiration  for  their  conduct.  Three 
oF  our  gun-boats  were  sunk.  In  the  after- 
noon it  blew  fresh,  and,  as  the  strength  of 
the  tide  prevented  the  bombs  from  acting, 
I  directed  the  flotilla  to  fall  back,  pre- 
serving a  menacing  position. — At  nighty 
capt.  Richardson,  of  the  Caesar,  who  waa 
in  the  dyke  on  shore,  threw  some  rockets 
at  the  nearest  battery  of  Camvere,  and 
soon  after,  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
town  sent  out  an  offer  to  surrender.  A 
copy  of  the  terms  acceded  to  by  lieut. 
gen.  Fraser,  and  capt.  Richardson,  the  se- 
nior naval  officer  on  the  spot,  accompaniet 
this  letter.  [See  the  dispatches  from  lieut. 
gen.  the  earl  of  Chatham.]    The  army 
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under  sir  J.  Hope  landed  at  South  Beve- 
land  on  the  1st  of  this  month,  and,  by  a 
letter  from  sir  R.  Keats,  of  yesterday's 
date,  I  find  the  whole  of  the  island  is  in 
our  possession  ^  the  enemy's  ships  are  all 
above  Lillo,  aild  those  most  advanced,  as 
high  up  as  Antwerp. — We  are  getting  our 
flotilla  through  the  Slough  into  the  Wes- 
tern Scheldt,  to  prevent  succours  being 
thrown  into  Flushing  by  the  canal  of 
Ghent. — When  the  Ramakins  Battery  is 
taken,  we  hope  to  pass  the  lighter  vessels 
to  the  Western  Scheldt,  for  the  purpose 
of  following  up  the  other  objects  of  the 
expedition. — 1  cannot  conclude  this  letter 
without  acknowledging  the  assistance  I 
have  received  from  rear-adm.  Otway ;  and 
how  much  I  approve  of  th«  arrangement 
he  made  for  lapding  the  division  under  sir 
Eyre  Coote,  which  was  carried  into  effect 
by  lord  A.  Beauclerc,  and  capt.  Cockbum, 
with  mvith  skill  and  activity.  Sir  R.  Keats, 
in  the  execution  of  the  arduous  duties  he 
has  had  to  perform,  has  shewn  his  accus- 
tomed ztal  and  judgment. — The  captains, 
officers,  and  crews  of  his  majesty's  ships 
are  indefatis^able  in  the  execution  of  their 
respective  duties,  and  I  have  much  plea- 
sure in  adding,  that  there  is  a  most  perfect 
4:o-operation  of  the  armv  and  navy. 

I  have,  &c.         TR.  J.  Strachan. 

P.  S.  I  send  this  by  lieut  Duncan,  whose 
cutter,  the  Idas,  was  close  in-shore,  and 
covered  the  landing. 

Venerable,  off  the  Vere  Gat, 
5th  August,  1809. 

Sir — It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I 
am  enabled  to  inc  lobe,  for  their  lordships' 
inrormation,  a  copy  of  the  capitulation  of 
the  fort  of  Ramakins,  [See  the  dispatches 
from  lieut.  general  the  earl  of  Chatham] 
which  surrendered  to  his  majesty's  forces, 
•under  li»ut.  gen.  Fraser,  yesterday  after- 
noon.— 'I'he  possession  of  this  post  is  of 
gycAt  iniportance  to  our  further  operations 
in  the  West  Scheldt,  as  it  will  enable  me, 
with  »ut  molestation,  to  advance  the  whole 
of  the  flotilla,  together  with  the  Oamilla 
and  Pallas,  by  the  Slough,  and  which  1 
trust  will  effectually  prevent  any  succours 
being  thrown  into  Flushing,  either  from 
Cadsand,  or  by  the  Ghent  Channel. — I 
have  also  the  honour  of  forwarding  copies 
of  sir  R.  Keats*  accounts  of  his  proceed- 
ings in  South  Bcveland,  by  which  their 
lordships  will  perceive  that  the  operations 
of  the  combined  force  under  the  Rear- Ad- 
miral and  sir  John  Hope  have  been  very 


successful,  and  that  the  important  post  of 
Bathz  has  been  evacuated  by  the  enemy. 
— I  came  hero  to  forward  this  dispatch  to 
England,  and  shall  leave  the  command  of 
this  division  with  rear- admiral  Otway, 
and  return  to  the  flotilla,  which,  I  con- 
clude, is  now  investing  Flushing. — It  is 
my  intention  to  hoist  my  flag  in  one  of 
the  small  vessels  in  the  Slough,  that  I  may 
be  near  the  head -quarters  of  lord  Chatham, 
and  to  conduct  the  various  services  in  the 
W^est  Scheldt;     I  am,  kc. 

(Signed)         R.  J.  Strachak. 
Honourable  W.  W.  Pole. 

Sabrina,  off  South  Beveland, 
August!,  1809. 

Sir — I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform 
you,  that  sir  John  Hope  and  7,00()  of  his 
division  of  the  army  were  landed  on 
South  Beveland  this  afternoon,  since  ^vbich 
I  have  been  informed  by  message  from 
him,  that  he  was  met  on  his  approach  to- 
wards Goes,  by  the  Magistrates,  into 
which  place  he  is  at  liberty  to  enter  when- 
ever he  pleases.  Three  of  the  enemy's 
ships  of  the  line,  and  six  brigs,  are  at  an- 
chor off  the  east  end  of  South  Beveland, 
the  others  I  conclude  have  moved  higher 
up  the  Scheldt. — ^Three  of  the  four  sloops 
I  brought  up  with  me  struck  in  coming 
up.  1  have  hoisted  my  flag  in  the  Sa- 
brina, and  am  not  witliout  liopes  of  get- 
ting the  remaining  parts  of  the  division 
on  shore,  and  most  part  of  the  army  sup- 
plied to-morrow.     I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)         R.  G.  Keats. 

Half-past  seven,  p.  m. — The  substance 
of  this  letter  was  sent  by  telegraphic  com- 
munication, from  the  Sabrina,  at  five 
o'clock.  The  six  brigs  are  getting  under 
sail,  and  moving  up  the  Scheldt,  appa- 
rently, but  the  ships  of  the  line  are  still 
fasC 

Sabrina,  ofTWemeldinge, 
Augusts,  1809. 

Soon  after  1  landed  I  was  informed  by 
letter  from  sir  John  Hope,  that  Bathi  bad 
been  evacuated  in  the  night;  and  as  he 
informed  me  the  communication  was  open 
between  Walcheren  and  this  Island,  and 
he  had  sent  to  lord  Chatham  an  accoont 
of  the  evacuation,  I  concluded  you  wouW 
hear  it  from  hen^e,  and  went  on  to  Batlw 
with  a  view  to  make  observations,  and 
from  which  I  am  this  moment  returned. 
R.  G.  Keats. 

Rear-Admiral  Sir  R.  J.  Strachan, 
Bart.  &c.  &c.  &c. 
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"  As  to  wbat  is  call^  a  Revolution  principle,  my  opinion  was  this;  that  whenev*5r  those  er'iU,  which 
"  usually  attend  and  follow  a  violent  change  of  Government,  were  not  in  probability  so  pernicious  as 
••  the  gricTance  we  suffer  under  a  present  power,  thea  tiie  public  good  will  justify  such  a  Revolution.". 

Swift. 
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SUMlVfARY  OF  POUTICS. 

Battle  of  Talavera. From  the  te- 
nor of  Sir   Arthur  Wellesley's  dispatch 
published    last  week^  it  was  very  easy  to 
foresee,  thai,  when  the  French  account  of 
the  Battle  came  to  be  published,  a  doubt, 
at  least,  wonkl  be  excited  with  respect- to 
thre  party  to  whom  the  victory  was  due. 
The  French  account  has  now  appeared 
under  the  he^ds  of  Talavera  and  of  Paris, 
and   is  as  follow:    "  Talavera,  July  20. — 
"  The  English  army  which  was  in  Portu- 
"  gal  under  general  VVellcsley,  after  hav- 
"  ing  joined  the  Insurgents  under  Cuesta, 
**  had   marched   against    the  first   corps, 
"  hoping,  with  triple  numbers,  to  beat  it, 
"  and  ellect  its  junction  with  the  troops 
''under    Venegas.-- — »•  Already    had    the 
"  English  flaUered  themselves  with  getting 
"  to   Madrid ;    but  the  events  that   have 
"  passed  during  the  three  days  that  have 
"  elapsed,  have  a  good  deal  deranged  the 
"  plan  of  the   campaign.    *  His   majesty, 
**  after  the  affair  of  the  28th,  continued  to 
^  pursue  ihe  enemy,  who  arrived  on  the 
"  fine  position  of  Talavera,  and  intrenched 
"  themselves.     His  dispositions  announced 
"  an  intention  of  maintaining  himself  to 
"  the  last  extremity ;    yet,  after  having 
'*  been  vigorously  attacked  by  the  French 
*'  army,  having  lost  a  part  of  his  infantry 
"  and  a  whole  regiment  of  cavalry,   he 
"  abandoned  his  position.     In  these  cir- 
"  cumstances  the  French  have  proved,  as 
''they  have  always  done,  that,  whatever 
'*  be  the  position  and  number  of  their  ene- 
"  mies,  they  can  overcome  all  obstacles. 
"  The  EngUftli  and  insurgents  sustained 
"  great  loss:  ours  is  inconsiderable. — Ge- 
"  neral  LatourMaubourg's  division  entered 

"  Talavera  this  morning. Paris,  Aug.  9. 

"  -^\Ve  have  letters  from  Santa  OUala,  of 
**  die  2l^tb  ult.  at  ten  p.  m.  which  mention 
"  the  new  victory  gained  over  the  English, 
"  Portuguese,  and  insurgents.  The  loss 
"  of  tlie  English  is  enormous.  We  took 
**  SOO  infantry  prisoners,  and  a  whole  re- 
'*  giment  of  cavalry.    This  regiment  was 


'*  taken  by  one  of  ours  which  opened  its 
"  ranks  to  receive  the  charge,  and  then  cut 
"  otf  their  retreat. ,  The  rest  of  the  Eng- 
*'  lish  column,  which  constituted  the  whole 
"  force  of  the  enemy,  is  in  full  retreat." — 
The  Morning  Chronicle,  which,  for  rea- 
sons best  known  to  itself,  is  become  appa- 
rently an  ardent  admirer  of  the  Welles- 
leys,  says  of  this  French  account,  *'  Paris 
"  papers  conlain  a  mo^t  curious  account  of 
'*  the  battle  of  Talavera,  which  we  have 
"  introduced  into  our  columns  for  the 
"  wnusenient  of  our  readers/'  Now,  for  my 
part,  I  must  confess,  that  this  extract  from 
the  Paris  papers  does  appear  to  me  to  Af- 
ford very  little  of  what  is  generally  called 
amusement ;  that  js  to  say,  to  those  who 
feel  a  strong  des'u"c,  that  our  claim  to  the 

victory  may  be  established. It  is  trye, 

that  the  French  account  mav  be  false  ; 
nay,  it  is  pretty  certain,  that,  \u  some  re- 
spects, it  must  be  false.  The  Paris  ac- 
count anfl  that  of  Talavera  seem,  also,  to 
clash  with  one  anodier.  But,  the  worst 
of  it  is,  that  in  the  most  material  point  of 
all,  the  French  account  agrees  with  that 
of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  as  nearly  as  was 
to  be  expected-  I  allude  to  the  account 
of  the  prisoners  made  by  the  French;  or 
rather,  tl\ose  which  the  French  call  /)ri- 
soncrSf  and  whicH  we  call  missing.  The 
French  say  that  they  have  .taken  bOO  pri- 
soners, and  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  tells  us, 
that  there  were  in  his  army,  653  missing, 

together    with     lod    horses, There    is 

something  in  this  account  of  ^ir  Arthur 
Wellesley,  which  I  extremely  dislike.  He 
tells  us,  that  he  has  taken  "  some  prison- 
"  ers ;"  but,  he  does  not  tell  us  how 
many ;  though  he  certainly  had  it  in  his 
power  to  give  us  information  of  the  exact 
number  ;  and,  which  is  singular  enough, 
while  he  omits  to  give  us  an  account  of 
what  was  with'm  the  reach  of  his  owd 
knowledge,  he  is  very  particular  in  giving 
an  account  of  what  he  could  know,  only 
from  rupaour.  ,  He  tells  us  that  the  loss  of 
the  enemy  has  been  much .  greater  than 
his  own  loss;  that  he  is  informed,  that  eii« 
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tire  brigades  of  infantry  have  been  de- 
stroyed; that,  by  all  accounts,  the  eneray 
has  lost  ten  thousand  men ;  and   adds,  in 

Sositive  terms,  that  generals  Lapisse  and 
lorlot  are  killed,  and  that  generals  iSebas- 
tiani  and  Boulet.  are  wounded.  Now,  it 
does  appear  very  strange  to  me,  that  he 
should  be  able  to  ^eak  so  much  in  detail 
upon  these  matters,  while  he  was  unable, 
or,  if  not  unable,  unwilling,  to  give  us  any 
account  at  all  of  either  tne  rank  or  num- 
ber of  prisoners  whom  he  had  taken  firom 

the  enemy. ^I  also  greatly  dislike  the 

word  missing,  as  used  in  this  dispatch^  un- 
less it  had  been  accompanied  with  some 
explanation  as  to  what  was  become  of  the 
persons  missing.  If,  indeed,  our  army  had 
been  obliged  to  flee,  af\er,  or  during  the 
battle,  then  men  might  become  missing 
from  various  accidents ;.  or,  they  might  de- 
sert, and  so  become  missing.  But  in  the  pre- 
sent instance.  Sir  Arthur  Wellcsley  kept 
possession  of  the  field  of  battle ;  and,  there- 
tore/ had  it  completely  in  his  power  to 
Terify  how  many  of  the  enemy  he  killed  ; 
while  it  was  impossible  that  any  of  his 
people  could  be  lost,  except  fronx  death 
or  desertion ;  that  is  to  say,  unlesg  they 
wer6  taken  prisoners.  It  appears  to  me, 
therefore,  that,  under  such  circumstances, 
it  is  rather  unjust  to  the  parties  missing, 
not  to  accompany  the  statement  with  a 
proper  explanation.  Amongst  the  miss- 
ing, there  arc  five  captains,  three  lieute- 
cants,  and*  one  cornet ;  and,  ought  it  not 
to  be  stated,  that  these  gentlemen  are,  in 
all  probability,  prisoners  with  the  enemy  ? 
The  word  missing,  thus  used  without  any 
explanation,  seems  to  convey  an  idea, 
that  the  Commander  does  not  know  what 
is  become  of  the  persons  so  described  ; 
which  is  hardly  feir,  especially  when  we 
consider,  that  the  persons  thus  missing, 
have,  in  all  likelihood,  become  prisoners 
from  their  having  been  more  adventurous, 
that  is  to  say,  more  brave  than  the  ge- 
nerality of  the  army. The  French,  as 

il  was  very  easy  to  foresee  they  would, 
give  us  the  siqferiority  of  numbers*  They 
assert  indeed,  that  we  had  triple  their  num- 
bers. This  I  do  not  believe;  but,  we 
must  allow  either  that  we  had  doid)le  their 
numbers,  or  that  the  accounts  published 
in  England^  previous  to  the  news  of  the  bat- 
tle, respecting  the  force  of  Ckiesta  and  of  sir 
Arthur  Wcllesley,  were  shamefully  false. 
'Be  this  as  it  may,  the  world  will  ne- 
ver be  persuaded,  that  the  united  force  of 
the  Spaniards  and  the  English  was  not 
superior  to  that  of  th«  French.    This  is 


what  the  world  will  never  believe,  though 
we  were  to  fire  the  Park  and  Tower 
guns  till  there  was  not  a  single  cartridge 
left  in  the  kingdom.  And,  though  I  am 
fully  persuaded,  and  the  public  is  fully 
persuaded,  that  the  whole  of  the  hostility 
of  the  French  was  directed  against  the 
English  in  this  battle ;  yet,  we  must  allow, 
either  that  the  Spaniards  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  part  of  the  force  opposed  to  the 
French  that  day,  or  that  there  is  no  reli- 
ance to  be  placed  upon  the  Spaniards; 
and,  of  course,  that  we  are  fighting  in  a 
cause,  as  we  often  have  been  before,  in 
which  no  one  but  ourselves  feels  any  in- 
terest. To  one  of  these  propositions  we 
must  assent,  and  I  much  question,  whether 
Buonaparte  cares  a  straw  which  of  ihem 
we  chuse.—— Respecting  an  event  of  so 
doubtfijl  a  nature  in  itself  and  the  conse- 
quences of  which  were  far  from  being 
promisiVig,  our  government  might  surely 
have  been  less  hasty  to  speak  in  a  tooc 
of  exultation.  There  is  nothing  more  in- 
jurious to  any  cause  tlian  premature 
boasting.  Would  it  not  have  been  as 
well  to  suspend  the  firing  of  guns  and  tht 
making  of  illuminations,  until  we  could 
have  ascertained  what  had  become  of 
the  653  ofiicera  and  men  of  our  army, 
who  were  missing,  and  until  we  had 
received  an  account  of  the  rank  and  num* 
ber  of  those  whom  we  had  made  prisoners? 

Nevertheless,  the  liirelmg  prints  hi- 

form  ui,  that  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  is, 
on  account  of  this  victory,  to  be  mad*  a 
peer !  I  wonder  what  the  Spaniards, 
what  the  French,  what  all  other  nations 

will  say,  if  this  should  be  tbecase? ^As 

to  thjp  consequences  of  this  battle,  I  aa 
of  opinion  that  they  cannot  be  favourable 
even  to  the  further  operations  of  our  army, 
which,  as  far  as  one  can  judge  from  in- 
formation so  very  imperfect  as  that  which 
we  have  recently  received  from  Spaiaw 
Portugal,  appears  to  be  in  a  very  ticklish 
situation  ;  and,  as  to  the  general  caasc 
of  Spanish  independence,  what  do  w« 
want  more  to  convince  us  of  the  state  m 
which  that  is,  than  this  one  plain,  unde- 
nied,  and  undeniable  fact,  that,  ^o^  nnj« 
months  past,  about  one  tenth  part  jf  vie 
French  army  has  been  stationed  in  ^^JK 
ninsula,  and  that  the  *'  miversal  ^amsfi 
"  nation;'  united  with  the  universal  Portu- 
guese nation,  and  both  assisted  by  a  W-i- 
tish  army  commanded  by  an  o^'^"^'*' !Tj 
the  Morning  Chronifcle  says,  is  •'  entittea 
".to  rank  in   the  first  order  of  ^rma 
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laid  tenth  part  of  the  French  army  re- 
mains in  the  heart  of  Spain,  and  even  in 
the  capital  of  that  kingdom  ?  What  more 
do  we  want  to  convince  us  that  the  cause 
or8pani5h  independence  is  not  in  a  state 
to  warrant  any  of  those  €«pectations  which 
the  editors  of  the  hireling  prints  would 
have  us  entertain  ?  In  the  eyes  of  these 
wretches,  it  is  not  only  to  be  ignorant ; 
it  is  to  be  criminal,  to  doubt  of  the  truth 
of  any  of  those  assertions,  respecting  the 
fair  prospects  in  Spain,  which  assertions 
have,  in  the  end,  invariably  proved  to  be 
felse.  With  them,  not  to  believe  every 
exaggerated  statement,  either  in  our  own 
favour  or  against  our  enenfy,  is  to  be  the 
friend  of  that  enemy  ;  for  any  one  to  an- 
ticipate disaster  is  to  wish  it,  and  to  doubt 
the  existence  of  success  is  to  mourn  its 
reality.  The  wretches,  who  conduct  these 
prints,  seem  to  sigh  for  nothing  so  much 
as  for  grounds  of  accusation  against  a  part 
of  the  people  ;  and.  when  they  communi- 
cate to  their  re^^Iers  afi  account  of  any 
success  on  the  part  of  our  army,  our  fleet, 
or  on  the  part  of  our  allies,  they  are  sure 
Bot  to  forget  to  mention,  amongst  its  con- 
sequences, the  vwrtificution  qfihe  factious  at  ' 
home,  which  epithet,/a<;/2oiaf  they  apply  to  ; 
every  man,  who  wishes  for  a  reform  ol  | 
any  abuse,  or  the  reduction  of  any  public 
expence.  Now,  iAm  class  of  persons  is 
very  numerous  ;  it  is  notoriously  vei-y  nu- 
merous ;  and,,  if  these  publications  have 
any  sense  in  them,  it  is  this,  that  a  very 
considerable  part  of  the  people  of  England 
are  mortified,  when  they  hear  of  the  re- 
verses of  Napoleon,  and  pieased  when  they 
hear  of  his  success.  That  this  is  abomi^ 
nably  false  we  know ;  but,  if  it  \yere  pos- 
sible so  to  change  the  people  as  to  make 
it  true,  those  who  write  in  the  afore- men- 
tioned prints  would  certainly  produce  that 
change.  The  insolence,  which  they  never 
fail  to  discover,  when  they  comniuniciite 
any  thing  which  has  a  tendency  to  create 
a  belief  that  Napoleon  will  finally  be 
overthrown  ;  the  insoUnce,  which,  fipon 
JwA  occasions,  they  discover  ;  the  intoler- 
ance ;  the  persecuting  doctrines  they 
preach  ;  all  these  arc  calculated  to  pro- 
<luce  the  worst  4)osslble  efiect ;  to  imbitter 
the  minds  of  the  people  ;  to  implant  in 
their  hearts  a  fepling  of  resentment  too 
deeply  rooted  to  be  removed  even  by 
common  calamity  ;  and,  indeed,  to  make 
them  think  nothing  of  any  calamity,  when 
compared  with  the  ground  of  that  resent- 
»ent.  And  these,  too,  are  the  wretches, 
vho,  when  the  agut-fit  is  on  tbeut^  ^^1^  ^^ 


unanimity ;  as  if  a  nation  were  to  be  ren- 
dered unanimous  by  representing  five 
sixths  of  them  as  traitors  in  their  hearts  I 
1  know,  that  the  answer  of  these  vi- 
pers is,  that  those,  whom  they  so  repre- 
sent, are  "  a  mere  hmuyul  qf  jacobins."  Are 
they,  then,  js^obins  ?  And,  was  it  a  lumd- 
ftd  that  was  seen,  the  other  day,  assembled 
in  the  City  of  London  and  in  Middlesex  } 
Was  this  a  "  handful  ?"  Insolent  and 
empty  wretches,  was  this  a  handfuif^^^A 
do  hope,  however,  that  these  infamous  en- 
deavours to  divide  the  people  will  be  at- 
tended with  no  consequence  other  thaa 
that  of  the  disgrace  of  those  who  make  use 
of  them ;  and,  that,  in  our  resentments,  ua 
one  will  be  so  (injust,  or  so  foolish,  as  to 
confound  the  cause  of  these  wretches  with 

the  cause  of  his  country. For  my  own 

part,  I  am  resolved,  that  nothing  shall  in- 
duce me  to  suppress  my  opinions  of  any 
actual  ev^nt  of  the  war,  or  of  any  event 
that  I  anticipate  ;  and  I  am  also  resolved, 
that,  in  speaking  of  the  actions  and  cha- 
racter of  Napoleon,  I  will  take  no  liberties 
that  1  am  not  allowed  to  t>ake  with  any 
person:?  in  this  country  ;  and,  indeed,  how 
dare  I,  seeing  that,  if  peace  were  to  come, 
I  might  be  prosecuted  for  such  liberties, 
though  taken  many  years  before.  There 
is,  perhaps,  no  state  m  which  you  can  pos- 
sibly, exist  so  humiliating  to  you  as  that, 
which  freely  permits  you  to  assault  a  per- 
son for  certain  alledged  oftences  to-d^y^ 
and  which  punishes  you  for  the  same  as^ 
sault  to-morrow,  a  ch.nge  having  taken 
place  in  nothing  but  in  the  connection  be- 
tween the  person  assaulted  and  your  rulers. 
It  is  precisely, the  Life  of  a  dog,  let  loose 
to-day  upon  him,  for  only  barking  at  whom 
the  poor  cur  would  have  been  whipped ' 
but  yesterday.  This  dog's  life  I  will  not 
live.  I  will  say  nothing  of  Buonaparte  in 
time  of  war  that  t  dare  not  repeat  in  time 
of  peace  ;  but,  if  I  live  to  see  that  time,  I 
Will  not  fail  to  remind  the  hirelings  of  what 
they  now  arc  saying  of  him.  I  can  re- 
member when  these  same  hirelings  found 
him  full  of  all  manner  of  good  qualities  ; 
aye,  and  I  can  remember,  when  they 
abused  Spain  for  hesitating  to  give  up  to 
U0  a  part  of  her  territories,  which  Buona- 
parte, without  the  consent  of  Spain,  had 
given  to  us.  I  can  remember  when  these 
hirelings  abused  Spain  for  this;  and,  yet, 
they  now  abuse  Buonaparte,  because  he  is 
interfering  in  the  afl^irs  of  Spain  !  We 
complain  of  the  Moniteur;  we  affect  to 

I  believe  nothing  that  it  says ;  but  there  is 
nothing  in  the  Moniteur  a  millionth  nait 
,1   3  Digitized  by  Google 


963] 


POLITICAL  REGISTER— ?)l<?  Eitpe£iUn.  [264 


so  base  as  is  the  conduct  of  vur  hireling 
prints.  The  Moniteur,  notwithstanding 
what  ife  raight  haeje  done,  has  really  done 
nothing  worth  speaking  of  in  the  way  of 
exposure  of  certain  acts  and  persons  in  this 
country.  It  has  passed  all  orer  in  silence, 
or  in  saying  but  yerV  little  indeed.  This 
18,  too,  no  weak  proof  of  the  security  which 
Napoleon  feels  him  be  if  to  possess  in  the 
bearts  of  his  people.  He  doe^  not  stand 
in  need  of  any  attacks  upon  other  rulers. 
He  Ml  not  afraid,  that  his  people  will  sigh 
for  any  change  ;  or,  at  least,  he  is  so  con- 
fident of  his  power  over  them,  as  to  be 
nnder  none  of  those  apprehensions,  with 
which  onr' hirelings  choose  to  represent 
him  as  being  continually  haunted. 

The  Expedition  (for  that  is  the  name 
it  is  kno>iMi  by)  has,  at  last,  taken  Flush- 
tug,  and  made  its  garrison  prisoners  of  war. 

As  its  further  niovements  must  go  very 

soon  be  known,  it  would  be  oseless  to  oflcr 
Ihereon  any  conjectures;  but,  one  naay 
Tenture  to  assert,  without  waiting  for  any 
Airther  particulars,  that,  if  pkorc,  and  a 
great  deal  more,  be  not  done,  this  Armada 
will  be  the  laughing  stock  of  the  world. 
The  dispatches,,  giving  an  account  of 
what  has  hitherto  been  done,  are  very  long 
and  very  insipid.  More  than  two  thirds 
of  the  matter  consists  of  praises  and  com- 
plmcnts,  without  it  being  possible  for  any 
one  to  discover  an  adequate  cause.  Why, 
what  has  been  done  ?  What  is  it  that  all 
this  talk  is  about  ?  What  occasions  have 
there  been  for  drawing  forth  all  this  won- 
derful stock  of  merit  ?  In  the  taking  of  a 
place  like  Flushing,  with  such  an  immense 
force,  except  by  siorm,  it  appears  next  to 
impossible  that  there  can  be  any  ground 
for  the  bestowing  of  high  praise  on  many 
persons.  To  the  Engineer,  who  con- 
structed the  batteries,  and  to  a  small  num- 
ber of  persons  engaged  in  resisting  the 
sallies,  sonie  particular  mention  may  be 
xlue ;  but,  we  have  here  as  long  a  list  of 
praises  i>«  might  have  been  expected  after 
a  battl'^  like  that  of  Blenheim,  and,  in- 
deed, a  much  longer  list  than  did  actually 
accompany  the  account  of  that  battle. 
The  n,»vul  disj^atches,  upon  this  occasion, 
are  of  the  same  charj>rter.  "  Much  a-do 
*'  about  nothing."  LVrry  body  who  is 
named,  is  praised.  The  thing,  by  being 
so  common,  becomes  liitle  worth.  It  is 
like  the  tiring  of'  the  Park  and  Tower 
Guns,  and  llic  iliuniinaUons  atWhileiiall 
and  the  CJaming-Houscs.  Surely,  it  is  no 
•uch  great  thing  for  any  of  our  admirals 
•r  captains  to  pciform  this  or  that,  branch 


of  service  with  ability  and  zeal  ?  To  swell 
out  dispatches  with  praises  in  such  a  strain 
js  not  calculated  to  add  to  the  reputation 
of  the  navy,  whose  officers  never,  except 
upon  occasions  where  their  merit  appears 
in  a  very  conspicuous  light,  ought  to  be 
the  object  of  particular  praise  ;  because  to 
praise  them  tor  trifles  is  to  check,  instead 
of  encouraging  emulation.  In  such  a  ser- 
vice a  man  ought  to  feel  that  to  be^vy 
diingzt  all,  he  mustbegnea/^  merilorioos ; 
but,  according  to  the  new  system,  there 
are  degrees  of  praise  to  suit  all  si^es  of 
zeal,  talents,  ana  courage  ;  so  that  if  a 
man  has  but  tnodemiion  in  his  views  of 
fame,«he  need  never  despair  of  being  sa- 
tisfied. But,  the  worst  of  tt  is,  this  mode- 
ration is  not  at  all  calculated  to  produce 
that  sort  of  deeds,  which  support  the  repu- 
tation of  the  service  and  the  renown  of  the 
country,  and  which,  by  those  means,  taid 
to  the  preservation  of  the  country's  inde- 
pendence.  There  is  some   talk  of  an 

intention  to  keep  possession  of  the  island  of 
Walcheren,  and  to  retain  it  at  the  peace. 
When  we  speak  of  peace  it  ia  like  speaking 
of  posterity  ;  but,  whether  in  war  or  in 
peace,  I  cannot  ^hink  it  possible  kmg  to 
hold   this  island.     The  garrison  nwst  be 
very  numerous;   the  prcmisions  must  be 
sent  from  England  ;  the /we/  to  cook  tbco 
must  be  sent  from  Englaud  ;  and,  I  think 
it  not  unlikely,  that  no  small  part  of  tke 
waierr  for  ceitain  purposes,  at  least,  nMist 
be  sent  from  England.     The  pennaiient 
possession  of  the  island  would,  therefore, 
be  attended  with  an  enormous  expcnce, 
and  that,  too,  without  a  probability,  as ftra* 
1  can  see,  of  producing  any  proportioaate 
good  effect.     It  would,  perhaps,  pi«v«rt 
the  port  of  Antwerp  from  sending  fortn 
ships  of  war  against  us ;  but  Napoleon  htf 
so  many  other  ports,  that  this  wouW  be  no 
great  injury  to  him,  and  could  not  much 
retard  his  naval  projects,  unless,  indeed, 
we   were   able   to    block   up  closely  wl 
his  other  ports.     All  that  he  wants  to  do, 
at  present,  is  to  build  ships  and^ttbew^ 
Jbi'  sea.     He  may  build  a  fleet  ol  a  boodred 
sail  of  the  line  in  the  ScheWt,  in  ^^^^ 
our   possession  of  Walcheren,  or  of  tw 
whole  of  Zealand.     The  hemp  grows  m 
abundance  in  the  North  of  France  and  w 
the  whole  of  Belgium.     Oak  and  other 
timber,  of  all  sorts,  is  to  be  had  in  picotf 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Scheldt,  as  wdl  a* 
upon  those  of  the  Mcuse  and  the  BhiD«- 
The    couniries    which    these   "''®'?/^ 
throTigh  nre  covu red  with  forego!  D*J" 
wood  ;  and,'  from  .the  mountains  of  w 
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VoHg«5  and  of  the  Schwartzwald,  the  foot 
of  which  is  washed  by  the  Rhine,  there 
are  pines  as  good,  perhaps,  as  any  in 
Norway.  Hence  will  come  the  pitch  and 
tar  aiso  ;  and,  in  short,  without  receiving  a 
single  article  by  sea,  Buonaparte  may 
build  in  the  Scheldt,  and  at  a  compara- 
tively triflinff  expence,  a  number  oF  ships 
of  war  equal  to  that  of  the  English  fleet* 
Indeed,  the  fact  of  his  having  actually 
built  thirteen  ships  qfthe  line,  in  the  port  of 
Antwerp,  while  we  most  finnly  believed, 
that  he  had  not  the  means  of  building  a 
ship  of  the  line  any  where,  and  while  our 
inraiense  naval  force  was  employed  in 
blockading  his  ports,  and  cutting  off  bis 
commercial  communications ;  this  fact 
alone  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  convince  us, 
that  the  naval  resources  of  the  Scheldt  are 

very  great. ^The  possession,  therefore, 

of  Walchcren  by  us  will  not  prevent  Na- 
poleon from  building  ships,  from  building 
a  navy,  in  the  Scheldt ;  and,  unless  we 
could  be  certain  of  being  able  to  keep  the 
island,  the  possession  can  be  only  of  tem- 
porary use;  for,  the  moment  we  give  it  up, 
or  arc  driven  from  it,  that  moment  out 
comes  a  French  fleet — ^Some  say,  that 
Waicheren  is  accessible  by  means  of  the 
ice.  If  so,  it  cannot  be  tenable  against  a 
power  like  that  of  Buonaparte.  But,  this 
point  ought  to  have  been  ascertained,  be- 
fore any  expensive  attempt  had  been 
made  upon  it;  for,  if  it  be  accessible  by 
means  of  the  ice,  it  may  probably  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy  before  next 
Christmas,  and  that,  too,  with  great  loss 
on  our  part.  In  short,  if  the  possession 
of  tt  be  at  all  dependant  upon  the  frost, 
it  -would  be  greatly  criminal  in  any  mi- 
nister to  leave  a  garrison  in  it  at  any 
time  later  than  the  month  of  November. 

1  darCiSay,  that  the  public  in  general 

have  been  much  surprized  to  find,  that 
there  were  thirteen  new  ships  of  the  line 
in  the  Scheldt,  not  dreaming  that  there 
were  so  many  in  all  Napoleon's  domi- 
nions, and  not  having,  three  times  in  their 
lives,  heard  the  port  of  Antwerp  mention- 
ed. There  are  not  a  few  other  things  ex- 
isting^  of  which  the  people  of  England 
hear  nothing;    but,  of  which  they   xvill 

hear  by-dnd-by. At  the    peace   of 

Aft  lens,  I,  assisted  by  a  gentleman  who 
was  more  conversant  in  the  affairs  of  the 
eontinent,  ft>retold  what  this  port  of  Ant- 
werp Would  become,  if  )eh  in  the  hands  of 
tiie  Frerich.  *I1\e  prediction  was  treated 
as  a  dream  ;  but,  it  has  been  realieed  ; 
the  '*  dreiim  h  oaV'  ^  thie  old  women 


say ;  and,  a  most  fearful  dream  it  is.  It 
does,  in  short,  with  other  circumstances, 
render  it  next  to  impossible,  that  the  bat- 
tle for  the  independence  of  England  should 
not  be  Jindlif  fought  upon  English  gromd^ 
To  this,  after  all  our  endeavours  to  avoid 
it;  after  all  our  attempts  to  disguise  the 
fact  even  from  ourselves,  it  is  evident  that 
we  must  come  at  last.  In  this  view  of  the 
war,  every  proof  of  the  valour  of  our  army 
is  greatly  valuable  to  us ;  and,  as  far  as 
the  army  has  had  opportunities  of  shewing 
its  excellence,  it  has,  I  believe,  shewn  it 
upon  this  occasion. 

Loui)    Gambier. ^The  news-papers 

state,  that  "  the  enemy's  fleets  and  squad- 
'*  rons  this  side  of  Gibraltar,  being  either 
"  destroyedor  rendered  useless,  Lord  Gambier 
''  and  Sir  John  Thomas  Duckworth  hav^ 
"  arrived  in  town ;  their  ships  pot  being 
'^  now  kept  in  an  efficient  state  for  sea,  their 
"  crews  have  been  put  into  smaller  ves» 
"  sels."  So  !  So  !  What,  then,  the  ene- 
mies' fleets  were  all  destroyed  in  Basqui 
Roads,  I  suppose  ?  I  have  heard  of  no 
destruction  of  his  fleets  since  the  des* 
truction  caused   by  Lord  Cochrane  aiMi 

his   gallant   crew. The  view,  with 

which  the  above  quoted  paragraph  has 
been  published,  is  plain  enough.  There 
is  sqarcely  any  one  so  dull-eyed  as  not  to 
see  the  bottom  of.  But,  it  will  not,  and  must 

not,  succeed. -The  Court-Martial  at 

Portsmouth  must  not  be  passed  over  in 
that  silence,  in  which  some  persons  are  so 
anxious  to  see  it  buried.  The  Evidencfi 
there  given  (that  most  curious  Evidence!) 
requires  to  be  laid  before  the  public  iu  a 
shape  more  clear  and  less  expensive  and 
cumbrous  than  it  how  is.  This  task  I 
shall  endeavour  to  perform  in  the  course 
of  two  or  three  Numbers. 

Austria. ^The    publjc   cannot    bat 

have  observed  the  high-flown  praises, 
which  the  hireling  prints  have  constantly 
bestowed  upon  the  Archduke  Charles,  as 
often  as  the  Austrians  have  been  at  war 
with  France.  These  very  prints,  the  Svv, 
the  Courier,  the  Morning  Post,  and 
others,  are  now  attacking  this  same  Arch- 
duke, with  the  utmost  virulence  of  lan- 
gfuage.  Upon  this  subject  the  Statesman 
news-paper  asks :  **  Are  the  people  of 
'•  England  prepared  to  acquiesce  in  that 
•'  degradation — that  desthtction  qf  character, 
*'  which  is  now  manifestly  meditated  digSiimi 
"  this  illustrious  Commander,  on  whosa 
"  individual  talents  and  exertions  we  were, 
"  but  a  lew  short  weeks  ago,  taught  to  be- 
"  lieve  .the  fate  of  Europe  rested  ? "   Why, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


SST] 


POLITICAL  REGISTER.— Par/w«4fn/ary  Rifam. 


[26S 


no:  I  do  not  believe,  that  the  people  of 
England  are  prepared  for  this ;  but, 
if  the  Archduke  Charles  advises  peace 
with  France  ;  if  he  prefers  saving  a 
remnant  of  .power  for  his  family,  ra- 
ther than  expose  the  last  stake  to  cer- 
tain destruction  for  the  sake  of  favouring 
the  views  of  the  ministers  of  England,  we 
may  be  sure,  that  there  are  some  persons, 
who  arc  prepared  for  this,  and,  if  within 

their  power,  for  a^eat  deal  more. 

Oh  !  monstrous  !  To  accuse  this  Arch- 
duke of  folly,  of  imbecility,  and  almost 
of  treason,  when,  only  a  few  wrecks  ago, 
be  waii  almost  a  God  in  their  eyes,  and 
when  it  cannot  be  forgotten,  that  he  was  a 
subject  of  praise  even  in  the  last  Speech 
from  the  throne  f  *'  By  presuming,"  says 
the  Morning  Chronicle,  "  that  he  desires 
"  peace  with  France,  sufficient  is  known 
*'  for  the  principle  which  regulates  the 
*'  praise  or  censure  of  these  sagacious  po- 
*'  liticians.  They  take  it  for  granted  that 
*'  all  foreigners  ought  to  join  with  us  in  9up» 
«'  porting  our  interests,  and  to  consider  the 
*'  interests  of  their  own  countries  only  as 
*'  secondary  offjects*  He  who  is  for  us  has 
-"  a  title  to  their  unqualified  praise;  but 
"  the  moment  any  one  ceases  to  act  as 
**  we  would  have  him,  be  the  cause  what  it 
*'  may — good  or  bad — no  matter,  he  must 

*'  be  an  object  of  imqualified  abuse/' 

This  is  very  true.  It  has  been  their  in- 
variable practice.  Every  foreign  prince, 
or  individual,  no  matter  what  his  rank 
or  character,  becomes  an  object  of  abuse 
the  moment  his  conduct  is  such  as  these 
liirelings  deem  hostile  to  our  interests. 
They  really  seem  to  think,  that  all  the 
world  is  made  to  be  subst  rvient  to  our  in- 
terests, or  imaginary  interests  ;  or  rather, 
to  the  politics  of  the  English  ministry.— 
Why,  have  not  tlie  Austrians  ventured^ 
enough?  What  would  we  have  more  of 
them  ?  What  would  we  have  the  Arch- 
duke or  any  other  man  do  with  such  an 
army  as  he  has  described  in  his  Orders, 
issued  after  the  battle  of  Wagram  ?  An 
army  that  he  accuses  of  every  species  of 

nnsoldierlike  Tind  coicardfy  condqct? 

Yet,  the  hireling  prints,  are  now  endea- 
vouring to  pei-suade  the  public,  that  this 
same  i«rmy  is  capable  of  eflecting  the 
*'  dehverance  oi'  Europe."  Was  ever  infa- 
tuation eq'vial  to  that  which  can  iiiduce 
n  people  lo  listen  to  such  gross  attempts 

at  duct, J  ion! That    these     liirelings 

.gpe\k  froni  any  authority,  upon  this  occa- 
sion, is  scarcely  credible;  and  yet,  what 
shouid  auve  given  them  their  cue  ?    What 


should  have  made  them,  all  at  once,  open, 
full  cry,  upon  the  poor  Archduke  ?  They 
must  have  had  something  like  certain  in- 
formation,  that  be  is  in  favour  qf  peace  xciih 
Napoleon,  That,  we  may  be  assured,  they 
Qrmly  believe^  at  any  rate ;  and,  in  all  pro- 
bability, the  fact  is  so. 

Parliamentary  Refoum Below,  the 

reader  will  find  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Wor- 
th ingTon  to  Major  CARTwaiGiiT,  in  reply 
to  Lord  Selkirk's  Letter  to  the  Major. 
His  lordship  i»  here  completely  answered 
as  far  as  relates  to  France;  and,  as  to  Ame- 
rica, besides  what  Mr.  Worthington  has 
said  respecting  universal  suffrage,  whiit  ana- 
logy is  there  in  the  twe  cases  ?  Lord  Sel- 
kirk might  as  well  have  cited  the  govern- 
ment ol^the  Indians  or  the  Negroes.  Have 
they  any  King  in  America  ?  Have  they  any 
House  qf  Lords  f  In  short,  what  similarity 
is  there  in  the  state  of  the  two  countries  ? 
In  America  the  Governors  and  President 
are  elective ;  and,  as  Judges  may  become 
Governors,  they  act  upon  the  bench  with  a 
view  to  their  future  elections ;  they  can- 
vass in  their  citarges,  judgments,  and  deci- 
sions. This  is  truly  abominable.  It  is  the 
very  worst  system  of  tyranny.  But,  what 
/las  this  to  do  with  tis  and  our  question  qf  Par- 
liameniary  Rrfomi,  my  Lord  Selkirk  ?  Have 
we  any  Governors  and  Presidents  ?  Can 
our  Judges  or  Chancellors  ever  become  our 

chief  magistrates  ? 1  shall  continue  this 

subject  in  my  next. 

Mr.  Town$end*s  Letter,  in  explanation 
of  what  was  said  at  the  Middlesex  Meeting 
about  tythes,  as  connected  with  Parliament' 
ary  Kefbrtn,  shall  appear  in  the  next  Regis- 
ter. It  should  have  been  inserted  in  the 
present;  but  I  am  sure  that  when  Mr. 
Townsend  has  read  the  Letter  of  Mr.  Wor- 
thington, he  would  be  very  sorry  if  any 
part  of  it  had  been  left  out. 

W »«.  COBBETT. 

Botley,  Thursday,  24M  Augtist  1  «09. 


A  LETTER  TO 

JOHN  CARTWRIGHtI  esq. 

In  Reply  to  the  Earl  of  Selkirk's  Letter  to  hkh 
on  the  subject  (f  Parliamentary  Rrfomi' 

Dear  Sir, — A  venerable  and  excellent 
friend  of  yours,  my  neighbour,  here,  has 
just  put  into  my  hands  the  Earl  of  Selkirk'* 
Letter  to  you,  containing  his  own  account 
of  his  reasons  for  declining  to  act  A'  ^ 
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Steward,  at  the  late  Meeting  for  Promotion 
of  Parliamentary   Reform ;    from   whose 
well- merited   celebrity  my  expectation  I 
own,  was    highly  excited. — I    was    very 
anxious  to  know  what  more  could  be  said 
on  the  other  side ;   I  therefore  looked  from 
the  pen  of  Lord  S.  for  a  novel  exhibition, 
either  of  powerful  argument,  which  might 
stagger,  if  not  convince  ;  or  for  a  defence 
in  some   theory  at  all  events  ingenio^us,  if 
not  &rnn  and  sound,  for  the  universally  ac- 
knowledged corruptions.     In  short  if,  ow- 
ing to   Ixjrd  S.'s  unfortunate  side  of  the 
question,  1  should  be  disappointed  of  a  so- 
lid joint,  I  yet  expected  the  savoury  re- 
mains of  the  late  Edinburgh  Reviewers, 
served   up   again  with  superior  skill  in  a 
high  seasoned  curry  or  baggies,  exquisite 
at  least,  if  not  digestible.     In  both  these 
respects  my  expectation  has  been  baulked ; 
and  I  have  got  up  hungry  and  disap{>oint- 
ed — yet    not  'dissatisfied. — There   is   one 
point,  however^  at  starting,  in  which  I  claim 
a  full  concurrence  with  the,  noble  writer — 
Where,  stating  his  defection  from  himself, 
as  well  as  from  his  deceased  father  and 
brother,  he  ofters  in  their  names  the  just 
tribute  of  respect  to  your  character.  Those 
names  are  venerable ;  that  of  his  brother 
especially  is  dear  not  only  to  those  who 
knew  his  candid  nature,,  but  for  his  en- 
large and  philanthropic  spirit  is  dear  to 
his  country,  and  would  have  been  equally 
dear,  if  he  could  have  been  equally  known, 
to  the  universal  world.     I  will  add,  that  in 
the  entertaiomeot  of  the  great  question  now 
before  us,  the  best  part  of  the  publie  will 
with  me  regret,  that  their  heir  as  well  as 
successor  in  talent,  should,  in  expatiating 
upon  their  political  opinions,  have  ex* 
ptmged  with  his  own  hand  this  quarter 
irom  the  shield  of  his  descent — I  must  be- 

E'n  with  a  rapid  synopsis  of  the  Letter. 
>rd  Selkirk  accounts  for  this  his  change  , 
of  opinion,  both  firom  his  family  and  from 
himielf,  on  the  ground  of  the  opportunity 
(page  0)  which  he  had,  but  "  which  they 
**  never  had,  of  seeing  the  practical  appli- 
"  cation  of  those  principles,  from  which 
"  they  expected  consequences  so  beneh- 
"  ciaf/' — He  then  instances  America  as 
the  BC&ie  of  this  application  (pages  6  &  7) 
Imt  expressly  declines  on  the  score  of 
their  length,  (page  $)  to  go  into  the  rea- 
lonings,  which  have  occurred  to  him, ''  as 
•*  to  the  source  of  the  fallacy,'*  (now  in- 
deed pretty  prevalent,  if  it  is  one,  in  Eng- 
land) that  a  Parliamentary  Reform  wouU 
''  have  the  efiects,  which  its  most  Hncere 
"  and  sealoiu  friends  anticipate."    Alas  i 


these  "  reasonings,"  long,  or  short,  are  tlie 
very  things  we  wanted !  He  then  proceeds 
(pages  9  &  10)  to  tlie  common  places  of 
corrections  endangering  benefits,  of  our 
enviable  mass  of  public  happiness,  &c.  &c. 
till  he  ends  at  the  end  of  page  9  in  the  (as 
himself  allows)  "  hacknied  topic"  of  the 
French  Revolution ; — which  continues  t^ 
page  1 1-,  where  *^  the  necessary  tendency 
"of  elections  purely  ^eraocratical'*  are 
ably  pointed  out.  Then  (page  15)  come  the 
Edinburgh  Reviewers,  or  "  commendable 
representation  by  family  influence/'  &c. — 
until  page  16,  where  the  noble  writer  re^ 
turns  to  his  favourite  topic,  America,  again, 
and  to  "  Peter  Porcupme,"  (pages  18  and 
19)  wherein  it, is  contended,  when  we 
translate  the  passages  into  plain  English, 
that  it  is  more  important  to  remove  abuses, 
than  their  causes;  followed  by  an  apostro- 
phe or  avowal  on  the  part  of  Lord  S.  him- 
self, which,  as  the  opponent  of  so  hpnest 
and  popular  a  measure  as  Parliamentary 
Reform,  he  seems  lo  have  tliought  neces- 
sary, and  to  which  the  reader  will  of  course 
give  creclit,  "  that  he  is  tliexlecided  friend 
*'  of  every  just  measure  of  oBconomicai 
"  reform."  Pages '20,  '2],  &  finis,  contain 
an  appeal  to  the  friends  oF  Reform,  de- 
precating their  efforts,  by  a  suggestion, 
that  this  bustle  about  Parliamentary  Re- 
form will  defeat  all  other  salutary  re- 
forms.— Yet  are  we  convinced  (probably 
by  our  malevolence)  that  it  is  the  appre- 
hemion  excited  in  the  minds  of  the  go- 
vernment by  tliis  question,  or  bustle,  sole- 
ly, which  has  put  the  ministry  upon  the 
^ui  vive,  on  the  subject  pf  any  sort  of  Re- 
form whatsoever! — Having  taken  this  ra- 
pid view  of  the  grounds  on  which  Lord  S. 
has  chosen  to  rest  the  argument,  and  whicb 
certainly  are  neither  new,  nor  striking,  I 
proceed  to  follow  him  upon  those  grounds^ 
w*liich,  after  all,  afford  but  a  mere  argu- 
ment of  analogy,  leaving  the  principle,  a« 
I  trust  to  shew,intirely  undecided  and  even 
untouched.  I  regret  that  a  man  of  Lord. 
S.'s  abilities  should  have  blinked  the  prin- 
ciple 'y  I  wouldfar  more  willingly  have  met 
him  in  the  noble  field  of  general  argument. 
For  I  want  to  know  from  a  man  of  his  ca- 
pacity, what  connection  there  is  between 
Rotten  Boroughs  and  any  of  the  valuable 
privileges  (yet Extant)  of  Englishmen.  A 
case  in  point  just  occurs.  I  am  writing 
this,  not  in  my  own  house,  bat  in  the  Isle 
of  Wight ;  now  I  long  to  know  from  Lord 
S.  by  any  induction,  however  ingenious,  in 
what  way  the  protection  of  the  liberty  of 
the  Sulyect^  the  purity  of  the  distribatioa 
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of  justice  in  this  Island,  or  the  security  in 
which  every  man  in  it  may  enjoy  the  fruit 
of  his  industry  (pages  9  &  10)  are  or  pos- 
sibly can  be,  in  any  the  remotest  way,  in- 
debted to,  or  promoted  by  a  reverend  gen- 
tleman (these  Sacred  Politicians  jostle  us 
every  where  !)  returning  4  membei-s  of 
parliament  for  two  boroughs  just  under  my 
liose ;  white  another  borough  has  its  mem- 
bers returned  by  two  persons,  the  whole 
Island  being,  in  fact,  represented  by  three 
persons.-^]  wish  a  reason  why  the  proper- 
ties and  rights,  personal  and  judicial,  of 
the  inhabitants  ofthis  Island,  would  not  be 
as  well  preserved  by  permitting  the  sub- 
stantial inhabitants  themselves  in  this  Is- 
land to  chuse  the  guardians,  whom  they 
might  think  the  fittest  to  preserve  them,  as 
they  are  likely  to  be  preserved  by  allow- 
iTig  one  person  to  have  the  nomination  of 
fbur  of  these  guardians,  and  two  other  in- 
dividuals^ in  like  manner^  the  nomination 
ot  the  remaining  two.  And  again,  if 
it  shall  further  appear  that  these  guar- 
dians of  the  whole,  so  nominated  by  indi- 
viduals, shall  exercise  a  right  of  tax- 
ing the  propertied  of  the  whole  of  the  in- 
habitants, and  shall,  all  or  any  of  them, 
(F  mean  these  guardians)  receive  out  of 
the  produce  of  such  taxes,  money  in  any 
shape,  offices,  or  honours,  for  themselves  or 
families,  wherewith  to  indemnify  them- 
selves for  the  sums  which  they  may  have 
paid  to  those  individuals  (the  creators  of 
our  guardians!)  for  their  nomination, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed,  how,  in  such 
a  predicament  as  this^  the  right  of  nomi- 
nating such  guardians  can  be  lodged  so, 
ov  more,  dangerously  than  in  the  hands  of 
such  individuals,  that  is,  in  other  words, 
in  close  or  rotten  boroughs ;  or  how  worse 
guardians  for  their  properties,  &c.  could, 
nnder  any  imaginary  system  of  appoint- 
ment:, be  appointed.  Until  those  can  be 
answered,  I  shall  esteem  every  conclusion 
drawn,  analogically,  from  Anierica,Frarfce, 
or  elsewhere  to  be  puerile  and  incon- 
sequent, even  did  such  analogies  as  Lord 
S;  tissumes,  really  exist.  Which  I  now 
proceed  to  attempt  to  shew  have  no  exist- 

"  ence  whatever,  but  in  his  lordship's  imagi- 
nation and  assumption. First,  then,  to 

America;'  and  herein  I  have,  in  common 
with  other  gentlemen,  to  complain  of  a 
serious  ihisreprescntntioii  of  oar  avowed 
principles.  Lord  S.  has  iniputed  hy  im- 
plication to  the  Stewards  of  the  Meeting 
m  promotfon  of  Parliamentary  Reform  an 
dbject,  not  onlywhich  they  never  had, 

^but  which  they  distinctly  and  unanimous" 


tsts 


ly  disavowed  ;  I  mean  uniceraal  Suffrage,--- 
1  will  very  readily  agree  with  Lord  S. 
(page  6)  that  universal  sufiiage  ami  fra* ' 
quency  of  election  may  prove  no  bar  to  the 
misconduct  of  representatives,  that  a  po- 
litical adventurer,  raised  to  power  by  po- 
pular favour,  i.^  fully  as  likely  to  abuse  that 
power,  as  is  the  purchaser  of  a  rotten  bo- 
rough.— In  short,  I  will  go  much  fanlier 
than  Lord  S.  for  I  will  assert  that  political 
adventurers  raised  to. power  by  any  meaus 
whatsoever  are  the  great  bane  of  our  go- 
vernment. I  further  contend  and  insist, 
that  totten  boroughs  are  the  nurses  and 
cradles  of  these  adventurers ;  and  it  is 
expressly  to  extinguish  such  aSventorera, 
that  we  wish  to  extend  the  rights  of  suf- 
frage to  solid  Householders  and  Tax-payeri, 
and  allow  no  others  to  manufacture  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  as  journeymen  do  pins 
and  buttons,  for  their  private  emolument! 
Granting  then,  that  the  American  govern- 
ment, founded  (as  Lord  S.  says  it  is)  on 
universal  suffrage,  to  be  as  bad  as  Peter 
Porcupine  shews,  or  Lord  S.  for  the  sake 
of  his  argument  can  wish  it  to  be,  still,  as 
uni venial  sufliage  is  absolutely  exploded 
by  the  Reformists  in  England,  who  met  at 
the^  Crown  and  Anchor,  and  the  two  cases 
consequently  without  analogy,  I  must  con- 
tend, in  Opposition  to  the  noble  author,  lliat 
the  practical  results,  of  the  government  of 
America,  founded  on  universal  suffrage, 
do  not  furnish  any  ccnclusi9n  which  could 
properly  have  caused  a  change  in  the  opi- 
nions of  the  lute  Lords  Selkirk  and  Daer, 
had  they  been  now  living,  as  to  tlie  actual 
tendency  of  a  Reform  of  the  House  of  Cotn- 
mons  in  England  ;  a  Reform  which  is  to 
be  principally  accomplished  by  cutting 
off  the  close  franchises  and  rotten  boroughs, 
and  extending  the  rights  of  suilrage,  of 
which,  in  every  instance  whatever,  proper- 
ty is  proposed  to  be  the  l^asis  and  qualifi- 
cation. I  need  say  nothing  as  to  the  pro- 
posed shortening  of  the  duration  of  Par- 
liament, as  such  proposition  is  not  only 
strictly  constitutional,  but  is  conformable 
to  the  actual  practice  of  th«  best  periods 
of  our  government;  it  is  moreover  abso- 
lutely impotent  to  any  mischief  and  alone 
potent  to  good.  Fi>i'  if  the  conduct  of  th« 
representative  is  what  it  ought  to  be,  his 
constituents  ran,  and  of  course  will  re- 
elect him,  and  if  it  is  not  what  it  ought  to 
be,  why,  then,  the  shorter  the  period  al- 
lowed him  to  misbehave  himself  tlie better. 

Having  shewn  then,  as  I  conceive, 

that  Lord  S/s  argument  can  derive  ,no 
benefit  whatever  from  his  instance  of  Anie- 
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rica,  I  proceed  to  his  next  instance  of 
France  in  i789,  reservi^ig  to  njyself,  if  I 
still  have  room,  a  few  remarks  (in  con- 
cluding) oo  the  subject  of  Aiperica,  which 
has  been  dragged  forward,  so  irrelevantly 
as  I  conceive,  into  this  discussion. — Isow, 
with  respect  to  France,  the  analogy  is 
still  niure  uulbriunatt;,  I  mean  that  Lord 
S.'s  objection  to  the  conduct  of  the  then 
French  Patriots  is  still  more  unreasonable 
and  inapplicable  than  is  his  instance 
from  Ainerica.-^To  show  which,  it  will 
be  necessary,  whilst  considering  the  his- 
torical fact  which  Lord  S.  has  cited^ 
to  refer  to  two  or  three  authentic  con- 
temporary as  well  as  former  facts,  which 
Lord  S.  has  not  cited,  and  which  certainly 
would  not  at  all  have  suited  the  noble  au- 
thor's argument. — Before  entering  into 
this  discussion  respecting  Revolutionary 
France,  1  must  beg  to  premise,  that  it  is  a 
topic,  whic  h  of  all  otJuTs  I  would  have 
deprecated,  as  1  thoroughly  and  seriousl\ 
do  its  results.  '  It  has  nuihmg  in  it  in  com- 
mon with  the  situation  of  England,  which 
can  identify  the  tendency  of  any  of  the 
acts  of  the  two  nations,  and  it  necessarily 
leads  into  digression  at  least  Ubcle-^s,  if  not 

acrimonious. To  the  point ;  "The  king 

"  of  France  in  J78£f  did,"  1  will  grant  as 
Lord   8.    assumes,  *'  nliir   the    important 
'*  concession  That  no  taxes  should  for  the: 
**  future  be  levied  without  the  auth<jr'ty  o> 
"  the  States  Genervi i^undcr  the  couduDh  that  u 
'*  tlundd  be  crnislituted  cicou'din^  to  Us  andcnt 
*[form  in  three  Chwubfrsi'^  but  did  the  kin^ 
distinctly  oftVr   that    the   dissent    of  the 
Tiers  Liat  should  disable  the  acts  or  votes 
of  the*  01  her  two  orders  ynd(.i  ftisconiroul,  in 
case  they  should  vot<'   taxes  to  which  the 
Tiers  Etat  would  no.   assent?    In  a  worJ, 
^as  it's  assent  made  t^e  essence  of  taxa- 
tion,  as  in  England,  where   Money  Bills 
Qot  only  originate  with  the  Commons,  but 
are  never  allowed  to  be  in  any  the  slightest 
respect  altered  elsewhere? — And  even  if  the 
King  (Louis  xvi)  bad  promised  this^  who 
^as  to  compel  the  Court,  or  his  Ministry,  by 
whom  he  was  governed,  to  fultil  the  pro- 
mise?   Or  if  he. had  fulfilled  it  himself, 
^od  \D  his  t)wn  government,  who  was  to 
compel  his  successor,  who  had  made  no 
wch   promise    to    imitate    his    fidelity  ? 
Was  there    in    France    any  extant   vo- 
kme  containing  the  asserted  Rights  of  the 
Sobject,wiih  the  example  of  one  monarch 
capitally  punished,  and  another  deposed 
fad  driven  out  of  the  country  by  popular 
^dignation  for  violation  of  such  Rights  }-^ 
\^  short,  was. there  any  Code  of  Rights 


then  extant  in  France,  dear  to  the  people 
by  inheritance,  and  familiar  to  them  by 
inalienable  and  imprescriptible  enjoy- 
ment, which  the  Government,  backed  by 
a  mercenary  ,  army,  would  not  thereafter 
have  darjed  to  attack  ?  and  this,  not  oi\ly 
without  any  prospect  of  profaablt^  Kucttss ; 
but  with  the  certainty  of  calling  th« 
whole  n.aion  upon  its  legs  into  thi^  field 
against  them  in  defence  of  lu  notorious 
privileges?  Was  there  no  Bastille  in 
France,  noLettresde  Cachet  f  Even  grant- 
ing that  the  sub.nantive  asst^nt  of  the  Tieva 
Etat  to  the  levy  of  taxes  could  have  hevn 
indefeasibly  secured  to  thai  urdvr  (which 
is  a  very  liberal  concession  on  my  parL) 
can  Lord  S.  shew  that  theFr^^fJoin  oi  the 
Election  of  its  members  would  never  have 
been  violated  ?  Has  Lord  ;S.  forgotten  that 
a  King  was  driven  from  the  British  throne 
"  for  having  violated  thc  Freedom  of" 
"  Election  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
"  ment  •  for  divers  arbitrary  and  illegal 
*'  courses;  for  having  caused  to  be  rer 
•*  turned  of  late  years  partial,  corrupt,  and 
"  unqualiiied  per^^ons  to  serve  on  Juries  on 
"  Trials,  and  par^cularly  divers  Jurors  on 
*'  Trials  for  High  Treason,  who  wer^  not 
"  Freeholders;  for  having  required  exces- 
"  sive  Bail  of  persons  committed  in  cri- 
'•  miual  ca-es  to  eiude  the  benefit  of 
•'  laws  made  for  the  Liberty  of  the  JSub- 
"  jects  ;  and  for  having  imposed  excessive 
"  Fines,  and  illegal  and  cruel  Punishments, 
"  &:c.  &c.  ?"  Has  Lord  S.  forgot  that  thiy 
is  the  declaratory  part  of  the  Bill  of  Rights 
of  Englishmen?  an!  does  the  noble  author 
in  principle  deny  thc-c  Kights  ?  Does  h^ 
ttiink  that  a  Frenchman,  by  fhe  Being 
who  created  Man,  was  not  invested  with 
;he  same  Rights  a^  an  Englishman  ?  i)oe$ 
h(^  contend,  that  an  hereditary  despotism 
canon  that  account  prcscr.be  against  the 
imprescriptible  rights  of  mankind  ?  Had 
the  French  nation  then,  I  repeat,  any 
guarantee  in  any  of  its  actual  circum- 
stances, that  the  Freedom  of  Election! 
would  not  have  been  violated  ?  Had  they 
a  constitutional  security  against  any  arbi^ 
trary  and  illegal  courses?  Had  they  any 
Juries  whatsoever,  Freeholders  or  others, 
in  State  Trials  ?  Was  not  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  as  partial,  corrupt,  and  de- 
pendant as  it  pleased,  and  who  could  make 
it  otherwise,  or  call  it  to  account?  and 
with  respect  to  excessive  Bail,  Fines,  and 
illegal  and  cruel  Punishments,  were  they 
not  inflicted  at  the  arbitrary  will  of  every 
ministry?  Perhaps  Lord  S.  may  ,be  cf 
opinion,  tkat  this  if  the  way»  in  which. 
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the  mass  of  mankind  ought  to  be  govern- 
ed ;  and  that,  except  as  to  the  contribu- 
tion of  their  money,  (a  matter  much  re- 
garded in  Scotland)  they  have  no  other 
rights !  The  noble  lord  in  fine  must  either 
Admit  this  to  be  his  opinion  and  political 
principle,  or  he  must  abantlon  his  argu- 
ment. For,  if  the  French  nation  had  any 
right  to  something  more  than  a  mere  vote 
as  to  taxation,  they  ought  not  to  have  been 
satisfied  with  that  offer  of  the  King,  which 
Lord  S.  argues  ought  to  have  satisfied  them. 
Leaving,  then,  his  lordship  to  take  his  elec- 
tion between  the  abandonment  of  his  ar- 
gument, or  of  thost  principles,  detestable 
to  an  English  ear,  which  he  must  maintain, 
if  he  does  not  abandon  his  argument,  I 
will  now  cite  to  the  reader  a  few  of  the 
acts  of  the  French  Government,  contempo- 
rary with  the  offer  of  Lewis  the  xvith,  to 
aibandon  the  levy  of  taxes  without  consent 
of  the  States  General ;  by  w  hich  he  may 
judge  of  the  spirit  of  that  Government,  and 
of  the  probable  value  to  the  nation  of  that 
Right  which  in  words  was  so  ofiered  to  be 
conceded.  When  M.  Calonne  assembled 
the  Notables,  although  they  were  all  nomi- 
nated by  the  king,  it  was  determined  to 
have  them  still  more  humbly  devoted  to  the 
views  of  the  Government,  than  even  such 
a  nomination,  if  at  all  respectable  in  the 
eyes  of  the  countiy,  would  have  made 
them.  Calonne  therefore,  by  a  stratagem, 
that  of  dividing  the  whole  body  into  seven 
Committees  ot  20  Members  each,  and  in 
making  the  decision,  to  depend  upon  a 
majoriy  qf  Commiitres,  contrived  that  a 
majority  of  four  of  the  Committees,  being 
only  44- persons,  sjiould  beamajorityof  140 
persons,  which  was  the  number  of  the  Nota- 
bles, an  1  this  number  he  reasonably  assum- 
ed, either  by  consulting  hisown  experience, 
or  possibly  by  information  from  England, 
might  bp.  always  obtained  in  any  assembly 
in  favour  of  a  court.  But,  although  an  able 
financier,  Calonne  miscalculated ;  and 
this  body,  even  so  constituted,  would  not 
impose  any  taxes ;  (a  matter  scarcely  to 
be  believed  in  England!)  concurring  in 
the  opinion  that  it  had  nut  authority.  It 
however  recommended  two  new  taxes  to 
be  enrogi  stored  by  the  Parliament,  a  Stamp 
and  a  L md  Tax.  On  the  Parliament  re- 
plying, in  words  which  should  be  writ- 
ten in  j:old,  *'  that  witli  such  a  revenue 
"  as  the  nation  then  supported,  the  name 
**  of  Taxes  ou^ht  not  to  be  mentioned 
f  unless  fw  the  purpose  of  reducing  them/' 
what  was  the  answer  of  that  Court,  which 
was  so  benignly  about  to  oibr  to  the  peo- 


ple of  France,  what  Lord  S.  commends, 
and  thinks  they  ought  to  have  accepted  ^ 
the  right  of  imposing  their  own  Taxes? 
Why,  the  answer  was,  a  compulsory  enrc- 
gistering  of  the  Tdxes  in  question!  and 
when  the  Parliament  struck  this  out  at 
their  next  fi-ee  meeting,  all  the  members 
were  served  writh  Uares  de  cachet  (a  practice 
which  M.  Fayette  observes  a  majority  of 
the  Nobles  at  the  Stance  of  the  Notables 
appeared  in  i^vour  of)  and  exiled  to 
Trois. — Continuing  there  inflexible,  it  vras 
soon  after  recalled  to  Paris,  when,  in  some 
further  contests,  which  arose  with  the 
Court,  the  Parliament  at  last  declared, 
that  the  Right  of  enregisterinc:  Edicts  for 
Taxes  belonged  only  to  the  States  (kne- 
ral,  and  therefore  they  would  no  longer 
continue  even  to  debate  upon  it.  It  was 
very  soon  after  this  that  the  King  came  to 
Paris,  and  held  a  personal  meeting  of  eight 
hours  with  the  Parliament,  in  which  he 
promised  them,  in  a  manner  that  appear- 
ed to  proceed  personally  from  himself, 
that  the  States  General  should  be  conven- 
ed ;  which  is  the  origin  of  the  qJTer,  to 
which  Lord  S.  has  referred.  What  how- 
ever was  the  result  of  this  ?  Why,  his  mi- 
nisters discovering  that  |in  his  promise  of 
convening  the  States  General  the  King 
had  mentioned  no  time,  they  contrived  an 
expedient  calculated  to  elude  the  promise, 
without  appearing  to  break  it.  For  this 
purpose  a  factitious  sort  pf  new  Constitution 
was  constructed,  called  a  Cour  Pleniere, 
"  in  which  were  invested  all  the  powers 
"that  government  might  want,  and  in 
"  which  the  contended  Right  of  Taxation 
"  was  to  be  given  up  by  the  Kine  to 
"  the  members,  whpm  he  himself  ap- 
"  pointed ;  a  new  Criminal  Code,  &c.,  was 
"  substituted,-  and  in  many  points,  the 
"  whole  certainly  exhibited  a  roelioratiofl 
*'  of  the  principles  of  the  Government ; 
".  still  the  Cour  Pleniere  itself  was  no  more 
"than  a  medium  through  which  despo- 
"  tism  was  to  pass,  without  appearing  to 
"  act  directly  from  itself."— The  Parlia- 
ment refiised  to  enrcgister  the  Edict  for 
establishing  this  Cour  Plepiere,  and  it  was 
generally  contended,  "  that  the  right  of 
"  altering  the  Government  was  a  national 
"  right,  and  not  ^  right  of  the  Government 
"  itself,  which  might  otherwise  be  perpe- 
"  tually  innovating ;  and  finally,  that  the 
"  Cour  Pleniere  was  nothing  more  than  a 
"  larger  Cabinet"  The  ministry  brought 
this  to  issue  by  sending  a  regiment  of  sol- 
diers to  surround  the  Parliament  house ; 
and,  on  the  members  sending^for  bt<b  and 
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provisions  the  commanding  officer  was  or- 
dered to  enter,  and  seize,  (which  he  did) 
the  principal  members,  and  shut  them  up 
in  different  prisons !     This  was  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Paris.     A  deputation  at  the  same 
time  arrived  from  the  province  of  Britan- 
uy,  to  remonstrate  against  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Cour  Pleniere ;    and  these  the 
King,  or  his  ministers,  sent  to  the  Bastille  ! 
The  spirit  of  the  nation  however  was  not 
to  be  then  overcome  :  the  Cour  Plentere 
was  obliged  to  be  given  up,  and  the  Minis- 
ters followed  its  fate.    M.  Neckar  was  re- 
called  to  office,  and  the  eonvening  of  the 
States    General    was  no  longer  resisted. 
They  did  not  meet  till  May  1789,  which 
is  about  the  period  of  Lord  S/s  assumption 
of  the  King's  oiler.     The  States  General 
had  not  been  convened  since  the  year 
1014,    when    they    had   deliberated    in 
their,  distinct  orclers  ;    and,  as  Lord   S. 
has  laid  a  stress  *'  on  the  King's  import- 
"  ant  concession,  that  no  Taxes  should  for 
"  the  future  be  levied  without  the  autho- 
**  rity  constituted  accordiqg  to  its  ancient 
*'  form  in  3  chambers,"  and  follows  this 
up  by  assuming,  that,   had   it  been  ac- 
cepted, it  would   have   corrected   all  the 
despotism  and  vices  of  the  government,  I 
will  Just  cite   the  words   d(  an   eminent 
French  author,  who  wrote  before  any  Re- 
volution was  dreamed  of  in  France,  and 
who,  speaking  of  the  States  General   of 
1014,  says,  '*  They  held  the  public  in  sus- 
</  pence  5  months,  and  by  the  questions 
"agitated  therein,    and   the    heat^  with 
"  which  they  were  put,  it  appears  that  the 
"  Great  (les  Grands,)  thought  more  to  sa- 
**  tisfy  their  particular  passions  than  to  pro- 
"  care  the  good  of  the  nation,"  (one  would 
think  it  was  an    assembly  of  our  own 
times!)  "  and  the  whole  time  passed  away 
"  in  altercations,  ceremonies,  and  parade. 

^Tbey  were  consequently  never  called 

again.  To  the  reader  of  these  pages  it  is 
then  left  to  determine,  whether  such  an 
assembly,  of  tried  inutility,  even  before 
the  corruptions  had  taken  root,  in  its 
anciently  constituted  state  of  three  distinct 
chambers,  where  two  of  these  chambers 
representing  the  privileged  orders,  and 
emanating  from  the  Crown,  had  either 
each  a  negative  upon  every  measure  for 
the  People,  or  by  combining  could  have 
kept  the  Tiers  £tat,  or  universal  nation, 
in  a  perpetual  minority,  would  have  sup- 
plied the  wants  of  the  then  French  nation, 
where  all  these  corruptions  had  thriven  to 
a  gigantic  matmity  ?  A  nation  groaning 
9Q4er  every  description  of  abase>  the  com- 


bined results  of  a  systematised  monar- 
chical, ecclesiastical,  feudal,  aristocratical 
and  municipal  Tyranny  !  In  what  way 
was  a  constituticm  of  equal  rights,-  such 
as  we  theoretically  enjoy  in  England,  to 
have  been  established  by  the  States  Gene- 
ral, in  fact  by  ttie  Tiers  Etat,  when  the 
Clergy  and  the  Noblesse  arrogated  for 
themselves  a  pretty  general  exemption 
from  burthens,  wiih  a  maintainance  of 
privileges  which  rendered  every  man  a 
slave,  who  was  not  of  that  class.  How 
were  these  rights  to  have  been  constitu- 
tionally secured  which  Lord  S.  says  we ' 
enjoy  so  exclusively  now  in  England? 
How  was  the  fruit  of  the  industry  of  the 
people  to  have  been  protected,  under  a 
system  of  unequal  taxation  and  feudal 
oppression,  or  who  would  have  made  it 
equal  }  How  was  the  purity  of  the  distri- 
bution of  justice  to  have  been  guarded^ 
where  the  Judge  was  the  Jury,  and  where 
the  right  to  administer  justice  was  bought 
and  sold  ?  And  how  was  personal  liberty 
to  have  been  enjoyed  under  the  regime  of 
Lettres  de  Cachet  and  the  Bastille  !  In  a 
word,  how  were  these  incompatibilities 
with  any  Constitution  of  Liberty  to  have 
been  won,  or  wrested  for  the  Tiers  Etat 
from  the  Crown,  which  had  the  key  of  the 
Bastille,  or  from  the.  privileged  orders, 
which  deliberating  in  their  s«parate  cham- 
bers had  their  respective  negatives  upon 
every  measure  of  general  equalization  and 
of  national  utility  ?  But,  if  Lord  S.  or  any 
reader  can  yet  have  a  doubt  upon  the 
importance  of  the  Tiers  Etat  not  having 
yielded  in  that  respect,-  and  of  the  com- 
plete restoration  of  the  old  regime,  which 
would  have  followed  it,  let  him  look  at 
two  more  facts,  which  are  absolutely  deci- 
sive of  this  question.  The  one,  the  stand, 
that  the  Court  and  Aristocracy  made, 
when,  unable  to  obtain  the  absolute  sepa- 
ration of  the  three  Chambers,  the  King  in 
a  bed  of  justice  accorded  the  deliberation 
and  vote  p€r  t6te  upon  several  objects ; 
but  specially  reserved  the  deliberation 
and  vote  upon  all  questions  respecting  a 
Constitution  to  the  three  Chambers  sepa- 
rately.  The  other,  that  when  the  Court 

could  not  accomplish  this,  it  drew  30,000 
foreign  troops  under  Broglio  round  Paris; 
and  shut  up,  and  guarded,  by  troops,  the 
doors  of  the  National  Assembly  at  Ver^ 
sailles,  which  produced  the  memorable 
meeting  at  the  Tennis  Ground,  the  Oath 
never  to  separate,  &c.  the  capture  of  the 
Bastille,  and  the  whole  explosion  of  the 
Revolution. Contemplating  the  matter^ 
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then,  with  the  light  of  these  hisforical  facts, 
I  cannot  agree  with  Lord  S.  that  the  verbal 
concession  of  the  Right  of  Taxation  by 
the  King  to  the  Etat5  Generaux  could  ever 
have  produced  for  France  those  happy- 
consequences  which  hefor^see**.  Nor  can 
I  conceive  it  possible  in  a  nation,  whose 
abuses  were  interwoven  with  its  very 
tocial  existence,  and  which  had  not  the 
guide  of  a  single  land-mark  df  liberty, 
now  a  Constitution,  without  a  Civil  War, 
could  ever  have  been  established  by  three 
deliberative  Chambers,  each  operating  with 
a  negative,  and  each  claiiiiing  privileges 
absolutely  irreconcileable  with  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  other  ;  nay,  further,  privi- 
leges, which  in  the  nature  of  things  could 
not  have  a  concurrent  existence  ;  where 
the  very  enjoyment  of  those  of  the  one 
must  have  been  the  extinction  of  those  of 
the  other.  A  Government  is  a  very  diffe- 
rent thing  from  a  Constitution  ;  a  Govern- 
ment may-  very  well  and  very  salutarily 
perforin  Its  functions  through  organs  like 
our  own,  whose  interests  are  distinct,  and 
even  opposed  to  each  other  ;  perhaps  it  is 
the  best  waj'  in  which  civil  government 
can  perform  its  functions ;  but,  in  order 
.  to  fi-ame  a  Constitution,  the  interests  must 

concur. -If  then,  I  cannot  with  Lord  S. 

see  or  admit  any  likelihood,  that  the  hap- 
piness and  freedom  of  a  British  Constitu- 
tion would  have  followed  the  simple  ac- 
ceptance by  the  Etats  Generaux  of  th» 
King's  concession  respecting  the  Taxes.  I 
can  still  less  discern  any  of  the  steps  iu 
that  Echllon  of  proof,  or  probability,  by 
which  it  must  be  presumed  that  Lord  S. 
arrived  at  his  conclusion,  how  the  re- 
storing the  practice  of  the  English  Consti- 
tution to  its  principles,  which  admit  of  no 
dispute,  can  have  a  tendency  to  produce 
any  thing  like  the  horrors  of  a  French 
Revolution. — On  the  contrary,  it  appears, 
by  every  reference  to  the  subject  of 
France,  that  her  Revolution  was  occa- 
sioned solely  by  the  abuses  of  her  govern- 
ment ;  and  how  the  maintainance  of  the 
abuses,  which  have  crept  into  our  govern- 
ment, is  to  be  the  preservative  for  England 
against  a  Revolution,  into  which,  if  the  ex- 
ample of  France  has  any  analogy  at  all, 
her  abuses  precipitated  her,  is  to  me 
utterly  incomprehensible  ;  or  rather  ap- 
pears a  conclusion  drawn  in  <lirect  contra- 
diction to  the  clearest  inferences  of  reason. 

It  would  be  preposterous,  at  this  time 

of  day,  to  set  about  drily  to  prove  that  the 
)bad  blood  too  frequently  attendant  on 
changes  of  government  proceeds,  not  from 


any  thing  inherent  in  the  nature  of  these 
changes,  but  from  the  tenacity  with  which 
abuses  and  corruptions,  when  inveterate, 
are  upheld  by  those  who  subsist  upon 
them.  If  governments  would  remedy  their 
corruptions  in  time,  political  changes 
would  never  be  sanguinary.  But,  when 
they  are  of  long  duration,  the  very  subsist- 
ence of  a  greot  mass  of  a  nation  becomes 
identified  with  their  continuance ;  and 
who  can  expect  such  persons  quietly  to 
give  up  all  they  have  ?  One  of  the  strong- 
est arguments,  then,  for  immediate  Reform 
of  political  corruptions,  is  the  bloodshed 
which  must  necessarily  be  the  consequence 
of  their  long  course.  •  It  is  in  the  name  of 
mercy  and  humanity,  therefore,  and  not  in 
that  of  ferocity  and  cruelty,  that  I  contend 
for  an  immediate  Reform  of  our  Parliament, 
and,  through  that,  of  our  Government  The 
French  Revolution,  as  it  broke  out,  was  the 
consequence  of  the  most'  inveterately  pro- 
tracted system  of  bad  government. iht 

Spanish  bloodshed  and  desolation  is  ^lely 
ascribeable  to  the  s^me  cause.  Nothing 
but  the  most  detestable  tyranny  in  Spain 
could  have  suggested  to  Buonaparte  the 
practicability  of  a  change  of  Tyrants; 
and  nothing  but  that  has  prevented  the  at- 
tempt from  annihilating  its  projector. 

In  the  foregoing,  for  the  sake  of  meeting 
Lord  S.,  I  have  gratuitously  admitted  his 
assumption,  that  the  dreadful  excesses 
committed  by  the  French  Revolutionists, 
and  their  resulting  tyranny,  which  now 
threatens  the  civilized  world,  were  the 
natural,  and  as  it  were  inevitable,  of&pring 
of  the  political  change  or  Reform  of  their 
Government ;  and  that  of  course  therefore 
a  Reform  in  Englahd,  which  might  proba- 
bly have  similar  consequences,  is  of  all 
thin^  to  be  deprecated.  The  historical 
fact  18  nevertheless  in  the  very  teeth  of  this 
assumption;  and  the  interests  of  truth  and 
of  liberty,  whilst  the  language  of  either 
dare  yet  be  uttered  in  Europe,  require  it 
to  be  incontestibly  stated  by  a  spectator  of 
these  events  on  the  stage  where  they  wer? 
acted,  that  the  enorniities  which  sulfied 
the  very  character  of  mankind;  in  the  ^ 
quel  of  the  Revolution  of  France,  did  not 
even  derive  the  germ  of  their  existeri(?e 
fi'om  the  Reformation,  however  radical, 
w  hich  took  place  in  the  Government.  The 
tenacity  with  which  the  privileged  orders 
adhered  to  their  usurpations,  which  were 
incompatible  with  any  just  Government, 
and  (he  more  than  suspected  insincerity  of 
the  Court,  in  its  tliviesting  itself  of  its  des- 
potic prerogatives,  both  which  hSttie  beto 
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already  shewn^  together  with  some  intem- 
perance on  the  part  of  a  few  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Revolution,  did  unquestionably  be- 
tween them  create  a  ferment,  to  which 
fCTeral  lives  fell  an  unavoidable  sacrifice; 
and  which  in  the  event,  bad  they  been 
left  to  themselves,  trnght  have  produced  a 
Civil  War,  with  its  usual  terrible  conse- 
quences.    This  is  the  ultimate  and  (pro- 
tract it  as  long  as  you  will)  the  inevitable 
terpiina^ion  of  bad  governn^ent,  and   re- 
used amelioration,   either  in  France,  or 
any  other  country ;  and  this  to  a  certain 
degree  did,  and  to  an  indefinite  degree 
might  have  happened  in  France.     But, 
aUhoqgh  the  combinations  of    the  few 
within  the  country  again3t  the  interests  of 
the  many,. might  have  produced  a  Civil 
War  with  conceivable  conse;quences,  they 
would  have. been  qviite  inadequate  to  the 
production  of  the  inconceivable,  and  blood- 
freezing  horrors  of  the  subsequent  stages 
©f.  the  Revolution.     These,  like  all  other 
consequences,  were  nevertheless  produced 
by  co-extensive    and    adequate    causes. 
4 bey  were, produced  by  the  combinations 
of  all  ^e  trembling  despotisms  in  Europe 
leagued  against  the  ceuse  of  freedom  and 
inaokind.      It  was  into  this  conspiracy 
'that  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Pitt  so  fatally 
precipitated  England,  to  the  entailment  of 
consequences  which  Lord  S.  so  naturally 
regrets ;  to  which. all  these  Governments, 
^cept  our  awn,  have  already  fallen  sa- 
<:rilices,  and  of  which  no  human  wisdom 
and  foresight  can  yet  discover  the  end  ! 
To  these  regrets  of  the  noble  writer  I 
heartily  uiiite  my  own  j  and  the  more  so, 
because,  having  been  on  the  spot  at  the 
time,  I  know  that  no  national  sentiment 
was  ever  more  sincerely  or  uni verbally 
(I  Height  say  unanimously^  felt  and  ex- 
pressed, than  that  of  a  desire  on  the  part 
.of  the  French  nation  for  lasting  peace  and 
amity  with  England ;  but  regrets  are  un- 
availing, and  the  only  good  which  we  cian 
derive  out  of  this  evil  must  result  from 
reasoning  justly  upon  its  causes,  in  order 
that  we  may  avert  its  consequences  from 
ourselves.— It  was  not,  then,  the  change  in 
its  Government,  or  political  Revolution  in 
France,  as  Lord  S.  assumes,  but  the  ensu- 
ing Continental  War,  which  proiluced,  as 
it  were,  and  solely  raised  to  power  the 
most  atrocious  of  the  revolutionary  cha- 
racters.      The  Girondists  in  part  were 
patriots  and  philosophers ;  but  the  despe- 
.rate  crisis  of  the  war  and  the  country  su- 
perseded those  men,  and  called  forcha- 
iact«rs,  which,  happily  fot  mankind,  peace 


neither  wants  nor  produces.  There  was 
then  a  demand  for  remorseless  and  violent 
energies,  and  the  demand  created  its  sup- 
ply of  this,  as  it  docs  of  every  thing  else* 
These  men,  however  detestable  their  cha- 
racters, and  deplorable  the  actual  conse- 
quences, did,  in  one  respect,  nevertheless, 
the  work  they  were  called  lor. — ^They  ex- ' 
tricated  their  country  from  the  dangers 
that  assailed  it,  and  they  defended  ijt 
against  the  world  ;  but  in  doin<^  this,  they 
eventually,  and  inevitably  laid  the  foun^-^ 
ation  of  that  military  predominan(;e> 
which  has  fatally  alike  triumphed  over 
their  own  liberties,  and  those  of  mankio4. 
It  is  from  this  career  of  glory  that  the 
French  nation  derives  some  consolation 
for  the  free  destinies  it  has  lost^  whilst  the 
rest  of  Europe,  which  endeavoured  to  sup- 
press them,  can  find  no  consolation. — Con- 
traryi  then,  to  the  assumption  of  Lord  S.  i 
trust  I  have  shewn,  both  that  the  horrort 
of  the  French  Revolution  were  not  even 
the  natural,  far  less  the  necessary,  conse- 
quences of  mere  political  change  or  reform 
of  government ;  but  that  they  were  the  di- 
rect consequences  of  the  imprudent  com- 
bination of  the  governments  of  Europe^ 
against  her  liberties,  and  that  that  actuali 
military  scourge,  also,  whose  successes 
Lord  S.  so  feelingly  deprecate3,did  not  na- 
turally  arise  out  of  the  French  Revolution, 
but  was  the  oflspring  of  the  same  ilh  fated 
Conspiracy.  In  pointing  out  the  atroci- 
ties committed  during  the  Revolution,  Lord 
S.  has  accidentally  overlooked  one  little, 
matter;  an  omission  the  more  surprising 
as  his  lordship  seems  to  have  thought  the' 
national  purse  of  so  much  consequence,. as 
to  have  been  anxious  that  the  French 
should  have  foregone  every  security  for 
public  liberty  in  consideration  of  the 
check  upon  Taxation,  which  was  offered 
by  the  King  to  the  Etats  Generaui.  The 
little  omission  to  which  I  allude,  is  that  of 
the  National  Assembl}-  having  in  its  first 
year  reduced  nine  millions  sterling  of  the 
annual  Taxes !  somewhat,  it  is  true  by  a  sale 
of  national  domains,  but  more  by  retrench- 
ment ;  and  this  npon  a  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure quite  trifling,  when  compared 
with  the  sum  cf  British  Taxatipn.  A  final 
reflection  here  suggests  itself  to  us  upon 
this  topic,  ;vhich  Lord  S.  had  better  not 
have  introduced  ;  and  this  is,  that  a  ^o* 
vernment^  after  half  a  score  of  centuries' 
continuance,  must  have  very  ill  answered 
the  purposes  of  one,  when  its  subjects 
pither  shewed  so  much  hatred  to  it,  or 
had  been  so  little  humanized  by  it,  as  t« 
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make  war  upon  it  in  a  waj  which  would 
disgrace  the  history  of  cannihaU  and  sa- 
vages !  The  Revolutions  of  France  and 
of  Spain,  which  I  hare  touched  upon,  arc 
examples  of  the  xnoUnt  Reforms,  the  na- 
tural and  necessary  results  of  abuses;  I 
hope  they  are  the  last  of  the  chapter  !  On 
the  other  hand,  two  or  three  changes  of 
federal  Government,  as  well  as  of  proyin- 
cial  Constitutions,  which  have  quietly 
taken  place  in  America  through  the  means 
of  Conventions,  assembled  for  that  express 
purpose,  exhibit  bloodless  and  salutary 
examples  of  timehf  Reforms.  I  will  merely 
allude  to  the  most  important,  which  as- 
sembled in  Philadelphia  in  17S7,  for  the 
alteration  of  the  Federal  Constitution  of 
America,  where  the  Convention,  having 
performed  that  business,  having  recom- 
mended its  alterations  to  the  consideration 
of  th«  separate  States,  and  having  fixed  the 
period,  at  which,  if  these  alterations  ob- 
tained their  approbation,  the  new  Consti- 
tution should  oegin  to  operate,  the  mem- 
bers peaceably  dissolved  the  Meeting,  dis- 
persed, and  went  home.  Thus  was  a  Na- 
tional Reform  quietly  accomplished  by  the 
people,  or  nation,  the  Government  not 
hav mg  been  party,  or  actor  in  the  whole 
transaction.  I  have  merely  cited  the  case 
as  a  proof  (though  I  think  it  superfluous) 
that  thert  is  no  necessary  connection,  as 
«ome  suppose,  between  an  amendment  of 
political  Constitution,  and  Civil  War — 
far  less  between  Reform  and  the  horrors 
of  a  French  Revolution  ;  and  that,  when 
Civil  Wars  are  produced  by  these  occa- 
sions, it  is  the  smister  interference  of  an 
Aristocracy,  of  a  Court,  or  of  some  Cabal, 
with  interests  different  from  those  of  the 
Nation,  which  produces  them.  Mankind 
in  fact,  (for  it  is  ridiculous  to  suppose 
otherwise)  agree  always  in  what  is  right 
and  reasonable,  on  its  being  shewn  to  them 
when  their  selfish  passions  do  not  make 
them  do  otherwise;  and  never  quarrel, 
and  cut  each  others  throats,  in  matters 
which  regard    their  temporal  concerns, 

unless  where  their  interests  clash. 1 

have  now,  I  conceive,  given  a  satisfactory 
answer  to  the  specific  points  in  Lord  S.  s 
Pamphlet  of  Analogy  ;  it  remains  but  to 
take  a  look  at  his  general  conclusion  and 
scope,  which  appears  to  me  t«  be  impar- 
tially this,  viz.  that  because  frightful  ex- 
cesses followed  the  train  of  the  French 
Revolution,  therefore  a  corrupt  represen- 
tation of  the  people  is  to  be  perpetuated 
in  England  !  N<.w,  had  Lord  S.  without 
feeling  hijnsclf  called  upon  to  giv«  any 


reason^  for  his  change  of  opinion,  merely 
said  that  his  former  opinion  in  this  respect 
was  changed,  the  public  might  have  re- 
ceived such  notification  with  the  defer- 
ence due  to  his  lordship's  talents  and  cha- 
racter; and   would    have  naturally  con- 
cluded   that  the  noble   author  had  solid 
reasons  for  the  change.     But  when  a  man 
of  his  lordship's  talents  condescends  to 
come   before    the    public    to  assign  the 
grounds  of  his  change  of  opinion,  and,  in 
doing  so,  assigns  no  grounds  whicb  can 
warrant  a  change,  the  public  will  neces- 
sarily conceive  that  his   lordship,  in  the 
hurry  of  composition,  may  have  omitted 
the  real  motive  of  the  change,  which  they 
would    be   peculiarly  gratified  at  seeing 
supplied  in  a  more  copious  €dition.    And 
this  is  the  more  necessary  for  his  lordship 
to  do,  because,  in  the  posture  in  which  this 
agitated  question  now  stands,  thci>pponent» 
of  Parliamentary  Reform  have  gained  but 
the  Name  of  the  Earl  of  Selkirk  appended 
to  a  pamphlet,  which  does  not  contain  one 
trait  of  those  qualities,  which  have  deserv- 
edly made  that  name  a  favourite  of  the  pub- 
lic. In  the  means  then  of  wh  ich  the  govern- 
ment has  so  assiduously  and  inauspiciously 
availed  itself  for  strengtheiting   its  own 
side  in  the  contention  about  Reform,  it  has, 
as  in  a  late  proceeding  in  Parliament,  con- 
trived materially  to  corroborate  the  cause 
of  its  assailant,  by  exhibiting  to  a  train  of 
apologies,  or  reasonings,  which  can  con- 
vince nobody,  a  name  which  has  never 
hitherto  been  annexed  to  a  position  which 
it  did  not  elucidate  and  establish.    The 
reader  will    necessarily  draw   his   own, 
(which  can  be  but  one,)  inference.    Lord 
S.'s  apology  then  for  his  desertion  of  his 
political  tenets  resolving  itself  into  a  mere 
dictum,  or  solitary  matter  of  opinion,  that 
Governments  should  never  radically  re- 
form their  abuses  for  fear  of  consequences, 
I  shall  oppose  to  his  lordship's  the  opi- 
nions of  two  other  illustrious  men,  who 
appear  to  have  thought  that  a  restitution 
of  the  securities  for  Liberty  did  warrant 
some  considerable  risks ;  the  one.  Dean 
Swifl,  the  cement  of  the  Tory  Ministry  of 
Queen  Anne,  the  friend  of  Harley  and  of 
Bolingbroke.  The  other,  the  most  eminent 
Lawyer  of  his  day.  Lord  Ashhurton.    It 
is  true  neither  of  these  men  witnessed  the 
French   Revolution  ;  but   the  opinion  of 
Swift,  which  I  am  going  to  cite,  was  written 
about  30  years  after  the  English  Revolution, 
of  which  he  had  been  a  mature  observer, 
and  which  unfortunately,  as  Lord  S.  will 
think,  for  it  h  very  unforloaate  indeed 
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for  bis  argument,  occasioned  no  bloodshed 
at  ali ;  and  the  opinion  of  Donning  was 
nearly  contemporary  with  the  Revolution 
of  America  which  established  her  gran- 
deur and  independence ;  an  eyent,  which, 
standing  as  an  encouraging  example  to 
all  resisters  of  tyranny.  Lord  S.  may  also, 
by  parity  of  reasoning,  think  very  unfor- 
tunate.   It  was  many  years  af^er  Swift 
bad  retired  from  party,  and  from  politics, 
that  he  wrote  to  Pope,  as  follows  :  "  As  to 
"  what  is  called  a  Revolution  principle,  my 
"opinion  was  this;  that  whenever  those 
"evils,  which  usually  attend  and  follow  a 
"  violent  change  of  Government,  were  not 
"  in  probability  so  pernicious  as  tlie  griev- 
"  ancc  we  snfler  under  a  present  power, 
"  then  the  public  good  will  justify  such  a 
*'  Revolution."      "  As  to  Parliaments,  I 
"  adore  the  wisdom  of  that  Gothic  institu- 
"  tion,  which  made  them  annual ;  and  I  was 
"confident  our   liberty  could  never  be 
*'  placed  upon  a  firm  foundation,  until  that 
"  ancient  law  was  restored  among  us.  For 
"  who  sees  not^  that  while  such  assemblies 
'*  are  permitted  to  have  a  longer  duration, 
**  there  grows  up  a  commerce  of  Corrup- 
"  tion  between  the  Ministry  and  the  De- 
"puties,  wherein  they   both  find  their 
"accounts,    to  the   manifest  danger  of 
"liberty?    Which  traffic  would  neither 
"answer  the  design,  nor  expence,  if  Par- 
"liament  noet  once  a  year."     He  then 
proceeds  to  "  his  antipathy  to  standing 
**  armies  in  time  of  peace,  the  abomina- 
"  tion  of  the  scheme  of  Goyemment  of 
"  setting  up  a  monied  interest  in  opp^ei 
"  tion  to  the  landed^  his  incapability  of 
"  discovering  the  necessity  of  suspciKling 
"  any  law,  upon  which  the  liberty  of  the 
"  most  innocent  person  depended^  &c.'' 
^th  other   matters  equally  irrevdmu  to 
wr  times.     Iffr.  Dnnning's  opinion  wa^  as 
follows :  *'  If  ever  a  periorf  should  arrive, 
"  when  the  three  branches  of  the  legisla- 
"  ture  should  unite  in  a  scheme  to  destroy 
'*  the  Liberties  of  the  People ;  or  if  the 
"  House  of  Commons,    forgetting  their 
"origin  and  their  duty,  should  become 
"  the  mere  creatures  and  slaves  of  the 
'^  Crown,    it  would    then  be  no  longer 
*'  illegal  for  the  Commonality  of  England 
**  to  resume  their  just  share  in  the  legisla- 
''  tare,  and  the  means  whereby  they  ac- 
''  complished  this,  whether  by  association, 
**  by  remonstrance,  or  by  force,  would  be 
"  not  only  right  but  laudable ;  It  would 
"  be  an  honourable  imitation  of  the  con- 
"  duct  -of  their  ancestors,  by  which  the 
**  Constitution  had  been  wrested  from  the 


"  rapacity  and  from  the  violence  of  pre- 
"  rogative.'*     Lord  Chatham's  opinions  to 
this  purport  are  so  well  known,  that  it  would 
be  superfluous  to  quote  ihem. An  op- 
portunity is  only  now  aiforded  me  for  a 
flying  word  or  two  on  the  Jobs  and  poli- 
tical profligacy  of  America,  which  Lord  S. 
asserts  far  to  exceed  our  own!  and  there- 
from  deduces  an   argument  against  the 
meliorations,  which  we  conceive  would  be 
accomplished  by  a  purer  state  of  repre- 
sentation.    I  can  readily  take  for  granted, 
even  without  Lord  S.'s  authority  for  it, 
that  very  dirty  Jobs  are  transacted  and 
disgraceful  acts,  committed  by  politician^ 
every  where ;  but  comparisons  are  odious; 
and  candour  really  obliges  me  to  suspect 
that  the  noble  writer,  at  the  instant  of  a 
virtuous  indignation,  may  have  omitted  to 
make  those  allowances  for  America,  which 
she  will  reasonably  require.     If  America 
be  so  full  of  despicable  faction,  from  which, 
happily  for  us,  we  are  exempt,  we  should 
on  the  other  hand  take  into  account  what 
we  pay  to  allay  faction. — Again,  acknow^ 
ledging,  as  every  Englishman  must  do 
withpride,  the  superior  redundance  of  our, 
crops  of  political  virtue,  let  us  not,  in  de- 
scribing America,  reproach  her  soil  with 
sterility,  because  it  docs  not  spontaneously 
produce  what  we  force!     Lord  S.   cer- 
tainly has  not  treated  the  Americans  fairly, 
or  he  would  never  have  drawn  a  parallel 
between  their  wretched,  and  our  happy 
Government ;  he  ought  to  have  compared 
them    with    Ktmptschatka  or    Otaheite. 
Why,  the  Grenvilles  and  the  Percevali 
have  offices  amongst  them  of  four  times  the 
emolument  of  the  salary  of  the  President 
of  tlie  United  States;  and  Mr.  Perceval 
has  reTersions  and  possessions  in  his  per-  * 
son  of  more   than  double  the  amount. 
Even  Lord  Liverpool,  whose  eminent  ser- 
vices I  am  as  free  to  acknowledge  as  his 
gracious  master,  has  as  much  emoluments 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States !— : — 
Is  not  this  a  bounty  on  political  virtue  ? 
And  can  one  wonder  at  its  abounding; 
and  when  we  can  so  well  aflbrd  to  pay 
this  encouragement,  which  we  besides  so 
cheerfully  pay,  dots  it  become  us  in  our 
fine  equipage  to  lord  it  over  and  taunt 
our  beggarly  neighbours  ?      Lord  S.  will 
see  that  I  very  cheerfully  admit  his  ac- 
count of  the  disgraceful  proceedings  of 
the  American   legislature, .hardly  to  be 
conceived  by  us.     But  still  it  appears  to 
me  that  his  lordship  has  not  shewn  tha 
natural  or  necessary  connection,  (which  of 


course  m  ost  €xist}  betweei 
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presentation,  and  poliiical  profligacy. — 
1  have  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  but  1  own  I 
do  not  see  how  corruption  in  the  c«»n3ti- 
tucnt  body  must  unavoidably  produce  in- 
tegrity and  virtue  in  the  representative  ; 
or  even  (f^r  I  am  naturally  duH)  how 
the  public  morals  of  a  tiation  can  have 
been  meliorated  by  transaction*  between 
the  elector  and  ihe  elected,  whit  h,  even  in 
the  Edinburgh  Reviewers'  opinion,  "  stain 
*'  them  both  with  dishon  ur/'  In  ffOO<l 
truth,  justice  compels  us  to  make  vast  al- 
lowances for  the  Americans,  ^  Is  it  not  ob- 
vious, that  every  one  should  be  bred  to  the 
calling  -which  he  is  to  practice  il'  he  ever 
hopes  to  practise  it  with  dexterity  ?  The 
episode  of  Sancho's  government  is  admired 
and  approved  by  every  body ;  and  did  not 
Teresa  Panza  desire  her  husband  to  breed 
his  son  a  Governor  for  that  re  iSon  ?  Can  it 
be  expected,  that  a  man  horn  a  farmer,  ov 
a  shop-keeper,  or  a  private  land  holder,  can 
ever  legislate  like  another,  who  is  born  and 
bred  a  legislator  ?  Can  an  unpractised  pri* 
▼ate  man,  of  between  40  and  50,  when  bad 
habits  are  inve'teratc,  arid  obstinacy  in* 
curable,  ever  act  the  prince  or  the  sove- 
reign, like  another,  who  has  been  born  one, 
and  bred  to  great  things,  and  hiiih  contem* 
plations  ?  And  as  to  representation,  are  not 
three  or  four  persons  who  may  not  know 
the  candidate's  nime,  more  likely  to  b^ 
impartial  in  cboosing  a  fit  person  to  send 
to  feg^sfate  for  the  nation  at  large,  than  his 
neighbours  a!hd  acquaintances,  who  are  so 
apt  to  be  blas-^ed  by  malice,  or  aflfection  ; 
and  who,  it  is  notorious,  never  see  each 
pther  but  through  a  medium  of  prejudice? 
But  if  there  is  one  thmg  above  another, 
wherein  the  Americans  are  never  enough 
to  be  blamed  and  pitied,  it  is  their  blind- 
ness, in  having  lately  let  pass  them  the 
post  delightful  occasion  for  going  to  war, 
that  •fVer  occurred  to  any  nation!  Imean, 
iwhen  they  passed  their  famous  Non-Im- 
portation Act.  What  would  not  a  war  have 
done  for  them  ?  It  would  have  raised  a 
debt,  and  embarked  the  fortunes  of  Indivi- 
duals in  the  stability  of  the  Government ; 
it  would  have  put  an  army  and  iiaVy  at  the 
disposition  of  the  executive,  with  co^nmis- 
iions,  offices,  promotions,  and  jobs,  innu- 
nierable !  all  which,  with  other  advantages, 
are  lost.  But  the  thing  f «  r  which  ttiey 
are  the  most  to  be  de-^pised,  is  their  having 
borrowed  their  Non-Intercourse  measuie, 
(in  ileu  of  "  a  just  and  necessary  war  ") 
from  the  institutions  of  the  vision  >rv  Uto- 


pia of  Sir  T.  More  ;  a  writer  of  reveries, 
whom  every  -one  knows  not  to  have  pos- 
sessed a  single  grain  of  political  judgment, 
or  practical  wisdom. — But,  to  be  serioes 
over  the  jobs  both  of  the  Government  of 
America  and  our  own, (which  have  enough 
in  them  to  make  us  so)  when  one  considers 
that  the  American  Government  has  paid 
off  all  its  debts ;  has  kept  the  peace  with 
very  bad  neighbours;  that  it  rules  over* 
country  ten  times  as  large  as  England,  Bt 
one  fortieth  of  the  expence ;  that  infancy 
and  age  there  do  not  go  to  the  poor  bouse, 
and  youth  to  the  gallows ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, that  a  decent  and  universal  inde- 
pendence prtivails,  without  a  vestige  of 
my  sort  of  civil,  or  political  monopoly,  or 
religious  intolerance;  I  say,  when  one  c6n- 
trasts  this,  on  the  one  hand,  with  the  Jobs 
Political,  Jobs  Ecclesiastical,  Jobs  Mili- 
tary, Jobs  Parliamentary,- Jobs  Oriental, 
Jobs  Official,  and  finally  thfe  Job  of  Jobs, 
or  Jobometer  (as  sirF.  Burdett  pleasantly 
called  it)  on  the  other,  one  must  imagide, 
thai  the  noble  Earl  is  indulging  in  an 
irony,  of  which  we  do  not  see  the  drift,  or 
els«,*  that  he  has  just  this  moment  arrived 
from  an  Island  where  Flappers,  like  those 
in  Swift's  Laputa,  may  be  indispensible 
for  some  time,  to  those  who  have  lately 
left  it,  and  that  his  lurtJ^iip  bad  writtcu 
his  pamphlet  without  .t>i^,.  Before  con- 
cluding, I  must  thank  the  ni>ble  writer  for 
having  omitted  one  common-place — that 
of  iifite.  The  langui^ge  of  the  plausible 
and  artful,  but  inveterate  An ti- Reformists, 
used  to  be  that  of  Felix  :  *'  When  1  have  a 
*'  convenient  season,  1  will  call  for  thee. 
A  better  time,  however,  for  reforming 
than  the  present,  can  never  recur ;  for  cor- 
ruptions must  and  will  encrease,  and  the 
dangers  of  Reform,  as  I  have  shewn,  be 
proportionate.  The  only  time  for  acctfln- 
p'ishing  a  Reform  is  the  time,,  be  it  wh^n 
it  m^y,  wheh  the  nation  comes  forw^» 
and  say s,  iiH*  mM*/  hare  it. — ^This  is  the  time, 
and  there  is  no  other.  1  conclude  with  tbc 
apostrophe  of  the  most  eminent  philoso- 
pher that  our  country  or  any  other  has  pro- 
duced ;  who,  after  laying  down  that  *'  Time 
"  is  the  greatest  innovator,"  adds,  "  and 
*'  if  Time,  ')f  course,  alter  things  to  the 
'•  worse,  and  wisdom  and  counsel  shall  not 
«  alter  them  to  the  better,  what  shall  be 
"  the  end  !  !  V*- — 1  have  the  honoor  to  re- 
main. Dear  Sir,  with  high  esteem  and  re- 
spect, yoiirs,  J  (\  WoRXHiNotoN. 
Isle  <f  Wight,  20tk  Jurust,  ISO  J. 
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**  And  for  their  beating  giving  t'.ar.V^-, 

•*  Tlicy  rais'd  recfuita,  au'J  lillM  then-  Hanks?" 


SUMMARY  OF  POUTICS. 

Battle  op  Talav^iia. When  writing 

»pon  this  subject,  in  ray  last  Number,  little 
did  I  imagine^  that  we  should  so  soon  hear 
of  the  retreat  of  our  "  victorious*'  army ; 
and  gtiU  less,  that  the  General,  who  coin- 
raanded  it,  and  who  had^  of  course,  led  it 
into  such    a   perilops  situation,  would,  in 
good  earnest,  be  made  a  ueeron  account  of 
that  "  victory."     The  hireling  prints  had, 
indeed,  asserted,  that  he  was  to  bepeered  ; 
but;  still,  1  could  not  believe  it.   The  next 
day,  Iwiwcvei*,  when   1   came  to   see  the 
"  (iKNERAL  Orbers,"  issued,  by  the  Com- 
mander iQ  Chief,  to  the  army,  and  dated 
<m  the   Bth  of  August ;  when  I  came  to 
see  this  extraordinary  add   unprccedetfted 
document,  I  b^gao  to  think,  that  the  hire- 
lings were  correct,  and  that  it  really  was 
intended  to  n^ke  Sir  ArthOr  Wellesley 
a  peer  ;  but,  even  then,  how  was  I  to  be- 
lieve it  possible,  that  he  was  tio  be  made  a 
Wixnmt  ?         Let  us,  before  we   proceed 
aoy  farther  with  our  own  remarks,  take  a 
look  at  this  singular  Order*  which,  as  the 
reader  will  not  fail  to  perceive,  was  at  once, 
aa  Order  to  the  Army>  and  a  sort  of  De- 
claration tpthe  People. 1  shall  nmiher 

the  paragraphs  for  the  sake  of  reference, 

• "  1.  The  Commander  in  Chief  has  re- 

«  ceived  THJB  KING'S  COMMANDS  to 
"  notify  to  the  array  tlie  splendid  victory 
"  obtained  by  his  troops  in  Spain,  under 
"  the  connnand  of  lieutenant-General  the 
"  Right  Honourable  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley, 
'*  on  the  27th  and  '28th  of  last  month,  at 

'*  the  battle  of  Talavera  de  la  Reyna. 

"11.  His  Majesty  is  confident  that  his 
"  army  will  learn  with  becoming  exulta- 

*  lion,  that  the  enemy,  after  cicapinc  by  a 
**  prtc^Htate  rcireat,  from  the  WelNcon- 
"  certed  attack  with  whiph  Sir  Arthur 
'*  WellB-sley^  in  conjunction  with  the  Span- 

*  iflh  army,  bad  threatened  him  on  the 
"  24th  of  July,  concentrated  his  force,  by 
**  calling  to  his  aid  the  corps  under  the 
"  French  General  Sebastiani,  and  the  gar- 

*  rison  of  Madrid  ;  and  thus  reinforced, 
^^gftlD  approached  the  allied  army  on 
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"  the  <27th  of  .hjjy  ;  and,  on  this  occasion, 
"  owing  to  the  local  circumstances  of  it* 
"  position,  and  to  th^;  deliberate  purpose 
"of  the  enemy  tp  direct  his  ichole  efforts 
"  against  the  tt^oops  of  his  Majesty^  the  Bri- 
"  tish  army  sustained  nearly  the  whole  u^ghi 
"  of  this  great  contest,  and  has  acquired  the 
'*  glory  of  having  van<juislftd  a  French  army 
"  double  their  nwnbers,  not  in  a  short  and 
*'  partial  struggle,  but  in  a  battle  obsti- 
"  nately  contested  on  two  successive  davi 
"  (not  wholly  discontinued  even  througK-» 
"  out  the  intervening  night)  and  fought 
*'  under  circumstances  which  brought  both 
"  armies  into  close  atid  repeated  combat. 

*' 111.  The  King,  in  contemplating  so 

"  glorious  a  display  of  the  valour  and 
'*  prowess  of  his  troops,  has  been  graciously 
"  pleased  to  command  that  his  royal  ap« 
''  probation  of  the  conduct  of  the  army 
"  .serving  under  the  command  of  Lieute- 
"  nant-Genet-al  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  shall 
*'  be  thus  publicly  declared  in  General  Or* 

*'  ders. IV.  The  Conimander  in  Chief 

"  has  received  the  King's  commands  td 
**  signify,  in  the  most  marked  and  special 
*'  manner^  the  sense  his  Majesty  enttrtaini 
"  of  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Arthur  WeU 
"  Icsley'a  personal  services  on  this  memor- 
*'  abie  occBJiion,  not  Jess  displayed  in  th§ 
"  result  of  the  baUle  itself,  than  in  the  con- 
"  summate  ability,  valour,  and  military  rC" 
"  source,  with  v^hich  the  many  diiliculuei 
"  of  this  arduous  and  protracted  contest 
*'  were  met,  anrl  provided  for,  by  his  ex- 
"  perience  and  judgment.*— V.  The  con* 
"  duct  of  Lieut*.' nant-Generai  Sherbrooke, 
*'  second  in  command,  bus  entitled  him  to 
*'  the  King's  murked  approbation.  His 
"  Majesty  has  observed  with  :5'itisfaction 
'*  the  manner  in  which  he  led  on  the  troops 
"  to  the  charge  with  the  hay(met,  a  spc- 
"  cies  of  combat,  which  on  all  occasions  so 
"  well  accords  with  the  dauntless  character 
*' of  British  soldiers.— — VL  His  Majesty 
"  has  noticed  with  the  same  gracious  ap- 
"  probation,  the  conduct  of  the  several 
**  General  and  other  Officers. — All  have 
"  done  their  duty  ;  most  of  them  have  had 
'*  occasions   of  euiiueatly    distinguishing 
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"  themsel'^!!,  the  instances  of  which  have 

**  not  esca[>ecl  bis  Majesty's  attention. 

"  VIL  It  is  his  Majesty's  command,  that 
"  his  royal  approbation  and  thanks  shall 
•*  be  given  in  the  most  distinct  and  most 
*•  particular  manner,  to  the  non-commis- 
"  sioned  officers  and  private  men.  In  no 
•*  instance  have  they  displayed  with  greater 
^  lustre  thei^  native  valour  and  character- 
'^istic  energy,  nor  have  j^hey  on  any 
"  former  occasion  more  decidedly  proved 
"  their  superiority  over  the  inveterate  «ne- 
**  my  of  their  country. — —VIII.  Brilliant, 
••  however,  as  is  the  victory  obtained  at 
**  Talavera,  it  is  not  solely  on  that  occa- 
•*  sion  that  Lieutenant- General  Sir  Arthur 
**  W^llesley,  and  the  troops  under  his  com- 
**  mand,  are  entitled  to  his  Majesty's  ap- 
•'  plause.  The  important  service  effected 
"  in  an  early  part  of  the  campaign  by  the 
**  same  army,  under  the  command  of  the 
"  same  distinguished  General,  by  the  rapid 
**  march  on  the  Duero,  the  passage  of  that 
•*  river,  the  total  discomfiture  of  tlie  enemy, 
"  and  his  expulsion  from  the  territory  of 
•♦  one  of  his  Majesty's  ancient  and  most 
"  faithful  allies,  are  circumstances  which 
''hav^madea  lasting  impression  on  his 
•'  Majesty's  mind  ;  and  hnve  induced  his 
*«  Majesty  to  direct,  that  the  operations  of 
*'  this  arduous  and  eventful  campaign  sjiall  be 
*'  tlius  recorded,  as  furnishing  splendid  ex- 
**  amples  of  military  skill,  fortitude,  perse- 
•'  verance,  and  of  a  spirit  of  enterprize 
"  calculated  to  produce  emulation  in  every 
•'  part  of  his  army,  and  largely  to  add  to 
•'  the  renown,  and  to  the  military  charac- 

*' ter  of   the    British   nation." ^Now, 

though  all  this  is  said  in  his  Majesty's 
iiame,  I  shall  consider  it,  as  we  do  a  S|>eech 
from  the  throne,  to  be  the  words  of  his 
ministers,  or  advisers,  be  they  who  ihej' 
inay  ;  and,  so  considering  it,  I  shall,  with- 
out the  least  reserve,  proceed  to  make  it  a 

jiubject  of  commentary. Paragraph  II. 

js  first  to  be  considered  in  a  grammatical 
point  of  view.  What  does  it  mean  then  \ 
^  The  king  is  confident,  that  his  army  will 
"  learn  with  beco/ning  exultation,^*  what  f 
What  is  he  confident,  that  they  will  learn 
with  becoming  exultation  ?  Why,  first, 
*'  that  the  enemy  concentrated  his  forces, 
**  by  calling  to  his  ai.l  the  corps  under  the 
"  French  General  Sebastiani  and  the  g;ir- 
"  rison  of  Madrid  "  Really,  there  does 
not  appear,  in  this,  any  great  ground  for 
exuhutifm.  Well,  but,  secondly,  they  will 
learn  with  ex'jitation,  that  "thus  rein- 
*•  forced,  the  enenny  approached  the  allied 
«  army  on  the  27th  of  July."    Here  again 


does  not  seem  to  be  much  ground  for  ex- 
ultation. Come,  then,  what  next  ?  Why 
3rdly,  they  will  learn  with  becoming 
exultation,  that,  on  this  occasion,  owing 
to  local  and  other  circumstances,  **  the 
"  British  army  sustained  nearly  the  whoU 
"  of  this  great  coitiest/'  Still,  what 
ground  is  there  for  exultation?  At  last 
comes  the  fact  of  the  victory,  and  that, 
supposing  it  to  be  correct,  is  a  ground  for 
exultation;  but,  the  paragraph,  taken  al- 
together, is  a  confused  mass  of  words  hav- 
ing no  definite  meaning;  or,  rather,  hat- 
ing, when   it   comes  to  be   examined,  a 

meaning  that  is  grossly  absurd. -The 

facts,  however,  of  this  paragraph,  are  of 
much  more  consequence  than  the  gram- 
mar of  it.  First  it  states,  that  the  enemy, 
that  is  to  say,  the  French  army,  under  Mar- 
shal Victor  (the  Duke  of  Belluno)  had,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  "  etcaped  by  a  prec^ 
**  taie  retreat  from  a  well -concerted  attack, 
"  with  which  sir  Arthur  "Wellesley  had 

"threatened   him." Let  us  bear  in 

mind  this  word  escape.  Let  us  bear  in 
mind,  that,  when  the  French  do  not  wait 
'till  we  come  up  with  them,  his  Majesty  i» 
sJtid  to  call  it  an  escape  on  the  part  of  the 
French.  When  pursued,  and  not  stopping 
to  accept  of,  offered  battle,  the  French 
escape:  mind  that,  because  we  shall  have 
to  view  situations  of  this  sort  on  both  sides, 
I  am  afiaid.  Well,  then,  the  French 
escaped?  They  escaped,  too,  it  seems» 
from  *'  a  well-ooncerted  attack?*'  Wbt 
knows  thai?  Who  told  the  king  that? 
His  Ministerc?  How  did  they  come  by 
the  knowledge  ?  Sir  Arthur  told  them  so, 
perhaps ;  but,  where  is  the  proqf  of  it  ? 
Where  is  the  proof,  that  the  attack  wa« 
"  ««//-concerted  ?"  The  usual  proof  o( 
a  well-concerted  attack  is  the  drfeat  qf  the 
enemy;  but,  in  this  case,  there  was  not 
only  no  defeat,  but  there  was  no  battle; 
there  was,  in  fact,  no  attack  at  all ;  the 
attack  never  had  any  existence  but  in 
idea  and  intention.  At  this  rate  merito- 
rious services  can  never  be  wanting  to 
any  man,  who  has  interest  enough  to  get 
himself  appointed  to  a  command.  He 
has  only  to  tell  you,  that,  on  such  a  day, 
he  intended  to  perform  such  or  such  an 
exploit,  but  that,  from  some  circumsUnce 
or  other,  he  was  prevented  from  fulfilling 
his  intention.  "  The  gallant  sir  Arthur, 
in  the  present  case,  intended  to  attack  tD<5 
Duke  of  Belluno,  but  the  Duke  of  helhno 
would  not  let  him.  "  The  gallant  sir  Ar- 
thur" failed  in  his  project;  the  project 
did  not  succeed ;  and,  good  souls,  we  ar« 
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to  believe,  that  it  was'delightfully  "  well- 
concerted/*'  As  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  is 
reported  to  have  said,  we  are  a  good- 
natured  people  r  Like  the  Catamaran  and 
the  Carr  project,  it  failed;  but  it  was  well' 

concerted. The  next  fact,  stated  in  this 

paragraph,  under  the  authority  of  the 
king's  name,  is,  that,  "  owing  to  the  de- 
"  liberate  purpose  of  the  enemy  to  direct 
"  his  ivhole  efforts  against  the  troops  of  his 
"  Majesty,  the  British  army  sustained 
"  nearly  the  whole  weight  qf  this  great  con- 

**  test.   Something  like  this  was  said 

by  sir  Arthur  Wcllesley  in  his  dispatch  ; 
bat,  this  the  Spanish  general's  reports  to  his 
government  deny,  lie  claims,  for  himself 
and  his  army,  a  full  share  of  the  "  victory." 
General  Cuesta  issues  his  **  Orders  as 
well  as  we ;  but  as  to  the  feats  of  the 
battle,  they  difler  very  materially  from 
ours.  We  say,  that  "  the  British  army 
"  sustained  nearly  the  whole  weight  of' 
"  the  contest'*  Nearly  tlte  whole  can  leave 
to  the  Spaniards  but  very  little  indeed; 
scarcely  any;  and,  especially  when  we 
consider  the  delicacy,  which,  one  would 
ikinkf  must  have  been  felt  t>y  the  English 
ministry,  when  writing  and  proclaiming 
upou  such  a  subject.  Well,  then,  what 
says  Cuesta  in   his  Orders  to  his  army  ? 

• "  Soldiers  of  the  Army  of  Ertrema- 

"  dura  I  On  the  27th  and  28th  days  of 
"  July  you  fought  bravely  ;  you  repcated- 
•'  ly  repulsed  the  enerny,  who  was  compelled 
"  to  fly,  leavhig  the  field  of  battle  covered 
•*  with  his  dead ;  this  glorious  victory  is 
"  d«e  to  your  firmness  and  union,  to  your 
**  incessant  and  well- supported  fire,  and  to 
"  confidence  in  your  Officers  and  Chiefs  ; 
"  if  you  always  observe  the  same,  you 
"  will  always  be  invincible.  The  French 
"  troops  are  not  men  except  where  they 
**  find  no  resistance ;  that  which  they 
"  met  with  in  the  valiant  English  troops, 
"  our  Allies,  routed  and  put  them  to 
"  flight.  We  know  that  the  French  sol- 
"  diers  now  refuse  to  enter  into  action 
**  afler  seeing  their  best  troops  destroyed. 
"^—Soldiers!  I  am  satisfied  with  ^^ywrva- 
"lovand  firmness;  I  congrxfu^t^te  you 
•*  (Kiyour  triumph,  and  I  rely  on  your  union 
"  and  discipline.  I  do  not  call' Soldiers, 
*'  nor  considSt"  as  a  part  of  the  army,  those 
"  base  cowards  wHo  abandoned  their  regi- 
"  ments  on  the  days  of  battle,  j'Ty/wg  in  the 
"  mdlliaU  of  danger,  and  with  the  design  of 
"  producing  disorder ;  such  wretches,  be- 
"  sides  the  infamy  which  covers  tliem, 
"  shall  be  decimated  as  soon  as  they  ai:e 
*  apprshtndcd/' Now, does  this  Order 


contain  gross  and  most  impudent  fals^ 
hoods  ?  Is  it  a  tissue  of  bragging  ami 
lies  ?  Doubtless  not ;  but,  then,  how  ar« 
we  to  account  for  the  language  of  sir  Ar- 
thur Wellesley,  and  that  of  the  above- 
quoted  Order,  from  which  it  manifestly 
would  appear,  that  the  Spaniards  had  no 
share  in  the  battle  worth  mentioning  f  I  put 
it  to  the  reader,  whether  this  be  not 
the  plain  meaning  of  those  documents; 
whether  they  be  not  so  understood  > 
And,  if  this  be  so,  what  are  we  to  tkink, 
when  we  compare  them  with  the  Order  of 

Cuesta?    Which  are  we  to  believe? 

Cuesta,  in  his  ofBcial  letter  to  the  Spanish 
government,  dated  on  the  29th  of  July> 
says:  *'  The  Spanish  troops,  and  especially 
"  those  which  had  the  greatest  shfire  in  this 
"  action,  left  me  nothing  to  wish  for  with 
"  respect  to  their  courage  and  gallantry. 
"  The  fierce  and  well  supported  fire  qf  our  in- 
"fantry  repulsed  the  repeated  attacks  qf  the 
"  enem/ ;  and  the  charges  qf  our  cavalry 
"  caused  them  much  loss.  The  King's 
"  regiment  has,  in  particular,  covered  it- 
"  self  with  glory  ;  and  in  conjunction  with 
"  the  English  took  several  pieces  qf  cannon, 
*'  and  made  prisoners  a  General,  u  Colonel, 
"  and  several  Officers :  and  I  request  that 
"  its  Colonel,  Brigadier  Bon  Joseph  Maria 
"  de  Lastrcs,  may  be  promoted  to  th^ 
"  rank  of  Lieutenant-Genera?,  for  having 
"  attacked  at  the  head  of  his  regiment, 

"  giving  the  best  example." ^Thus,  you 

see,  that,  as  we  proceed  our  difficulties  in- 
crease. To  reconcile  our  publications  with 
those  of  the  Spanish  General  is  a  task,  I 
should  fear,  too  much  even  for  Messrs.  Hus- 
kisson  and  Ward,  or,  for  Lord  Castlereagh 

himself. Here  the  Spanish  General,  m 

an  oflScial  report,  which  he  knew  would  be 
published,  and  be  read  by  the  English 
^my,  talks  <?f  those  of  his  troops,  who  had 
"  the  greatest  share"  in  the  action  ;  of  th« 
fierce  and  well-supported  fire  of  his  infantry  ; 
of  their  repeatedly  repulsing  the  attacks  of 
the  enemy  ;  and  of  the  charges  qfhis  caval" 
ry.  Could  there  be  all  this,  and  yet  Sir 
Arthur  speak  of  the  Spanish  assistance  in 

the  manner  that  he  does  ? But,  what 

shall  we  say  to  the  concluding  part  of  this 
paragraph  of  Cuesta  ?  He  gives  to  his 
troops  a  share,  not  to  say  the  principal 
share,  in  taking  the  cannon,  which  fell  into 
our  hands,  apd  of  which  Si^r  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley speaks  as  having  been  taken  by  his 
troops,  without  any  particular  mention  of 
the  Spaniards  ;  nay,  Cuesta  here  talks  of 
PRISONERS,  whom  his  army  assisted  iiv 
taking,  and  amongst  whom  were  "  a  Crf- 
K2 
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**  neral,  a  CoZon^r,  and  several  officers,^*  How 
15  all  this  ?  We  heard,  through  Sir  Arthur 
W.ellesley,  of  no  office"  s  of  the  enemy  be- 
ing made  prisoner.  lie  drily  told  us  ; 
quite  drily,  ibnt  he  had  made  "  some  pri- 
"  soners ;"  but,  not  a  word  doea  he  say 
about  the  number  of  them ;  much  less  about 
their  rankt  though  he  had  plenty  of  time 
for  all  this  before  the  Isl  of  August,  when, 
jt  seems,  he  wrote  his  last  dispatches.  Is 
it  possible,  that  Cuesta  was  humming  the 
Junta?  Is  it  possible,  that  he  should  put 
such  a  barefaced  fulshood  in  black-and- 
white  ?  I  think  not ;  and,  yet,  how  can 
we  reconcile  his  statement  with  either  the 
language,  or  the  silence,  of  Sir  Arthbr  \Vel- 

]esley  ? Upon  the  whole,  however,  as 

to  the  part,  which  the  Spaniards  had  in  the 
action,  it  is  impossible  that  both  accounts 
can  be  true ;  and,  as  long  as  this  impossi- 
bility exists,  I  shall  continue,  not  to  doubt, 
l[)ut  to  disbelieve,  the  fact,  that,  on  the  27th 
ftnd  28th  of  July,  otir  army  had  to  contend 
with  double  its  numbers.  In  plain  English,  1 
^0  not  believe  that  fa(:t.  I  believe,  that 
cur  army  had  to  contend  with  superior 
^umbers,  becau^  I  do  not  believe,  that, 
with  equal  numbers,  the  French  would 
have  attacked  them ;  but,  including  the 
Spanish  army  under  Cuesta,  which,  be/ore 
the  battle,^was  stated  at  52,000  men,  we 
had  double  the  numbers  of  the  French^  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  Cuesta  himself,  who 
ftates  the  French  force  at  from  35,000  to 
40,000  men,  which  is  not  contradicted  by 
Wellesley,  who  gives  no  statement  at  all 

,©f  the  French  force. ^The  aid  we  got 

from  the  Spaniards,  waff,  1  dare  say,  not 
^eat ;  but,  it  must  have  been  something ; 
and,  as  the  force  of  Wellesley,  before  the 
battle,  was  stated  here  at  26,000  men,  the 
disparity  in  point  of  numbers,  actually  en- 
gaged, could  not  have  been  so  very  great. 
Slifl,  I  am  convinced,  that  we  had  to  con- 
tend with  superior  numbers,  actually  t  ii- 
aged ;  and>  I  am,  for  my  part,  quite  satis- 
ed  with  that,  without  any  exaggerations 

.  of  any  sort. But,  who  that  rightly  con- 

^siders  the  matter,  and  that  has  viewed  the 
result  of  tliia  battle,  can  possibly  approve 
of  the  word  "  vanquished'*  as  applied  to 
the  French  army  at  Talavera  ?  This  army 
was  repulsed:  2^*^  the  most ;  it  was  merely 
a  repulse ;  ai  the  very  most,  it  was  no- 
thing more.  To  vanquish  is  more  than  to 
dtfeat;  it  is  to  subdue;  and,  is  it  modest,  is 
it  decent,  for  us  to  say,  that  we  subdued 
,}he  French  at  Talavera  ?  We  lose  greatl}-^; 
jBrie  greatly; injure  our  character  by  these 
•Kaggerations.     The  account  of  tbs  con- 
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tending  forces,  published  in  our  news-pa-* 
pers  no  longer  ago  than  the  9th  of  August; 
said  :  "  On  the. 8th  of  July  Cuesta  was  at 
*'  Miravete,  and  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  at 
"  Placentia;  there  was  to  be  an  interview 
"  between  them  on  the  9th,  and  we  con- 
"  elude  the  junction  was  effected  on  the 
"  lllhor  12th.  The  French,  under  Vic- 
"  tor,  were,  on  the  7th,  at  Talavera;  they 
"  are  repairing  that  bridge.  By  a  fetter 
"  from  Victor  to  King  Joseph,  dated  Oro- 
"  pera,  the  25lh  of  June,  and  taken  by  a 
"  party  of  our  horse  beyond  Talavera,  his 
"  army  appears  to  have  been  m  a  sad  cotidi- 
**  tion  at  that  time,  though  not  so  bad  ai 
"  that  of  Soult,  in  Old  Castile,  whose  let- 
"  tcrs,  taken  on  General  Franceschi,  draw 
"  a  deplorable  picture  oftliut  division  qfVan* 
'*  dais.'*  These  were  the  accounts,  witi 
which  the  people  of  England  were  amused 
but  a  very  few  days  before  the  news  of  tli 
battle  arrived.  Nov),  h  seems,  however, 
that  Victor  had  an  army  of  sufficient  forct 
to  attack  the  united  Spanish  and  English 
army,  which,  if  the  last  accounts  be  cor- 
rect, is  retreating  before  the  «'  vanquished^' 
army  of  Victor  ;  yes,  retreating,  absolute- 
ly retreat  iiTg,  before  that  very  army,  which 
it  *'  vanquished'*  at  Talavera,  and/or  Afli- 
ing  vanquished  which  our  general  command- 
ing is,  in  future,  to  bear  the  title,  of  Vis- 
count qf  Talavera !  Aye ;  that  is  the  way 

that  %ve  do  things! Oh  I   but  our  armf 

is  not  getting  away  from  the  Duke  of  Bel- 
luno's  alone;  there  is  Soult,  the  *' cw^eJ 
"  Soult*'  (the  Duke  of  Balmatia)  pushing 
across  from  Placentia,  to  take  ns  in  front, 
while  the  Duke  of  Belluno  comes  upon  our 
rear.  Sure  !  What,  Soult,  the  "  cursed 
"  Soult,"  with  his  "  division  of  Vandals," 
who,  only  on  the  9th  of  August,  we  wer« 
told  were  in  so  "  deplorable*'  ai  state,  and 
which  division  was,  we  were  before  told, 
reduced  to  4^000  men !  All  this,  if  not  veiy 
wonderful,  ought  to  teach  the  people  of 
England  to  shut  their  ears  against  the  state- 
ments of  these  hireling  writers,  whose  call- 
ing it  is  to  deceive  and  to  cheat  them. 

It  will  be  remembered  too,  that  it  is  for 
having  defeated  this  same  ''  cursed  Soult, 
on  the  xiver  Douro,  in  Portugal,  that  th« 
title  of  Baron  Douro  has  been  given  to 

Wellesley.  The  titles  are  thus: "  The 

"  King  has  been  pleased  to  grant  the  dig- 
"  nities  of  Baron  and  Viscount  of  tnt 
"  United  Kingdoms  of  Great  Britafn  and 
"  Ireland,  unto  the  Eight  Hon.  Sir  Arthur 
"  Wellesley,  Knight  of  the  Most  Honour- 
"  able  Order  of  tbfe  Bath,  and  Lieutenant 
"  General  of  bi»  MajesCy^s  Forces,  *and  la 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XP^  ZBVVSMBtR'^  ]SOd.'—BattkqfTalavcra. 


**  ^he  beirs  ma|e  of  his  body  lawfully  be- 
"  cotten,  by  the  names,  styles,  antl  titles  of 
•*  fiaron  Duuro  of  Wellesley,  in  the  coUnty 
♦f  of  Somerset,  aiicl  Viscount  XV'eHingtou  of 
"  Talavera,  and  of  Wellinijtoii,  in  the  said 
*'  county,'*  and  the  General  Order,  upon 
which  we  are  observing,  and  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  intended  principally 
for  the  purpose  of  preparing  the  public 
mind  for  the  grant  of  the  titles;  thisOituER 
•ays,  thai,  upon  the  Douro,  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  "  totally  discbi/ifiud the  entmy.** 
^!r-  W^hitbread,  with  poliCical  courage  pos- 
sessed by  very  few,  observed  in  parlia- 
ment^  that  it  was  nut  a  battle  with  Soult's 
urrny,  but  merely  with  his  rear  guard.  At 
iny  rate,  vye  now  are  told,  thai  it  is  this  to- 
tally discomfited  force,  this  division  of 
Vandals  in  ihe  most  deplorable  state,  of 
whom  ^aron  Douro  is  so  much  afraid,  that 
he  is  getting  oil' as  fust  as  possible  toward^ 
Cadiz.  We  are  a  good-naiured  people,  as 
the  Duke  of  Brunswick  says ;  a  remarka- 
bly believing  people ;  a  people  whose  fuith 
puts  to  shame  that  of  the  worshippers  of 

the  Dutch  Dolls. ^Sorae  people  seem  to 

l»e  of  opinion,  that  Baron  Douro  of  Wel- 
lesley, in  the  county  of  Somerset,  and  Vi§- 
count  Wellington  of  Talavera  de  la  Reyna, 
and  of  Wuilingion  in  the  said  county,  is  in 
imminent  danger  of  being  captured  with 
all  his  army.     This  is  an  apprehension  ex- 
pressed   in  the   new^-papers,  upon  what 
foundation  I  know  not ;  but,  if  it  should  b'e 
well-founded^  and  ihe  event  take  p  ace, 
there  surely  will  be  no  end  to  the  laugh- 
ter and  mockeries  of  the  French  and  of  all 
Europe.      We  shall,  indeed,  p.xss  for  able 
deliverers,  if  this  should  be  the  case  ;    if 
the  man,  who   bears  the  title  of  places 
where  he  has  "  vanquished"  one  army  and 
**  totally  discomfited'*  another,  should  be 
captured,  with  all  his  army,  by  one  or  both 
of  those  same  arm'es,  even  before  his  titles 
get  out  to  him  !    Things  can  hardly  be  so 
bad  as  this.     I  do  not  see,  as  yet,  any  rea- 
son to  fear  a  result  at  once  so  melancholy 
and  so  ludicrous ;    but,  if  the  accounts 
from  Spain  be  true,  he  was,  when  the  last 
advices  came  away,  retreatini;  as  fast  as 
possible  before  that  very  army,  for  having 
**  vanquisJied**  which  he  is  titled,  and  had 
started,  on  his  retreat,  froni  the  very  spot, 
the  name  of  which  te  and  his  descendants 
are  to  bear.   This,  without  any  thing  more, 
is  a  curious  fact,  and  quite  characteristic 
of  the  times  in  which  we  live,  and  of  the 
use  which  is  now  made  of  honours  and  ti  • 

ties ^The  General  Order  expresses, 

in  the  most  marked  and  special  manner. 


[^, 


the  sense  which  the  king  entertains  of  tli© 
personal  services  of  sir  Anhur  Wtlleslcy, 
•M\{}i  speaks  highly  of  his  ability,  valour,  and 
military  resource,  displayed  during  tins  ttcni- 
/d  campaign. — Now,  irt  the  first  place,  the 
campaii^n  is  not  yet  over)  and,  though  I 
shalf  jjass  no  opinion  upon  the  valour  ol 
Baron  Douro  and  ViscOuni:  Talavera,  'till 
f  possess  s«»methin^^  like  a  kjio'.v'ledge  of 
its  existence',  \  snail  ngt  rcs'.rain  myself 
from  savin^c,  tliat,  during  the  campaign,  as 
far  as  1  have  heard  any  thijig  of  it,  1  have 
discovered  no  marks  of  ability,  or  military 
resource,  in  the  Viscount;  and,  if  those 
who  advised  the  General  Ouoer,  had 
thought  it  a  fit  occasion  to  mike  a  grate- 
ful allusion  to  those  with  who>t  blood  the 
defence  at  Talavera  was  purchased,  to 
glance  at  the  053  officers  and  men  and 
the  1 .5j>  liorses,  mi552>7^,  and  to  hint  at  the  ■ 
subsequent  retreat  of  our  army,  they 
would,  1  imagine,  hav6  found  it  necessary 
to  cite  some  proo/'  of  the  ability  and  mili- 
tary resource  of  the  Viscotmt,  other  than 
that  to   be  found  in  the  history  of  this 

"eventful    cunipaign/' Why   did    he 

not.  pursue  the  "  vanquished"  enemy  ? 
He  wanted  provisions  and  rest ;  and  did  not 
Victor  want  them  too  ?  This  excuse  will 
never  do.  It  is  well  known,  that  a  re- 
treating army  always  experiences  more 
sufFernig  in  this  way  than  a  pursuing 
army.  But,  why  did  he  not  wait  fur  ][)ro- 
visions?  Why  did  lie  push  on  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  put  it  out  of  his  power  to 
pursue  the  enemy,  though  he  should  beat 
him  ?  Why  did  he  so  manage  matters  as 
to  be  unable  to  pursue  a  vanquished  ene- 
my ?  Pursue  did  I  say  ?  Nay,  to  be  unor 
ble  to  keep  his  ground  be  lore  a  vanquished 
enemy!  Good  heaven;  to  be  unable  to 
stay  and  look  a  vanquished enenty  in  tlwface! 
"  He  thought,  that  Victor  wou.d  not  be  so 
"  strong  as  he  was.*'  Oh  ;  he  did,  did  hA} 
\yhy,  then,  he  thought  wrong,  and  a  man, 
vvho  is  em  rusted  with  the  lives  'of  ottier 
men  and  with  the  honour  of  his  country, 
should  not  think  wrong.  '*'  Any  man  may 
*•  make  a  mistake.*'  Very  true  ;  but,  it  is 
not  the  luck  of  every  man  to  receive 
tJiereupon  greater  honours,  oi',  at  least,  a 
hi'^her  title,  than  was  bestowed  upon   the 

Hero  qf  the  Nile.- The  hireling  writers 

in  London  appear,  from  the  lollowing  pa- 
ragraph, to  he  disposed  to  maintain,  that 
the  Viscount  intended  to  pursue  and  to 
fight  Victor  with  an  inferior  army,  ^/^oitwfg 
that  Soult  was  In  his  (the  Viscounv's)  redr, 
with  an  army  equal  in  numbers  to  his  own. 
"Come,  ail^'ou  who  are  so  food  of 
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I  considering  every  thing  as  so  wisely 
^  planned,  and  so  well  executed,  on  the 
*'  part  of  the  enemy  !  who  can  find  no 
"  terms  sufficiently  strong  to  express  your 
<'  admiration  of  Buonaparte  and  his  gene- 
*' rals,  come  and  behold  a  contrast! — 
"  Compare  the  achievements  of  four 
*'  French  Marslials  with  the  achievements 
"  of  one  British  Gaieral !  Behold,  on  one 
*'  side,  under  one  of  Buonaparte's  best 
•*  Marshals,  between  40  and  50,<X)0  men 
*'  advancing  against  tlie  British  General  in 
"  front,  and,  on  the  other,  three  Marshals, 
''equally  celebrated,  Ney,  Soult,  and 
"  Mortier,  advancing  with  20,0(X)  in  his 
"  rear— a  total  force  qf  70,000  men!  To 
"  have  merely  eftected  a  retreat  would 
"  have  hern  thought  a  singular  merit ;  but 
'•  the  British  General,  confident  in  the 
*'  British  hearts  and  arms  which  he  com- 
**  manded,  risks  a  battle  with  more  than 
'*  double  his  force,  and  gains  a  brilliant 
"  victory ;  disappoints  the  project  of  pjac- 
"  ing  him  between  two  fires,  and  ejects  his 

•«  retreat   in    tJte    best   order," Do   not 

y  hollow  before  you  are  out  of  the  wood," 
is  an  old  saying.  The  retreat,  in  the  best 
order,  is  not  yet  effected,  that  we  know  of; 
and,  if  it  should  be,  what  could  possibly 
justify  the  act,  which  these  parasites, 
these  brutally  ignorant  parasites,  impute 
to  the  general,  whom  they  think  they  arc 
praising  \  To  suppose,  that,  while  he  was 
pursuinjr  Victor,  he  did  not  know  the  ex- 
tent of  victor's  force,  and  the  extent  and 
local  situation  of  Soult's  force ;  to  suppose 
this  is,  indeed,  to  suppose  him  greatly  de- 
ficient in  point  of  intelligence  ;  but,  to 
suppose,  that  he  did  possess  this  know- 
ledge, is  to  suppose  h'ltn  guilty  of  some- 
thing very  little  short  of  treason,  unless 

you  set  him  down  for  an  ideot. 1  will 

not  here  dwell  upon  the  ^jaseness  and  tm- 
pudence  of  these  hirelings,  who,  to  answer 
their  own  mercenary  purposes,  choose  to 
represent  the  British' army  as  being  alone, 
and  to  have  but  one  general ;  nor  will  I 
stop  to  notice  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
existence  of  a  French  army  in  Spain  to 
the  amount  of  70,000  men,  when,  only 
three  w^eks  ago,  the  people  were  ^old,  by 
these  same  writers,  that,  in  a  few  months, 
there  would  not  be  a  Frenchman  in  the 
Peninsula ;  I  shall  leave  the^e  things  for 
tlie  present;  but,  I  cannot  refrain  from 
iaying  another  word  or  two  upon'the  sub- 
ject of  the  Viscount's  abilily  and  "mi'ri- 
"  tary  resour(^ ''  during^th^is  "  eventful 
?  c»™paj«^Iiifi^^^«Vi/flry  resource'* 
^  »4i  ttii^^i^SnSSs^lbkaiP^rase^  tak- 


ing its  rise,  amongst  most  of  our  other  des- 
picable fooleries,  in  the  enervating  and 
stupifying  air  of  St.  James's  and  Bond- 
street,  where  our  herpes  have  so  many 
times«defeated,  routed,  and  "  vanquished^* 
the  French  ;  but,  the  meaning  it  is  intend- 
ed to  convey  is,  I  suppose,  that  which 
used  to  be  expressed  by  the  word  general- 
ship ;  and,  taking  it  in  this  sense,  all  1  have 
further  to  dispute  is  ihe  fact.  I  should  be 
glad  to  hear  any  one  state  the  grounds, 
upon  which  it  has  thus,  in  the' face  of  tht 
world,  been  proclaimed,  that  Welleslej 
has  shewn  great  generalship,  during  th'i 
campaign.  I  should  like  to  hear  tb« 
grounds  of  this  assertion  stated  ;  but,  I 
never  shall ;  for  those  who  have  made  it 
are  not  apt  to  trouble    themselves  with 

grounds. Viscount  Talavera  and  Baron 

Douro  was  not  sent  out  until  Napoleon 
had  withdraw!)  the  greater  part  of  his 
troops  from  the  Peninsula.  How  many 
times  have  we  been  told,  that  the  French 
were  upon  the  point  of  entire  expulsion? 
But,  at  any  rate,  Talavera  had  a  force  su- 
perior to  the  French  in  Portugal ;  he  pur- 
sued the  French  out  of  Portugal ;  and, 
he,  at  last,  formed  a  junction  uiih  a  large 
flipanish  army.  Having  done  this,  he 
(supposing  him  now  to  be  the  direcring 
head  and  .animating  soul  of  every  thing 
near  him,  which  is  the  supposition  we  are 
tiiught  to  proceed  upon)  set  forth  in  pur- 
suit of  the  army  under  Victor.  No  mat- 
tor,  for  the  prest-nt,  what  Victor's  strength 
was;  Bart)Jl  Douro  pursued  him;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  in  the  pursuit,  be 
caught  him.  The  consequence  Wiw  a  bat- 
tle, in  which,  taking  all  for  go«;|)cl,  the 
French  were  "vanquished,"  Well,  what 
happened  now  ?  VVhy,  in  the  first  place, 
the  Baron  lost  one  fourth  part  of  his  army, 
and  about  an  eighth  part  of  that  loss  con- 
sisted of  missing.  Aye,  of  missing !  though 
he  kept,  he  says,  the  field  of  battle.  Aye, 
this  "vanquished"  enemy  ran  away;  net 
only  took  themselves  ofi)  but  took  ofl'  655 
of  our  officers  and  soldiers,  and  J  59  of  our 
horses,  along  with  them.  If  this  was  not 
catching  a  Tartar,  never  did  Pat  catch  a 
Tartar  in  the  world.  "  I  have  caught  a 
*'  Tartar,"  said  he  to  his  Captain,  during 
a  rencontre  in  the  dark.  *'  Well  done, 
"  my  boy,"  said  the  Captain,  *'  bring 
"  him  hither."—"  We  won^t  come/'  says 
Pat;  "Why,  then,"  said  the  Captain, 
"  come  hither  yourself." — "  But  he  tvon't 
"  let  me,*'  replied  Pat,  as  our  o53  officers 
aud  soldiers  must  have  replied,  if  they  baid 
been  addressed  in  the  fiain«  wavw— — Very 
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well;  batj  let  us,  in  spite  of  this  most 
glaring  fact,  allow  Victor  to  have  been 
"vanquished/'  what  was  the  consequence; 
what  effi^t  upon  the  state  of  the  war  was 
produced  ?  For,  where  every  fourth  man 
of  an  army  js  lost;  where  victory  is  pur- 
chased so  dearl V,  it  ought  to  answer  some 
purpose  beyond  that  of  procuring  a  title, 
and  a  pensioi\,  most  likely,  for  the  Com- 
mander. What,  then,  was  the  consequence 
of  this  battle  ?  Did  it  tend  to  drive  the 
French  out  of  the  heart  of  Spain,  where  it 
was  fought  ?  Did  it  shake  Joseph  Napo- 
leon upon  bis  throne  at  Madrid  ?  Did  it 
enable  our  army  to  pursue  and  destroy 
that  of  France;  that  which  it  had  "van- 
"  quished"  f  No,  none  of  these ;  but,  on 
the  contrary^  if  the  last  published  advices 
be  correct,  our  army,  was  unable  to  pur- 
sue the  ''  vanquished,'^  even  for  the  pur- 
pose of  recovering  its  missing;  and,  in 
two  days  after  the  Battle  was  fought,  it  was 
compelled  to  retreat  before  that  vanquished 
army,  some  of  whose  generals  it  had  killed 
and  some  wounded,  and  "  entire  brigades'* 
«f  which  it  had  annihilated  !  Observe,  the 
French  army  could  have  received  no  aug- 
mcHUUioH  after  the  battle ;  no  succours  after 
itwas  "vanquished  ;"  because  TaJavera 
tells  us  in  his  dispatch,  that  Joseph  Napo- 
leon had  come  out  with  his  troops  to  Vic* 
tor^s  assistance,  and  that  the  whole  of  the 
French  force  in  this  part  of  Spain  was  col- 
lected together  for  this  battle.  The 
French  army  could  not,  therefore,  be  aug- 
mented. It  was  the  very  same  "  van- 
"  quished"  army,  which  had  been  so  cut 
to  pieces,  and  cowed  down  but  two  day§ 
before.  This  army  it  was,  befoi-e  which 
oar  «'  victorious"  army  began  its  retreat, 
in  less  than  48  hours  after  its  *'  glorious 
"  victory."  This  is  pretty /rwiV  of  victory. 
ItwasdiflTerent  at  Blenheim  and  at  Tra- 
^^gar.     This  fruit  was  hardly  worth  the 

lives  of  about  5,000  men. H  the  French 

army,  which  had  been  "  vanquished"  only 
♦8  hours  before,  had  not,  then,  received 
any  reinforcements,  what  made  it  either 
prudentOr  honourable  to  retreat. before, it  ? 
I  should  first  ask,  why  it  was  not  pursued ; 
.  but,  that  has  been  anticipated  by  the  Ba- 
ron's dispatch  of  the  I  St  of  August,  where 
he  attributes  his  inactivity  to  toant  qfpro- 
^inont  and  to  fatigue^  Now,  as  to  provi- 
sions, why  did  he  go  on  beyond  his  provi- 
sions. Had  he  been  the  pursued  party 
indeed,  the  excuse  might  have  been  good  ; 
hot,. being  the  pursuer,  he  had  to  choose 
his  distances.  But,  if  he  wanted  provisions, 
was  not  the  enemy  in  th«  same  j)light  ? 


And,  as  Xofatigue,  oh !  it  will  never  do  to 
tell  us,  that  an  army,  which  has  "  van- 
"  quished"  another,  and  annihilated  "  en- 
*'  tire  brigades,"  is  unable,  from  Jaii^ue,  to 
pursue  that  "  vanquished"  army.  This 
will  never  do.  It  is  what  never  wa-s  before 
heard  of.  And,  besides,  there  were  the 
Spaniards,  who,  according  to  the  Baron's 
account,  had  had  little  share  in  the  battle, 
and  who  could  know  no  other  fatigue  than 
what  arose  from  want  of  something  to  do. 

This  is  all  nothing,  however,  till  we 

see  the  French,  see  the  "  vanquished" 
French,  in  spite  of  all  the  slaughter  they 
had  experienced,  in  spite  of  the  killing  and 
wounding  of  their  generals,  and  the  87 
waggons  of  wounded  men,  which  Cuesta 
says  they  had  ;  till  we  see  them,  in  spite 
of  all  this,  coming  again  to  the  attack,  and 
actually  taking  up  the  ground  of  our  army, 
which  now  thmks  proper  to  retreat  before 
them  with  Talavera  at  its  head.  Yes,  we 
see  this  same  "  vanquished"  army  becoming 
the  assailant  of  those,  who,  only  48  hours 
before  *had  obtained  a  *'  glorious  victory*' 
over  it ;  and,  not  only  that,  but  we  see 
this  French  army  coming  on  over  that 
very  country*  where  our5  could  find  no  pro- 
visions !  This  is  wonderful.  If  ours  could 
not  advance  for  want  of  provisions,  how  it 
the  French  army  to  live,  in  the  same 
country,  and  upon  the  same  line  of  march^ 
and  that,  too,  after  our  army  has  passed 
over  ill  again  ;  after  X)ur  army  has  given  it 
another  bite  down?  Want  of  provisions 
prevents  us  from  moving  forward  after  a 
"  vanquished"  army  ;  but  the  *'  van- 
"  quished"  army  is  not  prevented  frona 
moving  forward  after  us,  even  into  the 
.country,  where  wo  experience  this  debili- 
tating and  benumbing  want  of  provisions* 

But,  there  is  given  us  another  reason 

for  Talavera's  retreat,  more  powerful  than 
the  former  ;  for,  indeed,  to  plead  M-ant  ^ 
provisions  and  Jatigue  in  justification  of  a 
precipitate  retreat  would  be  too  barefiiced 
even  for  the  meridian  of  St.  James's  Street. 
This  other  reason  is,  that  Soi;lt,  whom 
the  Spaniards  appear  to  have  surnamed 
"  the  cursed/*  \\d^  pu.hinq  on,  with  an 
army  of  20,0()0  men,  in  order  to  getupoa 
the  rear  of  Baron  Douro ;  and,  that,  in 
order  to  avoid  being  placeJ  between  two 
fires,  the  Baron  was  compelled  to  hurry 
back,  though  this  movement  was  accom- 
panied with  the  mortification  of  .seeing 
himself  pursued  by  an  army,  that  he  hs^d 
"  vanquished."  This  is  a  very  good  rea- 
son for  retreating ;  and  I  am  not  a  little 
pleased  to  percei?e,  that,  tbougl^  mund  »t 
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prcfbisimsy  nnd  fatigue,  prevented  the  aHie(1 
armies  from  advancing,  it  had  no  such 
etitct  upon  their  powers  of  retrcaiing,  in 
which,  imked,  the  two  armies  appear,  from 
the  reports  in  the  news-papers,  to  have 
carried  their  rivalship  in  zeal  to  a  very 
high  degree.  So  fai-  from  standiiig  in  an 
attitude  to  thrust  each  other  on  foremost, 
they  appear,  if  these  accounts  be  true, 
to  have  thought  of  nothing  but  excelling 
one  another  in  alacrity,  it  would  seem, 
that  our  army  was  willing  to  take  ihe  lead, 
nnd  to  leave  the  Spaniards  to  come  after  at 
their  leisia-e;  but  whether  from  that  affection 
♦or  our  army,  which  the  Morning  Chro- 
nicle supposes  to  have  been  so  strong,  or, 
from  some  other  cause,  not  less  delicate 
and  more  powerful,  it  does  appear,  that 
onr  army  was  hardly  got  out  of  si;;ht, 
'v^-hen  the   Spaniards  set  oii*  after  it,  like  a 

foal  after  its  dam. Be  this  as  it  may, 

the  reason  for  the  retreat  is  quite  suffi- 
4cient ;  and,  it  only  remains  for  mj'  LorH 
Bouro,  or  some  oi'  those  who  talk  of  his 
**  miliUtrij  Tc source*'  to  furni-h  as  good  a 
reason  for  the  advance  of  our  army  to  Ta- 
lavera,  wlille  "  the  cursed  {!>ouk'^  lay  at 
Placentia  ;  or  while  he  by  any  where,  he 
or  any  other  French  commnnder,  with  a 
force  capair.e,  when  joined  lo  that  of  Vic- 
tor, or  co-ojjcraiing  with  Victor's  force, 
4o  pl'>ce  our  army  between  two  fires,  and 
possibly  to  cnpture  it.  We  want  a  suffi- 
cient r^a«ou  for  th's.  The  advance  int<» 
the  heart  of  Spain  has  lost  us  many  thou- 
ScWid  of  lives;  it  has  sent  some  hundreds  of 
onr  countrymen  into  Frcneli  prisons,  there 
lo  remain,  perhaps,  for  seven.l  years  ;  it 
^\\\  cost  us  many  a  hiindred  thousand  of 
pounds ;  and  shall  we  not  be  entitled  to 
ftsk,  u%  it  was  uiKlerraken  ;  especially 
when  the  commander  is  asseried  to  have 
displayed  ^great  generalship,  and  when 
he  is  loaded  with  titles  for  his  achieve- 
ments ?  Was  he  not  acquamted  with  the 
strength,  or  the  situation,  of  '*  the  cursed 
»So!ilt  s''  army  ?  V^'hyy  then,  was  he  not  r 
Jt  is  one  part,  and  a  material  part,  of  ge- 
iieralship'  to  know  what  and  whom  you 
have  to  attack  or  to  defend  yourself 
agaiiBt.  Either  TalaVv  ra  knew  what  he 
}\ad  to  encounter,  or  he  did  not :  if  the 
iormer,  he  wanted  the  judgment  necessary 
\o  enable  him  to  weigh  his  meann  against 
'his  undertaking ;  and  if  the  latter,  he 
ought  not  to  have  advanced.  In  short,  the 
advance  into  Spain  and  on  lo  Taiavera  was 
of  his  own  choosing:  there  was  nothing 
;  that  Compelled  him  to  leave  Portui^al  :  he 
y  as  flftfe  in  his  rear^  had  an  abundance  of 


BaUkqfTuLivera.  [S04 

means  for  keeping  his  ground,  and,  of 
course,  should  not  have  moved  forwar4 
till  h^  had  been  able  to  form  a  rational 
hope  of  success.  The  advance  was  hit 
own  work ;  i)0  one  else  had  any  thing  t<) 
do  with  it ;  and,  if  it  end  in  a  flight  belbra 
tsie  French,  after  having  cost  us  so  muc^ 
in  blood  And  in  money,  shall  w€  still  be 
told,  that  he  has  great  "  military  resource?*' 
Shall  we  stdl  patiently  l)ear  this?  Shall 
we  still  shout  when  the  Park  and  Tower 
guns  are  fired  ?  I^hall  we,  indeed,  verify 
the  words  of  my  motto  ?  And,  yet,  shall 
we  have  the  impudence,  the  inane  assur- 
ance, to   nmck  at  Uie   French  people  on 

account  ot*  their  credulity  ? ^When  I 

take  a  view  of  the  liatltC  of  Talavera,  I 
can  see  in  it  no  marks  of  generalship  on 
the. part  of  Wcllesiey  ;  but,  of  bis  con  ^uct 
during  that  battle  we  can,  in  fact,  knons 
very  little.  We  know  what  his  conduct 
in  ihejCajitpaign  has  been,  as  far  as  k  \)U 
hitherto  gone  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  cam- 
paign considered  as  consisting  of  iBiport^ 
ant  movements  and  measures  j  and,  if  we 
find  him  wanting  in  these  ;  i4*  we  find 
these  movements  and  measures  productive 
of  loss  of  ground  as  well  as  4oss  of  lives 
and  money,  our  decision  must  be  against 

the    generalship    of  the    campaign. 

There  is  one,  and,  in  my  opinion,  but  oae 
ground  of  apoiogy  for  the  advance  of  our 
army  iiHo  Spain,  sO  far  as  Talavera:  I 
mean,  that  Douro  dkl  not  find  either 
the  Spanif^h  annj/  or  the  Spanish  peopk 
or  the  Spanish  jyrovinces  what  he  expected 
to  find  them.  With  respect  to  the  two 
latter,  however,  the  peo[>le  and  the  $up- 
plies,  any  one  could  have  told  him  what 
the  country  afforded,  and  sir  John  Moore 
had  told  hnn  what  the  people  were  made 
of.  With  regard  to  the  arw^  he  could  not 
so  well  judge.  Fie  must,  after  what  be 
had  heard  of  in  the  corps  under  R<»ffia*ia 
and  13l:ike,  have  had  his  suspicions,  and  it 
became  him  to  take  care  how  he  exposed 
an  English  army  to  the  probable  coihc- 
quences  oi  a  reliance  upon  the  co-opera- 
tion of  such  associates.  Yet,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  was  for  him  to  judge,  whether  ^k 
effect  of  English  cxantpic  itpon  so  ccmsiderahlc 
a  koiiy  of  !Spamsh  troops  as  that  tmder  Otesta, 
w?s  not  worth  a  trial,  even  at  the  risk  of 
a  lost  battle.  This  appears  to  me  to  be 
the  only  ground  of  apology,  or  at  least,  ot 
justification  ;  and,  I  do  not  say,  that,  under 
similar  circumstances,  I  j>hould  rwt  have 
judged  \i\  favour  of  such  risk.  I  am  o( 
opiin'(m,  indeed,  that  a  great  part  of  the 
public,  think,  that,  at  bottom,  the  ttxm 
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cause  of  tbe  apprehended  flight  toft^arxis 
Cadiz,  is,  Weilesley's  disappuliument  in 
the  Spanish  troops.  Why  not  say  this, 
then?  Why  disguise  this  fact,  the  know- 
Jedge  of  which  removes,  at  once,  ail  the 
doubts  respecting  the  cause  of  inactivity 
after  the  battle,  and  of  the  precipi^ale  re- 
treat, which  is  said  to  have  followed  tliat 
inactivity  ?  Why  aot  declare  openly  a 
fact  so  Q^ecessary  not  only  to  the  jnstinca- 
tion  of  our  general,  but  to  the  reputation 

of  our  army? The  reason  is,  that  the 

greater  part  of  those,  who  have  got  hold 
of  the   public  ear,  wish  to  deceive   that 
public   iR  almost  every  thing ;    hut,  iu 
nothing  so  much  as  in  what  relates  to  the 
disposition  of  the  people  and  the  armies 
of  Spain,  who,  until  the  last  verse  of  the 
Jast  chapter,  we  are  to  be  told,  are  ready 
to  shed  their  blood  for  Feaoinano  Vll. 
In  vain  do  facts,  multitudes  of  facts,  flatiy 
contradict  this  asseKion ;  in  vain  liave  we 
read  tbe  letters  of  sir  John  Moore ;  in  vain 
^ave  we  seen  whole  corps  run  away  from 
their  commanders ;  io  vain  even  now,  in 
fcis  Orders  respecting  this  very  battle,  does 
COesta  speak  of  his  run*a  way  "i,  and  threat- 
en to    decimate  them,  when   he    catches 
them ;  that  is  to  say,  to  p.it  every  tenth 
man  of  them  to  death  :  in  vain  do  we  see 
and  hear  all  this ;  for  we  seem  rc^olve'l  to 
make  nO  useof  our  senses,  but  still  to  believe 
the  hirelings,  who  assure  us,  that  the  uni- 
versal Spanish  nation  is  "  bent  upon  lht» 
"  restoration  of  their  beloved  Ferdinand  ;" 
that  the  people, of  all  ranks  and  degrees,  are 
entlmiastic  in  nis  cause;  and,  in  short, that 
tfte  nation  \vi  II  suder  itseUto  be  butchered 
to  the  last  man,  rather  than  submit  to  the 
sway  of  Joseph  Napoleon.     Thin  is  what 
\V3  are  told   to  believe;  and  this  is  what 
prpqfs  innunoerable  to  the  contrary  do  not 
make  ever}'  one   disbelieve.     We   have 
now  before  us  our  army  in  precipitate  re- 
treat; we  know  that  they  have  lelt  some  hun- 
dreds of  missing:  and,  what  is  still  more  to 
be  lamented,   that  they  have  left  some 
thousands  of  wounded  and   of  sick  to  the 
mercy  of  tliose  whom  our  hireling  prints 
call^  '*  Vandals,"  that  is  to  say,  harbarians. 
Yet,  though  we  have  this  picture  before 
our  eye.*; ;  thou^  we  know  that  this  exists 
in  the  heart  of -Spain,  in  the  riiidst  of  a 
nation  consisting  of  ten  or  twelve  millions 
of  people,  still  arcthere  amongst  us  many 
thousands,  who  believe,  or  pflect  to  believe, 
that  the  uhole  Spanish  nation  is  enthusi- 
artic  in  our  cause,  artd  that  they  hate  and 
loath  the  French.     Ther?  is  no  accounting 
for  this  but  upon  the  principle  of  Burke : 


*'  let  a  man  teil  you  bi^  itorj  eirery  dajr 
<'  for  a  year,  aud,  at  the  end  of  jut,  he 
"  will  be  your  waster."  These  hireling 
prints  teil  their  story  every  day  ;  and  ai 
last,  they,  by  mere  dint  of  repeated  as- 
sertion, get  the  better   of  the  sense,  and 

the  reason  of  their  readers. Wbiie  v^f 

Lord  Douro  is  rjetreatmg  in  one  par^  of 
Spain,  his  brother,  Lord  Wellesley,  is,  thm 
hireling  prints  teil  us,  makiug  his  diplo*' 
matic  entry  into  another  part  iof  ihat 
devoted  country,  accompanied  by  another 
brother,  Mr.  Henry  Wjellesiey.  1  belieye 
there  is  a  fourth  brother,  aud  wodd  to  God 
they  were  all  in  Spain ;  iur,  it  has  long 
been  a  saying  about  Wititehail  ann  St. 
Jaau:s's  stjceet,  that  nobody  but  the  Wel-> 
jesleys  ar£  capable  of  encountering  th« 
Buonapartes.  Well,  there  are  tUrce  of 
them  in  Spain.  They  havenotiiLng  lodo 
but  to  di^w  upon  the  resources  ol  iing- 
laxid,  and,  unless  their  eulogi>ts  are  Liars* 
they  haxre  the  universal  Spanish  nation 
on  iheir  side.  There  ihey  are  then,  in  \i\t 
cabin/^t  as  well  as  in  the  held.  Tliey  are 
fairly  piued  against  the  Buonapartes,  and 
we  shaJl  see,  beibre  many  months  have 
passed  over  our  heads,  which  gains  the 

day. 'I'he  Marquis,  we  are  told  in  the  * 

LondoJi  Dows-f>apers,  stepped  on  shore> 
at  Cadiz,  ttport  a  French  Jlag,  brought  ajid 
spread  out  for  the  purpose.  Whether  this 
idea  was  borrowed  fropn  that  of  the  l)cd  of 
honour,  which  Marshal  Vandume  made  for 
the  king  of  France,  or  wbciher  it  be  of 
Oriental  origin,  i  know  not ;  though  I 
shofild  rather  suppose  the  lauer;  and,  at 
any  rate,  it  must  be  confessed,  that  there 
is  in  it  something  vastiy  manful,  dignihcd, 
and  sublime.  The  circumsiance  oi  ukere 
or  how,  the  flag  was  obtained,  whether  it 
was  taken  from  the  French,  during  a  ut:t- 
perate  conflict  on  sea  or  land,  ittieiiier  it 
came  from  one  bf  the  French  ships  detain- 
ed in  the  harbour  of  Cadiz,  whetUer  it  was 
bought  in  a  pawn-broker*s  sliop,  or,  whe- 
ther it  was  hooked  oif  from  some  wall, 
where,  under  the  name  of  bunting,  it  had 
kindly  sheltered  blossoms  or  fruits,  the  his- 
torical philosopher  who  narrates  tbe  occur- 
rence has  omitted  to  mention ;  but,  l>e  has  , 
told  us,  and  it  is  a  fact  that  I  wish  all  the 
people  in  England  to  know  and  to  bear  in 
mind,  that,  when  the  Marquis  Wellcsley 
landed  at  Cadiz,  a  French  flag  was  laid 
upon  the  ground,  that  he  might  walk  o? er 
it,  that  he  might  trample  it  under  foot,  that 
he  might  thus  triumph  over  Buonaparte. 
1  wish  this  to  be  borne  in  mmd  by  every 
man  in  England  1  sinc^I^  hope  that 
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neither  of  the  three  brothers  will  comekome, 
till  the  contest  is  fairly  at  an  end.  I  wish 
to  see  the  thing  fought  out  between  them 
and  the  Buonapartes.  They  took  to  the 
war  when  it  was  in  the  most  promising 
state.  Napoleon  was  in  Austria  ;  only  a 
handful,  comparatively,  of  his  army  was 
left  in  Spain  and  Portugal ;  not  yet  even 
have  any  reinforcements  been  sent  to  his 
army  ;  the  Wellesleys  have  had  an  abun- 
dance of  time  to  make  all  sorts  of  prepara- 
tions ;  and,  if  they  do  not  beat  the  Buona- 
partes, there  will  be  left  to  them  not  the 

shadow  of  an  excuse. We  have  .heard 

and  read  and  seen  enough  of  Lord  Welles- 
ley's  Oriental  wars.  Some  people  were 
ill-natured  enough  to  suppose,  that  these 
wars  with  the  blacks  were  nothing.  We 
shall  now  sec  what  be  will  do  against  u7/i/c 
men ;  and,  for  the  honour  of  Old  England, 
let  us  hope,  that  he  will  keep  up  his  habits 
of  triumph;  for,  really,  it  would  be  shock- 
ing to  find,  that  when  he  came  to  be  op- 
posed to  whites,  he  fell  off  in  his  career  of 
glory.  What  would  the  Nabob  Vieier  of 
Oude  say  to  that  ? — Well,  come  ;  let  us 
leave  them  a  while,  and  see  what  they  will 
do;  but,  this  I  certainly  shall  do,  when- 
ever the  result  is  known,  make  a  compari- 
son between  the  wars  of  the  Wellesleys  in 
Spain,  and  their  wars  in  India. 

It  ¥ras  my  intention  to  have  offered  some 
remarks  upon  an  article,  which  has  been 
published  in  the  Morning  Chronicle,  vpon 
the  subject  of  depreciation  (^  bank-notes,  that 
depreciation  being  now  openly  acknow- 
ledged to  exist ;  but,  I  thought  it  my  duty, 
before  I  proceeded  to  any  other  subject,  to 
place  upon  record  my  opinions,  relative  to 
the  battle  of  Talavera,  and  the  extraordi- 
nary transactions  connected  with  it. 

This  Bank-Note  work  is  going  steadily  on, 
and  80  it  ought;  but,  I  can  remember 
when  I  was  accused  of  a  wish  to  overthrow 
the  government,  because  I  insisted/  that 
bank-notes  had  depreciated.  They  have, 
it  would  appear  from  this  article,  now  de- 
preciated nearly  20  per  cent.,  and  this  is 
stated,  too,  in  the  public  prints,  to  which  I 
will  add,  that  I  am  very  far  from  thinking 
the  depreciation  an  unpromising  sign  for 
the  country.  The  bank  notes  are  the  funds, 
and  the  funds  are  the  bank  notes.     It  is  a 

Fleasant  concern  altogether;  but  it  is  what 
feel  no  interest  in,  and' what,  if  annihi- 
lated to-morrow  before  breakfast- time, 
would  not  at  all  endanger  the  safety  of 
England.  This  being  my  opinion,  the  au- 
thor of  the  article  in  question  must  excuse 
mt  if  I  smile  at  his  alarms,  aad  especially 


at  his  remedies.  No,  no  :  for  a  paper  car* 
rency,  once  debated,  to  be  restored  to  cre- 
dit, is  as  impossible  as  for  honesty  to  work 
its  way  into  the  heart  of  a  pettifogger,  bred 
to  the  forging  of  wills,  and  $he  tutoring  of 
false  witnesses. 

W«.  COBBETT. 
BotUy,  Thursday,  31st  August  lb09. 

MR.  TOWNSEND  ON  TYTHES. 

Biisbridge,  Aug.  20,  ISOd. 
Sir ;  Your  Political  Register  of  yester- 
day is  now  before  me,  and  as  you  are  the 
last  man  in  the  world  by  whom  I  would 
wish  any  thing  that  was  said  or  written 
by  me  to  be  misunderstood,  your  observa- 
tions on  my  Letter  concerning  the  Godal- 
inin    Tyihes,  (to  use   your   own  words) 
"  demand   an  answer.*'     So,   indeed,  do 
your  questions  concerning  Sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley's  dispatches^  and   I  wish  the  one 
may    be  answered  as  satisfactorily  as  I 
trust  I  shall  answer  the  other.     But,  before 
I  enter  on   the  subject  of  the  Tytbes,  I 
must  tell  you.  Sir,  that  1  take  an  uncommon 
degree   of  interest   in   every    thing  ibat 
comes  from  your  pen ;  for  we  often  think 
alike,   and   upon  some  occasions,  I  have 
foaiid  the  opinions  published  in  your  Re- 
gister, correspond   exactly    with   those'  I 
hud  in  private  expressed  :  which  was  the 
case  in  regard  to  the  late  dispatches  from 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley.     For  my  friends 
know  that  I  had  made  every  observation 
respecting  them,  which  in  yesterday's  Re- 
gister was  made  by  you :  particularly  the 
misunderstanding  which    the    dispatches 
were  likely  to  produce  betwixt  the  Spa- 
niards and  us.     When  one  feels  that  a 
man  really  loves  his  country,  when  ojie 
knows  that  in  consequence,  he  is  deserv- 
edly looked  up  to  by  that  counti«y,  one 
must  be  anxious  that  he  should  upon  all 
occasions  view  things  in  the   right  light. 
For  if  he  sees  things  through  a  false  me- 
dium, let  his  intentions  be  ever  80  good, 
he  would  never  be  able  to  apply  a  remedy 
to  the  existing  evil ;    and  he  would  h% 
sure  u>  split  o^  the  rock,  on  which  so  many 
have  struck  before. — I  will  confess  to*you, 
Sir,  that  your  Summary  of  Politics,  which 
I  have  read  to  day>  has  relieved  me  from 
some  alarm,  by  convincing    me   that  the 
"  zeal''  you  feel  for  the  public  cause,  will 
be  directed  in  the  proper  way.     Yes,  Sir, 
it   is   the  "  JVfedecin  malgie-lui,    it  is  a 
"  stupid  way  of  thinking  i-eoeived  and  en- 
"  cou raged  by  certain  hireling  writers  on 
"  the   Continent,   (and   you   might    have 
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**  added  in  this  country)  that  has  been  the 
^  great  cause  of  our  public  disasters/'  and 
I  agree  with  you  that  "  In  spite  of  long 
"  and  woeful  experience,  it  appears  to  me 
"  at  this  hour  as  efficient  as  ever."  And 
I  also  agree  with  you  that  "  The  public, 
"  who  have  been  so  often  deceived,  will 
"  bear  ^et  a  great  deal  more  in  the  way 
*' of. deception  :  and  that  those  who  at- 
**  tempt  to  undeceive  them  in  time,  must 
•*  expect  to  bear  yet  a  great  deal  more  in 
*'  the  way  of  reproach.  To  bear  a  share 
«f  that  reproach  I  am  most  willing,  and 
for  no  other  reward  than  the  satisfaction 
of  handing  down  to  my  son,  unsullied, 
that  character  for  political  disinterested- 
ness, and  integrity,  which  my  father  be- 
queathed to  me.  And  I  trust,  by  seeing 
a  good  example,  my  son  will  never  pros- 
titute those  abilities,  his  schoolmaster  tells 
me  he  possesses,  to  the  destruction  of  that 
rational  liberty,  which  Englishmen  ought 
at  all  times  to  be  ready  with  their  lives  to 
defend^  and  against  which  no  Englishman 
either  abroad  or  at  home  ever  ought  to 
lift  up  his  hand. — And  now.  Sir,  after  sp 
long  a  digression,  I  must  return  to  the  dull 
subject  of  Tythes,  respecfing  which  you 
iia?e  quite  misunderstood  me  ;  for  I  had 
not  the  most  distant  idea  of  abolishing 
Tythes  altogether  ;  I  might  as  well  have 
thought  of  nboli<»hing  Taxes  altogether; 
both  the  one  and  the  ottier,  if  kept  within 
due  bounds,  and  pro^rly  applied,  (to  use 
the  words  of  that  distinguished  Patriot,  Sir 
"Francis  liurdett)  when  collected,  would 
descend  like  the  dews  of  Heaven  to  occa- 
sion a  general  benefit. — Now,  Sir,  I  fancy 
the  words  that  gave  you  an  idea  that  1 
wished  for  the  abolition  of  Tythes  were 
these  :  *'  The  present  system  of  taxing 
*'  and  tything,  if  persevered  in,  will  in  a 
*'  short'time  prevent  the  farmer  from  sell- 
"  ing  his  corn,  except  at  a  price,  as  I  have 
"  obi«erved  before,  which  none  but  the 
"  affluent  can  atiibrd  to  pay."  Now,  Sir, 
what  i  meant  by  the  presenter  immediate 
system  was  this  ;  the  Tythe-valuer  came 
to  me,  and  told  me  that  the  weight  of  the 
taxes,  and  deamess  of  the  times,  obliged 
his  employer  to  raise  the  Tythes.  He  did 
not  know  what  the  present  system  might 
lead  to,  but  that  whilst  the  price  of  corn 
^tpt  up,  he  thought  1  could  afford  to  pay 
50^.  per  year.  Now,  Sir,  my  object  was 
to  l(Aixr,  not  to  keep  up  the  price  of  corn, 
and  that,  I  assure  you,  entirely  upon  pa- 
triotic, not  selfish,  feelings.  I  then.  Sir, 
began  to  consider,  where  is  this  race  be- 
twixt the  goyernvient,  rector,  and  farniir 


to  end.  The  government  layg  on  taxes, 
the  rector  raises  the  tythes,  the  farmer  the 
price  of  corn ;  but  what  is  to  become  of 
the  public  at  large  ?  and  what  remedy 
can  be  applied  to  the  frightful  prospect 
that  now  presents  itself  to  my  mind  ? — A 
Parliamentary  Reform — that  may  put  a 
stop  to  ,the  shameful  profusion  of  the 
public  money  which  has  existed  for  the 
last  sixteen  years !  If  the  public  money- 
were  properly  managed,  thought  I,  the 
taxes  might  be  reduced,  and  then  there 
would  jjot  be  a  necessity  for  the  parson's 
raismg  his  tythes,  or  the  farmer  the  price 
of  corn.  But  as  a  Parliamentary  Reform 
might  be  a  long  time  in  taking  place,  if  it 
ever  took  place  at  all,  1  proceeded  to  con- 
sider, whether  there  might  not  be  some 
act,  some  regulation  respecting  Tythes, 
that  might  be  immediately  applied  to,  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  down  the  furmer'f 
outgoings,  and  therefore  the  price  of  corn. 
In  searching  the  Statutes  at  large,  1  found 
an  Act  that  particularly  applied  to  my 
case,  and  which  I  now  transcribe  for  your 
perusal.  It  is  a  statute  enacted  15  Ric.  II. 
c.  6,  and  which  was  renewed  and  enforced 
by  Statute  4  Hen.  IV.  c.  12. 

"  In  appropriation  of  Benefices  tfaert 
*'  shall  be  provision  made  for  the 
"  Poor;  and  the  Vicar. 

"  Item,  because  divers  damagcf,  and 
"  hindrances  oftentimes  have  happened, 
*^  and  daily  do  happen  to  the  parishioners 
"  of  divers  places,  by  the  appropriation 
*'  of  Benefices  of  the  same  places ;  it  is 
"  agreed  and  assented,  that  in  every  li- 
"  cence  from  henceforth  to  be  made  in  the 
"  Chancery  of  the  appropriation  of  any 
"  parish  Church,  it  shall  be  expressly  con* 
**  tained  and  comprised  that  the  diocesan 
'*  of  the  place,  upon  the  appropriation  of 
"  such  churches,  shall  ordain  according  to 
*'  the  value  of  such  churches  a  convenient 
<*  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  and  distributed 
*'  yearly,  of  the  fruits  and  profits  of  the 
"  same  churches,  by  those  that  shall  have 
'<  the  said  cnurches  in  proper  use,  and  by 
"  their  successors,  to  the  poor  parishioners 
^'  of  tha  said  churches,  in  aid  of  their  liv- 
♦'  ing  and  sustenance  for  ever;  and  als« 
''  th'tt  the  vfcar  be  well  and  sufficiently 
«'  tndo'ved." 

ISow  Sir,  I  trust  I  have  convinced  you, 
that  the  raising  of  the  Tythes  at  Godal- 
niin,  hca  to  do  with  Parliamentary  Re- 
form, for  I  have  no  doubt  thai  the  same 
rise  of  Tythes,  and  the  same  reason  for 
raising  them,  (that  is,  the  weiuht  of  the 
taxeji)  sfoes  from  one  end  of  / " 
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to  the  other ;  and  I  cannot  help  repeating 
tt^i  it  is  my  opinion  if  \v^were  properly 
represeatecl  in  Parliament,  which  can  only 
Ije  by  meaus  of  a  Parliai:penta»y  Reform, 
ihat  some  salutary  rcgujatiot),  3ome  modi- 
fication! would  be  adopted  in  respect  to 
I'ythes;  as  the  present  mode  of  taking 
th&m  ifx  kind,  is  a  complete  bar  to  the  cul- 
tivation ot  a  great  fJeal  of  poor,  waste 
grojind,  and  often-  fliost  shocking  to  hu- 
manity. I  was  lately  in  Essex,  where  the 
parson  havmg  some  Gltbe  land,  would  not 
come  to  any  composition  with  his  parish- 
ioners, except  for  the  small  Tythes,  and 
those,  ihje  tarmer  and  his  wife  told  pae, 
they  compounded  for  at  an  enormous 
price,  for  that  they  could  not  bear  the 
moaning  of  the  cajves,  when  deprived  of 
<very  tenth  meal  of  milk. — As  my  only 
object  ui  addiessipg  you  was  to  explain 
pay  reasons  for  connecting  the  rise  of  the 
God^ln^in  Tythes  with  a  Reform  of  Par- 
Jiamjent,  I  shall  abstain  from  cftteriug  into 
your  arffuments  at  ienijh,  but  in  justice  to 
myself  I  mu^t  obstrve,  that  I  never  meant 
to  complain  of  the  highway  rate,  or  the 
rise  in  labourers  wages,  but  to  shew  the 
various  outgoings  on  a  farm,  some  neces- 
sary and  unavoidable ;  and  that  therefore 
Aj|y  unnecessary  burthen  should  not  be 
laid  on  the  farmer,  as  it  must  inevitably 
produce  a  rise  in  the  price  of  corn,  and 
thereby  materially  affect  the  public  good. 
You  would  obligie  me  by  giving  ray  letter 
p,  place  in  your  Register,  as  I  shall  think  it 
jliecessary  to  send  a  copy  of  this  defence 
of  my  conduct,  to  those  who  had  my  letter 
Concerning  the  Tythes. 
1  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant 
and  sincere  admirer 
Henry  Hare  Towns  end. 


^Proceedings  of  a  Special  Court  of  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  City  of  London. 
Held  in  consequence  of  a  Notice  of 
a  Motion  given  by  Mr.  James  Dixon, 
to  RESCIND  the  Vote  of  'J  hanks  to 
Col.  Wardle,  passed  on  the  6th  of 
April  last. — (Continued  from  p,  22%.) 

[Mr.  Waithman,  in  conUnuation.'] 
But  it  has  been  asked,  with  an  air  of  tri- 
umph over  Mr.  Wardle,  how  he  comes  to 
complain  of  corruption  in  the  Sale  of  Seats 
.in  the  House  of  Common-? — Whether  he 
.did  not  purchase  his  own  seat  there?  To 
.which  lausucr,  I  do  not  know  how  that  fact 
stands  ;  but  this  I  know,  that  Mr.  Wardle, 
,lik«  any  other  individual^  ba^  a  right  to 


shift  for  himself  in  that  respect,  while  tli^ 
market,  J  say,  while  the  market  remain^ 
opei}'  I  have  b^^  fifty  sqat§  o(lere4  to 
myself  in  that  assembly,  upon  certain 
terms:  the  very  individual  \yIio  is  stated 
to  hav<?  negociatcd  that  concern  under  my 
lord  Sligo,  told  me  he  would  procure  me 
a  scat,  if  I  would  procure  for  him  a  writer- 
ship  under  the  East  India  Company. 
These  are  indeed  abuses,  and  they  ar? 
monstrous  abuses,  but  jthey  are  only  k\i 
of  the  abuses  under  which  this  country 
labours,  and  which  bear  hard  on  tb? 
honest  part  of  the  community  in  which 
we  live.  Since  they  have  been  proved  to 
exist;  since  they  are  a^^niitted  to  exist, 
and  are  avowed  by  those  who  feed  upou 
them,  will  any  man  lay  his  hand  upon  hii 
heart,  and  say  those  tilings  ought  to  con- 
tinue ;  or  say,  that  he  who  exposes  tliem 
is  unworthy  of  the  thanks  of  the  public. 
Will  any  man  say  that  a  great  saving  may 
pot  be  made  in  the  public  expenditure  of 
this  country,  by  the  introduction  of  a  little 
more  common  honesty  into  some  of  the 
departments  of  the  state  ?  I  believe  what 
Mr.  Wardle  has'  said  upon  that  subject, 
that  the  savings  would  be  very  nearly  to 
the  amount  of  the  Income  Tax. 

Mr.  Taddy  admitted  that  others  had 
known,  and  had  talked  of  "  abuses,"  but 
nobody  had  acted  so  ^ciently  towards 
their  prevention,  as  well  as  Mr.  Wardle, 
^ud  therefore  that  gentleman  was  a  very 
ht  subject  for  the  thanks  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkins  wished  the  Reso- 
lution of  the  worthy  Alderman  to  be  with- 
drawn, because  it  embraced  matter  tor 
^he  discussion  of  which  the  Court  was  not 
convened.  He  had  no  idea  of  rescinding 
the  Vote  of  Thanks  to  Mr.  Wardle,  tor 
nothing  could  be  more  unjust  to  that  gen- 
tleman, than  to  condemii  him  before  he 
has  been  heard.  Mr.  Wardle,  said  the 
worthy  Alderman,  has  coraniitted  himself 
to  the  public  over  and  over  again,  that  he 
will  prove  that  the  matter  which  has  been 
stated  to  his  prejudice,  and  upon  which 
the  verdict  oi  a  jury  has  been  obtained 
against  him,  has  been  the  ellcct  of  perjury. 
Until  that  be  ascertained,  we  should  sus- 
pend our  judgments  ;  meanwhile,  do  not 
let  us  withdraw  from  ^Ir.  \Vardle  the 
Thanks  wc  have  given  to  hiin  for  his  exer- 
tions in  the  service  of  the  public.  That 
would  be  treating  ourselves,  ^k  v\ell  as 
Mr.  Wardle,  unhandsomely.  If  we  had 
been  unfortunate  enough  lo  place  our 
esteem  or  bestow  our  bounty  ripon  an  un- 
\vorthy  object,  that  might  be  reason  why 
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wc  might  regret  our  mistake,  without  beinc; 
a  reason  for  onr  retracting  the  donation.    I 
therefore  wish,  by  all  means,  that  we  should 
not  rescind  the  vote  of  Thanks  which  we 
have  passed  iil  favout*  of  Mr.  Wardie  j 
but  1  cannot  help  recommending,   most 
ilrongly,  to  the  worthy  Alderman  to  with- 
draw his  proposition,  because  it  embraces 
matter,  for  the  discussion  of  which  we  were 
rot,  this  day,  convened ;  it  tends  to  cast, 
uimecessarily  for  the^pi'esent  purpose  at 
least,  reflections  on  his  majesty's  ministers. 
Wc  are  now  called  upon  to  vote  charges 
tgain^t  perwns  who  havfe  not  been  heard 
apoii  them  before  us ;  charges  upon  which 
wc  ourselves  have  had  no  time  for  consi- 
leration.     We  are  called  uJ3on  to  coitie  to 
i  conclusion  before  we  have  had  time  to 
ieliberate  upon  a  great  deal  of  criminating 
matter.     Surely  we  should   pause  before 
we  come  to  such  a  conclusion  :  spe  iking 
for  myself,  I  have  no  hesitation   in  con- 
fessing that  my  ability  is  not  equal  to  the 
task  of  proceeding  with  that  celerity  which 
is  proposed  by  this  Resolution,  to  censure 
in  the  mass  ministers  who  have  not  been 
heard  before  us.     Besides,  it  is  not  (he 
pnrpose  for  which  this  Court  is  professedly 
assembled  ;  we  did  not  come  here  to-day, 
to  pronounce  philippics  upon  the  king's 
iBihisters,'but  to  consider  the  propriety  or 
the  impropriety   of  rescinding  our  own 
vote  respecting  an  individual.     And  now 
wc  are  called  upon,  by  a  side  wind,  to 
vote  quite  another  matter.     Indeed,  my 
Lord  Mayor,  I  cannot  help  asking,  whe- 
ther this  is  not  a  trap  laid  to  catch  the 
votes  of  .gentlemen  who  were  not  aware  of 
it?     This  seems  to  me  to  be  running  riot 
with  thmgs.     I  am  ready  to  say,  that  the 
Vote  of  Thanks  to  IVIr.  Wardie  ought  not 
to  be  rescinded  on  account  of  any  thing 
that  has  yet  transpired  ;  but  I  cannot  as- 
lent  to  the  proposition  which  goes  t!ie 
length  of  extending  our  thanks  to  that 
gentleman  on  account  of  his  statement  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  of  matter  in  which 
there  may  be  a  saving  in  the  public  ex- 
penditure, because  that  matter  is  not,  at 
present,  before  us,  nor  does  it  follow  that 
every  saving  is  economy.     If  you  dimi- 
nish your  establishment,  you  may  dimi- 
nish Vour  expence ;  but  it  docs  not  thence 
ncces^rily  follow  that  you  improve  your 
condition.     If  I  put  down  my  carriage, 
which,  as  far  as  regards  myself,  I  might 
do,  because,  thank  God,  I  can  walk,  I 
might  save  ^me  eXpence,  but  I  do  hot 
think  it  would  improve  the  condhion  of 
'lay  f^tnily  ;  and  'so  it  may  be  with 'some 


parts  of  the  expenditure  of  this  country*, 
the  particulars  of  which  I  am  not  now  dis- 
cussing ;  they  are  topics  which  we  ar0  . 
not  culled  upon  to  discuss  ;  and  the  Court 
will  pardon  me  if  I  doubt  its  compeifencc 
to  such  a  discussion.  The  great  ohjectioi^ 
I  havi  to  it  is,  that  we  were  not  brought 
here  for  thi^  purpose  ;  if  we  p^ss  thi# 
Resolution,  it  uiil  appear  to  the  public 
that  we  were  brought  together  for  one 
purpose,  and  have  been  entrafjped  inter 
another.  1  came  h^rc  to  enter  rtiy  protest 
a«:ainst  rescinding  the  Vote  of  Thanks  to 
Mr.  Wardie,  but  1  must  likewise  protest 
against  the  Resolution  now  proposed. 

Mr.  CLARk  admitted  that  the  Vote  of 
Thanks  to  Mr.  Wardie  ought  not  to  ba 
sh))ken,  but  thought  the  present  Resolti^ 
tion  wertt  to  approve  Of  the  whole  of  hit 
subsequent  conduct,  a  proposition  to  which 
he  did  not  assent,  and  therefore. wished  it 
to  be  withdrawn.  ^ 

Mr.  MiLLBR  said,  that  takmg  the  wholo 
of  the  ctmduct  of  Mr.  Wardie  subsequent 
to  the  Vote  of  Thanks  of  this  Court  to 
him,  in  the  li^^t  of  debtor  and  creditor 
\vith  the  public,  there  vVas  a  very  large 
balance  in  favour  oF  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Mavvm  vn  contended  that  this  Reso- 
lution was  such  as  ought  not  to  be  sanc- 
tioned by  this  Corporation  under  the  pre* 
sent  circumstances.  lie  never  would  give 
his  support  to  a  Resolution  so  drtwn  ;  the 
sense  he  had  of  the  digrrity  of  the  Corpo- 
ration ;  the  regard  he  had  for  his  own  iir*. 
dividual  character,  forbade  his  assent  to  it. 
lie  objected  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  brought  forward  ;  it  cathe  by  surprize; 
notice  should  hare  been  given  of  it  man- 
fully, that  the  Court  might  have  been 
convened  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  it;  ^ 
this  was  indirect  and  insidious ;  he  most 
protest  against  it  as  an  individual. 

Mr.  Alderman  'fToooBEHERE  said,  that 
the  general  opinion  was  now  manifest  as' 
to  the  Vote  of  Thanks  passed  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Wardie  ;  that  such  Vote  ought  not 
to  be  rescinded ;  but,  said  the  worthy 
Alderman,  I  have  assigned  reasoins  to  thi« 
Court  for  thinking  that  it  has  not  gone  th© 
whole  length  which  it  ought  to  go  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Wardie,  for  I  hare  stated 
facts  lo  the  credit  of  Mr.  Wardie,  which 
he  stated  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  th% 
Advantage  of  the  public,  which  have'  been 
verified  by  subsequent  events,  and  frorti 
his  conduct  on  that  occasion,  several  bene- 
ficial alterations  have  iailready  taken  p>ao«, 
and  th«  consideration  of  which,  I  savy  calb 
y>n  lis  to  mark  his  conduct  tvrtb  tdditiotitd 
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approbation.  [Bravo,  bravo  !  Silence,  si- 
lence !]  I  roust,  therefore,  persist  in  my 
Amendment,  notwithstanding  the  dis- 
couragement of  ray  worthy  friend  upon 
the  floor  (Mr.  Mawman);  I  esteem  his 
friendship  highly,  and  I  should  wish  to 
court  his  assistance.  He  would,  at  any 
time,  be  a  very  usefnl  auxiliary  to  any 
one  whose  measure  he  should  be  pleased 
to  espouse  ;  but  if  I  cannot  hare  his  valu- 
able aid,  I  must  so  on  as  well  as  I  am  able, 
without  it ;  and  he  roust  allow  me  to 
differ  from  him  in  opinion  upon  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  and  to  say,  that  it  is  my 
privilege  to  decide  on  what  course  I  shall 
take  now,  without  dictation  from  any 
quarter,  however  respectable  that  may  be ; 
and  I  am  so  well  convinced  of  the  pro- 
priety of  what  I  now  offer,  that  I  not  only 
trust  the  Court  will  adopt  it,  but  I  per- 
suade myself,  that  if  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  that  worthy  member,  and  of  dis- 
cussing this  matter  with  bim  in  private,  I 
should  have  obtained  his  assent  to  it.  ,[No, 
DO,  said  Mr.  Mawman.]  Mr.  Alderman 
Goodbehere  proceeded^— I  still  retain  my 
opinion ;  for  I  know  his  feelings,  and  I 
know  how  grateful  he  is  to  those  who 
serve  the  pu'jlic*  and  w*e  all  know  that 
gratitude  in  good  men  is  a  feeling  that 
will  not  bear  compression  ;  it  is  of  spon- 
taneous gji'owth  as  well  as  of  expansive 
,  nature,  and  delights  in  exercise.  Then 
would  my  worthy  friend  wish  to  check  its 
growth,  or  destroy  its  lustre  ?  No.  There 
is  a  beauty  in  deserved  praise,  which  J  am 
confident  my  worthy  friend  would  not 
diminish,  and  yet  he  now  appears  to  wish 
to  do  away  the  effect  of  those  praises  which 
Mr.  Wardle  has  so  well  deserved,  and 
this  would  have  a  very  unfavourable  effect 
.on  the  minds  of  thpse  who  are  not  much 
in  the  habit  of  thinking  for  themselves, 
unless  we  took  care  to  counteract  it ;  1 
say,  then,  that  Mr.  Wardle  stands  in  a 
situation  peculiar  to  himself;  that  he  came 
forward,  and,  for  a  while,  stood  alone ; 
^ad  no  party,  and  hardly  an  indtvidual  to 
.support  him,  in  his  endeavour  to  expose 
corropttoii  in  the  management  of  our  pub- 
Jic  afliirs.  1  say  th  it  he  has  had  no  other 
reward  for  all  his  labours,  successful  as 
they  were,  than  the  approbation  and 
esteem  of  the  public.  He  has  had  neither 
place  nor  pension,  nor  the  reversion,  nor 
the  promise  of  a  reversion,  of  plat  e  or 
•pension.  He  therefore  stands  before  us 
with  peculiar  claims  to  our  countenance 
.  and  support ;  he  has  ind«ed  high  claims, 
not  Qnly<m  our  gonerouty,  but  on  our 


justice ;  let  us  encourage  him  to  perse- 
veramce  in  his  object.  I  thewfbrc,  with, 
that  view,  shall  persist  in  recommending 
my  proposition  to  the  adoption  ef  this 
Court.  —  Here  th«  worthy  Alderoian*k^ 
Amendment  was  read  by  the  Recorder,.a* 
already  stated. 

Mr.  Mawman  then  expressed  his  aston- 
ishment that  the  worthy  Alderman  per* 
sisted  in  what  appeared  to  iiim  (and,  he 
hoped,  to  the  Court)  a  very  extraordinary 
course  of  proceeding.  All  that  he  had 
left  to  do,  with  a  view  of  counteracting  it^ 
was  to  move  an  Amendment  upon  this 
Resolution,  which  was  to  move,  that  after 
th«word  "That,"  all  be  left  out,  and  the 
following  be  inserted  in  their  stead  :— 
"  This  Court  doth  not  see  irty  reason  for 
rescinding  the  Vote,  passed  on  the  6th  of 
April  last,  of  Thanks  and  Gratitude  to 
Gwyllym  Lloyd  Wardle,  esq." 

Mr."  Samuel  Dixon  said,  that  this 
Amendment  was  so  plain,  that  the  meanest 
capacity  in  the  Court  must  understand  it, 
and  it  had  his  assent  in  preference  to  that 
which  it  was  its  object  to  supersede ;  a 
proposition  so  long,  so  conlplex,  so  be- 
wildered, such  a  farrago,  that  he  doubted 
whether  any  body  understood  it  thoroagb- 
ly  ;  and,  at  the  same'^ime,  foreign  to  the 
avowed  purpose  for  which  the  Court  met. 
The  purpose  for  which  the  Members  of 
the  Corporation  came  together  was,  to  see 
whether  there  was,  pr  was  not,  ground  for 
rescinding  the  Vote  of  Thanks  to  Mr.  War- 
dle ;  and  this  proposition  was,  under  pre- 
tence of  an  Amendment  to  another  pro- 
position, to  censure  the  whole  of  the  Ad- 
ministration of  the  Country  under  the 
head  of  a  string  of  assertions,  unconnected 
with  the  avowed  purpo.s^'  of  the  Court. 

Mr.WAiTHMAN  said,  that  the  lastAmeivl- 
ment,  under  pretence  of  confining  thf 
Court  to  the  purpose  of  its  Meeting,  was 
much  more  deserving  of^  the  title  of  a  trap 
than  the  proposition  of  his  worthy  friend, 
Mr  Aid.  Go'»dbehere,  for  the  real  pur- 
pose of  the  Meeting  of  the  Court  was,  to 
canvass  the  con<luct  of  Mr.  Wardle  since 
the  Vote  of  I'hanks.  The  Court  had  done 
so,  and  it  appeared,  in  the  course  of  that 
inquiry,  upon  a  recital  of  facts,  that  such 
conduct  had  been  highly  meritorious  and 
benefi  ial  to  the  public  ;  and  the  tendency 
of  the  R  so:u  ion  was  to  express  that  feel- 
ing. The  tenden  y  of  the  Amendment 
was,  to  pr  'vent  thai  justice  being  done  to 
Mr.  Wardle,  under  pretence  qf  friendship 
to  him.  1  have  often  been  charged,  said 
he,  with  being  a  party  man,  but  now  I  ani 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


817] 


SEPTEMBER  2,  lS09.^QficialPaperl 


[8K 


charged  with  being  of  no  party.  Tha3  it 
is  that  we  have  seen  party  men  make  a 
noise  about  corruption^  until  they  can 
create  discontent  enough  in  the  Public  to 
turn  out  an  Administration,  and  get  them- 
•elves  into  it,  and  then  they  are  contented, 
while  the  people  are  no  better  off  than 
before ;  but  if  yon  attack  Corruption  it- 
self, instead  of  only  attacking  those  who 
feed  npon  it,  Ahen  you  hare  all  parties 
upon  your  back,  because  you  are  destroy- 
iDg  their  food.  Thus  hare  I  met  niy  friend 
(Mr.  Mawman)  at  the  Whig  Club  (for  it 
is  not  every  member  of  the  Whig  Club 
that  is  a  Whig,  believe  me) — I  am  a  Whig 
certainly ;  I  was  taught  in  the  Whig 
School  principles  which  seated  his  Ma- 
jesty's Hlu^rious  House  upon  the  Throne 
of  these  Realms.  But  I  have  met  men  at 
the  Whig  Club,  who  came  there  to  follow 
Charles  Fox,  and  would  follow  any  Fox, 
if  they  thought  they  would  get  any  thing 
by  it;  but  who  would  not  follow  you  an 
inch  on  the  road  to  destroy  corruption  it- 
self, although  they  would  cry  out  against 
ibe  thing,  for  the  sake  of  turning  out  those 
who  profited  by  it,  and  get  in  themselves. 
Vay,  they  would  oppose  yofr,  as  they  do 
sometimes  in  the  House  of  Commons,  with 
professed  friendship  and  real  hatred,  by 
the  trick  of  an  amendment  upon  your 
amendment.  1  care  not  for  these  half- 
and-half  men  ;  nay,  I  dislike  them'  more, 
because  more  uncreneroos  than  an  open 
enemy. — [Burst  of  applause.] 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  did  not  scruple  to 
say  that  Mr.  Wardle  had  actually  saved 
this  Goontry,  and  it  was  impossible  suffi- 
ciently to  repay  him  ;  but  for  Mr.  War- 
die's  exertions,  the  Duke  of  York  would 
have  been,  at  this  moment.  Commander 
in  Chief,  and  at  the  head  of  the  Expedi- 
tion !  and  then ! — I  say,  said  the  worthy 
Alderman,  Mr.  Wardle  has  saved  this 
country. 

Mr.  Mawman  had  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  the  present  Administration  ought 
to  be  changed  ;  but  he  saw  great  danger 
in  telling  the  people  that  they  were  to 
look  for  no  good  from  any  other  party, 
because  it  was,  in  effect,  telling  the  peo- 
ple that  they  ought  to  tnke  the  govern- 
ment into  their  own  hands.  Who,  and 
what  wa5  Mr.  Wardle,  that  he  should  be 
looked  up  to  as  the  only  human  being  who 
could  save  this  country  ?  He  saw  in  him 
no  such  tran-ccndant  virtue. 

Mr.  Waithman  contended  for  the  pro- 
priety of  inculcating  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  this  maxim,  That  they  are  not  to 


look  for  any  advantage  by  a  change  of 
men:  That  there  must  be  a  change  of 
system.  This  was  the  doctrine  of  Mr. 
Fox  himself;  doctrine  founded  in  true 
wisdom,  and  which,  thank  Heaven !  was 
gaining  ground  every  day  ;  doctrine  once 
maintained,  even  by  Mr.  Pitt. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  de- 
clared by  the  Lord  Mayor,  upon  a  shew 
of  hands,  to  have  been  carried  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Mawman's  Amendment ;  but,  on 
a  division,  the  numbers  were — For  the 
Amendment,  )  Alderman,  51  Commoners, 
2  Tellers— 54..  For  Aid.  Goodbehere's 
Resolutions,  3  Aldermen,  34-  Commoners* 
2  Tellers — 59.— Majority,  5. 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Austrian    Official  Account   qf  the  Battle  oj 
Wagram,  (no  date,) 

By  the  4th,  the  enemy  had  completed 
the  new  bridge  from  the  Isle  of  Lobau 
across  a  branch  of  the  Danube,  in  which 
he  was  much  favoured  bothby  the  ground 
and  by  an  immense  number  of  artillery. 
The  imperial  and  royal  army  was  drawn 
up  on  the  eminence  behind  the  rivulet  Russ, 
extending  its  right  wing  beyond  Sussess- 
brunand  Kagran,and  its  left  beyond  Mark- 
grafen-Neusiedel.  The  centre  was  posted 
near  Wagram.  The  enemy  having,  in  the 
night  between  the  4th  and  5th,  crossed 
over  to  the  ltd  bank  of  the  Danube,  large  • 
masses  appeared  very  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, in  the  plain.  Not  long  before  noon 
he  attacked  the  line  of  the  imperial  and 
royal  army  in  all  its  points.  But  his  great- 
est exertions  were  directed  against  the 
centre,  probably  with  a  view  of  forcing 
it. — His  attacks,  though  repealed  with  th<^ 
greatest  impetuosity,  and  supported  by  an 
immense  number  of  ordnance,  among 
which  were  many  batteries  of  the  heaviest 
calibre,  proved  this  day  abortive. — ^The 
firing  ceased  at  ten  o'clock  at  night.  The 
imperial  and  royal  army  had,  on  the  whole 
of  Its  line,  maintained  its  positions,  and 
made  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners, 
among  whom  there  are  many  Saxon, 
Badenesc,  Italian,  and  Portuguese  soldiers. 
— On  the  6th,  in  the  morning,  at  four 
o'clock,  the  enemy  renewed  his  attacks 
with  still  larger  masses,  and  greater  im- 
petuosity than  on  the  preceding  day. 
Even  tbus  his  eflbrts  against  the  centre 
and  the  right  wing  were  attended  with  so 
little  success,  that  the  latter  had  even 
gained  such  advantages  ^s  to^  justify  the 
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expectation  of  tkc  complet^st  victory,  when 
the  enemy,  with  fresh  diTisions  and  great 
fOperJority,  sadHenly  penetrated  the  left 
wing  ncai-  Markgrafen-Neusiedel,  afid  8uc- 
'  c€eded«  after  an  obstinate  engagement,  in 
emnpeHing  it  to  retreat.  One  ot  the  wings 
of  the  royal  an  J  intperia?  army  being  ther^- 
hj  etposed,  his  inlperta)  and  royal  high- 
ness the  Archduke  and  Generalissimo  has 
directed  the  retreat  by  the  \tay  of  Stam- 
tfttrsdorfaod  theBisamhill,  in  consequence 
of  which  the  army  occupies  a  new  position, 
covering  the  communicatioti  with  Bohe- 
Inia.  This  retreat  was  made  good  in  the 
best  order  and  without  material  loss.  In 
the  centre,  as  well  as  in  the  right  wing, 
the  enemy  audi  red  very  considerably. 
Six  tbousana  prisoners  were  taken  from 
him,  among  whom  are  three  generals. 
He  likewise  lost  twelve  cannon,  with  am- 
itianition,  and  was  in  every  respect  so  much 
weakened,  that  he  has  not  attempted  since 
to  pursue  the  imperial  and  royal  army 
further.  Gen.  L^sa'.le  is  among  his  dead. 
— ^The  imperial  and  royal  army  has  also  to 
lament  a  great  loss.  In  gen.  Nordmann 
it  has  been  deprived  of  a  very  eminent 
oflScer.  Generals  Peter  Vecsai,  D*Aspre, 
and  Vukat^iotttz,  are  without  hopes  of  re- 
covery. Generals  prince  of  Hesse-Hom- 
burgh,  Stutterheim,  and  Paar,  are  less 
severely  wounded.  His  imptrial  highness 
the  Generalissimo  himself,  and  prince 
Lichtenstein,  receifed  slight  musket- 
Wounds,  which,  however,  will  not  be 
attended  \Vith  any  dangerous  consequences. 
It  remains  to  be  observed,  that  the  whole 
army, has  again  aftbrded  such  proofs  of 
€au)-age  and  perseverance,  as  not  to  cloud 
our  Axtum  prospects  with  any  future  ap- 
trrehettsions. 


COBBETT'S 

COMPLETE  COLLtCTION  OF 

State  Trials: 

iTo  be  completed  in  Thirty-Six  Monthly 
Parts,  forming  Twelve  large  Volumes  in 
Royal  Octavo. 

The  NiwTH  Part  of  the  above  Work 
^iras  published  on  Friday  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember. One  Part  will  appear,  with  the 
greatest  regularity,  on  the  first  of  each 
succeeding  Month.      Those   Subscribers 


who  have  express^  thfeh'  intention  of 
taking  the  Work  in  Quarterly  Volamei, 
are  respectfully  informed  that  the  Third 
Volume  is  now  ready  for  delivery.  — 
In  order  to  remove  all  professional  doubts, 
as  to  how  far  this  new  and  enlarged 
Edition  of  the  State  Trials  \nay,  with 
safety,  be  cited  as  authority  in  the  Courts, 
and  relied  on  as  of  equal  authenticity 
with  the  former,  I  think  it  right  to  state^ 
that  it  b  intended  to  he  a  literal  tran- 
script of  the  last  edition,  as  far  as  that 
edition  extends;  that  where  I  have  in- 
serted fuller  and  better  reportb  of  any  Cases, 
or  of  amy  parts  of  Cases,  the  text  of  the 
old  Edition  will  nevertheless  be  retained; 
and  that  the  new  matter  will  be  distin* 
guished  in  a  manner  not  to  be'  mistaken, 
and  be  distinctly  pointed  out  in  the  Table 
of  Contents  to  each  volume. — In  the  last 
Volume  will  also  be  given  whatl  call  a  Pa- 
rallel Index,  consisting  of  two  Columns; 
in  the  first  of  which  will  be  inserted,  in 
their  order,  the  numbers  of  all  the  Pages 
in  the  last  Edition  ;  and  in  the  other,  tor* 
respondent  figures  shewing  in  uhat  Vo- 
lume and  Page  of  the  present  Work,  the 
contents  of  each  Page  of  the  last  Edition 
will  be  found  ;  by  moans  of  which  Pa- 
rallel Index,  the  place  in  this  Work  of  aay 
passage  occurring  in  the  last  Edition,  raay 
be  ascertained  with  nearly  as  much  ease 
and  expeditioti  as  if  the  paging  of  that 
Edition  were  preserved  ;  which,  it  is  ob- 
vious, would  be  perfectly  impracticable, 
considering  the  valuable  mass  of  new  mat- 
ter to  be  introduced. 

To  such  Gentlemen  as  may  happen  to 
be  in  possession  of  curious  Trials,  or  of 
documents  relating  to  Trials  of  the  de- 
scription of  those  to  be  contained  in  this 
Work,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  for  a  com- 
munication of  them.  If  the  document,  or 
paper,  whether  in  print  or  manuscript,  be  J 
requested  to  be  preserved,  great  cafe  iball  j 
be  taken  of  it. 


COBBETT'S 
Parliamentary  Debatesj 

The  Twelfth,  Thirteenth,  and  Fourtcentl 
Volumes  of  the  above  Work,  comprisinjj 
the  Proceedings  in  both  Houses  ^f  Parliai 
ment  during  the  last  Session,  are  in  t' 
Press,  and  will  be  published  with  all  | 
sibte  dispatch. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Tal ALTERA,  its  Viscount,  and  the  consb> 
«UERCEs  of  his  Victory.— ' — It  was  evi- 
dent, from  the  first,  that  there  had  been 
no  victory  at  Talavera;  .and,  it  is  now 
but  too  clcaHy  proved,  that  the  defeat  has 
led  to  coiiseqAienefsthe  most  disastrons ; 
disastrous,  I  mean,  because  it  has  caused 
the  loss  of  so  many  of  onr  men,  ^d  the 
anfiering  of  bo  fnany  more.-^— The  hire- 
Hogs,  wtio^e  business  it  ts  to  deoeire  and 
cheat  the  Etiglish  people,  canoot  any 
longer  dUgube  tlie  fbct,  that  Douro  and 
Talavera  i*  running  awny,  before  he  has 
hardly  lieard  of  his  nowiy- bestowed  titles. 
Siltl  have  they  recourse  to  palKatives.  ^Il 
do  they  ieU  lies  to  Ihe  poblic,  in  order  to 
jmtify  the  t>estowing  of  those  titles.  They 
tty,  that  T<:tlavera'S  retreat  is  a  most  ^fos- 
frr^one.  Miscreants!'  Th<jy  would  have 
^id  the  sai^  if  their  mothers  had  been 
Mi  bcMnd  by  him  to  the  mercy  of  the 
^  Vmutait.*'  Will  tJiweonprinripied  hire- 
Kng«  deny,  that,  only  the  Jast  week,  they 
n^rea^oted  the  French  in  Spain,  as ^^oci- 
•wftdrftoriw  f  Will  they  deny  this ;  or  will 
fehey  deny,  that  tbts  new4y  ennobled  hero 
hat  l«ft  a  great  number  of  brave  Engiish- 
roen,  with  festerini: wounds,  to  ihehmnanUy 

9f  these firoeious  harbafioM  f But;come ; 

letusjteehiftdispatiih.  Let  us  se£  this  Wei- 
ksley  dispatch,  wrfttan  by  th^  vanqut^ier 
of  Victijrae  Talavera,  Let  us  see  4t.  Let 
BS  hear  what  this  conqueror  has  to  say  in 
de^nce  of  his  rtmning  away  from  the 
tf^y  he  had  jnst  vanquished,  and  for  leav- 
ing his  sick  and  wounded  behind.  Come, 
Baron  Doaro  of  Weilesley  in  the  couaty 
•f  Somerset  and  Viscoont  Weiiingtoix  of 
Takvera,  and  of  Wellington,  in  the  said 
t$m^j  ;  come,  thou  man  of  many  names; 
came,  thou,  whom  the  Morning  Chronicle 
placed  in  the^«^  rank  of  Britiih  htroet; 
c(ftne  Baron  Viscount,  Douro  and  Talave- 
ra;  come,  and  let  us  hear,  in  thine  own 

way,  thine  own  long  and  piteous  story.> 

The  Dispatch,  which  was  published  in 
London  lant  Saturday,  the  2nd  instant,  is 
dated  at  Delettosa,  on  the  8th  of  Angust, 
Which  placo  is  at  about  50  or  60  miles 
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distance  from  Talavera,  the  Viscount  hav* 
ing  got  so  far  on  his  retreat. The  Dis- 
patch is  addressed  to  Lord  Ca^^tleioagh. 
It  is  rich  in  subjects  wttereon  to  comment; 
and,  as  it  will,  in  the  end,  be  found  to  be 
of  great  importance,  in  many  respectji,  I 
shall  take  it  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and 
observe  upon  eadi  part  as  1  proceed. 

"  Mv  Lord  ;  I  apprized  your  lord- 
''  ship  on  the  1st  inst.  of  liie  advance 
*'  of  a  French  corps  towartls  the  Pu- 
"  erto  de  Bunos,  and  qf  the  ptobabU 
"  embarrauittcnu  to  ihc  opercaiom  qf  the 
*'  army,  which  its  arrival  at  Plascitcia 
«« would  occasion ;    and   these  embar- 
'*  rassments  having  sinc^  existed  ta  a 
"  dt;gree  so  considerable,  a«  to  oblige 
.  ^*  OS  to  lall  book,  and  to  take  up  a 
*'  defeasive  position  on  the  Tagus,  I 
**  am  induced  to  trouble  you  more  at 
''  length  with  an.  account  of  what  haa 
"  pawed  upon  this  subject." 
The  tpranmmr  of  this  paragraph  I  will 
not  dwell  ujpon,  taking  il^  for  granted,  that 
Dom-o  and  Talavera  has  been  taught  the 
"learned  languages,''    which  is,  now-a- 
days,  I  perceive,  allowed  to  be  good  plea  . 
of  oxempfcion  from  the  obligation  of  writing 
correct  £nglish,  and  eveafrom  that  of 
writing  commoa    sense.-r'T-The   reader 
will  bear  in  mind,  that,  in  my  first  article 
upon  the  battle  of  Talavera  (page  *26l)  I 
pointed  out- to  the  public  the  cause  of  «k£- 
picion,  which  it  was  easy  enough  to  disco- 
ver in  the  not  pu|)lishing  of  the  whole  of 
Douro's  letters  of  the  1st  of  August,  of 
which  let^rs  (two  io  one  day)  we  were 
treated  only  with  extracts.      We  now  see 
the  reason' (or  giving  us  only  extracts  of 
those  letters ;  for  here,  ^t  the  very  outset, 
Douro  reminds  Lord  Castlereagh,  that,  in 
those  tetters,  he  apprized  him  o(  the  probable 
approaching  embtirrassments  to  the  operations 
of  his  army.     Not  a  word  of  this  did  our 
ministers  tell  us;    not  a  word  of  this  did 
they  publish  along  with  the  Park-and-,. 
Tower-gun  account  of  their  victory  of  Ta- 
lavera.    The  nation  were  bidden  to  irjoice  ; 
and  rejoice  they  did  ;  the  hirelings  of  the 
press  cut  their  jokes,  as  usual,  upon  the 
chap-fallen  state  of  the  factious ;  the  vi« 
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geur  and  wisdoifi  of  the  mtnistry  were 
ftahjects  of  praise;  Castlcreagii  firasa  war- 
minister  without  parallel)  afid  Douro  wan 
a  second  Caesar*  This  was  going  on,  while 
the  ministry  had  the  letters  of  the  1st  of 
August  in  tneir  pockets.  This  they  sutfer- 
cd  to  go  on,  while  they  knew,  that,  so  fai* 
from  advantages  having  been  gained  at 
Talavera,  the  most  d1«ai;troQs  conse- 
quences were  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
battle  there  fous;ht  and  from  the  march 
thither.  Nay  ;  if  this  had  been  all,  they 
might  hare  found-some  excuse ;  they  might 
have  said,  tbat  they  had  no  power  o^er  the 
press ;  and,  that  it  was  frot  for  them  to  waste 
their  time  in  putting  a  stop  to  public  delu- 
sion. ButyWiththe  letters  of  the  Istof  August 
iA  their  pocket ;  with  the  proof  tn  their  pos- 
session, that  the  battle  of  Tialavera  had 
IH  to  no  advdntageocis  consequence ;  and 
that,  by  tftat  battle,  together  witl*  his  march 
after  Victor,  Wellesley  had  got  into  fear- 
M  emhalirasflments  ;  being,  in  short,  in 
p^sesftlon  of  whw  mu*  h«vie  conYinced 
atiy  men  of  oortMion  discenraieiit,  that 
w^at  heA  happened  would  happen,  and  that 
fKght  and  misery  wodM  be  the  c</nse- 
qtienrce  df  Wdlesley^a  operatlo^^  ^  inpos- 
ses8kmt>f  this,  they  publish,  intlft  khig's 
name.^the  unpiNeced^eiitcId  Gshbrai  O^deb, 
hiseited  m  my  la^,  in  which  OrdW  they 
spettk  ^  VfCter's  aft  of  a  x?(mqtd^idd  army, 
at  t!ie  same  l^e  i^fok  Ihi^r  ^ulodse  the 
gect^eralshfp  of  Weiksley  mtct^  ime  xohcU 
qfihe  Cdmpn^^;  tuA  all  this  with  the  evi- 
dent view  of  preparing  a  jostfficatioii  for 
the  titles  they  were  ff^g4o  confer  vpon 
hrm. — —There,  was  this  f(MA\t^  nation,  for 
five  or  six  diays,  gabbling  abom  "  the  gal- 
lant Shr  ArAtir,"  and  euttcng  their  jokes 
upon  the  Spamardv,  who  faa(i  no  share  of 
the  ghjy  ;  and  there  was  the  Nabob's  Pa- 
per, the  Morning  P^t,  teH^ing  the  well- 
dressed  rabble  of  St  James's  street  about 
the  three  btdlet  hoks,  that  had  btsen  made  in 
"the  gallant  Sir  ArthnrV  hat  and  coat, 
wWch  ptii  OS,  in  the  coantry,  in  mind  of 
4ack  Fatlstaffs  haclcing  bis  sword  and  mn- 

nmg  spear  grtrss  tip  his  nose. ^All  this 

while',  the  dtsp^tdies  of  the  istof  Attgustlay 
snug  in  the  minist?er's  pocket ;  and,  in  the 
next  gazette,  otft  t?ome  the  brace  cf  tUk^r 
which  are  hArdly  notified  to  the  pubfio, 
when  there  comes  another  dispatch,  which 
makes  the  truth  knoMi  to  us,  bnt  which  is 
not,  however,  published  till  the  substance 
of  it  has  leaked  bht  to  tw  in  hirc^ng  psata- 
graphs.-: — -Thus  iti9,  Aat  we  aretr€*aeed  ; 
thus  we  have  lone  fceen  ti^ated ;  and 
thus,  on  account  of  our  own  baseness,  ^o 


we  deserve  to  be  treated. ^The  present 

dispatch  is  evidently  looked  opon-  by. 
Baron  Douro  of  VVellesley  as  a  sort  of 
S(>ecial  pleading  in  Jiis  defence  ;  that  is  ta 
say,  in  defiance  of  his  conduct  in  entering' 
Spain,  and  in  pushing  on,  in  the  manner 
that  he  did,  till  he,  or  at  least,  a  consi- 
derable part  of  his  army,  overtook  a  Tar- 
tar. It  is  a  set  defence,  accompanied 
with  numerous  proofs  documentory;  and, 
tor  this  defence  I  must  beg  the  reader  to 
pay  some  little  attention. 

**  When  I  entered  Spain,  I  had  a 

"  communicatidn  with  general  Cuesla, 

"  Um>itgh    sir  Hobert    Wilson   and 

*'  coldnel  Roche,  respecting  the  oc- 

'*  capation  of  the  Puerto  de  oajn^i  and 

"  the  Puerto  de  Paalcs,  the  former. 

''  of  which,  it  was  at  last  settled, 

'*  should  be  held  by  a  cprps  to  be 

*'  fbrnted  under  the  marquis  de  la 

"  Reyna,  1k>  coitsist  of  two  battalions 

**  fiom  general   Cuesta's  army,  and 

"  two  fit^m  Bejar ;  and  that  the  raerto 

"  de  Perales  was  to  be  taken  care  uf 

**  by  the  duque  del  Parque,  by  de- 

*'  tachments    from  the   garrison  of 

*'  Chidad  Rodrigo. — I  doubted  of  the 

''  capacity  of  the  garrison  of  Ciudad 

«  Rodrigo  to  make  the  detachment  to 

''  the  latter^  but  so  little  of  the  e^- 

'  ^*  toal  occupation  of  the  former,  th^t 

*'  in  writing  to  niarshal  Beresford  on 

«'  the  17th  of  July,  I  desired  him  to 

•*  look  to  the  Puerto  dc  Perales  j  but. 

'''that  I  conSiJkfed  Bands  as  stcurf;, 

"  as  appears  by  the  extract  of  ray  let- 

"  t^r  whkh  I  inclose/* 

The  two  posU,  of  which  he  speaks  here, 

were  sitiJiated  in  his  r«ar,  when  he  was  at 

Talavera.     He  had  left  them  in  his  rear 

when  he  advanced  after  Victor.     They 

were  two  posis,  which  lay  between  his  line 

of  advance  and  Sottit ;  and  he  is  here  en» 

deavburing  to  e^lain  how  it  happened 

that  these  posts  became  an  annoyance  to 

him,  instead  of  a  security,  and  compelled 

iiim  to  retreat  in  snch  haste  from  Talavera, 

which  retreat,  it  will  be  observed,  be  is 

greatly  soKcitoiis  not  to  ascribe  to  tbe^^mi^ 

qf  Hctor,  whom  he  had  "  vanqmshed"  at 

Talavera Well,  Baton;    now  lei  oi 

have  it. 

•'  On  the  SOth  (of  Jafy,  the  iwtrt  dfiy 
''  after  the  battle  of  Talavera)  intelli- 
**  gence  was  received  at  Talavera^, 
«  that  1 2,0()0  rations  had  been  ordei«d 
«  at  Foente  Duenos  for  the  28th,  aad 
''^,000  at  Los  Saotes  for  the  s^M 
*'  day,  for  a  French  corps,  which  it 
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"  w^  believed  was  on  its  march  to- 
"  wards  the  Puerto  de  Bands,'*  . 
That  is  t<i  say  towards  one  of  the  posts, 
to  secure  which  he  had  got  the  Spaniards 

to  send  troops. Now  we  are  going  to 

hear  of  the  hartnony  between  .the  English 
and  Spanish  pfenerals.  We  are  going  to 
see  how  eager  they  were  to  fly  to  this  post 
of  danger.  We  must  bear  in  mind  that 
we  are  now  about  to  read  of  what  took 
place  ort  tlie  day  of  battle,  or  q  day  or  two 
before,  respecting  this  post>  at  fianos; 
though  from  this  confused  dispatch,  the 
equal  of  which  I  never  read,  it  is  very  dif- 
ficult to  get  at  a  clear  chain  of  dates,  whe- 
ther of  time  or  of  place. 

"  General  Cuesta  expressed  some 

*' anxiety  respecting  this  post,  and 

**  sent  me  a  .message,  to  propose  that 

*'  sir  Robert  Wilson  sitould  be  sent  there 

*'  with  his  corps, — Sir  Robert  was  on 

*'  that  day  at  Talavera,  bat  his  corps 

**.  was  in  the  mountains  towards  Esca- 

"  lona ;  and  as  he  had  ab-eady  made 

"  bimself  very  usefulin  that  quarter. 

"  aad  had  been  near  Madrid,  with 

"  which  city  te  had  had  a  comrauni- 

"  cation,  which  I  was  desirous  of  keep- 

"  ing  up,  /  proposed  that  a  Sprmiih 

^'  corps  should  be  sent  to  Bands  without 

*«  loss  of  time. — I  could  not  prevail 

^  with   general    Ctiesta,    although    he 

'^  certainly  admitted  the  necessity  of 

".a  reinforcement  w hep  he  proposetl 

*' that,  sir  Robert  should  be  sent  to 

"Banos;    and  he  was  equally  sen - 

•*  sible  with  myself  of  the  benefit  to 

*'  be  derived  to  the  causey,  from  sending 

*^  sir  Robert  back  to  Escalona. — At  this 

"  time  we  had  no  further  intelligence 

"  of  the  enemy's  advance,  than  that 

''  the  rations  were  ordered ;  and  I  had 

"  fiopes  ihat  the  enem^  might  be  de- 

'^  terred  from  advancing,  by  the  in- 

"  telligence  of  our  success  on  the 

*'  28th,  and   that  the  troopt  in  the 

*'  Puerto  might  make  some  defence  ; 

**  and  that  under  these  circumstances 

'/  it  wag  not  d&sirable  to  divert  sir  R. 

"  Wilson  from  Escakma." 

Ifence  it  appears*  tktzt  anr  Baros  was 

for  sending-  ^aniards  to  this  important 

post,  and  that  the  Spanish  gejwral  was  for 

lending  Portuguese  and  English.   Cuesta's 

reasons  \ift  do  not  hear  ^  but,  really,  those 

of  our  Baron  do  not  seem  to  have  much  in 

them.    The  communication  tifitk  Madrid 

^as,  I  shoftld  think,  by  this  time,  become 

•^  little  comequ^ce.     I  do  not.  see,  why 

.  ^  Robert  Wilson's  corps  should  not  have 


been  sent;  and,  as  to  the  blame  openly 
enough  attempted  to  be  throwm  upon 
Cuesta,  he  might  merit  it ;  but  the  Baron' a 
logic  does  not  prove  that  he  ^u2  merit  it, 
even  admitting  the  facts  to  be  as  he  states 
them.  This  is,  however,  quite  a  new  way 
of  proceeding  towards  allies ;  to  accuse 
them,  in  this  nnqualiKed  mannei',  in  dis^ 
patches,  which,  probably,  they  may  not 
see  for  many  weeks,  after  they  are  pub- 
lished. Cuesta  is  here  accused  of  l>eing 
sensible  qfthe  bene^  to  bederivcd  to  the  cat&c 
from  no0  sending  sir  Robert  Wilson,  to' 
Bands,  while  he  was  pro^sinj^  to  send 
sir  Robert  Wilson  to  Bands.  He  is  aciftised 
of  admitting  the  necessity  of  a  reinforce- 
ment to  Banos,  whilie  he  rrfuses  to  send  suck 
reir^forcement, But  if  it  was  of  great  im- 
portance to  send  a  reinforcement  to  Banos, 
why  did  not  the  Baron  send  one  from  his 
own  army? 

"  On  the  30tb,  however,  /  renewed 
*'  nuf  appliaaion  to  gen^^l  Cueste,  to 
"  send   there,  a  Spanish  division  of 
"  sufficient  strength,  in  a  letter   to 
*'  gen.  0*Donoghue,  of  which  I  in- 
'       "  close  a. copy,  bui  v:ithoiU  effiict;  and 
'*  he  did  not  detach  gea,  Bassecoari 
"  till  the  morning  of  the  2d>  after  we 
*'  had  heard  thai<  the  ^nemy  had  erw 
^'  tered  Bejar,  and  it  was  obvious  that 
"  the  troops  in  tlte  Puerto  would  make 
"no  defence.-— On  the  2d  we  re- 
"  ceived  accounts  that  the  enemy  had 
"  entered^  Plaseoeia  in  two  columns. 
"  — ^The  Marqois  de  la  Reyna,  whose 
"  two  bajLtalions   coosiated  of  only 
*'  600  men,  with  only  20  rounds  of 
"  ammunition  each  man,  retired  from 
"  the  Puerto  and  from  Plasencia,  with- 
'*  out  firing  a  shot,  and  went  to  the 
"  bridge  of  Almaraz,  which  he  de- 
"  clzred  that  he  inteiuled  to  remove ; 
"  the  battalions  of  Bejar  dispersed 
"  without  makings  any  reMstance.'* 
Were  not  the  subject  so  serious ;  could 
we  forget,  for  a  moment,  our  poor  unfortu- 
nate iick  and  wonnded,  left  to  have  their 
wounds  dressed  and  their  hearts  cheered 
by  "  Vandals"  at  the  place  whence  our 
new-made  Viscount  takes  bis  title,  and 
whence^  in  all  probability,  he  will  pounce 
upon   us  for   a  pension;    if  we    could 
ftJrget  these   things,  for  a  moment,  we 
might  hmgh  at  5xe  confusion  of   idear 
that  reigns  through  this  paragraph,  which 
sends  a  Spanish  division  in  a  Tetter  to  gen. 
O^Doooghde,   and  encloses  lord   Castle- 

ceagh  a  co|)y,  but  without  effect. Hew, 

however,  one  thing  is  intelligible  eaough; 
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and,  that  is,  tliat  it  was  very  foolish  in- 
deed to  rely  ubon  any  defence,  on  the 
part  of  those  wnb  had  "been  left  to  defend 
these  important  posts.  What  would  ha^e 
•  been  the  use  of  sending  more  S^anisft  troops, 
if  such  vk'as  the  conduct  of  thdse  already 
there  I  Cuesta  appears  to  have  been 
right.  He  appears  to  have  known,  and, 
probably,  he  said,  th:*t  his  Gountrynien 

alant  would    do    nothing. The   same 

opinion,  in  which  every  event  shows  him 
to  Iwve  been  right,  appears  to  have  guided 
■  hf»  pruposilions  with  respect  to  the  future 
tn<yrements  of  the  army  ;  but,  here  again, 
we  shall  find  his  pro|M>titions  rejected ; 
arid,  I  must  confess,  that,  as  far  as  1  can 
jtidge,  they  are  rejected  without  a|iy  good 

reason. ^The  reader  will  bear  in  mind, 

that  the  French,  under  Soult  and  others, 
were  now  known  (on  the  30th  of  July)  to 
be  coming  en  upon  the  rear  of  the  allied 
army,  while  Victor  lay,  with  his  "  van- 
quished" afmy  in  their  front,  and  at  no 
great  distance  between  them  and  Madrid, 
where,  as  we  were  assured,  the  people  were 
ready  to  rise  upon  Joseph  Napoleon,  and 
where  sir  Robert  Wilson  had  already  open- 
ed an  t)set\il  communication. 

*  The  General  (Cuesta)  c«illed  upon 
"  me  on  that  day,  and  proposed  that 
•*  half  of  the  arffty  should  march  to  the 
•'  rear  to  oppose  the  enemy,  whilst  the 
^  other  half  should  maintain  the  post 

*'  at  Talavera. My  answer  was, 

"  that  if  by  half  the  army,  he  meant 

•*  half  qf  each  my}^,  I  could  only  an- 

"  fwer  that  I  was  ready  either  to  go 

•*  or  to  stay  with  tlie  whole  British 

"  army,  but  that  /  couid  not  separate 

*'  it.      He  then  desired  me  to  choose 

«  whether  I  would  go  or  stay,  and  I 

"  preferred  to  go,  from  thinking  that 

"  British  troops  wero  most  likely  to 

•♦  do  the  business  cffieetttaUy,  and  witltout 

«'  conttst ;  and  from  being  also  of  opi- 

"  nion,  that  it  was  more  important  to 

*'  us  than  to  the  Spanish  army,  to  open 

♦*  the  (communication  through  Placen- 

•  •'  tia,   although    verj-    important    to 

**  them.     With  this  decision  General 

*'  Cnesta appeared  perfectly  satisfied." 

This  was  a  mfysal  on  the  part  of  Wellei-^ 

fey;  for  Cuesu  meant,  it  is  very  clear,  for 

the  itaif  of  .foci^  army  to  go  and  the  other 

half  to  stay.  I  am  not  jo  inclined  to  laugh 

at  this  proposition  as  some  people  appear 

to  h«.     Cuesta  knew,  that  his  troops,  when 

olonk  were  not  to  be  reJied  on ;    and  **  the 

"  gallant  Sir,"  tliough  his  eologists*  laugh 

at  poor  Cuesta,  seems  lo  have  been  full  as 
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fond  of  the  comi.any  of  the  English  armv 
as  Cuesta  himselt  was.  The  answer,  that 
he  would  eii/tergo  or  stay  does  not  appear 
to  have  much  merit  in  it.  It  was  ratl»er  a 
pouting  answer.  The  Spanish  General 
couid  not  help  having  the  command  of 
forces  inferior  to  the  English ;  nor  was 
there  any  merit  at  all  in  our  General  in 
having  the  command  of  soldiers  of  a  supe- 
rior sort.  Why  not  divide  the  army?  1 
see  no  reason  against  it.  Tlie  measure  af- 
forded a  chance,  at  least,of  success  at  both 
points ;  whereas  the  resolution  not  to  di- 
vide it  seemed  to  leave  no  such  chance. 

Besides,  if  Victor^  ^vas  "  xwitjukhed" 

(here  we  pinch  the  Baron) ;  if  Victor  wai 
"  ranquisJted/*  why  care  for  him  or  hi« 
movements  ?  Why  care  about  itbat  v,-u 
passing  in  the  rear?  Why  not  push  on 
against  the  vanquished  Vrctor,  and,  oyer 
him,  to  Madrid,  where  the  people  wert 
ready  lo  revolt  against  the  tyrant  and  to 
proclaim  Ferdinand?  W'hy  send  back  to 
-  seek  a  battle  with  Soult,  especially  as  Mar- 
shal Bcresford  (Marshal  Bevesford^)  ww 
coming  up  in  the  rearofSouU?  Why  look 
back  ;  why  such  a  clutter  about  the  rear, 
if  there  was  nothing  but  a  "  vanquished" 
army  between  them  and  the  loyal  metro- 
polis of  the  kingdom  ?  AW  this  is  to  be  an- 
swered by  these  facts,  and  by  iwthingelse; 
namely,  that  the  army  in  front  \v2s  n^ 
"vanquished;"  that  the  battle  \ras,  at 
most  for  us,  a  drawn  battle;  that  the  allietl 
army  dared  not  advance  an  inch;  ani 
that  it  is  murb  to  be  doubted,  whether, 
even  for  24-  hours  longer,  they  would  have 
been  able  to  keep  possession  of  Talavera. 

The  reasons  which  B^ron  Douro  gives 

for  choosing  to  go  rather  than  sim^  do  not 
appear  to  me  sufhcient  by  any  means.  He 
thought,  that  the  British  troops  wen 
*'  more  likely  to  do  the  hu ^^x\€S&  cftXittaH}', 
•*  and  withoirt  contest."  What !  did  he 
think  the  French  force  so  small,  then,  under 
Soult?  He  hardly  suppoaed,  that  the  vert 
sight  of  our  whiskers  would  frighten  any 
thing  of  an  army  away.  He  thought,  ibaij 
by  going  a^vay  with  the  whole  of  brt 
army>  what  there  was  to  be  done,  would 
be  done  "  without  contest,**  W^ould  it  not 
ha^'c  been  better,  then,  to  divide  the  armies 
as  advised  by  Cueita,  and,  by  having  » 
Tutle  fighting  at  each  end  of  the  line,t& 
defeat  the  French  in  both  places  ?— r 
Never  was  a  worse  reason  than  this*  ^ 
Baron  seems  to  have  fallen  in  love  wii 
doing  the  business  "  Vfitbout  contest,"  1 
not  blame  him  for  that ;  but,  safely, 
would  not  bavt  taken  ail  my  army  n^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


m] 


SEPTEMBER  0,  I S09. ^Talavera. 


[330 


Talavcra,  in  order  to  achieve  a  Ticlory 
without  contest,  unless  I, could  have  taken 
my  sick  and  wounded  with  me.-^ — Tliere 
nas  another  reason,  however,  and  that  was, 
ibe  iltility  of  opening  a  communication 
with  Plasencia ;  but,  if  this  was  so  import- 
ant, why  was  this  communication  suuered 
to  be  closed  ;  and,  besides,  all  the  argu- 
ments against  the  other  reason  are  good 
against  this.  It  is  manifest,  that  the  Baron 
Douro  of  Wellcsiey  was  in  violent  haste  to 
getaway  from  Tafavera;  and  it  appears 
to  me,  that  when  the  question  was,  wjiich 
of  the  two  armies  should  remain  at. that 
place,  the  army  which  had  the  place  full 
of  its  sick  and  wounded  ought  to  have  re- 
mained. The  army  of  Victor,  though 
"  tfonquished,"  was  in  movement  in  the 
front;  and,  as  it  was  notoriously  superior 
ia  numbers  to  that  of  Soult,  how  could 
Lord  Viscount Talavera  imagine,  thatCu- 
esta  was  more  fit  to  meet  it  than  he  was  ? 
—-We  now  come  to  the  movements. 

"  The  movements  of  the  enemy  in 
"  our  front,  since  the  1st,  had  induced 
"  oae   to    be   of   opinion,   that,  de- 
"  spairing  of  forcing  us  at  Talavera, 
"  they  intended  to  force  a  passage  by 
"  lEscalona,  and  thus  open  a  commu- 
"  nication    witb    the    French    corps 
**  coming  from  Plasencia. — ^Thissus- 
*'  piclon  was  confirmed  on  the  night 
''of  the  2d,  by  letters  received  from 
**  sir  Robert  Wilson,  of  which  I*  en- 
*'  close  copies  ;   and  before  I  quitted 
"  Talavera  on  the  3d,  1  wfiitecf  upon 
"  General  O'Donoghue,  and  convers- 
"  ed  with  him  upon  the  whole  of  our 
"  situation,  and  pointed  out  to  him 
*'  the  possibility,  that,  in  the  case  of 
'*  the  enemy  cpming  through  Esca- 
"  lona,  general  Cuesta  might  find  him- 
"  self  obliged  to  quit  Talavera,  bfforc 
"  I  should  be  able  to  return  to  him ;  and 
^'  I  urged  him  to  collect  all  the  carts 
**  that  could  be  got,  in  order  to  rentove 
**  ojtr  hosjyitaL     At  his  desire  I  pia  tlie 
"  purport  of  this  conversation  in  writings 
"  and  sent  him  a  letter  to  be  laid  be- 
"  fore  general  Cuesta,  ef  which  I  in- 
"  close  a  copi/'' 
From  this  paragraph  we  clearly  per- 
ceive, the  Baron  Douri)  foresaw,  l>^ore  he 
mtted  Talavera,  that  Cuesta  would  soon 
DC  after  him. Mark  the  cautious  diplo- 
matic turn,  which  the  comrtiunications  be- 
tween these  generals  had  now  taken  !    He 
"  put  the  purport  of  the  conversation  in 
'[writing,'*  And, /or  what  T  For  what,  va- 
liant loldicr  ?    I  did  not  know,  that  fir«- 


and-tow  soldiers  had  so  much  of  precau- 
tion about  them.  What  did  you  put  it  in 
writing  for?  "Why,  you  tool,  to  send 
"  home  to  my  lord  CasUereagh,  to  be  sure, 
"  in  order  to  prove,  that  I  urged  the  Spa- 
"  niards  to  collect  carts  in  order  to  removo 
"  my  hospital."  Well ;  but,  good  Baron, 
what  made  you  suspect,  that  such  proof 
would  be  necessary?  Did  you  actually 
anticipate,  theu^  what  would  befall  that  ' 
unhappy  hospital?  Did  you  suspect,  that 
Cuesta  would,  after  all,  leave  great  part 
of  your  suffering  sick  and  wounded  be- 
hind, in  case  he  was  attacked 'by  Victor  ? 

-But,  Baron,  good  Baron,  if  you  really 

did  think,  that  it  was  probable,  that  Cuesta 
would  be  unable  to  maintain  his  position 
against  Victor,  whom  you  bad  just  "  pan- 
"  qtdshed,"  why  did  you  choose  {(ov. you 
tell  us  you  chose  it)  to  ffo  away,  and  that, 
too,  against  an  inferior  force ;  a  force  that 
you  expected  to  be  able  tp  demolish  wufh 
out  a  contest  T  This  question  I  leave  to  be 
answered  by  the  hirelings  of  the  press. — : — 
The  putting  of  the  conversation  in  writing 
speaks  volumes.  It  shows,  as  clearly  as 
day-light,  what  was  anticipated.  It  was 
at  general  O'Donoghue's  desire,  it  seems, 
that  it  was  put  in  writing,  in  order  that 
he  might  have  a  copy  to  send  to  Cuesta. 
Aye,  aye  !  And  so,  as  my  Lord  Talavera 
happened,  I  suppose,  to  have  a  copy  of  it 
left,  he  sent  that  copy  to  my  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh.  It  is  an  old  saying,  that  you 
should  always  keep  a  useless  thing  seven 
years,  and  if  you  do  not  find  a  use  for  it 
m  that  lime,  throw  it  away.  My  lord 
Douro  found,  it  seems,  a  use  tor  this  paper 
in  jiisijlre  ddi^s  after  it  was  written,  though 
when  he  drew  it  up,  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  foreseen  any  use  in  it,  as  he  states 
that  he  drew  it  up  at  the  desire  qf  General 
(/Donoghue, 

"  The  British  army  marched  on 
"  the  3d  to  Oropesa,  general  Basse- 
''  court's  Spanish  corps  being  at  Cen- 
"  tinello,  trhere  I  desired  that  it 
"  might  halt  the  next  day,  in  order 
"  thai  I  might  be  nearer  it. — About 
*'  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  1  heard 
''  that  the  French  had  arrived  from 
"  Plasencia  at  Navalmoral,  whereby 
"  they  were  between  us  and  the 
"  bridge  of  Almaraz. — About  an  hour 
**  afterwards,  I  received  from  gene- 
"  ral  O'Donoghue  the  letter  and  its 
'f  inclosures,  of  which  I  enclose  co- 
"  pies,  amiouncing  to  me  the  inien- 
"  tion  of  gen.  Cuesta  to  march  from 
"  Talavera  ia  the  evenings  and  to  leave 
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*'  ilicre  my   hotfiud,  excepting    such 
**  men    as  could    be  removed  bj/  the 
"  means  he  already  had,  on  the  ground. 
*'  of  his  apprehension  that  liv^ts  not 
"  strong  enough  for   the  corps  coniinfr 
"from  Plasenciq,  and    that  the  enerny 
"  was  rnoring  upon  his  flank,  and  hud 
*'  returned  to^  Sanla  Olalla  in  his  front. — 
^  I  acknowledge   that   tlicse  reasons 
"  did  not  appear  to  me  sufl'icient  fur 
''  giving  up  so  important  a  post   as 
"  Talavera,   for"  exposing    the   com- 
"  bined  armies  to  an  attack  in  front 
"  aiid  rear  at  the  same  time,  and  foi- 
**  abandoning    my    hospital :    and    I 
"  wrote  the  letters  of  which  I  enclose 
"  a  copy. — This  unfortunately  reach- 
*'  cd  the  General  after  he  had  march- 
*'  ed,  and  he  arrived  at  Orope»ashort- 
*<■  ly  after  day-light  on  the  morning 
"of  the  4th/' 
.  That  we  have  here  a  pretty  good  sample 
of  what  we  have  to  expect  from  the  co- 
operation of  the  Spaniards  is  certain  ;  but, 
this  we  <lid  not  want;  we  had   samples 
enough  of  this  sort  before ;  it  is  notbing 
iitw  to  usj  d.u],  ih^  only  thino:  that  sur- 
pme.s  us  is  that  Baron  wvi  Viscount Tala- 
Tcra  shc^uld  have  deteimiaed  upon  leaving 
his  sick  and  wounded  to  i\\e  defence  of  an 
BTmy,  part  ut  whlc^,   Ue  tells  ys,  in  this 
Eamrj  di spate  li^  bad,  but  a  few  days  before, 
Ruartipered   away,  wi  the  : approach  of  the 
Freiuh,  without  filing  a  ?liot.     This  is  all 
that  siitpnies  us;  and  this  is  what  ought 

to  bi*  ;u{-ounted  frtr. T'ie  Spanish  Gene- 

f^Va  Teutons,  a#  9tal*>d  hy  Baron  Douro, 
are  twofuUi;  lie  tjults  hir  position  at  Tala- 
ver:i,  first,  becaiiitr  be  U  ifraid,  that  Soult 
will  !]£  t<>o  *siro^)g  W\  ihe  Baron;  and^  se- 
conj;  because  Im  tbtnkn  that  Victor  will 
be  too  strong  for  bimsi  If.  But,  surely, 
tiiere  niy;it  be  to  bo  founfl  some  mitigation 
of  thi^  r  At  any  rate,  all  fiamiony  must  now 
be  at  an  end  between.  Cuesta  and  the 
Baron,  the  latter  of  whom  wrote,  it  sejcms, 
let;ers  to  hiai,  disapproving  of  his  move- 
menis.  Tlie  game,  therefore,  is  up,  as 
far  as  depeiuls  upon  co-operation  be- 
tween the  l:p];anishiuul  English  army;  and, 
indetMl,  frr)i!i  tlic  morpent  I  riead  theBavon's 
dispatch  of  il.c  21) I h  of  July,  i  was  con- 
vinced, tl\a?  thL'i;o  couUl  be  no  more  cor- 
dial CO  oj;cra.ion  or  communiLalion  be- 
twepn  tlietn,  aud  that  oui-  army  would  be 
very   IvK^ky  iu<K  r  !,  if  only  one  hdf  of  it 

cvrr  ,<  .1  ht'il   Ln^land. -Wliat  remains 

of  lIiIs  (li*p;t(h  is  a  confused  detail  of  the 
ihsiveintn  .,  ulicli  took  ^Adcc  irom  the  4th 
to  the  bill  ci  August,  on  which  last  day 
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the  dispatch  was  written,  concluding  (feel- 
ini^  this  to  be  the  teniler  poiui)  with  an  ex- 
cuse for  leaving  behind  so  many  ol' our  un- 
fortunate and  ^ufVoring  countrymen,  upon 
which  there  remain  some  remarks  to  be 
made. 


"  The  questionwhatwajJ  tobedone 
"  was   then  to  be  con«iiiered.    The 
"  enemy,  stated  to  be  30,000  ^tvong, 
"  but  at  ail  events,  consisting  of  the 
"  corps    of    Soult   and   Mey,  either 
"  unitedi   or  not   very  distant  from 
"  each  other,  and  supposed  by  Marabal 
"  Jourdan  and  Joseph  Buonaparte,  to 
**  be  sufficiently  strong  to  attack  the 
"  British  army,  stated  to  be  25,000 
"  strong,  were  on  one  side^  in  posses- 
"  sion  of  the  high  road  to  the  passage 
"  of  the  Tagus  at  Alraaraz,  the  bridge 
'f  at  which  place  we  knew  had  beea 
"  removed,  although  the  boats  still 
♦'necessarily  remained  in  the  river. 
<'  On  the  other  side,  we  had  reason  to 
"  expect  the  advance  of  Victor's  corps 
**  to  Talavera,  as  soon  as  General  Cu- 
'<  esta's  march  should  be  known,  and 
"  after  leaving  1 2,000  men  to  watch 
"  Venegas,  and  allowing  from  10  to 
"  11,000  killed  and  \^oanded  iti  the 
«'  late  action,  this  corps  would  nave 
'*  amounted   to   65,000.     We  could 
*'  extricate  ourselves  from  this  (Jifii- 
"  cult  situation  only  by  great  celerity 
«'  of  raovernent,  to  ^hich  llje  troops 
*'  were  unequal,  as  they  had  not  bad 
"  their  allowance    of  provisions  for 
«  several  days,  and  by  success  in  two 
«  battles.     If  unsuccessful  ui. either, 
"  w-e  should  have  been  Vvithout  a  re- 
"  treat;  and  if  Soult  and  Ney,  avoid- 
"  ing  an  act^ion,  had  retired  before  us, 
"  and  had  wailed  the  arrival  of  Vic- 
"  tor,  we  should  have  beea  exposed 
«'  to    a   general  action  with  50,000 
'*  men,  equally  without  a  retreat,  ^^c 
"  had  reason  to  expect,  that  as  the 
"  marquis  de  la  Reyna  could  iiotre* 
"  move  the  boats  from  the  river  Al- 
"  maraz,  Soult  would  have  destrpyed 
"  them..    Our  only  r e treat  was, therc- 
•"  fore,  by  the  bridge  of  Ar^o  Bispo; 
*'  and  if  we  had  moved  on,  the  eifiemVt 
"  by  hreakiug  that  brid^je  while  the 
*'  army  should  be  engaged  with  Soult 
"  and  Ney,  would  have  deprived  ^ 
"  of  that  only  resource.     We  could 
"  not  take  a  position  at  Orop^a,  as 
"  we  thereby  left  open  the  road  to 
"  the  bridge  of  Argo  j^i^po  frofliTala- 
»  vqa  by  Caleri ;  Wl  ajfterconsi^c- 
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*'  ing  the  whole  subject  maturely,  I 
''  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  advise- 
"  able  to  retire  to  the  bridge  of  Ar^o 
^  Bispo^  and  to  take  up  a  defensive 
-"  position  upon  the  Tagus,  I  was  in- 
"  duccd   to  adopt   this  last  opinion, 
"  because  the  trench  have  now  at 
*'  least  50,000  men  disposable  to  op- 
"  pose  to  the  combined  armies,  and  a 
*'  corps  of  12,000  hien  to  watch  Va- 
'*  utgas:  and  1  was  likewise  of  opi- 
*'  nion,  that  the  sooner  the  defensive 
"  line,  should  be  taken  up,  the  more 
**  likely   were  the   troops  to  be  ahle 
"  to  defend  it.     Accordingly  I  mard>- 
'*  on  the  4th,  and  crossed  the   facfus 
"  by  th.i   bridge  of  Arj^  Bispo,  and 
"  have  couliniicd  my   route    to  this 
•'  plap«^  in   which  1  am  well  lituated 
"  tQ  il^fi  nd  the  pa^^sa^^c  of  Almara^ 
*'  and  ihc  lower  parts  of  the  Tagus. 
"  General  Cuosta  crossed  the  river  on 
*'  the  iiignt  of  the  5ib,  and  he  is  siill 
"a^t  tlie  bridge  of  Ar^o  Hispo.    About 
"  2,000  qftliii  xjooundvd  have  bttn  brow^ht 
'*  uxioay  J'tom    Talavera,   the  renmnitig 
'*  1,5.00  are  there;  and  I  doubt  whe- 
'*  ther,    under    aiijf    circmnatancei,   it 
**  would    have  been  possible  or  von^ 
■*'  sUtcni  with  hiunaniii/,  to  attempt  to 
"  remote  any  more  of  them.     From 
"  the  tr««itment  which  some  qfthe  soi' 
**  diers  wounded  on  the  27  th,  and  who 
^'JkU  into  the  hands  c^the  autny,  ex- 
.        "  perimfxd  from  them,  and  from   the 
"manner  in   \vhich    I    have   always 
"  treated    the    wounded    who    have 
'*  fallen  into  nay  hands,  /  expect  that 
<*  these  men  will  be  wcU-traited ;  and  I 
"  have  only  to  lament,  that  a  new  con- 
"  cucrent:e  ofevcnt^  OVERW  HICH, 
'*  from  circurastapces,  I  HAD  AND 

"  col'ld  ha\^  no  CONTROUL, 

"  should  have  placed  the  army  in  a 
"  situation  to  be  obliged  to  leave  any 
*'  of  them  behind.'* 
"  Oh !  most  lame  and  impotent  con- 
^  ctusion,^  of  a  big-sound  ihg  adventure ! — 
Header,  let  us  not  be  blinded  by  this  con« 
fused  account.  Let  us,  while  we  have  the 
thing  before  us,  blow  the  dust  away,  and 
(eta  sight  of  the  matter  as  it  really  stands. 
— ^Here  we  find  the  Baron  and  his  army, 
or,  rather,  the  remains  of  it,  at  a  place 
called  Deley  tosa,  on  the  banks  of  the  rirer 
Tagu^  g/^y  miles,  perhaps,  below  Tala- 
Yera,  aiuj,  of  course,  so  much  nearer  Poi;- 
^S|^i  so  iQUcli  nearer  the  spot  whence  he 
)^  originally  started  in  pursuit  of  the 
"f^rty*  yiptpr,  fi^  far,  in  shprt,  on  hw  r^ 


treat*  Well,  what  broy^  hiv$  hither i 
Aye,  Nabob's  print,  answer  p^  that  ques- 
tion. What  brought  him  hither?—^ 
WeU,  then,  that  question  b^ng  so  full  of 
gravel,  answer  us  .this ^  with  wntu  view  did 
he  leave  Talavera  f  Was  it  no^  with  a  vi«w 
of  going  in  queai  of  Soult?  and,  did  he  not 
assign  as  a  reason,  for  quitting  T^latera, 
and  leaving  his  hospital  to  the/:are  and 
defence  ot  the  Spaniards,  that  be  thooghl 
he  and  his  army  ^ouM  "  do  tlie  bunncsf 
"  effectually  J  and  <tnthout  a  coniat  f**  Now 
wluu  business  was  it,  that  induced  him  thus 
to  quit  his  post  aod  to  leave  his  hospital? 
Why,  ihc  meeting  and  tfte  beating  qf  Soult,  to 
be  sure,  and  this  he  was  pretty  confident  of 
doing  \^ithout  a  contest.  Btu,  behold, 
having  quitted  Talavera,  having  marched 
from  his  Viscounty  and  his  hosipital  with 
this  view,  and  with  this  avowed  intention* 
instead  of  going  on  to  meet  Soult^  and  to 
"  do  tfte  businaa  eftectually,^'  he  turns  shori 
to  his  left,  and  gets  oyer,  with  all  possiblt 
alacrity,  to  that  side  of  the  Tagus  where 
Soult  u  not,  and  we  hear  him  t-alk  of 
nothing  but  of  broken  down  bridges,  in* 
terxrepted  retreats,  being  placed  between 
two  fires ;  and,  in  short,  oi  all  sorts  of  dan^ 

gers. Reader,  compare  the  two  parts 

of  the  dispatch,  and  make  use  ^of  yo^ 
senses  in  pronouncing  upon  the  conduci 
of  this  General,  even  as  represented  by 
himself.     What  prevented  him  from  pur- 
suing his  original  intention  of  going  on 
to  meet  Soult?  What  had  happened  to 
supercede  that  intention?  Nothmg  can  be 
pretended  to  have  happened  except  the 
quitting  of  Talavera  by  Cuesta,  and  evck 
that  thf^  Baron  had  anticipated  before  he 
himself  quitted  Talavera.     In  short,  it  is 
to  insult  the  understandings  of  my  readers 
to  suppose,  tiiitt  they  do  not  clearly  per- 
ceive, that  the  Baron  is  utterly  unable  to 
reconcile  those  two  parts  of  his  dispatch  ; 
that  his  marching  to  meet  Soult  was,  m  facU 
marching/rom  Victor;  and  that,  from  b^ 
ginning  to  end,  we  have,  in  this  dispatch, 
nothing  but  attempts  to  disguise  the  real 
character  of  the  operations  and  the  real  na- 
ture of  the  situation  of  our  army.— Such 
attempts  succeed  with  the  very  ignorant, 
and  with  those  who  wish  to  be  deceived  ; 
but,men  of  sense,af^er  reading  long  and  con- 
fused accounts,  reciir  to  main  points ;  and, 
when  they  do  that,  in  this  case,  these  are 
the  facts  that  strike  them :  Doiiro  and  Ta- 
lavera and  Cuesta  chose  to  go  in  pursuit 
of  Victor ;  on  thp  29th  of  July  Douro  and 
Talavera  alone  <'  vanquished"  Victor,  Cu- 
esta ha^in^«  stood  by  as  a  spectator  i  from 
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the  29th  of  July  to  the  3rd  of  August 
Douro  and  Talavera  and  Cuesta  lay  at  Ta- 
lavora  wiihout  budging  an  inch  after  the 
'*  vanquished"  Victor ;  pn  the  3rd  of  Au- 
gust Douro  and  'talavera  quits  his  Vis- 
county and  ieaves  his  hospital  to  the  care 
and  d'^fence  <)f  Cuesta,  in  order  to  go  and 
meet  b'>uh.  and  to  do  his  htainess  effectually 
and  whhoi't  contest ;  on  the  4tii  of  August, 
Cuest.i,  rearing  that ,  his  friend  Douro 
would  nor  t)*>  a  match  for  "  the  curs(;d 
"  Soult/*  aiid  seeing  the  vanquislied  \  ic- 
tor,  like  a, wounded  snake,  beginning  to 
stir  agciin,  went  after  Talavera  and  his 
army;  t  nee*  more  united,  on  the  4th  of 
Auouj,t,  they,  instead  of  going  on  to  do 
Soult's  business  effectually  and  without 
contest,  join  together  and  most  cordially 
co-operate  in  getting  across  the  Tagus, 
lest  their  retreat  should  be  cut  off.  This  is 
the  story,  they  tell.  Here  it  is  in  a  few 
short  sentences  ;  and,  though  the  people 
in  genel-al  may  not,  at  once,  see  the  real 
truth,  through  this  confused  mass  of  insig- 
nificant detail,  they  will  see  it  in  the  end  ; 
but,  I  am  by  no  means  satisfied,  that  the 
conviction  will  produce  any  good  effect, 
so  complete  is  the  chain  of  influence  and 

of  dependance. Upon  the  last  dispatch 

I  observed,  that  our  Viscount  avoicfed  to 
give  us  eveii  any  hint  as  to  the  ACTUAL 
NUMBERS  of  either  Uie  Spanish  Army  or 
HIS  OWN,  while  he  was  wonderfully  mi- 
nute in  his  accounts  of  the  force  of  the 
French,  their  losses,  and  all  other  matters 
relating  to  them.  Tlie  present  dispatch  is 
still  more  strongly  marked  with  that  sus- 
picious omission.  Douro  of  Wellesley  is 
endeavouring,  he  is  labouring  hard,  to  give 
us  a  satisfactory  reason  for  his  determina- 
tion to  gel  over  the  Tagus  ;  that  is  to  say, 
in  the  language  of  the  General  Order, 
applied  to  the  French,  to  escape  from  Soult 
and  Victor.  Tliey  had  not  actually  joined, 
you  will  observe ;  but,  he  supposed  they 
might  join,  and,  upon  that  supposition  he, 
in  order  to  avoid  having  his  retreat  cut  off, 
hastened  to  get  over  the  Tagus.  In  order 
to  shew  us,  that  this  measure  was  not  re- 
solved upon  without  reasonable  caufie  of 
a)jprehension,  he  falls  to  work,  and  has  all 
his  fingers  in  motion,  counting  the  numbers 
(f  the  French,  He  takes  them  in  detail ; 
tells  us  how  many  Soult  has  and  how 
many  Victor  has  left;  and,  he  brings,  at 
last,  into  the  field,  50  thousand  men,  un- 
der these  two  generals  (both  of  whom  he 
had  ^^^^'jkllfA.  P^Jstrve).  to  fight  against 
liiiiujyiMMdiMlB^  ffjj^}  '  Now,  I  ask 
th^MSHIlc&S^  bM^ssible  for  it  not 


•to  occur  to  Douro,  upon  this  occasion,  that 
hxs-fitatemtnt  was  not  worth  a  straw,  unac- 
companied with  a  statement  of  his  mm 
numbers  and  tliose  of  Cufista  f  It  is  a  reason 
oi'numlHTs  that  he  is  giving  us  ;  and,  could 
it  have  escaped  him,  that  the  numbers  on 
one  side  were  of  no  use  without  those  on 
the  other  side  ?  No :  this  could  not  have 
escaped  him ;  and  it  is  not  necessary  to 
point  out  to  the  reader  ivhy  a  statement  of 
the  numbers  of  our  army  and  of  that  of 
Cuesta  was  omitted.  The  reason  is  too 
plain  not  to  be  perceived,  even  by  this 

hood  winked  nation. But,  if  our  Baron 

does  not  choose  to  give  us  a  statement  of 
numbers,  there  are  those  who  will  do  it, 
and  who  have  done  it.  To  be  sure,  it  was 
without  a  parallel  to  be  so  minute,  not  only 
as  to  the  numbers  of  the  enemy,  but  as  to 
what  the  enemy  said  of  our  numbers !  He 
could  tell  us  what  the  enemy  said^of  oor 
numbers,  but  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
tell  us  himself  what  they  were.  No 
thanks  to  you,  then,  Baron  Douro  of  Wel- 
lesley, Joseph  Napoleon  and  his  war-mi- 
nister will  tell  us,  and  they  will  tell  us, 
too,  a  little  more  about  your  *'  hospital" 
and  about  your  crossing  the  Tagus  at  the 
bridge  of  Ar^o  Bispo,  to  take  up  a  drfensive 
pQtition,  than  you  have  thought  proper  to 

tell  us. The  following  Proclamation, 

signed  by  Joseph  Napoleon,  and  the  Ob-  , 
DER  OF  THE  Day  which  follows  it,  sigHcd 
by  Belli  A  RD,  governor  of  Madrid,  arc 
both  dated  on  the  10th  of  August,  two 
days,  the  reader  will  perceive,  qfier  the 
date  of  Baron  Douro's  last  dispatch. 

PaocLAirfATioN,  Madri0,  August  10. 
"  Soldiers !  It  is  scarcely  fifteen  days  since 
*'  120,000  enemies,  consisting  qf  EngHA, 
''  Portuguese,  and  Spaniards,  who  marched 
"  from  diftcrent  points,  rendcavoused  under 
"  the  walls  of  my  capitai  ;  but  united  on 
"  the  2(5th  of  July  at  the  bridge  o(^  Gua- 
*'  darrama,  the  1st  and  4th  corps,  and  th* 
"  reserve,  defeated,  on  that  day,  theeneyiy. 
"  On  the  27th  he  repassed,  in  great  haste, 
"  the  Albt'rc"he.  On  the  2Sth,  attacked 
*'  in  a  position  judged  unattackable,  80,000 
*'  rnai  hate  not  hem  able  to  contend  against 
"  40,000  French, — From  that  time,  re- 
*'  nouncing  their  chimerical  project  of 
**  conquest,  they  have  thought  but  of  safe- 
"  ty,  and  have  abandoned  the  field  of 
"  battle.  Mdre  than  6,00()  Englisfi  rvounded 
f  are  in  our  hospitals, — ^The  least  of  our  corps, 
''  the  1st,  was  judged  sufficient  to  keep  ui 
''  check  this  army,  still  so  nonieroas  in 
*'  spite  of  its  losses.  It  remained  upod  the 
*'  Albercbe^  while  the  4th  corps  and  th% 
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"  reserve  set  oqt  on '  the  29th  to  succour 
"Toledo,  besieged  by  the  army  of  La 
"  Mancha,  and'that  of\Madricl,  menaced 
'*  by  the  same  army,  has  forced  the  enemy,- 
"  already  within  feur  leagues  of  the  ca- 
"  pital*  to  relinquish  its  prey.  It  has  re- 
'*  passed  the  Tagus,  in  the  greatest  haste, 
"  and  flies  lowards  the  Sierra  Morena,  after 
"  having  abandoned  some  tbonsands  of 
•'  killed,iwounded  and  prisoners.  The  2d, 
**  5th  and  6th  corps  are  following  the  rear 
"  guard  of  the  enemy's  army.  These 
^*  corps  Ibrmed  a  junction  with  the  Ist 
**  corps  at  Orchason,  on  the  7th  August. — 
"  The  Elfish  fiy  in  every  vmy  in  disorder, 
"  emd  by  roads  hitherto  judged  isnpracticabk 
"  to  artUkry.  The  '2d  and  5lh  corps  are 
*'  pumdngthem. — Soldiers!  you  have  saved 
<'  my  capital,  the  King  of  Spain  thanks 
"  you ;  you  have  done  more,  the  brother 
"  of  youir  Emperor  sees  fly  ins  before  your 
"  eagles  the  eternal  enemy  of  the  French 
«'  name.  The  Emperor  will  know  all  that 
ft  you  have  done,  he  will  acknowledge  the 
^  brave  who  have  made  themselves  con- 
«*  spicuous  among  the  brave,  those  who 
•*  have  received  honourable  wounds;  and 
«' if  he  says  to  us,  "I  am  content  with 
«<  you,'*  we  shall  be  sufficiently  recom- 
"  pensed." 

*»  Orx>er  of  the  Dav,   Madrid,  Aug. 

«  10. -The  First  and  Fifth  Corps  over- 

"  took,  beyond  tlie  bridge  qf  Arcobispo,  the 
*'  rear  guard  qf  the  English  Array ^  entirely 
"  destroyed  it,  and  took  from  it  thirty  pieces 
*'  qf  cannon,  their  caissons^  a  great  part  qf 
«  their  equ^Hb^e,  many  horses,  and  a  great 
"  number  ofprisomrs, — It  is  also  in  pursuit 
"  01  the  army  of  Vanegas,  and  has  made 
*'  a  great  number  of  prisoners ;  it  has  re- 
*'  tired  into  the  mountains  of  Sierra.  Mo- 
"  rena." 

Observe  again,  these  papers  are  of  a 
date  tn'o  days  later  than  the  dispatch  of 
Wellesley.  J. perceive,  that  the  hireling 
prints  do  liot  appear  to  pay  any  attention 
at  all  to  this  statement  in  the  Order  of 
TTC  Day,  though  corroborated  by  Joseph 
Napoleon's  Proclamation,  which  was  writ- 
ten, it  appears,  on  the  9th  at  Toledo.  The 
hirelings  do  not  believe  a  word  of  the 
fight  and  disorder,  mentioned  in  the  pro- 
chmation ;  nor  of  the  desiruction  qfour  rear 
guard,  beyond  tite  bridge  qf  Arcobispo,  and 
the  loss  of  some  of  oar  cannon,  baggage, 
and  horses;  and  the  reason  why  the  hire- 
lings do  not  believe  any  thing  of  this,  is, 
that  the  event  must  have  taken  place  be- 
fore the  8th  of  August,  and  Baron  Douro 
of  Wellesley  doa  not  My  any  thmg  about  it. 


Kow,  for  my  part,  I  find  quite  enough  to 
do  ini)elievmg  what  he  tioes  say,  and  shall 
certainly  draw  no  favourable  conclusions 
from  what  he  does  not  say.  Not  to  waste 
time  and  paper,  I  t>elieve  the  Order  of  the 
Day  and  the  Proclamation  to  be  substan^ 
tially  correct.  Some  exaggeration  I  al- 
ways allow  for  on  both  sides;  but,  be- 
tween  Talavera's  dispatches,  and  the  pub- 
lications of  Beltiard  and  his  sovereign, 
there  is  this  important  distinction;  that 
while  die  latter  are  issued  and  read  upon 
the  spot,  almost  upon  the  field  of  battle, 
and,  at  any  rate,  amongst  those  whaare» 
from  their  local  situation,  able  to  discover 
any  material  mis-statement  in  them ;  while 
this  is  the  case  with  respect  to  the  French 
publit:ations,  the  dispatches  of  our  Baron 
are  published  where  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  disprove  their  contents,  and  where,  sup- 
posing the  truth  of  those  contents  to  oe 
questionable,  there  are  always  hireling 
pens  io  abundance  to  defend  whatever  ia 
published  by  authority.  It  must,  in  most 
cases,  be  some  months  before  any  state- 
ment, made  in  a  dii>patch  from  abroad, 
can  be  fully  examined,  and  compared 
with  facts;  by  that  time,  the  examina- 
tion becomes  useless ;  *and  so  it  goes  ofti 
Quite  diiie^ent  is  it,  and  must  it  be,  with 
those  who  have  to  address  armies  and  peo- 
ple upon  the  spot.  (By-the-bye,  we  see  no 
Proclamation  of  our  Viscount  to  his  array 
and  to  the  people  of  his  Viscounty).  Quite 
different  roust  it  be  in  that  case.  I^  for 
instance,  the  English  army  had  not  been 
overtaken  at  Arcobispo  and  been  attacked, 
in  the  maimer  stated  by  Belliard,  does  any 
one  believe,  that  Belliard,  who  issues  bis 
Order  at  Madrid,  only  about  eighty  miles* 
from  Arcobispo,  or  less  perhaps,  would 
have  so  positrvtly  asserted  such  a  fact  ?  A 
fact,  too,  of  such  great  importance,  a  state- 
ment entering  into  particulars,  <'  30  pieces 
•'  of  cannon,  their  covei^d  waggons,  a 
''  great  part  of  their  equipage,  many  horses, 
**  and  a  great  number  ot  prisoners?'*  Does 
any  man  believe,  that  Belliard,  the  gover-. 
nor  of  Madrid,  would  have  published  this, 
if  it  had  not  had,  at  least,  some  truth  in  it  ? 
Does  any  man  believe,  that  he  would  have 
published  upon  the  spot,  so  gross,  so  glar- 
ing, so  impudent,  and  so  useless  a  falshood  ? 
Vet  Baron  Douro  of  Wellesley,  thou^jh  he 
wrote  ./(wr  <%«  qfler  bis  passage  of  tl^  bridge 
of  Arcobiifo,  says  not  a  word  about  so  im- 
portant a  matter.  Let  us  remember  this  ; 
for,  in  the  end,  the  truth  must  all  come  out. 
-—Again,  if  the  French  bad  had  but 
1,500  of  our  tick  and^^routtded  \th  in  their 
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hands,  must  not  the  irapudence  of  Joseph 
KapoleoQ  be  such  as  to  surpass  evea  those 
who  manufacture  lies  for  our  home-coa- 
sumpt'ton  ?  He  addresses  hioaself  to  his  Sol- 
dici's.  Some  of  these*  at  aay  rate,  must 
know  what  an  iosipudent  liar  he  is,  if  there 
be  only  1 ,500  of  our  poor  souls  in  bis  hos- 
pitals ;  if  that  be  the  case,  they  must  know 
him  to  be  not  only  a  liar  but  a  braggart, 
an  J,  no  man  likes  to  be  known  for  such<  or 
to  expose  himself  to  the  risk  of  it,  as  he 
evidently  must  by  making  such  a  state- 
meni,  in  so  solemn  a  maj^ner,  to  those  who 
are  upon  the  spot,  and  thousands  of  whom 
must  be  ac(|uuinted  with  the  real  state  of 

the  case. Yet,  he  does  say,  that  there 

are  6.000 ;  aye,  "  more  than  six  thousand 
"  ENGLISH  wounded  in  his  hospitals/* 
Tliere  ii  great  diflereucc  between  '*  more 
"  than  six  thmsmid,^'  and  **  one  thousand  Jive 
^'  hundred,** -^ — Then,  as  to  the  numbers  of 
the  armies,  it  is  singular  enoueb,  that,  ex- 
clusive of  I  he  corps  of  Sir  Rooert  Wilson 
and  General  Craumrd,  our  hiiclings  stated 
the  all.ed  army  at  as  many  within  16,000 
Mien  as  Josepii  Napoleon  now  «taU;s  it  at. 
He  fcays  120,000  all  together.  Our  hire- 
lings, before  the  battle  o^Talavera,  put  it 
104',000,  exclusive  of  the  two  corps  above* 

mentioned. Joseph  Napoleon  says,  we 

had  80,000  men  in  the  baule  of  Taiavera, 
and  Victor  40,000,  Victor  has  seat  r^OOO 
in  pursuit  of  Venesjas,  he  lost  (our  Baron 
says)  1 1,000  in  the  battle  of  Talavera, con- 
sequently he  hus  oidy  17,000  left,  which 
number,  joined  to  Scuit*s  25,000,  who  were 
'*  totalljf  dificooifitcd  on  the  Douro,."  make 
42,000  men;  v^hile  ue  and  the  Spaniards 
have,  according  to  Jose[)h  Napoleon's  ac- 
count, 70.000  men  to  oppose  te  them,  sup*- 
posing  us  to  have  lost  ten  thousand  at  Tala^ 
▼era.  /  bdiece  Joseph  N.-^jjoleon's  state- 
ment of  numbers;  and  I  believe  it  the 
more  firmly,  because  Baron  Douro  so  cau- 
tiously avoids  saying  any  thing  that  i^ay 
lead  us  even  to  guess  at  his  numbers  or 
those  of  Cuesta.  If  all  h^d  been  as  it  ought 
to  be,  why  should  he  withhold  from  us  this 
statement  of  numbers.  Joseph  Napoleon 
talks  of  numbers ;  of  ki$  own  as  well  as  of 
those  of  his  enemy ;  but,  Joseph  Napo- 
leon has,  I  am  afraid,  real  victories  to  an- 
nounce ;  and  that  it  is  which  induces  him 
to  state  numbers. ^This  nation,  what- 
ever other  fouUs  it  may  have,  is  never 
deficient  on  the  score  of  compassion, 
and,  therefore,  I  will  not  harrow  up  the 
bosoms  of  my  readers  by  an  attempt  to 
describe  the  situation  of  our  unfortunate 
countrymen,  and  the  deaf^  relations  of 


some  pf  us,  lying  in  the  hospitals  nt  tbe 
mercy  of  an  enemy  whom  our  hirelings 
«all  Vandals,  and  that,  too,  at  a  place, 
the  name  of  which  makes  part  of  a  title 
for  their  commander,  purchased  with  their 
valour  !  This  commriuder  tells  us,  indeed, 
that,  under  any  circumstances,  it  would 
not  have  been  consistent  iiith  kumanity  to  at- 
tempt to  remove  any  more  of  the  wounded. 
May  be  so;  but,  vid&\i absolutely netxs^ar^ in 
leave  them  ?  The  Baron  says,  that  he  had  liis 
choice  to  go,  or  to  sta}^  and  that  Ac  chose  to 

go,  and  not  to  stay. But,  it  seemri,  that 

the  French  are  not  "  Vandals;*'  thai  they 
take  very  good  care  qf  our  wounded  ihat  fall 
iuto  their  hands  ;  and,  that  there  is  every 
reason  to  suppose,  that  our  helpless  couii- 
tiymen  atTalavera  "  will  be  well -treated." 
This  is  a  consoling  discovery  ;  and,  like 
all  other  good  things,  though  good  in  it- 
self, it  is  the  better  lor  coraFng  precisely  at 
tJte  moment  that  it  is  wanted.     We  wanted  a 
discovery  of  this  sort;  we  wanted  to  find 
out  that  the  French  were  humaive;  this 
was  wanted,  in  order  to  palliate  the  cala- 
mky,  which  had  befallen  our  army,  anij 
which  eoulcl  no  longer  be  disguised;  we 
wanted  the  discovery,  and  we  nave  made 
it.    Noiv,  th«n,  let  the  hireling  tnte  stay 
their  attacks,  for  a  while,  at  least,  upon  the* 
"  Vandals  ;**  and  let  that  pensioned  dpg- 
gerel- maker,  Fitzgerald,  be  taught  by  hu 
setters-on,  that  though  his  pen  is  unequal 
to  the  task  of  arousing  a^y  good  passion, 
it  may  succeed  in  arousing  evil  ones.    I^t 
the  turtle-patriots,  if  they  must  meet  and 
toast,  restrain  their  disposition  to  abuse  tbe 
French,  merely  because  they  fear  them. 
Our  new  Viscount  bears  witness  to  the 
humanity  of  the  French.      Oh  !   what  a 
fact  to  publish  to  the  people  of  England! 
I  question  but  it  is,  by  some  people,  con- 
sidered as  by  far  the  most  melancholy  feet 
in  the  whole  of  this  melancholy  dispatch; 
and,  certain  I  am,  that  if  any  writer  in 
England  had  represented  the  French  as  a 
humane  and  generous  enemy,  he  would^ 
by  all  the  hirelings  of  the  day,  have  been 
represented  as  a  most  diabohcal  Jacobin. 

We  now  come  to  the  last  scntejice  of 

this  dismal  dispatch.  I  cannot  help  re- 
peating it.  "  I  have  only  to  loipent,  tlia^ 
"  a  new  concurrence  of  events,  over  wbicb; 
"  from  circumstances  J  had,  andcovid  haiK> 
"  no  con<rott/,*should  l^ave  placed  the  army 
"  in  a  aituatibn  to  be  obliged  to  leave  say 
"  of  them,  (the  wounde^  behind."- — ' 
This  is  dismal,  indeed.  I  could  almc»^ 
pijty  t^e  man  who  wrote  it,  though  ban  a 
dozen  new  ijamj^s  tare  bee)?  lately  t^^^ 
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to  his  offn.    Wh^t  1  ''  no  controfU"  pye? 
these  events !  t)id  be  not  cfiaoic  to  march 
into  Spain  ?  Did  he  not  choose  to  j^ursue 
Victor  ?    Did  he  not  choosy  to  fight  with 
that  Tartar  and  to  **  vanquish'*  him  ?   Did 
be  not  choose  to  remain  at  Talavera  and 
not    push    on    after  the   "  vanquished" 
Victor  ?    And,   '^^-^Yji  ^^^  ^^    ^^^    ^*' 
pressly  say,  that  he  chose  to  come  away 
from   Talavei)a>  leaving  his  hospital  there, 
and  ibat,  too,  under  circumstances    that 
made  him    think   it    necessary  to    havo 
a  diplomatic    ronyersal;ion  with  General 
CBonoghue  about  the  latter's  collecting 
carts,  in  order  to  bring  away  our  poor  fel- 
lows, who  V.  ere  sick  and  wounded !    You 
ha?e  been  made  a  Baron  and  a  Viscount 
for  your  deeds  throu(;h  the  campaign,  for 
your  ability,  valour^  and  '*  military  re- 
"  source  ;"  and  do  you  now  tell  us,  that 
you  had  *«no  controtU"  over  the  events 
that  have  occurred  }    Why  not  the  8am« 
coQtroul  qftcTt  a$  v^ell  ^brfore  and  during, 
your  success ;     Yoju  must  take  the  whole 
of  the  campaign  together.     If  you  had 
"  no  controul'     in  the  retreat,  you  bad 
none  in  the  adtauce  ;  if  none  in  your  de- 
feats, none  in  your  victories.— if  you 
mean  merely  to, say :.  **  /  can^t  help  it;    it 
is  very  well,  T^^e  .^r^hduke  Chari^  could 
not  Wlp it/^bt;  oth^er  day.;  but,  he  did  not 
prcltJdd,  that  fc^  hafj,  *'  flip  co^rour^  over 
what  was  passing.    He  did  not  make  u«e 
of  any  phrase,  calculated  to  pfodui^  an 
imoressipn,  that  he;  ^^^  in  thl^  cj^e,  to  be 
looked  upoq  ^s  having  npt^ing  to  do  ^ith 
the  matter.-; — rlt  is  e^y  to  s^^,  that  the 
hlame  is  to  ^1  uppn  Cuesu ;  ^t>  as  far. 
a^,l  have  power  i/i  this  way,  I  shall  n>ake. 
^  point  of  seeing  that  he  ha$  fair  play.     1 
have  not  yet  (brgottei)  the  (al^  of  poor  3ir 
Hugh  and  Burrard.      Any  body  but  a 
Wcllesley  was  then  to  be  sacrificed ;  and 
we  shall,  I  am  convinced,  now  see  some 
pretty  work  with  regard  to  Cuesta*    The 
dung  is  now,  howeyer,  a  iitU^  mpr^  diSi- 
cqU  ;   for.  It  will  b^  necessary  tp  inchide, 
more  or  les^,  ti^e  Saa,nish  am^  in  the  blame 
with  Cue^ta ;  ap4>  Aeij,  we  qojf^e  M>  the 
fulfilment  of  n^y,  nr^di<;;t)(^^(,  \xhen,  the 
hireUngs  said,  that  I  \yj»^  '*  vt^tigafedi  by  the 

"  DepiV/ Oiji;  Bj^op  ^eems  to  have 

Wo,  8ei^4  V^i'th  a  wondeiiful  deg;ree  of 
inmtiiif^^}  ai,  ooipe.  He  t^lJw  pf  bridges 
^pd  retreats,  counts  the  numbers  of  nis 
ttemj^rmeasureB  the  distances  th^y  have 
to  BDtrch  before  they  ci^i  get  at  him,  cal- 
culates all  the  chan^  of  defeat  with,  the 
^r^test  niceiy ;  ^ogs  ifp^^moye  a  leg,  with- 
out first  lookWg  aU  round  him.    T^f^  is 
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a^iime  for  all  things ;  but,  with  due  submis- 
sion to  the  Viscount,  I  am  of  opinion,  that, 
when  he  .got  into  the  situation,  described 
towards  the  close  of  bis  dispatch,  tbe  time 
for  caution  was  passed,  and  tbe  time  Ibc 
dashing  arrived.  The  time  for  caution 
was,  when  he  entered  Spain.  It  im  easy  to 
dajsh  ;  it  is  easy  to  be  "  a  dasnej/'  when 
the  enemy  is  forty  leagues  oit  or  is  r^* 
treatmg  before  you  with  half  your  num- 
bers. Any  body  can  dash  under  such  cir« 
cumstances.  But,  the  dasher  that  I  Uka 
to  see  is,  a  dasher  who  fails  on  upou  supC' 
rior  numbers,  or  who,  when  in  the  centre  ^C 
ditficuliies,  resolves  upon  fighting,  instead 
of  fnarching,  his  way  through  them.  l*hat 
is  the  sort  of  danlier  that  i  tike ;  and  is, 
I  Gelieve,  the  sort,  which#  hitherto,  ha^ 
been  generally  approved  of  in  this  country, 
though  1  will  not  answer  for  ir,  tnat  in 
conpplaisance  tp  the  Wellesleys  the  Aa- 
tion  may  not  acknowledge,  that  its  taste, 
in  this  respect,  has  been  erroneous. 
While  these  things  are  going  on  in  the 
heart  of  Spain,  the  Marcilis  is  at  work 
in  the  southern  part  of  that  devoted  coun- 
try. I  shall  have  no  room,  in  my  present 
number,  to  touch  upop  any  other  subject 
than  that  of  Spain  ;  but,  I  prefer  finishing 
it  to  the  introduction  of  the  Expedition  to 
Holland,  or  any  thing  else,  Spain  btioip 
at  this  moment,  the  great  object  of  our 
hopes  and  our  fears,  or,  rather,  of  iho 
hop^s  of  the  foolish  and  the  fears  of  the 

wise. ^This  war  for  Ferdinand  Vil.  waa 

first  proclaimed  by  Mr.  Canning,  at  the 
London  Tavern,  amidst  the  shouts  of  loyal 
contractors  and  stock-jobbers.  Just  such 
another  set  has,  it  seems,  met  to  celebrate 
the  arrival  of  the  Marqqis  in  Spain.  The 
Account  of  this  celebration  is  most  cu- 
rious, and  well  worthy  of  being  recorded. 
I  wil^  therefore,  insert  it  here,  just  as  I 
find  It  in  the  hireling  n,ews-papers ;  and, 
the  reader  may  be  assured,  that  he  will 
often  have  occasion  to  refer  to  it. 

Cadiz,  1 3  Au<f. — — "  It  is  barely  pos- 
^*  aible  to  imagine  a  more  remarkable  mo- 
"  roent  than  th^t  whjcb  haiied  the  ap- 
*'  pearance  of  his  excellency  the  marquis 
"  Wellesley  in  this  coumiy  ;  and,  as  if 
**  pur.posing  to  enrol  hi^  arrival  among 
"  tl?p  memoralnlia  qf  Spain,  PROVlDEJSCB 
"  spems  to  have  fixed  the  hour,  vihen  oierfioW' 
**  v^  toiih  adn^iration  and  gratitude  tq^oards 
"  Ids  broilierl  for  the  si^uul  sen^u  :>pain 
"  amd  Iter  i^aust  had  derived  fiotn  hruisk 
"  courage  and  Bmifh  gaUantrjff  under  sir 
'f  Artlwr's,  cormtumd,  on  the  28/A  qf  Jufy, 
/'-The  dajF>  Val^ercjc}  ift  U^the  ringing  oC 
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**  bells  and  the  discharge  of  cannon^  was 
'^  closed  with  a  most  brilliant  and  ge- 
^"  neral  illumination,  and  every  other  de- 
'*  monstration  of  joy  the  inhabitants  of 
"  Cadiz  could  display. — To  enumerate 
**  the  honours  paid  to  the  Marquis,  would 
"exceed  the  limitsof  a  letter  ;  his  recep- 
*'  tion  was  distinguished  by  marks  of  enthu- 
*^  siastic^love  and  veneration  for  the  sove- 
"  reign  and  nation  he  is  come  to  represent, 
*'  that  assuredly  neterhavebe^n  surpassed, 
"  if  ever  equalled,  on  any  occasion  ;  and 
"  which  must  have  been  to  his  excellency, 
*'  itidividually,  a  source  of  proud  and  gra- 
^*  tifying  sensation.  An  immense  con- 
*'  course  of  persons,  without  distinction  of 
*'  rank,  had  assembled  to  meet  the  Mar- 
"  quis  on  his  landing,  and  many  were 
"  paying  him  the  rather  unusual  compli- 
"  ment,  in  this  country,  of  drawing  the 
^  carriage,  the  doors  of  which  weic  open, 
*'  the  box  and  every  part  occupied  pro- 
*'  miscuously  by  those  eager  to  greet  his 
"  arrival.  His  excellency  selected  one 
"  out  of  the  number,  and  gave  him  a  purse 
•*  well  stocked  with  gold,  to  distribute 
"  among  bis  fellow-citizens ;  but  the  ho- 
^  nest  Spaniard,  named  Justo  Lobato,  by 
'*  trade  a  shoe-maker,  instantly  returned 
"  the  purse,  with  its  contents,  to  the  Mar- 
"  qais ;  and  in  the  name,  and  amidst  the 
*f  acclamations  of  the  surrounding  multi- 
''  tude^coupled  their  thanks  for  his  mtended 
"  princely  gift,  with  the  assurance,  as  an 
**  apology  for  declining  it^  that  the  proofs  of 
"  respect,  esteem  and  gratitude,  he  was  then 
"  witnessing,  were  the  genuine  and  univer- 
"  sal  sentiment  of  the  whole  Spanish  na- 
'*  tion,  who  found  the  only  reward  they 
"  could  most  value  in  the  opportunity  of 
"  thus  manifesting  their  feelings. — The  Bri- 
"  tish  subjects  here,  merchants  and  others, 
"  were  of  course  not  behind-hand  in  the 
*'  attention  due  to  the  Representative  of 
*'  their  beloved  Sovereign :  through  our 
**  worthy,  and  respected  Consul,  James 
"  Duff^  esq.  they  begged  permission  to 
"  wait  on  nis  Excellency  in  a  body,  by 
♦'  whom  they  were  received  with  affabili- 
«*  ty  and  urbanity,  at  once  honourable  to 
"  him,  and  flattering  to  them.— 'On  Mon- 
**  day,  the  7th  inst.  the  day  fixed  upon  by 
''  th«  Marquis,  the  entertainment  pre- 
*'  pared  for  his  Excellency  was  honoured 
*f  by  his  presence,  that  of  his  suHe,  the 
»*  heads  of  the  Government,  Army,  Navy, 
"  and  other  departments,  the  British  Ad- 
*'  miral,  and  other  OflScers  of  distinction, 
•*  the  Sicilian  Ambassador,  the  Pope's 
''  Nuncioj  several  of  the  firit  Grandees, 
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*'  and  other  Spanish  Noblemen,  the  prin- 
"  cipal  British  Merchants,  and  others  con- 
"  nected  in  the  trade  of  both  countries, 
"  &c.  &c. — ^The  dinner  on  the  occasion 
"  was  in  the  most  capacious  room  Cadiz 
**  could  afford,  at  the  Land-gaie,or  Puertade 
"  Tierra;  and  the  whole  was  conducted  in 
"  a  manner  that  reflects  the  highest  credit 
"  on  the  Managers,  at  the  head  of  whom 
*'  were  James  Gordon,  esq.  President,  and 
*'.  Duncan  Shaw,  esq.  Vice  President.— 
*'  Two  regimental  bands,  Spanish  and  Eng- 
*'  lish,  struck  up  favourite  airs  to  welcome 
"  the  company  as  they  alighted  from  their 
*'  carriages. — At  half-past  three  the  table 
**  was  served,  and  between  the  removal  of 
"  the  first  and  the  introduction  of  the  se- 
"  cond  course,  (he  President  gave  as  a 
*'  toast,  which  was  drank  with  .three  times 
"  three  :— 

"  "  Hi8  Excellency  the  Most  Noble  the 
*'  "  Marqm  WelMey;  and  may  the  aufi- 
*'  "  a'ous  moment  qf  his  arrival  prove  the 
"  *'  presage  qf  continued  successes,  and  of 
"  "  popetual  amity  and  taiion  bttwetn  the  two 
"  "  countries." 

**  His  Excellency,  in  a  concise,  but  most 
"  admirable  speech,  took  occasion  to  ad- 
"  di-css  the  meeting;  and  concluded  by 
"  expressing,  in  a  tone  of  energy  and 
*'  confidence,  in  which  every  one  present 
''  sympathised,  bis  firm  belief  and  hope, 
*'  ii^ai  a  perseverance  in  Ihe  enth^siaatic 
"  spirit  of  attachment  to  their  country's 
,  '*  cause,  which  he  had  remarked  since  his 
"  arrival  would  afiR>rd  him  the  gratifrca* 
"  tion,  before  he  left  Spain,  of  seeing  the 
"  liberty  of  the  country  firmly  establish- 
"  ed  on  the  basis  of  their  ancient  institu- 
'*  tions,  improved  and  perfected  by  the  ex- 
"  perience  of  modem  wisdom. — When  the 
"  desert  was  placed,  independently  of  the 
"  plateaux,  ornaments,  and  other  devices 
"  suited  to  the  day,  the  table  presented  a 
"  very  pleasing,  though  perhaps  novel 
"  sight,  to  the  British  eye,  the  cloth  being 
"  decorated  with  gracelnl  festoons,  formed 
"  by  variegated "  coloured  leaves  of  dif- 
'«  ferent  odoriferous  flowers,  *  terminating 
'*  at  6ach  end  with  the  Spanish  motto  :— 
**  Vivan  Fernando  Septimo  y  Jorge 
Tettero."  (1)  ' 

"  After  dinner,  the  following  toa^ 
"  were  given  in  succession,  in  both  Ian- 

(1)  *^  Long  live  Ferdinand  the  seirenth^and 
«  Georfe  the  third."  w 

K.  B.  The  opposite  end  was  reversed, 
kad  George .  th«  third  placed  first  la  ih« 
met|o« 
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"  S"^i?^«#  accompanied  with  appropriate 
"  popular  SpanishorEnglisfi  airs,  marches, 
"  &c. 

'*  *'  Ferdinand  the  Seventh!^ — with  three 
*'  limrs  three. 

""  George  the  Vtird** — with  three  times 
"  three. 

'^The  following  were  drank  with  three 
*'  only : 

"  "  TA<?  Emperor  of  Austria,  and  our  other 
"*' Allies,'' 

"  "  Spain.;  and  may  the  heroic  ^ortso/her 
"  "  imtve  and  loyal  People  terminate  in  the 

"  complete  f^estoration  of  her  Independence, 
Ulxrty,  and  Glory*' 

His  Excellency  General  Don  Gregorio 
'"' de  la  Cuesta." 

"  *-'  His  Excellency  (Seneral  sir  Arthur 
«  "  Wellesley:' 

"  "  The  Archduke  Charles  of  Austria,  and 
"  '*  sinccess  to  the  Austrian  Anns.*' 

*' "  The  Spanish  Armies,  and  their  gallant 
"  "  Comvumders:^ 

"  "  The  British  Army^  and  their  gallant 
""Commanders.'* 

"  "  Tfie  Briiish  Nitty." 

"  "  The  Spanish  Navy." 

Given  by  the  Marquis  before  sitting 

""  His  Holiness  the.Pope,  and  may  he  be 
"  ''  deHiveredfrom  his  actual  state  qf  bondage, 
"  "  as:the  Children  <f  Istael  VKre  from  the 
"^"hndqf  Egypt." 

•*  "  The  Supreme  Cenfral  Junta  qf  5pain, 
"  "  and  may  the  means  employed  by^thim  to 
"  "  place  the  country  in  its  present  pnmd  situ- 
"  '•  ation,  neper  fail  them  until  they  have  nc- 
"  **  complished  the  great  end  to  which  they 
""hwe  pledged  themselves."  ' 

"  "  The  Immortal  Defenders  qf  Sardgossa 
"  "  and  Gerona." 

"  "  Vie  Heroes  rf Baylm." 
■     ^  "  Tlte  loyal  Inhabitants  qf  tfw  '^anish 
"  **  Colonies,  and  prosperity  to  their  Commerce 
"  "  and  Estnblishments." 

!'  '*  The  City  of  Cadiz,  the  prosperity  of  its 
"  "  (hmmerce,  and  happiness  of  its  worthy  In- 
" '' hohiiavts" 

'f  At  uboul  eight  in  the  evening  the 
"  dinner  party  withdrew,  to  prepare  for 
"  tl>e  ball  that  was  to  follow  at  the  The- 
"atre;  and  at  which  not  only  the  nobili- 
"  ty>  ^ntry,  merchants,  with  their  ladies 
"  rtstdeot  at  Cadiz*  but  those  of  Puerto, 
"  Santa  Maria,  Isla,  Xerez,  ind  every 
"  other  place  within  reach  of  the  very 
"  short  notice  that  could  be  given,  were 
"  invited.  The  Theatre  was  most  brif- 
**  liantlv  illumrnated,  and  so  contrived, 
"  that  the  stage  and  pit,  formiog  ^  most 


"  spacious  saloon  for  the  amateurs  of 
"  dancing,  left  the  first  and  second  range 
"  of  boxes  for  spectators  who  chose  to  ap- 
"  pear  in  full  dres<;.  The  third  and  upper 
^'  boxes  wore  ,for  tl)e  accommodation  of 
"  those  who  came  in  the  usual  costume  of 
"  the  country ;  and  the  remaining  parts  of 
"  the  house  were  appropriated  for  the 
"  other  inhabitants,  among  whom  tickets 
"  of  admission  had  also  been  distributed. 
*'  At  the  end  of  the  saloon  over  the  stage 
"  a  transparency  was  placed,  with  the  de- 
"  vice: — 

^  '^  Vivan  Cuestay  Wellesley,  y  los  bizarra$ 
"  "  Defensores  de  la  Patria,  del  dia  2S  dc 
"*'JuHo."  (2) 

"  At  the  end  opposite,  and  between  tht 
*'  portraits  .of  the  Kings  of  Great  Britain 
"  and  Spain,  which  were  surmounted  by 
*'  the  Royal  Standards  of  both  Nations, 
"  another  transparency  had  the  following 
"  inscription :  (3) 

Ferdinando  el  mas  amado, 

Victima  de  traicion ; 
,Tn  pueblo  ha  de  vengarle. 

Con  fe  y  resolucion. 
Espann,  Espana  toda, 

8u  vota  ha  de  cnmplir; 
Pot  su  ft  y  su  Rej, 

De  veocer  o  morir. 

**  As  an  attempt  to  do  justice  to  th^ 
*'  splendor  of  the  scene,  to  the  assem- 
*' blage  of  rank,  fashion,  beauty  ahd  el e- 
**  gance,  that  graced  the  Theatre,  is  out 
^  of  all  question,  some  faint  ideami^  still 
"  be  farmed,  from  >he  fact  of  between 
'*  three  and  four  thousand  persons  hay- 
''  ing  attended ;  and  that,  until  seven 
'*  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  Tuesday, 
"  the  mtrry  dance  was  kept  alive  with 
*'  that  Vivacity  so  peculiar  to  the  Spanish 
''  fair  :  at  this  hour  the  house  was  cleared, 
"  and  all  had  retired,  highly  pleased, 
"  and  in  perfect  good  humour  with  each 
"  other."' 

Now,  for  roy  part,  I  should  not  be  at  M 
surprized  if  this  dogs^rel  was  manufoc- 
tercd  here  in  England,  and  carried  out  to 
Spain  for  the  occasion.    The  whole  thingr 

(2)  "  Long  live  Cuesta  and  Wellei«tey,  and 
"  the  valiant  defenders  of  the  Country,  or 
*^  the  28th  July." 
(S)  Ferdinand,  roost  beloved. 

By  a  treacherous  foe  betrayed. 
Thy  people  shall  avenge  toy  cause, 

W'lth  nrmnets  undisirsved. 
Each  Spaniard's  heart  and  hand  shall  joui| 

And  shout  the  nation's  cry, 
For  their  Faith  and  their  King^ 

To  conquer  or  to  die. 
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is  so  o^  a  piece  with  the  precious  fooleries 
that  are  so  frequently  witnessed  at  the 
London  Tavern,  that  1  should  not  wonder, 
if  even  the  toasts  had  been  first  written 
here  and,  sent  out,  ready  printed.  There 
only  wanted   half  a  score  hired  singers  to 

make  the  thing  sterling  English. It  is 

mightily  good,  to  be  sure,  to  see  "  the 
"  hour  Jixtd  by  PROVlDEiNCE,"  in  order 
that  the  reception  of  the  Marquis  might 
unite,  in  point  of  time,  with  his  Brother's 
Victories  !  By  this  time,  the  tortc  of  the 
wretched  parasites  must  be  changed,  I 
suppose,  and  it  would  be  no  wonder,  if 
tht  y  were  to  abuse  Providence  as  much  as 

they  have   abused  the  French. Along 

with  this  account  of  Wellesley's  i-eception, 
there  his  app  arcd,  in  the  hireling  news- 
papers, a  letter,  or  pretended  letter,  from 
tadiz,  of  the  14-th  of  August,  which  con- 
tludes  thus  : — "  Various  reports  are  abroad 
"of  Soult,  with  the  wrrck  of  his  army, 
*^  without  artiilery,  having  reached  the 
**  Puerte  de  Almaraz  and  surrendered;  but 
*'  there  is  Nothing  certain.  life  Marquis 
*'  left  this  on  the  9th  for  Seville,  under  a 
*'  grand  salute  from  the  Muralla.  Etery 
**  body  has  a  good  opmon  qf  km,  and  anlki' 
"  paie  great  things  if  he  is  bat  smianary. — 
*'  Pay  no  a^tentUm  to  the  reports  and  gloomy 
*'  shi^  you  will  have  in  abundance  per  the 
**  packet.  Every  thing  is  ^pn^  on  as  well 
^'  a%  can  be  expected  ill  a  contest  with  such 
*'  experienced  foes,  and  with  an  enemy 
"  who  has  so  much  at  stake;  Intrigties 
^'  were  on  foot,  and  report  says  Frere  trt» 
''  made  a  fool  qf;  but  the  Marquts  has  set 

*«  to  work  the  right  way,^ This  is  cilrious. 

The  reader  may  be  assured,  that  this  was 
not  written  without  an  inteaded  efi^ct  in 
England.  PoorFaBttE!  "  iiew^e  a  fool  of,*' 
indeed!  I  wonder  who  co^lld  be  fool 
enough  to  set  about  that  job  ?  Poor  fel- 
low! He  that  used  to  cap  such  pretty 
Verses  in  the  Anti-Jacobin  news-paper ! 
It  really  grieves  me  to  see  him  handled  in 

X\m   contemptuous  way. Well;    but 

there  is  the  Marquis  at  Seville,  then  ? 
"tVere  he  is.  ^  He  has  taken  all  upon  him ; 
and,  've  are  told,  he  has  *'  set  to  work  the 
^'  right  way."  He  has  told  the  Spaniards, 
we  see,  th^t  he  expects,  before  he  leaves 
Spain,  to  set  ''the  //6cr^y  of  the  country 
"  firmly  established."  What  sort  that  li- 
berty is  of,  none  of  us  can,  perhaps,  pre- 
cisely tell,  but,,  this  we  may  be  assured  of, 
that  he  means  to  include  the  exptdsion  qf 
the  French.  This  is  the  point.  1  want 
nothing  more  than  this.  }ie  is  now  where 
I  bart  long  witbed  to  see  bim.    He  was. 
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afraid,  1  dare  say,  thlt,  when  Bn<)na- 
purt^  went  away  into  Germany  and  took 
niru".  tenths  of  his  army  along  with  him, 
there  would  be  nothing  le't  in  Spain  for 
him  to  do.  So  was  I  too  ;  for,  I  really 
did  wish  to  see  how  the  Marquis  and  his 
brothers  would  beat  the  Buonapartes, 
thoUj^h,  1  must  confess,  that  1  had  luy  sus- 
picions that  French  armies  were  not  quite 
so  easily  beaten  as  the  armies  of  the  Nabob 

Vizier  of  Oude. 1  wonder  if  the  Nabob 

Vizier  of  Oude  be  al'.ve.  I  wish  poor  PauU 

was. 1  wish  the  eyes  of  tbe  nation  to 

be  fixed  upon  this  scene.  I  wish  it  not, 
for  one  moment,  to  lose  sight  <»f  the  Wel- 
lesleys.  This  is  our  great  family;  eor 
race  of  statesmen  and  heroes.  I  will  not 
disguise  my  weakness  :  I  did  feci  a  littic 
vexed  at  the  thought  of  the  Wellcsleys  be- 
ing sent  to  Spain,  just  after  Napoleon  and 
his  army  appeared  to  be  got  into  embar- 
rassments in  Germany.  I  wiH  confess^  tbat 
I  was  mortified  at  tbe  thought  of  our  great 
family  being  deprived  of  an  opportunity 
of  facing  the  race  of  Napoleons.  The  war 
in  Germany  is  no«r  over  ;  and«  really,  if 
the  Emperor  bimself  should  not  irettini  to 
Spain,  it  does  appear  that  tbe  Oakes  of 
Belluno  and  Dalmatia  will;  Ibr  a  tim^  »t 
least,  find  employment  for  oar  £imily* 
Not  for  long,  yntkout  do^bt;   for  tbat 

would  be  a  mortification  indeed. Some 

of  tbe  hirelings^  enemies ,  of  the  country, 
have  hinted,  diat  our  Bsfron  if  oomfisg 
home.  What !  come  hoipe !  Oh,  no;  that 
will  never  do.  There  will  be  no  coming 
home,  \  trust,  for  any  one  of  tbe  fiimily> 
till  the  battle  has  been  fkirly  fisi^  o^ 
No,  no  t  they  have  tak^  to  the  concern, 
at  a  moment,  too,  when  Btamaparti  xpaskard 
pushed  tqnjn  the  Danube,  and  it  will  never 
do  to  transfer  it  now  to  other  hands.  TTt^ 
hero  of  Talavera  and  Douro  has  got  h^ 
titles,  and  I  hope  he  will  remain  to  finish 
his  work.  The  hireling  prints  most,  how* 
ever,  be  vvatched  ;  for,  I  clearly  see,  that 
they  are  endeavouring  to  prepare  tb6 
public  for  something  of  tbe  sort  JQS^ 
spoken  of.  ^ 

W".  COBBETT. 

£o%,  Thursday,  7  Augiust,  1809. 

THE  EDINBURGH  REVIEWERS, 
AND  PajiliamentarV  KEF^iuir. 

^ir;— I  have  just  read  the  Edinbargh 
Review  on  the  subject  of  Parliamentary 
Reform.   Knowing  the /joriy  to  which  tbe^ 

Reviewers  belong,  it  was  easy  to  ^^^'^P^ 
their  sefltiments  on  this  subject  ^  and  i  ^» 
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not  so  carioas  to  learn  their  opinions  as  to 
ascertain  the  arguments  by  which  they 
would  support  them.  The  article  is  long 
and  elaborace,  and  very  philosophical; 
and  I  need  hardly  mention  diametrically 
opposite  to  your  opinions.  But^  as  Junius 
has  remarked,  much  is  not  always  proved 
where  much  is  said ;  and  I  think  a  very 
few  words  only  will  be  necessary  to  prove 

the  complete  fallacy  of  their  doctrines. 

In  the  first  place  we  must  agree  with  them 
that  a  vast  influence  must  n^qrally  follow 
the  taxes  raised  to  pay  the  interest  of  our 
j)vergrown  debt  and  public  establishments; 
and  every  person  must  adroit  that  this  is 
an  evil  which  a  Reform  in  Parliament 
may  palliate  but  cannot  cure.  All  pa- 
tronage, they  go  on  to  demonstrate,  is 
substantially  vested  ia  the  majority  of  the 
HoQse  of  Commons^  and  that  this  House 
of  Commons  is  again  chosen  by  "  certain 
"  mdiciduals  who,  in  cc^sequence  of  long 
**  hereditary,  connection  and  other  causes 
"  which,  need  not  be  explained,  have  ob- 
"  lained  the  power,  not  only  of  securing 
"  thew  ovfn  election,  but  of  several  qf  their 
"fiimis  a/99.  But  the  question  of  the  po- 
iicy  of  break\og  down  this  monopoly  they 
rather  evadf  by  saying  that  "  the  people 
"  th^selves  are  infected  with  the  love  of 
"  place  and  emolument  \**  and  that  pa- 
tronage naturally  begets  "  a  proclivity  in 
"  thenv  to  side  with  the  executive."  They 
therefore  recomine|id  to  us  to  goon  in  the 
old  w^y  of  playing  off  .one  set  of  the  pre- 
sent sort  of  men  agajnst  anotber. The 

simple  answer  to  all  this  is,  that  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  the  majority  of  the 
House  of  Commons^  ^y  their  acknowledg- 
ment, represents  only  certain  Borough - 
iQoogers,  whereas  in  a  reformed,  state  it 
would  represent  the  nation.  Few  indeed 
know  so  little  ,of  Jiuman  nature  as  to  ima- 
gine that  men  will  not  always  be  governed 
by  their  own  interest ;  and  that  the  people, 
supposing  a  Reform  to  have  taken  place, 
would  not  still  seek  place  and  emolument 
hv  siding  with  the  majority  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  or  with  a  ministry  chosen 
hy  them,  which  is  the  same  thing.  But 
In  the  former  case  that  majority  would  be 
the  representatives  of  Borough-mongers, 
in  the  latter  of  the  nation  ;  and  m  the  one 
case  the  people  would  have  to  recommend 
themselves  by  doing  that  which  wasagree- 
^  to  BoroUghf mongers,  in  the  other  to 
the  nation.  It  cannot  be  conceived  that 
tty  representation  of  the  whole  people 
^u  propeity  erf*  the  kuigdom  pvriodicaliy 
r^ipMili  to  th«ir  GOBStitQ^tib  conki 


have  motives  for  being  corrupt  themselves, 
or  for  countenancing  corruption  in  others. 
When  a  fair  representation  took  place, 
every  object  of  ambition  would  be  acquired 
more  easily  by  legitimate  than  indirect 
means ;  and  we  would  then  never  see  si 
ministry  endeavouring  to  kec  p  their  places 
by  appointing  "  any  person  recomnrKnded 
"  by  those  powerful  individuals**  ,  wha 
chuse  the  House  of  Commons,  "  however 
"  slenderly  <}ualified,  to  any  situation  how- 
"  ever  important,"  because  they  would 
have  the  advantage  of  the  whole  to  con- 
sult, and  would  oe  necessitated  to  rely 
upon  the  integrity  and  wisdom  of  their 
measures  alone,  for  the  popularity  of  their 
administration.  Afew  (borough-mongers) 
may  have  an  interest  different  from  the 
community  ;  but  the  nation  could  never 
have  an  interest  different  from  its  own. 

They  conclude  by  remarking  "  the 

"  vital  necessity  of  a  certain  infusion  of 
"  royal  and  aristocratical  influence"  not 
only  in  the  House  of  Commons,  but  in  tht 
election  of  its  members,  '*  lest  the  control 
"  of  th^  executive  should  be  utterly  lost 
"  and  abandoned,  and  the  government  be 
"  changed  into  a  virtual  republic."  But 
supposmg  a  Refor^i  in  Parliament  to  have 
taken  place,  is  it  probable  that  a  Parlia- 
ment chosen  by  the  whole  people  could 
have  any  interest  which  the  King  ought 
to  stand  in  the  way  of?  Or  if  he  did, 
should  h#  not  be  compelled  to  yield  ?  Be- 
sides^ the  horror  of  such  a  reptiblic  must 
appear  not  a  little  extraordinary  after 
granting,  that  all  the  power  of ,  the  state 
resides  at  preseht  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.  AVonkl  not  to  reform  the  House 
of  Commons  only  be  to  cban^  a  bad  form 
of  republican  government  for  a  good  ?  and 
is  not  a  repul>lic,  with  a  king  at  its  head, 
to  fill  the  niche  of  royalty  and  keep  a  ty- 
rant out  of  his  place,  not  only  the  theory 
pf  our  constitution,  but  the  best  of  ait 
forms  of  government?  D.  D, 

Mohtrose,  Hst  Augmt,  1^09. 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Es^DItlON   TO  HoLLJKlin. 

From  ike  Lokdon   VateUe^  Sepi.  2,  ItOO. 

A  dispatch,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy,  was  yesterday  morning  received  at 
the  office  of  lord  viscount  Castlerea^h, 
one  of  his  majesty's  principal  Secretaneii 
of  State,  from  lieutenant-general  the  eail 
oif  Chatham,  dated  head-quarters,  Bathi, 
AngnstSD,  laODt 

My  Lordj   M»)or  Bradftrd  dtltwcd 
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to  roe  your  lordship's  dispatch  of  the  21st 
instant,  signifying  to  me  his  majesty^s 
«;oinmands  that  I  should  convey  to  lieut.- 
gcn.  sir  fiyreCoote,  the  general  and  other 
officers  and  troops  employed  before  Flush- 
ing, and  particularlv  to  those  of  the  artil- 
lery and  engineer  cfepartments,  his  majes- 
ty's mosi  gracious  approbation  of  their  con- 
duct ;  and  which  I  have  obeyed  with  the 
most  entire  satisfaction.  I  had  the  honour 
in  my  last  dispatch  of  acquainting  your 
lordship  with  my  intention  of  proceeding 
to  this  place,  and  I  should  have  been  most 
happy  to  have  been  enabled  to  have  an- 
liopnced  to  your  lordship  the  further  pro- 
gress of  this  army.  Unfortunately,  how* 
ever,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  state  to  your 
lordship,  that,  from  the  concurrent  testi- 
mony trom  so  many  quarters,  as  to  leave 
no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  information, 
the  enemy  appears  to  have  collected  so 
formidable  a  force,  as  to  convince  me  that 
the  period  was  arrived,  at  which  my  in- 
structions would  have  directed  me  to  with- 
ilraw  the  army  under  my  command,  even 
if  engaged  in  actual  operation.  I  had 
Certainly  early  understood  on  my  arrival 
at  Walcheren,  that  the  enemy  were  as- 
sembUng  in  considerable  force  at  all  points; 
but  I  was  unwilling  to  eive  too  mucn  cre- 
dit to  these  reports,  and  I  was  determined 
to  persevere,  until  I  was  satisfied,  upon 
the  fullest  information,  that  all  further  at- 
tempts would  be  unavailable. — ^Frpm  all 
our  intelligence  it  appears,  that  tfce  focce 
of  the  enemy  in  this  qtiarter,  distributed 
between  the  environs  otBergen-op-Zoom, 
Breda,  Lillo,  and  Antwerp,  and  cantoned 
on  the  opposite  coast,  is  not  less  than 
35,000  men,  and  by  some  statements  it  is 
estiitoated  higher.  Though  a  landing  on 
the  Continent  might,  I  have  no  doubt, 
bave  been  forced,  yet,  as  the  siege  of 
Antwerp,  the  possession  of  which  could 
alone  have  secured  to  us  any  of  the  ulte- 
rior objects  of  the  Expedition,  was  by  this 
state  of  things  rendered  utterly  impracti- 
cable, such  a'measiire,  if  successful,  could 
have  led  to  n^  solid  advantage  ;  and  the 
retreat  of  the  armv,  which  must  at  an 
early  period  have  been  inovitable,  would 
have  been  exposed  to  much  hazard.  The 
utmost  force  (and  that  daily  decreasing) 
that  I  could  have  brought  into  the  field, 
after  providing  for  the  occupation  of  Wal- 
cheren  and  South  Beveland,  would  have 
.amounted  to  about  23,000  infantry  and 
'8,000  cavalry.     Your  lordship  must  at 


once  see,  even  if  the  enemy's  force  had 
been  less  numerous  than  represented,  after 
the  necessary  detachments  to  observe  the 
garrisons  of  Bergen-op-Zoom  and  Breda, 
and  securing  our  communi^iutions,  how 
very  inadequate^ a  force  must  have  reraain- 
ed  for  operations  against  Lillo  and  Lief- 
kenshoeik,  and  ultimately  against  Ant- 
werp,  which  town,  so  far  from  being  ia 
the  state  which  had  been  reported,  is, 
from  very  correct  accounts,  repfesented 
to  be  in  a  complete  state  of  defence;  an^l 
the  enemy's  ships  had  been  brought  up 
and  placed  in  security  under  the  guns  of 
the  citadel.  Under  these  circumstances 
however  mortifying  to  me  to  see  the  pro- 
gress arrested  of  an  army,  from  wnose 
good  conduct  and  valour  I  had  every  thing 
to  hope,  I  feel  that  my  duty  left  me  no 
other  course  than  to  close  my  operations 
here ;  and  it  will  always  be  a  satiafaction 
to  me  to  think  that  I  have  not  been  ia- 
duced  lightly  to  commit  the  safety  of  die 
army  confided  to  me,  or  the  reputation  of 
his  majesty's  arms.  It  was  an  additlooal 
satisfaction  to  me  to  find  that  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  the  Jieutenant  generals  of 
this  army,  whom  I  thought  it  right  to  con- 
sult, more  out  of  respect  to  them,  tbati 
that  I  thought  a  doubt  could  be  entertain- 
ed on  the  subject,  concurred  entirely  in 
the  sentiments  I  have  submitted  to  yoor 
lordship.  I  am  concerned  to  say,  tliat 
the  efttf  pt  of  the  climate  at  this  unhealthy 
period  of  the  year  is  felt  most  seriojuly, 
and  that  the  number  of  st^  already  is  lit- 
tle short  of  3,000  men.  It  is  my  intention 
to  withdraw  gradually  from  the  advanced 
position  in  this  island,  and  sending?  into 
Walcheren  such  an  additional  force  as  may 
be  necessary  to  secure  that  important  pos- 
session, to  embark  the  remainder  of  the 
troops,  and  to  hold  them  in  readine^  to 
avail  myself  of  his  majesty's  further  com- 
mands, which  I  shall  most  anxiously  ex- 
pect.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  fltc. 

(Signed)  Chatham. 
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**  Spain  will  be  Iwt  from  the  dread  of  liber fy.^' 

Sir  F.  Burdbtt. 


:i5sy 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Talavera's  Campaign. ^The  moment 

tbe  Turtle  Pairiott  had  met,  and  giv^n  Mr. 
Canning  an  opportunity  of  proclaiming 
tbe  principles,  upon,  which  the  war  in 
Spain  was  to  be  undertaken,  by  us,  that 
moment  was  it  easy  to  foresee,  that  Spain 
would  be  finally*  subdued  by  the  French. 
It  was  then,  that  Sir  Francis  Burdett  uttered 
the  prediction,  contained  in  "hiy  motto, 
and  which  prediction  is  now  in  so  fair  a 

way  of  being  speedily  fulfilled. It  is 

»y  intention  here  to  pursue  the  history  of 
the  Wellesley  Campaign,  being  satisfied, 
that,  though  fatal  to  our  arms  abroad,  it 
nay  become,  if  properly  exposed  to  the 

people,  of  some  use  to  us  at  home. But, 

first,  I  must  beg  the  Reader's  leave  to  refer 
bim  back  to  the  Register,  Vol.  XIV.,  under 
the  bead  of  Spanish  Revolution,  where  he 
will  find,  that  £  was  abused  outrageously, 
*  and  even  considered  as  a  traitor,  because  1 
insisted  on  the  improbability  of  the  people 
of  ^ain  fighting  for  Ferdinand  VII.  and 
the  Imjttisttion.  It  is,  however,  surely  un- 
necessary ibr  me  to  make  particular  refer- 
ences; lor,  during  several  months,  I  ceased 
not  my  weekly  endeavours  to  convince 
the  people  of  this  country,  that  to  make 
war  for  Ferdinand  was  to  do  all  that  in  us 
lay  to  insure  the  subjection  of  Spain  to  the 
family  of  Buonaparte.  In  every  shape 
did  I  put  this  proposition,  in  the  hope, 
that,  in  some  shape  or  other,  it  might  at- 
t«K:t  attention.  Why  1  did  it,  1  know 
not;  for,  there  was  something- so  absurd 
in  ihf  idea  of  making  war  for  Ferdinand, 
that  I,  or  any  one,  might  have  been  assured, 
that,  with  those  who  were  for  such  a  war, 

reasoning  was  perfectly  useless. Well, 

we  are  now  enjoying  the  natural  effects  of 
this  war ;  we  are  now  in  the  height  of  the 
enjoyment  of  a  Wellesley  campaign;  and 
l«tti8  Dot  suffer  any  part  of  it  to  escape  our 

notice.- 1  concluded  my  last  remarks, 

^  page  340.  We  were  then  speaking  of 
the  praises,  which  Viscount  Talavera  be- 
stowed upon  the  humanity  of  the  Prench. 
We  noticed,  that,  until  then,  the  French 
iHtd  beeoj  by  our  hirelings,  called  barba- 
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rians ;  and  that  the  new  discovery,  relative 
to  their  humanity,  and  their  tenderness  of 
our  sick  and  wounded,  was  not  only  valua- 
ble in  itself,  and  especially  as  coming  from 
a  Wellesley,  but  was  peculiarly  valuable, 
as  coming  at  a  time  when  it  was  so  very 

much    wanted. 3ince   tbe   writing  of 

these'  remarks  ;  that  is  to  say,  since  Thurs* 
day,  the  7th  instant,  fresh  dispatches  hav« 
been  received  from  my  Lord  Talavera, 
yvhich  are  given  us,  partly  entire,  it  seems, 
and  partly  in  extracu;  that  is  to  say,  that, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  dispatches  of  the  Ist 
of  August,  a  part  of  them  is  kept  from  the 

ftye  of  the  people. We  will,  however^ 

take  what  we  can  get.  The  parties  con- 
cerned, shall  not  slip  through  our  fingers. 
They  shall  not  get  out  of  sight.  We  will 
have  the  whole  history  of  this  famous  Wei* 
lesley  Campaign  in  black  and  white,  bear- 
ing in  mind  always,  that  while  we  had  in 
our  Army-Li^t  above  three  hundred generak, 
this  same  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley^  this  same 
Lord  Viscount  Talavera,  this  tmne  Baroa 
of  Douro;  was  taken  from  his  office  of 
Chief  Secretary  in  Ireland,  to  be  sent  to 
take  the  command  in  Portugal;  bearing' 
in  mind,  too,  that,  of  the  military  part  of 
the  Expedition  to  Denmark,  all  the  merit 
was  given  to  him  ;  and,  always  bearing  in 
mind,  that  the  hirelings  of  tbe  London 
and  country  press  boldly  asserted,  that,  tf 
he  had  been  Itft  the  chiff  in  command  in  Por^ 
tugal,  the  Convention  of  Cintra  never  would 
have  been  made,  and  that  Junot  and  his 
army  would  have  been  brought  prisoners 
to  England.  Let  us  always  bear  these 
things  in  mind  ;  and,  let  us,  as  we  pro- 
ceed in  tbe  history  of  this  campaign,  be 
very  particular  in  examining  into  the 
groimds  qf  the  blame,  which  the  Wellesleys,  • 
or  their  partlzans,  throw  upon  other  per- 
sons, whether  generals,  soldiers,  or  civil 
authorities. This  fresh  batch  of  dis- 
patches begin  with  a  letter  respecting  our 
unfortunate  officers  and  men,  who  were 

left  in  the  hospitals  at  Talavera. ^Thig 

letter,  signed  by  the  new  Viscount,  and, 
of  course,  addressed  to  Lord  Castlereagh^ 
is  dated  at  Truxilh,  20th  of  August,  IBW. 
It  is  in  the  following  words. 
M 
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"  IMy  Lord — I  wrote  some  days  ago 
'*  a  letior  to  tlie  French  Cdmniandtr  in 
•♦Chief,  which  1  sent  to  him  by  lieiit.- 
'*  col.  Walters,  to  request  his  care  and 
,  "  attrntion  to  the  wounded  oliucfs  and 
"soldiers  qf  the  British  army  who  IvmI 
**  fallen  into  his  hands,  in  return  for  the 
"  care  and  attention  whicli  1  had  paid  lo 
'*  the  French  officers  and  sobfiers,  ivho  had 
"  fallen  inio  my  fninds  at  dJf\'rcnt  times ; 
•*  and  that  he  would  allow  mcney  to  be 
"  sent  to  the  ofiicers  ;  and  that  officers, 
*'  who  should  niH:  be  deemed  prisoners 
*'  of  war,  might  be  sent  to  s<»perintend 
'*  and  take  cure  of  the  soldiers,  till  thoy 
•'  should  recover  from  their  wounds, 
• "  when  the  officers  should  be  sent  to 
''join  the  British  army. — \  received  a 
•'  very  civil  answer  from  Marshal  Mor- 
**  tier,  promising  that  every  possible 
"  care  shouki  be  taken,  and  every  at- 
*•  tention  paid  to  the  Biitish  olhcers 
•*  and  soldiers  who  were  wounded  ;  but 
'*  stating  thiit  he  coftld  not  answer 
"  upon  the  otl>er  demands  contained  in 
♦'  my  letter,  baring  been  obliged  to  re- 
"  fer  them  to  the  French  Commander 
"  in  Chief — Since  the  receipt  of  this 
•'  letter,  Mr.  Dillon,  the  assistant  com- 
"  miasary,  has  arrived  from  Talavera, 
"  having  been  taken  prisoner  near 
"  Ccvolla  on  the  27th  of  July,  previous 
"  to  tho  action,  and  havinj(  bt^en  al- 
*'  lowed  to  come  llwaJ^ — He  reports 
"  that  the  British  qiJlcers  and  soldiers, 
"  who  are  wounded,  are  doin^  remarkably 
•*  ivell,  and  are  xvellfed  and  taken  care  of 
"  — ind^d  he  mys  preferably  to  the  Fraich 
"  troops. — I  projjo'-e  to  8<nd  colonel 
•'  Walters  with  another  flag  of  truce,  to- 
"  morrow  niomin^^  and  a  letter  to  the 
"  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Freh(  li 
**  arn^y,  reqijestini^  that  a  sum  of  nio- 
'*  ney,  which  1  shall  s -lul,  iray  bo  given 
"  to  the  officers  ;  and  1  shuli  endeavour 
"  to  establi-h  a  rnrtel  of  exeli  mge  as 
'*  soon  as  pf^s«;iblc/' 

This  is,  as  I  said  before,  the  ie.uhr  'point. 
We  all  feel  it  here,  except  the  hireling 
writers,  who  would  say  y,\\  t  ih(v  now 
say,  if  their  mothers  and  sisters  h;i  i  been 
left  wounHed  at  Talavera.  The  Huron 
knows  enough  of  us  to  make  him  very 
an"xious  to  satisfy  us  upon  the  score  of  the 
poor  creatures  left  behind  by  him  at  his 
viscoumy.     Iknce  we  have  a  letter  upi-n 

this  subject  aio)ie. Knt,  u  Irat  necessity 

was  there  for  the  Viscount  to  talk  of 
"-French  officers  and  soldiers  wbo  had 
''  faHeu  into  hi;^  hands,  at  dilUrcnttimck"? 


When,  XL  here,  haiv,  was  this  ?  How  many 
of  them  ?  And  where  are  they  now  ? 
What  occasion  was  there  for  talking  of* 
this  ?  1  do  not  remember  to  bare  heard 
of  his  ever  having  made  any  French  Pri- 
soner^,  a  rct^alar  acjcunt  of  nhicli  was  given 
us.  He  talked  indeed  of  having  made 
"  some  prisoners"  in  the  battle  of  Talavera; 
but,  he  did  not  aiford  us  any  chance  of 
iudging  of  the  number.  Tlu:re  are  **5ome**; 
but,  such  numbers  as  this  are  not  worthy 
of  notice;  and,  besides,  why  does  he  not 
say  hew  many  he  has  in  his  hand^;,  noiu  f 
He  talks  of  prisoners  wbo  have  faikin  into 
his  hands,  at  different  ihrtes;  but,  not  a  word 
does  he  say  about -prisoners  now  in  his 
hands;  or,*about  pri 'oners,  taken  at  Ta- 
lavera.    What  can  be  the  reason  of  this? 

Let  the  hirelings  answer  the  question. 

Oh !  the  British  officers  and  ^>l.licr»,  who 
are  wounded  and  whom  he  left  behind,  "are 
"  doing  HEMARIvABLY  \vtir  !  Oh ! 
"  remarkably  \\^\\,^^  arc  they  ?  Very  hickj 
indeed  !  "Dead  men  tell  m)  tales/' or Homc 
of  these  poor  fellows  mightenable  us  to  con- 
trast the  facts  with  the  account  of  tbif 
Mr.  Dillon,  the  assistant  coinuiissary,  who, 
I  dare  say,  knew  very  well  what  sort 
of  account  would  be  most  acceptable  a* 
head  quarters.  1  do  not  wisli  to  create  a 
hflief,  that  our  poor  countrymen  are  suf- 
ftning  more  than  they  are  ;  but,  really* 
when  I  find  the  B.^ron,  in  his  lettrr  of  the 
8th  of  August,  s*iying,  that,  on  the  3rd, 
tile  wounded  at  Talavera  were  in  so  bad  a 
way,  tliat,  under  any  ciicum^ances,  it  would 
not  have  been  consistent  with  humanity 
to  attempt  to  remove  them,  I  cannot  help 
fearing,  that,  in  so  very  few  days,  ami, 
perhaps,  few  knurs,  afterwards,  when  Mr. 
Dillon  saw  thf  m,  they  could  scarcely  l>« 
s;iid  to  l)c  "  doing  i^emarkably  well.'*  On 
the  Slh,  vvlien  the  B  .ron  of  the  Dourohad 
to  announce  to  us  the  fact,  that  he  had  left 
hi=i  wounded  behind  at  Talavera,  heseeirr- 
od  to  think  it  necessary  to  state  every 
tiling  he  could  chII  lo  mind,  in  order  to 
i^ew,  thai  the  step  could  not  be  avokfed. 
'1  herefoFe,  ho  told  us  of  the  circumstance, 
that  the  state  of  thr.se  wounded  persons 
was  sueh,  that,  under  no  circnnrk«tances, 
would  it  have  been  consistent  with  huma- 
nity to  anempt  their  removal.  Now,  it 
remains  to  assure  this  nation,  that  thew 
unfortunate  people  have  noi  suffered  from 
the  Ica^iu!^  of  tlicm  t>€hind ;  and,  accord ing- 
ly  Mr.  Dillon  (assistant  commissary)  is  so 
good  as  to  bring  the  intelligence,  that  they 
'•are  doing  remarkably  well!"— *But, 
tiio  cuK^.  hi  this  weli-dohig  is  gtill  iaor«  in- 
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terrstinj!^  to  us  ;  namely,  that  "  they  are 
•*  tocll  fid  and  ^akm  cart  qf;"  indeeS,  be 
says,  *'  prtfcrabfi/  to  the  Frfnch  troops." 
Now,  though  a  late  Chief  Secretary  of  Ire- 
land, which  j>lace  was  kept  vacant  for  him 
all  the  while  he  was  at  Copenhagen  and  at 
Cmtra,  plight  be  asked  where  he  funnd  the 
granimatical  principle  or  example  for  say- 
ing ihu  people  are  prtferMi/  well  fed  and 
preferably  well  taken  care  qf,  we  can  imdcr- 
rtaml  his  wetmin^,  which,  doubtless,  is,  that 
oar  wounded  are  better  fed  and  taken  care 
ot  than  the  French  wounded  are  ;  and, 
takijjg  this  for  granted,  we  cannot  enoitgh 
tdiaire  the  lack  of  this  nation,  io  having 
made  such  a  discovery,  just  at  the  critical 
moment  when  such  a  discovery  was  want- 
ed. The  fact,  however,  is  this  ;  that,  as 
Vwcotint  Talavera  asserts,  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  one  of  his  Assistant  Commissaries, 
cor  wounded  are  taken  belter  care  of  by 
llie  French,  than  their  own  wounded  are. 
This  is  excellent.  Weil,  then,  it  it  not 
true,  that  the  French  are  "  Vandals  ;'*  and 
what  the  peirsioned  poetaster,  Fitzgerald, 
has  said  of  them,  in  this  respect,  is  false. 

But,  what  say  our  hirelings  upon  this 

tuhgoct  ?  I  was  sure,  that  they  would  be 
pinched  by  this  report  on  French  huma- 
nity, made  by  one  of  their  own  herocF. 
Do  they  corroborate  his  statement  ?  No ; 
by  no  moans.  They  take  occasion  to  ut- 
ter fircsh  ctiarges  against  the  French,  in 
this  respect ;  and  that,  too,  though  not 
upon  ray  Lord  of  Douro's  authority,  upon 
)bat  of  linglish  officers,  made  prisoners  in 

Spain. ^The  Morning  Post,  of  the  very 

tlay  M'hen  the  above  letter  of  the  Baron 
^js  published,  contained  tlie   followins^ 

l»aragraph. ^*  Horrible  Cruelties  qf  the 

"  French! The  shocking  excesses  that 

"  bave  been  committed  in  Spain  and  Por- 
"  tugal  appear  in  their  recii  il  incredible, 
"  were  they  not  sanctioned  by  the  voice 
"  of  Jrtri/i.  A  party  of  E.vgliIh  Officcks, 
"  captured  in  Spain,  passed  through  Tours 
•a  few  days  ago,  on  the  road  to  Verdun. 
"They  witnessed  repeated  instances  of 
*  the  French  troops  having  impaled  wojnni, 
**  iu  a  state  of  nudity  ;  of  cnicifying  ecclesi- 
"ftstici  and  monks,  in  a  similar  condition  ; 
**  of  inhumanly  hiuc1tering  belpkss  children  ; 
**  and  of  various  other  instances  of  savage 
"  barbarities.  In  Saragossa  alone,  more 
*'  ihan  60,000  unfortunate  objects  were 
*'  victimsofLasnes's  unrelenting  and  mer- 
"  ciless  fury ;  and  these  inhuman  and 
"dreadful  acts  were  sanctioned  and  en- 
**  cooraged  by  the  Imperial  Sangidn/try 
"  ^  K2^i  whose  callota,  cadaverout  soul  hat 


**  been  habituated,  for  these  15  years 
"  past,    to   glut  and    prey  on  the  vttala 

*'  of  thousands." bo  then,  there  are^ 

it  would  8eem>  from  this,  some  English 
(^ccrsy  who  have  been  captured,  that  is  to 
say>  taken  prisoners,  In  Spain  ;  though  this 
is  the  firit  time  we  ever  heard  of  the  fact  ? 
So,  9o!  "  Captured  iu  S})ain,^'  and  passing 
on  their  way  to  Verdun  in  France  ?  These 
mnat,  I  presume,  be  part  of  the  *'  misting,*  ^: 
of  whom  Viscount  Talavera  speaks  in  his 

letter  of  the  29th  of  July  ? And,  these 

English  oilicera  sow^  we  are  told,  by  a 
most  desperately  government  news-paper  ; 
they  saw  repeated  instances  of  the  French 
having  "  vnpaled  V)onten  in  a  state  qf  naked' 
*'  ness;  of  having  a^cified  ecclesiastics  and 
**  monks,  also  in  a  state  of  nakedness  ;  of 
"  butchering  helpless  children ;  and,  th  at  I  hese 
"  acts  are  committed  with  the  approbation 
"  and  with  the  encouragement  of  the  /m- 
'*  perial  sangumary  Tyt^,  whose  callous 
"  and  cadaverous  soul  has  been  habituated 
"  to  glut  and  prey  upon  human  vitals." 

^It  was  not,  then,  a  casual  thing;  it  was 

not  of  military  execution  ;  it  was  not  of 
the  putting  of  a  town  to  the  sword;  it  was 
of  "  repeated  instances ;"  and  those  by  the 
authority  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon ;  it  was 
of  a  settled  and  general  practice  that  these 
English  officers  had  been  the  observers. 

Well,  be  the  fact  so;  but,  how  does  it 

square  with  the  impression  conveyed  to 
our  minds  by  this  dnpatch  of  my  Lord  of 
Talavera  and  of  the  Douro  ?  Be  the  fact 
so  ;  but,  remember,  thc^n,  thou  hireling, 
th^t  it  is  to  the  caiie^  the  kindness,  of  those 
who  impale  women  naked,  and  who,  in 
cold  blood,  butcher  innocent  children  ;  it 
is,  remember,  thou  hireling,  it  is  to  tketen^ 
der  fnercies  qf  such  people,  that  your  hero  has 
left  onr  countrymen,  the  sick  and  wounded 
at  Talavera. — ^ — Such,  then,  are  amongst 
the  consequences  of  this  war  for  Ferdinand. 
Let  tlie  Turtle  Patriots  (who,  it  appcJirs, 
are  about  to  conjure  up  a  pretence  for 
feasts  and  bonfires  wherewith,  to  amuse  the 
rabble  and  dazzle  the  eyes  of  the  people  in 
general) ;  let  these  Turtle  Patriots,  when 
they  meet  again,  utter  their  curses  upon 
the"  ferocious  French,"  and  then  sing  the 
praises  of  him,  who  has  left  his  sick  and 
wounded  to  their  humane  care.  Let  them  do 
this;  but,  I  hope,  that  the  nation  in  gene- 
ral will  see tlte  whole  thing  in  its  true  light ; 
and,  if  they  do,  it  must  finally  lead  to 

good. ^l*he  next  dispatch  relates  to  Sir 

RoBEJtT  Wilson's  defeat,  and  is  dated  at 

Truxillo,oii  the  2 1st  of  August,  ItOi). 

After  this  letter^  I  shall  insert  that  of  Sir 
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Robert  himself  to  the  Viscount,  dated  at 
Mirand  de  Castenar,  on  the  13lh  of  Au- 
gust. Both  letters  are  well  worthy  of  at- 
tention. 

Lord  Tiilarem's  Letter  to  Lord  Castle- 

rea^h,  datrd  2\st  Aug.  IbOi). "  My 

*'  Lord  ;  When  I  marched  from  Tala- 
**  vera  on  the  3rd  inst.  with  a  -view  to 
"  oppose  the  French  corps  which  we  had 
"  heard  had  passed  through  the  Puerto 
"  de  Banos,  and  had  arrived  at  P.asen- 
*'  cia,  Sir  Robert  Wilson  was  detachtd, 
'*  upon  the  left  of  the  army,  towards  Ei- 
*'  calona ;  aiid  before  I  marched  on  that 
"  mora'ns^,  I  put  him  in  communicaiiou 
'*  with  the  Spanish  General  Cuesta,  who 
"  it  had  been  settled  was  to  remain  at 
*'  Talavera.  1  understood  that  Gent^ral 
•  ^'  Cuesta  put  Sir  Robert  in  communica- 
^  tion  with  hi'^advancedguaid,whi(  h  rr- 
"  tired  from  Talavera  on  the  ni4iht  o>  tlic 
"  4-th. — Sir  R.  Wilson,  hoif* ever,  did  not 
"  arrive  at  Valada  t«ll  the  nisjht  of  the 
'*  ^ih,  having  made  a  long  march  through 
'*  the  mountains ;  and  as  he  was  then 
*'  six  leagues  fn.m  the  bridge  of  Arzo 
*'  Bi>po,  and  had  to  cross  the  high  road 
^'-from  Oropesa  to  Talavera,  o^  which 
<*  the  enemy  was  in  possession,  he  con- 
"  ceived  that  he  was  too  late  to  retire  to 
*'  Arzo  Bispo,  and  he  determined  to  move 
"  by  V^enra  St.  Julien  and  Centinello  to- 
"  warxls  the  Tietara,  and  across  that 
"  river  towards  the  mountains  which  se- 
''  parate  Castile  from  Ebtremadura. — 
'*  Some  of  Sir  R.  Wilson's  dispatches 
"  having  missed  me,  1  am  not  aware  by 
"  which  A)f  the  passes  he  went  through 
'•  the  mountains,  but  1  believe  by  Torna- 
'*  ''acas.  He  arrived,  however,  at  Banos 
"  on  the  11th,  and  on  the  12th  was  at- 
**  tacked  and  defeated  by  the  French  corps 
"  of  Marshal  Ney,  which,  with  that  of 
.  "  Soult,  returned  to  Plasencia  on  the 
"9th,  10th,  and  11th,  that  of  Ney  hav- 
**  ing  since  gone  on  to  Salamanca. — I 
^'  inclose  Sjr  K.  Wilson's  account  of  the 
**  action.  He  has  been  very  active,  in- 
"  telUgent,  and  useful  in  the  command  of 
"  the  Portuguese  and  Spanish  corps,  with 
"  which  he  wasdetached  from  this  army 
4i  — Before  the  battle  of  the  28th  of 
"July,  he  bad  pushed  his  parties  almost 
"  to  the  gates  of  Madrid,  with  Which 
"  city  he  was  in  communication ;  and 
^  he  would  have  been  in  Madrid,  if  I 
"  had  not  thought  it  proper  to  call  him 
"  in,  jn^^KB>^i^on^f  that  general  ae- 
on the  28th  of 
alarmed  (he 
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'*  enemy  on  the  right  of  his  army ;  and 
*'  throughout  the  serv ice, »hevved  himself 
"  to  be  an  active  and  intelligent  panizan, 
**  vkU  acquainted  xoith  the  country  yin  which 
"  he  was  acting,  and  pbssessing  the  con- 
"  fideni:e  of  the  troops  which  he  com- 
•*  manded — Being  persuaded  that  hit 
"  retreat  was  not  open  by  Arzo  Bispo, 
*'  he  acte(J  right  in  laking  the  road  he 
"  did,  wi^h  which  he  was  well  aequaint- 
**  ed  ;  and  although  unsuccessful  in  the 
"  action  which  he  fought  (which  may 
"  be  well  accounted  lor,  by  the  supe- 
*'  riur  numbers  and  description  of  the 
"  enein\'s  troop?),  the  action,  m  myc^*- 
**  ifio/i,  does  him  great  creda." 
The  manner  and  terms  of  this  letter,  as 
far  as  relates  personally  to  sir  Robert  Wil- 
s<m,  are  very  remarkable.     "  He  arrived 
"  ai  Bams  on  the  1 1th,  and,  on  the  i2tb« 
'*  Ac   was   attacked  and   defeated,  by  the 
•*  French  corps  of  Marshal  Ney."    Short 
and  dry.    Very  little  ceremony  about  poor 
6'ir  Robert  and  his  troops;     '*  He  has  been 
"  very  active,  intelligent,  and  iarful,  in  tbt 
"  Qomm^nt\ii^ Spanish  and  i^orto^firejc corps; 
"  he  has  (lower  down)  shewed  himself  an 
''active  and    intelligent   PARTIZAN  tcetf 
''  acquainted  with  the  country  in  which  he 
*'  was  acting ;  and  (lower  down)  al though 
*'  unsuccessful  in  the  action  which  he  fought, 
"  the  action,  in  m/  opinion,  does  him  great 
"  credit."     This  is  the  sort  of  praise ;  it 
is  the  style  of  praise,  given  to  a  guide;  or, 
at  best,  to  the  commander  of  an  escort; 
or,  at  the  very  utmost,  to  some  man  of 
very  inferior  rank,  who  accidentally  has 
been    entrusted   with    a  command.    "A 
*'  partkan/'  indeed  !   Let  us  read  his  letter, 
and  see  whether  it  discovers,  either  in  its 
composition,  or  in  the  acts  which  it  nar- 
rates, any  inferiority  of  talent  in  its  writer. 
Sir  Robtrt  Wilson's  Letter  to  the  noa 
Lord  Talavera,  dated  IS  August  1809.— 
**  Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  acqtiaiiH 
"  you,  that  I  was  on  inarch  yesterday 
"  m/)rning  on  the  road  of  Grenadelii 
**  from  Aldea  Ncuva,  to  restore  my  com- 
"  munication  with  the  allied  army,  when 
"  a  peasant  assured  us,  that  a  consider- 
*'  able  quantity  of  dust,  which  we  per- 
"  ceived  in  the  road  of  Phsencia,  pro- 
"  ceeded  from  the  march  of  a  body  of 
"  the  enemy. — I  immediately  returned, 
"  and  took  |>ost  in  front  of  Banos,  with 
"  my  pickets  in  advance  of  A'.dea  Neura, 
"  selecting  such  points  for  defence  al 
"  the  exigency  of  tiie  time  permitted. — 
"  The  enemy's  cavalry  advanced  on  the 
"  high  road^  and  drove  back  my  uatti 
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"  caralry  posts;  but  a  pirket  of  Spanish 
"  infiantry,  which  I  had  cone*  aled,  pour- 
"  ed  in  on  the  cavalry  a  steady  and 
''well  drrected  tire,  that  killed  and 
^  wounded  many  of  them. — The  2CH) 
"  Spanish  infantry  in  ad  vane**  ot  AMea 
**  Neuva,  contmued.  under  the  direcioii 
**  of  CoJ*  Grant  and  tb«-ir  ofiicti.^,  lo 
"  maintain  their  ground  mo>i  pi'llaiily, 
•'«nVil  the  enemy's  caya;ry  and  rhas- 
♦•  seurs  d  cheval,  in  con^iidtrabk'  bodi  s, 
'^  a^peartnl  on  both  flanks,  v. hen  thty 
♦•  were  obliged  to  retreat. — Tht' enemy  » 
•'  chasseurs  i  cheval  and  cavahy  ml- 
♦*  vanced  in  great  numt>ers  in  every 
"direction,  and  pushed  to  cut  eft  rhe 
"  legion  posted  bctwt-en  Adei^  Neuva 
"  and  Banos ;  but,  by  the  steady  con- 
"  duct  of  officers  and  men,  the  enemy 
**  could  only  advance  gradually,  and 
'*  with  a  very  severe  loss,  from  the  com- 
•'  maud;ng  fire  thrown  on  them. — The 
"Merida  battalion*  however,  having 
"  given  way  on  the  right,  a  road  uas  laid 
•*  open,  which  cut  behind  our  positron, 
"  and  I  was  obliged  toorder  a  retreat  on 
"the  heights  above  Banos,  when  I  was 
"  again  ttecessi^ated  to  detac  h  a  corps, 
"  in  order  lo  scour  tbe  road  of  Monte 
"  Major,  by  which  1  saw  the  enemy  di- 
"  recting  a  column,  and  whu  h  road 
"  turned  altogether  the  Puerto  de  Banos, 
**  a  league  in  our  reir — At  this  time, 
"  Don  Carlos  Marquis  de  Estragne  came 
"  up  with  bis  battalion  of  light  infantry, 
''  and,  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  took 
"  post  along  the  heights  commanding 
"  the  road  of  Banos,  which  enabled  me 
"  to  send  some  of  the  Merida  battalion 
*'  OR  the  mountain  on  our  left,  com- 
"  manding  the  main  road,  and  which 
••the  enemy  had  tried  to  ascend. — The 
"  battalion  of  light  infantry,  and  thcde- 
"  tachmentof  the  legion  on  its  right,  con- 
"  tinned,  notwithstanding  the  enemy's 
**  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  to  main- 
•*  tain  their  ground ;  but,  at  six  o'clock 
**  in  the  evening,  three  columns  of  the 
**  enemy  mounted  the  height  on  our 
•*  left,  gained  it,  and  poured  such  a  fire 
"  on  the  troo[)8  below,  that  longer  de- 
"  fence  was  impracticable,  and  the 
"whole  was  obliged  to  retire  on  the 
"  mountains  on  our  left,  leaving  open 
'*  the  main  road,  along  which  a  consi- 
'*  derable  column  of  cavalry  immfdi- 
"  ately  poured. — ^Tbe  battalion  of  Se- 
"  viUe  bad  been  left  at  Bejnr,  with  or- 
"  ders  to  follow  me  next  day,  but  when 
"  I  was  obliged  to  return,  and  the  ac- 


"  tion  commenced,  I  ordered  it  to  Puerto 
'*  Banos,  to  watch  tlie  Mnnte  Major  road, 
**  and  the  heights  in  the  rear  of  our  k  ft. — 
"  When  the  enemy*b  cavalry  came  near, 
"  an  officer  and  some  dragoons  called 
"  out  to  the  Commanding  Officer  to 
"  suirtnder,  bui  a  vodey  killed  him  and 
"  his  party,  and  then  tne  battalion  pro- 
«  cteded  to  mount  the  heights,  in  which 
'  moviinent  it  wa*  attacked  and  sur* 
"  rounded  by  a  column  of  cavalry  and 
*♦  a  column  of  infantry,  but  cut  its  way 
"  and  cleared  itself,  killing  a  great 
«*  many  of  the  eiiemy,  especially  of  hit 
"  cavalry.— The  tneiny  is  now  passing 
"  to  Salamanca  witJi  great  expedition  ; 
«*  I  lament  that  1  could  no  longer  arresi 
'*  his  progress ;  but,  when  the  enor- 
''  maus  superiority  of  the  enenjy's  force 
"is  considered,  and  that  we  bad  no 
"  artillery,  and  that  tie  Puerto  de  Banos, 
"  on  the  Estremaduran  sitJe,  is  not  a  pass 
"  of  such  strength  as  on  the  side  of  Cas- 
*'  tile,  especially  without  guns,  I  hope 
'*  that  a  resistance  for  nine  hours,  which 
"  must  hi.ve  co«i  the  enemy  a  great 
"  many  men,  wi.l  not  be  deemeo  inade- 
"  quate  to  -our  means. — 1  have  to  ac- 
"  knowledge  the  services  rendered  me 
"  on  this  occasion  by  Colonel  Grant, 
**  Major  Reiman,  Don  Perm  en  Marquisv 
'«  Adjutant-M.ijor  of  the  Dragoons  of 
"  Paviu,  Captain  Charles  and  Mr.  BoU 
"  roon  ;  and  to  express  the  greatest  ap- 
"  probation  of  two  companies  of  the 
"  Merida  battalion,  advariced  in  fi*ont, 
*'  and  of  the  Commanding  Officer  and 
"  soldiery  of  the  battalions  of  Seville, 
"  and  the  Portuguese  brigade.  I  have 
"  already  noticed  the  distinguished  con- 
"  duct  of  Don  Carlos,  and  his  battalion 
<*  merits  the  highest  encomiums. — I  hav* 
"  not  been  able  to  collect  the  returns  of 
»*  our  loss.  From  the  nature  of  monn- 
*'  tain  warfare,  many  men  are  mivssing, 
"  who  cannot  join  for  a  day  or  two,  but 
"  I  believe  the  enemy  will  only  l.ave  to 
**  boast  tfut  he  ho.s  achieved  his.passagei 
"  and  hi^  killed  and  wounded  will  be  a 
"  great  dimliuuion  of  his  victory." 
Partiz  -n,  or  partizan  not,  it  appears  that 
ihe  Spaniards  and  Portuguese,  of  whom 
our  Baron  seems  to  have  no  reason  to 
boast,  really  fought,  and  fought  well,  toO, 
tm<kr  Sir  Robert  Wilson,  which  shews  Sir 
Robert  to  be  fit  for  something  beyond  ser- 
vices of  a  mere  partizan,  one  of  wIk>9c  pro- 
minent talents  or  quaUtiea  was,  being 
•*  well  acquainted  wilh  tk  country  in  which 
''  he  was  acting.'^     Thii  letter  thew9  hkn 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


3(ki] 


POUTICAL  REGISTER.— Tij/arrra'*  Can^ign: 


[364 


to  be  soQiethiiig  more  than  a  person  a  little 
above  a  guid£ ;  and,  indeed,  as  far  as  1 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing  peo- 
ple's opinions,  tliis  letter  has  excited  no 
small  degree  of  regret,  that  Sir  Robert  had 
not  filled  a  jmcfi  higJier  situation  in  our  un- 
foitunaie  arrriy.  Sir  Robert  miglit  be  '*  de- 
"fcated;**  but,  he  does  not  say  so;  nor 
does  he  say  any  thing  to  justily  the  la- 
conic sentence  in  my  Lord  Talavera's 
letter  :  "  he  was  attacked  and  defeated  by 
"  the  French  corps  under  Marshal  Ney." 
This  letter  does,  in  my  opinion,  contain 
nothing  to  justify  that  sentence.  He  wa-** 
compelled  to  retire ;  he  got  off  as  fast  as 
{le  could  ;  and  so  did  our  Baron  from  Ta- 
Javera,  but  the  Baron  no  where  acknow- 
ledges, that  he  was  beaten,  or  "  d<ifcated," 

But,  the  great  merit  of  Sir  Robert's 

letter,  is,  that  it  accuses  noboJy  ;  complains 
9f  no!u>dy  ;  throws  tfte  blanis  upon  nobody  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  contains  high  enco- 
miums on  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
troops.  Now,  to  me,  it  is,  I  must  confess, 
very  strange,  that  tht^  troops  of  these  na- 
tions should  fi^ht  so  weli,  when  with  Sir 
Robert  Wilson,  and  that  those  in  company 
wiih'^urarmy  and  ihe  Baron,  shou'd  incur 
^  much  hame.  This  is  an  olwervution 
that  must  have  occurred  to  every  one ; 
and,  really,  I  am  persuaded,  that  most  n>en 
Will  look  upon  sir  Robert's  letter  as  gokig 
Tery  far  towards  proving,  th<>t,  if  the  army 
under  Cuesta  did    not  behave  well,  the 

feuJt  was  not  wholly  in  that  army. We 

pow  come  ti>  the  last  of  these  letters,  which, 
indeed,  is  not  a  ktter,  but  an  ei tract  of  a 
letter.  U  is  .^iited,  like  the  last  letter  of 
the  Baron,  tt  Truxillo,  and,  like  that  letter, 
on  the  21st  of  August.  Now,  wlty  should 
a  commander,  write  from  the  satne  place, 
and  on  the  \uffie  day,  two  letters  to  the 
wrw  person  f  He  writes  a  whole  letter 
about  Sir  Robert  Wilson  ;  but,  why  not 
liave  made  It  part  of  a  lett*  r.  Why  not 
have  put  us  in  posse.4sion  of  that  story 
along  with   the  other  story  ?     Why  sepa- 

rate  them  ?     Why  write  tivo  letters  f 

The  reader  will  say  :  "  Why  do  you  ask 
**  all  ihese  questions,  when  you  can  see  the 
'*  reason  as  plainly  as  you  c  an  see  the  pen 
^<  that  is  iti  your  hand  ?"  Very  true  ; 
and  it  is  idle  to  waste  one's  time  in  this 
way  ;  for,  it  is  absolutely  impo.s^iI)le  for 
lis  not  to  ste  the  reason  for  thus  dividing 
a  dispatch  of  the  s^me  date  into  distinct 

letters Now,  then,  let  us  see  this  div 

iract  of  a  letter,  and  guesi  at  what  we  can- 
not gVtil  h.j;lU  of. 

♦'  General   Cuesta  moved  his  head- 


'*  quarters  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
"  the?  brid«]je  of  Arcobispo  on  the  night 
«'  of  the  7th  inst.  to  Peralecade  Garbin, 
'*  leaving  an  advanced  guard,  consisting 
*^  of  two  divisions  of  infantry,  and  the 
"  Dake  D' Albuquerque's  division  of 
"  cavalry,  for  the  defence  of  the  passage 
*'  of  the  Tagus  at  this  point.— The 
«*  French  cavalry  passed  the  Tagus  at 
"  a  fard  immediately  above  the  bridge, 
"  at  half  past  one  in  the  afternoon  of 
"  the  8*h,  and  surprised  this  advanced 
"  guard,  wliirh  reiircd,  leaving  behind 
"  them  all  lluir  cannon,  as  well  as  those 
"  in  the  batteries  constructed  for  the 
**  defence  of  the  bridge. — The  (iiineral 
"  then  moved  his  head-quarters  to  the 
"  Mesa  d'lljor,  on  the  evening  <n  the 
"  8th,  having  his  atlv;iiu\-(i  guard  at 
"  Bohoral.  H<:  resv^ned  ihv  coiuniaud 
*' of  the  army  on  tlje  12  J'  ''onuccotnit 
"  of  the  budstdte  of  his  luaUhj,  uinch 
"  has  devolved  upuu  General  Il;'"a. 
'*  The  head-quarters  of  the  i>|).ini«h 
"  army  a^e  now  at  Deleytosa. — It  ap- 
"  pears  that  a  <letachment  of  Vanegas*s 
"  army  ha<l  some  success  against  the 
"  enemy,  in  an  attack  raatle  upon  it  in 
"  the  neighbourhood  of  Aranjut^z,  on 
''the  5th  iusunt.  General  Vanegas 
"  was  then  at  Ocana,  and  he  had  de- 
"  termined  to  retire  towards  the  Sitrra 
«  Morena ;  and,  after  the  6lh,  he  bad 
"  moved  in  that  direction.  He  re- 
"  turned,  however,  towards  Toledo, 
"  with  an  intention  of  attacking  the 
"  enemy  on  the  12th  ;  bat,  on  the  lUh, 
"  the  en^nny  attacked  him,  with  Sebas- 
f  tiani's  corps  and  two  divisions  of  Vic- 
"  tor's,  in  tho  neighbourhood  of  Ali»'>- 
**  racid.  The  action  appears  to  have 
'*  lasted  some  hours  ;  but  the  French 
"  having  at  la^t  gained  an  advantage  o\\ 
«  General  Vnnegas's  left,  he  was  obliged 
"  to  retire,  and  was  about  to  resmue  his 
"  position  in  the  Sjerra  Morena.— On 
"  the  9th,  lOtb,  and  1  Uh,  large  detach- 
"  ments  of  the  French  troops,  ^'bich 
"  had  come  from  Plasencia,  returned  to 
"  that  quarter;  and  on  the  I2th.tl)ey 
"  attacked  and  defeated  Sir  R.  Wibon 
"  in  the  Puerto  de  Bunos,  on  their  re- 
"  turn  to  Salamanca.--It  appears  now, 
"  that  the  French  force  in  ibis  part  ol 
"  Spain  is  distributed  as  follows:  M^r- 
'*  «hai  Victor's  corps  is  divided  between 
« Talavera  and  La  Mancha ;  Sebas- 
<'tiani's  is  in  La  Mane ba ;  Marsha^ 
"  Mortior's  at  Oropesa,  AYZohisfO,9na 
''  Navalmor^  ;  Marshal  Soult'iat  m- 
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"  sencia ;  and  Miirsfaal  Ney's  at  Sala- 
'*  maiica. — Distress  for  want  of  provi- 
"  siuiis,  and  its  eHci  ts,  have  at  last 
'*  obl-igeiJ me  io move  to'j;fnds  thefwntiers 
"  of  Portugal,  ill  order  to  rtfrcsh  mt^  troops, 
*'  111  my  turraer  dispatches,  I  liave  in- 
"  forincd  your  lordship  of  our  distress 
*'  for  tlie  icmit  qf  provisions  and  the  wtir«/w 
'*  of  transport.  1  hose  wants,  which  were 
"  the  firnt  cause  of  the  loss  of  many  ad- 
"  vaiitai;t?s,  after  the  22J  of  July,  which 
"  were  iitadc  known  to  the  GoV(.rwnmt, 
'*  aiKi  Wi  re  actually  knov^n  to  them  on 
"  ti>e  20th  of  la^t  monih,  still  exist  man 
"  af(i^ravat£d  dtgree;  and,  under  these 
"  circumstances,  1  determined  to  break 
"up,  on  the  20th,  from  Jaraicejo, 
**  where  I  had  had  my  liead -quarters 
**  since  the  Ilth,  wiih  the  advanced 
*'  posts  on  the  Tagus,  near  the  !)ridge  of 
"  Almarez,  and  to  FA  LL  i3ACK  upon  the 
"frontiers  qf  Portugal,  wljerc  i  hope  1 
"  shall  be  supplied  with  every  thin:^  I 
"  want." 

Here  we  have  *'  tTiove towards  Portugal;** 
we  have  "  bt^eak  up;'*  we  have  "full  Imck;*' 
we  have  any  thing  but  that  phrase,  which 
alone  could  convey  a  correct  idea  of  the 
movement  in  question  united  with  its 
cause  and  motive.  In  the  ever-memora- 
ble General  Ori>er,  intended  to  blazon 
forth  the  fame  of  Wellesley,  Victor's  re- 
fiising  to  wait  for  oilbred  battle  is  called 
An  "escaped  But,  when  this  same  WVI- 
lesley  himself,  so  far  from  waiting  for  of- 
f(.re<l  battle,  is  pushing  on  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible to  get  quite  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
French,  he  calls  it  moving  totj:ards  Portu- 
gal ;  breaking  up;  falling  back,  in  order  to 

r^esh  his  troops. To  refresh  his  troops  ! 

Is  that  all  ?  What,  keep  on  marching,  day 
and  night,  in  order  to  rtfrcsU  his  troops? 
— -But,  he  is  in  want  of  provisions  also. 
Wtll!  and  must  not  the  enemy  be  in  want 
of  4hem?  This  does  appear  to  me  very 
unaccountoble  ;  that  iIki  enemy  should  be 
able  to  pursue  us  over  a  country,  whence 
we  are  induced  to  fail  back,  merely  for 
want  of  provisions.  If  this  be  the  case, 
Itft  us  give  up  the  contest  at  once,  for  it  is 
()uite  useless  to  attempt  to  maintain  it 
against  ai)  enemy,  who  can  live  upon  the 
icings  of  that  v^hich   we  cannot  exist 

upon. ^The  Spanish  governujent  is  blani- 

<fl,  in  unqualJBed  terms,  even  in  the  extract 
which  we. are  permitted  to  see;  and,  1 
leave  the  reader  to  judge  of  the  manner  in 
which  tliey  are  spoken  of  in  the  Utter  itself 
As  to  this  matter,  it.  is  very  plain,  that  a 
^V^rel  between   ths   Viscount   and   the 
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Junta  has  taken  place,  or  must  soon  tsdce 
place.  But,  it  appears  to  me,  that,  in 
whatever  degree  the  Junta  are  to  blunie^ 
tlieir  neglect  can  form  no  juitification  for 
our  Baron.  They  may  be  to  blame  for 
not  having  provided  food  and  the  means  of 
conveying  it;  but,  he  is  still  to  blame  for 
having  movtd  forward,  withoMt  havitig 
previously  secured  those  means  and  that 
food.  Besides,  how  does  it  happen,  that 
he  Qot  forward  so  well?  We  heard  of  no 
fault  about  provisions,  until  after  the  Tar- 
tar-catchin„'  affair  at  Talavera.  Indeed, 
fwvj  could  kc  advauioe  so  far  xpilkoiU  praci" 
sions  ?  1  am  afraid,  and,  to  speak  my  mind, 
I  am  quite  sati;>iie(l,  that  the  Junta  are  not 
at  all  to  blame;  aiul,  1  shall  be  much 
disappointed,  if  it  does  not  fmally  ap- 
pear so  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  whole 
country,  lie  must  have  known  well,  very 
well,  that  the  Junta  ir.ul  but  little  power 
and  less  money ;  he  must  have  known 
how  diiBcult  sir  John  Moore  found  it  to  Gfct 
any  supplies  from  tlic  pt  op!t>  as  he  pr.ssed 
along;  and,  indeed,  it  r'yjuiios  but  \orv 
little  reflection  to  be  convinced,  that,  un- 
less you  have  magazines  pro\icicd  b^iure 
hand,  or  are  prepared  to nvi/cc  free  with  all 
you  find,  ami  even  to  cnlorce  a  discovery 
of  hidden  provisions,  you  ought  not  to 
attempt  to  move  a  mile  in  such  a  country 
as  Spain,  and  particularly  ii>  the  part  of 
Spain  where  our  poor  miserable  army  has 
been.  Tliere  is  no  e\<;a^,  therefore ;  and 
as  to  the  Viscount's  attempting  to  throw 
the  blame  upon  the  Junta,  I  really  do  not 
think  it  fair,  especially  as  the  publication 
of  his  dispatch  takes  place  Itp-e,  and  not 

in  Spain. Asconi^ected  with  this,  there 

is  a  report,  stated  in  tha  fiews-papers  of 
the  IVlarquis  brother  having  assisted  in 
producing  a  very  material  change  in  the 
government  of  Sj)ain  ;  nothing  less,  in- 
deed, thui  the  bnuking up  of  tbeJwUia,iind 
the  erecting  of  a  Regency,  in  tlie  person  of 
the  Archbishop  of  'I'oledo.  This  is,  t#  bt 
sure,  merely  a  news-paper  report;  but, 
if  it  should  prove  true,  we  may,  I  think, 
pretty  safely  calculate  upon  a  speedy  ler- 

miDHtron  of  the  contest  iii  Spain! 1 

should  here  ofier  a  few  concluding  re- 
marks, tending  to  shew  what  this  nation 
has  already  sunered.  from  havin.g  meddled 
in' this  contest  upon  a  wrong  principle; 
but,  there  are  extracts  of  two  letters, 
copies  of  which  have  appeared  m  the 
I»ndon  news-papers,  that  I  must  not, upon 
this  occasion,  omit  to  notice,  especially 
as,  if  authentic,  they  amply,  account  for 
our  being  allowed  to  see  only  an  extract  of 
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our  Viscount's  last  letter^ These  ex- 

tk^ctfi  of  letters  are  of  a  nature  not  to 
be  inserted  by  me,  without  quoting  the 
print,  whence  1  take  them ;  and  therefore  I 
state  that  they  are  taken  from  the  Morning 
Chronicle  of  Saturday,  the  9th  instant,  in 
which  paper  they  were  inserted  with  a  sort 
of  prefage,  as  follows : 

*'  The  letters  from  Lisbon  supply  us 
"  with  little  intelligence  in  addition  to 
*•  what  we  have  before  received.  The 
"  packet  left  the  mouth  of  the  Tagus, 
"  according  to  the  log-book,-  on  the 
"  23d  ult.  At  that  time  there  were 
J. "  very  few  troops  in  Lisbon,  the  de- 
'*  tachments  having  marched,  as  soon 
"  as  they  were  landed,  on  the  road  to 
*'  Eivas,  to  reinforce  the  army  under 
'*  Lord  Wellington.  Previous  to  the 
"  arrival  of  the  Cork  fit  et,  there  were 
*'  only  three  ships  in  his  Britannic  Ma- 
'^^  jesty*s  service  in  the  port  of  Lisbon. 
"  These  were  transports,  and  on  board 
"  one  of  them  the  Adnxiral's  flag 
"  was  hoisted. — The  following  are  ex- 
'*  tracts  from  two  of  our  letters : 

Lisbon,  August  '21,1  SCO.  I 
"  Several  Officers  having  arrived  hare  \ 
*'  lately  tKithoirt  proper  leave  of  absence, 
"  the  Commandant  of  Lisbon,  Colonel 
*'  Pracock,  of  the  Guards,  in  the  Gene- 
"  ral  Orders  of  Friday  la.t,  says,  that  all 
*'  Officers  who  return  from  the  niiuj/  tvith- 
"  out  the  Comnmnder  of  the  forces'  leave , 
"  arc  to  be  put  under  arrest ;  and 
•'  further,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
"false'  and  unfavourable  reports  made  lyy 
*'  Englich  Officers  and  privates  of  the  state 
**  qf  the  British  army  in  Spain,  that  in 
"  future  all  Officers  and  privates  circu- 
**  lating  such  injurious  reports,  are  to  be 
"  immediately  tried  by  a  Court- Martial, 
"  and  the  sentence  to  be  put  in  immediate 
'  "  extcution.  It  has  been  said,  that  the 
■"  advance  column  of  General  Beres-' 
•*  ford's  army  has  been  taken  by  the 
•*  French.  It  has  been  reported  these 
*'  three  or  four  days,  with  great  confi- 
**  dence,  that  General  Be  res  ford  was  in 
"  the  rear  of  Soult,  and  that  sir  A.  Wel- 
*'  lesley  was  advancing  in  his  front,  and 
"  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  get  off. 
", —  Sixteen  transports  arrived  here 
'^yesterday  from  Cork,  with  IfOartil- 
"  lerymen,  and  300  horses. — By  a  ves- 
^  sel  thai  arrived  here  yesterday  from 
**  Cadiz,  it  is  said  and  believed  at 
"^Change,  that  general  Stuart,  with 
"  English  and  Sicilian  troops,  had  taken 
«  Naples ;  and  that  the  garrison  were 


"  made  prisoners  of  war. — Paper  23  per 
'*  cent,  discount. 

"  Lisbon,  Aug  22,  1809. 

"  The    Princess    Charlotte    packet 

"  which  was  to  sail  this  morning  is  post- 

*'  poned  until  to-morrow  morning ;  the 

*'  mail  is  to  be  closed  this  night  at  eight 

"  o'clot  k.      I  have  put  a  letter  in  ihe 

**  mail  last  nighr,  with  the  papers  of  Sa- 

"  turday    and    yesterday.      The    only 

*'  news  I  have  now  to  add  to  what  I 

"  have  said   in  that  letter,  is  that  sir 

"  Arthur  Wellesley  has  been  under  the 

"  painful  neces-^ity,  (as  he  says  himself) 

"  o(  breaking  several  Officers  for  iheir  cow- 

*'  ardly  and  inattentive  conduct  in  the  uvere 

<*  baft  its  with  the  French  in  Spain.    One 

"  Officer,  who  had   the  command  of  a 

"  detachment,  ran  away  from  kts  n\my 

<*  but  they  were  led  on  by  the  serjcalils, 

"  and  behaved  in  the  most  heroic  {nSwi- 

"  ner.     He  is  named  in  General  OrderS; 

«'  and  ordered  to  be  arrested  wherever 

"  he  is  to  be  found.      I  aui  told  he  has 

"  been  se-^n  he  re,  at  Lisbon.     It  is  use- 

"  less  to  name  hmi.'' 

Now,  1  do  not  by  any  means  say,  that 

these   are   truths ;    but,  they   have  been 

published   nearly  a  week,  and  have  not 

yet,  as  far  as  1  have  observed,  been  contra' 

dieted,  either  officially  or  non-ofiiciai^y. 

-- — The  Orders,  said  to  have  been  issued 

at  Lisbon,  are,  1  must  confess,  a  little  in 

the  Calcutta  stile  ;  but,  I  should  hope,  that 

the  fact  is  not  so ;    1  should  hope,  that  no 

such   Orders  were  ever   published  by  a 

British  Officer. We  have  long  been  in 

the  habit  of  laughing  at  the  "poor 
"  French,"  for  not  daring  to  publish  any 
news;  but,  if  these  Ordtrs  be  authentic, 
the  "poor  French"  may  have  their  laugh 
in  their  turn.  It  is  true,  that  our  people 
are  prohibited  from  publishing  bad  news 
only  ;  and  may  vent  as  much  as  they 
please  of  good.  Should  this  prove  true, 
we  are,  indeed,  come  to  a  pretty  pass; 
we  shall  be  pretty  fellows  to  make  a 
bragging  noise  about  liberty.  Those  who 
spread  bad  news;  accounts  unfai  our  able  io 
the  British  army  in  Spain,  are  not  only  to 
be  put  in  arrest ;  arc  not  only  to  be  w^n- 
soned;  are  not  only  to  be  put  into  a  state 
of  vi!e  durance  ;  but,  they  are  to  be  ifieit 
and  the  sentence  is  to  be  put  into  immedi' 
ate  execution  ;  that  is  to  say,  they  are  to  be 
punished  upon  the  spot,  and,  as,  the  crime 
it  one  of  those  not  particularly  mentioned 
in  the  Articles  of  War,  it  will,  of  course, 
come  under  the  comprehensive  descrip- 
tion of  "  Disobediaice qf  Oiders/*  wherton 
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an  officer  may  be  cashiered,  and  a  non- 
commissioned officer  or  soldier J^c^crf.  If 
tbi**  do**8  not  insure  them  a'/ainat  bad  neuf 
at  Lisbon,  it  is  hard  to  say  what  will. 
But,  again,  let  me  express  my  hope,  that 
this  intclligi^Dce  is  not  correct,  and  that 
things  aiv  ^lot   come  to.  this  disgraceful 

pass. in    CalciUta   the    poor   devils  ot 

printers  of  news-papers,  previous  to  the 
publication  ut"  each  Number  of  their  pa 
peni  respectively,  are,  or,  at  leasts   were, 
obliged  to  carry  a  copy  to  a  person,,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  General  for  that 
purpose,  who,  as  he  reads  the  paper  ever, 
takes  his  pen,  an  J  crosses  out  wliiuever 
parts  be  does*  not  like  ;    and  amonj|r.>t  the 
articles  thus  crossed,  you  sometiines  find 
even   advertistWiOHs,  if    they   contain   ilie 
titUs  qf  hooks y  supposed   to  treat  trfe:y  ot 
politics.    This  is  an  eHectual  way  to  guard 
against  bad  runs,  as  far  as  relates  to  the 
press  ;  and  this  is  what  there  are  $0}nt  per- 
tons,  who  are  well  known  to  wish  to  see 
established  in  this  country.      But,  even 
this  is  not  so  tight  as  what  we  have  just 
been    contemplating ;     for,    this    relates 
merely  to  the  press  ;   whereas  the  Orders, 
laid  to  hiive   been  issu'd  at  Lisbon,  ex- 
tend to  verbal,  and  even  private,  commu- 
nications.     Yet  the  Turtle  Patriots,  fine 
fellows,  are  carrying  on  war  for  the  liheri]/ 
of  Spain  and  P<)rtugi3il.     Once  more,  let 
ti8  hope,  that  this  Order  has  no  existence; 
and  that  the  statement  respecting  it  will 
soon  be  contradicted  ;     tor,   really,  if  it 
has  an  existence,  1  am  half  afraid,  that  we 
shall  be  unable  to  match  it  in  the  annals 
of  the  admmisiration  of  any  one  but  Robes- 
pierre.  Serious,  however,  as  this  sub- 
ject is,  it  yields,   in  that  respect,  to  the 
other  facts,  stated,  so  boldly,  in  these  ex- 
tracts :  namely,  that  several  officers  have  ar- 
^^d  at  Lisbon,  front  our  flrwy,  xvUhout  leave 
<lf  abserie;    that  i>  to  j-ay,  that  they  have 
deserted,  and  tii at,  too,  from  the  field,  when 
>n  hourly  expectation  of  being  engaged 
with  the  enemy  :  and,  further,  that  seveial 
facers  have  been  broken  for  caufcrdice  by  the 

commander  of  our  army  in  Spam. One 

Would  think,  that  these  facts  must  be 
false ;  and  yet,  how  are  we  to  suppose, 
that  an  experienced  geiUieman,  like  Mr. 
^*^''''y,  would  publish  them,  as  he  has 
done,  without  accompanying  that  publi- 
oalion  with  the  expression  of  any  doub$  as 
to  the  truth  of  she  facts  ?  It  is  hard  to 
kt^w  on  which  side  to  fix  one's  belief;  but, 
^  the  foots  are  as  they  are  stated,  England, 
•ttrely,  never  was  in  a  state  of  such  deep 
^^  complete  disgrace  as  it  is  at  thiflno- 
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ment.  We  must  all  hope,  that  the  facts 
arc  false ;  but,  ;f  they  be  true,  they 
ought,  without  loss  of  time,  to  be  mj(jf« 
fully  known  to  us.  The  parties  natnes 
ought  to  be  published  ;  and,  as  to  the  de- 
set  it  rs,  theirs  ought  to  be  nailed  to  the  se- 
veral gallowses  in  the  counties  where  they 
respect'veiy  were  botn.  If  they  are  of  the 
borough-monger  breed,  or  have  any  Tur- 
tle Patriots  for  relations,,  we  shall,  how- 
ever, see  apolo^ie^  enough  made  for  them  ; 
but,  let  us  hnve  the  facis  clearly  estal>lish- 
<td  ;  and,  above  all  things,  let  us  have  a 
list  of  the  nunie^  and  the   birth-places  of 

them. Already,  1  think,  I  percei?e  an 

attempt  to  prepare  a  pa  liative  by  saying, 
that  they  may  have  been  disgusted,  or  may 
have  been  so  hairassed ^bout  and  so  pinch- 
ed for  want  of  every  confort,  that  their  re- 
turn to  Lisbon  was  to  be  expected.  i>M- 
giist!  Aye,  there  is  a  description  of  per- 
sons, %\  ho  are  very  apt  to  feel  disgust  at 
the  approach  of  a  battle,  or  of  dan^^er  of 
any  sort.  And,  as  to  being  "  harrassed 
"  about,*'  it  is  easy  to  find  har dshipyif ords; 
but,  did  these  pretty  fellows  think,  that 
they  v^ere  ahvays  to  receive  their  pay  for 
lounging  aboutour  paved  streets,  and  ogling 
mantua-makers'  and  milliners*apprentices  r 
ijomforts,  indeed  !  Ar^  we,  then,  to  pay  men 
in  red  and  blue  coats  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  wear  muff-jackets,  giant-sHords, 
glove-wallets,  and  false  whiskers,  and  to  loll 
about  at  inn-doors  and  assembly  rooms  { 
No,  no  ;  these  genthrmen  should  recol- 
lect, that  thfy  Mere  paid  a  long  while  for  do- 
ing  nothing;  that  they  are  of  a  profession, 
the  business  of  which  comes  by  fits  and 
starts;  that  they  must  take  the  good  with 
the  bad  ;  anil  that  they  were  not  enrolled 
in  the  army  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving 
them  the  public  money  without  any  ex- 
pected return  in  the  shape  of  service. — All 
this  is  said,  however,  upon  the  supposition 
merely  that  the  statement  of  the  Morning 
Chronicle  should  prove  truel  Let  us  hope 
that  it  will  not.  Let  us  hope,  that  we  are 
not  fallen  so  low  as  this,  which,  in  fact,  is 
much  lower  than  any  of  the  nations,  whom 
we  affect  most  to  despise. Before  1  dis- 
miss this  subjr^ct,  let  nie  once  more  endea- 
vour to  direct  the  reader's  attention  to  th« 
circumstance  of  Lord  Douro's  principal 
dispatch  having  been  kept  from  our  sight, 
except  an  extract.  The  fjublic  never  should 
lose  sight  of  this  circumstance.  The  whole 
of  the  dispatch  wil,  perhaps,  come  out, 
when  the  parliament  meets;  but,  let  us 
bear  in  mind,  that,  at  present,  we  have  only 
a  part  of  it,  and,  pf  course,  only  that  par^ 
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which  the  minister  chooses  to  give  us. 

We  spare  not  Buonaparte ;  we  abase  him  ^ 
for  keeping  his  subjects  in  darknrss ;  but, 
how  dinerent  is  his  conduct  ?  When  he  en- 
ters upon  a  campaign,  he  also  enters  upon 
a  series  qf  bulletins,  which,  day  by  day,  con- 
tain an  account  ot*  the  progress  of  that  cam- 
paign, and  which  bulletins  are,  without 
any  mutilation,  published  in  all  his  news- 
papers.  It  may  be  improper  for  the  go- 

Tcniment  to  tell  the  world  all  that  the  Vis- 
count of  Talavera  says ;  but  why  not,  then, 
give  us  from  themselves,  such  bulletins  as 
they  think  proper?  Herein  consists  the 
deception,  that,  by  giving  us  extracts,  they 
give  us  what  is  believed  to  be  the  ivords  qf 
the  General,  andXvhich,  in  fact,  are  not  his 
words,  until  they  are  rejoined  to  those  of 
iiis  words,  whicn  are  kept  out  of  our  sight. 
Suppose  he  were  to  say,  "  To-day  plenty 
"  of  provisions  have  been  sent  nie  for  a 
*'  couple  or  three  days*  consumption ;" 
and  the  ministers  were  to  suppress  all  the 
words  after  the  word  me;  is  it  not  evident, 
that  we  should  have  words  that  were  not 
hisf  In  short,  words,  like  individual  letters, 
are  one  thing,  or  another,  accordingly  as 
they  are  combined  and  connected  ;  and, 
of  course,  it  is  very  possible  to  give  us 
words  out  of  a  letter,  which  words  do,  in 

reality,  make  no  part  of  that  letter. If 

the  ministers  would  tell  us  the  news  in  their 
mjon  words;  if  they  would  say,  '*  thus  and 
"  thus  things  siand ;"  then  we  should  know 
what  we  had  before,  and  should,  at  a  future 
day,  be  able  to  verify  these  accounts  by 
comparing  them  with  the  real  transactions; 
but,  this  is  precisely  what  they  do  not  wish 

us  to  be  able  to  do. At  any  rale  1  ho[>e 

we  shall-  loo!:  sharp  aft^^-r  these  "  extracts,'* 
and  if  we  do  so,  we  shall  be  able  to  trare 
out -every  fact  of  importance.  But,  every 
thing,  relating  to  this  campaign  in  the 
Southern  Peniiisula,  is  of  great  importance, 
especially  if  we  bear  in  laind  the  origin  and 
principle  if  our  iiitcrftrence  in  the  atVairs  of 
Spain.  We  took  up  the  cause  apparently 
for  the  express  purpose  oi' preventing  a  ru- 
dkal  change  in  the  govetTimcnt  of  that  coun- 
try. We  saw  such  a  change  approacln 
ing ;  we  saw^  the  two  kings  abdicating  the 
thron.%  and  calling  upon  their  quondam 
subjects  to  yield  obedience  to  the  ilmperor 
Kapole^n ;  we  heard  the  people  of  Spain, 
as  distinctly  as  it  was  possible  for  us  to 
hear  them,  protest  against  this  base  at- 
tempt to  transfer  them  like  a  hcr^  of  cat- 
tle ;  we  heard  them,  from  one  end  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  oiher,  assert  their  right  to 
be  nae,  to  chog«e  another  government ; 


and  we  heard  them  dealing  out  unquali- 
fied execrations  on  their  "  late  ir^eonout 
government,'* .  While  this  was  going  on  in 
Spain  J  while  a  radical  change  of  the  go- 
vernment there  was  in  a  fair  way  of  being 
accomplished,  and  that,  too  (from  .the 
lucky  circumstance  of  the  abdication  of 
the  royal  family)  without  any  danger  of 
the  horrors  of  civil  strife  ;  and,  while  the 
people  of  England  hailed  the  dawn  of 
liberty  in  that  long-oppressed  portion  of 
the  world ;  in  this  promising  state  of 
things,  the  Turtle  Patriots  met,  as  it  were 
for  the  express  purpose,  and  from  the  table 
at  this  meeting,  the  king's  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  proclaiiued  to 
the  nation  what  they  had  to  expect  trom 
the  part  we  were  about  to  take  in  ilie  war; 
he  proclaimed  to  us,  in  short,  that  the  war 
was  to  be  for  Ferdinand  Vil,  who,  in  spile 
not  \only  of  Napoleon's  decices  but  «»f  his 
own  abdication,  was  to  be  kins?  of  Spuin, 
and  that,  too,  while  his  father  was  yet 
alive  and  declared  the  son  not  to  have  his 
consent  to  mount  the  throne.  Soon  afier 
this  an  English  Embassador  was  appointed 
to  the  court  of  this  king  of  Spain,  who 
was,  in  fact,  and  still  is,  a  prisoner  in  tli« 
hands  of  Napoleon.*— -Was  any  thing  but 
what  has  happened  to  be  expected  ?  It  is 
notorious,  that  many  of  our  people  have 
been-  in  danger  of  having  their  sides 
pierced  by  the  Spaniards  for  pronouncing 
the  name  of  Ferdinand  VII.  with  approba- 
tion. We  are  not  here  under  any  Orders 
like  those,  said  to  hav^  been  issued  at  Lis- 
bon, and,  therefore,  I  will  state,  that  an 
officer,  who  was  in  Sir  John  Mome's  army, 
told  me,  that,  being  sent  out  to,  purchase 
mules,  he  was  compelled,  in  order  to  avoid 
being  killed,  to  pull  out  of  his  bat  the 
ticket,  which  was  worn  by  our  people, 
with  "  Ferdinofid  VllJ"  upon  it ;  and, 
that,  upon  his  and  his  companions  (before 
they  were  aware  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
people)  crying  out,  "  huzza  for  Ferdinand 
*•  Vllth,**  they  and  the  object  of  their  de- 
votion were  loaided  with  execrations.  And 
that,  in  fact,  of  all  the  names  he  heard  pro- 
nounced, no  one  appeared  to  be  sjj  unpo- 
pular as  that  under  which  we  weie  car- 
rying on  the  war. This  is  the  great 

point  for  the  nation  to  keep  in  view.  We^ 
should  not  let  the  failui-es,  or  even  the 
miseries,  of  our  armies,  efface  from  our 
miods  the  great  and  original  cause  of  all 
th««e  calamities  and  disgraces;  namely, 
the  determination  of  our  goverBoaeotto 
mike  war  for  a  kingy  and  not  for  a  peafUy 
in  6fWi,    Thai  this  cause  would  produce 
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9Qcb  eflbcts  as  it  has  proiluced  was  very 
evident  to  me  aod  to  maay  others  ;  we 
fure^atd  what  ^  come  to  pass  ;  but  the 
hiveiiii^,  whose  sole  busii>eas  it  is  to  de- 
ceiTe  the  pf  ople,  asserted  that  we  were 
instigated  by  the  devil  ;  that  we  were  ja- 
cobins sod  levfllers,  and  wished  to  see  a 
revolqiion  in  Spain,  that  the  exain^  mi^hi 
titmd  to  Englund*  They  prtjvajled  ;  or, 
at  lea^t,  ihere  existed  no  where  tiie  dis< 
position  accompanied  with  sutficient  power, 
to  prevent  tne  war  from  Oeing  c  irried 
on  for  Ferdinand;  they  prevailed,  and, 
as  it  is  just  due,  thi>  nation  Iiuh  fell,  is 
feeling,  and  will  Ion,;  feel,  the  conse- 
quences.  Gri^at    ihint^s  are    noW,  by 

some  persons,  expected  from  what  is 
CHtled  the  "  energy"  of  the  Alarqtiis  bro- 
ther. My  expectations  are  not  »ucli.  i 
am,  as  1  aiw^ys  have  been,  convinced, 
that  for  a  choice  cfkin.'s,  named  by  others, 
the  people  of  Spain  wl  I  never  fight;  aiul 
thif,un!e^«»  v^  c  nav».^  the   people  with   us, 

oai  exfcitiuns  are  of  no  avijl. Again. 

however,  1  cannot  refra-n  from  expressing 
my  8atj.sfa(  tioH,  thai  the  concern,  the 
whole  rtrtirern,  in  the  cabinet  as  well  as  in 
the  fief  1,  is  in  tfic  hands  q^  the  WclUilcys; 
because,  if  the  thing  had  not  been  so 
placed,  we  should  always  have  heard  some 
of  the  hafie  insolent  parrizans  of  ihat  fami« 
ly  a&?ening,  that  the  undcrtakinoj  failed 
only  becausf  they  were  not  at  the  htad  of 
it.  The  hirelings,  the  unprincipled  con- 
dttctora  of  no  small  part  of  the  pr»  ss,  threw 
all  the  blame  of  the  Convention  of  Cintra 
upon  others  than  the  Wel'esley,  who  had 
a  hand  m  it,  though  it  was  neg^ciateJ  by 
bim.  We*all  remember  how  he  mied 
that  afialr  oii*;  wiih  what  an  air  t">*-  whole 
of  their  a/lhercnts  braved  the  just  resent- 
ment of  the  people.  There  is  nol)ody  to 
ikraw  the  blunie  upon  NOW ;  except,  in- 
<lecd,  the  Spanish  government  and  armies 
aad  people ;  and,  then^  we  come  upon  the 
ministry,  and  say  :  "  What !  this  was  yom- 
"  wioersal  Spanish  nation,  who  were  mad 
"with  entbu!»rasm  for  Ferdinand?"  lj?t 
them  get  out  of  that  if  they  can.  L-et 
them  choose  the  object  of  their  censure. 
They  cannot  choose  amiss  for  those,  who 
have  disapproved  of  the  principle  of  the 
war,  and  who  have  no  opinion  of  the  Wcl- 
lealeys. 

Walcherem   Expedition. ^There  is 

'^ly  little  to  say  opon  this  snbject  That 
has  happ^ed,  which,  for  every  reason 
that  caa  be  iumed,  might  have  been  ex- 
P^ed  to  happen,  and  those,  who  approved 
^  the  undmaklngt  hdff%  not  the  ^maikst 


right  to  complain  of  the  result.  ■  I  said, 
from  the  first,  that,  if  John  E4LIIL  of  Chat- 
ham (as  we  say,  John  Duke  of  ^jaul- 
borolgh)  dtfl  not  look  siiarp,  some  one  of 
Napoleon's  nevv-made  Dukes  might  send 
him  back  **  wiih  a  flea  in  his  ear  ;**  -and, 
if  the  Karl  Ikad  not  wisely  resolved  to  stop 
where  he  did,  this  would,  in  all  likelihood,^ 

have  been  the  ca^io r-lhe  thing  will,  it 

is  said,  cost  about  ekven  mUt'oMs  of  money, 
i'>r  which  1  am  not  at  all  sorry  ;  and,  in- 
detvl,  the  only  subject  of  national  regret, 
connected  wiih  this  alf  »ir,  is,  the  toss  and 
rhe  sickness  of  the  army  and  nary,  which^^ 
if  so  great  as  they  have  been  described,  is 
a  very  serious  maitCr.  It  is  stated,  that 
some  thousands  of  our  men  have  actually 
died  of  sickness  at  Walcherat,  and  that 
there  are  about  sixteen  thousand  of  them 
sick.  TiiC  account  of  the  deaths  are  truly 
dreadful  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  thei'e  id 
some  ex  a  gi^'  ration  in  every  part  of  these 
St  aements ;  but,  at  the  saeae  time,  there 
can  be  no  donbt  of  the  lots  and  the  suf- 
fering having  been  vitry  considerable* 
And, /or  xn^hat !  What  parpose  will  the  ex- 
pedition answer?  Wmt  will  it  eiTect? 
How  will  it  alt^r  the  condition  of  any  na- 
tion or  any  huMan  being  ?  It  will  have 
made  some  few  Ibouiands  of  UDo£Kending 
persons  in  Zeeland  miserable  for  life ; 
many  it  will  have  destroyed  ;  and  -it  will 
have  fiLttened  some  hundreds  of  EogHsh 
commissaries,  quartermasters,  staff-people, 
paymasters,  agents,  and  contractors !  It 
will  have  created  am  immense  qmmtiiy  qf 
patronage,  and  will  have  greatly  add^  to 
I  he  value  of  the  power  of  the  Borough- 
mongers.  Theae  are  the  purposes,  which 
Uns  Grand  Armada  will  have  answered* 
Would  it  not  be  better,  at  once,  to  give 
those  Borough -mongers  a  certain  portion 
of  tlie  national  rerenues,  and  leave  the 
king  and  his  servants  free  to  choose  their 

measures  and  to  choose  their  men  ? As 

to  keeping  Walcheren,  which  poor  Lord 
Chatham  denominates  an  *  i^nportant  po9^ 
session/'  it  is,  I  am  convinced,  little  short 
of  madness  to  think  of  it.  The  utiOt^ 
of  it,  if  practicable,  is  matter  of  great 
doubt  with  men  more  capable  of  Judging 
upon  the  subject  than  I  am  ;  and,  to  eft 
f<:ct  it  would,  I  am  convinced,  cost,  at 
le.is»t,  ten  milHons  a  year.  Less  than  20,0(X) 
troops,  including  casualties,  woukl  not  do« 
Then  there  most  be  a  fleet,  and  both  must 
be  fed  and  watered  from  England.  In 
short  the  idea  is  absnrd. There  ap- 
pears to  be  much  dispute,  as  to  whether 
LordChathamr  be  to  blam(wner  not;Ta|ui 

igi  ize     y  g 
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a  great  deal  of  sarcasm  has  been  bestowed 
wpon  him.  But,  really,  I  can  discover  no 
ground  for  this  blame.  It  is  impossible, 
that  he  should  have  acted  without  orders 
from  home,  in  the  taking  of  Flushing  be- 
fore he  proceeded  further  ;  and,  besides, 
I  do  not  believe,  that  he  could  have  got  to 
Antwerp,  even  if  he  had  found  Flushing  ready 
captured  to  his  hand.  We  were  in  this,  as 
in  all  other  instances,  told  lies  about  the 
disposition  of  the  people.  The  Dutch,  as 
we  are  compelled  now  to  confess,  did  not 
vmnt  us.  They  did  not  want  to  be  deliver- 
€d.  They  were  all  ready  to  snickersnee 
us  >  and,  we  have  not,  during  the  whole 
afiair,  been  able  to  produce  a  single  proof 
of  disaiiection  towards  Louis  hiapoleon» 
who  appears  to  be  as  firmly  seated  upon 
the  Dutch,  as  his  brother  is  upon  the 
French,  throne.  For  my  part,  1  should 
not  wonder  if  this  most  expensive  and  ca- 
lamitous undertaking  originated  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  some  of  those  babbling  crea- 
tures, whom,  in  every  part  of  Europe,  we 
have  the  folly  !•  supply  with  money ; 
and,  who,  for  the  tig  greater  portion  are,  1 
am  thoroughly  perstiided,  in  ihe  pay,  and 
in  tlie  interest  of  Buonaparte,  v.ho  could 
desire  nothing  better  than  what  we  have 
been  doing  for  several  months  past. 

The  Whigs  appear  to  be  all  alive, upon 
the  present  occ^'^ion.  There  are  reports 
o^ changes;  the  happy  dog  may,  perhaps, 
let  go  the  bone!  Ihe  Whig  Oracle,  the 
IVIoming  Chronicle,  has,  for  some  wetrks 
past,  be-en  hard  at  work  endeavouring  to 
pave  the  way  for  the  return  of  its  party, 
and,  as  the  most  likely  mt'ans  of  succeed- 
ing, it  has  set  about  a  deliberate  attack 
upon  Mr.  Wardle,  knowing  that  nothing 
will  be  so  likely  to  be  received  as  a  peace- 
offering.  This  aione,  if  we  could  forget  all 
their  conduct  while  in  power,  would  be 
quite  sufficient  as  a  prooi  of  what  we 
should  have  to  expect  from  the  Whigs, 
who,  I  am,  at  any  time,  ready  to  show, 
did  more  harm,  more  permanent  mischief, 
to  the  country,  during  their  reign,  than  was 
ever  done,  in  a  similar  space  of  time,  by 
any  ministry,  that  the  country  ever  knew. 
What !  and  is  there  a  man  in  this  kingdom, 
base  enough,  and  if  base  enough,  impudent 
enough,  to  bid  the  nation  look  tor  safety 
in  the  hands  of  those,  who  iteorfy  doubled 
the  inconte  Xax^  who  openly  avowed,  that 
they  would  tnake perpetual  loar for  Hanover, 
and  who  had  the  merciless  insolence  to 
tell  us  that  Hanover  ought  to  be  as  dear  lo  us 
at  Hampshire !  What !  bid  us  look  for  help 
to  that  set«  who  did  their  utmost  to  deprive 


us  of  the  very  faculty  of  calling  for  help. 
Oh,  no  !  we  have,  very  lately,  heard  that 
faction  cordially  join  the  other  faction  in 
defending  those  who  stood  detected  •ia 
having  had  a  hand  in  buying  and  selling 
places  and  seats  in  parliament  ;  through 
the  whole  of  the  shameful  scenes,  here  al- 
luded to,  we  uniformly  found  the  out 
faction  more  regardless  of  the  people 
than  the  in  faction  ;  and,  as  to  their  deeds 
in  war,  what  have  they  to  boast  of  r  Bat, 
the  main  point,  at  present,  is,  would  they, 
o»  would  they  not,  have  aided  a  rewolutim 
in  Spain  ?  It'is  clear,  from  all  they  have, 
at  diflerent  times,  said,  that  they  would 
not  ;  and,  therefore,  why  would  they  have 
been  better  than  the  present  set  ?  In 
fact,  does  the  reader  l>elieve,  that  they 
would  not  have  done  just  as  this  set  has 
done  ?  Did  they  not,  from  the  first,  laugh 
at  the  idea  of  restoring  liberty  to  Spain; 
And,  as  to  the  Welle.sleys,  were  they  not 
as  much   cherished    by  the  Whigs  as  by 

thje  present  ministry  ? It  is  absurd ; 

it  is  empty  nonsense,  to  suppose,  that  the 
Out  faction,  if  in  power,  would,  or,  indeed, 
could,  .do  any  better  than  those  who  now 
are  in  power.  It  is  the  s^tcm  that  is 
in  fault  much  more  than  the  men ;  and, 
therefore,  those  are  fools,  who  look  to 
any  set  of  men,  without  a  change  of  that 

system. We  go  on  from  bad  to  morse, 

and  this  is  in  the  very  nature  of  the  sys- 
tem. We  see  millions  laid  out  upon  ea* 
trrprizes,  and  we  see  no  good  to  us,  and 
no  hurt  to  our  enemy,  result  therefroen. 
if,  now-ajid-theh,  success  attends  the  act 
itself,  it  is  pretty  sure  to  be  £oll6wed  by 
no  beneficial  consequence ;  and,  thus,  are  we 
going  on  steadily  towards  that  period, 
when  we  are  to  see  Napoleon  with  all  the 
force  of  Europe  in   his  bands   to  wield 

against  us. Nothing,  it  appears  to  iDe» 

can  save  this  country  from  subjugation  by 
France,  but  that  measure  of  Rtform,  which, 
while  it  gave  heart-felt  satisfaction  to  the 
people,  while  it  put  an  end  to  all  discon- 
tents, would  call  forth   new  talents  aad 

new  energies. The  counseilors  of  the 

king  would  not  then  be  eternally  engaged 
in  weighing  parliamentary  interests;  their 
time  would  not  be  spent  in  the  invention 
of  excuses,  and  all  sorts  of  paltry  intrigues ; 
they  would  have  the  time  necessary  to  at- 
tend to  ffreat  aflairs ;  and,  which  is  the  great 
thing  of  all,  they  would  be  free  to  choose 
those  persons,  who  were  to  put  their  plans 
in  execution.  When  any  such  change  will 
take  place  I  shall  not  pretend  to  say;  bat, 
I  am  quite  certain^  that,  until  it  doe« 
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take  place,  any  change  of  ministry  must 
be  useless,  one  set  of  men  being  just  as 
good  as  another,  so  long  as  both  remain 
in  subjection  to  the  will  and  pleasure  of 
the  borough-mongers.  While  this  sys- 
tem remains,  there  will,  wirh  me,  always 
be  an  objection  to  any  change,  general 
or  partial ;  and  that,  if  it  were  only  for 
this  one  reasqn,  namely,  that,  at  every 
change,  the  borough-mongers  have  a  fresh 
dip  ioto  our  pockets.  In  short,  the  people 
of  this  country  are  sick  of  changes,  which 
always  add  so  greatly  to  the  list  of  pensions 
and  allowances,  without  producing  any 
change  whatever  in  their  favour.  If,  indeed, 
the  Whigs  (it  is  truly  ludicrous  to  call  the 
Grawillcs  Whies)  would  give^us  a  specific 
promise,  that  they  would  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  the  purpose  of  insuring  a  fair  Repre- 
lentalion  of  the  People ;  then  we  might 
wish  for  a  change ;  but,  so  far  from  there 
being  any  reason  for  us  to  expect  such  a 
ineasure  at  their  hands,  we  know  that  they 
hare  been,  and  yet  are,  the  most  loud  and 
noqualined  in  their  abuse  of  all  those  who 
profess  to  wish  for  such  a  measure.  There- 
fore, I  wish  for  no  change  of  ministr)'. 

It  is  quite  monstrous  to  attempt,  at  this 
i^t  to  amuse  us  with  a  change  of  minis- 
try. It  is  as  bad,  nay  to  the  full,  as  f)a- 
graot,  as  the  invention  of  the  Jubilee  ; 
bat,  neither  will  impose  upon  the  people. 
A  crowd  of  raggamuffins  may  be.  as- 
lembled,  and,  after  being  drenched  in 
the  gin-cellars,  may  be  set  to  threaten 
the  people  in  I^ondon  intoanDlumination 
upon  pain  of  haTing  their  windows  smashed 
to  pieces;  but  the  sentiment  of  the  nation 
will  remain  the  same ;  and  so  it  would 
ifter  a  change  of  ministry.  What !  is  it 
possible,  that  any  man  can  be  found  im- 
pudent enough  to  attempt  to  persuade  us, 
that  we  shall  derive  any  benefit  from  a 
ministry  to  consist  of  those,  who,  last 
spring,  cried  out  *'make  a  stand!'*  Oh, 
monstrous!  I  see  nothing  that  lord  Castle- 
tcagh  has  done,  that  any  of  those  who 
want  him  out  would  not  do.  They  stood 
by  him,  they  justified  hira,  they  voted  for 
him,  in  the  case  of  Quintin  Dick,  and  why 
•hould  he  not  remain  where  he  is  ? 

Jacobin  Guineas. ^There  is  a  curious 

dispute  goinff  on  between  two  philoso- 
phers, one  ot  whom  writes  in  the  Morn- 
mg  Chronicle  and  the  other  in  some 
ministerial  paper,  about  the  discount  upon 
P^Qs,  which,  it  seems,  is  now  openly 
confessed  to  exist  to  what  orie  of  these 
^ters calls  "an  o/flmwrig degree,^'  though, 
^  By  part,  I  se«  nothing  alarming  in 


it.  The  philosopher,  who  writes  in  the 
Chronicle,  has  -suggested  a  remedy  t  and 
what  does  the  reader  think  it  is  ?  Why, 
nothing  short  of  compelling  the  Bkiik  of 
England  to  confine  its  issues  to  a  certain 
reduced  amount ;  that  is  to.  say,  to  'the 
putting  down  of  its  paper  altogether; 
for,  the  moment  it  begins  to  draw  in,  the 
whole  thing  vanishes  into  its  native  no*- . 
thingness.  Like  the  other  parts  of  the 
system,  the  paper  must  go  on  increasing, 

or  it  falls. This  philosopher  would  fain 

have  the  Bank  make  such  regulations  as 
would  enhance  the  value  of  money ;  that  is  to 
say,  as  would  make  us  pay  more  to  the 
fund-holders  than  we  now  pay,  when  every 
reflecting  man  wishes  that  we  had  to  pay 
them  less  instead  of  more.—*— Besides, 
does  'this  writer  imagine,  that  the  cotmtry-^ 
bankers  would  not  make  money  to  supply 
the  place  of  any  reduction  at  the  Bank  of 
England  ?  He  seems  to  imagine,  that  no 
paper  money  is  good  for  any  thin'g  ex- 
cept that  of  the  Bank,  as  it  is  called. 
But,  have  we  not  thousands  of  banks  ? 
Aye,  andjhat  make  as  good  money  as  tho 
Bank  in  Threadneedle  street.  Indeed,  the 
Threadneedle  street  money  will  not  pass 
only  at  this  distance  from  London  half  so 
well  as  the  money  made  by  our  neigh- 
bours^ and  that  this  writer  would  have 
plainly  seen  if  he  had  been  with  me,  last 
Tuesday,  at  Giles's  Hill  Fair,  where  he 
would  not  have  got  a  hundred  weight  of 
cheese  for  a  thousand  pounds  in  the  Thread-^ 
needle  street  money.  The  truth  is,  that 
the  paper-money  makers  in  the  country 
are  known  to  those  who  use  their  manufac- 
tory ;  and,  what  is  more,  the  estates  of  most 
of  them  are  known.  If  a  contrary  wind 
were  to  blow  away  the  credit  of  all  paper- 
money,  thode  who  hold  notes  of  tneir 
neighbours  fall  upon  their  land,  in  default 
of  specie ;  but,  where  are  those  to  go,  who 
hola  the  notes  of  the  manufactusers  in 
Threadneedle  street  ?  The  country  manu- 
factory is  not  a  lezal  tender.  Its  makers  are 
under  no  "  RESTRICTION,"  not  to  pay 
in  gold  !  Oh,  the  pretty  phrase  "  Bank 
**  Restriction  !*'  How  will  our  sons  laugh 
at  this  ?  Nay,  what  fun  shall  we  yet  have 
with  it  ourselves!  The  Bank  of  Enghtnd 
gets  a  law  passed  to  prevent  their  creditors 
from  demanding  gold  for  its  promissory 
notes ;  and  then  the  law  that  lays  "  a  re^ 
"  striction'*  on  them  not  to  pay  gold  for 
their  promissory  notes !  And,  because  gui« 
neas  will  not  associate  with  such  paper; 
because  a  guinea,  which  has  an  intrinsic 
value,  will  not  degrade  kself  by  circuUtinf 
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in  company  with  such  paper,  railing  itself 
tnooeyt  isr  it  to  be  accused  of  JacobinUin  f 
The  persons  who  take>  as  well  as  those 
who  ghe,  three  or  four  or  five  and  twenty 
ahilltngd  for  a  s^uinea  (it  fetched,  I  be- 
lieve, only  22  shillings  at  Giles's  HiH  fair, 
owing,  |)erhaps,  to  the  purchase  being 
Buule  in  cowihy  mi.le  paper-money)  ure 
accused    of  Jacobinism ;    but,    it   is   the 

fuinea*s  fault.  It  will  not  j^o  for  less, 
^oa  cannot  get  it  to  stir  \^  ithoul  a  discount. 
It  feols  its  superior  worMi,  ami  asserts  iL 
But,  there  is  noJiing  J.icobinical  in  all 
this;  if  there  be,  at  iiny  rate,    the   Jaco- 

binis:n  is  in  th/  guin  'a. The  guinea  is 

n(»w  become  an  object  of  purchase  and  sale, 
and  no  longer  a  piece  of  current  coin. 
N')  man  et'er  sees  a  guinea  paid  away,  ex- 
'  -in  hy  »nore  a/ciilciit;  but,  to  the  com- 
nhiI'^»-oj]her5,  be  it  known, 
'%-f;.  i;i  j;iiine:i<  shall  have 
*  .1.  '•!> "ed,  utiiort  time  is, 
-u>  'ruvt  <li stance, 
:  ct^a/ji  hi  to  the  king- 


01     ■ 


11    att     :.' 
■.liiit'Li?  ' 


^,1  f^ 


■.;!  t^'> 


t;  "  .  ♦)  a^  [>rc>ent  only 
'  }'■.[  i.:\v:iuc  luith  paper ^ 
sf.  ;>)^^  are  not  as  yet  a 
■  c  of  Lommcrce,  When 
z  latter,  back  they  will 
larts  of  the  world ;  and, 

do  well ;    for  they  will 


I 

L 


1.  or  /   and  i)L( 
Wv'i- -■.:!';'♦  ,1    or 
th<'V    h.  .-M.r.e    t 
lia^u-,1   \Ti'\\\  ui 
hxiU'c.  I,  tii^  «'  v/ 

ven,  ^  fo.  i-t  ^  anted.  Then,  in  leed,  will  be 
a  Jay  lii  a  Juhihe;  then  the  people  of 
Engl  n.i  may  agatn  dance  and  sing  ;  but, 
at  pn  .St  nt,  1  see  no  reason  for  a  Jubilee, 
whicli,  to  make  the  thing  complete,  is 
called  for  by  tliose,  who  have  been  most 
instrumental  in  driving  the  king's  image 
and  superscript -on  from  the  land.  When 
his  Majesty's  picture  returns  to  our  dwell- 
ings, then  will  we  join  in  a  Jubih  e  ;  but 
uniil  then,  let  Jubilees,  like  Tun'p  Me<?t- 
ings,  be  confinrd  to  those  who  make  con- 
tracts and  loan%  and  who  bask  in  the  sui>- 
fthineof''  Bank-restrictions.'' 

W«.  COBBETT. 
B0tley,  Thursday,  WthSrpt.  1H09. 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Spain. — Vvoclamcition  of  K'ng  Joseph,  dated 
Head' quarters,  Toledo,  Au^.  19,   l«09. 

SoWicrs ! — It  is  scarcely  fifteen  days 
since  120,000  enemies,  consisting  of  Eng- 
lish, Portuguese,  and  Spaniards,  who 
marclMid  from  diti'^rent  points,  rendez- 
voused under  the  walls  of  my  capital  ; 
but  united  on  the  'itith  of  July  at  the 
l^fidgo  of  Guadarama^  the   1st  and    Uh 


corps,  and  the  reserve,  defeated  on  that- 
day  the  enemy.  On  the  27th,  he  repassed 
in  great  haste  the  Alberche.  On  the  'i8th, 
attacked  in  a  position  judged  unattackable, 
80,000  men  have  not  been  able  to  contend 
against  40,000'^  FrettCh. — From  that  time, 
renouncing  their  chimerical  project  of 
conquest,  they  have  thought  but  of  safety, 
and  have  abandoned  the  field  of  battle. 
More  than  6,000  English  wounded  are  in 
our  hospitals  ;  the  least  of  our  corps,  the 
Kt,  was  judi;ed  sufficient  to  observe  and 
keep  in  check  this  army,  still  so  numerous, 
in  spite  of  its  losses.  It  remained  upon 
the  Alberche,  whilst  the  4ih  corps,  and 
the  reserve,  set  out  on  the  2yth,  to  socrour 
Toledo,  besioged  by  the  army  of  La  Man- 
cha;  and  that  of  Madrid,  menaced  by 
the  same  army,  has  forced  the  entniy, 
alremiy  within  four  leagues  qf  the  capital, 
to  reiin(|uitih  its  prey.  It  has  repassed 
the  Tagus  in  the  greatest  haste,  and  flies 
towaifis  the  Sierra  Morena,  after  hav- 
ing abandoned  some  thousands  of  killed, 
wo.unded,  and  prisoners.  The  2d,  5lb,  and 
Gth  corps  are  following  the  rear-guard  of 
the  enemy's  army.  These  corps  forpoed 
a  junction  with  tl>e  1st  corps,  at  Oropesa, 
on  the  7ih  August. — The  English  fly  every 
way,  in  disorder,  ami  by  roads  hitherto 
judged  impracticable  to  artillery.  The 
2d  and  .5th  corps  are  pursuing  them. — Sol- 
diers, you  have  saved  my  capital,  the  King 
ol\Spain  thanks  you  ;  you  have  dope  more, 
the  brother  of  your  Emperor  sees  fly  be- 
fore your  eagles  the  eternal  enemy  of  the 
French  name. — ^The  Eni|)eror  will  know 
all  that  you  have  done,  he  will  acknow- 
ledge the  brave,  who  have  made  them- 
selves conspicuous  among  the  brave,  those 
who  have  received  honourable  wounds; 
and  if  he  says  to  us,  "  I  am  content  wilh 
you,"  we  shall  be  sufficiently  recompensed. 
(Signed)  Joseph. 


Royal  Order  addressed  to  Senores  Don  Luis 
Mencloza,  and  Don  Andrti.':  Gonzalez  Pa' 
checo,  members  of  this  Suptwie  Junta, 
Dattd  Royal  Palace  of  Seville,  Aug.  15. 

The  Supreme  Junta  of  the  government 
of  the  kingdom  have  seen,  with  the  mo^ 
lively  interest,  the  observations  which  your 
Excellencies  make  in  your  memorial  of 
the  12th  inst.  on  the  causes  which  have 
led  to  the  want  of  provisions  in  the  com- 
bined army,  and  the  means  of  remedying 
this  evil ;  and  while  it  employs  the  neces- 
sary measures  lor  ihis  purpose,  it  chaf^ 
me  to  inibrm  yoar  Excellencies  that  our 
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own  jpcurily  and  deftnce  requiring  that 
the  saici  army  should  be  abundantly  sup- 
plied with  wliatevcr  it  requires  for  its  sub- 
sistence and  operations,  chiefly  our  gene- 
rous allies,  who,  fighting  for  our  liberty 
and  independence  with  the  same  enthu- 
siasm as  they  %voukl  defemt  their  own,  ten- 
der themselves  creditors,  both  by  tcratitude 
and  justice,  to-  every  consideration  and 
sacrifice  of  the  nation  and  governtni-nt. 
Your  Excellencies  will  use  every  possible 
and  conceivable  etfort,  in  order  that  the 
said  amay  may  want  nothing  j  co-operat- 
ing with  the  commission  which  his  Ma- 
jesty has  given  to  the  Member  Don  Lo- 
renso  Calvo,  and  with  the  intentions  of 
the  government,  which  are  directed  ex- 
clusively toward  the  welfare  and  salvation 
of  the  country.  I  communicate  this  by 
Koyal  Order  to  your  Excellencies,  for 
your  information,  direction,  and  fulfilment. 
Way  God  preserve  your  Excellencies  many 
y«an!  Martin  De  Garay. 

j^nsiver. 
Sire ;    With    the  greatest  pleasure  we 
havereceived  the  Royal  Order  of  your  ma- 
jesty, of  the  date  of  the  15ti),  enjoining  us 
to  redouble  our  exertion^  for  the  supply  of 
the  English    auxiliary  troops.     We  have 
the  satisfaction  to  inform  your  majesty, 
that  the  Inhabitants  ^here   supply   every 
thing  with  t  he  greatest  alacrity,  and  this 
town  contributes  1,000  rations  daily,  and 
meal  and  oats  more  than  could  be  cxpect- 
«i  from  a  country  so  ravaged  by  the  ene- 
my.   We  have  used  every  means  to  col- 
lect all  the  grain  belonging  to  the  govern- 
nn'nt  of  Garrovillas,  which  is  daily  grind- 
ing in  the  mills  of  Tulabaii.     The  flour  is 
aitenvards  deposited  on  the  two  bridpcs 
in  the  said   town  of  Garrovi'hs,  in  order 
that  it  may  be  in  readiness  whenever  the 
intendant  may  apply  for  provisions.     The 
oats  are  deposited  in  St.  ,lago  del  Cninpo, 
all  within  the  tiistance  of  four  leagues.    If 
Senhor  Don  Lorenzo  Calvo  wirl  send  an 
order,  it  .shall  imm«  diately  be  t*xecuti'd. — 
^e  request  your  majesty  to  be  convinced 
that  our  patriotism   cannot  be  exceeded. 
Provisions  ore  daily  arriving,  even  more, 
in  the  opinion  of  almost  every  one,  than 
are  necessary,  this  province  being  as  frank 
and  liberal  as  any  other,   if  not  inorc  so. 

Sweden, — Message  nlative  to  the  Pension 
uluch  the  States  are  to  nllovj  to  the  lale 
King,  Giatavus  Adoiphus,  his  ^iuccn  and 
children.     Dated  Stockholm,  Au;^,  15. 

Th^e  period    i»  now  fast  approaching. 


809.— Qficial  Pajxrs,  [4P* 

when  a  prince,  who  lately  governed  Swe* 
den,  but  whose  claim  to  the  Swedish  crown, 
has  been  solimnly  cancelled  by  the  una- 
nimons  resolution  of  the  States  of  xh& 
Realm,  must  abt?  nt  himself  from  this  cotm» 
try.  His  own  spontaneous  wish  agrees,  otu 
this  point,  with  what  the  public  traiw]uiU 
lily  and  security  reqtiire.  His  Roya^  Ma- 
jesty has  taken  the  advice  of  the  SecAei 
Committee  on  i  matter  ot  so  mm  h  import- 
ance, which,  however,  the  state  of  public 
afihirs  does  not  yet  permit  liis  Majesty  to 
cornmunicaie  to  the  Diet,  and  he,  there- 
fore, confines  himself,  at  present,  to  the 
question — *  What  pension  or  yearly  alluw- 
'  ance,  are  the  States  of  the  Reahn  willing 
'  to  grant  to  their  late  King,  his  Queen,  and 
'  children  ?*  Which  que  slion  being  an- 
swered, another  will  occur  relative  to  the 
country  which  it  will  be  most  proper  to 
assign  for  the  residence  of  Gustavus  Adoi- 
phus and  his  family. — His  Majesty  doeg 
not  deem  it  superfluous  to  add  some  ob- 
servations for  the  States  to  bear  in  mind 
in  their  deliberations  on  this  subject.  The 
States  cannot  but  be  aware,  th^t  their  deci- 
sion must  bear  that  stamp  of  dignified  ge- 
nerosity, which  becomes  a  noble-minded 
nation ;  that  misfortune'  craves  respect ; 
and  that  humanity  itself  commands  for- 
giveness and  oblivion  of  the  past.  His 
Royal  Majesty  is  anxiously  desirous  that 
the  States  of  the  Realm,  by  deciding  the 
subJ€^:t  under  discussion  on  these  princi- 
ples, should  meet  his  wishes,  and  thus  give 
a  pledge  to  Europe  of  tfie  purity  of  the  mo- 
tives which  induced  Sweden  to  revise  her 
system  of  government,  and  r^new  th# 
structure  of  the  State.  Charles. 


AMERICA. — Proclamati^jn  of  the  Prendeht  to 
the  United  States  of  America.  Dated 
IVaxhin^ton  City,  Thursday,  August  10, 
1809. 
Whereas,  in  consijjnence  of  a  commu- 
nication from  his  Britonnic  M^esty's 
Envoy  Extraordinary  nnd  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary, declaring  that  the  British  Or- 
ders in  Council,  of  January  and  November> 
1S07,  would  b'^  withdrawn  on  the  10th  of 
June  last,  (and  by  virtue  of  which  an  Act 
of  Congress  v\as  passed,  entitled  "  An  Act 
to  interdict  the  cofcimerciat  intercourse 
bt  iwxen  the  United  Stages  and  Great  Bri- 
tain and  France,  ajid  their  dependencies, 
and  lor  other  puf poses,")  I,  Jomes  Ma- 
dison, President,  &c.  did  is^ue  a  procla* 
mation,  on  the  IQth  of  April  Ia*.t,  declar- 
ing that  the  Orders  in  Council  aforesaid 
would  be  withdrawn  on  tlie  Hrth  of  Ji|ne, 
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after  which  the  trade  might  'le  renewed, 
and  as  it  is  now  afficialiy  i^de  known  t<> 
roe,  that  the  Orders  in  CouikII  ar«*  not 
withdrawn,  agreeably  to  the  decJar4t:»oii 
aforesaid,  I  do  hereby  proclaim  the  s  tme, 
and  that  the  Acts  above  ntill  remain  in 
force.  James  Madison. 


Fbom  the  Spanish  Papers, — Minutes  qf 
Dispatches,  dated  August  HM,  ^md  taken 
on  a  peasant  going  to  Avila,  at  Farhescus, 
by  a  detachment  under  Sir  Robert  Wil- 
son's orders. — (The  original  sent  ch  to 
General  Cvcsta,) 

'  A  Monsieur  le  Colonel  Hays,  Govcrn^ur 
d' Avila. — ^You  will  give  directions  that 
this  letter  shall  be  forwarded  with  the  ut- 
most expedition  to  his  majesty,  and  you 
will  send  me  your  receipt. — Wilson's  corps 
is  cut  off.  About  five  days  ago  it  was  be  • 
tween  Candelario  and  Villa  Nueva.  If 
from  your  town  you  move  a  column  of  1 ,000 
men,  and  attack  them,  they  wih  be  com- 
pelled to  surrender. — I  communicate  lo 
you  the  brilliant  action  of  the  8th  inst.  at 
P.  Arzobispo.  We  took  from  the  enemy 
30  pieces  of  cannon,  40  iumr;rils,  with 
baggage,  and   600   prisoners,   besides    a 

freat  number  kiHed.  The  llftyal  Car- 
tneers  and  Corps  de  Garde  were  cut  trt* 
pieces. — Selid  me  from  youf  j^j-oviii^.i 
wine,  vinegar,  and  brandy,  wh-ch  shaM  Le' 
paid  for  in  ready  money  ;  an  I  aho  send  me 
fiews  from  Burgos,  Salamanca,  Valladolid, 
&c (Signed.)— Duke  of  Dalmatia. 

Sire  ;  the  orders  that  you  sent  me  are 
executed.  The  duke  of  KIchingen  will  ar- 
rive to-morrow  at  liis  destination,  and  the 
parties  which  have  ccme  out  of  Cnjdad 
Rodrixo  will  be  beaten. — I  have  iht?  inten- 
tion of  besieging  Ciudad  Ro(lrit>o.  If 
your  majesty  sends  me  five  corps  com- 
plete, and  if  the  dike  of  Elchini^eh  comt^s 
thi*  way,  I  will  attaik  mp.rshal  Beresford's 
army,  which  is  now  between  Alaieida  and 
Ciuctad  Rodriffo,  and,  by  news  now  receiv- 
ed, between  Perales  and  Gette,  and  com- 
posed of  8,000  English,  the  same  number 
of  Portuguese,  and  4,000  Spanianis:  but 
if  this  is  to  be  executed,  it  must  be  done 
with  the  greatest  expedition,  because 
otherwise  the  effect  of  the  victories  at  Ta- 
lavera  and  Arzobispo  will  be  lo^t. — It  is 

Srobable  Vanegas  has  already  pissed  thr 
ierra  Morena;  and,  in  this  ca^^e,  the  se- 
cond corps  may  1'all  upon  Cuesta,  keep  the 
Tagus,  and  open  the  communication  with 
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this  corp«. — Wilson's  corpi  is  cut  off.  It 
is  between  Villa  Nueva  and  Cundelario; 
and  if  a  column  from  Avila,  of  1,500  or 
1,0<X)  men,  stiould  come  donn,  it  would 
bt»  compelled  to  surrender. — (oi^netl,) — 
DuRi^  of  Dalmatia. — Aii dressed  to  Joseph, 
king  of  Spain,  &c.  See.  &c. 

Proclrfnation  qf  Marshal  Aw^ercau,  Duke  qf 
Casiiglione,    Sfc.    to   fht    Inhabitants  qf 

Catalonia.  Dated  Perpignan,  Juhf  2. 
• 
"  Spaniards  !  Catalans  !  1  am  come  in 
the  mi  Jst  of  you.  His  majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  the  Frt^nch  and  King  of  Italy  has 
given  me  the  cdrnmand  of  his  armies  in 
Catalonia. — Spaniards,  I  know  you  and 
love  you.  Seduced  by  perfidious  insinoa- 
■ti6ns^  unhappy  victims  and  blind  iii8tru- 
mMits  of  a  Cabinet,  tlie  en<'ray  of  France 
and  humanity,  many,  and  many  of  your 
brethren  are  obstinate  in  prolonging  a  war, 
rhe  issue  of  which  could  never  bt:  doubt- 
ful. They  deny  and  reject  the  beneBu 
and  favours  which  an  auifust  Soverrign 
provides  for,  a:id  is  anxious  to  shower 
,ipon  ihem  :  an  hero  vrhoni  heaven  created, 
v\  iis  brntficeure,  for  the  iehcity  and 
glory  of  Spai%ajjHithe  world. — Spaniards, 
the  hero  <  rFri3®?  lovf<i  and  esteems  you; 
hJs  virtuous  be||t  requires  and  needs  your 
fp  icirv.  ^jfljfj  ^^*ho  granted  to  Napoleon 
biiUn?iiiyalwi>al»i>r>gave  him  at  the  same 
time  his  goodness  and  lender  humanity.— 
Nij)oleon  sii^hs  over  your  afflictions;  he 
has  a  paternal  hetirt,  and  as  such  su&TS 
over  the  terrible  blows  which  are  inflicted 
u!)on  yon,  and  which  will  be  inflicted  still 
more  upon  you,  by  his  formidable  armies, 
if  you  delay  hmg  in  listening  to  the  voice 
of  truth,  and  continue  in  your  fatal  blind- 
ness.— Lay  aside  useless  hopes;  a  false 
love  and  a  criminal  honour,  which,  arming 
H^ainst  akin^  who  is  truly  paternal,  theaa- 
t^ust  brother  ofthe  great  Napoleon,  irritates 
Heaven  ag  Must  you,  which  gave  bim  to 
you  in  his  mercy.  Aband<»n  vain  illusions. 
God  proti  cts  France,  a  God  walks  with 
N  tpoleon,  covers  and  sh  \des  him  with  his 
wings,  and  cm  bains  victory  To  his  trium- 
ph;*! car. — Brave  Spaniards,  submit  Eu- 
rope is  submit  ing  and  surrendering  ber- 
sclF. — SpaniarDs,  1  know  you,  and  yoi 
have  to  kiiow  me.  I  have  long  esteemed 
ynu  ;  and  when  you  submit  you  will 
find  in  me  a  true  friend.  Yourselves,  aod 
your   property,  shall  be  sacred  for  mc.— 

(To  be  continued.) 
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«•  Twaa  at  the  fpMt  for  T^U^mera  won, 
"  By  Well*8»lcjr*s  warlike  son : 
"  Aloft  in  City  state, 
"  The  swcUing  hero  sat 
"  On  hit  Vucountal  Throne ; 
"  The  Jevu  and  Specuiators  placM  aroantl, 
•*  Their  brow*  with  Loaju,  wiih  Jobs,  artd  Contracts  bound, 
^<  So  ihoald  the  /bve  <^pe{f  be  crowo'd." 

Statesman. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Talavera's  Campaign  and  the  Jubileb. 

^The  combination  of  these  transactions 

has  been  admirably  delineated,  in  several 
articles  in  that  excellent  evening  news* 
paper,  the  St A.TES1I AN,  from  one  of  which 
trttcles  I  have  selected  mv  motto.  I  do 
not  believe,  that  the  boasting,  the  bragg- 
ing, the  inflated  self-gratulation  and  com- 
meodation,  of  the  Talavera  Campaign, 
were  equalled  by  any  thing  of  the  sort 
that  ever  took  place  in  consequence  of  the 
campaigns  of  Jllexander  the  Great.  -  It 
is  of  great  consequence  to  us,  that  we 
aheu]d4iave  the  history  of  this  Campaign 
▼cry  complete.  At  page  373  of  the  pre- 
sent Volume,  we  brought  this  history 
down  to  the  21st  of  August,  when  our 
Baron  of  the  Domro  wrote,  from  Truxillo, 
that  letter,  of  which  our  ministers  gave  us 
an  extract,  and  which  extract  was  inserted 

at  page  363. It  will  be  remembered, 

that,  on  the  Sd  of  August,  our  Baron 
^ted  Talavera,  in  order  to  go  m  search  qf 
tomebo^  to  fight  vnth ;  in  order  to  do  "  the 
•^iitfiwew"  of  Soult  "  effeduaUy  and 
"  toiihout  a  contest."  We  have  seen,  that, 
aome  how  or  other,  he  did  not  do  any 
**hMsmes8"  at  ^11  with  Soult;  but  left  Soult 
OD  one  side  of  the  Tagus,  while  he  went 
across  to  the  other  in  order  to  '*  take  up  a 
'•  position.**  We  have  now  some  accounts, 
through  the  Momtewr,  teaching  this  mat- 
ter; and,  if  vfe  are  determined  not  to  be- 
lieve any  thing  circulated  through  that 
«^haniiel ;  that  is  to  say,  if  we  are  deter- 
J^ined  not  to  believe  any  thing,  which 
^loes  not  flatter  our  vanity  or  disguise  our 
•**aine,  it  may  not  be  amiss  for  us  just  to 
tal^  a  look  at  what  the  reU  qf  the  xcorld  will 
hdieve.' — -Let  us,  however,  before  we 
'aake  this  extract  from  the  Moniteur,  go 
hack  a  little  into  the  history  of  the  Cam- 

paim FiBST,— On  the  28th  and  29th 

•f  July  our  Baron,  with  scarcely  any  as- 
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sistance  from  the  Spaniards,  "  vanquished'* 
(to  use  the  language  of  the  King's  *'  G  kne- 
"  RAL  Orders*')  ;  yes,  *' vanquished!*  the 
French,  imder  Marshal  Victor  (Duke  of 
Belluno),  at  Talavera. — »— Second,— Oor 
Baron,  owing  to  the  fatigue  "of  his  army 
and  want  of  provisions,  did  not  pursue  th« 
''  vanquished"  enemy  one  inch  ;  and,  the 
Spaniards,  though  they  had  not  been  en- 
gaged, did  not  make  the  smallest  attempt 

ro  pursue  that  enemy. Third, — Our 

Baron,  on  the  3d  of  August,  resolves  to 
quit  Talavera,  to  take  the  road  towards 
Portugal,  and  to  leave  at  Talavera  his  nu- 
merous sick. and  wounded,  under  the  care 
of  the  Spanish  General  Cuesta,hiit,  before  . 
he  sets  out,  having  reason  to  fear  that  Cu<* 
esta  might  ruu  be"  able  to  /natntain  himse^ 
at  Talavera  against  Victor  (the  "  iwi- 
"  quished"  Victor),  our  Baron  has  a  con- 
verssktion'  (which  he  puts  into  writing) 
with  a  Spanish  General  second  or  third  m 
command,  whom  ha  presses,  in  case  of  * 
danger,  to  get  all  the  carts  he  can,  ready 
to  carry   away  the    Engli^sh    sick    and  * 

wounded. ^Fourth, — Our  BaVon    has 

the  choice  given  him  by  Cuesta,  to  go  or 
to  stay,  and  he  chooses  to  go,  though  he 
states,  that  he  had  reason  to  fear,  that  Cu- 
esta  would  be  unable  to  maintain  his  posi-  * 
tion  at  the  place  where  he  was  leaving 

him. FivTH, — The  reason  our  Baron 

gives  for  leaving  Talavera  at  all,  and  for 
choosing  to  go  while  Cuesta  remained,  is, 
that  Soult  was  advancing  from  Placentia 
towards  the  right  bank  of  the  Tagus ;  and 
that,  as  it  was  of  great  importance  to  go 
and  do  his  "  business"  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible, our  Baron  chose  to  go  on  that 
errand,  because  he  and  his  army  were 
more  likely  "  to  do  the  business  eflfectu- 

"  ally"  and  without  a  contest. Sjxth, 

— Cuesta,  finding  the  "vanquished"  Vic- 
tor in  movement  upon  his  flank  and  front, 
did  not  remain  many  hours  at  Talavera,  after  * 
the  departure  of  our  Baron  f/(biQid^wS» 
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overtook  him  before  he  was  able  to  get  at 

the  sought-ajter  Soult. Seventh, — Our 

Baronaow,  when  one  would  have  ex()ected 
to  hear  of  his  "doing  the  business  effectual- 
'*  fy,"  finds  that,  for  various  weighty  reasons, 
arising  from  sundry  unforeseen  occurrences, 
it  will  be  better  not  to  go  on  to  meet  Soult^ 
and  to  "  do  the  business  effectual ly,"  upon 
the  right  bank  of  the  Tagus,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  to  go  across  to  the  left  bank  of 
the  Tasus,  at  the  first  bridge  he  can  come 
at,  and  then  to  get  on  towards  Portugal, 
where  he  hopes  to  be  sillied  mth  whatever 
he  shall  want. Eighth, — Our  Baron  in- 
forms us,  that  he  did  get  across  the  said 
Tag'is ;  that  he  was  imniediatdy  followed 
by  Cuesta ;  and  that,  on  the  7th  of  Au- 
gust^ Cuesta'sadvanced^^uard  wasaltadtecl 
by  the  French,  who  drove  that  guard  off 

aM  took  all  itsca&oon. NiMTH,-^We 

find  htm  at  TruxiUo,  on  the  21  st  of  August, 
"Jaitimg  b&ck  upon  the  6'ontiers  of  Portugal, 
"  where  he  hopes  to  be  suppKed  with  every 
"  ibimg  he  wants,''  never  baviog  met  Soult, 
iQ  mmdk  cf  wlwra  he  quitted  Talavera, 
kinmig  his  tick  and  wounded  behind  him ; 
never .aavflug  made  any  attack  upon  the 
enemy ;  and,  of  course,  never  having  '*  done 
«*  -Ihe  kcmKtt  ^ectually ;"  nor,  ind^,  ever 

having  even  begun  to  do  it  at  all. Now, 

then,  let  ns  hear  the  Moniteur,  of  the  30th 
of  AjB^t ;  let  118  now  hear  what  <itken  say 
aHont  this  latter  part  of  the  Talavera  Cam- 
paign, -and  what  it  is  possible,  at  least,  the 
toorU  wUl  he  so  ill-natured  as  to  believ«. 

**  While  the  English,  after  expotmg 

**Mkeirmliki  to  all  the  dtpaJvaatns^  of  a 
«'  fMBmit,  piactd  ikemxha  m^secwih^  ^tgamst 
^  fwnia,  tbe  Spaniards  imagined  that  they 
^  lOMld  eoirer  their  retseat  if  they  took  a 
"  IMsitinn  at  the  bridge  of  Arzohispo.  IIk 
'<  ^fth  corps  fMnsed  £e  Ts^os,  partly  by  a 
"  ford,  and  .partly  hy  the  bridge,  overthrew 
*'  all  before  them,  and  took  90  pieces  of 
''cannon,  with  tbe  powder  waggons. 
'<^  When  the  Marshal  the  Doke  of  Treviso 
'*  saw  the  etiemjr^s  array  fly  before  him, 
"  he  was  satisfied  with  sending  some  de- 
'*  tachments  after  it,  who  every  moment 
"  briqg  in  stragglers,  deserters,  and  priso- 
*'neis.  Same  Hanoverian  dem-ters  Irft 
"  4he  English  army  on  the  Hth  ten  leagues  from 
*'  the.  frontiers  qf  Portugal,  to  which  they 
•*  are  retreating  by  the  way  of  Badajoz. 
"  That  army  is  leaving  every  where  its 
"  ^^fli?<f,  artiUery,  and  sick  behind :  it  is 
"generally  believed  that  its  destination 
"  is  Lisbon,  in  order  to  eo^bark  the  troops 
"  there.  Meanwhile  they  plunder  on  their 
"  tmte,  and  the  enraged  peasants  nmrder 


"  all  who  fall  into  their  hands," This 

conduct  of  the  peasants  is  but  too  much 
like  what  was  reported  of  them  during  tkf 
retreat  of  Sir  John  Moote's  array,  wbeoi 
as  the  reader  will  recollect,  the  French 
hanged  some  of  them  for  having  murdered 

our  people. ^The  truth  is,  that,  during  a 

hasty  retreat,  it  is  next  to  impossible,  if  not 
completely  impossible,  to  prevent  plunder 
and  other  provoking  conduct  on  toe  part 
of  the  troops ;  and,  the  natural  consequence 
is,  acts  of  vengeance  on  the  part  of  the  un- 
fortunate, the  ruined,  and  h^lf-maddeued 
people,  who,  when  they  come  athwart  de- 
fenceless plunderers,  cannot  be  expected 
to  spare  4he»,  however  imperious  the  ne- 
cessity, wnich  has  made  these  latter  do  in- 
jury to  the  enraged  parties.  "  Hunger," 
says  the  pro  vert),  ♦*  will  break  througb 
**  stone  walls ;"  but,  hunger  is  as  potent 
with  the  wretch,  who  is  robbed  of  hit  dinner, 
as  it  is  with  those  who  rob  him.  Bttfa  an 
objects  of  foi^^  while  hiame,  m  fact,  if  it 
alight  justly  any  where,  settles  upon  the 
heads  of  tliose  only,  who  have  made  them 
the  robbers  and  morderers  of  each  otber. 

It  is  truly  lamentable,  however,  to 

contemplate  the  probability,  and,  indeed 
(if  we  believe  this  statement  of  die  Moni- 
teur), the  fiwjt,  of  oar  army's  dropping  of 
its  baggage,  its  artillery,  and  its  sUk,  oa 
the  way ;  leaving  these  Intter,  at  best,  to 
the  mercy  of  a  people,  who,  there  is 
ev^ery  reason  to  suppose,  most  feel  ea- 
raged  at  onr  army,  and  that,  too,  iiott 
caases  for  which,  m  this  immediate  etm, 
no  blame  can  he  attached,  prahabiy^ 
to  either  the  army  or  its  conuns^r* 
Onr  Baron  ieUs  us,  that  he  is  hi  distntsfir 
provisions ;  and  we  know  what  mtitt  he 
the  conseqgence  -of  that.  He  had  toM 
us  before,  that  he  took  with  him  some  dm- 
satub qfMck  amd  wmmded.  Welcnow,tbtti 
retreat  so  encumbered  must  be  terrible  inili 
exactions  npon  the  people  of  liie  eovntiy* 
It  is  not  diffioidt  to  imagine  how  sodi  • 
retreat  would  be  felt  across  the  counties 
of  Hants,  Wilts,  Dorset,  Devon  and  OorH" 
wall,  from  Alton  to  Pemance.  Wksl,  tbeOi 
must  be  tbe  efiect  of  a  similar  retrieat  iti  t 
country,  like  that,  over  which  our  wifortti- 
nate  army  had  to  pass  ^  Men  it  woeM 
inevitably  produce  ^neral  di^ess  andi 
good  deal  of  rain ;  hot,  ^^ere,  where  tb« 
wretched  people  hive  scarcely  ever  any 
store  of  provisions  to  draw  n|K>n,  and  where 
the  population  is  so  thin  as  to  render  tb« 
whole  stock  of  the  country  so  trifling  «"• 
anH)unt,  the  retreat  of  a  considerable  army» 
unsupplied  with  provisions,  must,  if  we  in- 
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rludc  the  unavoidable  waste,  produce  gene- 
ral famine  and  despair.  Away  it  sweeps 
not  only  ail  the  human  sustenance,  but 
the  hay,  the  straw,  the  horses,  the  mules, 
every  aojmal,  (whether  for  its  flesh  or 
its  iabour)  ai  all  useful ;  and,  in  short, 
it  yields,  in  its  destructive  eflects,  to 
nothing  short  of  one  of  those  tornadoes, 
whiph  sweep  away  every  substance  stand- 
ing upon  the  face  of  the  earth. Of 

the  deferiion  qf  the  Honoruerians  my  readers 
will  form  their  own  opinions ;  but,  if  the 
fact  be  correct,  I  am  not  at  all  surprized, 
that  we  had  only  an  extract  from  Douro's 
dispatch  of  the  2 1  st  of  August.  Upon  the 
sttl^ct  of  desertion  we  must  observe,  that, 
as  yet,  nothing  in  the  way  of  contradiction 
has  ^een  said  of  the  two  paragraphs,  which 
I  inserted  in  my  last,  which  were  very  vvor- 
thy  of  the  attention  of  the  government ; 
&r,  surely,  it  was  of  importance  to  do 
away  the  effect  of  statements  so  outrage- 
ooily  degrading  to  the  character  of  the 

anny,  ana  of  the  nation. But,  the  great 

point  in  this  article  from  the  Moniteur  is, 
thai  it  accuse  our  Comipandcr  of  first 
"  <WWJ^  our  allies,"  and  then  of"  placing 
'' hipiBQU' mid  his  army  in  security  against 
"  otmlf . "  That  is  to  say,  of  taking  the  lead 
w  the  fl^t,  and  leaving  the  Spaniards  to 
bear  the  attacks  of  the  pursuing  French. 
This  is  the  charge  which  the  Moniteur 
pnfers  agaijcist  us  ;  and,  certain  it  is,  that 
OUT  army,  according  to  np^  Lord  Talavera's 
disp^ltches,  are  m  frmt  upon  the  retreat ; 
<M',  if  y«|ja  ^11,  ia  the  ad»amx  totoards  Por- 
^BiA.  This  is  not  to  be  denied.  We 
marched  ifipom  Talatvera  for  the  |uirpo#e  of 
n^Qi^i^g  Sanity  w,e  did  not  meet  him ;  we 
turned  Q^over  the  river ;  we  nade  anray 
for  Jporti^gaJ  ;  and  the  Spaniards  cane  in 
<Mir  lear;  tbey  l^pt  the  po&t  ncmxu  the 
4iop^.  Say  tha^  our  Viscount  was  comp^ed 
to  do  this.  I  hop^  it  will  appear  so ;  bv^, 
then,  I  aj^wer,  let  me  not  be  told  of  the 
**  militaiy  resource  "  of  the  man,  who,  not 
being  coii^elled  to  advance  into  Spain,  did 
10  aavance  as  to  esppse  himself  to  this 
CoMiulsi op.— -Besides  the  above  article, 
the  Moni^iir  contains  two  leUers,  one  that 
ef  oar  B^n  to  the  French  Commander 
in  behalf  of  his  poor  sick  and  wounded 
Idt  behii^  at  Talavera,  and  the  other,  the 

Dnke  of  Treviso's  answer  to  that  letter. 

l%ey  ougl^t  to  be  preserved  here,  espe- 
cially ai  there  is  a  passage  in  the  latter, 
which,  in  his  dispatches  home,  our  Baron 

appren  to  have  omitted. The  first.has 

1)0  dat^»  it  appears  to  have  been  sent 
op^,  addressed  to  th^  Frenqh  Comm^der 


i|i  Chief.- "  Sir  ;    The  fate  of  war  has 

*'  placed  in  your  hands  a  number  of  £iig- 
"  jish  officers  and  soldiers.  They  are 
"  brave,  and  merit  the  attention  and  regard 
"  of  those  by  whom  courage  is  valued.  I 
"  have  the  honour  to  recommend  them  to 
"  you,  and  to  request  that  you  will  permit 
"  me  to  send  to  Talavera,  for  the  purpose 
'*  of  taking  care  of  them,  some  officers, 
"  who  shall  not  be  considered  prisoners  of 
"  war,  but  be  permitted  to  return  when  the 
"  wounded  have  somewhat  recovered. — { 
*'  alsp  request  your  permission  to  transmit 
'<  the  wounded  officers  small  sums  of  mo- 
"  ney,  of  which  they  must  be  very  moch 
"  in  want — It  is  in  the  name  of  humanity 
"  I  address' these  requests  to  you,,  and  I 
"  have  even  a  right  to  make  them,  since  I 
''  have  always  paid  particular  attention  to 
"  the  French  soldiers  whom  the  chance  of 
"  war  has  rendered  my  prisoners,  and  have 
"  even  supplied  the  officers  with  money," 

This  letter  was  delivered  to  Marshal 

Mortier  (the  Duke  of  Treviso)  who  sent 
the  following  Answer,  dated  on  the  10th  of  . 

August. '*  Sir;   I  have  received  the 

"  open  letter  addressed  by  you  to  the  Com-* 
"  mander  in  Chief,  and  requesting  his  at* 
'^  tention  to  the  sick  and  wounded  whom 
'/  you  have  been  under  the  necessity  of 
"  leaving  behind  you.  They  are  treated 
*f  as  our  own  sick  and  wounded  are,  and  I 
"  have  .studied  to  give  all  possible  assist«% 
*'  ance  to  those  that  have  tollen  into  ray 
^'  hands.  These,  General,  are  debts  which 
**  two  brave  nations  owe  to  each  other. — 
"  I  shall  forward  your  letter  to  the  Com* 
"  mender  in  Chief,  who  alone  can  answea 
"  your  request  to  send  officers  to  Talavera,. 
'*  until  the  sick  and  wounded  be  somewhat. 
**  recovered.  Za  thfi  wietm  time  I  sfudl  da 
*'  n^u¥^  the  pkasure  to  supfb/  than  with  ivhal 

"  nw^eaf  thty  m^  want  J' Now/  without 

any  desire  to  impute  to  the  Baron  a  wiit'uL 
omission,  it  is  just  to  observe,  that  he  did 
Qot  (in  the  dispatch  gvoen  to  ut)  make  any 
mention  of  the  last  sentence  of  this  letter, 
and  which  sentence  was,  as  the  reader  will 
see,  a  most  important  one.  He  says,  "I  re- 
**  ceived  a  very  civil  answer  from  Marshal 
"  Mortier,  promising  that  every  possible 
"  care  should  be  taken,  and  every  atten- 
"  tion  paid  to  the  British  officers  and  sol-. 
"  diers  who  were  wounded  ;  but  stating, 
"  that  he  could  not  answer  upon  the  other 
"  demands  contained  in  my  letter,  having 
''  been  obliged  to  refer  them  to  the  Com- 
"  mander  in  Chief."  This  is  all  true,  but 
it  is  not  oil  the  truth  ^  for  Mortier  e^8». 
though  he  cannot  answer  about  the  sufl^r* 
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ing  of  our  Baron  to  send  money  to  our 
wounded  officers,  "  A^  will  do  himself  the 
"  pleasure  to  supply  them  with  what  mo- 
•'  ney  they  may  want."  This  was  very 
important  indeed,  because,  in  all  proba- 
bility, the  very  existence  of  many  of  iho 
officers  would  depend  upon  a  supply  of 
money  ;  and,  therefore,  were  it  only  for 
the  sake  of  the  relations  of  those  officers,  it 
should  not  have  been  omitted,  though  I  am 
willing  to  believe  that  the  omission  was 

not  wilful. After   readinjr   this   lefter 

of  Mortior,  and  duly  reflecting  upon  the 
situation  of  so  many  of  our  countrymen, 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  it  is  im- 
possible sufficiently  to  reprobate  the  con- 
duct of  the  hired  wretches,  who  seem,  by 
their  falsehoods  against  the  French  army 
in  Spain,  to  wish  to  whrt  their  knives  against 
rilethroats  of  the  c  unfortunate  men.  TUey 
seem  to  wish  that  all  these  poor  fellows 
may  be  cruelly  treated,  and  may  be  left 
to  rot  on  their  sick-beds,  merely  that  their 
sayings  may  be  made  good  against  those, 
whom  they  hate  only  because  they  are 

afraid  of  them. Leaving  these  wretches 

to  their  labours,  ivhich,  let  us  ho|n\  will 
not  produce  their  intended  effect,  let  us 
look  at  the  other  parts  of  this  famous  Cam- 
paij^n,  and  see  what  it  promises  us. 
**  While  these  events  occurred  on  the 
**  banlcs  of  the  Tagus,  the  4th  corps  re- 
"  turned  to  Toledo  by  the  bridge  of  that 
**  town,  and  the  division  of  Michaud  on 

*  the  same  day  forced  the  passage  of  the 
"  river  by  fording  at  Anaver  Del  Tago, 

*  which  was  defended  by  siij:  battalions 
"  and  four  squadrons  of  the  enemy.  On 
••  the  1 0th  the  troops  of  the  4-th  .corps 
"  formed  a  junction  with  the  reserve,  at 
**  Narabroca.  On.  the  same  day  gentral 
•*  Vanegas  concentrated  his  army,  30,000 
*'  strong,  at  Almonacid:  and  on  the  1  Ith, 
•*  the  King  gave  orders  to  attack  him.  An 
"  action  of  three  hours  was  sufficient  to 
**  drive  the  enemy  from  this  strong  posi- 
"  tion,  to  route  them  completely,  to  take  a 
"  gr<?at  part  of  their  artillery,  and  to  occa- 
"  bion  them  a  very  serious  loss.  The  enc- 
"  my  left  on  the  field  4,000  dead,  and  we 
"  have  made  about  4,000  prisoners.  We 
"v  have  also  taken  $5  pieces  of  artillery, 
''with  loO  powder  waggons,  and  'JOO 
"  other  waggons.  Several  standards  are 
"  among  our  trophies.  An  incredible 
'*  number  of  wounded  increase  the  loss  of 
'^  the  enemy,  who,  unable  to  re-unite,  fled 
*'  ill  every  direction." Thus  is  Vane- 
gas disposed  of.  Then  comes  an  article, 
under  the  date  of  Madrid,  I6th  of  August. 


Here  wc  see  Joseph  Napoleon  returning  in 
triumph  to  that  capital,  which  SiR  Robert 
Wilson  (good  heavens!)  was  about  to 
enter !  Really,  it  would  seem,  that  we  are 
never  again  to  hear  a  word  of  truth  \ 
What !  that  corps  whom  Ney  met 
and  made  scamper  away  into  the  moun-  j 
tains,  was  about  to  enter  Madrid  in  tht 
face  of  Victor!  Ifwe  were  only  suspected 
to  have  a  grain  erf  sense  left,  they  would 
never  attempt  to  treat  us  thus.  But,  we 
wish  to  be  deceived ;    and  they  know  it. 

«  Yesterday  at  noon  the  king  return- 

"  ed  to  this  capital,  gnder  salutes  of  artil- 
"  lery.  He  entered  on  horseback,  at  the 
*'  head  of  his  guards  and  corps  of  reserve. 
*'  His  Majesty  proceeded  to  the  church  of 
^  St.  Isidor,  to  be  present  at  the  Te  Dami. 
"  When  he  prated,  his  Majesty  descended 
"  from  his  throne.  The  church  was  full 
"  of  civil  and  military  officers,  and  com- 
*^  mon  people.  After  the  ceremony  his 
"  Majesty  proceeded,  at  the  head  of  his 
"  troops,  to  the  Palace.     In  the  evening 

"  the  town  was  hrUUantly  illuminated/' 

Oh,  aye,  to  be  sure  !  "  Brilliantfy  iUwim' 
*<  nted**  just  as  our  greai  town  will  be 
when  the  gin-drenched  rabble,  armed  with 
mud  and  brick-bats,  shall  sally  forth  at  the 
word  of  command  from  the  Jews  and 
Contractors,  and  other"  Blood-suckers,*'  as 
Lord  Chatham  used  to  call  them,  who, 
during  the  tot.  half-century,  have  preyed  ] 
upon  the  people  of  England. — ^Aye,  aye; 
a  "  iriUiant  illumination  ;*'  yes,  and  Te 
Deum  too !  All  the  sham,  all  the  cant,  all 
the  hypocrisy,  all  the  baseness,  and  all 
the  hlas)>hemy,  that  belongs  to  such  a 

transaction. ^Well,  but, come;  do  yo«, 

hirelmgs  of  the  press ;  do  you,  incompara- 
ble knaves  ;  do  you  pretend  to  say,  that, 
when  the  people  illuminate  their  houses, 
they  are  not  pleased  ?  Or,  do  you  say,  that 
they  are  pleased  ?  Take  your  choke ; 
for,  if  you  choose  the  former,  then  away 
goes  all  your  proof  of  English  loyalty 
drawn  from  such  an  act ;  and,  if  yoo 
choose  the  latter,  then  you  confess  that  the 
people  of  Madrid   love  their  new  king; 

Joseph  Napoleon. The  troth  is,  that 

the  people  have  no  will  in  the  matter.  The 
illumination  at  I^Iadrid  was  the  act  of  the 
government ;  and,  in  a  less  dire(p  way,  so 
will  it  be  in  London,  the  sensible  inhabi- 
tants of  which  will,  one  would  think,  keep 
as  close  to  iheir  houses  as  if  a  pestilence 
were  raging  in  the  sireets,  for  it  is  impossi- 
ble but  they  should  be  ashamed  to  see  one 
another's  faces  by  the  help  of  a  light  pro- 
ceeding from  such  a  caus^.'— Lot  as  hope» 
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hmverer,  that  the  king  (who  has  certainly 
ai  good  a  right  to  issue  proclamations  upon 
tiki  subject,  as  the  people  at  Lloyd's  huvc) 
wiJJ  be  advised  to  express  his  disapproba- 
tioD  of  a  measure,  not  less  insulting  to  him 
than  to  his  people.  A  Jubikc,  indeed! 
A  proposition  for  dancing  and  singing  and 
ringing  and  rejoicing,  while  the  nation  is 
weeping  over  the  scenes  at  Talavera  and 
Walcberen!  Surely  no  one  having  the 
common  feelings  of  humanity  about  him 
could  have  suggested  such  a  thing !  1 
should  like  to  know  the  name  oi  the 
individual,  who  had  the  heart  to  con- 
ceive, and  the  face  first  to  mention,  first 
(0  give  an  articulate  sound,  to  such  an 
idea.  There  are  a  hundred  reasops,  good 
tnd  solid,  why  such  a  thing  should  not  be; 
bat,  if  there  were  no  other,  the  scenes 
sow  before  us  are  quite  sufficient;  the 
Bielancholy  fate  of  so  many  of  our  coun- 
trymen, during  this  verv  campaign,  to 
say  not  a  word  of  the  efiect  which  that 
campaign  must  have  upon  the  character  of 

the  nation. But,  reasoning  of  this  sort 

makes  for  the  thing,  instead  of  against  it, 
with  those  who  have  had  the  impudence 
to  set  it  on  foot.  They  know  very  well 
how  improper,  how  Uidecent,  how  unfeel- 
ing, how  cuttingly  insolent  it  is,  towards 
the  people  of  this  country ;  but,  they  also 
know,  that  they  stand  in  need  of  some- 
thing to  produce  a  diversion  of  the  public 
mind;  they  know  well,  that  that  system 
upon  which  they  thrive,  stands  in  need  of 
tomethiog  that  shall,  for  a  while,  at  least, 
attract  the  attention  of  numbers  of  people, 
and,  which  is  a  great  point,  serve  as  a 
pretence  for  filling  up  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  public-prints  with  something 
^her  than  accounts  of  those  events,  which, 
if  oay  l&tng  andd  do  it^  would  bring  this 

hewiidered  nation  to  its  sober  senses. 

Those,  who  have  taken  the  lead  in  this 
scheme,  put  forward  great  pretensions  to 
%<%.  This  is  a  word  of  vast  use  with 
all  the  tribe.  It  was  worth  30,00()/.  at 
the  least  farthing,  to  each  of  the  Dutch 
Commissioners,  and,  perhaps,  three  or  four 
tiiaes  that  sum  to  Alexander  Davison, 
whose  loyalty  was  of  a  nature  so  exube- 
rant, that  it  brake  out  into  the  forming 
>Qd  clothing,  I  believe,  of  a  volunteer 
corps,  at  his  own  ex  pence.  I  used,  at  first, 
when  I  returned  to  England,  to  supposei 
^ilmfdUy  meant  a  real  attachment  and 
devotion  to  the  kingly  government  of  the 
««oi4try ;  but,  1  found,  in  the  course  of 
^»t  eighteeti  months,  that  a  pension,  a 
•uecure  place,  a  contract,  or  a  lucrative 


job  of  any  tort«  was  a  vivifier  of  this  at- 
tachment and  devotion. What  has  th€ 

king  to  do  in  this  scheme  ?  No  tnoi'e  thaji 
ttis  coach-horses  have.  Those,  who  have 
set  it  on  foot,  mean  him  no  compliment. 
What  they  wish  to  do  u,  fii-sl  to  advance 
their  own  piecuniary  inierests,  by  gettinj^ 
favour  with  those,  m  whose  favour  such  a 
diversion  will  operate  ;  and,  next,  they 
wish  to  contribute,  by  this  means,  to  the 
propping  up  of  that  system  upon  which 
they  thrive,  and  which  is  ruining  the  rest 

of  the  nation. Let  the  loyal  men,  who 

propose  this  Jubilee,  be  told,  that,  on  the 
day,  on  which  it  is  held,  we  shall,  in  one  ' 
respect,  at  Itast,  be  restored  to  the  situa- 
tion, in  which  we  stood  at  the  beginning 
of  the  period,  which  tht^y  mean  to  coiume- 
raoraie;  namely,  thai  tl.d  promissory  notes 
ol  the  Bjuk,  in  Thread  needle  Street,  shall 
be  paid,  on  demand,  in  coin,  bearing  the 
image  and  superscription  of  the  king.  Let 
them  be  told  this,  and  you  will  hear  them 
talk  no  more  about  a  Jubilee.  The  pre- 
mhmi  (which,  through  haste,  I,  in  my  last, 
called  discwmi)  upon  the  coin  of  the  king- 
dom, would  be  fit"  matter  for  th«e  v%  ise- 
acres  to  take  into  their  consideration ;  but, 
is  it  no  impudence  unparalleled*  while  the 
coilfi  of  the  country  has  fleJ  its  shores,  and 
while  their  own  paper  is  made  a  legal 
tender,  for  them  to  call  upon  the  wretched 

people  to  dance  and  sing  ? It  would 

be  of  great  public  utility  tor  some  one, 
who  has  the  means  of  doing  it,  to  make 
out  an  accurate  List  of  the  ivames,  places 
of  abode,  occupation,  place,  pension,  con- 
tract, job,  or  the  like,  of  every  one,  who 
has  taken,  or  shall  take,  an  active  part,  iu 
the  planning  this  thing  upon  the  public. 
Such  a  list  would  be  of  great  use.  We 
should  be  able,  from  it,  to  form  a  very 
admirable  scale  of  loyalty  ;  and,  the  day 
may  come,  when  it  would  be  of  great  use 
in  other  respects.     I  hope  such  a  list  will 

be  undertaken. The  people  of  Wummi} 

are  about  to  hold  a  Jubilee  on  the  birth« 
day  of  Napoleon.  Well,  and  why  not  ? 
Is  this  a  proof  of  his  being  hated,  then.? 
Is  this  a  proof  of  his  being  a  tyrant  f  Is 
this  a  proof  of  his  approaching  overthrow  } 
Oh,  you  hirelings,  publish  any  df  your 
brilliant  accounts  if  you  dare :  we  will  im- 
mediately publish  alongside  of  them,  the 
briliant' accounts  of  the  loyal  celebrations 
in  honour  of  the  Buonapartes,  and  we  will 
stand  our  chance  for  public  opinion.  If 
the  people  be  gulled  and  cheated  out  of 
their  tenses,  their  property*  and  their  fre 
dom,  it  shall  not  be  our 
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Jubilee  h  connected  with  the  Talavera 
Campaign  inasmuch  as  those  who  are,  the 
'  authors  of  it  were  the  authors  of  the  Fer- 
dinand War  ;  and,  when  we  contemplate 
the  retreat  of  Sir  John  Moore  and  its  dis- 
mal consequences;  when  we  contemplate 
the  miseries  then  experienced  by  our  army, 
whom  the  Duke  of  Dalmatia  was  sent  to 
throw  into  the  sea ;  when  we  contemplate 
a  fine  army  of  forty  thousand  men,  so 
harrassed,  worn  down,  so  famished,  so 
bruised .  and  emaciated,  as,  after  having 
shot  their  horses  and  left  their  sick  and 
exhausted  to  die  by  the  way,  to  come 
tumbling  on  board  of  ship  in  such  a. way 
as  for  no  man  to  know  where  bis  oiRcer 
was,  and  no  officer  his  men  ;  when  we  look 
back,  only  about  eight  months,  to  the 
manifold  miseries  of  that  army,  not  to 
mention  the  disgrace  of  being  chased,  like 
so  many  hareti,  bv  that  enemy,  whom  we 
had  boasted  of  having  humbled ;  when 
we  contemplate  these  things,  and  think  of 
the  present  situation  of  another  army,  flee- 
ing from  the  same  country,  though,  taking 
the  Spanish  army  into  the  account,  superior 
in  numbers  to  the  French  ;  when  we  con- 
template the  crowded  hospitals  at  Tala- 
vera, a  place  whence  our  general  says  he 
could  not  advance  for  want  of  provisions; 
when  we  see  him  appealing  to  the  huma- 
nity of  the  French  in  behalf  of  the  unfor- 
tunate souls  in  those  hospitals*  to  that 
humanity  which  our  hirelings  assure  us  is 
displayed  in  the  impaling  of  women  and  the 
butchering  qf  children ;  when  we  consider 
the  miseries,  the  disgraces,  the  expence. 
Id  the  poor  people  of  Spain  as  well  as  to 
us,  then. let  us  always  bear  in  mind,  that 
the  real  authors  of  this  war  were  the  fac- 
tion of  Seat  Mongers,  Jtws,  and  Contractors, 
amidst  whom  it  was  first  officially  pro- 
claimed at  the  Turtle  Dinner.  How  many 
thousands,  how  many  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands, of  innocent  people  have  suffered 
hunger ;  how  many  hundreds  of  thousands 
have  been  literally  starved  to  death,  and 
6ow  many  more  have  been  set  to  cut  each 
others  throats,  in  consequence  of  the  deci- 
sion proclaimed  at  ihsx  feast  /  When  the 
Seat-raongers,  Jews,  and  Contractors  meet 
to  guzzle  and  to  gormandize,  let  the  peo- 
ple tremble  ;  for  they  are  sure  to  pay  the 
reckoning,  and  that,  too,  at  a  most  enorm- 
ous rate.  But,  as  to  our  present  point,  let 
it  always  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  war  for 
Ferdinaiid  VII ;  that  the  war  of  the  Cmtra 
Conyention;  the  war  of  Leon  and  Galicia, 
the  war  of  the  Coninna  retreat ;  the  war  ot 
Talavera  5  let  it  be  always  remembered^ 


that  this  war  was  first  openly  proclaiiDed 
at  a  City  Turtle  Feast,  and  that  it  was  hail- 
ed by  the  ever-greedy  audience,  with  that 
sort  of  delight,  with  which  a  flock  of  kites 
and  crows  hail  the  dying  groans  of  the 
horse.  This,  I  trust,  we  shall  remember; 
and  remember,  too,  that,  at  this  horrible 
feast»  the  pensioned  poetaster,  FttzgeraM, 
recited  a  performance,  which  gave  great 
delight,  and  in  which  were  i-epresented 
as  "  cunmbats/*  tho-se  very  Freiich  gene- 
rals and  soldiers,  to  whose  humanity  and 
care  our  Lord  of  Talavera  has  committed 
so  many  of  our  sick  and  wounded  coaotry- 

men. ^I'he  fact   is,  that  we  are  now, 

and  long  have'been,  under  the  oppressive 
claws,  the  merciless  clavra,  of  those  Seat- 
mongers,  Jews,  and  Contractors.  It  is  to 
them  that'we  owe  the  war  for  Ferdinand ; 
the  war  in  Walcheren ;  the  Expedition 
after  Expedition,  in  Europe  and  out  of 
Europe  ;  and,  in  short,  to  them  we  may 
fairly  impute  all  that  mass  of  misery  am 
disgrace,  under  which  we  are  now  sotfer- 
ing.  From  them  arises  the  Jubilee  ;  and 
the  object  of  the  Jubilee  is  to  amuse,  to 
divert,  the  public  mind  ;  and,  perbapi»  it 
has  in  view  the  more  malignant  purpose 
of  reviving  the  tiistinction  of  Jacohws  and 
Anti-jacobins  by  imputing  disafiectioa,  and 
anti-royalty  principles,  to  those  who  refuse 
to  join  in  a  celebration  prqfisssed  to  be  in 
honour  of  the  king.  The  Thirtle  feast  and 
all  the  toasts  and  songs  and  cheers  and 
bellowinff  of  this  greedy  crew  wereprofcw- 
ed  to  be  m  honour  of  the  SpanisJi  Deputia; 
but,  the  taot  was,  it  was  a  settled  scheme 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  what  might  seem 
the  sanction  of  the  whole  qfthe  CkyqfU>^ 
don  to  a  war  for  Ferdinand  and  the  "  «- 
"  dent  order  <if  things;**  and  I  have  not  lbs 
smallest  doubt,  that  all  the  toasts  were 
written  out  and  discussed  in  divan  before 
hand;  and,  in  short,  that  all  ihcactott 
had  their  parts  as  much  prepared  as  have 
the  actors  in  any  dramatical  piece.  The 
senthnents  were  to  seem  to  flow  from  tbe 
hearts  of  the  people  met ;  bot,  there  is  wt 
doubt  of  the  whole  having  been  previc«»ly 
hatched  and  arranged,  down  to  the  very 

songs  and  the  number  of  cheers. ^Tfca 

crew  assembled  upon  that  occftffen,  iw 
more  spoke  the  sentiments  of  tbe  peo^ 
of  London,  of  the  City  t^I/mdan,  properly 
so  called,  than  they  spoke  my  sentimfiMi ; 
but,  this  was  the  appearance  that  the  thing 
had  to  many  of  tbe  people  tArougbout  tbt 
kingdom,  and  especially  as  alt  possible  iid 
was  given  to  the  fraud  by  the  tmly  *'  |o- 
"  femai  machine/'  \\f%*hir€UMgfrcm,  whici 
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w,  in  g^eat  part,  supported  by  the  crew. 
Tbris  it  was  that  this  nation,  as  much  in 
opposition  to  its  opinions  as  to  its  iirerest, 
wtis  plunged  into  the  war  for  "  F«rdinan(I 
"  VII,  ii^^d  the  ancient  order  of  things  in 
'*9^a!n;"  the  consequence  of  which  war 
ire  ai^  liow  lamenting^,  and  this  is  the 
moment  which  thie  Crew  chuses  for  com- 
pelling the  people  of  London  and  W^t- 
minster,  upon  pain  of  smtshery,  to  illu- 
minate their  bouses  in  sign  of  pleasure 
tod  rejoicing ! 

Walcherb?4  Expedition. — t— We  shall, 
probably,  never  hare  a  faithful  account 
of  the  lojses,  attending  this  ill-advised  nn- 
dertaking.  Some  of  the  news-papers 
state  the  nnmbcr  of  sick  at  from  12  to  17 
thousand  ;  and,  indeed,  from  the  circum- 
stance of  so  many  of  tlje  general  officers 
being  ill,  it  is  clear,  that  the  troops  must 

have  suifered  severely. ^This  part  of 

the  loss  is  very  serious  indeed,  especially 
when  wfe  consider  what  pain  must  nave  at- 
tended the  illness.  Nothing  is  so  painful 
to  think  of  as  a  military  hospiial,  under 

such  circumstances. As  to  the  Thiliioni 

of  mohey  that  the  Eicpeditfon  has  cost, 
am!  great  p^rt  oF  i^hich  has  found  its 
way  into  the  pockets  of  those,  who  were 
mosi  foud  in  their  praises  of  the  eht^r- 
pme,  ttiat  is  an  evil,  ivhich,  sooner  or 
iJrtcr,  wiH  bfing  its  ^ood;  and,  in  the 
mean  while,  the  ifratron  are  very  deserving 
of  thfe  pfecuniary  squeeze.  It  i*  quite  just. 
It  h  thus  that  its  foily  and  baseness  should 

be  punished. ^-I  pretend   to   have  no 

knowledge  whatever  of  what  might  have 
be*n  done  opon  the  Scheldt ;  but,  I  must 
c<)tafes^,  that  1  see  no  reason  for  an)/ part  of 
that  blame,  which  so  many  of  the  public 
prints  have  been  labouring  to  throw  upon 
LoW>  CnATHAM,  who,  i  wottM  venture  my 
life  npob  it,  was  not  authorize  to  stir  an 
in«h  without  orders  from  home,  being 
witMn  fbur  honre  sail  of  the  coast,  and 
within  six  hours  communicatinn  wrth 
BoMiittg-Jtre^.  If  the  thing  was  to  be, 
akid  vms  to  failj  I  should  have  preferred  its 
UAing  plate  under  h  Pitt;  but,  I  will  not 
join  in  thrtt^ng  blame  upon  a  comtnander, 

when  I  can  sefe  no  reason  fir  it. The 

l*adiiig  hireling  news-paper,  the  Mdrning 
Jrt^,  fefegsin  \!h^  attack  upon  Lord  €hat- 
Iwttii,  in  the  fWloilvirtg  |)Mn!igtraph  of  the 

2ted  matant : '*  Contrlrry  to  dur  teipec- 

"tilions  and  predictions,  fotrnded  upon 
"  the  wisdom  of  the  jJIr^Ject,  and  the  ex- 
"  teniive  m^ans  employed  te  effect  its 
''«accei«,  as  Wfell  a*  thb  information  we 
*'  iWt  in  tht  1r*it  Of  «freasit>ttftlly  receiv- 


ing from  intelligent  officers  attached  to 
the  Expedition,  it  is  with  infinite  grief 
we  understand  that  advices  were  yester- 
day received  from  Lord  Chatham,  stat- 
ing, that  from  the  uiibrmaiion  he  had 
received,  of  the  numbers  which  the  ene- 
my had  been  able  to  collect  for  the  de- 
fence of  Antwerp,  and  the  extensive  in- 
undations they  had  effected,  his  lordship, 
in  concurrence  with  the  opinion  of  the 
lieutenant-generals,  had  decided  not  to 
advance  from  South  Beveland  against 
that  city  ;  so  that  the  meditated  attack 
upon  its  arsenal,  and  the  French  fleet,  ia 
alto^gether  abandoned.  Our  readers  will 
recollect,  that  about  a  fortnight  since 
we  expressed  the  serious  apprehension* 
we  felt  in  respect  to  the  apparent  tardf- 
ness  of  the  proceedings,  and  happy 
shall  we  be  to  find  that  the  delay  in  our 
operations,  which  we  then  foresaw  would 
enable  the  enemy  to  collect  the  means 
of  opposing  an  ettectual  resistance  to  out 
fbture  efforts,  was  rendered  nnavoidable 
by  the  untoward  circumstances  under 
which  our  commanders  found  themselves 
placed.  Never  certainly  ivas  an  enter- 
prize  more  wisely  or  judiciously  planned, 
and  we  cannot  dissemble  that  it  rends  ofir 
heart  to  contemplate  its  failure  in  any 
particular,  satisfied  as  we  are  that  the 
most  ample  means  were  provided  to  en- 
sure its  complete  success.  The  most 
formidable  and  best  equipped  armament 
that  ever  sailed  from  the  shores  of  Bri- 
tairt,  was  upwards  of  a  month  In  the 
Scheldt,  and  mstead  of  its  projected 
operations  being  simultaneously  carried 
into  executiort,  the  greatest  pan  of  otri^ 
force  remained  inactive  duritigth^^hbl^ 
of  that  time  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  ^h<3^, 
from  the  nr\forturtate  dthy,  were  elitibledv 
not  only  to  collect  nunrerous  corjys  froirn 
various  quarters,  but  effectually  to  inun- 
date the  cotmtry  to  preveM  our  approach. 
The  contemplation  of  so  unexpected  ^ 
resuh,  grvetes  cfur  very  9dul ;  nor  can  ouir 
grief  be  alleviated  otherwise  than  by 
our  Comnumders  bdf^  ahk  to  give  a  stats* 
factory  expltmatim  iipott  the  subject ;— ^ 
Ihra  explanation,  vve  trust,  they  will  be 
^Ue  to  afford  ;  and  resting  upon  that 
hope,  we  shall  not  attempt  to  prejudge 
the  qaestion.  Fot  the  present,  we  de- 
rive some  ground  of  consolation  front 
the  prospect,  that  notwithstanding  the 
abandonment  of  the  enterprise  against 
the  fleet  and  arsenal  of  the  enemy, 
nreans  may  nevertheless  be  found  S6  to 
^  obstruct  the  navigation  d  the  Scheldt  ai  . 
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"  to  make  tliat  riTcr  useless  to  the  enemy. 
"  The  possession  of  Walchercn  may  ena- 
"  blc  us  to  eftect  this  great  object,  which, 
*'.if  accomplished,  would  produce  a  most 
"  important  ettect,  inasmuch  as  the  ene- 
*'  my 's  fleet  would  thereby  become  use- 
"  less,  and  in  a  great  measure  compensate 
**  for  the  failure  of  the  enterprize  against 

"  Antwerp/' Here  we  have  a  palpable 

attempt  to  throw  all,  the  blame  upon  the 
Commander,  who,  it  is  plainly  enough  as- 
serted, might  have  gone  vp  tlie  ScJteldt  with 
a  part  of  his  force,  while  the  rest  was  left 
to  take  Flushing.     This,  however,  is  bare 
assertion.      Nothing  is   offered   to   us  ii» 
support  of  it ;  either  of  the  nature  of  fact 
or  of  argument.      A  hypocritical  hireling, 
may  alFect    to   have  his    "  hemt  raided,*' 
and    to    be    ** gnded   to   his    very  soul" 
though,    like    Hudibras's   Bear,   such-  an 
animal  would  more  becomingly  complain, 
that  it    "grieved   him   to  the  guts;'*     a 
profligate  hypocrite  like  this  (one  of  those 
who  aided  in  the  suppression  of  22  docu- 
ments out  of  27)  may  affect  to  be  grieved 
at  what  has  happened,  and  may,  in  opder 
to  obtain  his  villainous   pay,  accuse  the 
Commander  by   saying,  that    our    whole 
force  remained  employed  against  Flush- 
ing, instead  of  a  part  being  sent  forward 
up  the  Scht'ldt,  w  hich  ur\fortumUe  delay  en- 
abled the  enemy  to  collect  troops  to  de- 
fend  Antwerp.       A  prostituted    hireling 
may  say  this,  but,  where  isthe/)ro(>/;>that, 
at  any  time,   it  would    have  been  safe    to 
enter  the  Scheldt  witji  an  army  ?    Lord 
Chatham,  in  one  of  his  dispatches,  states 
explicitly,  that  the  government  had  given 
him,  or,  at  least,  that  he  had  gone  from 
England  with,  false  ivformaiim  as  to  the 
state  of  Antwerp,  wiiich  instead  of  being 
defenceless,  was  in  excellent  order  for  de- 
fence; and,  are  we  not  to  believe  it  possi- 
ble, that  there  was  false  information  in 

other  respects  ? When  I  first  heard  it 

hinted,  (hat  the  armament  was  intended 
for  the  Dutch  territories,  I  could  not  help 
^xc\2^m\r\g, '*  impossible !"  I  did  not  think 
it  possible  for  any  man  to  entertain  such 
a  project;  but,  when  it  became  notorious, 
that  an  array  was  intended  to  be  sent  up 
the  Scheldt,  I  did  believe,  that,  at  last,  our 
guineas  (who  never  shew  their  faces  at 
home)  had  paved  the  way  for  us  as  far  as 
Antwerp,  and  never  could  I  have  ^rcamt 
of  any  thing  so  mad,  so  stupid,  so  sicken- 
ing, so  nauseously  foolish,  as  to  attempt 
to  get  to  Antwerp  by  force  of  amis,  I  made 
sure,  that  we  hacf  made  a  safe  bargain;  that 
the  armament  was  to  be  a   mere  measure 


of  disguise  ;  and  that  my  Lord  Chatham 
was  sent  out  for  the  express  purpose  of 
being  made  a  Marquis.  It  was  not  'till 
I  heard,  that  Monnet  (with  whom,  by 
the  bye,  our  army  appear  to  be  very 
angry)  was  pelting  us  with  his  balls,  and 
that,  too,  for  several  days,  that  I  began  to 
suspect  any  thing  of  the  real  state  of  the 
case  ;  and,  never  was  I  more  surprized  at 
any  thing  in  all  my  life  than  at  the  resist- 
ance of  Monnet,  who,  of  course,  I  looked 
upon  as  having  been  bought,  long  befiwe  a 
ship  lefl  Margate. ^To  deliver  the  Spa- 
niards seemed  a  pretty  tough  undertaking, , 
and  has  proved  to  be  such  ;  but,  to  deli- 
ver the  Dutch,  in  spite  of  their  teeth,  and 
their  snickersnees,  and  their  dykes  and 
their  fortresses,  commanded  ,by  French 
Engineers,  is,  surely,  the  maddest  thing  of 
the  two.  To  deliver  the  Dutch,  by  knock- 
ing their  brains  out,  in  the  delenceless 
island  of  VValcheren,  wjas  no  difficult  mat- 
ter, but  to  push  on,  in  the  work  of  deli- 
verance, up  the  Scheldt,  the  banks  of 
which  are  well  known  to  be  bristled  with 
fortresses,  the  best  constructed  in  Europe; 
to  lay  a  "plan"  like  this,  and  to  let  this 
plan  be  publickly  talked  ot^  for  weeks  be- 
fore the  deliverers  sailed!  .  .  .  •  h 
is  impossible  to  find  words  wherein  fidy 

to  express  one's  contempt  of  it, This 

precious  plan,  too,  was,  it  is  said,  hatched 
by  the  Crew  of  Jews  and  Contractors; 
or,  at  least,  that  the  intelligence,  whence 
the  plan  originated,  came,  through  some  of 
them,  from  their  Dutch  Jew  correspond- 
ents, who  wished  to  have  a  share,  doubt- 
less, in  the  guineas  and  dollars  that  such 
an  attempt  at  deliverance  would  cause  to 
be  squandered.  This  Crew  i^  our  bane. 
Such  expeditions  are  what  they  love,  be- 
cause they  bring  them  profit.  They  love 
war  generally,  because  it  brings  contracts 
and  jobs;  but  they  are  particularly  fond 
of  this  expedition  sort  of  war  ;  these  sud- 
den armaments ;  these  excuses  for  paying 
them  enormous  sums  of  the  public  mo- 
ney ;  for  enriching  them  at  the  cxpence 
of   all  those   who    labour  or  who  have 

estates Still,  however,  it  hthenatiatCt 

fault.  There  were  not  a  few  amongst  us, 
who  were  foolish  enough  to  believe,  or 
base  enough  to  pretend  to  believe,  that  the 
Dutch  were  waiting  with  anxiety  tor  the 
arrival  of  our  armament ;  that  they  were 
ready  to  .throw  themselves  into  our  arms; 
that  they  did  so  hate  Louis  Napoleon,  and 
were  50  eager  to  get  rid  of  his  **  yoke.'* 
Instead  of  this,  our  armament  found  the 
Dutch  very  well  disposed  to  cut  our  tbroa^s 
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with  their  long  pointed  knives,  called 
snickersnees.  In  short,  every  thing,  which 
was  told  us  upon  the  subject,  was  false, 
and,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  that  lord 
Chatham  was  deceived  as  completely  as 

the  nation  was. It   is,   besides,  to   be 

observed,  thai  the  fever,  wiuLh  has  created 
more  discontent  than  cvrry  uthei*  mishap 
beloD^mg  10  the  expedition,  is  not  be  im- 
puted to  the  commaiider ;  but,  it  may  be, 
to  the  planners  ol'  the  enlerpriae  ;  because 
they  ought  to  have  known  what  son  of 
climate  they  were  sendmg  the  troops  to. 

, It  is>  perhaps,  of  litiie  consequence, 

just  at  this  time,  on  whose  head  the  blame 
may  alight  ;  but,  I  think  it  is  for  the  pub- 
lic good>  that  people  should  not  be  in- 
duced, without  sufficient  reason,  to  throw 
the  blame  upon  tord  Chatham,  who,  as 
far  as  I  can  see,  if  he  had  been  another 
Marlborough,  could  not  have  done  nmch 
more  than  he  did ;  and,  there  is  this  fur- 
ther evil  attending  blame  wrongfully 
thrown  upon  him,  that  it  tends  to  screen 
those,  to  whom,  as  suggesters  and  planners 
and  targers  and  hallooers,  the  blame  is  really 
due. 

Jacobin  Guineas. The  phrase  *' dis- 
count upon  guineas,"  in  my  article  upon  the 
subject  (page  377)  was  used  in  a  hurry, 
instead  of  "  dlacoimt  upon  bank  notes  in  ex- 
change  for  guineas,^* — 1  am  pleased  to  see, 
that  the  philosopher,  in  the  Morning  Chro- 
nick,  and  his  opponent,  in  some  publica- 
tion not  named  by  the  Chronicle,  seem 
disposed  to  keep  up  their  controversy; 
because  1  am  quite  sure,  from  what  they 
have  already  done,   that  they  will  do  a 

great  deal  of  good. Twenty  thousand  of 

these  Jacobins  were,  the  news-papers  tell 
us,  apprehended,  the  other  day,  by  the 
police-officers,  in  a  vessel  upon  the  Thames, 
whence  they  were  just  about  to  set  sail  to  . 
the  continent,  and,  in  all  likelihood,  to 
Holland  or  France.  But,  alas !  it  is  in 
▼atn  to  endeavour  to  stop  them  by  coercive 
measures.  They  will  go  any  whither, 
rather  than  remain  here  to  circulate  in 
company  with  the  Thread-needle  street 
money.  Besides,  what  should  they  be  kept 
hen  fosf  They  have  in  them  a  real  va- 
lie ;  and,.what  should  they  remain  here 
for,  while  we  have  so  many  shops  for  the 
liaking  of  money,  which  has  in  itself  na 
rttd  valm  at  out  — ^It  is  folly  su- 
preme to  suppose,  that,  in  the  present 
state  of  things,  the  guineas  will  remain  in 
England.  Suppose  1  had  ten  thousand  of 
them,  I  should  let  them  go  with  persons 
who  wanted  to  carry  money  abroad,  be- 


cause these  persons  would  give  me,  per- 
haps, eleven  thousand  pounds,  in  paper- 
money,  lor  them,  is  there  any  law  against 
ihe  einigration  of  guineas?  Oh,  no!  It 
is  nonsense  to  t»lk  of  it,  while,  if  any  one 
will  go  to  Porismouth,  or  Plymouth,  when 
a  fltet  of  men  of  war  is  going  out,  he  will 
see  a  couple  of  hundred  of  subaltern 
blood-suckers,  who  wear  long  beards,  that 
rhey  may  pass  for  Jews,  sellmg  guineas  to 
the  sailors  at  a  price  much  higher  than  they 
have  ever  yet  fetched  in  Smithfield  mar- 
ket, and,  by  the  means  of  which  traffic, 
the  poor  fellows  hse  a  very  considerable poT'- 
tian  of  their  pay.  This  is  a  very  serious 
evil,  and  one,  a tnongst  thousands  of  others, 
that  we  owe   to  the    terrible  system  of 

paper-money. One  of  the  wise  men, 

who  arc  writing  upon  the  subject,  in  the 
news-papers  aforementioned,  says,  that  it 
is  not  the  paper  which  has  depreciated,  but 
the  guinea  which  has  risen,  in  value. 
What  a  wise  man  !  What  a  philosopher! 
So,  because  we  can  still  get  a  loaf,  at  some 
rate  or  other,  for  the  Thread-needle  street 
money,  that  money  has  no/  depreciated ;  be- 
cause i^  is  not  completely  blown  away,  it 
is  as  good  as  it  ever  was  !  But,  wise  man, 
you  should  bear  in  mind,  that  the  value  is 
relative  and  not  positive,  and  that,  if  the 
paper-money  be  not  worth  so  much,  in  re- 
lation to  the  guinea,  as  it  used  to  be,  the 
paper-money  has  depreciated.  The  guinea 
is  the  standard  ;  it  is  the  touchstone;  and, 
if  the  paper-money  will  not  bear  its  touch, 
it  is  become  debased.— -To  a  certean 
point  the  guinea  wili  sink  with  the  paper,  but 
it  will  go  no  &rtber.  Whether  it  has  al- 
ready reached  that  point,  I  am  not  certain^ 
1  do  not  think  iihzB  generally  dioA  decidedly  ; 
because,  if  it  had,  we  should  see  more  gid" 
ncas ;  and  we  should  hear  bargains  openly 
made,  making  a  distinction  between  prices 
in  gold  and  prices  in  paper.  The  guineas 
disappear  now  only  because  things  are 
not  generally  come  to  this  pass ;  because 
they  have  not  their  just  value  given  them 
in  our  bargains :  because  they  are  insulted 
by  the  continual  attempts  which  igno- 
rance is  making  to  keep  them  upon  an  ' 
equality  with  old  rags  mashed  and  printed 
into  money.  When  they  once  come  to  be 
treated  with  proper  respect  and  deference,  ' 
they  will,  as  the  gold  did  in  America  and 
France,  re-appear  in  Sundance.  At 
present  they  are  gone,  and  appear  to  be 
fast  going,  upon  their  trarels  ;  but,  it  if 
surprizing  how  quickly  thev  will  flock 
back  a^in,  when  once  they  nnd  us  gene-  : 
rally  disposed  to  treat  them  with  becoming 
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diBtinction.*— One  of  the  philosophers, 
above  referred  to,  has  a  remark,  that  |>aper 
is  as  good  as  gold,  as  long  as  people  have 
confidence  in  it ;  aye,  sure  :  and,  with  the 
same  proviso,  hairs  out  of  a  Hanoverian's 
vrhiskers  are  as  good  as  paper.  But^  the 
fact  is,  that  there  are  events,  nay,  mere  ru- 
mours of  events,  arising  from  within  or 
coming  from  without,  any  one  of  which 
would  iestrmf  that  confidence  in  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye;  and  would,  of  course,  annihilate 
the  paper-money ;  but  no  event,  of  any 
sort,  however  dreadtul  or  calamitous,  could 
either  destroy,  or  lessen  the  value  ot^ 
Ifold  and  silver;  but^  on  the  contrary, 
would,  and  most  enhance  their  value; 
because  it  must  be  clear  to  every  one, 
that,  if  the  paper-money  were  annihilated^ 
the  guinea,  which  wilTnow  purchase  only 
about  five  pecks  of  wheat,  would  purchase, 
perhaps,  three  bushels,  as  it  did  pt-evious 

to    Pitt's   administration. There  is   a 

passage  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of 
Wedhesday,  in  a  letter  signed  R>  which 
passage  I  shall  here  insert,  as  well  worthy 

of  notice,  particularly  by  my  readers. 

"  The  severity  of  fA^  law,  against  the  ex- 
"  portation  of  gold  coin,  prevents  any  one 
'*  from  opfcniy  selling  bank-notes  at  a  dis- 
'*  count;  not  from  any  delicacy,  as  your 
"  correspondent  supposes  me  to  say, 
'*  against  doing  an  immoral  or  an  unlawuil 
''act,  but  from  the  tear,  that,  an  it  is  known 
<',th«t  no  one  can  purchase  giiineas,  kit 
".  tlffith  a  vieo!  to  exportation^  he  would  be- 
"  eotne  an  object  of  5U8picion,-^he  would 
'*  be  watched,  and  unable  to  t^^tt  his  pnr^ 
<«  ^se.  Kepiial  the  Ia«v,  aiid  what  can 
*Vprcvent  an  ouncis  of  standarti  gold  in 
"  gtrinteas  t)mm  selling  a»  as  good  d  prite 
•'  as  an  ounce  (f  rortagal  coM,  when  it  is 
'<  known  to  be  rather  superior  to  it  in 
•*  purity  ?  And  if  an  ^xmte  of  standard 
«'.goW^  in  guineas,  vrouM  sfsU  in  the 
"  market  (as  Portugal  coiti  has  lately  dwie) 
"at  4/.  I'Ss.  per 02.  kko  kmg  tootdd'a  ^iop- 
"  hu^  seU  kis  goods  at  tht  skmie  prke  either 
"Jbr  gM  «r  bmdc  nates  tkdifbrentfy  f  The 
<'  penaldet  of  the  law,  theilstbre,  have 
**  tiegraded  the  few  guintas  iih  ciretdmian 
*'  to  the  tahte  qf  tke  bank-nates,  but  send 
*'  tlieiii  edntrad^wiA  they  will  purchase  eat- 
**  actiy  what  an  eqtrai  <)uantity  of  )\yr- 

"  tagal  twin  ^ili." ^Thris  latter  part  of 

the  paragraph  says  what  I  said  about  i^ur 
yciirs  ago,  and  fbr  saying  which  Mr.  Sheri- 
dah  attacked  the  by  name  rn  ttie  Hntiite  ttf 
CuiAihons,  wbile^  "  ota  of  lioo^s,"  1  was 
iMavHed,  by  the  whole  gang  of  hireKngtr, 
at  •  wretch  tftiai  aimed  a  blo#  at  ttie  Vitali 
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of  my  country.  Now,  Ma.  Pebry,  pray 
show  me,  what  right  you  have  to  publish 

8U(  h  truths,  any  more  than  I  had. ^To 

be  sure,  if  the  guinea  be  "  degraded**  no 
matter  from  what  cause,  it  will  not  stat. 
It  will  go  abroad,  because  it  cantiot  get  its 
value  at  home.  I  am  rather  pleased  at 
seeing  the  pnssage,*becai»e  it  has  actuiilly 
reached  me  since  I  wrote  down  to  ihe?ery 
sentence,  with  which  I  have  introduced  it 
I  am  pleased  at  it,  because  it  is  a  proof, 
that  there  is  a  right  way  of  thinking  arising 
amongst  us,  as  to  this  important  nidtter, 
and  because  it  aftbrds  room  to  hope,  that 
the  grand  delusion  is  fast  drawing  tea 

close. ^This  writer,  however,   has  bi§ 

rtrtiedy,  for  which  I  am  sorry,  because  ht 
aids  the  delusion.  He  has  a  notion,  that, 
hy  diminishing  the  quantity  qf  bank  notes, 
you  wouM  raise  their  value,  atid  so  brins; 
back  the  gold.  But,  admitting  that  such 
would  be  the  effect,  would  the  cm^eprodHce 

no  other  effect  f Let  us  hear  his  oyrtx 

words : "This  is  the  temptation  totheifr 

"  exportation,  and  operates  the  same  ts  a 
**  demand  from  abroad.  Our  currency  is 
'*  already  superfluous,  and  it  is  worse  than 
'*  useless  to  retain  the  guineas  here.  But 
"  diminish  the  currency  by  calling  in  the 
"  excess  (^  bank-notes :  make  a  partial  void, 
"  as  your  correspondent  justly  observes 
*'  was  done  in  France  and  other  coontTtes, 
"  from  the  annihilation  qf  their  paper-credHt 
"  and  what  can  prevent  the  elleciuil  it" 
"  mand  ^hich  would  thereby  be  immedi- 
"  ately  created^  from  producmg  mi  w^- 
"  tation  qf  gold,  and  consequently  t  fc- 

"  voorable  exchange  ?" ^I'he  oflkr^ 

which  tbisdiminution would  produce wouU 
be  this  :  that,  rite  country  wofidd  have  to  fttj 
nmch  more  than  it  n)ovo  pays  to  thefwid-hoideri. 
Diminish  thlft  quantity  of  circulating  ftc* 
djum,  and  you  add  to  the  n»h)e  of  #1*' 
remains;  Sb  that  the  fund -holder,  wh6 
now  receives;  in  tbte  nOtm  X)i  21  pmad  h 
nu)Bty,  about  15  quartem4oaves  ftt)m  tN 
tax-pay«ts  in  general,  tvonM,  in  thatsilW 
poumf,  tfeceive  20  or  30  qtiartern-lotttt. 
Oh,  no !  Thwe  cart  be  no  dimnaion  df  U* 
qtiarttity  of  piper,  Mlvith^oirt  the  contwry* 
moat  inci^ati)  #if  h  the  quantity  «f  ^ 
taxet,  and  which,  of  coarse,  imisl  go  <» 
depreeiatinrif  in  vtAxit  inA'itMxtgtht ptM^ 
oM  qfiis  sodety,  until  lihe  day  comes,  when 
that  *'  poj^ied  v6id"  in  the  currwcy,  ^ 
which  this  writer  ope^ku,  shall  tak^  pHett* 
I  do  wc^  f  Mftwt,  however,  coflli&ss,  v«ry 
tkoHy  comprehend  wliat  i«  meant  bf 
the  word  "  partial,**  as  Iftre  apt)lW» 
Ht   fi^ealit  of  '•  'making  a  parM  f(M^ 
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f  as  was  done  in  France  and  other  coah- 
"  tries,    from  the  ANNIHILATION    of 

*'  their  paper-credit." Zooks  !    a  voyi 

indeed  this  would  make  ;  but,  very  for 
from  being  pariiaL,  1  think.  1  will  not, 
howerer,  quarrel  with  the  rfame:  give  me 
but  the  ihmg,  and  T  care  not  how  jou 

name  it« ^But,  is  it  not  odd,  that  this 

writer  should  think  of  efiecttng,  by  the 
means  of  a  dindmuUn  in  the  amount  of  the 
bank  notes,  that  which,  in  France,  it  re- 
qqired-an  anhih^ation  of  paper-money  to 
effect  ?  As  an  argument  of  analogy  this  is 
certaiAly  very  deficient^  and  that,  too,  in 

the  moit  essential  point. It  is  inipossi- 

bl«  to  look  at  the  state  of  the  paper-money, 
and  to  consider  tts  connection  with  what 
it  called  the  funds,  or  the  stocks,  f^ithout  feel- 
ing an   arntious  d^ire   to    warn  people 
agMBSt  the  danger,  nay,  the  ruin,  to  which, 
from  a  misontUrstanding  of  the  matter, 
■uiny  of  them>  with  the  best  tntentions, 
ans  daily  exposing  themselves,  and  many 
more  of  them  are  daily  exposing  their  chil- 
dren.— —When  Pitt  first  became  minister, 
a  person,  who  received  5  pounds  a  year 
interest  upon  a  certain  quantity  of  stock. 
Could  buy  about  two  Imndred  gtuonm  loaves 
with  it ;    but,  that  same  person,  with  the 
same  interest,  upon  the  same  stock,  can 
now  buy  only  about  seventy  fat  ijmrtem 
loaves^  Thus  that  person's  income  has  sunk 
in  reality,  in  the  proportion  of  from  20()  to 
75,  thpugh  it  is  nominally  the  same.     And, 
indeed,  we  daily  witnasa  the  melancholy 
eflects  of  this  depreciathig  power  of  paper- 
money,  not  payable   in   gold  or  silver. 
That  the  thing  will  go  on  thus,  there  can 
be  no  doubt.     Ought  not  fathers  and  mo- 
thers, therefore,  to  reflect  well,  befo^ie  Ihtey 
provide  for  thbir  children's  futtkre  support 
by  vesting  property  in  what  \k  calleo  the 
Jinds,  or,  by  some,  the  stocks  f  There  are 
Aomerons  persons^  whose  incbme  arises 
from  this  source,  wh^tie  the  kindness  of 
Wents  hUs  placed  il  by  way  of  sectacity ; 
wrt,  sarely,  living  piirents  ought  to  take 
waVfiing  irorra  thte  fate  of  those  children, 
#ho«8  Hsfthfles  wette  vested  in  the  fuhds 
ftttly  a  few  yeare  ago,  and  many  of  whoto, 
abti  then   to  keep  their  carriages  upon 
tbeir    i^ofnes,  are    nbw    scarcely  '  ablte 
to  keep  a  single  servant  of  Any  sott  or 
size.    Bat,  this  is  not  all.     It  is  not  a  re- 
gfifwr  ^muat  diminution  fffijrttdie  only  thai 
wch  paretits  ous(ht  to  drrad,  in  behalf  of 
their  ehitdren  (which,  however,  no  parent 
hM  a  right  to  bequeath  to  hH  child) ;  there 
i*  the  further  danger  of  a  total  amtihitmioH 
of  ^fbrtme ;  Ibr,  ih4  ftfct  I*,  ItWit  tUcfdn^ 


are  the  bahk  notes,  and  the  bank  notes  an  the 
funds.  From  every  person,  who  is  possessed 
of  a  stock  certificate,  the  government  has, 
directly  or  indirectly,  borrowed  so  much 
money.  Well,  what  does  it  give  as  a  se^ 
curity  for  the  payment  of  tSe  interest? 
Why,  this  same  certificate.  Weli,  lind  of 
what  use  is  the  certificate  ?  Why,  it  ena- 
bles the  bolder  of  it  to  go  and  dra^tbe  in- 
terest. Well,  and  whither  does  he  go  to 
get  the  interest  ?  Why,  to  the  bank  in 
Threadneedle  street.  Well,  sind  what  sort 
of  money  is  he  paid  the  interest  in  ^  Why, 

the  paper-money,  printed  €if  thai  place. 

Well,  then,  is  not  here  the  whole  thing 
complete  ?  And,  if  any  event  were  to  de- 
stroy the  paper  moncy^  would  not  the  cer- 
tificate of  such  stock-hokJer  be  worth  less 
than  the  bit  of  paper  upon  which  I  am  now 

writing  } Fathers   and    mothers  ;   all 

those  who  hare  fortunes  to  leave;  all  those 
who  have  provision  to  make  for  children* 
relations,  or  (riendi,  should  duly  consider 
these  thinjj.<.^ For  the  same  reason,  peo- 
ple should  avoid  ammiiies  as  moch  aA  pos- 
sible, the  nominal  amount  being  always  tlia 
same>  in  such'tases>  whatever  may  be  the 
depreciation  in  the  real  value,  if,  for  in- 
stance, an  annuity  were  novv  granted  of  a 
hundred  a  year,  in  twenty  years  timtt 
(things  proceeding  as  they  have  done)  it 
would  not  be  wonh  above  forty  pounds  a 
year.  The  lif^  insurance  offices  must  gain 
nnniens^ly  from  this  caiisc.  In  this  case, 
iiideed,  and  in  th^  case  of  a  grattt  ot*  settle- 
roeht  upon  privaie  property,  the  chanced 
may  be  siia  to  bfe  reciprocal ;  bectu^, 
though  the  pap^-mo^ey  be  akmihilatedy 
and  money,  of  cotirfci?,  au^ented  in  Vala^, 
th^  annuity  Atust  ii\\\  be  paid  in  its  nomi- 
nal aniount.  I  tnu^t  confess,  howeve)*^ 
that  I  do  not  think,  that  this  couJH  be,il^nd> 
if  it  could,  it  ought  hot;  for,  certainly 
thie  party  granting  or  MtHhg  nfiever 
c&M  coaAt  up6A  any  ^ch  change^  if 
he  bad,  it  is  cfear  he  would  have  prbvidleii 
against  it  Itl  this  cdbe,  therefor)&>  of  alft 
atihHiilatlon  of  th6  paper^money,  ihfe  lA^ 
mtlst  come  Atld  fix  upon  a  mode  of  doin^ 
jiji^tfce  b^tWe^  the  aiinuHant  ftnd  x\^ 
party  #tiD  had  to  pny  the  annuity.  ThiS, 
itoo,  must  be  the  c^'^e  With  re^p^cl  to  fMk 
and  other  payittehl^,  arising  ft-om  con- 
tractSs  of  a  similar  nature.  Nor,  can  I 
hel^  thinking,  that  very  great  injustice 
was  done  to  landlords,  mortgagees,  and 
others,  hatbig  permanent  nominal  de- 
mands upon  real  piy)ipetty  ;  1  Qgnnot  help 
thinkin<r,  that  great  injustice  Wah  done  td 
thefm^  When  th«  Act  ]^ai^  jg^^^  ^  prdt^ct 


407] 


POUTICAL  ftEGlSTliR.— Lrt/rr  to  Mn  JVhubrcad. 


t4lB 


the  Bank  in  Thread-needle  street,  against 
those,  who  demanded,  oi*  might  demand^ 

fM  in  exchange  for  its  promissory  notes, 
his  act  produced  a  depreciation  of  mo- 
ney, which  has  ever  since  been  Roing 
regularly  on.  Of  course,  the  landlord, 
who  had  then  let  a  farm  for  a  knndred 
pounds  a  year,  now  gets  less  for  it  than  he 
then  did.  The  fact  is,  that,  though  nomi- 
nally  the  same,  the  real  amount  is  not  now 
above  two  thirds  of  what  it  was  then.  So 
that,  this  act  of  protection  for  the  l^read- 
oeedle  street  Bank,  did,  in  reality,  pro- 
duce a  violation  of  the  contract  between  the 
landlord  and  the  tenant,  to  the  very  great 
injury  of  the  farmer,  and,  if  he  let  a  21 
year's  lease,  to  something  very  little  short 
of  his  ruin.  This  act  ought  to  have  pro- 
tided  for  tlie  due  fulfilment  of  all  co;i- 
trocts  then  existing,  by  enabling  the 
claimant  parties  to  demandpayment  in  gold 
which  they  cannot  now  do,  or,  at  Itast,  they 
cannot  legally  a^force  their  demand,  in  the 
same  way  as  they  could  have  done  be- 
fore that  act  was  passed. Here  again 

it  may  be  said,  that  the  chances  are  reci- 
procal; but,  no;  for,  depend  upon  it, 
that  if  the  value  of  money  was  to  take  so 
tudden  a  rise  (as  it  inevitably  would  upon 
an  annihilation  of  the  paper-monev)  as  to 
sink  wheat  from  30/.  to  10/.  a  load,  a  law 
would  be  passed,  and  a  law,  indeed, 
must  be  passed,  to  restore  leases  to  the 
spirit  of  their  covenants.  For  these  rea- 
sons, all  those  who  have  lands  to  let, 
and  who  think  it  beneficial  to  let  leases 
for  any  number  of  years,  should  fol- 
low the  example  of  Lord  Malmsbury, 
who  (I  am  told  so,  at  least),  lets  all  his 
lands  upon  a  corn-rent ;  that  is  to  say,  he- 
covenants  to  receive  in  each  year,  the 
market  price,  qfthat  year,  (f$o  many  quarters 
ef  wheat,  for  each  farm.  Nothing  can  be 
more  fair  or  satisfactory  than  this  mode  to 
both  parties.  Neither,  as  far  as  this  trans* 
action  between  them  goes,  need  care  what 
is  the  price  of  wheat,  or  what  the  state  of 
the  currency.  The  one  is  sure  to  receive 
the  real  amount  of  his  rent,  and  the  other 
to  pay  no  more  than  the  real  amount  of  it, 
from  the  one  end  of  the  lease  to  the  other. 
And,  there  is  this  peculiar  excellence  in 
it,  that  the  amount  which  the  tenant  has 
to  pay  must  always  keep  an  exact  propor- 
tion to  his  means  of  paying ;  and,  on  the 
side  of  the  landlord,  in  dear  years  he  re* 
ceiv«s  more,  in  cheap  years  less ;  so  that 
even  his  income  too  is  proportioned  to  his 

necessary  *expenditure. $o   much  for 

Jacobm  Guineas,    Th«!y  have  led  us  into 


a  long  string  of  desultory  remarks,  wbicb, 
however,  must,  on^  of  these  days,  become 
interesting  to  every  soul  in  the  kingdom. 

As  to  the  *•  rcmediesi*  for  depreciation, 

for  the  buying  up  and  exportiug  of 
guineas,  they  are  ail  imaginary.  There 
i^  no  remedy.  Tlie  thing  must  go  on,  and 
will  go  on,  as  irresistibly  as  the  bilU  of 
mortality ;  and,  1  should  think,  that  to 
convince  any  one  that  no  diminution  m 
the  quantity  of  the  Bank  note^  can  take 
place,  it  is  only  necessary  to  point  out, 
that  one  effect  of  such  diminution  would  be 
to  augment  the  real  asnount  qf  tite  taxes,  wad 
paid  to  the  fund-holders,  unless,  indeed,  suck 
person  supposes,  that  the  nation  has  not 
yet  got  taxes  enough  to  pay. 

The  Whigs  are  all  alive,  apparently, 
upon  the  prospect  of  some  change  in  the 
ministry.  I  can  say  nothing  new  upon  the 
subject,  and  shall  only  repeat  my  wish, 
that  no  change  whateoer  may  take  place, 

W-.  COBBETT. 

Botley,  Thursday,  21  Sept.  1809. 


TO 
SAMUEL  WHITBREAD,  Eso.  M.P. 

*^  Qaand  les  sauvagcs  de  la  Louisiane  rculeot 
"  aroif  du  fniit,  ils  coupent  I'arbi-e  aii  pied  et. 
'*  caeillent  le  fruit.  Voi:4  le  gourernemeot  despo- 
"  tiqiie.»*  MoKTBiauiii'. 

"  In  quo  lapfii  consuetodo  deflexH  de  via,  kq- 
"  simque  eo  deducta  est,  ut  honestatem  ab  utiKtate 
'*  (eceraens  et  coustitncret,  houestum  esse  alkpnd, 
*'  quod  utile  uoa  essot,  et  utile,  quod  ooii  bonestum: 
^  qua  nulla  pernlcies  major  hominum  v'tim  poluit 
'*  aflGsrri."  Cic.  db  Orp.  Lib.  ii.  Cap^  3. 

Sib; 
1  address  this  Letter  to  you,  because  I 
entertain  a  very  high  opinion  of  your 
talents,  and  give  you  credit  for  as  much 
rectitude  and  consistency  in  your  political 
conduct,  as,  in  my  opinion,  most  of  our 
legislators  can  fairly  lay  claim  to.  Witii 
respect  to  your  private  character,  I  hafc 
heard  it  well,  and  never  ill,  spoken  of. 
This  with  me  is  an  important  considera- 
tion, in  estimating  the  patriotic  professions 
of  any  public  man.  I  shall,  therefore, 
venture  to  assume,  that  you  are  not  vulner- 
able in  the  latter,  or,  1  think,  the  patriot- 
ism of  our  friend  John  Bowles  would 
not  have  with-held  from  the  public  the 
benefit  of  exposure.  We  all  recollect  his 
laudable  industry,  in  collecting  anecdotes 
of  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford,  in  which  bis 
zeal  was  not  the  less  conspicuous,  because 
he  happened  to  be  too  much  in  baste  to 
ascertain  the  tmth  of^what  heTpublished, 
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aiid  therefore  propagated  scandal  founded 
on  positive  falsehood. 

The  cause  I  now  write  to  you,  is  my 
happening  to  see  your  name  mentioned  in 
the  preface  of  a  pamphlet,  which  the  lac- 
quies  of  the  Treasury  are  circulating  with 
prodigious  activity,  under  the  title  of 
•*  Elements  of  Reforro,.by  Wm.  Cobbelt ;" 
this  work  consisting,  as  no  doubt,  you 
know,  of  quotations  from  liis  former,  and 
intended  to  counteract  the  effect  of  his 
present,  writings.  This  is  a  wretched 
miserable  attempt  at  delusion ;  for  what 
can  be  so  ridiculous,  as  to  oppose  self- 
evident" truths,  such  as  nine-tenths  of  the 
nation  now  feel  an  entire  conviction  of, 

^  by  what  either  Mr.  Cobbett,  or  any  other 
person,  formerly  said,  or  thought  about 
them  ?  What  an  opinion  these  impostors 
must  have  of  the  understanding  of  those 
that  they  expect  to  delude  by  such  despi- 
cable means !  !  But,  be  their  opinion  of 
them  what  it  may,  it  tertainJy  is  quite 
favoorable  enough,  if  they-can  find  heads 
•0  shallow,  as  to  become  the  dupes  of  this 
trick.  In  the  preface,  to  which  I  have 
adverted,  you  will  perceive  the  honour- 
thle  mention  made  of  your  recent  politi- 

'  cal  conduct,  which,  it  appears,  has  so 
dreadfully  alarmed  and  offended  the  whole 
venal  tribe,  that  yon  are  denounced,  or' 
radier  "stand  convicted"  of  all  crimes 
united  in  one ;  that  of  associating  with 
inch  men  as  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and  some 
others  of  the  same  stamp.  What,  Sir, 
will  you  go  so  desperate  a  length,  as  to 
identifv  yourself,  regardless  of  all  party, 
^  selfish  views,  witn  those  who,  like  Sir 
Francis,  have  pursued  an  undeviatmg  line 
of  public  duty,  actuated  alone  by  an  in- 
flexible attachment  to  the  true  princi- 
ples of  the  British  Connittition  ?  If  you 
nave  so  made  up  your  mind,  I  congra- 
tulate you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart ; 
for  I  clo  not  think  you  can  better  evince 
your  probity,  certainly  not,  the  sound- 
ness of  your  discretion ;  for  unless  I  most 
amazingly  mistake  the  fearful  signs  of 
the  times  in  which  we  live,  it  is  only 
common  sense  for  men,  situated  as  you 
are,  to  afford,  while  they  have  an  oppor- 
taoity  of  doing  so,  the  most  unequivocal 
demonstrations  of  patriotism.  When  the 
crisis  which  evidently  is  approaching,  ar- 
rives (and  which  may  be  as  sudden,  as  it 
is  inevitable,)  I  should  not  choose  to  be 
in  the  number  of  the  mock-patriots,  who 
Will  have  to  face  the  resentment  of  an  in- 
dignant injnfed  nation.  Perhaps  I  shall  be 
wd  this  ig  laDguage  calculated  to  mflame 


the  public  miud.  My  talents  are  not  of 
that  order,  as  to  effect  any  such  mighty 
achievements.  But,  Sir,  if  the  causes  of 
discontent  were  either  few,  or  unsubstan- 
tial in  their  nature,  1  should  defy  any  lan- 
guage however  forcible,*  any  eloquence 
however  brilliant,  indeed  I  should  com- 
pletely defy  the  united  artillery  of  the 
Press  and  of  the  Forum,  to  excite  any  thing 
l^ke  serious  commotion,  or  even  disaffec- 
tion in  the  British  nation.  What  do  you, 
or  can  any  rational  man  suppose,  is  the 
cause  that  the  popularity  of  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  is  steadily  increasing,  among  all 
ranks  in  this  country,  opposed  as  he  uni- 
formly has  been,  by  all  the  opprobrium 
and  misrepresentation  that^  enraged  ve- 
nality and  corruption  can  possibly  assail 
him  with  }  Sir  Francis  might  as  'well 
preach  to  the  winds,  if  the  melancholy 
evils  he  so  feelingly  deplores,  and  earnest- 
ly labours  to  avert  from  the*  country,  had 
not  found  their  way  to  E'jglishmen  s  fire- 
sides. Perhaps  it  is  quite  superfluous  for 
me,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  offer  any 
n«w  argument  on  the  momentous  subject 
of  Parliamentary  Reform.  So  long,  how- 
ever, as  common  sense  and  common  ho- 
nesty, have  any  thing  to  do  with  human 
institutions,  I  cannot  help  believing  that 
the  plain  English  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
will  be  much  better  understood  than  the 
metaphysical  subtleties  of  Mr.  Windham. 
If  the  latter  gentleman  really  does  consi- 
der, as  he  is  reported  to  have  expressed 
himself,  that  those  who  are  asking  for  Re- 
form, are  either  "  dupes  or  knaves,"  what 
mtrst  be  thought  of  the  debased  condition 
of  human  nature ;  what,  in  particular,  of 
the  state  of  society  and  morals  in  this 
country  ;  when  it  is  contended  that  po- 
litical turpitude,  that  detected  fraud, 
rapine  ana  corruption  in  every  depart- 
ment, civil  and  military,  had  better  re- 
main with  impunity,  than  to  risk  a  pr^- 
tical  recurrence  to  those  principles,  upon 
which,  all  the  best  authorities  nave  uni- 
formly maintained,  that,  both  the  safety 
and  splendour  of  the  monarchy,  as  well 
a^  the  liberties  and  prosperity  of  the 
people,  essentially  rt^st  ?  Surely  it  is  too 
much  to  expect  the  acquiescence  of  the 
peopfe  in  a  state  of  things,  which  is  at 
open  war  with  the  immutable  principles 
of  truth  and  justice  ;  which  is  as  vicious  in 
practice,  as  it  is  in  theory  ;  which  is 
directly  subversive  of  tWe  foundation  of 
parliament ;  which,  in  short,  is  calcubtcd 
to  confound  all  distinction  of  right  and 
wrong,  by  converting  what  we  still  deno- 
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mioat^  the  representative^  of  tfe«  people, 
into  ^  assembly,  of  whicb  the  great  ma- 
jority are  as  mjoich  at  the  disppsal  of  the 
Borough-Mongers,  as  absolute  sovereignty 
op  one  s\d,t,  and  unconditional  suboiisiiion 
on  the  other,  can  place  them.  This  is  the 
state  of  things  that  we  are  either  "  fopls  or 
knaves"  for  opposiqj?  ;  tbis  is  the  state 
of  things,  which,  after  having  created 
•ucb  imminent  dangers  even  to  the  in- 
dependence of  the  country,  in  addition 
to  the  sufferings  of  the  great  body  of 
the  people,  we  are  not  to  deem  suscep- 
tible of  any  remedy  ! !  It  is  this  staite  of 
tl;ijiAgs  (Oh  God  !  the  heart  sickens  s^t  such 
revoking,  impi^de^  profligacy)  that  ha^ 
stii^ulated  some  n\en  to  proclai;n  th;e  "  n^- 
^'  cessity  of  making  a  stanc)  against  pojpu- 
vlar  encrpachments/' — I  observ/id  that 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  in  a  late  (i^hatf ,  was  re- 
ported to  declare  that  the  people  of  this 
«0XMitry  never  n>ore  fully  ejijoyed  the 
ble,98)Ji;^  of  the  British  cons^itMtion  than 
dt  pi:eseat.  Mr.  Wilberforce  may  as  well 
^e  suD^j^cial  on  this  subject,  as  pn  any 
^hfy.  There  arie,  however,  unforti^nateJy, 
4^ch  imjcnense  numh^^  among  us,  over 
who^  mind^  Mr.  Wilberforce  has  peculiar 
Jnflueoc9>  that  I  lament  the  sharje  he  coxx- 
trib^t^  to  ^Ue  general  delusi^p.  This 
deluayion  bj(9  be^tn  our  deadly  enemy. 
Qood  heavens  i  how  manv  miUions  of  pur 
o;iyn  money  d^e^  it  yearly  cost  us  to  p^y 
^b.p^  whc^e  bvtsinfiss  it  absolutely  is  to 
W£t<we.  ^P9^  our  undi^ratanding^i ;  to  in^ 
<^^^ly  J^^jbptir  to  c;9t^l7»lish  a  ^tUed  no- 
iiou  m  the  pul^iciQ^d  tfi^t  there  is  nothing 
^dicaJtiy  wroi^  in  the  condi^ct  of  pur 
aj^faixs;  that  the  sftcrifices  We  make  are 
pf^^tively  unavoidable,  that  the  Licome 
^  oth^r  w^r  ti^ie^  i^r^  indispenslble  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  contest  with  France, 
and,  <;«insequcntly,  for  the  pre^iervation  of 
Qtv  liyes  i^^  liberties,  inde^^  of  alj  that  is 
d^^  to  u^^*  wiiereag^I  ainas  well  convinc- 
ed V I WJ  of  piy  ex|istence,  that  all  o^r 
djSM»ge:r,  whether  of  subjugation  tp  a  foreign 

Joke,  pr  of  real  unqualified  c|espptjsm  at 
qjoste,  ari^from  the  continua^e  of  those 
ges  ,wl^b  arc  asserted  ^o  be  necessary 
^Tf^rting  ^Qch  cala^i^ie^.  Why,  trht*se 
tfi^s  fine  ^  real  ppsitiv^  cur^ ;  a  mi'Utone 
aJ)ont  ^  neck  of  the  coujptry.  In  the 
mudalt^  work  pf  iuj posing  upon  pub- 
lic x:reduUtj^,  I  perceive  Mr.  Tierx^ey 
has  Wq  assi#Ci&with  all  his  mig^ht ;  2^^ 
^f  any  thii^  coiJnl,  astonish  n>e^  it  is  the 
^s^r^ce  )y^th  which  this  gent|efl[^p  ap- 
fe^rs  to  hav,e  f^tt?w:ked  Mr.  W^rdlc,  on  a 
t^cftnt  (^^gn^j^i  viOiich  h«  is  rq^orted  to 


,^UturtoMr.Wki$hmd.  [i\% 

have  ironically  expressed  the  prpdigioas 
pleasure  he  felt,  and  in  whicn  be  pre- 
sumed the  Ch^ceUor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  participate,  at  the  4i»<*ovpry*  by 
Mr.  Wardle,  that  the  INQOME  W 
might  be  immediately  eot  rid  of  hy  a  Re- 
form .of  Parliament.  I  know.  Sir*  that 
tl^e  p;irty  always  felt  a  litt4e.  sbypess  pf 
this  Mr.  Tiemey :  you,  perhaps,  reniei)^- 
her  an  inscription  upon  the  back  of  ^ 
certain  portrait  winch  i^ver  ougljt  te 
have  been  honoured  with  the  station  it 

occupied  "  vix ." — Look  here  npw ! 

have  we  not  a  prettv  sample  of  a  consist- 
ent, firm,  honest,  patriot,  such  as  thb  Mr. 
Tierney  is  so  kind  as  to  tell  us  he  is ! ! 
Who  wonld  b/elieve,  wiihout  having  wit- 
nes^d  the  feet,  that  such  was  the  profess- 
ed abhorrence,  in  which  the  Income  Tux 
was  he^(jl  by  Uiis  indignant  senator,  thai 
no  real,  or  pretended  e^igepcies  of  the 
state  could  ever  toli^rate  its  adopti,on  ?  h 
was  not  on  my  tcnfts  to  be  endnred  by 
Englishmen,  becau^  H  wa.s  not  ojoAy  dread- 
fully partial  in  its  operation,  but  contrary 
to  all  the  acknowledged  principk s  of  le- 
gitimate taxation :  it  was  not  only  a.  m/ai 
grievous  additional  burihen  to  a  nation  al- 
ready groaning  upd^  the  load  of  t?oies, 
but  absolutely  a  direct  attack  on  the  inde- 
pendence, domestic  happiness,  and  ,con- 
stitt^tional  rights  of  Englishmen.  All 
thisu  and  nHj^ch  more,  appeared  from  time 
to  time,  ill  the  ref>otts  of  the  speeches  of 
this  honourable ;  right  kanoHrabki  g^ade- 
man,  I  should  say.  Nay,  t^l^s  JVir.  Tier- 
ney  was  so  determmed  in  his  opposition  to 
tbe  Ji^icome  Tax,  th^t  the  author  of  it  was 
never  to  be  at  rest,  ior  he  prom]^  ii  - 
make  a  stand  against  it,  as  of^en  as  the 
forms  of  the  house  would  adn:ilt  of.  Npv, 
who  would  have  supposed,  that  the  C9p- 
pleie  conversion  of  this  patriot  was  ju&tep 
the  point  of  taking  place?  Behold!  ^ 
very  soqn  stepped  into  office,  to  which  I 
have  not  the  smallest  doubt  his  eyes  vere, 
and  still  remain,  piously  directed ;  aodf 
no  sooner  had  he  passftd  the  threshold, 
than  he  set  all  his  ingenuity  to  work: 
Wlat  to  do.  Sir,  think  you  ?  Wbv  to  VfiM 
yp,  as  he  amply  did,  for  Pitt's  deficiency 
of  invention,  by  rendering  this  (^  he  C9^ 
^  it)  "scoMrgc,"  this  *' torturft,''  ^ 
"  inauisition,^'  this  ''  Mnpar4onable  insfk 
"  to  the  liberties  of  the  peqple  qi*  England" 
beyond  cumparinon  more  eflScient  tl^ 
the  Jatt^  l^f^.h^en  able  to  dp.  Suppose 
Mr.  W^dje.  instead  of  .coiwj^scen^iflg  ta 
reply, ^)  his  ^peers  in  aRy.Qtbcr  W4y>  ^ 
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land,  on  the  nec^ity  of  immediately  re- 
pealing this  Tax,  resting  bis  demand  sole- 
ly on  the  foundation  of  Mr.  Tierney's 
former  arguments  against  its  adoption ; 
namely,  tnat  it  was  oppressive,  vexatious, 
partial,  and  unjust :  are  not  these  as  g<K)d 
reasons  for  the  repeal  as  they  were  against 
its  ad(M>tion  ?  Pray,  Sir,  can  you  imagine, 
can  the  utmost  refinement  of  injustijce 
famish  any  t^iijig  more  repugnant,  not 
merely  to  thje  excellence  of  the  consiilu- 
lion,  but  to  what  is  much  more  intelligi- 
ble, that  obvious  principle  of  ethics: 
duiog  unto  others  as  we  would  be  done 
imto ;  thnn  a  Tax  upon  Licome,  which 
takes  eqji^ly  from  the  same  amount,  wiih- 
out  regard  either  to  the  nature  of  such  Ia^ 
come,  or  the  ability  or  inability  to  pay  il? 
For  instance,  one  person  has  a  precarious 
income,  of  which  the  whole  is  unavoida- 
bly consuofted  for  the  absolute  subsistence 
ofa  large  &mily  ;  and,  I  think  it  will  not 
be  denied  by  many^  that  the  expenditure 
itself  is  taxed  U\  one  way  or  another  quite 
enough:  another  has  an. income  of  the 
same  amount,  lei  us  say  200/.,  derived 
from  real  property,  without  any  ouit  but 
himself  to  suppoit — In  a  second  letter,  I 
shall  endeavour  to  demonstrate  to  you, 
Tcbat  I  wonder  any  one  doubts,  not  only 
the  safety  and  pr^icability,  but  also  the 
absolute  wetemi§/,  of  an  infimediate  reduc- 
tion of  the  taxes,  and  a  r/ecorrence  to  the 
sound  maxims  of  our  ances^rs,  beginning 
vrith  the  extirpatioo  of  all  the  dan^erou^ 
momopoUes  in  the  country,  apd  especially 
of  the  Qa^  rcatrictioAt  the  parent  of  them 
all,  wJbifib  3vik  qoght  to  be  immediately 
co|;apelled  $o  i;esiuae  its  payments  in  spe- 
cie, and,  at  least,  reduced  to  the  purposes 
of  i|»ori|;i^4tstatbiishment.  If  any  proof 
qI,  a|b  AS  want'mg,  loiok  at  the  course  of 
eii^agi^  ffhich  is  now  upwards  of  20 
per  cent  9^in«t  u^,  and  at  the  rate  we  are 
goiqg  osu  we  are  in  a  hopeful  way  of  sink- 
ing th^  poMnd  sterling,  to  the  value  of  a 
^r^ch  iivre,  as  I  recollect  a  friend  of 
mii^  emphatically  saying,  whei;!  the  aus  - 
Pgosku^i  of  p^yii^ent,  in  snecie,  at  the 
Bpl^^  first  commenced,  would  be  the  final 
^^X  of  that  wretcj;ied,  shojrt  sighted,  con- 
temptible expedient.  Surely,  the  unac- 
Cfiq^table  ipfatu^^tion  ol  my  countryqien, 
qii^pt  veaiain.mUiCb  longer  proof  agavinst 
the  stubhpn;!  evidence  of  facts  1 1  The 
hub^ble,  apd  a  very  eo^pty  qne  it  is,  of  our 
commercial  greatness,  aye,  or  as^some  call 
it,  the  "  comulcirce  of  the  whole  world/' 
will  soon  burst:  What  can  have  become 
•f  the  senss  of  Eqglishmen,  when  they 


heaf,  witlioiit  reflecting  on  the  cajUse,  tbuft 
guineas  are  bought  i^p  vvith  avidity  in 
Smith  field  market,  at  the  rat«  of  22f  or  ^ 
shillings  each  :  when  tl^y  hear,  that  they 
are  worth  26  or  27  shillings  on  tjie  conjti- 
nent  ?  U)>less  the  very  nature  of  tbi^gi 
has  changed,  and  first  principles  b^ome 
a  chimera,  not  only  in  roQr4|s  ^jndpojiti/oa, 
but  also  in  common  arith^}j^^c,  oi^  $it|ja2 
tion  demonstrates  one  of  t^o  evils :  either 
our  pretended  commiercial  pr,09perity  is  a 
complete  deception,  and  we  are  ob\i^d 
to  io^port  from  the  contineoit  )q  a  mo8( 
alarming  extent  beyond  the  value  of  our 
exports,  or  our  Bank  notes,  if  no^  nonin* 
ally  so  here,  are  not  the  less,  in  r^i^y,  at 
an  enormous  discount.  No  ^opbiHi*/  9^^ 
do  away  this  plain  deduction. 
I  am.  Sir,  ^c. 
An  ENGLISHMA^J 
ofthe  Old  School* 

r~- ■ ^ r-r^ 

OFFICIAL  PAPEBS. 

Proclamation  qf  Mc^hai  Augcregu,  Duke  qf 
Casiigiione,  Sfc,  to  the  InhabitanlM  af 
Catalonia.  Dated  Perpignan,  July  2. — 
(Continued from  p,  3«4.j 
EiTors  and  faults  shall  meet  with  indul- 
gence :  moderation,  loyalty,  and  fidelity 
may  be  secure  of  our  aid  ;  but  let  perfidy 
fear  and  tremble.  But  obstinate  rebels,  the 
evil-minded,  who  blow  up  the  flames  ^f 
dissension,  shall  meet  with  no  pardon.  The 
lightning  is  ready  to  fall  on  their  he2V(|s«-r 
Erring  qiti2e4is,  return  to  your  hearths  : 
artisans,  re^uQxe  your  labours  and  useful 
pursuits ;  good  villagers,  quit  the  sworc^ ; 
take  once  more  the  plough  in  your  hana  ; 
come  and  cultivate  in  peace  and  repot^e  t^# 
inheritance  of  your  fathers ;  hasten  to  fer- 
tilise those  fields  which  have  been  too  loi^g 
deserted :  and  you,  ye  faithful  Spa^iiards, 
come  atrd  receive  i\\A  happy  fruits  and  re- 
wards of  your  fidelity.  Join  your  voice 
to  otirs ;  call  to  those  unhappy  wretches 
yourbrethrenwho  are  led  astray ;  tell  them 
that  we  love  them,  that  Napoleon  will  for- 
get their  errors  and  their  faults ;  and  that 
Jr'our  felicity  will  be  the  constant  object  of 
lis  concern  as  your  parent;  tell  thes^ 
wandering  brethren,  that  they  will  ever 
find  me  ready  to  carry  their  cries  to  thfj^ 
foot  of  that  Monarch's  throne,  who  if  the. 
friend  of  truth  ;  that  they  may  depend  on 
ths  protection  of  our  nrms,  which,  formi- 
dable against  rebels  and  the  ill-dispqse^^ 
however  numerous,  will  ever  be  the  de- 
fenders of  the  faithful  citizen ;  and  that  W4 . 
will  avenge  offences  committed  against 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


415) 


POLITICAL  REGISTER—Q^cw/  Paperi. 


[416 


them ;  bot  tell  them  at  the  same  time,  and 
above  all  things,  thftt  mercy  has  its  limits, 
and  that,  at  length,  the  day  of  vengeance 
will  come.  A  powerful  army  is  dispersed 
throughout  your  territory ;  a  formida^)Ie 
army  is  coming,  and  woe  to  him  that  shall 
dare  to  resist  me  ;  for  I  shall  then  hearken 
only  to  a  just  indignation,  a  most  just  rage, 
and  none  of  you  will  escape  a  terrible  ven- 
geance.— Saragossa  is  yet  smoaking  ;  and 
you,  ye  towns  of  Catalonia,  who  please,  or 
dare,  to  follow  its  examffle,  behold  its 
ashes,  its  ruins — tremble.         Augereau. 


EXFEDITION    TO   HoLLAND. F/WH  the  Lofl" 

don  GtKUlteqfSept.  2,  i^iOd.—C Continued 

*  Jhm'p,  $50,) 

Extract'  of  ti  Letter  from  rear-admiral  sir 
Rich.  John^Strachan,  bart.  k.  b.  to  the 
hon.  William  Wcllesley  Pole,  dated  on 
bokrd  his  m^esty's  ship  the  St.  Domin- 

ri,  off  Bats,  the  25  ih  Aug.  1  Si)Q. 
have  now  to  acquaint  you,  for  their 
lordships'  information,  that  the  flat-boats 
of  every  description  of  vessels  being,  as- 
semblea,  and  every  necessary  arrangement 
made  on  the  part  of  the  navy,  for  landing 
the  army  near  Sandflcet,  on  the  beach, 
which  had  been  previously  reconnoitred, 
and  not  hearing  from  the  earl  of  Chatham 
respecting  his  mtientions,  I  communicated 
witn  his  lordship  on  the'  2'Hh  inst.  and  on 
the  following  day  I  found  his  lordship  had 
not  con^e  to  a  (ieterniination,  on  account 
of  the  increased  force  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  army  getting  sickly^  and  that  he  had 
sent  for  generals  to  consult ;  I  therefore, 
on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  wrote  to  his 
lordship,  and  I  soon  after  went  on  shore  to 
the  meeting  of  the  lieutenant-generals  of 
the  army,  taking  with  me  rear-admiral  sir 
Richard  Keats.  I  found  them  decidedly 
of  opinion  that  no  pperation  could  be 
undertaken  against  Antwerp,  with  any 
prospect  of  success,  at  this  advanced  sea- 
son of  the  year,  and  the  enemy  increasing 
in  strength,  and  our  own  forces  diminished 
by  sickness  ;  and  that,  as  the  taking  of 
Lillo  and  Lief  kenshoeik  would  not  ensure 
our  obtaining  the  ultimate  object  of  the 
expedition,  without  Antwerp  being  re- 
duced, and  the  country  near  these  fortres- 
ses beinff  inundated,  it  was  also  their  de- 
cided opinion,  that  the  army  ought  not  to 
make  any  attempt  upon  them. — I  had  al- 
ready, in  the  most  unqualified  manner,  of- 
fered every  naval  assistance  to  rt^duce  these 
fortresses,  and  also  in  aid  of  every  other 


operation  of  the  army. — Conceiving  the 
subject  of  the  deliberations  of  the  generals 
perfectly  military,  I  withdre\v  nith  sir 
Richard  Keats.  The  ships  of  the  enemy, 
which  were  above  the  town  of  Antwerp, 
about  ftve  miles,  have  come  down,  and  arc 
now  extended  along  the  river  face  of  it, 
except  two  of  the  line  lower  down,  in  the 
reach  above  Ltef  kenshoeik — and  four  fri- 
gate<t  went  to  Lillo.  An  immense  number 
of  small  gun-boats  are  on  the  boom;  be- 
hind them  a  crescent  of  sixty  gun  and 
mortar-brigs.  The  battery  between  LHIo 
and  Frederick  Hendrick  is  finished ;  it  has 
ten  guns.  The  enemy  has  been  driven 
from  that  which  he  has  constructed  on  the 
IWel  side  with  loss,  by  the  fire  of  our 
btebs  and  gun- vessels. 


Dutch  Accounts.  —  Dated  JmUcrdoMi 
Sept.  \U^The  foliowmg  Reports  hart 
been  received  from  MarSuU  Dumonceau, 
Commander-in-Chirfcfthe  Dutch  Arimfk 
Brabant  and  Zeakmd : — 

Sire ;  The  infantry  under  my  command 
arrived  here  yesterday  evening,  at  five, 
(at  Wemeldinge),  and  immediately  after- 
wards a  battalion  of  chasseurs  proceeded 
to  Ter  Goes,  which  the  enemy  had  left  at 
eight  the  preceding  morning.  To-day 
lieut.-gen.  Bruno  took  the  following  posi- 
tion :  the  3d  regiment  of  the  line  is  at  We- 
meldinge, and  watches  the  enemy's  move- 
ments in  Kcten,  and  the  whole  line  aldng 
the  East  Scheldt  before  Kaliendyke;  the"; 
2d  regiment  possesses  the  town  of  Ter 
Goes,  and  has  the  guard  of  North  Bwe^j 
land,  with  two  companies  of  chassetf^ 
the  1st  regiment  of  chasseurs 
Neer-Arenaschurch,  Nisse,  and 
guards  the  Sloe,  and  the  whole  eA 
of  the  Scheldt,  fr«m  the  Sloe  to  HoccfS 
church  ;  the  lieut.-gen.  Bruno  has  fortified 
himself  at  'fer  Goes ;  the  hussars  are  to 
take  a  position  in  the  district  of  Ter  Goes; 
and  the  whole  line  of  fore-posts  is  filled 
with  numerous  patroles ;  while  the  artil- 
lery shall  be  quartered  in  reserve  behind 
Ter  Goes ;  the  fortress  of  Bathz.  is  occu- 
pied by  the  6th  regiment.  The  enemy 
has  not  yet  evacuated  Walcherew,  but 
every  thing  announces  that  he  will  not 
delay  in  abandoning  Zealand ;  for  he  does 
not  work  at  the  batteries,  and  it  is  imagin- 
ed that  he  is  embarking  his  heavy  bag- 
gage- 

CTo  be  coniimed.) 
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"  The  principal  Coundl  belenging  to  the  King  is  hi«  Privy  Couacil,  which  is  generally  called,  by  way  of 
**  emineaoe,  **  Tht  QmnciU*  And  thi«,  according  to  Sir  Edward  Coke's  description,  is  a  noble,  honour' 
"  Mtt  and  reverend  assembly,  of  the  Kinj?  and  such  as  he  wills  to  be  of  his  Privy  Council,  in  the  Kiog'a 
"  Cooit  or  Palace." Blacrstone  ;  Book  I.  Chap.  I. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS.      , 

MiNUTBRiAL  Duel. "  Set  a  beggar 

"on  horse-back,  and  he'll  ride  to  the 
"  devil,"  is  a  proverb^  the  truth  of  which 
is  daily  apparent.  From  the  scam  of  so- 
ciety, from  the  casual  fndtum,  trom  the 
ffmoH  of  itinerant  vagrants,  one  might 
hafe  expected,  that  a  long  and  bitter 
quarrel,  about  place  and  profit,  would  end 
in  an  attempt  upon  one  aifother's  lives ; 
bat,  from  the  m'oat  men  of  the  reabn;  from 
ODT  ministers  of  state ;  from  our  law'-givers; 
from  the  king^s  privy  counsellors  ;  from 
members  of  that  "  noble,  honourable,  and 
"recertnd  assembly;''  from  this  descrip- 
lion  of  persons,  one  might  have  expected 
something  a  little  better  than  the  popping 

off  of  pistols  at  each  other's  skulls. 

The  base  hirelings,  who  conduct  the 
Homing  Post  and  the  Courier  news-papers, 
iiave  not,  as  yet,  openly  asserted,  that  this 
duel  arose  fcom  the  influence  of  Jaco- 
hmism;  they  have  not  yet  openly  asserted, 
that  Sir  Francis  Bordett  and  Mr.  Wardle 
aod  Mr.  Madocks  were  the  cause  of  it ; 
iot,  1  shall  be  greatly  surprized,  if  they 
i»  not,  before  tbey  have  done,  make  shift 
lato  twist  the  matter  as  to  make  even  this 
ction  appear  to  their  beastly  tribe 
ders  as  having  its  ori^n  in  a  Jacobin 
and  that  the  actors  themselves  were 
p^ctly  innocent  of  any  evil  intention, 
and,  ai  the  time  when  they  were  cocking 
their  eye  at  each  others  heads,  felt  lo^foky 
bttbbling  up  to  their  very  throats ;  nay, 
that,  as  far  as  they  were  concerned,  it  was 
2  mere  rivalship  in  loyalty,  that'  was  the 

ground  of  their  quarrel. But,  be  this 

u  it  may,  let  us  have  the  facts  upon  re- 
cord, as  those  iacts  have  been  stated  in  the 

news-papers. ^The  fact  of  the  Duel  is 

itated  as  follows : — *'  We  understand  that 
"  there  was  a  meeting  at  Putney  Heath, 
"  this  morning,  between  JLord  tdttUreagfi 
"and  Mr.  (^nmng.  Lord  Yarmouth  ac- 
"  companied  the  former  to  the  field — Mr, 
*' Elkt  the.latUr.  After  taking  tbeif 
"  ground,  they  fired  by  signal,  and  nii^ed; 
"  ^  no  explanation  taking  place,  they 
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"  fired  at  each  other  a  second  time,  when 
''  the  ball  from  Lord  Castlereagh's  pietol 
"  went  through  Mr.  Canning's  thigh,  on 
"  the  outer  side  of  the  bone.  Thus  the 
"  afiiiir  terminated. — Mr.  Canning's  wound 
"  is  not  considered  to  be  dangerous. — ^The- 
"  cause  of  this  extraordinary  affair  is  said 
"  to  have  originated  in  some  official  mis- 
"  understanding,  the  nature  of  which  we 
"  shall  not  enter  into  at  present,  as  we  are 
^'  greatly  deficient  in  information  upon  the 
"  subject ;  and  in  a  matter,  of  such  extreme 
"  delicacy,  ^xve  think  it  our  duty  to  avoid 
"  hazarding  any  statements  which  we  do 
**  not  knpw  to  be  accurately  correct." 
What!  "  Extreme  ddicary !"  Delicacy 
towards  fellows  like  these ;  towards  men 
who  «et  the  law  at  defiance,  who  go  deli- 
«bcrately  out;  and  shbot  at  each  other's 
heads,  when  not  many  months  have  passed 
since  a  man  was  hanged  for  a  similar  of- 
fence, and  that,  too,  though  every  means 
were  tried  of  obtaining  a  pardon  from  that 
king,  amongst  whosfe  advisers  these  very 
two  men  were  at  that  time,  and  who,  of 
course,  advised  him  not  to  spare  the  life 
of  that  man!  Talk  of  delicacy,  indeed, 
towards  men  like  these !  It  is  the  most 
Insolent  expression  ;  it  is  the  grossest  in- 
sult upon  the  public  understanding  and 
taste,  that  has  been  for  a  long  time  at« 
tempted,  even  by  the  abettors  of  this  set, 
who  have  brought  the  country  to  the  brink 

of  destruction. It  is  >added,  that  the 

cause  of  this  duel  is  a  quarrel  between  the 
parties  of  long  standing ;  or,  at  least,  of 

some  montlis  standing, Nothing    was 

wanting  to  prove,  that  this  natron,  as  to  its 
public  spirit' and  sentiment,  was  in  the 
lowest  state  of  degradation.  The  trans- 
actions at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  the  contempt  with  which  the 
people  were  then  treated;  the  utter  dis- 
regard of  all  decency  in  this '  treatment ; 
the  "  making  a  stand  against  ^popular  in- 
"  croachment,  when  all  that  was  demanded 
was  the  punishment  of  those,  who  had  sold 
or  swapped  Seats  in  Parliament ;  this  alone 
proved  to  the  whole  world  to  what  a  de- 
graded state  the  people  of  thKonce-high- 

O  Digitized  by  CjOOgle 


419] 


POUTICAL  REGISTER.— ^/^>lM/(TUl/  Durl 


[420 


minded  country  had  sunk ;  but,  if  proof 
had  still  been  wantinc:,  it  certainly  would 
have  been  found  in  the  history  of  this  due!, 
where  we  see  the  government  committed 
to  the  hands  of  men,  having  so  little  sense 
of  common  decency  as  to  forget  the  high 
rank  they  had  been  placed  in,  and  to  turn 
oat,  like  a  couple  of  brothel-heated  buIKes, 

and  shoot  at  each  other's  heads. Why, 

these  men,  besides  having  the  principal 
afiairs,  by  far  the  most  important  allairs  of 
the  nation,  committed  to  their  immediate 
direction  and  controul,  were,  in  virtue  of 
their  office  of  privy-counsellor^  alone, 
keepers  of  the  king's  secrets ;  magistrates  of 
the  very  highest  order;  and  judges  in 
many  very  important  cases.  And,  in 
,  order  to  give  them  peculiar  protection,  the 
law  makes  it  felony  for  aiky  one  to  assault 
and  strike  them  iu  the  execution  of  their 
office.  It  was  by  men  of  this  description, 
that  Mr.  Le  Maitre  was  sent  to  jail  and 
there  kept  for  five  years,  and  then  dis- 
charged, without  being  brought  to  trial  ; 
without  ever  having  any  charges  preferred 
against  him ;  and  without  being  able  to  ob- 
tain any  redress,  though  he  petitioned  the 
parliament  over  and  over  again,  and  though 
ne  was  daily  told,  in  the  news-p:ipers, 
which,  during  the  five  years, reached  him  in 
the  jail,  that  the  war  was  going  on  for  the 
preservation  of  the  liberties  of  Englishmen. 
Such  were  thepowers,  which,  as  privy- 
counsellors,  were  committed  to  the  hands  of 
these  men. As  mmisUrs  of  state,  the  pub- 
lic will  do  well  to  bear  in  mind,  that,  besides 
their  patronage  and  power,  a  law  was 
passed,  in  the  time  of  Pitr,  and  in  the  pass- 
ing of  which  both  these  men  assisted,  to 
nend  men  to  Botany  bay,  to  transport  than 
for  life,  to  put  them  upon  a  level  with 
felons,  for  writing  or  publishin^^  any  thing, 
cal  cu  I  ated  to  bring  them  into  contempt .  T hese 
are  the  men,  who  have  proposed,  and 
passed  laws  like  this;  these  very  men, 
who,  while  still  ministers  of  state,  go  out 
upon  a  heathy  and  shoot  at  one  another's 
heads  !  For  writing  or  printing  any  thing, 
however  m/f,  calculated  to  expose  men  like 
these  to  contempt,  any  Englishman  was 
liable  to  be  transported ;  aye,  and  to  be 
told,  at  the  same  time,  that  his  sentence 
was  JIM/,  that  it  was  according  to  law;  and 
that  he  ought  to  bless  Ood  for  having  such 

laws  to  live  under. ^The  public  will  also 

bear  in  mind,  that*  with  the^ole  exception 
of  Mr.  Charles  Yorke,  these  two  men 
were  the  very  loudest,  ajt  the  first  broach- 
ing of  the  charges  against  the  Duke  of 
York,  in  the  cry  about  vl  Jacobin  Conspiracy, 


and  in  accusing  the  press  of  being  the  or- 
gan of  that  conspiiary ;  that  these  two 
men  were  the  mo?t  strenuous,  in  the  at-, 
tempt  that  day  made,  to  pave  the  way  for 
laws,  which  should  render  the  press  a  mere 
instrument  in  the  hands  of  men  in  power, 
as  the  press  in  Calcutta  is  ;  and,  thut  these 
two  men  u  ere  the  loudest  in  the  cry  against 
what  they  called  an  *'  attack  upon  all  pub- 
'*  lie  men,"  and  in  calling  for  a  siand 
against  popular  encroachment.  This  should 
be  now  recollected  by  the  insulted  people 
of  England  ;  but,  they  have  so  long  home 
insult  with  unmoved  gall,  that  they  are 
scarcely  to  be  either  dreaded  or  pitied.- 
Yes,  these  are  the  gentry,  who  com- 
plained so  bitterly  about  the  attempts  to 
degrade  all  public  men;  who  advised  the 
king  to  recommend  (in  the  last  Speech 
from  the  throne),  to  the  people  in  the 
parliament  houses  to  go  into  their  several 
cotinties  and  inculcate  amongst  thei.  con- 
stituents an  obedience  to  the  iaxis ;  these  arc 
the  people,  during  whose,  adminisi ration, 
the  Crown  Bar  Judge  at  Winchester,  at  the 
last  assizes,  thought  proper,  in  his  charge 
to  the  Grand  Jury  (of  which  the  R\^Ui 
Honourable  old  George  Rose  was  fore- 
man), to  express  his  sorrow  at  observing, 
that  there  was  a  prevalent  disposition  to 
degrade  public  men,  which  he  attributed  to 
the  fj}useqfthe  liberty  of  (ke press ;  yes,  these 
are  two  of  the  gentry,  who  were  in  otfice 
at  tliat  very  time,  and  who,  at  that  very 
time,  as  it  now  appears,  were  brewJn;<  a 
quarrel,  which  has  terminated  in  an  attempt 

to  kill,  to  murder  each  other. When 

the  Tinman  of  Plymouth  was  tried  and 
punished  30. severely  for  an  attempt  upon 
the  virtue  of  Mr.  Addington,  the  circura" 
stance  of  the  latter  being  3.  privy^cowuelicr 
was  strongly  urged  in  aggravation  of  the 
oflence  ;  and,  lam  fully  persuaded,  that, 
if  any  one  had  said  and  published,  that  a 
Duel  was  about  to  take  place  betweeii  these 
two  men,  an  out-cry  would  have  been  in- 
stantly raised  against  him  ;  he  would  ha?c 
been  represented  as  having  committed  a 
dreadful  outrage  upon  *'  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment," in  ihe  persons  of  two  of  bi« 
Right  Ifonourable  Privy  Counsellors ;  we 
should  have  seen  all  the  high-sounding 
words  of  law  marshalled  against  him ;  and, 
very  likely,  have  seen  him  prosecuted  to 
his  utter  ruin,  and  penned  up  in  a  jaii»  as 
distant  as  possible  from  his  aflairs  and  his 
friends.  Yes,  only  for  saying,  that  these 
men  would  do,  or  were  likely  to  do,  what 
they  have  now  actually  done,  this  would 
have  been  my  fate^  op  that  of  any  other 
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writer  or  publisher. ^When  we  find,  that 

these  two  men,  the  one  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  affairs,  arid  the  other  the  War- 
Secretary,  have  been  at  daggers-drawn  for 
many  months  past,  are  our  failure?  and 
misfortunes  any  longer -a  subject  of  won- 
der ?  For  several  mcmths  past :  that  U  the 
fact  stated.  Is  it  not  in  human  nature,  that 
they  should,  during  that  time,  h^vethwarted 
one  another  by  all  possible  means;  ajid,, 
indeed,  is  it  to  be  supposed,  that  two  men, 
who  could  not  be  restrained  from  shooting 
at  one  another,  would  restrain  themselves 
from  doing  any  thing,  in  their  official  ca- 
pacity, to  annoy  each  other,  and  to  pro- 
duce each  others  disgrace  ?  To  what  a 
slate,  then,  is  this  nation  reduced  !  What  a 
shame,  whata  scandal,  it  is,  that  theaft'iirs 
of  a  great  nation  should  be  thus  com- 
mitted! For  months  past,  n.y,  for  more 
than  two  years,  of  the  most  perilous  part 
of  this  most  perilous  war,  have  tlu;  most 
important  concerns,  questions  of  war  and 
of  peace,  been  entrusted  to  these  men. 
The  expenditure  of  one  half  of  those  end- 
less taxes  that  are  weighing  us  to  thf- 
earth ;  the  faith  and  honour  of  the  coun- 
try; the  lives  of  hundreds  of  thousanls; 
and  the  happiness  of  millions,  have  all 
hang  upon  the  breath  of  two  men,  wliose 
malignant  rivalship,  or  whose  passions  of 
one  sort  or  another,  have,  at  last,  induced 
them  to  sally  forth  upon  a  heath,  with  the 
avowed  intention  of  blowing  out  each 
other's  brain>< !  And,  while  this  is  going 
on,  we  are  bidden  not  to  attempt  io  dei;rade 
public  men,  upon  pain  of  jail  and  pillory  ! 

h  was  this  Mr.  Cannioi  ;    it  was  tliis 

son  of  Mrs  Hunn ;  indeed,*  it  was  both 
these  mt  n,  who,  as  plainly  as  men  could 
speak,  recommended  new  and  more  severe 
laws  against  the  Press,  and  that,  too,  be- 
cause, as  they  said,  the  Press  was  the  in- 
strument of  a  Jacobinical  Conspiracy  ;  it 
was  they,  who  cried  out  against  those,  who, 
as  they  said,  were  endeavouring  to  dis- 
turb the  peace  of  mind  of"  our  good  Old 
**King,''  whose  "age  and  infinnities'  it 
became  us  to  consider,  when  we  were  press- 
ing for  a  certain  decision  in  parliament. 
Hare  they,  then,  now  the  impudence  to  re- 
proach o^ers  with  a  want  of  consideration 
fcr  the  king's  peace  of  mind  ?  They  who,  to 
the  utter  degradation  of  all  rank  and  office, 
have  turuedout  and  popped  at  each  other's 
heads.  They,  who  have  brought  upon  his 
'ei^a  stain,  which  no  other  reign,  in  this 
or  many  other  country,  has  ever  received; 
astain  that  does  not  belong  even  to  the  worst 
part  of  tbe  French  revolution,  in  all  its  de- 
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mocratical  madness  ?  That  revolution, 
mad  and  bloody  as  it  was,  never  exhibited 
two  ministers  of  state  shooting  at  each  other. 

What  a  figure  do  we,  at  this  moment, 

cut  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.!  Buonaparte's 
ministers  are  not  thus  employed.  They 
are  engaged  in  quite  other  sort  of  matter«. 
This  i\Ir.  Canniii;r,  is  he,  who,  above  all 
others,  has  prated  about  the  want  o(  deccy- 
nan  ?ir\d  dignitt/  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
French  ;  it  was  he  who  talked  so  much 
about  dignity,  in  his  paper  rolutivc  to  tlie 
*'  universal  Spanish  nation.'*  The  world 
will  now  be  able  to  judge  of  what  h  s  no- 
tions   of  dignity    are    worth. There 

wanted  only  this  srandalous  occurrence, 
this  (legra  ling,  thisblack-gnard  renrontre, 
to  make  the  fitne-;s  of  the  Jubilee comi)\eie. 
It  will,  indeed,  after  having  congratulated 
the  king  upon,  and  reurned  (iod,  thanks 
for,  the  six  to  seven  hunJred  millions  of 
government  debt  and  the  premium  upoa 
guineas  ;  the  increase  of  the  poor  ra'es 
and  the  doubling  of  the  number  of  pau- 
pers; tho  creating  of  the  Income  and  As- 
st  ssed  tuxes  wirh  a  va'-t  addition  lo  the 
number  of  ail  o*h^r  :.\xe^;  the  adding 
tenfoM  to  tlie  nufhber  and  ♦ijxpence  of  the 
standing  army  ;  the  intrc.'uetio;i  of  lar;;e 
bodies  of  fon-ign  tr-  ops  into  the  kingdom  ; 
the  fall  of  IK)l!and,  Switi:eriind,  Den- 
murk;  Italy,  Xar  ic  ,  Germany,  lieforo  our 
mortal  enemy,  md,  indeed,  th  ir  having 
b'^com:  dejienncncies  of  France;  the  ex- 
istence of  a  Frfieh  dock-yard  and  fleet, 
at  A-itweip,  \^ithin  tour  liours  sail  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Thames;  the  late  events 
upon  the  Danu'>e,  and  the  more  important 
negoii  tions  now  there  goin^  on  ;  the 
achievements  of  our  army  al  Dunkirk,  at 
the  Holder,  at  Ferrol,  at  ijueuos  Ay  res,  at 
Cairo,  at  Cii.iia,  in  Leon  and  Gallicia,  at 
Walcheren,  and  though  last,  not  least,  at 
Talavera  :  after  having  congratulated  the 
King  upon  all  this,  and  taSen  a  view  of 
the  present  situation  of  our  countrymen  in 
the  hospitals  of  Z^  uleuid  aud  of  Spain  ;  af- 
ter this  it  will  be  very  fit  to  congratulate 
him  upon  the  Duel  between  two  of  his 
ministers  and  privv-counsellors  upon  Put- 
ney Heath ;  it  will  be,  indeed,  a  way  to 
flatter  him,  and  to  smooth  the  latter  part 
of  his  life,  to  thank  him  for  having  chosen, 
as  the  immediate  managers  of  the  most 
important  of  the  national  concerns,  two 
men,  who,  after  months  of  smothered 
hatred  and  malice,  go  out,  and  let  fly  a 
ball  at  each  other's  heads.  The  Jews  and 
Seat-Mongers  will,  surely,  not  forget  this 
topic  of  congratulation,  when  they  call 
o  2 
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upon  the  people  to  illuroinate  their  houses 
in  sign  of  jo  v.  It  will  be  for  those  Jews 
and  Seat-Jobbers  to  tell  us  what  mode 
\^as  taken  by  the  duelling  ministers  to 
ti^ansfer  the  papers,  and  the  information,  of 
their  offices,  to  their  successors.  The 
Jobbers  will  be  able  to  tell  \\s,  perhaps, 
what  measures  were  taken  by  these  At- 
lases of  the  state  tp  shift  the  load  upon 
other  shoulders ;  and  to  shew  us  in  what 
the  c^e  of  either  of  these  men,  supposing 
the  other  to  have  been  killed,  would  have 
differed  from  the  case  of  the  man^  lately 
hanged  upon  a  gallows  in  Ireland ;  and, 
when  they  are  upon  the  subject  of  congra- 
tulation, they  may  go  on  to  the  fact  of  that 
man  having  been  hanged,  and  having  been 
refused  to  be  pardoned,  while  these  two 
men  were  amongst  the  advisers  of  the 

King. After  all,  however,  scandalous 

as  this  Duel  is,  dir.graccful  as  it  is  to  the 
government  and  to  the  nation,  it  is  not,  if 
one  takes  time  to  reflect,  any  thing  to 
Viondcr  at.  What  was  to  be  expected  from 
such  men,  placed  in  such  a  situation  ? 
Their  appointment  to  such  high  offices, 
was,  of  itself,  an  unequivocal  symptom  of 
the  rapid  decline  of  the  country ;  their 
continuance  there  was  another  symptom  ; 
and,  that,  when  they  became  riv<ds  for 
power  and  eniolmnent,  they  should  quarrel, 
and  if  they  quarrelled,  they  should  have 
no  regard  to  decency,  was  naturally  to  be 
e:^pected.  These  are,  too,  a  brace  of  the 
" young  Jricnds  :**  a  brace  of  the  chickens 
*that  were  hatched  under  the  wing  of  Pitt, 
tnd  for  the  fostering  and  rearing^of  whom 
this  miserable  nation  has  paid  so  dearly. 
These  were  two  of  the  famous  Anti-Jaco- 
bins, and  Mr.  Elb's  (if  it  was  George)  was  a 
third.  These  were  two  of  the  men,  who 
rose  out  of  the  heat  of  Anti-Jacobinism. 
I  know  of  no  two  like  them  ;  and,  if  yoa 
go  and  ask  the  Irish,  they  will  tell  you  so 
too,  with  many  and  many  an  instance  of 

their  feats. But,  we  deserve   this,  and 

much  more.  If  the  people  of  England 
had  had  common  sense,  they  never  would 
have  fostered  this  numerous  brood  of  Anti- 
Jacobins  ;  and,  if  they  had  but  a  com- 
mon portion  of  public  spirit,  they  would 
now  be  taking  all  the  lawful  means  in 
their  power  to  guard  themselves  and  their 
children  against  them,  instead  of  content- 
ing themselves,  as  they  now  do,  with  silent 
contempt,  which  never  has  any  effect  upon 

profligate  public  men. 1  have  but  a 

word  or  two  to  say  upon  the  relative  me- 
rits, or,  rather,  demerits,  of  these  pistolling 
privy-counsellors ;  and,  that  must  be  only 


conditional  ly .  ff'iihe  true,  that  the  cause 
of  the  duel  was,  what  is  stated  in  some  of 
the  news- papers ;  namely,  that  Mr.  Can- 
ning went  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  in  the 
month  of  May  last,  just  about  the  time  of 
the  discussion  about  the  "other's  having 
given  an  Office  to  be  swapped  agaiost  a 
Seat  in  Parliament,  and  endeavoured  to  get 
him  turned  out  of  his  place,  without  ac- 
quainting  hint  with  wlmt  he  was  iking,  or  had 
done;  if  this  be  true,  the  other  had,  cer- 
tainly, good  reason  to  be  offended;  for  the 
act  was  a  very  underhanded  one,  and 
quite  worthy  of  a  ''young  friend"  and  a 
"  staunch  Antir  Jacobin.' '  This  I  know  no- 
thing at  all  about ;  but,  if  the  charge  be 
true,  Mr.  Canning  is  the  person  roost  to 
be  blamed>  though  nothing  can  justify  the 
conduct  of  either.  The  public  will  recol- 
lect, that  it  was  Mr.  Canning  who  moved 
for  the  acquittal  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  in 
the  case  referred  to,  and  that,  upon  that 
occasion,  he  accused  the  people  of  factuna- 
ness.  If,  therefore,  it  be  true,  that  he  was 
then  at  work  to  get  Lord  Castlereagh  out, 
while  he  was  pretending,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  look  unon  him  as  innocent, 
and  was  calling  him  his  "  noble  friend;^' 
if  this  be  true,  he  does,  indeed^  cut  a  very 
,  shabby  figure,  and  furnishes  v»  with  a 
pretty  good  criterion  whereby  to  judge  of 
his  sincerity  and  of  the  motives  by  wnicb 
he  was  actuated. 

Change  or  Factions. ^This  event 

now  seems  to  be  inevitable.  The  No- 
Popery  set  appears  to  have  worn  itself  oat, 
before  they  have  quite  worn  out  the  go- 
vernment. "  The  out  faction,  by  some 
called  the  Whigs,  are  all  alive.  They  are 
as  busy  as  wasps  on  a  sunny  morning,  after 
long  wet  and  cold.  They  have,  for  some- 
time, been  reviving  from  their  dormant 
state.  The  failure  in  Spain,  last  year,  was 
very  cheering  to  them ;  they  began  to 
buzz  and  to  prune  tjjteir  wings  ;  but,  the  on- 
fortunate  affair  of  the  Duke  of  York,  and 
the  other  seat-selling  affairs  that  followed, 
and  in  all  which  affairs  they  proved  them- 
selves to  be  just  as  sound  as  their  oppo« 
ilents;  these  af^irs  came  and  drowned 
the  affairs  of  Spain.  Now^  however,  the 
'^victories"  of  Walcheren  and  Talavera, 
together  with  the  state  of  aflairs  upon 
the  Danube,  have  again  warmed  the  whole 
faction  into  activity,  and  the  wars  in  the 
cabinet,  ©f  which  they  have  long  been 
informed,  have  strongly  tended  to  cherish 
those  hopes,  which  the  Duel  seems  to  be  in 
a  fair  way  of  realizing. ^The  govern- 
ment is  just  in  that  state^  which  is  beit 
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calculated  to  make  them,  when  they  come 
mto  power,  as  bad  a  minrstry  as  ever  this 
country  saw.  They  will  take  possession 
of  it  by  way  of  grace  on  their  part ;  for, 
really,  a$  the  system  is  to  be  persevered  in, 
there  appears  to  be  nobody  but  themselves 
capable  of  carrying  it  on.  There  would 
be  men  enough  found  to  conduct  the  af- 
feirs  of  the  nation,  if  a  reform  qfthe  system 
were  to  take  place;  but, as  long  as  the  power 
and  sway  of  the  borough-mongers  conti- 
nue, the  faction  now  out  seems  to  be  the 
only  set  of  men  that  can  be  called  in  ; 
and  the  system  is  in  that  desperate  state, 
that  even  those  of  their  enemies,  who  are 
friends  of  the  system,  will  wish  for  their 

return  to  power.-^ Coming  in,  thus,  by 

the  way  of  no-thanks,  they  will  hardly 
forbear  to  shew  the  nation  that  they  feel 
their  own  consequence  ;  but,  let  them 
bear  in  mind,'  that,  though  called  in  by 
the  necessities  qf  the  system,  they  are  not 
called  in  by  the  voice  qf  the  people,  who 
have  no  more  confidence  tn  them,  than 
they  have  in  the  faction  whom  they  op- 
pose.  The    Morning    Chronicle,    the 

trumpet  of  the  Whig  faction,  the  editor  of 
which  had  a  place  under  them,  while  they 
were  in  power,  and  wlio,  ais  we  shall  soon 
see;  will  have  another,  and,  perhaps,  a 
better,  place  under  them,  if  they  come  in 
agatn^   this  print,  of  the  26th   instant, 

•ays: "  It  is  ndw  ontversally  known, 

***tfaat  his  Majesty  has  called  for  the 
"services  of  lord  Grenville  and  lord 
*'Grey;  and  that  these  distinguished 
"Statesmen  are  forthwith  expected  in 
•'town.  IVe  trust  that  they  will  feel  it 
*'  to  be  their  daty  to  Uke  upon  themselves 
"  the  difficult  and  painful  task  of  restoring 
"  to  the  Government  the  efficiency  it  has 
"  lost.  It  is  a  happy  presage  of  their 
"  ksiing  power,  that  every  eye  is  turned  to 
**  them  as  to  our  dernier  resort ;  and  it  is  the 
*'  ardent  hope,  that  they  may  form  an  Ad- 
"  ministration  that  shall  equally  enjoy  the 
"confidence  of  the  King  and  the  Heir 
"  Apparent,  as  well  as  of  the  people  at 
"large,  so  as  to  set  all  questions  ^  do- 
"  mestic  policy  at  rest,  and  to  unite  all 
"  descriptions  and  persuasions  in  the  com- 
"mon  cause.  The  prospect  of  their 
"  return  to  power  is  hjiiled  with  so  much 
**  cordiality  as  apparently  to  reconcile  every 
"jarring  sentiment,  and  to  make  it  unneces- 
•^  tfiry  to  recur  to  that  appeal  by  which  the 
**  sense  of  the  nation  is  upon  such  an  event 
"  generally  collected.  It  will  require  some 

"  days  to  complete  the  arrangement." 

This  is,  at  once,  at  impudent  and  ;is  foolish 


a  puff  as  ever  appeared  even  in  a  London 

news-paper. Oh  !  he'trusts,  this  writer 

does,  that  .these  two  gfeat  statesmen 
will  consent  to  take  the  task  upon  them  ! 
Bless  us  !  how  long  is  it  since  they  wanted 
wooing  to  come  into  place  ?  How  long 
is  it  since  any  man  began  to  doubt  of  their 
eagerness  to  get  back  into  power  ?  It  is 
only  two  tears  since  they  withdrew  from 
before  parliament  a  Bill,  which  they  had 
brought  in  under  the  pretended  persuasion 
of  its  absolute  necessity  to  the  safety  of 
t^e  nation  ;  it  is  only  two  years  since 
they  did  this  with  the  hope  of  retaining 
their  placet.  To  be  sujp,  they  were  in 
long  enough  to  place  and  pension  all  their 
relations  and  dependents ;  but,  still  there 
is  no  man  who  knows  any  thing  of  them, 
who  will  believe,  that  they  will  not  jump 

at  the  offer  of  place. What  is  the  most 

impudent  in  this  Whig  puff  is,  however, 
the  assertion,  that  "  every  eye  is  turned  to- 
"  wards  them  as  our  dernier  resort."  If 
this  writer  means,  as  the  men- who  are  to 
give  U\e  finishing  stroke  to  the  system,  well 
and  good;  for  I  do  think,  that,  if  they 
come  into  power,  they  will  see  it  out. 
But,  if  he  means,  that  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England  are  turned  towards  these 
two  noblemen  and  their  former  colleagues, 
as  to  persons,  who  are  likely  to  save  the 
country  from  the  great  and  manifold  dan- 
gers that  threaten  it,  from  within  as  well 
as  from  without ;  if  he  means  this,  then  I 
say,  that  he  means  to  promulgate,  and 
knowingly  to  promulgate,  as  gross  a  false- 
hood as  ever  was  put  intp  print,  'even  in 

the  Morning  Post  or  Courier. No,  Sir, 

the  eyes  of  the  people  are  not  directed 
towards  your  party,  towards  your  selfish 
faction,  with  any  such  hopes.  The  peo- 
ple of  England,  though  they  have  had  their 
spirit  pressed  and  squeezed  out  of  them, 
have  not  lost  the  faculty  of  remembering; 
though  they  retain  not  the  spirit  to  resent 
injuries  and  insults,  they  cannot  deprive 
themselves  of  the  power  of  bearing  them 
in  mind.  The  people  of  England  remtem- 
bcr,  because  they  cannot  have  forgotten, 
that  the  Whig  faction,  when  it  came  into 
power,  made  a  compromise,  by  Which 
the  Duke  of  York,  contrary  to  their  decla- 
red resolution,  was  suffered  to  retain  all 
his  offices  and  patro^jage,  some  few  of  the 

effects  of  which  we  have  since  seen  ; 

that,  afler  having,  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  been  opposed  to  the  administration 
of  Pitt,  which  they  had,  upon  numerous  oc- 
casions, jwored  to*^  be  oppressive  and  fool- 
ish, and  which  had  brought  the  natioa 
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into  the  danger  which  then  existed,  they 
Tutcd  away  40  thousand  pounds  of  the 
people's  money  to  pay  his  dehts,  upon 
the  ground  of  his  jmblk  services,  and; 
what  was  still  more  galling,  more  insolent 
towards  this  burthened  people,  thac  they 
voted  him  a  public  funeral  and  a  monu- 
ment at  that  people's  expence ; that 

they  had  always  bteu  opposed  to  the 
bringing  of foreii(n troops  into  this  kingdom, 
which,  upon  more  than  one  occasion,  they 
had  represented  as  a  violation  of  tho^e 
laws  which  placed  the  king's  family  upon 
the  thnme,  and  that,  amongst  the  first  acts 
of  their  adminisf  ration,  they  brought  in  a 
bill  to  indemnify  those,  woo  had  advised 
the  king  to  augment  the  number  of  fo- 
reign troops  before  in  the  kingdom  ; 

that  the  making  war  for  Hanover  had,  for 
nfany  years,  been  a  subject  of  complaint 
with  them,  and  that,  in  a  few  months  after 
they  got  into  power,  they  declared,  in  a 
public  State-paper,  that  they  should  ad- 
vise the  king  never  to  make  peace  for 
England,  unless  the  restoration  of  Hanover 
to  him  was  one  of  the  conditions  of  that 

peace  ; that,  at  the  time  when  the  In- 

come  Tax  was  imposed,  they  solemnly 
protested  against  it,  as  an  act  of  oppres- 
sion unparalleled,  as  inquisitorial,  as  de- 
structive of  every  remaining  notion  of 
freedom,  and  that,  in  less  than  three 
months  aftcj;  they  got  possession  of  power, 
this  tax,  which  they  found  at  6|  per  cent, 
they  augmented  to  10  per  cent,  and  when 
reminded  of  their  former  professions, 
seemt  d  to  contemn  the  folly  of  those  who 

liad  thought  them  sincere  ; that,  in 

this  case  of  the  Income  Tax,  they  did 
.what  Pitt  had  never  attempted  to  do, 
namely,  exempted  from  the  payment  ^f 
that  tax  all  the  nfoney  that  the  kin^ 
might  have  in  the  funds,  under  whatso- 
ever name  it  might  there  be  lodged  ; 

.that,  during  the  whole  of  their  administra- 
tion, they  sot  their  face  against  all  inqui- 
jies  into  abuses,  and  endeavoured  to  beat 
down  all  ^  those  who  attempted  to  cause 
.such  inquiries.  All  this,  and  a  great  deal 
^orei  the  people  of  England  well  remem- 
hcf ;  and,  they  remember,  too,  that 
amongst  the  opponents  of  the  Investiga- 
tion into  the  ctmduct  of  the  Duke  of 
York,  many  of  the  Whigs  were  the  .most 
mischievous  and  malignant;  they  re- 
member, that  General  Fitzpatrick,  the 
.Whig  Secretary  at  War,  was  one  of  the 
sponsors  for  the  lioyall>uke'6  character ; 
^hey  remember  that  only  125  members  of 
the  whole  House  voted  with  Mr.  Wardle  ; 


they  remember,  and,  I  hope,  will  never 
forget,  that  both  factions  were  cordially 
united  in  resisting  every  attempt  to  pass  a 
censure  upon  the  act  of  having  sold  a  teat 
in  tlte  House  qf  Commons;  and,  in  short, 
that,  in  every  thing,  respecting  the  in- 
terests of  the  people,  the  Whigs  have  showu 
themselves,  to  the  full,  as  insensibk as  their 

rivals. All  this  the  ptople  remember; 

all  this,  and  much  more,  is  fresh  in  the 
mind  of  every  man,  who  thinks  at  all  about 
politics;  and,  is  it  not,  therefore,  outrage- 
ously impudent  to  S4\y,  that  all  eyes  are 
fixed  upon  Lords  Grenville  and  Grey  as 

the  ,men  to  save  the  nation  ? Of  the 

freedom  qf  election  the  Whigs  were  just  as 
tender  as  their  predecessors  J  they  dis- 
solved the  parliament  for  the  purpose  of 
having  another  of  their  aum  choosing; 
and  \,  for  my  part,  shall  never  forget  tie 
villainy,  the  unparalleled  villainy,  of  their 
partizans  in  Westminster  against  Mr. 
Paul  I,  whose  cause,  before  they  came  into 
power,  one  part  of  them,  at  least,  had 

pledged     themselves    to    support. In 

short,  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  that, 
of  the  two  factions,  this  is  hated  the  most 
by  the  people  of  England  in  general ;  and, 
I  really  think,  that  they  are  the  mos^ wor- 
thy of  the  hatred  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
who  ought  to  be  reminded,  that  it  was  the 
Whigs,  who  maintained,  that  there  was  o 
French  parti/  in,  Ireland,  and  who  actually 
dretv  up  that  Bill,  which  was  passed  after 
they  were  turned  out,  and  under  which  the 

people  of  Ireland  now  live. No, no: 

the  eyes  of  no  man  of  sense  either  are,  or 
can  be,  turned  towards  these  men  asp*'* 
sons  calculated  to  save  the  country.  Tney 
are  called  in,  if  >called  at  all,  not  by  the 
voice  of  the  people,  or  by  the  good  opi- 
nion of  the  king,  but  by  the  necessities  qf 
the  s^tetn,  which  are  such,  that  the  present 
set  appear  to  be  unable  to  provide  for 
them;  and  still  more  by  accident;  by  an 
accidental  quarrel,  which  has  made  such 
confusion  in  the  ranks  of  No-popery,  that 
it  can  no  longer  keep  going.  There  is  no 
doubt,  that  the  Whigs,,  if  we  must  still  call 
them  by  that  stinking  old  sham  name,  con- 
tain abler  men  than  are  to  be  found  in  the 
other  faction,  and  men  of  much  more  dig- 
nity of  character.  There  is  no  doubt, 
that  they  cotdd,  if  they  xvosdd,  do  great 
things  for  the  country.  But^  there  is  abo 
full  as  little  doubt,  that  they  will  not  at- 
tampt  it  I  am  inclined  to  think,  nay»  I 
firmly  believe,  that  Lord  Grey  would  per- 
form his  promise,  so  solemnly  made  to  tbt 
people,  of  obtaining  foi*  them  a  Reform  o^ 
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the  House  of  Commons;  but,  this  he  can- 
not attempt,  while  joined  with  Lord  Gren- 
ville  and  others.  It  was,  indeed,  this  junc- 
tion that  ruined  the  Fox  party,  and  that 
precipitated  their  leader  to  ilie  grave. 
Tlie  people  expected,  they  confidently  and 
they  jujitly  expected,  that,  when  Mr.  Fox 
caifte  into  power,  they  should  hear  the 
Pitt  system  reprobated  from  the  Treasury 
Bench,  and,  not  only  that,  but  that  they 
should  see  a  new  line  of  policy  followed. 
But,  instead  of  this>  they  heard,  from  that 
Bench,  nothing  but  the  praises  of  '*  the 
potman  now  no-more;**  and,  as  if  this  in- 
salt  bad  not  been  sufficient,  they  heard 
Mr.  Fox  himself  defend  bis  measures 
upon  the  ground,  thvit  they  were  in  pur- 
suance of  the  principles  of  Pitt,  to  get 
rid  of  the  operation  of  whose  accursed 
principles  it  was  desired  that  Mr.  Fox 
should  be  in  place.  The  system  of  Pitt, 
in  all  its  parts,  now  became  an  object 
of  praise  on  both  sides  of  the  House  ;  and 
this  appeared  to  be  the  only  change  of  any 
consequence,  which   the  change  of  men 

had  produced. The   Wellesleys   and 

their  government  in  India,  who  and  which 
had  been  a  grand  subject  of  attack  with 
the  Whigs  before  they  came  into  power, 
became,  at  once,  a  grand  object  of  their 
protection.  Thus  was  it,  too,  with  all 
peculators,  all  the  old  battening  Pittites, 
who  were  kept  in  their  offices  and  emolu- 
ments, in  spite  of  every  demand  of  reason, 

of  honour,  and  of  justice. ^Whatdo  the 

friends  and  partizans  of  the  Whigs  pro- 
mise us  noiv  f  Even  now,  in  this  terrible 
lituation,  what  do  they  propose  that  this 
set  oi  slatesnten  shall  do  for;  us  ?  They  tell 
us,  that  the  present  set  have  uselessly  pour- 
ed out  the  treasure  and  the  blood  of  the 
nation;  that  they  have  squandered  away 
millions  upon  millions  of  money,  and  ex- 
posed many  thousands  of  lives  to  almost 
certain  destruction,  and  that,  too,  appa- 
rently with  the  intention  of  purchasing 
disgrace  and  infamy.  Well ;  having  told 
us  this,  would  not  one  expect,  that  they 
would  state  to  us,  as  one  of  the  great  bene- 
fits to  be  expected  from  ^  change,  is,  the 
bringing  qf  these  men  to  justice  ?  Not  at  all ! 
We  hear  not  a  word  about  any  such  thing. 
No  such  idea  seems  to  have  had  a  place  in 
the  mind  of  their  chief  partizan,  who  tells 
us,  that  what  Lords  Grey  and  Grenville 
will  do,  is, "  10  restore  to  the  government  tjie 
"  4icimcy  it  has  lost,'*  a  phralb,  which  has 
My  meaning  or  no  meaning  at  all,  just  as 
the  writer  pleases :  a  poor,  vague,  shuf- 
fling form  of  words,  like  a  Methodist's 


prayer  or  the  creed  of  a  Jesuit.  What  is 
meant  by  the  efficiency  of  the  government? 
Cod  knows,  that,  in  but  too  many  ways, 
the  government,  in  the  hands  of  these  men, 
has  been  efficient  enough,  as  witness  the 
sending  out   of  troops  and  the  amount  of 

our  taxes. This   is,   however,   all   we 

shall  get  in  the  way  of  promise  now.  A 
promise  to  do  that  which  suits  their  own 
interests  and  views.  They  will  be  very 
cautious  how  they  make  any  new  and  de^ 
finite  promises,  having  smarted  so  severely 
for  the  breach  of  so  many  promises  before. 
•Indeed,  as  to  their  predecessoYs  (if  a 


change  is  to  take  place)  the  new  men  will 
serve- 05  a  shield.  They  will  call  upon  us 
boldly  tor  additional  taxes,  and  will  tell  us, 
they  are  to  pay  debts  which  their  prede- 
cessors contracted ;  that  the  fault  is  not 
theirs ;  but  belongs  to  those  predecessors  ; 
and,^if  we  call  upon  them,  in  return,  to  in- 
quire legally  into  this  fault,  and  ptmis/i  it, 
they  will  laugh  in  our  faces.  They  will 
soon  convince  us,  as  they  did  before,  that 
their  only  dislike  to  their  opponents,  is,  that 
they  occupy  the  places  that  they  want  to 
occupy  themiselves,  and  one  of  the  great 
uses  ot  which  places  is  to  provide  for  their 
families  and  personal  friends  at  the  peo- 
ple's expence.  Nay,  instead  of  bringing 
their  predecessors  to  justice ;  instead  of 
any  thought  of  that  sort,  we  shall  see  the 
dependents  of  those  predecessors  provided 
for  by  a  new  batch  of  pensions  and  allow-t 
ances. We  shall,  too,  see  the  same  dis- 
gusting meanness  as  to  the  Pittites  now  in 
inferior  offices.  The  Fox  party  did,  in 
this  respect,, behave  in  the  basest  manner, 
that  ever  marked  the  conduct  of  public 
men.  I  do  not  say,  that  their  partizans 
did  not  deserve  it ;  for  no  man  should 
ever  make  himself  dependent  upon  any 
minister ;  but,  the  fact  is,  that  there  were, 
in  every  part  of  the  country,  men,  who, 
for  many  years,  had  been  making  sacriii- 
ces  of  all  sorts  to  their  adherence  to  the 
Fox  party  ;  and,  when  that  party  came 
into  power,  they  received  their  reward  in 
being  neglected,  shunned,  and,  in  a  short 
time,  calumniated.  They  had,  in  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  the  mortification  to 
see,  that  the  pert  Pittite  still  held  his  office, 
and  that,  too,  in  spite  of  the  Foxitcs.  The 
secret  was  this:  the  Foxites  eould  do 
nothing  without  the  consent  of  the  Gren- 
villes,  and  they  were  resolved  to  keep  in 
the  adherents  of  Pitt  as  instruments  where- 
with to  prevent  the  Foxites  from  gaining 
an  ascendency ;  and  to  this  these  latter 
had  the  meanness  to  submit.    In  short. 
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the  people  every  where  felt,  that  there 
was,  in  fact,  no  change;  that  the  same  in- 
flaence  prevailed,  and  that  nearly  all  the 
same  persons  were  in  power.  In  this* 
county  of  Hants,  for  instance,  excepting  a 
few  places  about  the  Dock-yards,  that  the 
faction  itself  laid  its  hands  on,  all  was,  as 
usual,  still  left  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Old  George  Rose,  whose  minions  laughed 
at  the  long-expecting  and  now  despairing 
Foxites.  There  was  ho  change  of  influ- 
ence, whether  in  the  custom-house,  the 
stamp  office,  the  other  tax-offices,  the 
militia,  the  magistracy,  or,  in  short,  in  any 
department  in  the  ccftinty,  through  the 
whole  of  which  the  same  system  of  ex- 
ctusiOB  prevailed  against  the  Foxites 
with  as  much  rigour  as  it  had  pre- 
railed  at  any  former  period. — ^1  know 
of  nothing  that  gave  rise  to  so  much 
contempt  of  the  Whigs  as  this.  It  mark- 
ed their  inslgnificnnce  so  strongly  ;  or, 
it  was  a  proof  of  such  base  ingratitude. 
My  opinion  is,  too,  that  the  same  would 
take  place  again;  in  which  case,  however, 
they  may  rest  assured  of  not  remaining  in 
place  a  twelvetttonth.  If  I  were  to  select 
tbeiHurticular  <rause,  lArhich  I  looked  upofi 
as  more  efficifeftt'^tWn  anyl:J(her^ 
ducing  that  sort  of  public  fecllitg  tcrti 
them,  which  was  well  knowii  to  exist,  a»i 
the  existence  of  which  emboldened  No- 
em  out, 
iheir 
unfeelinj^  neglect,  their  base  abandonment, 
of  their  friends,  their  long-tried  and  ftiith- 
ful  tMiherents,  whom  they  sacrificed  with- 
out the  least  apparent  remorse,  for  the 
sake  of  keeping  well  with  the  Gren- 
villes.  It  was  this  connection  that  was 
the  cause  of  iheir  fall  before ;  and,  utiless 
they  change  their  mode  of  acting,  it  will 

Sull  them  down  again. — —It  was  quite 
iverting  to  see  Pittite  wretches,  who, 
from  this  cause,  had  been  kopt  in  their 
several  pffices,  making  use  of  those  offices 
to  undermine  the  ministry,  who  hdd  been 
base  enough  to  It^avc  the  power  in  their 
hands;  and,  what  was  best  of  a!!,  they, 
almost  every  where,  and  in  this  county  m 
particular,  were  full  as  zealous  ag.inst  the 
GreriVilfcs  as  they  were  against  the  Fox- 
iies.  The  truth  is,  that  ♦^heWhip?'  vrished 
to  remain  in  pnivcr,  and  tiv*  y  thou-.ht  th?t 
pnr;.f,se  would  I'v  accomplished  py  buv-ng 
olf  their  e:io:nir<>.  r;aKf'r  tl.ivi1»y  i^v, ar-  'i:? 
th' ir  frit-iHv- ;  tti  la  which  a  nu  .•  v,r\i]: 
or  more  b,v.'»  roiio'i  jewr  -:-  -r^ ,;  -'o  ''^ 

IT>i.lci  Ot  »ii;.T>.  ^i  W  r,   »>;^.  -.       ;    -     ]  !,♦       ..  -,   pi   • 


{opery  to  advise  the  king  to  turn  then 
should  say,  that  that  cause  was. 


tended  with  so  little  sorrow,  on  the  part  of 
the  nation.  They  really  had  nofiiendi. 
Even  their  offices  at  Whitehall  were  cram- 
med with  the  creatures  of  Pitt;  so  that, 
they  became  very  soon  objects  of  hatred 
with  their  former  friends,  and  objects  of 
contempt  with  those  whose  enmity  they 

thought  they  had  purchased. After  all, 

however,  LET  US  GIVE  THEM  ANO- 
THER  FAIR  TRIAL.  If  the  king  should 
put  them  in  office,  let  us  wait  and  see 
what  they  will  do,  before  we  condemn 
them.  If  it  shall  "appear,  that,  in  spite  of 
all  they  have  now  witnessed,  they  mean  to 
go  on  in  the  old  way,  and  give  us  no 
change  except  that  of  men,  we  cannot  too 
soon  begin  to  assail  their  proceedings^ 
but,  let  us  see  this  first ;  and  let  us,  in  the 
mean  while,  endeavour  to  forget  the  past. 
What  I  think  they  ought  not  to  do  may 
easily  be  quessed  at  from  what  1  have 
complained  of  their  having  done;  and 
what  I  think  they  ought  to  do,  may  be  as 
easily  guessed  at  from  what  I  have  com- 
plained of  their  not  having  done.  They 
bad  tlie  power  to  do  all  that,  was  necessa- 
ry fof  the  safety  and  happiness  of  the  na- 
tion,and  they  (<^t  thcM^^'ptaces  becMse 

oi««MJP  ;fttiiy»  -  They  wejr«r>i.aetf  o^,  ^m  " 
ist,  aira  I  tfcccfitselves  said,  by  a  Ibw  and  despi9abfe 
intrt^ae ;  but,  if  tj^ey  had  done'any  tbwg 
for  tne  people  ;  if  they  had  been  about 
doinff  any  thing  for  the  people,  those, 
who  were  engaged  in,  .thosfe  who  ^-erc 
the  principal  actors  in,  that  intri£TW> 
would  no  more  have  thought  of  such  a 
thing,  than  they  would  have  thought  of 
teizing  a  lion  by  the  jaws-  Their  more 
cunning  enemies  had  seen  them  rapidly 
sink  ia  the  public  estimation,  and  there- 
fore it  Was,  that  they  availed  themselves 
of  the  first  pretence  to  work  them  out.  I 
never  remember  joy  more  gwieral  tlian 
that  i^hich  was  expressed  upon  their  ex- 
pulsion from  the  cabinet.  I'hcre  was  faei- 
ther  sorrow  from  a  public  motive,  nor  pity 
iron)  a  private  one.  Let  them  take  warn- 
ing, or  such  will  again  be  theh- iaie.— -^I 
have  observed,  that  ilie  Morning  Chro- 
nide,  in  speakiiigoltho  ori^^in  I'f  ine  quar- 
rel lirtwern  the  pistolling  pi  ivy  couMcl* 
lor<  hi>ihis  r^^mark:  (hut,  **  if  Ain.  tA!t- 
'•  KING  (Vif\  a-lvise  the  li:»^j  topu^  ..»jiLord 


"  CdsK' 

\fi\Gjh,    .»nd  put 

"  in  hi> 

r  K-*,  he     ' 

"       4,      Vi 

'  '\\  ^  -v.M , ;,    . 

'*  at !  •  ■ 
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peciallv  when  Tie  wed  with  some  others, 
made  lately  in  the  same  print,  as  a  very 
bad  omen  of  what  will  be  the  system  of 
the  Whigs.  The  Wellesleys  have,  to  be 
lore,  treated  them  in  a  way,  w^ich  woald, 
if  the  Whigs  had  any  spirit  at  all  left  in 
them,  eflectually  remove  from  our  minds 
all  dread  of  the  former  having  any  share  in 
nding  us ;  but,  this  language  of  the  Morn- 
ing Chronicle,  and  the  notorious  vassalage 
of  the  Foxites,  really  makes  one  dread 
that  some  coalition  of  this  sort  will  take 
place;  and,  if  it  does,  Mr.  Perry's  place 
will  not  be  worth  above  two  months  pur- 
chase. He  would,  in  that  case,  do  better 
to  join  us  Jacobins  at  once  ;  for^  unless  he 
make  up  his  mind  to  become  a  thorough- 
going Pittite,  a  Calcutta  man,  he  may  be 
assured  that  his  services  will  soon  be  sup- 
planted by  those  of  the  editor  of  the  Morn- 
mg  Post,  who,  I  perceive,  is  very  fast 
tacking  i^ut,  in  order  to  be  ready  to  sail 

in  the  new  direction. The  Fox  party 

bai,  from  one  cause  and  another,  already 
infiered  great  diminution ;  aiid,  if  they 
DOW  suffer  the  Wellesleys  to  be  imposed 
upon  them,  they  will  all  be  shoved  out  in 
\om  than  six  months. One  would  thinks 

rtkat  they  would  not  be  so  foolish  ;  but, 
llere  is  no  saying  what  the  eagerness  for. 
filace  may  not  do.  If  $1  r.  Fox  had,  in 
'  \906,  insisted  upon  his  own  terms  of  com- 
ity into  place,  he  must,  in  a  few  months, 
have  bad  those  terms  granted  to  him ; 
that  is  to  say,  if  his  terms  had  been  bot- 
tomed upon  the  principles  for  which  he 
had  contended.  So  must  it  be  now,  if 
Lord  Grey  and  others  Were  to  insist  upon 
sach  terms  ;  but,  if  they  enter  the  cabinet 
upon  conditions  such  as  tb*ey  efttered  it 
upon  before,  and  especially  if  they  enter 
it  with  the  Wellesleys,  they  cannot  re- 
main three  months.  They  will  be  taken 
in  merely  to  be  demolished ;  to  be  fi- 
nished ;  and,  then,  out  they  go,  neck 
and  heels,  for  the  public  to  spit  upon. 
Oitf  of  the  ministry,  and  taking  the 
•deof  the  people,  ihey  may  not  only  be 
•omething,  but  they  may  be  formidable ; 
bat,  if  they  enter  the  cabinet  once  more  in 
the  character  of  underlings;  if  they  get 
one  more  dip  of  the  negrb,  they  may  go 
and  hang  or  shoot  one  another,  for  they 
will  never  again  be  admitted  into  the  so- 
ciety of  white  men ;  they  may  associate 
with  the  rest  of  the  tawnies,  under  the 
command  of  the  Calcutta  heroes,  but  asso- 
ciate with  people  with  white  skins  they 

certainly  will  not. 1,  for  my  part,  shall 

>ot  have  &r  to  goj  for  proof  as  to  whether 


they  are  underlings,  or  not.  If  they,  suffer 
this  moncpoly  of  power ;  this  exclusive  tystem 
of  county  governtnent;  if  they  suffer  this 
to  remain  ia  Hampshire  for  only  one  month 
after  they  are  in  power,  I  shall  be  very 
certain  as  to  what  the  nation  has  to  expect 
from  them. Considering  them  altoge- 
ther, they  certainly  have,  beyond  all  com-  ^ 
parison,  more  talent  and  more  individual 
character,  ihan  their  opponents,  whom,  in- 
deed, it  required  a  state  of  things  like  the 
present  to  put  into  the  situation  of  minis- 
ters. Some  years  ago,  a  man,  whp,  after 
describing  Lord  Castlereagh  and  hb  bro- 
ther pistoler,  should  have  said,  that  two 
such  men  would  become  privy  counsellors 
and  ministers  of  state,  would  have  been 
treated  as  a  jester,  or  an  ideot.  But,  nei- 
ther ,talent  nor  character,  nor  both  toge- 
gether,  will  now  do,  unless  there  be  a  re- 
solution to  produce  a  change  in  the  system  . 
of  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  govem- 
menL  If  the  same  system  be  to  continue* 
it  is  i\ill  as  well  to  have  one  set  of  minis- 
ters as  the  other ;  and,  indeed,  any  mere 
change  of  nten  is  a  grievous  tpisfortune  to 
the  country,  because  it  is  sure  to  cause  a 

great  addition  to  its  burthens^ There  15 

a  talk  about  ^coalition  between- the  Whigs 
and  p^t  o§  No-popery.  This  I  i^ntore  to 
pronounce  impomhle.    It  cannot  be. 

Jubilee. As    the    Seat-sellers    and 

Contractors,  and  all  that  gang,  who  get 
rich  by  war  and  taxation,  are  bent  upon  a 
noise  and  guzzling  match,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  tell,  in  the  words  of  Chambers, 
what  is  the  proper  way  of  keeping  a  Jubi- 
lee. "  One  of  our  Kings,  viz.  Edward  III, 
*'  caused  his  birth-day  to  be  observed  in 
"  manner  of  a  Jubilee,  when  he  became 
"  fifty  years  of  age,  but  not  before  or  afl^r. 
"  This  he  did  by  rekasmg  prisoners,  par dan-i 
"  ing  all  offences,  making  good  laws,  and 
''granting  many  privileges  to  the  people,*^ 

^This  is  a  sort  of  Jubilee,  that  the 

unfeeling  boozers  and  guttlers  of  the  ' 
City  have  not  much  notion  of,  as  would 
appear  from  a  Mr.  Mawman  (no  bad  name 
for  the  occasion  and  the  cause),  who  insists 
upon  it  as  necessary  to  have  the  expenee 
of  Uie  dinner  defrayed  out  of  the  City 
purse,  lest,  if  the  exp'ence  came  out  of  the 
pockets  of  individuals,  nobody  should  at- 
tend. This  is  a  pretty  good  proof  of  Mr. 
Mawman's  opinion,  that  the  loyalty  of  the 
City  is  not  worth  the  price  of  a  dinner. 

But,  I  b#g  the   public  to   remark, 

that  the  leading  men,  in  the  promotion  of 
this  Jubilee,  are  Bank  Directors  and  India 
Direi  X)r«,  the  one  while  the  guinea  sells  for 
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twenty  five  shillings  in  tlieir  notes,  and 
the  other  asking  t'oi'  aid  from  the  pub- 
lic,  as  a  pauper    asks    for    pari.sh  relief. 

Will    these    Bank   Directors   do    as 

Edward  lil.  did?  Will  they  petition  the 
king  f(;r  the  release  of  the  many  poor 
wretches  whp  are  waiting  the  severe  sen- 
tence of  those  laws,  those  acts,  which  are 
unknown  to  the  ancient  principles  of  Eng- 
lish jurisprudence,  and  which  have  made 
it  death  to  imitate  their  money,  or  to  write 
their  names  at  the  bottom  of  a  bit  of  pa- 
per? Will  they  do  this?  Will  they  ask 
for  the  mitigation  of  the  sentence  of  only 
one  of  these  unfortunate  wretches?  Or, 
will  they,  upon  the  very  morning  of  the 
Jubilee,  go  and  see  -them  kick  their  last 
upon  the  gallows  ? — ^This  is  verily  the 
most  audacious  insult  that  ever  was  at- 
tempted ;'  and  I  cannot  help  lookintr  upon 
it  as  a  trial  of  what  the  people  will  bear, 
preparatory  to  some  new  and  'yet  un- 
heard-of act  of  oppression. — I  should  nut 
wonder  If  they  had,  it  in  contemplation  to 
apply  for  a  law  to  make  it  transportation 
to  say  that.  Bank  Notes  are  at  a  discotau ; 
or  something  of  that  sort.  In  short,  aller 
what  we  have  seen,  on  the  part  of  these 
Jews  and  Contractors,  there  is  nothing  that 
dught  to  astonish  us. 

W".  COBBETT. 
Bo/%,  Thw^sday,  2Sth  Sept,  1  «09. 


STATE  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

Sir ;  Amons  foreigners  this  nation  has 
been  esteemed  a  nation  of  humourists; 
and,  doubtless,  if  diifering  in  judgment 
and  reasoning  from  the  rest  of  the  world 
be  genuine  humour,  there  is  no  people 
under  the  sun  who  have  an  equal  claim  to 
the  same  title.  We  are  separated  from 
the  continent  by  a  channel  so  narrow,  that 
but  too  many  of  our  Southern  brethren 
are  within  hearing  of  the  cannon,  and 
within  sight  of  the  illuminations  of  rejoic- 
ing for  victories  over  ourselves  and  our 
aines;  and  yet  by  a  strange  perversion 
of  judgment,  we  hug  ourselves,  and  act  as 
if  the  victories  were  our  own,  and  the 
French,  from  a  mistaken  notion  of  poli- 
tesse,  had  been  at  the  expence  of  celebrat- 
ing their  own  reverses.  We  send  out  ex- 
pedition upon  expedition,  with  the  advan- 
tage of  sending  them  whithersoever  we 
list,  and  of  attacking  poinu  the  most 
unguarded  ;  and  yet,  with  this  advantage, 
the  engine  but  recoils  upon  the  feeble 
hands  that  directed  it,  and  each  successive 
expedition  returns  more  beaten,  more  dis- 


graced, and  more  confounded  than  that 
by  which  it  \\as  preceded. — With  this 
accumulation  of  annual  ignominy,  instead 
of  Reeling  Jmmbtt  d  by  our  habiiual  blun- 
ders, and  the  awful  judg.nenis  that  await 
them,  or,  what  is  more  to  the  point,  in- 
stead of  acknowledging  that  somtthing 
must  be  wrong,  ar.J  endeavouring  to  re- 
dress it,  we  grow  more  foul-mouthed  to- 
ward friend  and  foe ,  we  abuse  the  latter 
for  lK*ating  us,  and  the  former  for  suffer- 
ing himself,  like  ourselves,  to  be  beaten. 
With  what  efforts  of  panegyric,  clumsy 
indeed,  but  well  intended,  was  the  pa- 
triotic Archduke  celebrated  but  yester- 
day !  With  what  virulence  of  invective  is 
.  he  persecuted  to-day !  It  would  appear 
that  this  prince  anticipated  with  joy  the 
defeat  of  his  army,  that  he  deliberately 
planned  his  own  destruction  at  Wagram, 
and  hastened  to  <^onsummate  it  at  the  feet 
of  Napoleon.  The  long,  the  laborious, 
the  heart-rending  services  which  he  has 
performed  for  a  corrupt  system,  to  which, 
like  all  other  champions  in  the  same 
cause,  he  has  fallen  a  victim,  are  forgotten. 
His  former  meiits  are  as  nothing;  and  he 
is  now  branded  as  a  traitor  by  the  hu- 
mourous malignity  of  our  hired  and  even 
unhired  writers,  and  their  too  partial,  cre- 
dulous, or  corrupt  readers.  Those  on  the 
field  of  action  felt,  and  severely  felt,  that 
the  hopes  of  Austria  were  lost  at  Aspern. 
The  unbmken  communication  of  Napo- 
leon with  the  islands  in  the  Danube,  his 
t^te-dt  -pent  which  stood  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy  unassaulted,  and  even  without  in- 
sult, and,  above  all,  the  fearful  serenity  of 
his  mind,  prove  this  defeat  to  have  been 
achieved  rather  by  the  pens  of  English 
hirelings,  than  by  the  swords  of  our  allies. 
Yet,  placed  as  we  are  at  a  secure  distance 
from  the  scene,  we  presume  to  call  that 
Armistice  infamous  and  unnecessary,  to 
which  a  brave,  a  numerous,  an  almost  num- 
berless host,  headed  by  a  leader  respect^ 
able  for  skill,  and  unimpeached  for  inte- 
grity, was  conipeUid  to  submit.  We, 
whose  every  scheme  but  heaps  upoa 
us  treble  confusion,  are  the  fo*st  to  join 
our  voices  with  those  of  the  enemy  in 
stigmatising  a  nation  for  being  vanquished 
after  a  struggle  for  independence.  This 
it  is.  Sir,  to  be  protected  from  invasion 
by  local  advantages,  and  the  natural 
barrier  of  ^the  sea — Glorious  advantage! 
that  we  may  look  tamely  on  the  wreck 
of  empires,  and  join  our  reproaches 
to  the  vanquished,  with  the  scoffiDgs  of  the 
vanquishers! — Could  a  person  be  found. 
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irh^'in  the  fame  of  occurrences  for  these 
last  Id  years  had  not  reached,  he  would 
doubtless  expect,  from  the  tenor  of  lan- 
guage held  in  this  country,  that  while  con- 
tinental armies  were  repulsed  at  all  points, 
the  British  held  good  more  than  their 
ancicDt  fame,  by  an  unbroken  series  of 
brilliant  exploits.  How  eagerly  would  he 
listen,  how  hang  upon  the  lips  of  the  nar- 
rator !  With  what  delight  would  the  lat- 
ter dwell  upon  one  splendid,  and  efficient 
battle,  in  Kgy pt  1  I  use  the  term  ^cient ; 
for  if  the  end  be  not  answered,  the  exploit 
is  to  be  numbered  with  failures.  With 
what  emphasis  would  he  enforce,  and  vary 
this  one,  and  almost  only  one  tale,  and 
with  what  despair  would  he  cast  his  eye 
over  the  long  catalogue  of  calamity  and 
humiliation  which  truth  would  compel  him 
to  produce!  I  talk  not  of  skirmishes,  but 
of  those  encounters,  which  by  their  mag- 
nitude contribute  to  the  mastery  of  em- 
pires— and  of  these,  from  the  abandonment 
of  the  Toulonnese,  whom  we  had  sworn  to 
protect,  to  the  late  childish  business  at  the 
Scheldt, the  general  tenor  has  been  failure, 
disgrace,  defeat.  Let  us  throw  a  hasty 
glance  over  these  most  distressing  items  of 
national  disaster.  Believe  me,  Sir,  it  may 
be  of  use — it  may  lead  us  to  a  detection  of 
errors,  and  a  developement  of  a  wicked 
system — for,  ,although  a  casual  accident 
might  befall ;  continued,  and  unvaried  dis- 
aster in  our  military  attempts,  cannot, 
when  we  consider  the  transcendant  bravery 
of  our  troops,  be  attributed  to  ought  else 
but  a  depraved  and  wicked  system.  But 
if  no  other  end  be  answered  by  the  recital, 
owing  to  that  blindness  which  refused  the 
offered  light,  it  may  at  least  teach  us  humi- 
lity, and  a  fellow-feeling  for  the  partners 
in  our  misfortunes.  Let  us  see. — Dunkirk ! 
.  and  our  consequent  retreat. — ^The  Helder  I 
and  that  immense  host,  which  the  French 
with  a  force  totally  disproportioned  in 
nomberS)  compelled  to  escape  by  capitula- 
tion— ^The  above  are  princely  trophies  ! 
Ferrol !  oi-  the  manoeuvres  of  Sir  James 
against  open  gates.  Poor  Sir  James  I  }\e 
had  the  treasure  in  view,  but  from  a  sort 
of  false  modesty  relinquished  that  and  the 
peerage  for  a  secure  asylum  in  the  shipf. 
Buenos  Ayres !  It  wras  an  easy  things — any 
body,  as  in  the  latter  case,  was  fit  to  com- 
mand.— ^You  had  only  to  shew  yourself^; 
the  Spaniards  were  poor  creatures  even  at 
uome,  and  in  those  parts  were  as  easy  to 
drive  as  their  Merino  sheep.  Besides,  the 
blcjiMing  of  an  English  go&cmor,  (forgorem- 
«Kni  is  a  term  obsolete  in  the  colonies) 


would  alone,  one  would  think,  bring  them 
over.  Those  stupid  ideots  of  Spaniards 
thought  otlicrwise,  and  so,  as  they  would  not 
yield  to  general  W^hitclock,  general 
Whitelock  yielded  to  them,  and  thus  nar- 
ro\\»ly  escaped  a  peerage.  I  pass  over  the 
last  deplorable  business  in  Egypt  under 
general  Wauchope,  and  the  gallant  skir- 
mish (for  it  was  no  more)  at  Maida; 
since  neither  the  loss  of  the  one  nor 
the  gain  of  the  other  were  of  a  scale  of 
magnitude  sufficient  to  infiuence  the  des* 
tiny  even  of  a  province,  ^  and  much 
less  of  a  nation.  The  first  was  one  un« 
varied  tissue  of  disaster  to  ourselves, 
the  latter  was  glorious  to  ourselves,  ana 
only  disastrous  to  our  wretched  allies^ 
whom  we  seduced,  and,  as  usual,  aban- 
doned to  destruction.  Copenhagen !  I  do 
not  imagine  the  greatest  amateur  will  in- 
sist much  on  the  *****  committed  on 
Copenhagen,  I  am  willmg  to  pass  it  over, 
or  even  to  number  it,  with  splendid  events, 
if  it  be  insisted  on,  because  it  succeeded. 
We  went  to  ***** ;  neither  did  we  come 
empty  away.  The  part  of*****  was  not 
ill  sustained,  and  the  praters  of  the  fleets 
no  doubt,  called  down  success  upon  out 
arms  in  this  pious  undertaking.  I  am 
aware  that  some  difTerence  of  opinion  pre- 
vails relative  to  this  business;  but,  upon 
the  whole,  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  will 
not  be  an  unentertaining  supplement  to 
some  future  edition  of  the  history  of  the 
Buccaneers.  To  this  brilliant  list,  add  the 
consequences  of  the  affair  at  Vimiera,  by 
which  we  gained  the  distinguished  hoooar 
of  submitting  our  fleets  to  the  use  of  the 
Trench,  and  of  elevating  our  nara/m«i  to 
the  rank  of  carriers  to  an  enemy  Jrom  a 
country  where  all  was  hostile,  to  a  country 
where  all  was  friendly ;  from  difiiculties, 
dangers,  an  exasperated  mob,  an  enemy 
far  superior  in  numbers,  scanty  supplies, 
and  an  untenable  position,  to  the  safety 
and  plenty  of  a  land  that  should  recruit 
them  for  our  destruction.  Of  the  three  re- 
maining exploits,  our  flight  from  Salamanca 
to  Corunna,  our  victory  at  2^^  flight  from 
Talavera,  our  late  grand  achievement  at 
the  Scheldt,  which  must  have  caused  more 
Dutch  women  to  miscarry  than  was  ever 
known  before,  let  the  ci^MU^tn-f  select  which 

is  their  favourite. All  this  is  wondrous. 

But,  Sir,  next  to  the  exploits  themselves^ 
the  wonder  is  tQ  observe  with  w-hat  ad* 
dress  the  memories  of  them  are  erased 
from  the  minds  of  men.  A  theatre,  de* 
molished,  or  rebuilt ;  a  Mrs.  Clarke ;  a 
Jubilee  :  a  contest  betweeirMr8.J)iekon« 
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and  Madame  Catalani ;  or  a  Duel  between 
two  such  men  as  Lord  Castlereagh  and  Mr. 
Canning,  a  something,  and  an  any  thing  J  s 
sure  to  mterpose  between  the  just  indig- 
nation of  a  brave  and  insuHed  people,  and 
the  wretches  by  whom  they  have  been 
successively  disgraced.  With  what  horror 
'  must  the  cabinet  have  read  the  Convention 
of  Cintra,  had  it  not  been  smothered  in 
the  fiines  of  Co  vent  Garden  theatre  ?  With 
what  dread  would  they  have  listened  to 
the  groans  of  a  suffering  people  for  their 
heroic  countrymen  who/c//  uselessly ,  or  re- 
turnedfiigitwes  from  the  Spanish  campaign, 
had  not  those  groans  b^^n  converted  into 
laughter  by  the  royal  Love-letters  !  How 
might  they  have  felt,  when  a  poor  old 
man  who  had  retired  from  all  public 
emplo^ent,  on  the  plea  of  years,  and 
infirmities,  was  called  upon  to  fill  a  place, 
of  all  others  requiring  the  greatest  ac- 
tivity and  ability,  that  of  Commander  in 
Chief,  had  not  their  sense  of  feeling  been 
deadened  by  another  blow  yet  more  vio- 
lent, in  a  groni  expedition,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  bran  new  general  (for  warfare 
can  alone  make  an  M  general,  and  not 
years,  as  is  usually  supposed  in  this  coun- 
try) to  command  it — and  how  might  their 
Uttention  be  rivetted  to  this  last^  the  con- 
summation of  indignities,  which  has  been 
purchased  by  the  blood  or  by  the  diseases 
of  more  than  half  that  immense  force,  were 
hot  that  newly  eoaded  attention  diverted 
from  this  dreadful  blow,  to  the  rise  of 
price  at  a  theatre,  to  Catalani,  John  Kem- 
ble;  a  Jubilee,  of  a  Duel  between  the 

NoodLb  and  Doodle  of  our  Cabinet! 

Oh,  thi^  is  foul !  this  is  indeed  very  foul ! 
but  worse  may  yet  await  us.  But  two 
days  ago  it  was  announced  that  Lord  Coch- 
rane, who  has  well  merited  the  hatred 
of  certain  cautious  and  prudent  men  by 
the  uniform^ access  attending  his  enter- 
prizes,  transacted  business  in  company  with 
the  hero  qf  Fcrrol  at  Lord  Mulgrdve's  office. 
I  am  not  initiated  in  the  mysteries  of  ca- 
binets; Would  to  God  there  were  no  mys- 
tery in  them,  but  all  was  plain,  open,  ho- 
nest, and'inteltigible  ;  but  I  do  confer  to- 
you  (impossible  as  it  may  appear)  I  rea<i  a 
tearful  omen  from  this  stranije  alliance  of 
men  so  totally  dissimilar,  engaged  in  the 
tome  business.  Is  the  Ferrolian  chieftain 
really  about  to  relinquish  the  peaceful  oc* 
ci]|pations  m  which  he  is  born  to  shine,  for 
the  dangers  and  mishaps  of  another  es8<iy 
m  the  art  of  war  ?  Is  a  peerage  so  nect* s- 
•ary  to  human  happiness  as  t>  induce  him 
•o  (Change  his  very  nature,  and  rush  ihrough 


ways  so  dangerous  to  explore  ?  Of  the  fact 
I  am  ignorant ;  I  should  have  read  of  Sir 
James  and  Lord  Mulgrave  to  .all  eternity, 
without  even  thinking  of. such  a  thing  as 
war.  But  the  name  of  Lord  Cochrane  puts 
it  naturally  into  one's  head,  and  as  late 
events  shew  nothing  tp  be  impossible,  I 
formed  a  most  dreadful  divination  that  ano- 
ther judgment  impentled  over  us. — At  pre- 
sent I  shall  say  no  more;  but  ia  taking  my 
leave,  I  call  on  you,  and  every  man,  who 
is  not  absolutely  hired  and  engaged  to 
plot  his  country  s  downi^U,  to  arrest  the 
attention  of  Englishmen,  and  to  j^  it  on 
one.  or  on  all  of  the  disasters  to  which  a 
nation,  tl^  most  gallant  in  the  universe, 
has  been  bowed,  by  the  folly  or  the  vora- 
city of  their  guardians;  to  evince  to  them, 
in  the  clearest  light,  how  much  blood  has 
been  shed,  what  diseases  contracted,  what 
treasures  exhauste<l,  in  foolish  and  vain  ex- 
peditions, which  could  not  have  been  more 
disastrous,  if  they  had  been  planned  for  the 
sake  of  the  contractors  whom  they  enrich, 
the  court  generals  whom  they  are  intend- 
ed to  ennoble,  and  the  scorn  and  laughter 
of  an  enemy  who  rises  in  vigour  and  in 
pride  from  the  successive  defeats  and  dis- 
graces which  we  purchase  to  ourselves  at 
this  dear  rate.     Yours, 

BWTANNICUS. 


JUBILEE  PROPOSED. 

Sib  ;  As  the  present  age  will  ever  remain 
conspicuously  memorable  ra  the  annals  of 
the  Christian  aera.  When  posterity  revert 
to  this  eventful  page,  will  not  the  inde- 
pendence that  this  island  has  maintained, 
amidst  the  fatal  wrecks  of  power  that  wc 
have  witnessed,  be  revered  and  glorified  ? 
Does  not  this  part  of  our  retrospect  afibrd 
matter  of  exultation — that,  though  we 
have  been  so  long  menaced  with  destruc* 
tion  by  most  inveterate  enemies,  yet  we 
have,  under  the  auspices  of  our  God,  pre- 
served our  valued  country,  secured  her 
pre-eminence,  and,  amiJst  the  blessmgsof 
liberty,  enjoy  the  blissful  reign  of  peace 
within  her  borders  ?  Durmg  the  awful 
calamities  that  have  afflicted  such  an  ex« 
tensive  portion  of  the  civilized  world,  ba^ 
not  our  munificence  and  succour  to  the 
oppressed  been  minifesHy  exemplified? 
Though  this  auxiliary  sort  of  warfare  has 
been  very  prejudicial  to  ourselves,  yet  we 
are  not  coinpelled  to  become  fugit  ve^ ; 
we  are  not  subject  to  the  sanguinary  Inws 
of  tyranny  and  despotism  ;  W\  a»e  not  ♦he 
victims  01  that  vengeance  which  ha^  beei} 
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sworn  against  qs;  on  the  contrary «  I 
boldly  assert,  that  we  are  the  greatest,  the 
most  illustrious  people  on  the^  earth ; 
happy  in  the  supreme  felicity  of  social 
intercourse,  undisturbed  by  taction,  and 
rich  beyond  competition  in  the  prolific 
bounties  of  nature  ;  therefore,  sir,  I  would 
hafe  this  eminent  period  of  our  history 
commemorated  in  a  most  sienal  manner 
throughout  Great  Britain,  1  know  my- 
self incompetent  to  premise  adequately  a 
plan  of  such  magnitude  as  the  circum- 
ttaoce  requires  ;  but  the  impression  I  feel 
as  to  the  happy  consequences  that  would 
resolt,  stimulate  me  to  the  iittempt. — 
The  divine  historian,  Moses ;  the  inimita- 
ble Psalmist,  and  all  the  sacred  writers  of 
antiquity,  exhorted  the  people  to  praise 
and  thanksgiving,  not  in  a  spiritless  man- 
ner, with  distrustful  visages,  but  with 
cheerful  countenances,  with  songs  and 
dances,  with  timbrels,  harps,  sackbuts, 
psalteries  and  dulcimers,  which  appears 
to  me  a  more  reasonable  way  of  display- 
ing gratitude  for  benefits,  than  the  utter- 
ing any  set  form  of  wor^s  in  a  sullen  and 
morose  manner,  as  if,  contrary  to  will, 
compulsively  driven  to  it. — I  would,  there- 
fore, recommend  the  institution  of  a  Na- 
tional Jubilee,  to  consist  of  €rrand  Sacred 
Oratorios,  Amphitheatrical  Sports,  Thes- 
pian Amusements,  and  various  other  pub- 
lic Diversions,  somewhat  after  the  follow- 
ing manner :  Grand  Oratorios  should  be 
appointed  to  take  place  in  every  Cathedral 
Church  in  Great  Britain,  and  in  other 
Charches  or  Chapels  remotely  situate  from 
Cathedrals  ;  tbuse  should  consist  in  sacred 
recitatives,  airs,  a«d  choruses,  appropriate 
to  the  occasion,  both  original  and  select. — 
Extensive  amphitheatres  should  be  erected 
opon  specified  plains  throughout  the  coun- 
try, at  proper  distances  from  each  other, 
in  the  cemre  of  which  gymnastic  exercises 
ihould  be  exhibited,  aner  the  mnnner  of 
the  Olympian,  Pythian,  Isthmian  and 
Nemean  Games  of  Greece,  instituted  in 
commemoration  of  rensarkable  -occur- 
rences: These  sports  should  consist  in 
trials  of  skill  in  the  arts  of  fencing,  cudgel- 
playing  or  single-stick,  spmmg,  wrest- 
ling, horsemanship,  and  the  like;  toge- 
ther with  morrice-dancing,  running,  leap- 
ing, throwing,  &c.  The  champions  who 
excelled  in  these  exploits  should  be  dig- 
nified with  honorary  meeds,  such  as  wea- 
pons of  war  ;  the  air  at  every  interval  to 
De  agitated  with  the  most  powerful  bands 
of  martial  music,  playing  the  national  airs 
of  **  Rul«  BritanniV    **  Britons  strike 
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home,*'  *'  See  the  conqctcring  Her© 
comes,"  •'  God  save  the  Kiiig,"  Lc. 
Perhaps,  in  this  instance,  1  may,  by  some, 
be  accused  of  an  offence  against  the  re- 
fined sense  of  the  times,  by  wishing  to  in^ 
troduce  the  customs  of  those  remote  ages ; 
but  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
estimation  in  which  Homer,  Herodptus, 
Thucydides,  and  many  other  eminent 
poets,  historians,  and  philosophers,  held 
these  public  ^ames,  will  bear  witness  for 
me  that  no  inconsistency  whatever  at- 
taches to  it.  The  Greeks  in  their  wars 
with  the  Persians  were  indebted  to  these 
institutions  for  their  most  memorable  vie- 
toriesw  Those  who  signalized  themselves 
at  the  battles  of  Marathon,  Salamis,  and 
Platsa,  had  before  obtained  rewards  at 
the  public  games.  "  Die,"  said  his  con- 
gratulating companions  to  Anaxagoras, 
who  had  been  a  very  successful  competi- 
tor, "  die,  for  thou  canst  nof  be  a  God." 
Herodotus  relates  a  story  of  some  Arca- 
dians who  were  introduced  to  Xerxes,  and 
being  asked  what  was  doing  in  Greece, 
they  answered,  "  that  it  was  the  season  of 
*'  tne  Olympic  games."  Being  asked, 
'^  how  the  conquerors  in  those  contentions 
"  were  rewarded,"  they  answered,  "  by 
"  an  olive  garland,"  upon  which  Tritan- 
tsecbmes,  a  prince  of  the  blood-royal  of 
Persia,  exclaimed,  "  O,  Mardooius,  what 
"  a  people  have  yott-  brought  us  to  fight 
"  against,  who  contend  among  themselves, 
"  not  for  riches,  but  for  virtue."  Some 
of  the  most  eminent  Englfsh  divines  have 
also  written  with  much  eulogy  their  sen* 
timents  upon  these  institutions,  and  per- 
haps the  following  elegant  illustration  of 
them,  by  Archbishop  rotter,  may  serve 
to  heighten  their  propriety;  *•  These 
"  games,"  says  he,  "  had  excellent  politi- 
"  cal  eifect  m  promoting  national  union, 
"  in  diffusing  the  love  of  glory,  and  train- 
'*  ing  the  youth  to  martial  exercises  ;  they 
''  cherished,  at  once,  an  hcroical  spirit, 
**  which  led  to  the  formation  of  extraor* 
**  dinary  and  hazardous  enterprizes ;  they 
<'  contributed  essentially  to  the  improve* 
*'  ment  of  the  Greek  nation,  for  while  they 
''  promoted  hardiness  and  agility  of  body, 
"  they  likewise  cultivated  urbanity  and 
"  politeness ;  they  were  the  resort  of  the 
"  poets,  historians,  and  philosophers.'* 
— Conveniently  detached  from  these  am- 
phitheatres, spacious  buildini^  should  be 
temporarily  erected  for  Thespian  perform- 
ances, in  situations  where  provincial  thea* 
tres  could  not  be  retorted  to.  These 
amosements  shoaM  consist  in  fcenet  be* 
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twixt  characters  personifying  British 
sailors^  soldiers,  landlords,  politicians,  &c. 
illustrating  in  a  chronological  manner,  the 
progress  of  our  present  greatness;  histo- 
ries of  the  achievements  of  our  most  illus- 
trious heroes  of  every  age,  wherein 
cowardice  and  despondency  should  be 
rendered  as  contemptible  as  possible.  These 
dialogues  would  be  well  calculated  to  give 
in  a  comprehensive  manner,  an  account  of 
our  present  eminence  contrasted  with  the 
imbecility  of  contemporary  nations  :  the 
whole  of  which  should  be  diversified  wiih 
old  national  songs,  and  appropriate  new 
ones,  set  to  most  simple  alluring  tunes,  so 
that  young  and  old  should,  as  it  were, 
learn  to  sing  them  by  instinct ;  no  doiibt 
but  some  admirable  little  pieces  would  be 
produced,  though  it  would  be  a  confound- 
edly busy  time  at  Parnassus;  this  per- 
farmance  should  also  be  animated  by  the 
most  appropriate  music  playing  suth  spi- 
rited airs  and  marches,  as  might  he  ap- 
pointed.— Sailing  and  rowing  matches 
should  be  promoted  in  every  situation 
'where  thcv  could  be  accomplished.  Pub- 
lic breakfasts  and  dinners,  balls,  exhibi- 
tions of  artificial  fireworks,  and  illumina- 
tions, would  be  matters  of  course  during^ 
the  festival,  which  should  be  arranged  as 
speedily  as  possible,  that  the  advantages 
oT  the  long  days  might  be  obtained  ;  and, 
indeed,  the  purposes  of  it  being  of  a  nature 
that  admits  of  no  delay,  the  early  accom- 
plishment of  it  would  be  very  material. — 
Oratorial,  Amphitheatrical,  Thespian,  and 
other  cotnmittees  should  be  chosen  in  each 
department,  consisting  of  the  most  emi- 
nent characters  in  the  neighbourhood,  for 
which  they  may  be  deputed  ;  these  com- 
mittees should  arrange  and  regulate  the 
performances  in  such  a  manner  as  they 
thought  most  proper,  and  military  appoint- 
ments should  be  made  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  order  and  tranquillity  in  every  dis- 
trict during  the  festivities. — ^The  expenses 
should  be  defrayed  by  subscription  to 
each  performance,  assisted  by  voluntary 
contributions,  and  wherever  the  expenses 
unavoidably  exceeded  the  amount  raised, 
the  committee  in  such  case  should  be  re- 
munerated by  an  order  upon  the  Exche- 
quer; or  if  an  overplus  remained  in  the 
hands  of  any  committee,  it  should  be  given 
towards  such  deficiencies  as  the  Exche- 
quer might  be  liable  to  be  called  upon  to 
make  up.  C.  L. 


STATE  OF  SPAIN. 


Sir  ; — ^When  the  people  of  Great  Britain 
feel  their  purses  fast  emptying,  and 
blood  flowing,  in  defence  of  Spain,  it 
would  not,  perhaps,  be  amiss,  to  lettltem 
know,  tlirough  the  medium  of  your  ex- 
cellent work,  something  of  the  political 
oeconomy  of  Uiat  country  as  aOecting  the 
happiness  of  it's  inhabitants;  that  Eng- 
lishmen may  judge  of  the  principles  of 
our  ministry  in  defending  such  a  system, 
and  of  their  sagacity  in  even  hoping,  far 
less  expecting,  thai  the  great  body  of  the 
people  of  Spain  are  actuated  with  enthu- 
siasjn,  love,  or  respect  for  that  system 
sufGcicntly  strong  to  enable  them  eflec- 
tually  to  resist  the  arms  of  Buonaparte  in 
its  defence,  even  with  the  most  powerful 
assistance  Great  Britain  can  afford  them. 
— In  the  first  place  then,  the  government 
of  Spain  is  completely  despotic,  was  so, 
and  is  to  continue  to  be  so,  for  aught  we 
have  heard  to  the  contrary ;  even  if  Buona- 
parte were  driven  out  to-morrow.  The 
Spaniards  cannot  complain  and  say,  as 
the  people  in  some  countries  may,  "  de^ 
cipinmr  specie  Liberiaiis/'  for  the  poor 
souls,  for  centuries  past,  have  neither 
tasted,  smelled,  nor  even  had  a  Pisgah 
view  of  liberty.  Their  religion  as  well 
as  government  is  of  that  description  that 
tentfe  to  keep  the  people  ignorant,  para- 
lissing  and  depressing  every  species  of 
mental  and  corporeal  energy.  Their  laws 
are  enacted  for  the  very  purposes  of  mono- 
poly aad  oppression.  "The  higher  ranks 
(and  the  church)  in  Spain,  as  in  other 
countries,  by  means  of  the^villaoous  laws 
of  primogeniture  jand  entails,  have  mo- 
nopolized almost  every  acre  in  the  king- 
dom. Their  foreign  commerce  itself  is  a 
mere  monopoly  of  the  govcrnmeni,  by 
which  it  is  carried  on  ;  their  domestic 
and  internal  traffic  is  hampered  by  s 
thousand  vexatious,  though  legal  enac- 
tions. While  agriculture^  the  most  im- 
portant of  concerns,  in  every  couauyi 
may  be  there  said  to  be  always  in  orli- 
culo  mortis,  in  the  very  act  of  expiring. 
(To  be  continued.) 


THE  EDINBURGH  REVIEWERS, 
'         AtJD  Parliamentary  Reform. 

Sir  ;^— That  men  of  genius  and  education 
should  prostitute  their  talents  to  the  pur- 
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suits  of  party,  is  at  all  times  to  be  regret- 
ted; but  when  those  who  assame  the  of- 
fice of  public  rcnsoifs,  and,  by  virtue  of  that 
office,  guide  the  judgments  of  no  incon- 
siderable a  part  of  the  community,  dt> 
st '  nil  to  such  a  practice,  it  calls  forth  a 
feeling  harsher  than  re^et,  and  may  be 
lookfd  upon  as  an  immediate  act  of  wickr 
edntss.  Jn  no  other  point  of  view,  can  1 
coiwtder  the  paper  upon  ^  Parliamentary 
Relorm,  inserted  in  ihe  last  number  of  the 
tdmjurgh  Review  ;  a  paper  upon  which, 
it  seems,  the  Editors  have  bestowed  un- 
common pains,  but  which,  like  most  other 
elaborate  productions,  carries  fallacy  on 
the  face  of  it,  knd  shows  the  argument  to 
be  untenable  of  itself,  by  the  sophistry 
emfiloyed  in  it"*  defence. 

To  Follow  them  through  all  the  mazes  of 
l«»:;ic3l  division,  and  loexpl  re  the  endless 
subilo»ies  nnd  refiiv^meiits  with  which  they 
have  endeavoured  to  hamper  an.i  misltad 
thiir  rcadtrs,  would  be  ;i  task  as  difficult  of 
execuium  as  it  would  be  unprofitable  in 
thercuU:  I  shall,  therefore,  confu'e  my- 
self to  the  basis  of  their  oljecti«)'is  a  ;ainst 
Reforra,  presuming,  that  if  rhey  slu^ll  be 
toimd  to  be  defective  :heje,  it  will  he  un- 
necessary to  pursue  tbci^i  farther. 

It  cannot  have  c:^raped   you,  Sii,  that 
when  men  of  ingenuity  are  employed  in  i 
bad  cause,  winch  af lords,  as   it  were,»  no 
resting  place  on  which  they  may  n:ake  a 
stand,  the  first  inea^ire  they  hnve  rec  urse 
to  is  to  build  oiie  ou*  of  such  mnUriaU'  a< 
though  differing  mainly  from  the  Fubjeci 
in  aj3jiute,3tiil  carry  w.th  rbem  an  appear- 
ance of  identiiy.     The    ii^'inburkii    Re- 
viewers have,  accordingly,  *  harmed  the  ad- 
vocates tor  Heforu},  with  disseminating,  as 
a  principle,  that  it  will  immediately  cor- 
rect all  abuses,  md  in  an  instnnt  restore 
the  Slate  to  its  pnsiine  purity  and  vigour  ; 
as  though  they  had  been  foolish  enough  to 
say,  Reform  in  the  House  of  Commons  is 
like  a  magic  wand,  or  a  melallic  tractor, 
a  single  touch  from  which  v\ill  eradicate 
all  complaints,  and  transform  a  thing  from 
one  extreme   to   the    other.     TSow,    if   1 
understand  any  thing  of  what   has  been 
said  upon  the  subject,  nothing  can  be  far- 
ther from  the  truth  thnn   tins   language 
which  ihey  impute  to  the  Advocates  for 
Reform;  so  far,  indeed,  from  it  bring  the 
case,  that  I  have  understood  it  U)  have  been 
umfonnly  declared   by  them,  that  the  re- 
iD^Jy  of  our  present  system  must  naturally 
he  a  work  of  time,  and  that  the  longer  that 
system  b  persisted  in,  the  longer*  time  it 


will  require  to  efiect  a  safe  and  solid  re- 
paration. To  be  sure,  it  has  always  been 
insisted  on,  that  the  first  step  towards  ob- 
taining it,  is  a  Reform  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons; that  this  step  is  primary  and  indis- 
pensable; that  It  is  the  prop  on  which  al) 
other  measures  hang,  the  root  from  which 
they  all  of  them  must  spring; — in  short, 
(to  be  a  little  learned  on  the  occasion,)  that 
it  is  a  ^ine  (jua  non,  without  which  a  change 
in  our  present  mode  of  Government  is 
hardly  to  be  desired.  If  this  be  compared 
with  what  has  been  observed  by  the  Re- 
viewers themselves,  it  will  be  seen,  tha^ 
their  observations  tend  rather  to  confirm 
than  weaken  the  position,  notwithstanding 
they  are  advanced  against  it. 

The  three  principal  evils  in  our  actual 
condition,  they  admit,  are,  1st,  the  burden 
of  our  Taxes  ;  2nd,  the  preponderating  in- 
fl'ieoce  of  the  Crown,  arising  out  of  that 
burden ;  and  3rd,  the  monopoly  of  poli- 
tical power  by  a  few  persons,  wnich,  they 
say,  (I  confess,  to  my  astonishment)  the 
nature  of  our  constitution  has  a  tendency 
to  create.  Now,  to  ibllow  their  own 
order,  if  the  burden  of  our  taxes  be  the 
first  of  the  three  principal  evils,  out  of  the 
nany  evils  with  which  our  Government 
abounds;  if  this,  I  say,  be  the  chief  and 
most  material  of  all  our  grievances,  it  can- 
not be  disputed,  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, to  whom  the  levying  and  appropria* 
tion  of  the  taxes  essentially  and  almost  ex- 
clusively belong,  is  the  first  power  to  be 
looked  to  for  redress,  if  the  evil  is  such  as 
will  admit  of  it.  For,  here,  it  is  materia) 
to  note,  that  these  Reviewers,  to  evade  th^ 
question,  have  thrown  out  some  desultory 
remarks  on  the  nature  of  taxation,  shewing, 
that  the  amount  of  taxes  is  a  criterion  by 
which  the  wealth  and  power  of  a  nation 
may  be  proved  ;  and  insinuating,  that  our 
present  burden  is  demonstrative  of  the 
strength  and  sanity  of  the  state,  rather 
than  of  the  extravagance  and  corruption 
of  its  ministers:  and  that,  arising  from  our 
own  intemperate  love  of  war,  it  is  irreme- 
diable while  war  exists. — But,  putting 
away  the  doctrine  of  taxation  as  referent 
to  a  nation's  wealth,  let  us  consider  not  so 
much  the  burden  as  the  disposilion  of  the 
taxes :  it  is  this,  and  this  only,  I  appre- 
hend, that  those  who  are  advocates  for  Re- 
form allude  to,  when  they  talk  of  reduc- 
ing taxes  and  lightening  the  people  of 
their  burden.  If  the  taxes,  in  their  pre-  , 
sent  state,  were  no  more  than  adequate  to 
the  just  expenses  of  an  economical  and 
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upright  goverament,  I  will  be  bold  to  say, 
that  the  people,  straitened  as  they  are, 
would  glory  with  these  Reviewers,  in  be- 
ing able  to  sapply  the  means  of  fulfilling 
its  every  want ;  that  they  would  forego 
their  greatest  comforts,  and  sacrifice  their 
dearest  pleasures;  but,  when  they  see 
their  hard-earned  contributions  collected 
together  in>a  heap,  and  squandered  away 
by  the  g^oss,  on  empty  pageantry,  dis- 
graceful armaments,  and  ^tile  enter- 
prizes;  and,  above  all,  when  they  see 
them  dissipated  in  pensions  and  amiuitieS| 
among  those  very  persons  who  are  the  im- 
mediate causes  of  this  scandalous  expen- 
diture ;  how  is  it  possible  for  them  to  be 
silent,  and  not,  at  least,  enquire  if  the  evil 
admits  of  remedy?  And  to  wlipm  can 
^hev  turn  so  naturally  in  their  cHstress.  as 
to  their  representatives ;  .  those  men  whom 
they  have  selected  as  guardians  of  their 
rights,  and  who,  if  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution were  in  force,  would  require  no 
one  to  point  out  to  them  their  duty,  much 
less  to  solicit  them  to  act  up  to  it  ?  But^ 
the  Eevjewers  would  perscmde  us,  that  a 
Reform  in  the  House  of  Commons  would 
not  render  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple more  susceptible  of  these  abuses ;  and 
insidiously  contend,  that  they  would  be 
repeated,  although  perhaps  in  a  less  cri- 
minal and  offensive  manner,  by  any  set  of 

ministers  whatever ^The  next  point,  as 

connected  with  a  diminution  of  the  taxes, 
to  which  they  refer,  iff  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Wardle  ;  and  here,  again,  they  have 
compleatly  misrepresented  hrm  and  those 
who  support  Reform.  This  statement, 
which  they  deem  extraordinary  (and  ex- 
traordinary, indeed,  it  is),  contains,  ac- 
cording to  their  representation,  nothing 
more  than  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of  our 
forces.  Now,  say  they,  if  war  is  to  be 
carried  on,  our  forces  should  be  increased 
and  not  diminished ;  as  if  Mr.  Wardle 
had  recommended  such  a  measure,  in  ef- 
fect. Why,  sir,  a  man  may,  with  equal 
justice,  be  accused  of  a  desire  to  spoil  a 
tree  or  meadow,  by  cutting  off  dead 
branches  from  the  one,  or  rooting  out 
thistles  from  the  other.  Mr.  Wardle  has 
recommended  no  redaction  of  our  effec- 
tive forces';  he  has  only  suggested  the 
propriety  of  dismissing  those  who  live 
upori  the  country,  without  affording  it  any 
benefit  in  return  ;  of  keeping  up  our 
Navy  to  its  full  amount,  at  two  thirds  .W 
its  present  cost ;  and  of  abolishing  certaift 
useless  and  ridiculous  fortifications.  How 
ikii   can    be  construed    iate  a  wish  to 


weaken  our  military  establishments,  must 
to  every  candid  person  be  surprizing.  To 
me,  it  seems,  not  only  the  mo9t  desirable 
method  of  effecting  a  reduction  in  our 
taxes;  but  of,  concentrating  and  invigorat- 
ing()ur  almodt  exhausted  energies. 

The  second  evil  pointed  out  by  the  Re- 
viewers, is  the  preponderating  influence 
of  the  crown,  and  this  they  admit  to  its 
full  extent,  but  deny,  that  a  Reform  ia 
the  House  of  Commons  is  at  all  calculated 
to  remove  it.  It  is  a  little  unfortunate, 
that  the  metaphysical  taients  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, should^  set  them  so  far  above  the 
rest  of  mankind,  tW  what  appears  obvi- 
ous^  to  persons  of  common  understandings 
should  be  seen  by  them  in  a  totally  difle- 
rent  point  of  view.  For  instance,  1  had 
always  understood,  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  constitution,  thalj  the  power 
of  the  people  opposed  itself  to  the  influence 
of  the  crown ;  and  that  accordingly  « 
one  or  other  of  them  assumed  preponder- 
ance, so  was  it  to  be  corrected,  by  infest- 
ing the  weaker  side  with  more  authority; 
or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  retrenching 
the  ascendancy  of  the  stronger.  Now, 
that  a  free  representation  of  the  people 
will  give  to  the  people  a  greater  degree  (if 
power,  is  too  palpable  to  be  denied ;  and 
if  a  Reform  in  the  House  of  Commons 
amounts  to  a  free  representatioi^  ^^^^ 
more  is  necessary  to  correct  this  prepon- 
derating influence,  of  which  the  Re* 
viewers,  in  common  with  the  country  at 
large,  so  heavily  complain  ? — But,  it  is 
observed  by  them,  that  the  evil  is  radical- 
ly implanted  in  the  system;  that  the 
people  are  themselves  corrupted,  and  that, 
too,  to  such  a  degree,  that  it  is  their  inte- 
rest to  support  corruption.  That' this  is 
true,  to  a  certain  extent,  may  possibly  be 
the  case ;  'in  as  far  as  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the  people  receive  a  part  of  the 
taxes  which  give  rise  to  the  undue  wei^ 
and  bias  of  the  government ;  but,  putting 
the  principle  on  an  average,  it  is  not  so 
bad  as  they  have  represented  it.  Men 
receive  taxes  to  enable  thto  to  pay 
taxes :  and  taxes  are  levied,  in  part,  to 
pay  men  for  collecting  taxes ;  which  two 
measures  counteracting  each  other>  leaw 
men  in  very  nearly  thc^  same  state  as  they 
would  be,  if  there  were  no  taxes,  or,  per- 
haps, fewer  taxes,  to  pay  ;  with  this  in- 
portant  distinction  though,  that,  situated 
as  they  now  are,  they  are  bound  to  go* 
vemment  for  an  appointment,  which  ^i^ 
away  from  them  every  privilege  of  &•*• 
agency  and  lelf-direction. 


Digitize.d  by  VjOOQ IC 


449) 


SEPTEMBER  30,  1809.— fln^f  Parliamentary  Worm. 


[450 


The  last  evil  in  our  condition,  discussed 
in  the  Review,  is  the  monopoly  of  poliii^ 
cal  power  by  a  few  persons ;  by  which  is 
meant,  it  is  supposed,  that  the  government 
of  the  country  is  always  to  be  found  in 
the  hands  of  one  of  two  or  more  classes  of 
pef«ons,  who  alternately  or  successively 
compose  the  ministry.  Th^  party-spint 
of  the  Reviewers  here  displays  itself  so  as 
not  to  be  mistaken :  they  may  call  the  at- 
teotion  ot  the  public  to  this,  as  an  evil  but 
little  understood,  and  as  an  evil  of  alarm- 
lug  magnitude  ;  but  it  is  pretty  evident, 
that  their  chief  concern  consists  in  the 
circumstance  of  their  own  party  having 
been  kept  out  so  long,  with  the  exception 
of  its  last  short  span,  and  that  if  they 
could  once  see  it  firmly  seated  in  the  ca- 
binet, they  wouki  have  no  objection  to  a 
deviation  from  their  general  rule  of  short- 
lived administrations.  The  existence  of 
the  evil  has  been  apparent  for  many 
veass;  but  as,  by  the  admission  of  the 
Editors,  the  nomination  to  all  high  offices 
is  substantially  in  the  majority  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  it  follows,  of  conse- 
quence, that  a  Reform  in  that  House  would 
tcod  to  correct  it,  as  far  as  necessary.  If 
tbe  members  of  it  would  exercise  their 
rightful  power,  and  shew  themselves  as 
masters^  to  the  ministers,  there  would  be 
no  fear  of  any  evil  consequence  from  a 
monopoly,  which  is  only  to  be  dreaded 
^ben  in  the  possession  of  incapacity  and 
corruption.     I  am.  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

September  22,  \%09.  S. 


THE  EDINBURGH  REVIEWERS, 
AND  Parliamentary  Reform. 

Sir ; — In  an  elaborate  Essa^^  on  Parlia- 
mentary Reform,  published  in  the  last 
namber  of  the  Edinburgh  Review,  certain 
doctrines  are  advanced  which  are  to  be  re- 
g^ed  as  irreconcilable  to  the  principles 
*^  the  British  Constitution,  and  contrary 
^  truth ;  and  therefore  deserving  public 
^imadversion. — In  that  paper  it  is  po- 
sitively asserted  *'  that  a  Reform  in  Par- 
"  liament  would  not  sensibly  diminish  the. 
"  poblic  Expenditure."  '*  With  regard  to 
"  the  Taxes*'  say  they*  (p.  279) "  Uappear$ 
"  tottf  in  the  highest  degree  chimerical  to 
•'imagine  that  any  change  in  the  plan  of 
"Representation  should  sensibly  lessen 
"their  amount."  Tbe  reasoning  by 
which  this  extraordinary  conviction  is 
Mpported  the  author  does  not  pretend  t^ 
rest  upon  (acts.  He  proceeds  with  much 
lonaaiity  to  inform  us  of  what  he  and 
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his  colleagues  think  would  pro&(i^fy  occur 
in   consei]uence  of  reformation,  aiiil  the 
conclusion   is,  that  they  are  "  (juiie.  satis* 
JU4'*  of  thp  ineifticacy  of  Reform,  as  a  re- 
medy for  an  enormous  expenditure.    They 
are  *'  quite  satisfied"  Jhat  Mr.  Wardle*s 
retrenchments  proposed    last  session  are 
inexpedient, because  they  regard  measures, 
not  of"  economy"  but"  state  policy." — 
And  affirm,  that  the  same  errors  of  policy 
that  give  rise  to  "  unprofitable  expence" 
at  present,  may  be  expected  to  prodiice  • 
the  same  effects  hereafter ;  becau.^  **  there 
is  no  good  ground  for  thinking  that  a  par- 
liament chosen  mainly  on  account  of  its 
good  intentions  will  commit  fewer  blunders 
than  one  selected,  in  a  great  degree,  from  a 
regard  to  its  skill  and  its  habits  of  business,'' 
It  does  not  follow,  say  they»  that  a  reformed 
parliament,  because  considerably  "  more 
honest,"  than  an  unreformed  one,  must  also 
be  considerably  **  wiser/*  and  the  con- 
clusion seems  to  be  this — that  the  infa- 
mous waste  of  piublic  money  admits  of  no 
remedy,— that  the  Whig  party.  Were  they 
in  power,  would  be  disposed  to  act  just  as  ' 
the  No  Popery  administration  have  acted ; 
and  that  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  Mr.  Wardle, 
and  their  friends,    are  mere  visionaries, 
when  they    talk  of   the   introduction  of 
honest  principles  into  "  state  policy."-— 
Now,  Sir,  I  have  always  been   taught  to 
believe,  that  honesty  and  fair  and  candid 
dealing,  are  estimable  qualities,  even  in  a 
Statesman,  and  that,  as  Mr.  Locke  informs 
us,  *'  Politics  are  only  common  sense  ap- 
*'  plied  to  national  concerns."     Honesty 
and  sound  policy  ever  most  be  insepara- 
ble,  and  that  being  admitted,  it  necessa- 
rily follows,  that  the  waste  and  miscon- 
duct of  those,  who  openly  contemn  Ao- 
nesfyt    and    who   defend     publicly    and 
officially  the  basest  corruption,  may  be 
remedied,   and  would  be  remedied,  were 
men  of  good  principles  entrusted   with 
the  a(fministratioo  of  public  affairs. — !Let 
us  look  back  upon  the  useless  expendi- 
ture  of  the  present  reign,  or  rather  upon 
a  few  of  the  items  of  which  the  enormous 
amount  is  composed,  and  say  whe^er  a 
reformed  and  honest  parliament  could  havQ 
possibly  sanctioned  the  waste.     Would  the 
true  representatives  of  the  people  have 
sanctioned  the  American  war,  and   the 
millions  expended  in  order  to  purchase  the 
heavy  loss,  and  the  lasting  disgrace  which 
the  attempt  to  enslave  our  fellow  sul^jects 
must    necessarily    entail  ?      Would    the 
true  representatives  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  have  sanctioned  the  war  against 
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Pance,  while  unoflenc^ng  ;  the  waste  of 
millions  ii(»on  millions  thrown  away  as 
German  subsidies  ?  Or/  in  short,  is  it  to 
be  supposed  that  the  peopfe  approve  of 
the  exjpence  incurred  by  our  late  ruinous 
Expeditions  ?  And  arc  we  to  bfe  grave- 
ly told  that  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers  are 
•*  quiu  satisfied  of  the  inefficacy  of  Parlia- 
mentary Reform  to  redress  these  evil^  ?" 
If  a  steward  cheatT  his  master,  if  his  pecu- 
lation be  discovered,  and  the  injured 
master  propose  to  turn  off  the  criminal — 
these  gemletnen  might  say,  *  Haman 
nature  is  always  the  same,  you  may  get  a 
new  steward,  out  we  are  quite  satisfied  that 
he  will  also  cheat  you,  to  the  same  extent 
as  his  predecessor,  if  he  has  the  same  op- 
portunities, and  you  are  to  expect  no- 
thing beneficial  n-om  the  change/  Many 
plausible  arguments  too  might  be  adduced 
in  support  o(  a  doctrine  such  as  this,  (for 
arguments  there  are  against  the  existence 
of  matter  and  motion,)  but  fortunately  on 
sdch  occasions  the  common  scns6  of  man- 
kind instantly  decides,  and  when  that 
which  is  Asserted  contradicts  the  uniform 
experience  of  mankind,  a  reply  is  justly 
deemed  unnecessary:  a  simple  expres- 
sion of  contempt  is  best  suited  to  the  occa- 
sion. According  to  these  reviewei-s,  the 
exerti6iis  of  a  vigilant  and  honest  House 
of  Commons^  irt  the  detection  and  conse- 
quent correction  of  abuses  in  the  public 
Expenditure,  would  be  attended  with  no 
sensible  advantage  to  the  public.  It 
would  be  chimerical  to  expect  it  1 

But  the  Reviewer  farther  asseils,  that 
the  prevalence  of  tiristocratical  influence 
iff  absolutely  necessary  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  ord^r  to  preserve  our  happy 
constitution. — "As  ibr.  altering  the  com- 
"  position  of  the  House  of  Commons  by 
"  excluding  from  it  all  who  arc  sent  there 
*'  by  the  interest  of  the  ministry  or  of  no- 
*'  ble  families,  wc  shall  only  say,  that  if 
"we  believed  it  (reform)  likely  to  prbduce 
"  such  an  effect,  we  should  think  it  our 
"duty  to  strive  against  it,  as  against  a 
•"measure,  which  would  deprive  us  of  the 
•*  practical  blessings  of  our  Constitution." 
(p.  300). — Again,  "  Dreadful  convulsions 
"  would  ensue-  if  the  three  branche^of  the 
*'  Legislature  were  recdhf  to  be  kept  apart 
*Ain  their  practical  operations,  and  to 
"  check  and  contrbul  each  othcrv  wot  by.tm 
"infusion  qf  (heir  elemenlary  principks  into 
*•  ail  the  measures  of  each  (whatis  thri?)  but 
"  by  working  separately  to  thw^t  or  un- 
•'-do  what  had  been  undertaken  by  the 
>"  tthte  without  anjr  ioMans  of  con^rt  or 


"  co-operation. — It   is   perfectly  obtioui 
"  that- if  the  House  of  Commons  with  its 
"  absolute  power  over  the  supplies,  and 
"  its  connection  with  the  physical  force  of 
"  the  nation,  were  to  be  composed  entirely 
"  of  the  representatives  of  the  yeomanry, 
"  of  the  tradesmen,  of  burghs,  and  were  to 
"  be  actuated  solely  by  the  feelings  and 
"  interests  which  are  peculiar  to  that  clasi 
"of  men,  it  would  infallibly  convert  the 
**  Government  into  a  mere  democracy ;  and 
"'  speedily  sweep  away  the  incumbrance 
"  of  Lords  and  C«>mmons,  who  could  not  at 
"  all  exist,  therefore,  if  they  had  not  an  in- 
"  terest  in  this  Assembly.     But  even  sup- 
"  posing  that  this  consequence  should  not 
"  immediately  follow,  is  it  not  obvious  in 
^*  the  second  place,  that  if  the  House  of 
"  Lortfe  and  the  sovereign  had  no  nwans 
"  of  influencing  the  determination  of  the 
"  Commons  within  their  own  walls,  they 
"  codld  only  controul  them  in  their  legis- 
"  lative  function  by  throwing  out  or  nega- 
"  tiving  the  bills  passed  by  the  unanimous 
"  assent  of  that  House  ?'— If  the  House  of 
"  Commons  wer^  to  send  up  a  series  of  po- 
"  pujar  Bills  which  were  jsuccessivoly  nc- 
"  gatived  by   the   sovereign,  the  conse- 
"  quence  would  inlkllibljr  he  an  insurree- 
"  tion  and  a  ciyil  war : — And  if  on  iht 
"  other  hand  he  were  to  pass  as  a  matter 
"  of  course  every  bill  which  had  been 
"  voted  by  a  great  majority  of  that  )\(^% 
"  at  the  same  time  that  be  and  hisservanli 
"  had  no  influence  over  their  deliberations, 
"  the  controul  of  the  Executive  would  bi 
"  utterly  lost  ami  abandoned,  and  the  Go- 
"  vernment  would  be  changed  into  a  vir- 
"  tual  Republic." 

After  complimenting  Mr.  Malcolm 
Laing  as  an  accurate  and  pr^ouhd  bi>to- 
rian,  he  proceeds  tb  gfvfe  that  gentlcnaan'i 
rationale  of  bow  King  Charles  the  First 
c^me  by  his  misfortunes.  "  The  Kirtg.ho 
"  observes",  ruined  himself  and  the' country 
"  by  standing  ort  his  prerogative,  and  ne^' 
"  lecting  the  means  of  in^nding  the  Par- 
"  liament.  He  thade  various  efi^^,  indeed, 
"  to  seduce  atwl  gain  over  the  most  formi- 
"  dable  of  the  popular  leaders  in  that  As- 
^^fiembly,  but  he  chose  mo^t  absurdly  to 
*' proclaim  his  triumch,  by  making  ibem 
''immediately  desist  from  th«t  occupitioB, 
"and  enlisting  thum  as  the  open  adrocatc* 
"  of  his  prerogative. — Inste*dd  of  sabmil- 
*'  ting  to^  recetve  the  popular  leaders  as  his 
"  ministers,  and  m  this  way  bringing  all 
"  the  weight  of  the  royal  influence  to  bear 
"  through  this  cotnmandhig  channel  upod 
"  th^  P^rrHtsi^m^  hm^ft¥»  pvoiMttd  ti^uk 
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"  tional  improvement  of  which,  without 
"  disturbing  the  parts,  our  Consiitution  is 

•*  susceptible."  And  concluding "  Sir, 

"  I  have  done — Ihave  given  my  advice. 
"  I  propose  the  remedy,  and  fatal  will  it  he 
"  for  England  if  pride  and  prejudice  much 
**  longer  continue  to  oppose  it.  The  rt- 
"  medy  proposed  issinipltf,^  asy.and  praci'- 
"  cable  ;  it  does  not  touch  the  vita  s  ot 
"  tl)e  Constitution,  and,  I  sincerely  belit  v»% 
"will  restore  us  to  peace  and  harnumy. 
*'  Do  not  believe  that  the  day  is  f^r  distant 
"when  Parliamentary  Reform  7«i/*/ take 
"  place,  and  is  it  not  better  to  come  to  i\ 
"  now  while  you  have  the  power  of  deli- 
"  beration,  than  when  it  may  be  extorted 
"  from  you  by  convulsion  ?  Thire  is  yei 
"  time — it  ra  »y  yet  go  to  the  peojjie 
"  with  the  grace  and  favour  of  a  sf>onta- 
"  neou^  act. — Wh.it  will  it  be  if  extorted 
"  from   you    with    indignation    and    vio- 

"lence?    How  different  the  sentiments 

of  these  great  men  from  those  promul- 
gated in  this  Review!  And  it  deserves 
remark  that  although  a  profligate  minister 
or  his  supporieis  may  have  sometimes 
used  \irgtiments  somewhat  similar  in  de- 
bate*, yet  no  man  since  the  Revolution 
has  openly  avowed  such  doctrines  before 
•the  pubic,  or  told  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  in  plain  language,  and  in  a  printed 
book,  that  it  is  necessary  they  should  be 
bribed,  A  paper  upon  Parliamentary  Re- 
form, such  as  1  have  just  animadverted 
upon,  is  not  however  calculated  to  do 
mochmisclnef;  provided  it  be  attentively 
considered.  A  kind  of  lawyer-like  plau- 
sibility appears  on  the  surface,  but  upon 
cloiter  inspection  it  wants  consistency,  it 
^•anU  authority,  and,  worst  of  all,  it  is  not 
supported  by  facts.  It  is,  in  short,  such 
as  we  might  expect  from  a  young  member 
of  the  Edinburgh  Speculative  Society,  who 
is  ready  with  much  petulance  to  support 
either  side  of  the  plainest  question,  and 
much  re-sembles  the  "  lax  pleadings,*' 
which  Lord  Grenviile  informs  us  are  per- 
mitted at  the  Scotch  Bar,  and  which  are 
defined  to  be  "  the  assumption  of  that  for 
true,  which  is  in  reality  false,  as  a  basis, 
with  a  supei^tructure  of  sophistry  and  non- 
tense."  I  am.  Sir,  &c.  A  Scotchman. 
l^iecadilfy,  Sept.  <28,  1809. 


SPECIAL  JURIES. 

Sir; — lam  desirous  of  drawing  your 
attention  aside  for  a  few  moments  from 
that  grand  desideratum.  Parliamentary 
Reform,  to  the  consideration  of  a  topic 
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^ery  little  inferior  in  point  of  interest,  if 
nnt  cl«»oely  rounected  with  it,  and  which  I 
am  confident  you  cherish  as  of  vital  im- 
portance to  the  existence  of  the  liberty 
and  independence  of  J^^nglishmen;  I  n»e:sn 
IV-al  by  Jury.     A.uidst  all  the  encroacl^- 
ments  which  our  c<mstitutional  esiabiish- 
ments  have   suffered.  Trial  by  Jury   has 
perhaps  best  endured   the  shork ;  and  as 
1  should  hope   that  that  bloated   monster 
Corruption,  will  be  reduced  to  a  stature  of 
seasonable  growth,  by  the  wholesome  regi- 
men with  which  you  weekly  supply  him, 
1   t  ntertain   a   confidence  that  Trial    by 
Jury  will  preserve  its  wonted  superiority, 
and  that  it  will   be  found  uniformly  com- 
posed of  impartial,  independent,  aihl  ui»- 
contaminaied  members  of  society.     I  have 
reason  to  believe,  Mr.  Cobbeit,  that   the 
ordinary   or  petit  Jury,  is   composed   of 
boni  hoM.ines;    "  twelve    good    men    and 
true,'*  and  that  justice   is  very  independ- 
ently aud   fair!y  administer*  d  by  th»s  tri- 
bunal ;  but,  ^ir,  as  it  is  a  wise  and  whole* 
soiiie    principle   in  our   constitution,  that 
every  man  .sli.rli  he  liied    by  liis  equals; 
or  as  Mu-na   Chaita  emphatically  has  ir, 
that  no  freeman  shall  be  hurt  either  in  his 
person  or  properly, "  nisi  per  legale  judiei- 
"  um  pariuni  suorum  vel  per  legem  terrie,*' 
it  follows  that  in  all  cases  an  oidinuiy  Jury 
is  not  the  proper  and  besi  tribunal,  and  the 
earliest   periods  of  our  judicial  establish- 
ments have  therefore  recognized  the  ex- 
pediency of  a  superior,  or  what  is  termed 
a  "  Special  Jury" :    Blr.ckstone  saj's,  that 
Special  Juries  were   intro<luced,   "  when 
the    causes   were  of  too  great  nicety  for 
the  discussion  of  ordinary  freeholders,  or 
where  the  ^heriij*  was  suspected  of  par- 
tiality ;"  and  he  might  have  added,  where 
the  situation  in  life  of  the  party,  (upon 
the    maxim   of   "  judicium    pariuni"   or 
judgment  of  equals,)  requires  a  more  se- 
lect tribunal.     The  utility  of  such  select 
Jury  is  in  many  cases  manifest.    No  man, 
for  instance,  who  had   a  dispute   with  a 
builder,  about  an  exorbitant  charge  for  his 
house,  would  think  himself  very  candidly 
dealt  with,  if  his  cause  were  to  be  decided  by 
a  Jury  engaged  in  a  similar  branch  of  trade; 
still  less  would  a  gentleman  of  fortune, 
possessing  liberal  sentiments  and  entertain* 
ing  a  strong  sense   of  honour,  submit  to 
tiic  consideration   of    twelve   mechanics, 
how  far  his  character,  peace  and  happi- 
ness, had  been  invaded  by  an  unptiticipled 
seducer,  who  under  the  mask  of  a  friend 
had  dishonoured  his  wife ;   1  say,  no  roan 
would  feel  content  to  be  tried  for  an  in- 
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fraction  of  the  revenue  laws,  by  a  Jury  of 
ej^cisemen  or  custom-hou^e  officers.  It 
was  to  prevent  these  inconsistencies,  that 
%  Special  Jury,  which  it  was  formerly  dis- 
cretionary with  the  Judges  to  grant,  (though 
I  believe  seldom,  if  ever,  refused  on  ap- 
plication by  cither  party,)  was  given  to 
the  subject  as  matter  of  rit^ht  by  the 
3  Geo,  2,  c.  25.  Now,  Mr.  Cobbett,  con- 
siderihg  the  object  with  which  Special 
Juries  are  usually  in  request,  it  must  be 
<)uite  manifest,  tiiai  those  who  are  sum- 
moned Tor  the  purpose,  should  be  of  a 
superior  cla^M  to  shopkeepers;  that  they 
ihofild  not  only  be  freehoUlers,  but  men  of 
liberal  education,  unshackled  with  tl^ 
tramniets  of  trade  :  for  instance,  if  I  had 
particular  grounds  fur  not  wishing  my 
cause  to  come  under  the  Investii^'ution  of  a 
farrier,  or  if  you  please  a  veterinary  sur- 
geon, would  i^uvU  a  man  be  less  objection- 
able, because  he  hap[>.  iicd  to  possess  a 
freehold  (state?  Can  such  an  adventitious 
circumstance  operate  to  quri'ify  a  mnn  to 
Bit  upon  a  Special  Jury,  who  ort  ail  otijo/ 
accounts  should  be  compl(**'Iy  disqualiGed 
and  unfit  for  the  office:  but  the  very  de- 
signation given  to  Special  Juryiiien,  shews 
the  true  ground  of  distinction  between 
them  and  a  common  Jury ;  for  they  ai'e 
in  all  proceedings;  in  tho  pannel,  and  in 
the  Sheiift'*s  Freeholds 's  Book,  denomi- 
nated y  esquires.'*  What  ccn?>L:iU[e%  let 
me  ask,  an  esquire,  if  it  he  not  a  property 
indepcnilcnt  of  labour,  and  of  exertion, 
and  the  possessing  those  liberal  princ:  • 
pies  and  tliat  extensive  mind,  winch  are 
presumed  to  be  acquired  frcm  the  I'^isure 
which  indepertilence  rJlurds  ?  Professions 
confer  a  like  title  on  their  members,  from 
tlie  presuinpi  ion  that  the  exercise  of  the 
profession  requires  a  more  cultivated  un- 
derstanding, than  is  thi  bt  of  ordinary 
life:  but  so  jealous  is  the  cons'itution  of 
the  qualification  necessary  to  a  Speci  \\ 
Juryman,  that  landed  pro[>€rty  is  slated 
as  an  inlispensibte  appurtenant.  Mow, 
Mr.  Cobbett,  these  observations  bring 
ineto  the  conclusion,  to  which  1  h3ve  been 
anxious  to  draw  your  attention,  viz.  that 
nothing  can  be  so  preposterous,  so  x:ora- 
plete  a  perversion  of  the  spirit  of  the  in- 
stitution of  a  Special  Jury,  as  that  of  de- 
nominating men  esquires,  and  introducing 
them  as  qu&liliet!  persons  in  the  SheriB  's 
Book,  merely  because  thoy  possess  a  small 
landed  property,  though  their  d^ily  voca- 
tions be  within  the  walls  of  a  inaau&c- 
tory,  or  the  circuit  of  a  mahogany  couo^ 
J}jjtM»4  i^t^  Mr.  Cobbeu,  tbat  thifi  out* 
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raj^e  to  common  sense  does  exist,  is  a  fact 


beyond  all  disjMile ;  for  I  assure  5'ou  1  am 
not  speaking  ironically  when  1  state,  that 
such  persons  are  prouiiscuously  mingled  in 
tl>e  SberiflTs  liook,  with  nien"  of  for- 
tune and  chaiacter,  and  are  constant- 
ly summoned  on  Special  Juries,  to  dis- 
charge a  duty  in  which  most  frequent- 
ly they  are  totally  unfit,  and  are  b^ 
no  means  the  class  of  persons  the  law  jii- 
tendeil'  to  cast  into  that  situation,  it  was 
only  the  other  day,  Mr.  Cobbett,  that  it 
fell  within  my  observation,  that  in  a  cause 
of  the  first  moment,  as  it  regarded  the  cha- 
racter and  feelings  of  a  gentleman  concern- 
ed, and  in  which,  to  do  justice,  it  was  in- 
dispensibly  necessary  that  a  Special  Jurv, 
as  was  the  case,  should  be  egipanuelled ; 
I  say,  Mr.  Cobbett,  it  fell  within  my  eb- 
scryatioii,  that  the  very  Toremao  ok  this 
Jury  was — an  Undertaker.  Now,  I  am 
sure,  Mr.  Cobbett,  you  will  not  attribuie 
my  remarks  to  any  thing  intentionally 
contunJeliousor  sarcastic,  towards  any  class 
of  men  because  they  happen  to  be  is 
trade :  i  know  that  ♦he  trading  part  of 
is  country,  is  one  of  tbe  sources  of  its 
piiience;  1  know  that  trade  and  agri- 
culture constitute  the  sinews  of  the  state; 
I  admit  nil  this;  I  do  not  object  to  the  ac- 
customed hahiis  of  mankind,  requiring 
that  we  should  be  trimmed  in  a  peculiar 
fa  >hion,  preparatory  to  our  being.handed 
over  as  a  savoury  dish  to  the  worms;  I 
do  not  complain  that  any  usage  should 
have  made  it  necessary  to  hire  distorted 
ccHiJiLenances,  to  "  mimic  sorrow  when 
the  heart's  not  sad  ;"  I  complain  not  of  this, 
n.>r  (»f  those  who  follow  the  employoieot; 
but  I  do  complain  of  that  violation  of  pub" 
lie  duty  which  induces  a  sherifi'  to  in- 
troduce -iuch  men,  as  competent  to  serine 
on  a  Special  Jarv,  and  who,  tosanctiontlie 
impropriety,  gives  them  the  designation  ol^ 
esquires. — Mr.  Cobbe't,  it  may  be  eaid, 
that  the  law  has  pointed  out  no  other 
criterion  of  a  Special  Jaryman,  thao  ^ 
he  should  possess  laiuted  property  to  a 
certain  antount;  but  does  not  the  obTious 
reasoiiing  upon  the  subject ;  docsuot  theoh- 
servations  of  ell  bgal  authorities;  does  not 
Biackstone,  when  ho  £ays  that  the  ulility 
of  a  Special  Jury,  is,  Ytlien  the  causes  are 
of  too  great  nicety  for  the  discussion  of 
ordinary  freeholder:!;  does  not  the  whole 
clearly  shew  what  sort  of  men  the  sheriff 
ought'  to  receive,  and  what  to  reject  for 
this  fkurpose  ;  Tne  result  is  quite  eviftot 
and  admits  of  no  amhi^iiity.  it  Qtayi)^ 
pleaded  td»at  the  present  practice  of  th* 
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fheriir  is  agreeable  to  that  of  his  pre* 
<lecessors>  and  that  his  predecessors  were 
never  the  subject  of  complaint ;  to  ob- 
.  viate  then^  Mr:  Cobbett,  some  disadvan- 
tage arising  from  the. defect  of  this  system 
£>r  the  fatore>  and  without  any  incroach- 
mebt  on  the  usage  of  prior  sherids,  1  vvouhl 
propose  that  until  some  more  defined  and 
permanent  alteration  shall  take  place^  the 
sberifido,  in  addition  to  the  names,  state 
the  occQpations  of  those  persons,  who  are 
concerned  in  trade,  and  at  the  same  time, 
ipecify  the  place  where  the  business  is 
jconducted  ;  this  will  be  giving  a  publicity 
extremely  requisite  for  those  who  are 
concerned  in  the  appointment  of  Special 
Juries,  and  may  obviate  considerable  in- 
justice and  inconvenience,  until  something 
more  advantageous  can  be  adopted.  Mr. 
Cobbett,  I  regard  this  as  a  subject  of 
weighty  import;  and,  as  1  am  acquainted 
with  no  publication  where  questions  of 
magnitude  receive  more  attention,  from 
the  eniightencil  and  independent  pai't  of 
jDankiod,  thmn  in  your  Register,  I  hope 
these  crude  comraents  will  be  permitted  by 
you,  to  meet  the  public  eye  in  that  work, 
and  that  the  insertion  will  be  productive 
•f  public  benefit.  I  am,  ^ir,  yours,  &c. 
lincoln's  Inn.  W.  F.  S. 


JUBILEE. 

PftOCEtpiNGS    OF    THE    CoURT    OF    CoMMON 

Council    of    the   City    of   London, 

Tuetduj/,  SepUvtber  2(3,  1 80i). 
Mr.  Atderman  Wood,  as  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  appointed  to  con!»ider  of 
the  most  proper  means  of  celebrating  lUe 
ewtfing  Anniversary  of  his  Majesty's  Ac- 
cession  to   the    Throne,    presented    their 
Heport.     It  stated  in  substance,  as  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Committee,  "  That  the  Corpo- 
**  ration  shouhl  attend  Divine  Service  at 
"  St.  Paul's  Cathedral ;    ihat  tiiey  should 
"  afterwards  proceed  to  St.  James's  with 
"a  Congratulatory  Address  to  his  Ma- 
"jesty,  and  that  the  front  of  Guildhall 
''should  be  illuminated/'   but  it  was  the 
onaoimons    opinion    of   fhe    Committee, 
"  That  it  was  neither  expedient  ribr  ne- 
"  cessary  that  ti^^e  Corporation  should  dine 
"togethef   on  tlAt  day/'      Mr.  AWcr- 
BUin  Wood  then  said  that,  although  as 
Cbainnan  of  the  Committee,  he  bad  felt  it 
his  duty  to  sign  the  Report,  he  by  no 
u^eans  connived  hiviself  pledged  to  the 
c^pport  of  the  propositions  which  it.  con- 
t^iil^.    So  &r  was  he  from  agreeing  to 
the  priiu^plc*.  ^at  k^  htld  in  bis  baud 


copies  ot  two  motions,  whicti,  however,  H 
Vas  not  his  intention  to  press,  which  were 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Report.      As  to  the  Diimer,  he 
bad  certainly  attended    the    Committer 
with  the  express  view  of  opposing  that. 
He  had  not  the  slightest  objection  to  at- 
tending at  St.  Paul's;   nor  to  going  up 
with  an  Address,  provided  that  it  was  not 
made  the  vehicle   of  political  opinions. 
The  Illumination  he  had  steadily  oppose^, 
as  improper  in  every  point  of  view :  To 
preserve  the  peace  of  the  City  was  highly 
important;   and  no  man  could  be  so  blind 
as  not  to  perceive  that,  although  the  reso- 
lution qf  the  Committee  confined  it  to  the 
front  of  Guildhall,  the  illumination  thi^rp 
would  be  the  signal  for  a  general  and  com* 
pulsory  one  throughout  this  immense  me- 
tropolis.— ^The  sitfiation  of  the  kingdom 
was,  in  every  point  of  view,  such  as  to 
render  a  General  Illumination  little  better 
than  a  general  insult.     With  what  sinceri- 
ty could  those  persons  obey  the  mandate 
to  illuminate,  whose  children,  parents,  re* 
latives,  and  friends,  had  perisheid  in  Spain, 
or  were  dying  in  the  hospitals  at  Wal- 
chereu  ?    He  hoped  that  the  feelings  and 
good  sense  of  the  Corporation  would  in- 
duce them  totally  to  give  up  the  idea^f 
illuminating.     In  presenting  the  Report, 
he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  move  that 
such  Report  should  be  received,  and  tbe 
recommendations  contained  in  it  adopted : 
but  he  should  hold  himself  at  liberty  to 
stale  his  objections  to  such  parts  of  it  as  h^ 
deemed  objectionable,  before  the  question 
was  Hnally  put. 

,Mr.  Hf.rne  expressed  much  dissatisfae* 
tion  at  the ,  Report,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
was  directly  contrary  to  the  sentiments  of 
that  Court,  when  the  Committee  was  apt^ 
pointed.  But  nothing  better  could  be 
expected  from  a  Committee,  in  whioh, 
with  the  grossest  inconsistency,  gentle- 
men had  been  appointed  who  were  known 
to  be  against  a  Jubilee  altogether^  The 
propositions  were  absurd  and  moiistrous; 
first,  they  were  to  go  to  Church,  and  then 
they  were  »to  go  to  Court,  and  then  they 
were  to  go  quietly  about  their  business. 
Was  this  a  testimony"  of  respect  from  a 
Corporation  so  noted  for  their  love  of  good 
eatins  and  drinking  ?  Instead  of  meeting 
together,  and  enjoyin?  a  good  substantial 
dinner,  and  a  glass  of  good  old  port,  that 
it  should  be  said  of  the  Citizens  of  London, 
that  they  sneaked  home,  and  finished  the 
day  on  a  mutton  chop,  .was  most  mon- 
strou«»  and  would  n^rar  ba  believed  by 
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posterity.  It  was  inconsistent  with  the 
dignity  of  the  Corporaiion,  and  calculated 
to  throw  an  odium  on  all  their  proceed- 
ings on  this  important  occasion.  It  had 
been  said  that  attempts  were  made  to 
bring  politics  into  the  discassion.  Gen- 
tlemen had  indeed  now  made  it  a  political 
question,  and  that  of  the  highest  import- 
ance. 

Mr.  Alderman  Scholey  was  of  opinion 
that  the  Committee  ought  to  have  pre- 
pared an  Address,  and  presented  it  to  the 
Court  for  their  consideration,  together  with 
the  Report. 

Mr.  Griffiths  observed,  that  he  was 
oi>e  of  those  who  had  signed  the  Report, 
and  he  could  not  help  observing,  that  Mr. 
Htrne  had  been  prejudging  others  by  the 
measure  of  his  own  conduct.  The  duty 
of  that  Gentleman  had  very  often  called 
for  his  attendance  at  Church,  where  he 
(Mr.  ij.)  did  not,  however,  remember  to 
have  seen  him. — [Here  the  coarse  excla- 
mation of"  ihM*s  afalsiiy,"  was  heard,  on 
which  there  wa.s  a  general  cry  of  Order, 
accompanied  by  very  strong  expressions  of 
wdignafi'Hi.]  He  (Mr.  G.)  had  as  much 
loyalty  as  any  man,  although  it  had  been 
insinuated  that  the  Committee,  if  not  dis- 
loyal, had  recommended  measures  by 
wliich  the  City  of  London  would  be  dis- 
graced. But  in  his  opinion,  the  Commit- 
tee had  recommended  those  measures, 
whieh,  if  adopted,  w».aM  do  honour  to  the 
City  of  London.  Was  a  dinner  the  sine 
qua  non  of  a  Meeting  of  the  Corporation  of 
the  City  of  London  ?  Could  not  even  the 
solemn  act  of  returning  thanks  to  God  for 
the  lengthened  life  of  his  Majesty  be  per- 
formed, without  a  succeeding  feast  ?  Was 
eating  and  drinking  indispensably  con- 
nected with  every  act  of  the  Citizens  of 
Ix>ndon  in  their  corporate  capacity  ?  He 
was  ashamed  to  hear  sentiments  so  degrad- 
ing, so  humiliating  to  the  City,  which,  he 
trusted,  the  good  sense  of  that  Court  woald 
rescues  from  the  imputation  of  hahitual 
characteristic  gluttony. 

Mr.  S.  Dixon  was  of  opinion  that  the 
recommendations  of  the.  Committee  in  the 
Report  should  be^  discussed  separately. 
With  respect  to  a  dinner,  he  was  not  one 
of  those  who  could  see  any  offence  to  the 
^Imi^hty  in  eating  a  good  dinner,  c*  in 
arinkmg  a  few  glasses  of  good  red  port 
(Applauses).  The  greatest  proof  of  our 
love,  regard,  and  adoration,  was  cbear  ful- 
ness ;  and  the  most  effectual  way  to  pro- 
mote that  was,  in  his  opinion;  by  a  good 
substantial  dinner^  and  a  glass  of  good 


wine,  a  motion  for  which  he  would  second 
with  all  his  heart  and  wnh  all  his  soal 
(Applauses).  Mr.  Dixon  conpluded  by 
moving  that  the  Report  be  read  clause  by 
clauses 

Mr.  Waithman  said,  that  although  be 
had  attended  the  Committee,  and  put  his 
name  to  the  Report,  he  felt  himself  wholly 
at  liberty  to  object  to  any  of  the  recom- 
mendations contained  in  it.     With  rwpect 
to  the  first  observation  made  by  a  Member 
of  that   Court   (Mr.    llearn),    that   many 
gentlemen  were   appointed  to  the   Com- 
mittee who  were  not  favourable  to  its  ob- 
jects, he  shtmld  aRSi;\'er,  that  at  least  four- 
fiflhs  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee 
were  compose^  of  gentlemen  of  the  other 
side,  and  that  it  had  always  been  the  cus- 
tom of  that    Court  not  to   choose    their 
Committee  entirely  from  one   party.    It 
was    somewhat   extraordinary    that  Mr. 
Hearn,  who  was  himself  a  Member  of  that 
Committee,  and  attended  its  proceedings, 
should  now  find  such  serious  objections  to 
the  Report,  although  he  had  never  staled 
these  objections   in  the   Commitiec.    By 
his    attendance,   however,    in   the    Com- 
mittee, he  must  have  known  that  the  Re- 
solutions of  the  present  Report  had  been 
prepared   not  by  hjm,  but  by, a  worthy 
gentleman  (Mr.   Clarke),  who  very  often 
differed  from  him  in  that  Court.     An  ho- 
nourable and  most  loyal  baronet  (Sir  W. 
Curtis)  did  not  attend  at  the  Committee, 
and  was  also  absent  on  the  present  occa- 
sion*    This  absence  shewed  pretty  clearly 
that  there  was  a  point,  beyond  which  the 
loyalty  of  the    hon.   baronet    would  not 
carry  him.     He,  for  bis  part,  had  gone  so 
much  at  large  into  the  subject  on  a  former 
occasion,   that   he   felt    some   reluctance 
now  to  trouble  the  Court  at  any  length ; 
but,  although  he  hoped  that  he  had  briefly 
brought  many  most  important   subjects 
under  their  consideration,  still  there  were 
many  essential  points  which  he  had  over- 
looked.— When  he  mentioned  to  some  of 
his  friends,  before  the  last  Court,  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  come  forward  and  ex- 
press his  sincere  opinion  upon  the  subject, 
they  most  earnestly  dissuaded  him  ^om 
doing  it.     It  was  not  that  they  were  not 
perfectly  aware  of  the  artful  oontrivanrt  • 
from  which  the  business  originated  ;  they 
were  not  ignorant  of  the  calamities  which 
have  befallen  the  country  during  the  pre- 
sent reign  ;  or  of  the  foolery  of  calling 
for  a  day  of  rejoicing  in  a  period  of  unex- 
ampled afBiction.     They  knew  that  the 
object  of  the  contrivance  was  to  set  op  * 
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*'  to  office  till  they  had  lost  all  power  and 
"popularity  by  an  avowed  desertion  to 
"  the  separate  party  of  the  Kin][^ ;  and  thus, 
"  by  allowiHg  the  Commons  to  carry  eVery 
"  {JkinfT  hefore  them  in  their  own  House, 
'*  and  tljen  opposing  the  naked  xvalls  of  his 
"  prerogative,  to  the  full  shock  ot*  that  un- 
**  bridled  current,  he  invited  a  contest  that 
'*  even  in  those  ilays  proved  ruinous  to 
**  himself>  and  to  the  Constitution.  The 
"  same  principle  of  mis-government,  aided 
"  indeed  by  baser  practices  on  a  baser  ge- 
^  neration,  last^  down  till  the  Revolution,/ 
**  when,  as  is  umivbrsally  acknowledged, 
"  the  true  principles  of  the  Constitution 
"  were  first  recognized,  and  the  reign  of 
*'  wfluence  and  regular  freedom  began.'' 

Such  is  the  doctrine  of  our  sot  disant 
Whigs,  regarding  the  very  basis  of  the  Bri- 
tish Constitution^  and  nothing  so  impu- 
dently false  has  been  published  to  the 
world  since  the  Revolution ;  nothing  more 
disiogtnuous  in  statement  or  more  sophis- 
tical in  argument. — We  are  here  in  the 
fir$t  .place  taught  that  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  arc  beings  of  ai>  inferior 
order  to  the  nobility,  not  merely  in  rank 
ind  title,  but  in  intellectual  endowments 
and  a  capacity  fbr  business.  They  arc 
reprefiented  as  actuated  by  vulgar  feelings 
ind  partial  interests;  incapable  of  duly 
tppreciating  the  genuine  principles  of  the 
British  Constitution,  and  disported  to  de- 
stroy it,  were  it  not  for  the  salutary  ccm- 
troul  of  the  sovereign  and  peers,  who,  dis- 
wning  better  the  true  interests  of  the  na- 
tvon^  Ireep  them  quiet  by  wftuenoc,  that  is. 
Bribery. 

It  is  iiKulcated   that  were  the   King 
^ipOQ  alli>cca»ons  to  act  as  becomes  the 
felt  magistrate  of  a  free  people,  and  give 
«p  his  own  opinions  in  deference  to  the 
collected  wisdom  of  a  whole  nation  ex- 
pressed by  honest  representatives ;    that 
^MB  our  constitution  must  be  at  an  end  ; 
and  a  virtual  republic  established. — It  is 
'Objected  to  Charles  the  First,  that  to  the 
H^^^nstet  tyranny  he  did  not  add  th«  basest 
treachery  and  deceit,  a»d  carry  his  arbi- 
♦'^ry  measures  under  the  forms  of  the 
^•stitution;    and  finally  it   is  asserted 
**»W  at  the  Rerulotaoa,  the  true  principlcB 
^  the  Constitution  were  reoogniased ;  be- 
'swse  tJwn  the  reign  of  Infiuence  and  rego- 
*^  Freedom  began,  and  this  is  said  to  be 
MKVM^ciit^  adONfirledgeci.— Had  ssch  doc- 
<n«e»  been  promnlgated  filly  years  ago, 
^  attempt  to  answer  and  reiote  them  se- 
*|>^ly,  wo(»4d  hare  been  ^deemed  ridice- 
^*    Bat  wt  lift  w  ^Oom  i\m»,  and 
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while  poisons  nfe  less  guarded  against 
than  in  former  days,  it  becomes  those  who 
are  aware  of  the  clangeV  to  redouble  their 
diligeucf^  in  pointing  out  the  proper  anti- 
dotes to  the  unwary. — Now  1  would  ask, 
whether  it  is  really  true  that  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain  are  inferior  in  any  one  o£ 
those  qualities  which  constitute  a  com- 
petent Legislator  ?  Even  as  now  consti- 
tuted, is  there  less  information,  less  politic 
cat  wisdom,  to  be  found  in  the  lower  than  in 
the  upper  House  ?  Is  there  one  of  your 
readers.  Sir,  who  would  hesitate  to  answer 
in  the  negative  ?  And  the  individual  who  for 
the  time  may  be  King  of  Great  Britain  ; 
are  we  reasonably  to  expect  superior 
talents  and  public  virtue  in  him,  so  that 
his  will  ought  to  influence  the  councils  of 
the  nation  ?  The  answer  is  prompt.  ^  The 
Constitution  supposes  no  such  thing.  The 
Constitution  declares  the  King  to  be  the 
chief  servant  of  theState,  invested  with  the 
insignia  of  its  power,  for  purposes  ot 
public  benefit,  and  entitled  to  allegiance 
ru)  longer  than  he  shaU^  act  according  to 
Law. — Wher^  then  does^^re  appear  any 
sufficient  reason  why  thesc><wo  Estates 
should  interfere  with  the  third  *n  the  ex- 
ercise of  its  proper  function,  the  apj.*T>i>ri- 
ation  of  money  drawn  from  the  poclieis^af 
its  constituents?  Is  it  not  enough  that  the 
Crown  enjoys  its  executive  power,  and  a 
patronage  extensive  beyond  all  example^ 
with  power  also  to  render  even  the  best 
measures  of  the  Commons  nugatory  by  a 
negative  ?  And  is  it  not  enough  for  four 
or  five  hundred  men  distinguished  by 
titles  as  peers, 'that  they  possess  privileges 
and  immqnities  far  beyond  those  of  their 
fellow  subject^  and  also  possess  the  power 
of  refusing  the  Bills  of  the  Commons,  and 
thwarting  every  one  of  their  measures?— 
The  Edinburgh  Reviewer  says.  No;  all  this 
is  not  sufficient ;  there  must  be  in  addition 
to  all  this  a  steady  and  constant  influence 
exerted  over  the  Comnums,  who  9^  foolish 
and  turbulent  schoolboys  would  ^certainly 
run  into  every  dangerous  excess,  were  it 
n<>t  fbr  the  ever-operating  controol  of  su- 
perior minds  !  B«t  let  us  enquire  into  the 
-titith  of  this  assertioB,  '*  that  Irifluence  was 
reco^masod  ait  the  Revolution,  and  conse- 
quecuJy  that  the  independence  of  the 
Hoase  of  Commens  was  then  understood 
to  be  iiKoanpatible  with  real  Freedom/* 
What  say  the  honest  and  eminent  men 
who  lived  during  the  Rcviikition  ?  What 
sav  the  statesmen  of  every  succeeding 
year  down  to  our  times?  Itwo»W  be  to 
abuse  the  |aitegacQ  vi  yoor  veadera  to  X9r 
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cord  llie  opinions  of  Locke  and  Addison 
upon  tills  subject.  They  were  really 
Whig<,  that  is  friends,  to  truth  and  liberty. 
And  although  to  record  their  opinions 
might  and  would  refute  the  doctvines  of 
the  Edinburgh  Review,  and  prove  that  In- 
£uence  was  not  Univtrsally  recognized  as  ne- 
cessary to  the  existence  of  real  Freedom  ;  I 
mean  to  go  farther,  and  ap|>eal  to  the  re- 
corded opinions  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
Tory,  or  high  court  pttrty,  who,  if  they 
now  lived,  would  regard  wilh  cni^aioas  of 
indignation  and  contempt  the  tenets  of 
our  modern  Whigs. — Swift  asserts  tlie  ne- 
cessity of  annual  parlian)ents  because  the 
frequency  of  Elections  would  tend  to  des- 
troy the  influence  of  the  Court,  and  yet 
Swift  wiis  the  very  director  of  a  Tory  ad- 

ministi-atioii. Lord  Bolinobroke.   not 

only  a  Tory  but  a  Jacobite,  mentions  those 

.who  bring  forward  arguments  against  the 
entire  independence  of  parliament  m  terms 
of  the  fi:reatest '  indignation..  "  Reason** 
(says  li€,)  "  is  againsfe  them,  ainc^  it  is 
*'  a  plain  absurdity  to  supfiose  a  con- 
*i  iroul  on  Ihe  Crowti.  and  to  ^^ establish 
'1^  the  saw  timie  a^oww,  2in4  ^f^wi  a 
'*^nght,  in  th«.CitMHi  to  render  ftat^on- 
*'  trou4  tnelessv   Erpenenbe  »  agaiifst  them, 

..".  si  ore  the  examples  of  otber  counfaries, 
•*  and  at  8ome  times,  of  our  own,  have 
•*  proved  that  a  prince  may  govern  ac- 
"  cording  to  his  arbitrary  will,  or  that  of 
*'  his  more  j^rbitraty  minister,  as  abso- 
'^  lutely  and  much  more  securely  with,  than 
'*  xoilhout,  the  coIK^^irrence  of  a  Farliament. 
"  -^The  authority  even  the  uniform  aui ho- 
"  rity,  of  our  whole  Legislature,  is  against 

"  them The   voice  of  our  L(tw  gives 

"  them  the  lie:  How  then  shall  we  *ac- 
»*  count  for  this  proceeding,  this  open  and 
**  desperate  attack  upon  our  Constitution, 
"  and  therefore  upon  our  Liberty  f  Have 
'*  these  great  men  made  any  nice  discovery 
"  that  escaped  the  blunt  sagacity  of  our 
^'  ancestors,  and  is  above  the  narrow  con- 
"  ceptions  of  all  other  men  except  them- 
"  selves  at  this  time  ?" 

In  what  noble  strains  of  eloquence  the 
illustrious  Earl  of  Chatham  inculcated  the 

'  necessity  of  "  erecting  some  strong  bar- 
"  riers  to  defend  the  Constitution,  ana  resist 
*'  the  enormous  influence  of  the  Crown," 
your  readers  well  know.  Upon  a  sub- 
ject of  far  less  importance  than  the  mal- 
practices of  Lord  Castlereagh  and  Mr. 
Perceval,  he  in  his  place  declared  the 
Constitution  violated  :  "  and  until,"  8aidhe, 
•'  that  wouVid  is  healed,  it  is  in  vain  to  r^- 
**  commend  union  to  parliament,  or  endea- 


"  vour  to  promote  concord  among  the 
"  peo|)le.  If  we  mean  seriously  to  unite 
"  the  nati(^n.  we  must  convince  them  that 
"  their  complaints  are  regarded;  that  their 
"  injuries  shall  be  redressed.— On  that 
'*  foundation  1  will  take  the  lead  in  re- 
"  commending  peace  arid  harmony  to  the 
"  p(*ople  ;  on  any  other  I  would  never 
"  wi>h  to  see  them  united  again.  If  th« 
'•  breach  in  the  Constitution  be  eflectually 
"repaired,  the  people  wii  of  themselves 
''return  to  a  state  ol*  tranquillity.  If  not, 
"  mc^y  discord  prevail  for  ever  ? — I  feel  the 
"  principles  of  an  Englishman,  and  1  utter 
"  them  without  apprehension  or  reserTc. 

"  If  the  King's  servants  will  not  per- 

"  niit  a  constitutional  question  to  be  de- 
"  t  i'led  on  according  to  the  forms  and  on 
"  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  it 
*'  must  then  be  decided  in  some  other 
''  nianner ;  and  rather  than  it  should  be 
"  given  up,  rather  than  the  nation shouW 
"surrender  their  birthright  to  a  despotic 
"  minister,  1  hope,  my  Lords,  old  as  I  am, 
^*'I  sfKiitsce  the  question  fairly  brought  to  iiwe, 
('  and  ^^^dbgslfmiite  people  and  the  Go- 

"  practice itfpiiWftamrent  to  its  theory,  and 
*'  rembvfe  an  juit  cause  of  complaint." 

But  even  so  late  as  the  year  1797  it 
was  not  discovered  by  the  Whig  Party, 
that  corruption  and  influence  are  neces* 
sary  to  the  well  being  of  our  Constitution, 
and  may  be  openly  avowed  and  defended. 
On  the  discussion  of  Mr.  Grey's  Motion 
for  Reform,  Mr.  Fox  said,  '*  When  Go- 
"  vernmem  is  daily  preseoting  itself  in  the 
"  shape  of  weakness  that  borders  on  dis- 
"  solution — unequal  to  all  the  functions  of 
"  useful  strength,  and  formidable  only  in 
"  pernicious  corruption,  weak  in  power  and 
*'  strong  only  in  influence ;  am  I  to  be  told 
"  that  such  a  state  of  things  can  go  on 
"with  safety  to  any  branch  of  the  Consti- 
"  tution  ?  If  men  th'.nk  that  under  such 
"  a  system,  we  can  go  on  without  a  mate- 
"  rial  recurrence  to  first  principles,  they 
"  argue  in  direct  opposition  to  all  theory 
"  and  all  practice.  But  it  is  said.  What 
"  will  this  Reform  do  for  us  ?  Will  it  rc- 
"  trieve  our  misfortunes  ? — I  admit  that 
"  it  would  not  be  sufficient,  unless  it  led 
"  to  reduction  qf  substantial  expence,  and  to 
"  reform  all  the  abuses  that  have  crept 
"  into  our  government. — But  I  think  H 
"would  do  this. — It* would  give  us  in 
"  the  first  place  a  parliament  vigilant  and 
"scrupulous,  and  that  would  secure  us  t 
"  government  active  and  economical.  It 
"  would  prepare  the  way  for  every  ra- 
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gethcr.  Therefore,  he  flattered  himdelF, 
that  tlie  sense  of  the  Court  was,  instead  of 
using  the  language  of  complaint,  to  in- 
dulge in  that  approbation. 

Mr,  S.  Dixon  lamented  that  gentlemen 
bad  wandered  so  much  as  they  had  done 
from  the  question  before  the  Court,  which 
was  simply — Whether  the  Court  ^should, 
or  should  not,  go  to  St.  Paul's  to  hear 
divine  service  on  the  23th  of  October 
next,  and  return  thanks  to  Almid)ty  God  ? 
He  had  heard  a  5>)>eech  of  an  hour  long, 
from  one  member  (Mr.  VVaithman),  with- 
out containing  a  single  word  to  the  question. 
That  worthy  member  had  talked  a  great 
deal  too  much  of  himself.  Who  and  what 
was  he — that  he  sliould  engross  so  much , 
of  the  Court  upon  his  aiiairs — his  charac- 
ter— his  circumstances — that  he  should 
thus  talk  so  much  of  himself  for  himself. 
Here  Mr.  Dixon  wittily  introduced  the 
old  jingle  of  "  As  I  walked  to  myself,  I 
talked  to  myseU,''  &c.  which  he  repeated 
with  great  emphasis  and  violeat  gesticula- 
tion, to  the  no  small  diversion  of  the 
whole  Court.  Ai  to  the  matter  now  more 
iBfnordiateiy  before  the  Court,  he  had  tife 
pieasore  tp  say,  because  he  bad  the.  plea- 
sure to  feel,  there  was  abundant  matter 
for  oonffratulation  to  our  sovereign  lord  the 
King,  tor  his  happy  reign  of  50  yeara  over 
a  loyal  and  aftectionate  people, 

Mr.  Alderman  Good.behekb  saw  the 
propriety  of  separating  the  personal  from 
the  magisterial  character  of  the  king. 
There  was  a  wide  difterence  between  the 
moral  character  of  the  man,  and  the  of- 
fice which  he  holds;  and  to  attribute  to 
him  things  which  wei-e  not  produced  by 
him,  was  to  come  to  a  conclusion  without 
premises,  and  to  a  false  conclusion.  Such, 
he  considered  to  be  the  attributing  to  the 
king  the  state  of  the  public  roads,  the  state 
of  the  manufactures,  of  commerce,  of  agri- 
culture, of  the  arts,  of  the  aripy,  and  thf 
navy.  These  were  not  produced,  by  the 
reign  of  the  king,  although  they  happened 
ill  the  reiga  of  the  kinc ;  they  were  the 
efiect  of  the  industry  and  diligence  of  the 
people ;  and  if  the  worthy  member  who 
oad  brought  forward  these  subjects  attend- 
ed to  that  distinction,  he  would  not  have 
trrived  at  the  conclusion  of  attributing 
tfcrem  to  his  majesty.  They  were  the  re- 
*uh  of  the  energy  ani  the  activity  of  the 
people.  The  way  to  judge  this  question 
riglitly,  was  to  look  at  the  transactions  of 
the  present  reign,  and  then  we  should  find 
p^y  thing!  done  by  those  whom  his  ma- 
jesty had    entruited    with  hit  councils,. 


which  not  only  were  unlit  subjt'cts  of  con* 
gratulation,  but  such  as  must  excite  oor 
abhorrence.     Letr  us  look  at  the  extension 
of  the  hateful  l^xcise   laws ;  at  tiie  odious 
and  inquisitorial  Income  Tax;  at  the  huge, 
the  monstrous  size  of  the  National  Debt, 
the  collection  of  the  taxes  to  defr:iy  the 
interest  of  which   had  spread  court  influ- 
ence  and   corruption   into   almost  every 
branch  of  society,  civil  or  military.     Look 
at  the  waste  of  treasure  and  ot  blood,  which 
had  attended  a  reign  of  49  years,  thirty 
of  which   had  been   war;  during  which 
'  26  Bishops,  whose  duty  it  was  to  preach 
the   mildness  of   the   Christian   religion, 
which  was  "  good  will  to  men,''  yet  lent 
their  aid,  as  Lortls  of  Parliament,   to  a 
system  of  havoc  and  devastation  all  over 
Europe,  and  an  immense  poriion  of  India ; 
and  also  over  a  vast  space   of  America. 
It  was,  tlierefore  not  enough  to  say  that 
our  roads,  our  trade,  our  commercej  our 
agriculture,  our  arts,  were  flourishing,  wa 
must  look  also  at. the  calamities  of  the 
people;  at  the  fatal  policy  which  brought 
on  those  calamities.     He  should  not  now 
take  up  th6  time  of  the  Court  in  enumerat- 
ing them,  but  they  were  numerous;  and 
some  of  them  were  at  this  moment,  to  him, 
awful  and  alarming;  he  knew  the  people 
al  large  fett  them  in  that  light ;  and  the 
Court,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  take  care 
hoi  to  bring,  as  it  were,  a  question  between 
the  king  and  his  people,  by  thus  injudici- 
ously obtruding  upon  the  public,  a  grave 
recollection   ot  these  calamitous  events. 
£Sound  sense  and  wise  policy  would  have 
shunned  a  discussion  of  these  matters  at 
this  crisis.    For.  God's  sake,  let  the  Court 
do  nothing^that  had  a  tendency  to  com- 
motion.   Things  are,  at  present,  tolerably 
quiet  over  the  country;   discffssion  may 
disturb  them.     An  illumination  was  the 
very  worst  project  that  coukt  be  devised. 
Lights  might,  indeed,  be  set  in  people's 
windows,  but  unless  we  could  infuse  chear- 
fulness  into  their  hearts,  the  illumination 
would  do  them  no  good.    This  was  not 
such  a  season  as  that  of  the  news  from 
Egypt  or  Trafalgar.     They  were,  indeed, 
subjects  fit  for  illumination.     But  this  was 
to  commemorate,  by  a  Jubilee,  the  whole 
of  a  reign,  which  had  been  marked  by 
most  afflicting  calamities;  by  the  exten* 
sion  of  the  detestable  Excise  Laws ;  by 
suspensions  of  the  act  of  Habeas  Corpus^ 
the  bulwark  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject; 
by  the  prodigious  waste  uf  blood  and  trea- 
sure ;  by  an  increase  of  the  National  Debt 
from   100  to  800  millions,  ^^'itb  tl}a^ 
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views  of  things,  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
we  deceived  ourselves,  if  we  tiiougbt  this 
%  season  for  a  Jubilee,  for^  to  bim,  the 
situation  of  the  country  appeared  to  be 
truly  calamitous. 

Mr.  Kemble  did  not  agree  with  every 
p^rt  of  the  Resolutions  before  the  Court, 
but  with  the  iirst  part  he  did  agree.  He 
could  not  help  being  surprised  at  the  con- 
duct of  a  worthy  member  (Mr.  Waith- 
man),  for  he  had  signed  the  very  report 
which  he  was  now  attacking.  He  never 
would  have  put  his  name  to  what  he  dis- 
approved; he  thought  this  conduct  dis- 
ingenuous in  that  gentleman,  and  done 
to  lull  the  Court  into  a  delusive  apprehen- 
sion of  security,  the  better  to  defeat  its 
purpose,  which  was  almost  unanimously 
holding  a  Jubilee. 

Mr.  Waithman  said,  his  object  in  sign- 
ing the  Report  was,  to  bring  forward  the 
discussion  of  the  subject ;  the  report  was 
not  his  act,  but  the  act  of  the  Committee. 
He  made  no  observations  in  the  Com- 
mittee; he  did  not  exchange  a  word  with 
any  individual  in  it,  until  a  quesUon  was 
put  to  him  respecting  the  Dinner,  and 
tben  he  said  distinctly,  that  he  disapproved 
of  that  measure. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  Reso- 
lution for  going  to  hear  Divine  Scrtice, 
and  to  return  thanks  h>  the  Almighty  God, 
on  the  125th  of  October  next ;  and  carried. 
Mr.  Kemble  then  observed,  that- the 
aext  Question  was  upon  the  Subject  of  IHu- 
mination.  Such  was  the  hymlty  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  he  had  no  doubt,  whether  the 
Court  ordered  an  illuminaiion  of  the  front 
of  Guildhall,  or  not,  the  illumination  wodd 
be  general.  The  Court  might  expect  that 
th<l  Maneion-bouse,  the  India-house,  and 
the  Bank,  should  riluminate  on  that  oeca^ 
sion ;  but  there  wad  no  necessity  for  the 
Court  to  recommend  it  to  indrviduais,  for 
th^ir  Icyalty  was  .such,  that  they  would  do 
it  without  any  suggestion  iVom  any.  quar«- 
ter.  He  was  aware  of  the  pressure  of  taxea, 
but  such  was  the  ioyalty  of  the  peofyle  of 
this  country,  that  he  was  confident  they 
would  bear  still  morewithout  a  murmur, 
in  support  of  his  Mcyesty  and  bib  Govern^ 
meni ;  but  as  the  people  were  9o  ready 
to  pay  their  money,  4he  Court  should  not 
ahew  a  readiness  to  take  it  oat  of  their 
p6cket8. 

Mr.  Wheblb  thought  the  Police  of  the 
City  defective  enough  already,  witliout 
taaj  Illumination,  which  would  create  much 
confusion ;  but  defective  a^  the  Police  of 
the  City  Was,  there  w$ts  this  ce»solatiei]^ 


that  the  Police  of  the  West  end  of  the 
Town  was  a  great  deal  worse,  witness  tbc 
tumult  and  uproar  of  Covent  Garden 
Theatre  for  a  week  together.  Nor  were 
peace,  and  quietness,  and  obedience  to  the 
laws,  much  recommended  by  the  Doel 
which  lately  took  place  between  two  Secre- 
taries of  State,  and  Membei's  of  the  King's 
Cabinet ;  for  these  reasons  we  understood 
the  worthy  Member's  sentiments  to  be  ad- 
verse to  an  Illumination. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  advised  the  Court 
to  look  to  the  price  of  bread,  rather  than 
talk  about  Illumination.  He  disliked  this 
proposition  to  illuminate  Guildhall,  because 
it  would  have  the  effect  of  compulsion  on 
all  the  householders  of  the  metropolis ;  for 
there  were  persons  in  abundance  whs 
were  ready  to  break  such  windows  asshould 
not  be  illuminated. 

Mr.  Millar  considered  the  whole  of 
this  measure  of  a  Jubilee  as  a  mere  trick 
intended  for  the  purpose  of  screening  Mi- 
nisters from  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct, 
which  was  most  culpable.  He  considered 
an  Illumination  as  the  most  injudicioos 
step  that  could  be  taken,  even  by  those 
who  most  wished  to  render  this  reign  iN 
lustrious ;  because  it  would  afibrd  oppor- 
tunities to  those  who  thought  otherwise, 
to  contrast  the  present  condition  of  thiop 
with  that  of  the  end  of  the  last  reim. 
The  illumination  reminded  him  of  what 
was  said  in  the  once  popular  entertain* 
ment  of  Harlequin  Touchstone.  The 
character  in  that  piece  is  supposed  to  pos- 
sess a  talisman,  by  the  appficsrtion  of  which 
Truth  is  instantly  elicited.  Amongst  other 
places  which  he  visited  was  Paris>  where 
the  people  were  illuminating  the  citv. 
Harlequin,  on  inquiring  the  cause  of  thii 
illumination,  is  informed  that  it  u-as  fort 
great  victory ;  but,  on  applying  the  touch* 
stone,  he  discovers  that  this  iHumioatisn 
was  for  the  mrpose  of  ketpmg  the  Petfk  a 
the  dark  Thus,  for  instance,  an  invidi* 
otts  petvon  might  put  «p  in  one  window^ 
Nattoneit  Debt,  100  ntilliotis;  in  another, 
%Q0  millions*    In  one,  the  price  of  the 

Suartem  loaf  at  six^pence,  in  another,  po»> 
bly  two  shillings  In  one,  the  portion  of 
Exdse  alrtmst  nothing ;  in  atiother,  mo^ 
enormousv  In  the  one,  the  posseision  of 
America ;  in  another,  the  tots  of  it  b 
en^,  the  state  of  TaMS)  whieh  were  lig^ 
andeolleetedcoMiitotiQmdly;  in  another, 
the  Assessed  Taxes,  aild  the  Income  TsXi 
collected  upon  the  principles  of  the  ^ 
quisition*  In  oile,  the  amrnitant  ai" 
tntdesttQB  ef  2Q0h  enjoyingt  in  the  rcift 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


^ 


465] 


SEPTEMBER  SO,  liiOQ.^^ London,  regpectkig  the  Jubilee.. 


[466 


cry  of  loyalty,  and  throw  the  odium  of  dis- 
loyalty upon  every  one  who  ventured  to 
express  a  di£R?rence  of  opinion.  Notwitb- 
fitanding  this  advice,  he  had  determined 
to  speak  his  opinion.  Whatever  odium 
there  might  be  attached  to  opposing  an 
artificial  cry  of  loyalty,  he  htid  never  been 
afraid  of  encountering  it.  As  to  popu- 
larity, if  he  should  earn  it,  he  would  be 
coutent  to  wear  it ;  but  he  never  did,  nor 
ever  would  decline  speaking  his  real  sen- 
timents from  any  view  connected  with  ob- 
taining popularity.  He  did  feel  some  self- 
ajiplause  in  recollecting  that  he  had  re- 
sisted a  cry  which  was  set  up  from  inter- 
ested motives,  and  that  he  had  preferred 
the  risk  of  being  unpopular,  to  the  deser- 
tion of  his  duty  in  that  Court  as  a  Repre- 
sentative of  the  City  of  London.  With 
respect  to  going  to  Church,  he  thought 
that  was  a  very  proper  thing  ;  but  still 
be  was  a  little  surprised  at  the  quarter 
from  which  it  was  proposed.  As  to  the 
congratulatory  Address,  he  declared  that 
he  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what 
topics  of  congratulation  could  be  selected, 
and  he  should  think  it  a  most  puzzling 
thing  to  shape  any  Address  of  Congratu- 
lation without  filling  it  with  the  most 
gross  and  infamous  falsehoods.  When  his 
majesty  first  ascended  the  throne,  we  were 
a  free,  happy,  and  united  people,  and  our 
public  affairs  were  managed  by  the  great 
Lord  'Clmrham,  the  ablest  Minister  this 
country  ever  produced.  The  taxes  then 
amounted  to  very  little  more  than  seven 
millions  annually,  whereas  they  have  now 
increased  to  seventy  millions.  In  the 
commencement  of  the  reign,  the  union  and 
happiness  of  the  people  were  much  dis- 
turbed by  the'  squabbles  of  the  govern- 
ment. During  Mr.  Wilkes's  time,  or  until 
the  commencement  of  the  American  war, 
he  could  see  no  subject  of  congratulation. 
Passing  over  then  the  earlier  years  of  his 
majesty's  reign,  and  comrng  directly  to 
the  American  war,  he  must  say  that  this 
was  one  of  the  most  wicked  and  calami- 
tous wars  that  ever  the  country  hnd  been 
engaged  in  ;  that  all  the  objects  of  the 
war,  and  America  itself,  were  lost ;  and 
that  the  debt  of  this  country  was  in- 
creased to  a  prodigious  extent.     He  could 

say  more that  he  believed  that  all  the 

evils  which  have  overrun  the  Continent  of 
Europe, and  reduced  this  comitry  to  great 
danger,  might  be  directly  traced  to  the 
witked  policy  which  dictated  the  Ame- 
rican war.  He  therefore  could  not  see 
nNXQ  for  congratulating   his  majesty  on 


that  portion  of  his  reign  which  went  down 
to  the  dismemberment  of  the  empire,  and 
the  loss  of  America.  If  we  were  to 
come  to  n^ore  modem  times,  and  look  at 
the  history  of  the  last  \6  years,  we 
should  find  that  this  country  has  been 
involved  in  a  most  bloody  and  calami- 
tous war,  for  an  object  which  the  people 
never  understood.  The  c<»untry  knew 
when  their  fleets  were  in  pdrt,  and  when 
they  were  not;  but  they  never  knew 
what  it  was  that  they  were  fighting  for. 
I'he  calamitous  events  of  these  bloody^ 
expensive,  and  disastrous  wars,  were  cer- 
tainly not  subjects  to  congratulate  his  ma- 
jesty upon.  Were  they  to  congratulate 
bis  majesty  upon  the  frequent  suspension 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  and  of  the  con^ 
stitution,  during  his  reign  ?  Could  we  con- 
gratulate his  majesty  upon  the  Treason 
and  Sedition  bills,  in  consequence  of  which 
many  unfortunate  young  men  buffi  red  the 
most  severe  punishment,  for  merely  re- 
peating what  had  been  said  with  greater 
force  at  a  former  period,  by  the  very  mi- 
nisters who  recommended  the  prosecution } 
If  we  were  to  return  thanks  to  Almighty 
God,  merely  for  prolonging  the  life  of  his 
majesty,  we  cotild  not  congratulate  our 
sovereign  for  having  escaped  bodily  in*^ 
firmity,  nor  yet  could  we  congratulate 
him  on  his  family,  or  on  the  success  or  the 
measures  of  his  government.  After  such 
unexampled  failures  as  the  country  hat 
lately  wttnessed>  it  should  rather  be  a  time 
for  the  City  to  go  up  and  point  out  to  hia 
majesty  the  cause  of  these  failures,  than 
to  fix  this  as  a  time  to  have  a  day  of  re- 
joicing. At  the  conclusion  of  the  last  war 
against  France,  after  having  incurred  a 
fresh  debt  of  200  millions,  the  nation  was 
informed  by  the  Secretary  at  War  (Mr. 
Windham),  that  "  although  we  had  gain^ 
"  ed  battles,  the  objects  of  the  war  were 
"  lost  and  that  £urope  was  gone."  Was 
it  then  for  a  war,  attended  with  such  ex- 
pence,  and  so  unfortunate  in  its  results, 
that  his  majesty  should  be  congratulated  ? 
Or  was  it  for  the  events  of  the  present  war, 
the  Convention  of  Cintra,  the  unfortunate 
occurrences  in  Spain,  or  the  £xpedition  to 
Walcheren,  the  most  disgraceful  one  that 
was  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of  the  coun^ 
try;  ihat  a  congratulation  was  to  be 
voted  ?  He  might  therefore  ask,  what  por- 
tion was  it  of  his  majesty's  long  reign, 
which  we  could  fix  upon  as  the  period  for  a 
complimentary  address  ?  If  the  address  of 
the  City  had  been  attended  to  on  a  former 
occasiori^  and,  a  proper  inquiry  instituted 
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respecting    the    shameful  Convention  of 
Ciiitra,  ihe  coantry  would,  probably,  not 
have  now  to  lament  the  Joss  which  we 
liave  sustained  in  Spain,^  from  the  hasty 
adyance  and   precipitate   retreat  of  lord 
viscounl-  Wellington.     Now,  although  the 
Convention  of  Cintra  had  been  fclt  as  most 
disgraceful  to  this  countjy,  yet  there  was 
tto  man  hardy  enough  to  stand  up  and  say, 
that  in  this,  that,  or   any  other  failure, 
which  is  recorded  in  the  annals  of  British 
history,  was  any  tiling  near  so  disgraceful 
and  calamitous,  as  the  last  and  most  in- 
famous Expeduion,  which  \*as  entrusted 
to  lord  Chatham.     There  was  nobody  that 
would  say,  that  the  Income  Tax,  and  the 
extension  of  the  Excise  laws,  were  subjects 
upon  which  his  majesty  should  be  con- 
gratulated.    As   to  the   conduct  of  our 
military  affairs,  it  was  eo  extremely  bad, 
that  although  we  ha^e  double  the  number 
of  Generals  on  our  ataff  that  Buonaparte 
has,   and  maintained,  probably,   at  four 
times  the  ex  pence,  yet  when  it  comes  tp 
select  GeueraU  for  the  command  of  our 
Expeditions,  we   select  a  Wh'Helocke,  a 
Dalrymple,  or  aChatiiam.  Could  the  court 
fiee  witn  indifference  the  waate  of  British 
blood  which  was  occasioned  by  the  folly 
of  those  who  planned,  or  who  had  the  exe- 
cution of  the  objects  of  our  Expeditions  ? 
It  had  been  said,  and  verv  truly,  that  the 
▼alour  of  our  soldiers  and^  sailors  had  been 
conspicuous  in  the  late  wars.     If  so,  the 
greater  blame  rested  upon  the  Govem- 
anent.     If  we  had  soldiers  who  would  not 
fight,  the  wisest  Government  nvight  fail  in 
its  objects ;  but  when  it  is  known  thctt  we 
have  a  brave  army  and  navy,  that  will  exe- 
cute wen  whatever  thoy  are  called  upon 
to  do,  the  Ulame  will  rest  exclusively  on 
the  Government,  which,  by  the  Absurdity 
of  its^  plans,  and  its  flection  of  officier3> 
Slakes  British  valour  useless,  and  causes 
torrents  of  British  blood  to  flow  for  no 
purpose.     Among  the  many  faults  of  the 
ivovernment,  he  would  mamtain,  that  al- 
though we  had  38  An^bassadors,  who  re- 
ceived 64,000/.  per  ann.  in  pensions,  in  ad- 
dition to  their  pay,  yet  in  the  very  few 
courts  in  which  they  would  be  received,  it 
.was  almost  always  found  that  they  were 
4rompletely  ignorant,  of  their  duty.  Wehad 
lately  an  example  of^this  in  America;  and 
in  Sw6den>  although  evei^  other  man  in 
the  country  knew  a  iBe volution  was  proba- 
,ble,  the  British  Ambassador  alone  appear- 
ed to  know  nothing  of  the  piatter.     There 
never  was  a  great  country  whose  ai&ksj 
had  been  so  ill  mana^ged  as  the  affairs  ofj 


this  country :    and  yet  ministei>  sbewed 
great  abilities  in  some  things.  Tbey  could 
e^asily  discover  all  the  means  that  would 
prevent  surcharges  from  being  evaded; 
and  yet  they  never  cQuld  discover  the 
means  by  which 'the  country's  ail'airs  iu 
other  respects  could  be  managed  with  ho- 
nour.    At  the  very  time  that  the  toxe* 
were  to  be  Jevied  with  the  utmost  rigour, 
accounts  to  the  an>ount  of  nine  millions  oi 
money  were  yet  unsettled  ait  the  Victual- 
liu^-ofhce ;    and  above  seven  millions  ot 
West  India  accounts  were  yet  unexamined, 
noiwithstanding  the  expence  of  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  for  that  purpose.    In 
the  very  last  year,  above  nine  millions 
were  added  to  the  yearly  expenditure; 
and  when  it  was  considered,  that  from  the 
year  171^7  to  the  present  year,  the  taxes 
had  ij;icreased  from  twenty-three  millions 
anuually  to  seventy  million.s  without  gain- 
ing a  single  object  for  which  we  entered 
into  the  war,  he  could  not  see  how  his  ma- 
jesty could  be  congratulated  on  such  cala- 
mitous events.    Jt  was  evidently  impossi- 
ble for  tlie  country  to  go  on  much  longer 
nnder  such  a  progressive  and  enormous  ac- 
cumulatiQn  of  public  burdens.  Those  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side,  who  were  always' 
calling  for  unanimity  in  that  Court,  were 
^ting  incon^iistently  when  tliey  broogbt 
forward  motions  which  must  necessarily 
disturb. that  unanimity.      He  bad  hiinselt 
for  the  whole  of  his  political  life,  opposed, 
as  far  as  he  was  able,  the  system  which 
had  brought  so  many  calamities  on  the 
coputry.     For  the  greater.part  of  that  time 
he  had  been  buifeted  and  hunted  down  ai 
a  Jacobin>  ^nd  for  many  years  he  could 
only  prevail  on  five  Members  to  divide 
>vith  him.     He  nowever.had  never  turned 
(0  the  right  hand  or  the  left ;   but  legard- 
iess  pf  whatever  o^jum  the  GefUlemen  on 
the  Qtber  side  might  excite  against  hijn, 
he  bad  fearlessly  pursued  through  life,  uA 
he  4hovdd  always  continiie  to  do  it,  that 
line  of  conduct  which  his  s^^i^e  of  public 
duty  pointed  out  [Umd  appl^qses  belonr 
the  Bar.  The  Lord  Mayor  called  the  Gen- 
tlemen to  orderl.      These  applauses  were 
certainly  irregular,  and  he  was  happy  to 
say  that  it  ^vas  an  irregularity  which  did 
i>ot  often  take  place.     There  wf  re,  kow- 
oyer,  occasions  when  it  was  hard  for  men 
to  cpnceal  thpir  feelings  ^    ^nd  snch  de- 
monstrations h^d  been  heai;d,  sometin^ 
in  the  House  of  .Cpmpions  itself.     Tbe(« 
were  many  Gen^l^men  m  th^  Coprt  y^ 
^^A  w'\\h  hiflfi  }jk  \he  piost  tsm^ 
points }  md  yet^  h(9€fm^  tbene  nKtr^^m^ 
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cbades  of  dlSerence,  tliey,  upon  many  oc- 
cadoDS,  threw  themselves  into  the  arms  of 
tke  eoeniy. — Nothing  could  be  more  mis- 
chicTousor  dangerous  than  such  a  course. 
Mr.  Fox  bad  elegahtly  observed^  in  his 
History,  that  **  it  was  mtich  better  to  con- 
**  cede  sofloething  to  a  friend,  than  tvery 
"  thing  to  an  enemy/'     He  wished  that 
those,  who  on  ijnpx>rtant  points  thought  as 
he  did,  were  impressed  with  the  truih  of 
this  sentiment.  As  to  many  of  the  Gentle- 
men on  the  other  side,  he  might  as  well 
taik  to  stocks  or  stoiies  as  to  address  them 
with  any  hopes  of  convincing  them.  They 
w«re  evidently  playing  a  !j;ame  l>f  their 
own ;    they  were  fishing  ibr  themselves, 
while  he  bad  nothing  to  hope  for  or  to  fear 
firoiB  any  Government,  and  had  never  ob- 
tained or  sought  any  favours.  He  was  very 
KQch  astOBislied  that  a  Gentleman  who 
had  given  notice  of  a  motion  for -the  pre- 
sent day  (Mr.  Deputy   KembLe);  should 
now  feel  dillerently  from  what  he  did  upon 
the  Convention  ofCintra  : — On  thatocca- 
son  he  mentioned,  '*  that  his  blood  boiled 
**  wit)i  indignation,  and  that  he  was  reedy 
"  to  go  up  to  bis  majesty  every  week  with 
**  a  lemonstrance  on  the  subjec^.''      That 
burnini;  zeal,  however,  must  have  now  con- 
siderably  cooled.     The  City  of  London 
could  shew  no  better  proof  of  its  loyalty  to 
iu  Sovereign  upon  the  present  occasion, 
than  by  pointing  out  Xo  him  those  enemies 
who  had  brought  such  disgraces  and  dan- 
gers upon  the  country.  An  hon.  and  loyal 
baronet  (sir  W.  Curtis)  had,  upon  a  former 
occasion,  complained  of  his  personality ; 
but  be  Cid  not  at  that  time  recollect  for 
what  niunber  of  years  he  (Mr.  W.)  had 
been  exposed  to  th«  personalities  ol'  the 
hon.  baronet  and  his  friends.      He  had, 
perhaps,  forgotten,  that  when  be  was  in  a 
mtnority  on  the  question  of  the  Treason 
and  Sedition  Bills,  Gentlemen  insisted  upon 
a  division  in  order  that  it  might  be  seen 
'*  who  were  the  enemies  of  the  oomitry." 
As  to  what  was  called  the  nonied  interest, 
although  lie  vi^a^  himself  a  tradesman,  he 
would  never  look  moch  to  the  monied  in- 
terest to  support  constitutional  principles ; 
nor  to  Baok  Directors,  who  can  get  Acts 
of  Parlianent  to  prevent  them  paying  their 
notes  in  cash,  and  who  i^eceive  5  per  oent. 
for  uatereat  en  a  bit  of  paper  intrinsically 
not  worth  a  ii^^my-      On  this  subject  he 
read  the  IbUowing  passage  from  a  Speech 
of  Lord  Chatham,  4>n  t^e  question  of  the 
Fidkland  Islands:— 

**  There  is  a  set  of  men,  my  Lords,  in 
^  the  Citj^  of  Losdcn,  wtM  fuw  I^mwji  to 


«'  live  in  riot  and  luxnry  upon  the  plunder  ^ 
*'  of  the  ignorant,  the  innocent,  the  help- 
"  less — upon  that  part  of  the  community 
'*  which  stands  most  in  need  of,  and  best 
«'  deserves,  the  care  and  protection  of  the 
'*  ijegislature.  To  me,  my  Lords,  whether 
"  they  be  the  miserable  jobbers  of  Change- 
^'  alley,  or  the  lofty  Asibtic  plunderers  of 
«*  Leadeohall-street,  they  are  all  eqaally 
*'. detestable.  I  care  but  little  whether  a 
"  man  walks  on  foot,  or  is  drawn  by  eight 
*'  horses,  or  six  horses;  if  his  luxury  be 
'*  &upporte<l  by  the  plunder  of  bis  country, 
"  I  despise  and  dete^  bim.  My  Lorcis, 
"  vHiile  I  had  the  honour  of  serving  his  ^ 
**  Majesty,  I  never  ventured  to  look  at  the 
*'  Treasury,  but  at  a  distance  ;  it  is  a  busi- 
"  ness  i  am  unfit  for,  and  to  which  1  never 
'*  could  have  submitted.  The  little  I  know 
*'  of  it  has  not  served  to  raise  my  opinion 
*'  of  what  is  vulgarly  called  the  monied  in- 
"  terest.  I  mean,  that  blood-sucker,  that 
*'  muck-worm,  which  calls  itself  the  friend 
'<  of  Goverament — that  pretends  to  serve 
"  this  or  that  Administration,  and  may  be 
'*  purchased,  on  the  same  terms,  by  any 
"  Administration — that  advances  money 
'•  to  Government,  and  takes  special  care  of 
**  its  own  emoluments.  Under  this  dc- 
"  scription  I  include  tiie  whole  race  of 
'^  Commissaries,  Jobbers,  Contractors, 
««  Clothiers^  and  Remitters! !  !*' 

Had  these  most  pertinent  obi^ervations 
been  made  by  himself  (Mr.  W.,)  he  doubt- 
less had  been  charged  with  Jacobinism  of 
the  deepest  dye — ^but  ihey  were  sentiments, 
of  the  great  Chatham,  the  determined  foe 
of  corruption  in  whatever  shape  it  reared 
its  head   [Hear  !  hear  !].    Me  well  knew, 
as  we  also  all  well  kneit^  or  might  weil 
know,  that  these  men  were  set  up  to  sale  to 
every  Administration.   No  Administration, 
be  it  composed  of  who  it  might,  could  ever  , 
be  at  a  loss  to  raise  a  loan,  whilst  such 
characters  as  lord  Chatham  had  described 
were  in  existence.     After  Mr.  Pitt  retired, 
his  successors  were  iiivited  most  cordially 
to  partake  of  Civic  Hospi.tality.      Even 
Lord  Grey,  who  had  for  years  been  oppos- 
ing Mr.  Pitt's  system,  no  sooner  came  into 
fKJwer  than  he  was  invited  into  the  City. 
Of  this  disposition  to  servile  adulation  be 
might  adduce  instances  without  end,  which 
he  should  not  detain  the  CoOrt  by  recapi- 
'  tvdating — but  proceed  to  read  his  Amend* 
ment,  iwhich  was  as  follows : — "  That  this 
**  Court  and  the  Country  at  large  have 
<*  upon  all  occasions  evinced  their  loyalty 
«  and  attachment  to  his  Msy^sty's  Perspn 
^  and  Family,  and  duly  impressed  with  4 
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"  sense  of  the  eminent  virtues  which  have 
•*  so  long  endeared  him  to  his  people,  they 
"  will  at  all  times  be  ready  to  testily  their 
"  loyalty  and  attachntent. — That  the  Peo- 
"  ple,di8tinguishing'between  the  beneficent 
"  Views  and  intentions  of  the  Monarch, 
"  and  the  profligate  acts  of  incapable  and 
'*  unprincipled  advisers,  who  have  abused 
"  the  confidence  of  their  Sovereign,  have 
"  riot  suffered  iha  destructive  measures 
*'  which  have  produced  such  an  accumula- 
*'  tion  of  calamitous  events — the  frauds, 
*'  corruption,  and  peculation,  which  have 
"  80  long:  existed — nor  the  wanton  and 
"  wasteful  sacrifice  of  blood  and  treasure — 
''  in  any  manner  to  diminish  the  love  and 
"  affection  wliich  they  have  borne  his  Ma- 
"  jesty,  firmly  persuaded  that  these  events 
«*  must  have  been  equally  afflicting  to  his 
"  Majesty  and  the  People. — They  are 
"  therefore  of  opinion,  that  during  the  pre- 
"  sent  gloomy  aspect  of  public  affairs, 
s'  amidst  their  recent  afflicting  losses  and 
**  disappointments,  and  the  present  dis- 
"  tracted  state  of  his  Majesty's  Councils, 
*'  to  set  any  day  apart  as  a  day  of  public 
*'  rejoicing,  could  neither  be  gratifying  to 
"  his  Majesty,  or  an  appropriate  way  of 
"  testifying  their  loyally,  nor  would  it  ac- 
"  cord  with  the  character  of  a  free,  grave, 
"  and  considerate  people,  feeling  deeply 
"  for  the  honour  and  character  6f  the  coun- 
i€  try." — Mr.  Waithman  concluded  a  most 
able  speech  (of  which  we  have  been 
unable  to  give  more  than  a  hasty  and  im- 
perfect sketch,)  by  avowmg,  that  although 
he  should  at  all  times  be  most  ready  to 
testify  his  love  and  attachment  to  his  Sove- 
reign personally,  be  trusted  that  he  should 
never  hesitate  ill  discriminating  between 
the  acts  of  the  Kmg  himself  and  those  of 
his  advisers. 

The  Common  Serje.ant  then  read  the 
original  Motion  and  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  Mawman  lamented  that  the  Court 
was  not  unanimous  on  this  important  oc- 
casion ;  he  was,  however,  somewhat  re- 
lieved from  the  pressure  of  that  feeling, 
by  reflecting  that  the  worthy  member  who 
now  opposed  the  Resolution  before  the 
Court,  had  signed  the  Report  which  con- 
tained it.  He  himself  did  not,  however, 
agree  to  the  Report  altogether,  although 
he  did  to  this  Resolution,  which  was  that 
of  the  Court  going  to  St.  Paul's,  to  hear  di- 
yioe  service.  But,  as  to  another  part  of 
the  Report,  which  stated  that  a  Dinner 
was  neither  expedient  nor  necessary  on 
that  occasion,  it  was  a  proposition  from 
which  he  dissented,  and  he  had  another 


to   make   in  lieu  of  it.     As   to  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  Dinner,  he  admitted  that  to  be 
a  ^considerable   object,  and  thatexpencc 
should  be  avoided  as  inuch  as  possible  in 
the   present  state   of  the  finances  of  the 
City;    but  they  niust  retrench  in  some- 
thing else  to  make  up  for  expence  on  this 
occasion,  which,  he  believed,  would  onlj 
amount  to  about  1,000/.     He  should  pro- 
pose,  with  his  lordship's  leave,  that  the 
Corporation  should  dine  at  the  Egyptian 
Hall.     Nor  was  the  state  of  the  finances 
of  the  Corporation  so  low  as  not  to  ad- 
mit of  this  expenditure  without  much  in- 
convenience, for   its  annual  capital  was 
larger  than  it  had  been  formerly;  besides, 
a  Committee  might  be  appointed  to  con- 
duct the  business  of  the  Dinner,  and  do  it 
for    nothing,   which  would   considerably 
diminish  the  expence  ;  he  should  be  glaa 
to  affbrdf  any  assistance  he  could  render  in 
that  way  gratis.     It  was,  with  him,  a  first 
principle  that  the  Corporation  should  pass 
that  day  as  a  feast,  and  also  that  the  fea^ 
should  be  held  at  our  Mansion- House.    It 
bad  been  asked,  by  a  worthy  member  (Mr. 
Waithman),  what  there  was  to  rejoice  for? 
To  which  he  answered,  a  great  deal ;  for, 
during  the  present  reign,  much  had  been 
done  to  improve  the  condition  of  society  at 
larepe ;  the  public  roads  had  been  improved; 
we  nad  had  an  immensequantity  ofindosurci. 
hiii  us  look  at  the  face  of  the   country  in 
general,  and  see  whether  it  was  approach- 
ing that  ruin  which  the  worthy  member 
seemed  to  predict.     Look  at  the  state  of 
your    manufactures   and    your    produce, 
your  agriculture,  your  arts,  fine^nd  me- 
chanic;   lopk   at  your  army   and  navy, 
and  then  see  the  progress  which  society 
had  made  in  its  condition  within  these  ten 
years ;  the  peace  which  we  had  enjoyed ; 
and  then  he  was  inclined   to  think  we 
should  arrive  to  the  conclusion,  that,  ge- 
nerally speaking,  society  was  never  in  so 
flourishing  a  condition  as  at.  the  present 
moment. — It  might  be  said,  that  we  could 
not  attribute  all  these  matters  to  his  ma- 
jesty;   but  without  the  benignity  of  bis 
reign  thev  might  have  been  checked  and 
prevented ;  besides,  it  was  but  fair  to  take 
this  view  of  things,  as  others  had  taken 
such  a  view   of  the  ills  of  the  present 
reign.     He  therefore  saw  much  matter  of 
congratulation  to  his  majesty  on  accooDt 
of  his  reign.     He  considered  our  Consti- 
tution a  matter  of  great  congratulation^ 
it  was  a  happy  and  glorious  Constitution, 
the.  principles  of  which  his  majesty  bad 
uniformly  supported  for  fifty  years  to* 
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of  George  II.,  every  comfort  which 
the  country  could  afford,  and  living  in 
comparative  affluence  ;  ^nd  in  anotherj 
the  same  individual,  in  the  reign  of  George 
Uf.,  reduced  by  the  kicome  Tax  to 
18oi.  overwhelmed  with  taxes,  and  driven 
from  his  parlour  to  a  garret.  The  Worthy 
Member  having  enumerated  many  other 
points  of  this  nature,  he  said  he  saw  no 
cause  for  illumination,  but  saw  a  great 
deal  of  folly  in  proposing  it. 

Mr.  Box  expr^^^sed  a  desire  to  support 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  City.  . 

Mr.  WaithmaS  had  insuperable  objec-. 
tions  to  that  part  of  the  Report  which  went 
to  recotninend  an  Illumination  of  the  front 
ofGnildhall,  because,  as  the  worthy  Alder- 
man had  said,  it  would  become  a  matter 
of  cotnpiilsion ;  for  if  niric  or  ten  people 
were  to  light  up,  every  body  must  do  it 
for  safety,  or  it  might  cost  them  their  lives. 
He  considered  it  as  a  scheme  for  the  pur- 
pose of  marking  out,  and  exposing  to  oblo- 
quy, those  who  did  not  join  it,  by  holding 
them  out  as  persons  deficient  in  attachment 
to  their  Sovereign.    But  let  the  matter  be 
dfscQssed  as  it  might,  the  Day  of  the  Jubi- 
lee would,  in   reality,   be  a  day,  not  of 
joy,  but  of  grief  at  heart  for  the  people. 
Jw  but  CoiUraciori,  Jobbers,    Pensioners, 
Plncemen,  or  Place-hunters  tcould  fiel  any 
Jojf  at  heart  on  (hat  occasion.     It  would  be 
impossible  for  any  reflecting  man  to  look 
w  the  transactions  of  that  day,  without  a 
gloomy  recollectiori  of  the  enormous  load 
of  debt,  which  pressed  upon  us,  without 
feeling  that  that  debt  bad  been  irw^urred 
for  the  ittaintitent  of  objects,  none    of 
which  had  been  attained.      That  it  wa<^ 
pnjfessedly  incurred    for  the   security  of 
tim  Country,   and   of  the  Throne  itself; 
that  both  are,  at  this  moment,  less  secui-e 
than  they  were,  when  our  debt  was  only 
100  instead  of  800  millions. — That  it  is 
absolutely  impbssible  for  this  Country  to 
go  ort,  upon  tne  same  scale  of  expenditure 
for  the  next,  as  the  last  7  years.      That 
<^  of  4^  years  of  this  reign,  we  have  hnrf 
30  years  of  war ;  that  it  ws^  owing  to  ac- 
cktent  alone  we  had  been  enabled  to  go 
on  to  tetig  without  national  bankruptcy ; 
and  thit  y¥^  the  mventioh  of  machinery 
l>y  Sir  Richard  Ark#  right   for  spinning 
cotton',  by  itrhich   that  Article  might  be 
*^  to  Wtve  btecbnye  th«  staple  of  the 
c'Wihfrv,  JiWttad  of  Wool.     Having  tdken 
«Mtce  i^  th^ikmtake  intb  ^hich  Mr.  At- 
^^nnan  Curtis  fell,  as  an  historian,   the 
other  day,  ip  cpmnfiaring  the  present  reign 
liJbat  of  JBleoi^  111.  >  weak  ^d  wicked 


Prince,  whose  measures  were  against  the  ^ 
interest  of  his  people,  and  who  had  even 
violated  bis  Oath ;  when  the  Worthy  Al- 
derman must  have  meant,  if  he  meant  any 
thing,  to  have  alluded  to  Edward  HI.  who 
was;  indeed,  an  illuitrious  Prince,  he  con- 
cluded with  heartily  dissenting  from  this 
Resolution. 

Mr.  Harper  said,  that  such  was  the 
general  loyalty  of  the  people,  a  general  il- 
iuinination  would  take  place. 

The  question  was  put  for  illuminating 
the  front  of  Guildhall,  and  carried. 

The  i>€xt  iiiiportaut  article  to  be  consi- 
dered was  that  of  a  Dinner. 

Mr.  Mawmam  then  proposed  his  plan 
of  dining  the  Corporation  in  the  Egyptian 
Hall.  The  question  was,  how  that  was  to 
be  accomplished  ;  and  whether  at  the  €«. 
pence  of  the  Corjioration,  or  of  the  indivi- 
duals who  partook  of  it  ?  For  his  part,  he 
saw  no  medium  between  having  no  dimier, 
an  idea  not  to  be  endured,  and  that  of  hat- 
ing it  at  the  expence  of  the  Corporation, 
because,  if  it  was  to  be  at  the  expeme  of 
the  indiviiluals  who  partook  of  it,  it  would 
be  but  thinly  attended,  which  Would  be  an 
effect  much  to  be  regretted  on  such  an  oc- 
casion !  !  He  therefore  proposed  that  th* 
Corporation  should  dine  at  the  Egyptian 
Hall  in  the  Mansion  Hottse  on  that  occa- 
sion, and  that  guests  might  be  admitted, 
to  a  number  to  be  limited. — [The  latter 
part  was  exploded].    • 

Mr.  S.  Dixon  thought  it  had,  of  late^ 
•  been  too  much  the  fashion  to  indulge 
gloomy  apprehensions  upon  the  state  of 
public  afliairs.  He  saw  no  reason  for  it. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  a  day  of  Jubilee 
should  be  a  day  of  jV>y.  He  had  looked 
into  dictionaries  tUi»  morning,  and  there 
he  learned  that  a  day  of  Jubilee  was  '*  a 
"  day  of  solemn  feasting,  rejoicing,  and 
'*  praising  (Jod."  Nor  did  he  see  any  in- 
consistency in  devoting  the  morning  to 
prayer,  and  the  afternoon  to  a  goml  Din- 
ner, a  glass  of  "wine,  and  cheerfulness. 
He  thought  he  might  adoie  his  Maker  in 
cheerftilness  as  well  as  in  gravity. 

Mr.  Box  did  not  object  to  a  Dinner,  but 
did  object  to  its  being  atr  the  expfence  of 
the  Corporation ;  besides,  the  member^ 
would  better  shew  the  sirtceri'ty  of  their 
attachment  to  their  Sovereign,  by  patting 
theh-  hands  into  il>eir  own  pockets,  than 
into  those  of  others. 

Mf.  Jacks  had  no  objection  to  the'  ques* 
tidn  of  dining  in  the  abstract,  but  h« 
thought  the  expence  would  be  too  great 
for  the  Corporation.  ^  . 
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Mr.  Kembi.e  would  assent  to  dining,  if 
those  who  diiud  paid  for  it  out  of  their 
own  pockets,  but  should  object  to  it  alto- 
gether, if  at  the  expence  of  the  Corpora- 
tion. 

Sir  J.  Eamer  did  not  know  of,  and  was 
unwilling  to  create,  a  precedent  for  the 
Court  dining  at  any  other  than  the  expence 
of  the  Corpt»rarion. 

Mr.  VANDEacoMB  saw  many  inconveni- 
encics  which  might  result  from  the  Mem- 
bers or'  that  Court  dining  together  in  a 
body.  lie  did  not  anticipate  any  riot  or 
disorder  on  that  ocqasion,  but  should  there 
be  any,  the  Members  of  the  Court  would 
be  less  etlicient  for  the  purpose  of  quelling 
them,  by  being  ail  at  the  Mansion  House 
together,  than  by  being  in  their  respec^ 
tive  Wards  ;  andi  upon  suph  occasions, 
the  heads  of  families  were  never  better  si- 
tuated, than  when  among  them,  and  giv- 
ing directions  to  their  servants ;  he  was 
therefore  against  the  idea  of  a  public  Din- 
ner, which  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be 
consistent  with  the  solemnity  of  returning 
thanks  to  Almighty  God. 

Mr.  Kemble  said,  that  although  in  for- 
mer days  there  was  a  good  deal  of  intoxi- 
cation at  some  City  Dinners,  there  was  now 
a  great  reformation  in  that  particular,  for, 
of  late,  they  were  so  well  conducted,  that 
Members  might  bring  their  wives  and 
daughters  with  them,  without  hurting 
their  delicacy  ;  of  late  he  had  not  heard, 
at  a  City  Feast,  any  conversation  which  he 
should  be  sorry  to  hear  at  his  own  table. 
Formerly,  indeed,  some  persons  used  to 
become  so  intoxicated  as  to  tumble  under 
the  table,  but  that  was  a  practice  which 
had  been  long  discontinued. 

Mr.  Dixon  bore  similar  testimony  to 
modern  temperance  at  City  Feasts. 

Mr.  Stokes  had  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  if  this  dinner  was  to  be  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  ihe  Corporation,  it  would  be  an 
absohut  robbay^  **  I  say,  an  absolute  rob- 
bery/' said  he,  "  for  you  are  already  so 
poor,  as  a  Corporation,  that  you  cannot 
pay  your  own  servants.''  He  referred  to 
a  fact  (the  particulars  of  which  the  up- 
roar which  it  produced  prevented  us  from 
hearing),  as  an  illustration  of  his  assertion. 
Mr.  Alderman  Wooo  said,  that  in  the 
Committee  there  appeared  to  be  a  general 
disposition  for  dining:  but  when  it  was 
said,  that  it  should  be  at  the  expence  of 
individuals  who  partook  of  it.  tliere  was  a 
visible  contraction  in  the  lineaments  of 


the  countenances  of  many  of  the  Mem- 
bers.  If  there  was  to  be  a  Dinner,  he 
would  recorpmend  to  the  perusal  of  the 
Court,  the  Resolutions  of  the  Corporation 
of  the  City  of  Dublin,  which  was — *'  That 
*'  thfe  expence  was  to  be  defrayed  by  those 
"  who  dined — Aldermen  5,  Commoners  3, 
'•  and  the  Guild  2  guineas.** 

The  question  was  now  loudly  called  for; 
and  a  division  being  d^^manded,  strangers 
were  directed  to  withdraw.  Of  the  pro-, 
ceediuflfs  which  followed,  we  can  only 
speak  from  information  ;  but  we  learn 
that  a  scene  of  tumult  and  confusion  suc- 
ceeded, of  a  description  wholly  unj>rcce- 
dented  in  the  annals  of  Civic  Debate. 
The  Court  at  length  divided  on  the  grand 
question  of  a  Dinner,  or  no  Dinner,  which 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  25  in  the 
affirmative.  A  division  then  took  place 
on  the  question,  whether  the  expence  of 
the  Dinner  should  be  defrayed  by  the 
Corporation,  or  the  Members  individually; 
when  there  appeared. 

For  the  payment  of  the  expence  by  In- 
dividuals, Aldermen -4 

Commoners  ------  38 — +2 

For  dining  at  the  expence  of  the 
Corporation,  Aldermen  --..-.-  l 

Commonent-  -  -  -  -  46 — *7 

Majority  against  paying  the  money  out 
of  their  own  pockets,  --------5. 

A  division  afterwards  took  place  on  the 
question.  Whether  the  origuial  Ward  Com- 
mittee, which  had  made  the  Report,  or  a 
new  Committee  of  the  Guttling  Juata, 
should  arrange  and  regulate  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Corporation  in  the  proposed 
celebration  of  the  Jubilee  ;  the  question 
was  carried  in  favour  of  a  new  Committee, 
by  a  majority  of  15.  The  naming  of  this 
Committee  became  a  ;matter  of  extreme 
difficulty,  and  engaged  the  whole  Court 
in  a  scene  of  absolute  riot  and  confusion, 
which  lasted  till  seven'  o'clock.  The 
'*  Guttling,  Jtmta,"  strenuously  insisted  on 
having  a  Committee  of  Members  most  ce- 
lebrated for  eating  and  drinking.  The 
Lord  Mayor  in  vain  exerted  himself  to 
restore  order.  The  whole  Court  was  in  a 
state  of  uproar.  Mr.  S.  Dixon,  and  Mr. 
Mawman,  made  about  a  score  of  ha- 
rangues each.  At  length  the  Lord -Mayor, 
finding  it  impossible  to  restore^  order,  di** 
solved  the  Court,  so  that  there  must,  after 
all,  be  another  Court  of  Common-Council 
held  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  this 
new  Committee  1 
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.  Since  the  pubKcation  of  my  last  Number, 
there  has  appear^  in  one  of  the  hireling 
prints,  the  Morning  Post,  of  the  Srd  instan^ 
a  statement  of  the  original  cause  of  the 
Duel,  upon  Putney  Heath,  between  Lord 
Castlereagh and  Mr.  Cannihg.  This  state- 
ment is  curious;  for,  though  one  cannot 
pkce  implicit  reliance  upon  it,  one  may 
-wily  see,  that  it  contains  some  truth.  In 
time,  the  whole  will  come  out.  It  is  the 
interest  of  the  people  to  get  a  knowledge 
of  all  the  facti)  connected  with  this  matter ; 
because,  hence  they  will  be  able,  upon 
tome  future  occasion,  to  turn  such  know- 
ledge to  good    account. 1    beg    the 

reader  to  pay  attention  to  this  exposure ; 
^H  to  stop,  now*and>then,  during  the 
pernsal,  and  reflect,  for  a  moment,  that 
these  men  were  the  king's  two  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  and,  occasionally,  sat 

with  hie  Majesty  in  council. "  In  addi- 

"  tion  to  the  particulars  which  we  statedJ:^'  thus  in  his  pocket  Lord  Castlereagh's 


**  yesterday,  in  respect  to  the  circum^ 
''stances  which  led  to  the  late  extraordi- 
"  nary  duel,  we  have  to  slate,  that  towards 
"the  close  of  the  session,  when  Lord 
"  Grenville  Leveson  Gower's  writ  was  to 
"  be  mov«d  for,  on  account  of  his  coming 
"into  office  and  the  Cabinet,  that  Mr. 
"  Canning  called  upon  the  Duke  of  Port- 
"  land,  not  upon  the  Cabinet,  as  a  condi- 
"  tion  of  his  remaining  in  the  government, 
'"  to  give  him  a  decision  upon  the  propo- 
"  sition  (to  which  as  early  as  March  last 
"  he  had  induced  the  Duke  of  Portland  to 
**  consent)  for  remcfoing  Lord  Castlereagh, 
"  ond  affpouUmg  the  Marquis  WellesUy  his 
'*  accessor ;  and  the  Duke  of  Portland  hav- 
^  ing  given  Mr.  Canning  a  specific  and 
"positiDe  .promise  to  this  ^cct,  Mr.  Can- 
"  ning  pressed  that  it  should  be  imme- 
*'  diately  acted  upon,  and  Lord  Castlereagh 
"acquamted  with  iu  Lord  Castlereagh, 
"  however,  was  not  acquainted  with  it,  and 
**  Mr*  Cmming  acquiesced  in  its  being  con- 
«  cdakd  from  him.  Undoubtedly,  Lord 
"  Camden  was  acquainted  with  the  trans- 


[492 

"  actions ;  but  it  is  not  true  that  his  lord^ 
"  ship  ever  undertook  to  make  the  disclo- 
"  sure  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  nor  did  he  ever 
''  make  it.  It  is  also  true,  that  Mr.  Cau- 
"  ning  was  thoroughly  apprized  that  it 
"  was  not  made  known  to  Lord  Castle- 
'*  reagh.  And  it  is  farther  true,  that  Lord 
''  Castlereagh,  being  kept  in  profound  ig- 
"  norance  of  the  decision  for  his  removal 
"  from  office,  xtms  permitted,  though,  in  fact, 
"  tnrtualfy  no  longer  a  Minister,  and  in  this 
*  state  qf  delusion,  to  continue  to  conduct  the 
"  entire  arrangement  qf  the  campaign,  and  to 
"  engage  in  a  new  expedition  qf  the  most  ex* 
"  tensive,  complicated,  and  important  nature, 
"  under  the  full  persuasion,  not  that  Mr,  Can- 
"  ning  had  supplanted  him  in  qfice,  and  poS" 
*'  sessed  in  his  pocket  a  promise  for  his  dismis* 
"  sal,  but  tluU  he  reallj/  tnjoyed  (as  during  the 
"  period  he,  in  outward  sltew,  and  daily  con* 
"  currence,  experienced)  Mr.  Canning's  sin- 
"  cere,  liberal,  and  bona  fide  support,  as  aco- 
**  operating  and  improving  colleague.  It  is 
"  further  known,  that  Mr.  Canning,  having 


"  dismissal,  and  having  arranged  with  the 
'  Duke  of  Portland  that  it  should  be  car- 
"  ried  into  execution  at  the  termination  of 
the  expedition,  he  did,  on  the  3rd  Sep- 
"  tember,  the  day  that  the  account  arrived 
"  from  Ldrd  Chatham  that  he  could  not 
"  proceed  to  Antwerp,  write  tq  the  Duke 
"  of  Portland,  demanding  the  execution  of 
"  the  promise  made  to  him.     What  were 
"  all  the  difficulties  which  were  started 
"  fi'om  time  to  time  against  the  immediate 
"  execution  of  this  promise  it  would  beex- 
"  tremely  difficult   to   detail ;    but  there 
"  cannot,  be  a  doubt  but  the  question  of 
"  the  Writership,  which  it  has  been  at- 
"  tempted  to  connect  with  thia  transaction, 
"  could  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  as  Mr. 
"  Canning  ne*ver  contended  for  Lord  Cas- 
*'  tiereagli's  removal  from  the  government, 
"  but  from  tlic  particular  office  he  held, 
"  and  into  which  he  wished  to  introduce 
"  Lord  Wellesiey.     It  appears  that  the  de- 
"  roand  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  promise 
"  led  to  the  resignation  of  the  Duke  of 
"  Portland,  and  subsequently  of  Mr.  Can- 
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"  ning.  And  it  further  appears,  that,  as 
f*  soon  as  the  whole  of  this  rnrparalleled 
*'  conduct  was,  at  this  late  period,  diaclos- 
"  ed  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  he  immediately 
"  placed  his  resignation  in  his  Majesty's 
"  hands. — On  the  truth  of  the  above  facis 
"  the  public  may  rely;  and  they  can  no 
*'  longer  be  at  a  loss  for  the  real  causes  and 
"  grounds  of  the  demand  made  by  Lord 
"  Castlereagh  for   satisfaction   from   Mr. 

"  Canning.'' Now,    reader,    you   will 

please  to  observe,  that  this  is  the  account, 
which  the  hirelings  themselves  give  of  the 
matter ;  and  the  interesting  fact,  if  it  be 
true,  is,  that,  after  the  Prime  Minister  had 
agreed  to  put  Lord  Castlereagh  out  of  his 
office,  that  same  man,  so  marked  down  for 
being  turned  out,  was  permitted  to  plan, 
and  to  put  in  execution,  the  Walcheren 
Expedition,  which,  in  point  of  magni- 
tude of  force  and  of  risk,  surpassed  all 
the  other  undertakings  of  the  adminis- 
tration ;  this  expedition,  employing  a  hun- 
dred thousand  soldiers  and  sailors,  and 
costing  the  nation  so  many  millions  of 
money,  was  left  to  the  sole  discretion  of  a 
man  against  whom  one  of  his  colleagues 
had  obtained  a  promise  of  ouster.  Yet, 
to  the  public,  these  xnen  appeared  to  be 
not  only  upon  a  friendly,  but  upon  a  very 
cordial  footing;  they  not  only  exchanged 
the  term  "  friend,"  as  often  as  they  had  to 
speak  of  one  another  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, but,  to  all  appearance,  were  very 

Warmly  attached  to  each  other. If  the 

«tory  liere  told  by  the  hireling  be  true, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  as  to  which  party 
the  greatest  share  of  dishonour  belongs. 
Lord  Castlereagh  might  be  sincere  in  his 
professions  of  friendship  for  the  other,  and 
m^fu  suppose,  that  he  was  acting  with  a 
*'  co-operating  and  approving  colleague." 
I  say,  this  might  be  the  case,  though  I  am 
far  from  believing  that  it  was ;  but,  if  the 
hireling's  story  be  true,  the  other  could  not 
be  sincere  in  his  professions  of  friendship, 
and  did  certainly  act  a  part  such  as  it 
would  be  very  difficult  to  censure  in  terms 

sufficiently  strong Only  think  of  act- 

•Jng  with  a  man,  of  holding  council  with, 
of  carrying  a  fair  face,  and  using  a  smooth 
and  flattering  tongue  towards,  a  man,  for 
six  months,  during  the  whole  of  which 
time  the  party  so  acting,  carried  in  his 
pocket  a  promise  of  that  man's  dismission 
from  office,  and  which  promise  had  been 
procured  by  the  sai^  party  !  I  do  not  be- 
lieve, that  any  thing  like  this  ii  to  be 
found .  in  the  history  of  any  set  of  nien 
above  the  rank  of  tide-waiters. Need 


we  wonder  at  the  failure  of  expeditions? 
Need  we  wonder  at  aoy  failure  whatever  ? 
Need  we  wonder,  that  our  enemy  has  be- 
come the  master  of  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope ?  Why,  what  h  it  that  makes  one  na- 
tion rise-and  another  nation  fall  ?  Simply 
this,  that  the  former  is  under  the  guidance 
o^wisdorrif  and  the  latter  under  th^  guid- 
ance o^foiiy;  and,  after  all  the  puns  and 
antitheses  of  the  Cannings  and  the  Freres; 
after  all  their  jests,  cradced  upon  Buona- 
parte and  his  family,  and  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  France ;  after  all  this,  we  have  only 
to  cast  our  eyes  over  the  two  nations ;  we 
^ave  only  to  take  a  glance  at  their  rela- 
tive situation,  to  be  able  to  judge  as  to 
which  is  under  the  guidance  of  wisdon, 
and  which  under  the  guidance  of  folly. 
This  nation  has  always  borne  the  cha- 
racter of  being  thomghtfid  and  hnxe,  aal 
especially  in  all  matters,  and  upon  all  oc- 
casions, when  'i\M  rights  nnd  liberties  were  at 
stake ;  and,  would  any  man,  only  thirty 
years  ago,  have  believed  it  pojteible,  that 
this  nation,  at  a  time  like  this,  would  bare 
looked  on  in  silence,  while  its  affairs  weie 
in  the  hands  of  men,  who,  after  many 
months  of  ill-will,  sally  out  upon  a  heath 

and  pistol  each  other? ^At  the  v«ry 

time  when  this  is  ^oing  on  in  our  cabiaet, 
amongst  our  guardians  of  the  state.  Napo- 
leon i.s  concerting,  in  human  probability, 
what  he  looks  upon  as  the  sure  means  of 
subduing  us  to  his  power;  of  making 
our  country  a  department^  or,  perhaps, 
vice-royalty,  of  his  vast  empire.— — Such, 
however,  has  been  the  uniform  practice 
of  nations.  When  pressed  hard  from  with- 
out ;  when  exposed  to  all  sorts  of  su£feriDg 
at  home ;  instead  of  resorting  to  the  means 
of  removing  the  dang<^,  they  have,  hi  al- 
most every  instance,  increased  it  by  their 
own  conduct,  and,  particularly  by  quar- 
rels amongst  those,  whose  duty  bade  them 
make  any  sacrifice  for  the  purpose  of  set* 
ting  an  example  of  unanimity.-— ^Tlie 
people  will  bear  in.  mind,  that  they  hare 
been  called  upon  daily,  for  the  last  fifteea 
or  sixteen  years  ;  that  they  have,  in  fact, 
been  worried  half  to  death  with  exhorta- 
tions, not  to  mention  the  threats  that  have 
been  uttered ;  and,  for  what  ?  Why,  to 
be  wianimotts;  and,  now,  at  last,  thty  have 
a  very  pretty  example  of  that  unanimityi 
which,  as  they  have  been  told>  is  neces- 
sary to  our  existence-  as  a  nation. — -Na- 
poleon, though  Messieurs  Canning,  KHi^ 
and  Frere,  laughed  aXhiBbadspel^:  Nt- 
poleoB,  though  never  "  Captain  of  Eton/ 
and  unable,  perhaps>  to  make  a  pun/ or 
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tn  aniidiesis ;  Napoleon  knows  very  well 
what  this  dael  indicates.  He  will  pay 
much  more  attention  to  it  than  be  will 
to  the  next  Speech  from  tlie  throne ;  it 
speaks  in  a  langu^e  not  to  be  misunder- 
stood; and,  what  makes  it  peculiarly 
Taioable  to  him,  he  is  sure  that  it  speaks 

the  truth. 1    before    observed    upon 

the  crime,  which,  in  the  eye  of  ^he  laws 
of  England,  these  men  committed, 
upon  the  snpposition,  that  they  did 
actually  fight  the  duel  which  they  are 
itatcd  to  have  fought  upon  Putney  Heath ; 
and,  I  am  much  obliged  to  a  writer  in  the 
Morning  Chronicle  of  Friday  last,  for 
having  placed  this  part  of  the  sutyect  in 
a  ?ecy  clear  and  forcible  light  I  shall 
here  insert   bis  observations,  beseeching 

the  readers'  attention  to  them  : "  By 

"  Siai.  43  G.  HI.  c.  58.  s.  1.  the  wilfully, 
''  maliciously,  and  unlawfully  shooting  at, 
*'  &c.  any  of  bis  majesty's  subjects,  with 
"  an  intent,  in  so  doing,  to  murder,  maim, 
"  disfigure,  or  disable,  or  to  do  some  other 
"  grievous  bodily  hurt  to  such  sul^ect,  is 
'^  declared  to  be  a  felony  without  benefit 
"  of  clergy,  and  the  ofiender  is  adjudged 

"to  be  punished  by  death. There  is 

"  a  proviso  in  the  statute,  that  if  such  act 
"  of  shooting,  &c.  be  committed  under 
**  such  circumstances  as  that,  if  (leath  en- 
"sued,  it  would  not  in  law  have  amowited 
**  to  the  crime  of  murder,  any  person 
*'  committhig  such  act,  and  indicted  nnder 
"  the  statute,  shall  be  acquitted.  From 
^  this  proviso  it  seems  that,  in  every  case 
''  in  which  the  acts  mentioned  in  the  sta- 
'^  tute  would  amount  in  law  to  murder,  if 
*'  (Jeath  ensue,  they  amount  to  FELONY 
*'  within  the  statute,  if  death  do  not  enme  ; 
**  and  therefore,  a3  the  killing  a  man  in  a 
'*  duel  is  Ijeld  in  law  to  be  murder  (of 
**  which  we  had  last'  year  a  melancholy 
'*  example),  the  shooting  at  a  man  in  a 
'■  duel,  when  death  does  not  ensue,  must 
''  be  a  felony  within  the  above  statute  : 
"and,  by  consequence,  hord  Castlereagh 
'*  ^nd  Mr.  Canning  arc  felons  xoithin  the 
*"  m;fming  qftke  act,  if  they  fought  the  duei 
"  at  Putney  itgs  said  th^  did.  Yet  although 
"  their  oiience  was  published  in  all  the 
"  public  newspapers,  with  the  names  of 
"  the  witnesses,  and  every  necessary  parti- 
**  cvkur  to  prove  the  offence  against  them, 
'*  they  still  rsmain  at  largp,  and  no  warrant 
"  has  been  iaaued  for  their  apprehension 
*'eiUier  by  the  mftgistrates  of  Surrey  or 
"  others  having  the  power  to  do  so.  I 
' "  should  not  have  noticed  this  subject,  as 
^.  I  neither  admire  the  above  atatiUe,  nor 


"  am  disposed  in  the  present  state  of  things 
**  to  punish  duellists  by  deaths  but  for  tho 
"  very  recent  case  of  Mr.  Eliston,  under 
'*  the  very  same  statute :  This  person  was 
'^  apprehended  and  subsequently  com- 
'^  mitted  to  take  his  trial  under  this  statute, 
"  although  the  only  witness  present  and 
"  person  injured,  acquits  him  of  any  intei^- 
•*  tion  of  doing  her  any  bodily  hurt.  In 
"  this  I  do  not  blame  the  magistrate — he 
''  did  his  duty  in  apprehending  Mr.  £lis- 
'*  ton,  and  also  in  subsequently  com- 
*'  mitting  him  for  trial,  as  he  was  not  satis- 
"  fied  of  Ills  innocence ,  but  I  say  that  the 
**  saihe  sense  qf  duty  whi^k  led  tlmt  magistrqte 
"  to  apprehend  Mr,  Eliston,  obliges  him  to 
**  apprehend  the  otlier  two  offenders.  The 
*'  case  of  Mr.  Eliston  is  but  a  case  of 
"  su^cion,  whilst  that  of  lord  Castlereagh 
**  and  Mr.  Canning,  if  true,  is  one  of  cer* 
"  taiuty  qf  offence;  and  therefore,  in  n^y 
*'  mind,  it  ^vill  be  flagrant  injustice  if  the 
'*  former  is  fi^rther  proceeded  against  while 
<'  the  latter  are  permitted  to  escape  with 
"  impunity. — ^The  administration  of  jus- 
''  tice  should,  perhaps,  be  strict,  unques- 
"  tionably  it  should  be  equal ;  bu^  where 
''  there  are  several  offenders  against  the 
''  same  laW)  to  pnnish  one  and  to  t^ke  no 
'^  notice  of  the  others  is  not  equal.  In- 
*'  equality  in  the  administration  of  justice 
''  is  not  only  censurable  in  a  moral  point 
*'  of  view,  but  it  is  dangerous  to  society  ; 
"  for  kono  can  it  be  expected  or  required  that 
'*  any  individual  should  suffer  petientfy  if 
"  others  are  permitted  to  commit  the  same 
"  offence  far  which  he  staffers  with  impunity  ; 
**  and  the  inequality  is  more  diensive 
*'  where  there  is  a  disparity  in  the  rank  of 
'^  the  parties,  for  the  appearand  in  such 
'^  case  is,  that  the  superior  rank  is  tjie 
'*  shelter  from  |5unishment. — In  making 
"  the  above  observations  I  am  only  ac- 
*^  tuated  with  a  desire  to  see  the  jpstice  of 
'^  the  country  impartially  administered.  I 
"  have  no  knowledge  of  Mr.  E.  neither 
"  have  I  a  wish  to  see  Lord  C.  and  Mr. 
*'  C.  punished  under  the  statute  they  have 
**  apparently  offended  against ;  neither 
"  snould  I  have  wished  to  have  seen  the 
*'  survivor  punished  for  murder,  if  either 
<'  had  been  killed  ;  although,  at  the  same 
"  time,  I  cannot  but  observe,  that  in  such 
*'  case  the  survivor  could  Jiot  have  com" 
«  plained  qfthe  severity,  as  it  was  during  his 
"  administration  that  all  mercy  was  refused  in 
*'  the  unfortunate  case  qf  Major  CampbeU'* 

This  gentleman,  as  well   as  myself, 

was,  it  now  fieeni3,  both  writing  upon  this 
same  pointy  just  about  the  same  momsut. 
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Hie  caseof  Mnjor  Campbell  struck  me  so 
forcibly  at  the  time,  tliat  I  could  not  help 
citinff  It.  Nothing  is  clearer  than  thar,  if 
Lord  Castlfireagh  and  his  brother  Right 
Honourable  Privy  Counsellor  did,  as  U 
has  been  so  oftenand  so  publicly  stated, 
actually  shoot  at  one  another  in  a  duel, 
they  are  both  guilty  of  FELONY  ;  that 
they  are  both  FELONS  ;  and  yet,  so 
Toid  of  all  decency  are  the  hirelings  of 
the  press,  that  they  do  not  scruple  to  hold 
out,  that  it  would  be  proper  for  these  men, 
thes^  felons  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  again 
to  become  ministers ;  again  to  associate 
with  the  king  in  person  at  his  council- 
board  !  Nothing  can  more  strongly  cha- 
racterize the  state  in  which  we  are  than 
the  publishing  of  a  thought  of  this  sort. 
What  opinion  must  t^iese  hireling  have  of 
ttie  public  mind  ;  what  must  they  think 
•f  the  people,  amidst  whom  they  promul- 
gate a  proposition   like   this  ? Yes,  as 

this  writer  observes,  what  is  to  be  said  of 
our  justice;  of  our  administration  of  jus- 
•  tice,  if  this  duel  pass  unnoticed  thereby  ? 
■  The  case  of  Mr.  Eliston  is  very  striking  ; 
that  of  Major  Campbell  more  so ;  but^ 
neither  of  them  more  in  point  than  was, 
last  Spring,  that  of  the  poor  Tinman  qf  Ply- 

mouth, There  does  not  want  the  acting 

upon  the  suggestion  of  the  hirelings  and 
the  taking  into  the  ministry,  one  or  the 
other,  or  both,  of  these  pistolers.  There 
does  not  want  any  thing  of  this  kind.  The 
whole  thinff  was  complete  long  enough 
ago.  But,  It  would  be  something  new*  It 
would  be  a  little  additional  garnish,  though 
it  would  make  no  alteration  in  the  (fi^h 
itself. 

The  Change  of  Ministry,  as  it  is 
called,  does  not  appear  to  be  decided  upon. 
It  seems,  that  those,  wbo  choose  to  remain 
in,  wish  to  coalesce  with  some  of  the  outs. 
The  scheme  is  not  a  bad  one,  but  the  outs, 
as  it  would  seem,  will  not  coalesce.  1 
said,  they  would  not.  They  think,  that, 
if  they  hold  out  but  a  little  jon^er,  those 
who  are  now  in  place  will  find  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  give  way,  notwith- 
standing any  patching  that  may,  in  the 

meanwhile,  take  place. Why,  let  me 

•ee ;  I  think  it  would  be  best  for  the  country, 
for  them  to  make  a  Grand  Coalition  ;  a 
famous  coalition.  How  delightful  it  would 
be  to  see  Popery  and  No-Popety  close  in 

tach  others  embraces  ! ^The  Morning 

Chronicle  is  quite  melting  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  his  «'  two  diMmguUhed  statesmen.*' 
Won't  coalesce,  won't  they  ?  What,  then, 
Lord  Grey  ilid  not  coalesce  4viih  JLord 


Grenville,  did  he  not  ?  And  both  did  not 
coalesce  with  the  Addingtons  ?  How  thv 
they  are  become ;  how  coy,  all  of  a  sud- 
den. The  Foxites,  I  warrant  you,  did  not 
coalesce  with  Pitt,  whom  they  had,  for 
twenty  years,  been  representmg  as  the 
worst  enemy  of  England  ?  No,  they  did 
not  coalesce  with  him  ;  and  why  ?  iicause 
he  wndd  noi  coalesce  with  them.  But,  they 
coalesced  with  his  memory,  and  ?oted  the 
payment  of  his  debts  upon  the  ground  of 
his  "public  services**  expressly  acknow- 
ledged by  them. — They  do  well,  for  them- 
selves, however,  not  to  coalesce  now:  for, 
so  sure  as  they  do,  so  sure  they  arc  tumbled 
out,  neck  and  heels,  in  the  space  of  a 
month  or  two,  and  the  few  friends  they 
have  left  will  shun  them,  as  they  wooW 
shun  the  Walchercn  fever,  or  any  thing 

the  most  pestiferous  and  loathsome. 

There  is  one  expression  in  the  Morning 
Chronicle,  which,  if  it  be  not  considered 
as  a  slip  of  the  pen,  is  well  calculated  to 
attract  attention.  After  giving  the  names 
of  the  new-moulded  ministry,  it  says: 
"  This  is  the  new  plan.  It  certainly  is 
"  not  an  extended  and  combined  admiais- 
"  tration  ;  but  they  (the  ministers)  hope, 
"  that,  in  the  PRESENT  STATE  OFTHE 
"  REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  COUN- 
*'  TRY,  even  this  may  go  down ;  and  they 
**  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that,  by  striking 
^*  out  the  intellect  that  w^  amongst  them, 
"  they  may  proceed  without  contrariety 
'*  of  sentiment." — —Now,  what  are  we  ta 
make  of  this  ?  Its  meaning  cannot  be  mis- 
understood. Well,  thfen.  Sir,  are  yoa,aiid 
arc  your  party,  Jbr  any  chtmge,  or  refom, 
in  the  representation  qf  the  country  t  This  if 
a  question- of  vital  importance  ;  because, 
if  you  are  for  such  change,  you  are  the 
men  we  want.  Only  tell  us,  that,  if  pt 
into  power,  you  will  bring,  forward  the 
measure  Qf  a  change  in  the  representation 
of  the  country,  and  we  arc  all  for  you,  to  a 
man.  "  Go  dawn  f*  aye,  to  be  sore  it 
will,  and  why  should  it  not  ?  Did  not  Mr. 
Canning's  motion  for  the  acquittal  of  hi< 
"  noble  friend**  Lord  Casilereagh,  iP 
down  ;  and,  did  it  not  go  down  very  well 
too  ?  And,  when  Mr.  Madocks  brought 
forward  his  motion  about  the  seat-selling 
to  Mr.  duintin  Dick,  and  the  bargfain 
about  Mr.  Dick's  voting,  did  not  a  motion, 
made  to  set  Mr.  Madocks's  motion  aside, 
and  to  prevent  all  inouiry,  go  down  ai 
smoothly  as  oil  >  And  did  not  your  party 
most  cordially  join  in  the  said  stifling  mo- 
tion, and  also  in  the  ever-famous  cry  of 
'*makeu^stand*'f    Oh,  yes;  all  this i«»»< 
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dbuMj  not  with  the  nudity  only,  but,  witb 
your  party;  with  that  very  party,  in 
whose  behalf  you  are  now  complaining  of 
the  ''state  of  the  represauatim  of  the 
"coontry/'  which  state  of  the  represent- 
ation, by  the  bye,  your  great  partisans, 
the  Edinburgh  Reviewers,  declare  to  be 
ci^ntial  to  regular  liberty.  Aye,  aye  ; 
you  are  now  out  of  humour  with  the  "  pre- 
"  sent  state  of  the  representation  of  the. 
"country/'  though  you  called  as  Jaco- 
bins andf  LeveUers  tor  wishing  that  state 
altered.  You  dislike  the  state  of  the  re- 
presentation, because,  just  at  this  time,  it 
operates  to  the  keeping  of  you  and  your 
finends  out  of  place  ;  but,  when  you  were 
in  place,  you  shunned,  as  you  would  have 
shunned  a  pestilence,  all  those  who  en- 
deavoured   to   make  you   recollect  your 

pledges  about  Parliamentary  Reform. 

Surely,  you  cannot  mean  to  complain  of  the 
present  parliament  merely  as  contrasted 
miluyoursf  Is  this  it?  Is  the  change, 
which  you  would  make  in  the  state  of  the 
representation,  merely  such  a  change  as 
you  wrought  in  1 806 ;  that  is  to  say,  by  the 
dissolution,  which  gave  you  a  majority  in 
the  House  of  Commons  ?  If  this  be  the 
only  change  which  your  party  has  in  con- 
templation, why,  really,  all  those,  who  do 
not  wish  for  a  treat  in  muddy  beer,  would 
rather  that  things  should  remain  as  they 
wre.— — In  the  same  article,  speaking  of 
the  rivalship  for  place  between  Mr.  Perce- 
val and  Mr.  Canning,  the  writer  states, 
that  "  it  ought  to  be  known  that  the  real 
"  contest  was  between  him  and  Mr.  Per- 
"ceval.  On  the  Duke:  of  Portland's  re- 
''  signation  he  stated  to  his  colleagues  that 
**  it  was  impossible  to  carry  on  the  bust- 
"new  <if  the  House  qf  Commons  with  a 
**  divided  and  unsettled  Ua(Lr.  Either 
"Mr.  Perceval  or  himself  must  have  the 
"  sole  and  decided  lead  qf  the  Government 
*  business.  Now,  of  the  two,  he  thought 
"  that  he  had  the  better  claim  to  the  dis- 
''  tinction  from  the  superior  attention  which 
"  he  had  received  for  the  last  two  years, 

"  and  from  bis  it^htcnce  in  the  House.'* 

Such  is  the  language  of  this  man,  who,  in 
aaother  part  of  the  very  rfame  article,  com- 
plains of*'  the  present  state  of  the  repre- 
"  sentation  of  the  country."  He  talks  (as 
of  a  thing  qf  course)  of  a  minister's  carry- 
ing on  **  the  business  of  the  House  of 
"  Commons  ;'*  he  talks  of  a  leader  in 
carrying  on  that  business,  as  he  would  of 
the  foreman  of  a  shop ;  and,  in  short,  re- 
presents the  House  of  Common*  as  a  mere 
tool,  as  a  mere  manageable  thing,  in  the 


hands  of  a  minister.  Why,  if  this  be  the  ■ 
case,  and  if  it  be  so  to  remain,  what  need 
we  care  a  straw  who  is  in  power,  and  who 
out -of  power?  What  need  we  care  which 
faction  rules  us,  if  we  are  to  be  thus 
treated?  And,  what  need  we  care  who 
are  in  the  House  of  Commons  ?  This  i« 
pretty  language,  and  coming  from  those, 
too,  who  are  complaining  of  "  the  present 
"  state  of  the  representation,''  by  which 
they  clearly  mean,  a  House  of  Commons 
in  which  they  have  not  a  decided,  settled 

majority. "  The  business  of  the  Houst 

*'  of  Commons,"  indeed  !  So  this  man, 
who  wants  us  to  clamour  for  a  change  of 
ministry,  coolly  tells  us,  that  Mr.  Canning 
and  Mr.  Perceval  quarrelled  for  the  post 
of  **  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  House 
"of  Commons." — ^No,  no:  we  shall 
not  be  hallooed  on  to  call  for  any  such 
change  as  this  gentleman  has  in  con- 
templation ;  we  shall  not  be  induced  iq 
follow  his  advice,  "  to  hold  meetings,  lium- 
"  bly  to  represent  to  his  Majesty"  our. 
apprehensions  as  to  the  dangers,  "  with 
"  which  the  present  state  of  thmgs  is  preg- 
"  nant."  No,  no :  we  shall  not  hold, 
meetings  to  obtain  a  choice  of  a  man  to; 
"  carry  on  the  business  of  the  House  of  Com- 
"  mons ;"  and,  as  to  the  "  dreac[ful  arrears  of 
'*  the  Property  Tax,"  of  which  the  Chro- 
nicle tells  us  the  present  ministers  are  about 
to  enforce  the  collection,  we  cannot  help, 
remembering,  that  the  tax  itself  was  al- 
most doubled  by  those  very*  men,  whom 
wc  are  requested  to  pray  the  king  to  recal 

to  his  councils. No :  we  will  not  budgt 

an  inch  for  any  such  purpose.  We  feel 
no  interest  in  any  such  change  as  that 
which  has  been  talked  of.  It  is  not  tlie 
difference  of  a  straw's  value  to  the  people 
of  England  which  (action  has  the  predo- 
minance. "  Meetir^s,"  indeed  \  Did  the 
Whigs  favour  the  last  meetings  that  were 
held'thjfough  the  country  ?  And,  amongst 
all  the  enemies  of  Mr.  Wardle,  the  very 
bitterest  of  all ;  he. whose  print  has  dealt 
forth  the  most  venom,  and  what  contained 
the  most  artful  and  the  most  base  misre- 
presentations, is  the  conductor    of   the 

Morning  Chronicle. If,  indeed,  thin 

party  were  to  declare  explicitly,  that  the 
state  of  the  country  demanded  a  thorough 
rqform,  in  all  the  departments,  and  especi- 
ally in  the  Commons'  House 'of  Parlia- 
ment, then  there  would  be  some  cause  for 
our  wishing  to  see  them  in  power ;  but^  ' 
for  any  thing  that  I  have  seen  or  heard,  I 
should  as  soon  expect  a  reform  from 
the    present   man   as  from  those    wh« 
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^sh  to  tarn  them  out  alfid  get  into  their 
places* 

Talaveea's  Battle. 1  hate,  upon  a 

former  occasion,  giVen  my  opinion  as  to 
the  utility  of  watching  narrowly  the  oc- 
currences in  Spain,  and  of  putting  upon 
record,  as  they  come  out,  all  the  material 
facts,  relative  to  the  campaign  of  the 
Baron  of  the  Douro  and  the  "  Viscount 
*'  of  Talavera  and  of  Wellington  in  the  said 
'^  county/'  This  campaign  will  be  a 
thin^  to  be  iremembered,  especially  when 
considered  in  conjunction  with  the  titless 
that  hate  arisen  out  of  it.  This  campaign 
involves  the  character  of  the  army  of 
l^ain  and  that  of  England ;  k  puts  much 
to  the  test ;  it  makes  an  Englisn  General 
and  an  English  army  witnesses,  and  makes 
them  §^v€  evidence,  fts  to  the  humanity  of 
the  French  generals  and  the  French  army. 
It  exhibits  a  great  and  mighty  Indutn  con- 
queror pitted  against  European  soldiers. 
—-—My  last  article,  upon  this  subject, 
wiH  be  found  at  page  385  of  the  present 
Volume,  and  the  others  in  the  Numbers 
immediately  preceding. Cuesta's  ac- 
count of  the  Battle  of  Talavera  has  long 
been  a  thing  much  wished-fbr.  At  last 
it  is  come,  and  has  been  published  in  some 
of  the  London  prints,  but,  which  is  well 
worthy  of  remark,  not  in  the  hired  prints, 
a  thing  very  scandalous  indeed,  especially 
when  it  is  recollected,  that  this  general 
Cue^ta  has  had  some  very  severe  censure 
bestowed  upon  hfm  in  the  dispatches  from 
the  Ba^on  of  the  Douro,  publisfted  by  our 

gavernmerU, In  this  Number,  if  possible, 

and,  if  not  in  this,  in  my  next,  1  will  in- 
sert the  whole  of  this  dispatch  of  General 
Cuesta ;  but,  I  shall  here  introduce  some 
part  of  it,  that  the  reader  may  have  the  most 
znaierial  points  at  once  under  his  eye. 
There  were  with  respect  to  the  battle  of 
Talavehi,  two  points  of  great  interest, 
tvhich,  after  all,  remained  unsettled  ; 
namely,  1st,  Whether  our  army  was  attacked 
hsupcridr  numbers,  and,  2nd,   Whether  the 

Spanikh  arnN/  took  apart  in  the  bailie. 

Now,  it  has  never  been  pretehded,  that  the 
arihy  of  the  Duke  of  Belluno  was  superior, 
br  even  equal  in  numbers  to  the  Spanish 
and  English  army  united.  Indeed,  the 
fact  has  clearly  been  proved  to  the  con- 
trary. The  army  of  Cuesta  alone  was 
equal  in  numbers  to  that  of  the  French, 
unless  the  accounts  given  hs  of  that  army, 
))reviobs  to  the  battle,  were  totally  fal^e. 

^Besides,    the  Duke   of  Belluoo  had 

been,  and  was  to  the"' very  day  Before  the 
battle,  pursued  J>y  the  cottibmed  armies ; 


and  it  does  no  where  appear,  that  be  was 
joined  by  any   reinforcements    of  uuat 

than  about  10,000  men. No :  our  gc* 

neral  has,  all  along,  taken  special  car6  not 
to  give  us  any  account  of  his  own  riumbers, 
or  of  those  of  the  Spanish  army.  He  drily 
tells  us,  that  he  was  attacked  by  doubk  lis 
numbers ;  but  supports  this  statement  by 

no  statement  of  actual   numbers. ^The 

Rrench  told  us,  that  their  army  amounted 
to  about  40,000,  and  that  the  combined 
armies  amounted  to  .more  than  80,000. 
Here  is,  I  dare  say,  some  exaggeration  ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  th'mk,  that  no 
man  who  is  desirous  of  being  regarded  al 
having  any  love  for  truth  ;  that  no  man, 
who  does  not  belong  to  that  set  amon^ 
us,  who  wish  to  be  deceived,  or  to  dec<^vc 
others  ;  with  the  exception  of  persons  like 
these,  1  think,  that  there  is  no  man,  who 
will  pretend  to  doubt  of  the  combined  army 
having  been  greatly  superior  in  numben 

to  that  of  the  French. If  the  reader 

thinks^ with  me  upon  this  point,  the  next 
thing  we  have  to  inquire  into,  is,  whether 
the  Spaniards  took  any,  and  if  any,  what, 

part  in  the  battle. ^The  Baron  of  the 

Douro  gave  us,  in  his  account  of  the  battle, 
a  very  laconic  and  remarkably  dry  de- 
scription of  the  feats  performed  by  tte 
Spanish  part  t)f  the  army  in  that  battle.  I 
have  since  contraisted  thiit  account  witk 
the  letter  of  Cuesta  to  the  Junta  and  hSi 
Orders  to  his  army,  which  documents  will 
be  found  in  pages  2Q3  and  '29  \  of  the  pre- 
sent volume.  From  these,  it  would  seem, 
that  the  Spanish  army  had  their  full  share 
of  the  battle.  I  do  not  mean,  that  they 
had,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  as 
much  to  do  in  the  battle  as  our  army  hid; 
but,  it  would  appear,  that  they  were  «- 
gaged,  a  fact  by  no  means  to  be  inferred 
from  the  dispatch  of  the  Baron  of  the 
Douro  and  the  Viscount  of  Talaverla  and  of 
Wellington  in  the  said  county,  the  said 
dispatch  speaking  of  the  Spaniards  in  these 

Words "Your  lordship  will  observe, 

"  that  the  attacks  of  the  enemy  were  prin- 
''cipally.  If  not  ENTIRELY,  directed 
"  against  the  British  troops.  The  Spanish 
"  Commander  in  Chief,  his  oflScers,  and 
"  troops,  manifested  every  dispddtlm  tb 
"  render  us  assistance,  and  those  of  tbeiD» 
"  that  were  engaged,  did  their  duty;  M 
"  the  ground  which  they .  occupied  ♦«> 
"  so  important,  and  its  front,  at  the  <^« 
«  time,  so  dii]5cult,  that  I  did  not  think 
**  it  proper  to  urge  them  to  make  any 
"  movement  to  the  left  of  the  tnttajt 
"  while  he  was  ^engaged  widi  m."-— *** 
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one  place  be  says,  speaking  of  a  particular 
attack  :  ''  this  attack  was  most  success- 
*•  fully  repulsed  by  Brigadier  General 
"  Campbell,  supported  by  the  King's  regi- 
"  meat  qf  Spanish  cavalry  and  txvo  battalions 
"  qf  Spanish  ir\fantiy ;  and  BrigadieR  Gene- 
''  ral  Campbell  took  the  enemy's  cannon. 
^'The  brigadier  mentions  partrculdrly  the 
"  conduct  of  the  97ih,  7th,  and  53rd  regi- 
"  mepts/'  But,  here  is  not  a  word  said 
in  praise  of  either  the  cavalry,  or  infantry, 
of  the  Spaniards.  In  another  place,  he 
just  observes,  that  an  attack  of  the  ene- 
my's cavalry  upon  the  Spanish  infantry 

fidkd, Now,  reader,   these,    as    you 

most  recollect,  are  all  the  passages,  where- 
in  mention  is  made  of  the  Spaniards  hav- 
ing bad  wny  hand  at  all  in  the  battle  ;  and, 
so,  keeping  our  own  numbers  studiously 
out  of  sight,  we  say,  that,  as  the  Spaniards 
merely  looked  on,  we  had  all  the  fighting^ 
to  do,  and  that  we  fought  with  double  our 
nmnbers.— Let  us  now    hear    Cuesta, 

then. No  one  will  attempt  to  deny, 

that,  when  this  dispatch  arrived  in  Eng- 
land, every  man  looked  upon  it  as  con- 
veying the  meaning,  that  the  Spaniards 
had  no  share  in  gaining  the  ''victory." 

^Let  us,  then,  hear  Cuesta  ! -Nay, 

the  General  Orders  to  our  army,  issued  in 
the  king's  name,  asserted,  "  that  the  ene- 
"  my  directed  his  tuAo/e  efforts"  [meaning, 
doubtless,  the  whole  qfhis  efforts']  "  against 
"  the  troops  of  bis  Majesty  ;  that  the 
"  British  army  sustained  nearly  the  whole 
"  toeight  of  this  great  contest ;  and  has  ac- 
"  quired  the  glory  of  having  vanquished 
"a French  army  nearly  double  /A«rnum- 
"  bers."  This  is,  in  more  ways  than  one, 
making  pretty  free  with  the  king's  English; 
but,  here  is  the  old  story  again  repeated. 

■ Let  us,  then,  hear  Cuesta  ! Why 

need  I  dwell  upon  it,  however,  when  it  is 
notorious,  that  there  was  not  a  public  print 
in  London,  which  d^  not  crack  its  jokes 
^pon  the  immobility  of  the  Spanish  part 
of  the  army,  and  which,  in  short,  did  not 
embody  into  direct  charges  all  that  could 
be  inferred  from  the  official   dispatches. 

^Let  us  now  hear  Cuesta,  then  ! 1 

am  sure,  that  the  reader,  be  he  who  he 
May,  must  remember  the  self-complacent 
observations  that  passed,  in  all  companies, 
opon  the  receipt  of  Douro's  dispatch,  and 
^ow  many  and  many  "good  things"  were 
ttid,  over  the  tea  as  well  as  over  the 
bottle,    upon  the   conduct  of   Ih^   poor 

Spaniards Come,  tbcn,  let  us  now  hear 

Cuesta!- His  dispatch  is  publisbed  by 

order  of  the  Spanisa  Junta,    it  contains 


an  account  of  the  operations  of  his  army 
for  some  time  previous  to  the  battle^  He 
then  comes  to  the  battle  itself,  and,  afler 
having  spoken  of  the  preparatory  disposi* 
tions,  he  thus  recounts  the  occurrences  of 
the  engagement.  "  As  dusk  approached, 
"  he  commenced  a  furious  attack  by  a 
"  cannonade,  and  a  charge  by  the  whole  qf 
"  his  cavalry,  on  the  right,  occupied  by  the 
**  Spanish  infantry,  with  the  apparent  design 
"  of  breaking  through  our  ranks,  posted  as  I 
"  have  before  described.  This  attack  was 
"  received  by  an  active  fire  perfectly  well 
"  sustained,  both  of  cannon  and  musketry, 
"  which  disconcerted  the  purpose  qf  the  ene* 
"  my,  and  put  him  to  flight  at  a  quarter  past 
**  eight.  During  this  time,  a  strong  divi- 
'*  sion  of  the  French  advanced  by  the  val- 
"  ley  to  the  left  of  the  height,  occupied 
"  by  the  English  general  Hill,  of  which, 
"  with  very  great  loss,  they  obtained  a 
"  momentary  possession,  but  Hill  returned 
"  to  the  charge  presently  with  the  bayo- 
"  net,  drove  off  the  enemy,  and  recovered 
"  his  ground.  In  the  night  the  French 
"  repealed  their  attack,  but  without  sue- 
"  ceeding,  and  with  great  loss.  At  break 
*'  of  day  on  the  28th  they  returned  wit^ 
«<  two  divisions  of  infantry,  but  they  were 
'*  repulsed  by  the  brave  Hill,  who  could 
•^  not  be  intimidated  by  their  repeated  at*- 
*'.  tempts,  or  bv  the  progressive  accumu** 

'^lation  of  the  ix)rcesof  the  assailants. •• 

*.'  General  Wellesley,  in  consequence  of 
*'  these  renewed  exertions  of  the  enemy 
*'  by  the  valley,  on  the  left  side  of  the 
'^  height,  ordered  thither  two  brigades  of 
"  his  cavalry,  supported  by  lieutenant 
*'  general  the  duke  of  Alburquerque,  with 
'*  the  whole  of  his  division  of  cavalry. 
**  The  French,  seeing  this  movement,  lent 
''  sharp-shooters  into  the  chain  of  mouir- 
"  tains  to  the  left  of  the  valley,  who  Were 
*'  attacked  ly  the  5th  division  qf  my  i/^fdntry 
"  under  Moft^hal  de  Camp  Don  Luis  Basse^ 
*'  court,  who  disUnhed  them  with  much  loss. 

" ^The  gerreral  attack  commenced  by 

**  the  advance  of  different  columns  of  the 
"  enemy's  infantry,  with  the  intention  of 
'*  attacking  the  height  occupied  by  gene- 
*'  ral  Hill.  These  columns  were  charged 
"  by  two  parties  of  English  dragoons, 
"  under  the  command  of  general  Anson, 
"  led  by  lieutenant  general  Payne,  and 
'"supported  by  the  brigade  of  cavalry  of 
"  the  line  of  general  Taune.  Gee  of  tbeie 
"  regiments  of  English  dragoons  sufl^ed 
"  very  muchi;  but  this  spirited  charge 
"  had  the  effect  of  disconcerting  the  de- 
"  signs  of  the  enemy,  who  sustained  a  veiy 
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"  great  loti*  At  the  same  time,  the 
'*  French  attacked  the  centre  of  the  army, 
"  where  the  English  general  Campbell 
•'^  was  stationed,  having  on  his  right  liditU' 
**  nant  general  Don  Francisco  de  ^uia,  the 
"  enemy  was  driven  back  by  both  these  ge- 
"  nerals,  who  had  their  iitfantry  supported 
*'  \^  tlie  King's  regiment  qf  cavalry,  and  by  the 
*'  division  cf  lieutenant  general  Don  Juan  de 
**  Henestrosa,  This  corps  covered  itse(fmth 
**  glory*  ^  ^he  charge  that  it  made  on  the  in- 
'^fantry  <^  the  enenn^,  during  tuhich  it  turned 
"  the  column  by  which  it  tfoi  assailed  ;  under 
**  tohich  advantage,  the  English  iitfantry,  pro* 
"  tected  by  the  Spanish,  possessed  theniselves  qf 
"  the  artillery  qf  the  enemy.  At  the  same 
"  time  with  these  proceedmgs,  the  French 
♦'  attacked  with  fbry  the  centre  of  the 
''  English  army,  commanded  by  genera] 
"  Sherbrooke.  The  foes  were  received 
<'  with  extraordinary  courage,  and  were 
*'  driven  back  by  the  whole  English 
''  division,  with  charged  bayonets.  But 
^*  the  English  brigade  of  guards,  which 
''  was  carried  onward  precipitately  in  the 
^  ardour  of  battle,  advanced  too  far,  and 
"  was  in  consequence  obliged  to  withdraw 
•*  under  the  fixe  of  the  second  line,  com- 
•*  (losed  of  the  brigade  of  cavalry  of  gene- 
"  ral  Cotton,  and  Qf  a  battalion  of  infantry 
''  detached  from  the  height  by  gen.  Wel- 
''  lesley,  as  soon  as  he  observed  the  re- 
'<  mote  situation  of  the  guards.  General 
*'  Howarth  who  commanded  the  English 
*'  artillery,  was  distinguished  for  his  ex- 
''  traordinary  courage,  and  performed  the 

^  most  important  services. Lieutenant 

**  general  Don  Francisco  de  Eguia,  my 
"  second  in  command,  was  posted  on  my 
*'  left,  with  the  3rd,  4th,  and  5th  divisions, 
«'%under  generals  the  marquis  de  Portage, 
''  Bon  Rafael  Manglano,  and  Don  Louis 
*'  Alexandre  Bassecourt,  but  the  latter  was 
'*  ordered  to  support  the  division  ofcavaU 
*'  ry  of  lieutenant-general  the  duke  of 
*'  Alburquerque,  which  was  detached  to 
•'  reinforce  the  British  army.  The  dis- 
*'  patches  No.  4, 5,  and 6,  from  these  gene- 
•**  rals  are  inclosed  for  the  information  of 
♦'  his  majesty.— — 1  took  under  my  parti- 
**  cular orders  the  centre  and  the  right,  with- 
*'  out  negTecting,  however,  the  superinteml- 
^*  ance  of  the  rest,  and  with  much  satisfac- 
**  tion  I  noticed  the  conduct  of  the  generals 
''  of  the  1st  and  2d  division,  of  the  marquis 
"  de  Zayas,  apd  Don  Vicente  Iglesias,  as 
''  well  as  Don  Juan  Berhuy,and  lieutenant- 

"  general  Don  Juan  Henestrosa,  &c- 

**  The  loss  of  the  euem y  was  very  great. 
"  They  left  on  the  field  of  battle  from  4  to 


"  5,000  men,  and  the  number  of  their 
**  wounded  is  computed  at  5,000  more.  Two 
*'*  or  three  generals  were  killed  and  several 
"  wounded,  and  at  least  400  other  officers. 
'*  We  have  taken  19  pieces  of  artillery,  aod 
"  many  waggons  of  ammunition,  and  the 
*'  rout  was  one  of  the  most  complete,  con- 
'*  sidering  that  we  were  acting  on  the  de- 
"  fensive.  The  English  have  lost  genc- 
"  ral  Mackenzie,  bri^adier-ffeueral  ling- 
"  worth,  and  other  omcers  of  distinguished 
"  rank  land  meri^  The  total  ot  their 
''  officers,  killed  and  wounded,  is  260, 
"  and  that  of  their  rank  and  file  5,000, 
'<  our  diminution  it  much  less.  Den  Ra- 
"fael  Manglano  xvas  wounded,  and  50  more 
'*  qfour  qficers  were  killed  and  wounded^  and 
**  1,150  rank  and  file.  Our  artillery  wai 
<'  served  with  ability  and  fortitude,  and 
<'  the  names  of  such  officers,  whose  talents 
^  were  most  conspicuously  displayed,  are 
**  mentioned  in  the  dispatches   from  the 

"  respective  generals. 1  should  be  neg- 

'*  ligent  of  my  own  duty,  if  I  did  not  com- 
"  municate  to  your  excellency^  for  the  in- 
*'  formation  ot  his  majesty,  that  the  con- 
''  duct  of  the  British  general  in  chiel^  sir 
"  Arthur  Wellesley,  and  that  of  the  gene- 
"  rals,  subordinate  officers,  and  soldien 
"  under  his  command,  is  above  all  praLse. 
'*  I  have  seen  the  enthusiasm  with  which 
"  these  faithful  allies  have  in  copious 
''  streams  poured  forth  their  blood  in  the 
"  defence  of  our  liberty,  and  no  language 
**  can  adequately  express  the  sentiments  oi 
"  gratitude  with  which  our  breasts  are 
"  animated.  With  the  highest  satisfac* 
"  tion  I  have  noticed  my  army  hailing  our 
"  companions  for  the  victory  obtained, 
*'  and  minsling  with  exclamations  iodica- 
'•  tive  of  the  warmest  affection,  the  appel- 
"  latives  of  our  country,  and  Ferdinand, 
"  with  those  of  our  powerful  and  generous 

"  allies." It  is  quite   unnecessaiy  to 

point  out  the  widefliiierence  between  the 
language  of  this  Spanish  general  towards 
our  general  and  his  army,  and  the  lan- 
guage of  our  general  towards  the  Spanish 
general  and  the  Spanish  army ;  for,  it 
must  strike  every  one,  though,  with  all 
who  reflect  upon  the  character  of  the  par- 
ties, this  difierence  will  be  less  a  subject 
of  surprize  than  of  shame.  Let  the  readers 
of  the  hireling  prints,  when  they  hare 
read  this  dispatch  of  Cuesta.  look  back,  if 
they  can  without  shame,  at  the  endless 
strings  of  paragraphs,  published  respecting 
that  general  after  the  receipt  of  Dooro's  dis- 
patch.  But,  it  is  the/flctt  that  weougbi 

now  to  look  aftw.    /^A.§PW^  ^**"' 
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mander  in  Chief  has  now  written,  and  the 
Spanish  government  have  published  to  the 
^'orld  that  the  Spaniards  /lad  a  share,  and 
a  very  considerable  share,  in  what  was  done 
at  TalaverH ;  that  they  fought,  that  they 
fought  much  and  hard ;  that  they  had  many 
cheers,  who  greatl}^  distinguished  them- 
selves ;  and,  finally,  that  they  had  consi- 
derable i^umbers  kilkd  and  wounded,  though 

they  do  not  speak  of  any  *'  missing," 

Let  us  look  at  this  dispatch  a  little  more 
in  detail,  bearing  in  mind,  as  we  proceed, 
that  Baron  Douro  and  'Lord  Viscount  of 
Talavera  and  of  Wellington  in  the  said 
county,  explicitly  states,  that  the  attacks 
of  the  French  were  principally,  "  if  not 
•»  ENTIRELY,"  directed  against  the  Bri- 
tish  troops,  which  statement  was  repeated 
in  our  king's  General  Order  to  the  army, 
as  above  quoted. — Now,  then,  let  us  hear 

Caesia ! He  says,  and  his  government 

has  published  to  the  world.  First;  that  the 
Prench  made  a  furious  attack  by  a  cannon- 
ade and  a  charge  by  the  whole  of  their 
€:aTalry,  on  the  rigbt,  occupied  by  the 
Spanish  infantry,  and  that  this  attack  was 
eallantly  and  successfully  resisted  by  the 
Spaniards,  who  put  the  assailants  to  flight. 
—Secondly  ;  that  the  French  sharp-shoot- 
ers were  attacked  by  the  5th  division  of 
Spanish  infantry,  under  Don  Louis  Basse- 
coart,  who  dislodged  the  sharp-shooters 
with  much  loss. — ^Third;  that  the  French, 
haying  attacked  the  English  under  Gene- 
ral Campbell,  who  had  the  Spani:ih  under 
Don  Eguia  ou  his  right,  were  drtveb  back 
by  both  these  generals ;  that  this  body  of 
infantry  was  supported  by  a  regiment  of 
Spanish  cavalry,  under  Don  Henestrosa, 
which  Spanish  regiment  covered  itself 
with  glory  ;  that  it  got  in  the  rear  of  th^ 
French  column  by  which  it  was  attacked ; 
and  that  it  was  owing  to  the  advantage  thus 
given  to  the  English  infantry  under  Camp- 
Dell  and  the  Spanish  infantry  under  Eguia, 
that  they  were  enabled  to  take  the  French 

cannon. Now,  upon  this  part  of  the 

statement,  we  must  look  back  a  little  at 
Baron Douro's  dispatch.  He  says:  "This 
•'  attack  was  most  successfully  repulsed  by 
*'  Brig.  Gen.  Campbell,  supported  by  the 
"  King's  regin^ent  of  Spanish  cavalry,  and 
*^  by  two  battalions  of  Spanish  infantry  ; 
«'  and  Brig,  Gen,  Campbell  took  the  enemy's 
*'  cannon.  Mind  now  pointed  the  ex- 
pression. This  General  Campbell  was 
merely  supported ;  and  it  is  he  who  takes 
the  cannon.  Cuesta  says,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  Spanish  infantry  were  in  lin6  with 
ike  English ;   and,  as  to  the  cavalry,  he 


says  that  they  doubled  round  the  enemy, 
got  in  the  rear  of  their  flank,  and  enabled 
the  English  and  Spanish  infantry  to  take 
the  cannon.  Baron-Douro-of- Wellesley- 
in-the-coQnty-of-Sonierset,-and-Viscount- 
Talavera-and-of- Wellington-in-the-said- 
county,  did  not, as  the  reader  will  perceive, 
even  mention  the  names  of  the  Spanish  offi- 
cers, who  were  thus  engaged,  though,  on 
the  score  of  length  of  name,  he  certainly 
does  Jiot  yield  to  any  Spaniard,  living. 
Poor  eentlemen  ;  he  might,  one  would' 
think,  have  just  done  them  the  immortal 
honour  to  write  their  names.  What  must 
Don  Eguia  and  Don  Henestrosa  think  of 
this  ?-^ — 'Fourth  ;  the  Spanish  general 
asserts^  and  the  Spanish  government  pub- 
lishes to  the  world,  that,  in  this  battle,  in 
which  our  public  prints  have  stedfastly 
asserted,  that  the  Spaniards  had  no  share 
whatever;  that^  in  this  battle,  the  Spanish 
army  had,  in  killed  and  wounded,  fifty" 
one  officers  and  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 

fifty  rank  and  file, Now,  we  must  either 

give  this  assertion  the  lie  direct,  or,  we  must 
acknowledge,  that  the  Spanish  army  had  a 
share  in  the  battle,  and  that  the  •'  whole  ef- 
"  forts  of  the  enemy"  were  not  directed 

against  the  British  troops. Reader,  if 

you  are  not  one  of  the  millions  of 
wretches,  who  dare  not  say  what  they 
think ;  if  you  are  not  one  of  the  last-ditch 
and  life-and-fortune  men  ;  if  you  are  not 
one  of  those,  who  have  disgusted  all  Eu- 
rope with  English  bragsing  ;  if  you  have 
a  mind  yet  undebased  by  the  corruptions 
of  the  day,  tell  me  frankly,  do  you  be- 
lieve Cuesta?  I  will  tell  you  my  mind 
freely :  ]  do  believe  him  ;  because  I  thinir 
it  next  to  impossible,  that  a  lie  so  impu- 
dent should  have  been  hatched  by  him, 
and,  if  hatched  by  him,  published  by  the 

government. But,  if  what  he  says  be 

true,  where  are  we  to  look  for  that  duparity 
qf  numbers,  of  which  the  Baron  of  the  Douro 

told  us  ? Reader,  how  came  it  that  my 

Lord  Douro  said  not  a  word,  in  his  dis- 
patches, in  any  of  his  dispatches,  from  the 
first  to  the  last,  about  the  killed  and  wound* 
ed  qfthe  Spaniards?  You  see,  that  General 
Cuesta  informs  his  government  of  our 
killed  and  wounded,  mentions  the  prin- 
cipal 6fficers  by  name, and,  which  merited 
a  better  return,  he  says  not  a  word  about 
our  missing ;  while  my  Lord  Douro  takes 
no  more  notice  of  the  Spanish  killed 
and  wounded,  than  he  does  of  the  fact, 
stated  by  Cuesta,  of  the  Spanish  cavahy 
having  been  the  cause  of  taking  the 
French  cannon  th^Were  taken.    Are  we 
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to  believe,  then,  that  there  were  no  Spa- 
liish  killed  and  wounded.  Oh,  no !  Wj 
camion  believe  it;  and  if  the  hirelings jwe- 
tendio  believe  it,  what  will  they  say  more 
to  induce  us  to  make  war  along  with  such 
an  army  and  for  such  a  government 
as  those  of  Spain } Let  the  hire- 
lings choose;  let  the  Ferdinand  VIL- 
men  ;  let  the  holy-altar-roen  and  life-and- 
fortune-men  choose;  let  them  say,  that 
the  Spanish  account  of  the  battle  is  true, 
or  liet  thetn.  say  it  is  false.  Just  which 
they  please ;  for,  upon  one  horn  or  the 
other  we  have  them.  Will  they  say,  that 
the  Spanish  Commander  in  Chief  and  the 
Spanish  government  are  such  impudent 
liars  as  to  pretend  that  they  had  5 1  officers 
and  1,150  rank  and  ?i\e,  killed  and  wounded 
in  the  battle  of  Talavera,  while  the  at- 
tacks of  the  enemy  "  were  principally,  if 
"  not  ENTIRELY,  directed  against  the 
"British  troops?"  Will  they  say  this; 
or  will  they  say,  that  Baron -Douro-of- 
'WellesIey-in-the-county-of-Somerset-and- 
Vi§count-of-Talavera-and-of-Wellington- 
in-the-said-county  had  not  to  fight  the 
French  army  single  handed ;  and  that 
"  the  whole  efforts  of  the  enemy,"  in  the 
language  of  the  General  Order,  were  not 

directed  against  the  English. In  short, 

nothing  can  be  more  clear  than  this,  that 
Cuesta  s  statement,  and  especially  his  re- 
turn of  killed  and  wounded,  must  be  con- 
tradicted, and  not  only  contradicted,  but 
disproved,  before  any  man  of  common 
sense  will  agree  to  consider  the  Spanish* 
army  as  not  making  part  qf  the  force,  at- 
tacked by  the  Duke  cf  Belluno,\}nder  the  eye 
of  Joseph  Napoleon.  There  is  no  man  in 
his  senses  that  can  possibly  so  consider  it^ 
unless  this  statement  of  Cuesta  be  com- 
pletely done  away ;  unless  Cuesta  be  con- 
victed of  being  a  liar  and  a  braggart,  and 
his  government  convicted  of  givmg  cur- 
rency to  his  lies,  und«r  their  authority  and 
name.  For,  are  there  fifty  officers  killed 
and  wounded,  and  upwards  of  a  thou- 
sand rank  and  file  killed  and  wounded, 
and  is  the  army  suffering  that  loss  not  en- 
gaged? Never  was  there  any  proposition 

so  void  of  all  reason  and  decency. Our 

Lord  of  the  Douro  seems  to  have  consider- 
ed the  whole  of  the  French  as  engaged 
^  with  /lis  army  ;  but,  supposing,  that  not  a 
man  of  the  Spaniarids  had  been  either  killed 
or  wounded ;  supposing  every  word  that 
Cuesta  has  uttered,  upon  the  subject,  to  be 
false  ;  what  then  ?  It  proves  that  the  Spa- 
niards had  no  fighting  to  do ;  but,  it  by  no 
means  proves,  that  ^jeir  presence  was  n^t 


an  injury  to  the  French.  In  short,  it  is 
perfect  madness  to  believe,  that  the  French 
general  would  send  his  whole  force  against 
one  part  of  the  army,  and  leave  himself 
exposed  to  be  surrounded  by  the  other 
part.  Cuesta  says,  that  the  Frenchman 
di<l  no  such  thing;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
that  hp  commenced  the  action  with  a  fori- 
ous  atjtack  i^on  the  ^mniards,  with  the 
whole  of  his  cavalry,  as  well  as  with  a 
part  of  his  cannon.  This  was  rational. 
This  was  what  is  likely  to  have  been;  and 
yet  we,  here^in  England,  have  the  impu. 
dence  to  croiv  over  the  poor  Spaniards, 
and  to  represent  them  as  mere  stones  or 

posts,  stuck  up  on  the  field  of  battle. 

This  way  of  estimating  the  relative  force 
of  an  army  is:  perfectly  original,  unless, 
indeed,  it  be  borrowed  trom  the  wars  in 
Hindosian,  Why,  then,  suppose  we  should, 
hereafter,  meet  a  French  army  with  an 
arniy  altogether  English.  Suppose  each 
side  to  have  forty  thousand  men;  but, 
that,  owing  to  some  circumstance  or  other, 
only  o7ie  half  of  our  army  were  engaged. 
Should  we  have  the  impudence  to  say, 
that  we  had  to  tight  against  double  our  mm' 
bers  f  We  might.  Fll  not  answer  for  it 
that  we  should  not.  But,  would  not  the 
world  laugh  at .  us  ?  Would  they  not  call 

us  empty    braggarts? This  letter  of 

Cuesta  appears  to  me  to  settle  the  point 
respecting  the  relative  numbers  engaged 
in  the  battle,  unless  what  he  asserts  be  dis* 
proved.  If  his  dispatch  contains  falshoods, 
those  falshoods  should  be  contradicted, and 
officially  too,  without  loss  of  time.  I  must 
repeat,  that  I  believe  him,  because  he 
speaks  so  much  in  detail,  gives  us  names 
and  other  particulars,  and  grudges  not  his 
good  word  either  to  our  general  or  our 
army ;  and,  in  short,  until  I  see  it  clearly 
disproved,  I  shall  continue  to  believe,  and 
so  will  the  public,  every  word  of  it,  let  the 
conclusion,  to  which  it  leads,  be  wHat  it 
will. 

AusTJiiA. The  hirelings  are  actually 

pricking  up  their  ears  again  upon  the 
sight  ot  a  Proclamation  of  the  Emperor 
Francis,  purporting  that  he  is  prepared  for 
war  again.  I  should  suppose  this  docu- 
ment to  be  a  fabrication  from  the  mill  of 
some  of  the  French  emigraffttf  now  in 
London.  But,  for  once,  my  wishes  ac- 
cord with  those  of  the  hirelings.  I  wish, 
with  all  my  heart,  that  Mr.  Gent2,  or 
some  of  that  set,  may  prevail  lipon  the 
Emperor  Francis  to  go  to  war  again.  I 
want  to  see  him  at  war  once  more,  and,  I 
was  very  sorry  indeed  to  hear  of  the 
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8f»t)eDsroii  of  arms.  It  it  for  the  good 
of  mankind,  and  especially  for  us,  in 
England,  that  the  Emperor  Francis  should 
have  one  more  bout  with  Buonaparte  and 
ids  Dukes.  Ii  is  high  time  for  the  Empe- 
ror Francis  to  "  make  a  stand," But 

really,  there  are  parts  of  the  Emperor 
Francis's  proclamation,  at  which  one 
caanot  help  staring.  For  instance,  where 
he  tilks  about  the  enemy's  having 
"teamed  to  appreciate  the  public  tpiru 
*'  of  his  peopUy  and  the  vaiour  qf  hit  or- 
*«  siicf/'  and  says,  the  oticm^  has  *'  dearly 
"  \mght  the  knowledge,  that  he  (the  Em^ 
"peror  Francis)  is  constantly  solicitous 
"  to  promote  the  prosperity  ot*  his  domi- 
"niofts.''  Really  one  can  hardly  believe 
one's  eyes.  This  must  be  a  fabrication  ; 
ind  yet,  why  should  it  ?  Have  not  all  the 
Bow-fallen  governments  gone  oh  in  the 
fame  way  ?  Have  they  not  all  pro- 
ceeded, to  the  very  last  moment,  in  the 
▼cry  course  which  was  the  cause  of  their 
overthrow,  though  the  final  consequences 
were  so  frequently  placed  before  their 

eyes? A  few  weeksi  however,  will  now 

decide  the  fete  of  Austria,  and,  in  all  pro- 
bability, of  the  other  countries  and  states 
ia  the  Eastern  part  of  the  continent  of 
Europe. 

Wm.  cobbett. 

^tidey.h  Oct.  1809. 


State  of  Spain. — (continued  from  p,  444.^ 

n»e  whole  herbage  of  Spain,  com -lands 
as  well  as  ^grass-grounds,  are  surbjected, 
twice  a  year,  to  the  legal  depredations  of 
setcral  miiiions  of  travelling  sheep,  in 
which  the  miserable  agriculturists  have 
ao  interest  whatever.  Nay,  more,  every 
ip^cies  of  provender  which  the  poor  far- 
mers save  for  their  own  live  stock,  in 
the  interim  of  the  fatal  spring  and  autumn 
visits  of  these  all-devouring  flocks,  can  be, 
*nd  is  demanded,  (legally,  you  observe, 
«ll  according  to  law,)  at  a  fixed  price, 
and  that  price  fixed  by  the  owners  otthese 
flocka.  But,  I  ast,  what  price  canindem- 
ni^  a  farmer  for  the  privation  of  the 
QKans  of  snpportinf  his  labouring  and 
other  live-stocic,  on  his  farm  ?  on  the  con- 
dition of  which  depends  his  ability  to  per- 
fermefery  operation  for  its  improvement. 
No  durable  incbsure  cah  be  made  in 
Spain,  except  aroand  gardens  and  vine- 
7^.  Even  these  were  laid  open  to  the 
^ocks,  previous  to  1788.  Add  to  these 
intwlerable  oppressions  the  arbitrary  and 
««priciw»t8t»e«  o&  ef  ery  descriptiaii  of  the 


produce  of  the  soil,  (grahi  now -excepted) 
imposed,  not  by  a  legislative  body  chosea 
by  the  community,  tor,  in  this  couairy  of 
Spain  ther^  is  nobody  of  this  nature,  not 
imposed  by  the  government,  despotic  as 
it  is;  but  by  the  mean,  self-interested 
municipalities  of  the  difierent  towns  to 
which  the  several  articles  of  butchers- 
meat,  poultry,  wine,  oil,  fruits,  garden- 
stufis,  sc.  are  brought  for  sale.  The  con- 
sequence of  all  this  is,  that  there  is  not 
a  province  in  Spain  where  there  are  .not 
many  estates  in  a  manner  deserted,  witk- 
out  inhabitants;  devoid  of  trees,  irriga- 
tion or  improvement  of  any  sort.  Over 
the  whole  country,  agriculture  is  abaa- 
doned  to  the  poorest  and  most  ignorant 
husbandmen.  The  capitalist  every  where, 
leaving  the  country  in  search  of  more 
lucrative  employmeut.  So  many  arbitrary 
taxes  do  the  necessaries  of  life  pay  from 
the  moment  of  their  existence  to  that  of 
heir  consumption ;  so  tormented  are  the 
lieges  with  the  innumerable  corps  of 
guards,  visitors,  officers,  &c.  for  the  coU 
lection  of  the  provincial  imposts  ;  so  torik 
to  pieces  are  they  with  denunciations, 
procedures,  arrests,  detentions,  &c.  to 
which  the  smallest  and  most  irnioceift 
mistake  gives  occasion,  that  the  citieeB 
can  neither  move  nor  stand  still  without 
being  surrounded  with  commissaries^ 
g^aras,  &c.  who  keeps  him  in  vexatioo 
and  poverty  during  the  whole  of  his  Ufe, 
— 'Is  it  in  defence  of  such  a  system  as  this, 
(in  the  overthrow  of  which  every  heart 
not  imbued  to  the  core  with  the  deepMt 
dies  of  despotism  and  misanthropy  muat 
rejoice)  is  it  in  defence  of  a  policy  like 
this,  I  say,  calculated  to  dtsbase^  end 
even  gradually  extirpate  the  human  race, 
that  Englishmen  are  to  expend  their  blood 
and  treasure  ?  Shall  the  sons  of  Liberty 
prop  the  rotten  pillars  of  oppression  ? 
support  the  selfish,  narrowminded  Juotli, 
who  give  no  hopes  of  better  days  to  Ike 
people  of  Spain,  even  when  the  French 
are  expelled  ?  The  Junta,  in  which  we 
perceive  several  of  the  very  men  whose 
partial  oppressive  policy,  heretofore  des- 
troying the  energies  of  her  people,  en- 
couraged Buonaparte  to  attempt  the  sub- 
jugation of  the  peninsula.— Yo«r  constant 
reader,  Phiialethbs, 


FOREIGN  MINISTERS. 

Sir ;  In  running  over  the  huge  Report«f 
the  Finance  Committee  published  in  Jvly 
1808,  my  attention  was  attracted  by  the 
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oumerouB  List  of  unemployed  Foreign 
Ministers,  who  are  now  a  burthen  on  the 
public  purse.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
disapprove  of  a  due  and  reasonable  provi- 
sion being  made  for  those  who  have  de- 
voted their  lives  to  the  public  service, 
especially  in  a  branch  of  it  where  the  sa- 
laries, not  being  more  than  adequate  to 
the  necessary  expences  of  the  station,  af- 
ford no  means  of  laying  up  any  provision 
for  old  age  or  infirmity  ;  neither  should  I 
object  generally  to  the  amount  of  the  pro- 
vision which  has  been  made  in  these  in- 
stances^ if  my  information  be  correct  as 
to  the  difference  between  the  apparent 
amount,  as  stated  in  the  report,  and  the 
real  amount  received,  the  latter  being,  as  I 
am  told,  about  two  thirds  only  of  the  for- 
mer (what  becomes  of  this  difference  ?) ; 
but  I  may  possibly,  in  a  future  letter,  ob- 
serve upon  some  particular  cases,  which 
bear  very  strong  marks  of  jobs,  or  in 
which  the  remuneration  far  exceeds  the 
length  and  importance  of  the  service  per- 
formed. For  the  present,  I  shall  content 
myself  with  adverting  to  the  extraordinary 
circumstance  of  new  persons  having  been 
selected  of  late  for  foreign  stations,  whilst 
the  old  ones  continue  thus  burthensome 
on  the  revenue.  The  selections  1  refer  to, 
are  too  recent  to  need  being  pointed  at, 
and  they  could  not  have  been  motived  by 
any  previous  trial  of  the  respective  capa- 
cities of  the  persons  selected,  in  as  much 
as  these  persons,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  were 
never  before  employed. — No^,  Sir,  if  the 
old  ministers,  who  figure  on  this  pension 
list,  are  all  of  them  unfit  for  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  the  stations  to  which  the 
new  men  have  been  appointed  ;  if  none 
could  be  found  in  this  list  who  are  capable 
of  managing  the  national  concerns  at 
Cagliari,  Lisbon,  Sicily,  &c.  then  there 
must  have  been  a  most  lamentable  want 
of  discernment,  or  something  worse,  in  the 
predecessors  of  the  present  secretary  of 
state,  by  whom  these  incapable  men  were 
60  improperly  thrust  into  public  employ- 
ments ;  and  the  pensions  which  have  been 
granted  to  them  are  a  most  reprehensible 
waste  of  the  public  money.  But  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  these  pensioned  ministers  are 
stil^  able  to  execute  the  duties  of  their 
profession,  either  better  or  even  as  well  as 
the  "  young  friends'*  (for  the  right  honour- 
able secretary  treads  in  the  early  steps  of 
his  prototype  Pitt  in  drawing  satellites 
around  him);  if,  1  say,  the  old  ministers 
are  more  capable  or  as  capable  as  the 
young  friends  whom  the  rays  of  the  right 


honourable  secretary's  favour  have  illu- 
mined  and  vivified,  then  .the  preference  of 
these  latter  is  at  once  an  act  of  gross  in- 
justice to  the  former,  whose  claims  had  a 
stronger  foundation  in  past  services,  and 
to  the  public,  who  thus  become  most  un- 
necessarily burthened  with  a  large,  addi- 
tional expence,  without  the  prospect  of 
being  more  profitably  served.  Leaving 
the  right  honourabk  secretary  on  the 
horns  of  this  dilemma,  I  remain,  Sir, 
his  and  your  obedient  Servant,  B. 


Mr.  wardle. 


Sir;  The  following  Letter  was  sent  for 
insertion  in  the  Morning  Chronicle,  a  few 
days  after  the  communication  appeared 
which  gave  rise  to  it.  By  that  impartial 
Journal  it  was  deemed  inadmissible :  but 
as  it  attempts  a  defence  of  some  opinions 
contained  in  your  Political  Register,  from 
the  misrepresentations  of  its  calumniators, 
a  space  perhaps  may  be  there  aflbrded  it 
in  defect  of  better  materials. 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Morning  Chronicle, 

Sir;  In  your  paper  of  the  8ih  of  Sep- 
tember, I  find  a  long  and  elaborate  com- 
munication, on  the  subject  of  "  Colonel 
Wardle's  Trial,"  from  a  correspondent, 
who  subscribes  himself  "  a  Lover  of  Truth." 
The  lucubrations  of  this  writer  must  be 
deemed  the  more  valuable,  as  they  are, 
confessedly,  the  production  of  a  mind  ha- 
bitually conversant  in  the  arts  of  logoma- 
chy, and  practised  in  the  wiles  of  dispoU- 
tion ;  of  one,  who,  though  living  in  a  re- 
mote  part  of  the  country,  is  yet  accus- 
tomed "  w^eekly  to  read  the  papers  and 
"  to  discuss  the  politics  of  the  day,  at  a 
"  club  which  assembles  every  Saturday 
*'  night''  Whether  the  present  be  the 
first  effort,  on  the  part  of  these  illustrioui 
statesmen,  te  give  publicity  to  their  pa- 
triotic vigils,  we  are  not  told :  In  mercy 
to  mankind,  we  hope  it  will  not  be  the 
last;  but  that,  emulating  a  like  institution, 
whose  proceedings  they  will  find  detailed 
with  impressive  ^lemnity  in  *<  Memoirs  of 
P.  P/'  a  distinguished  rural  politician,  their 
consultations  may  gain  the  ear  of  ministryi 
and  direct  the  operations  of  legislature. 
— Not  content,  however,  with  simply  dis- 
closing his  alliance  with  this  respectable 
assembly,  your  correspondent  condeaccnd- 
ingly  adfmits  us  to  participate  their  coun- 
cils: and  gives  us  to  understand,  that  he, 
'*  and  some  others,  who  constituted  a  ver^ 
small  minority  at  th^  weekly  BMetings>' 
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bove  mftintained  a  lone,  laborious,  but  at 
length  successful  stryggle  against  their  nu- 
merous and     prejudiced  associates.     In- 
deed,  he  seems  wonderfully  to  congratu- 
late himself  on  the  peculiar  felicity  of  his 
discernment.     He  appears  to  have  been 
favoured,  for  some  mysterious  purpose,  no 
donbt,    with   a   spirit  of  political  second 
sifl;fat ;  to  have  harboured  suspicions  '*  for 
which  he  could   assign  no  cause ;  and  to 
have  detected    the   fermentations  of  re- 
venge and  conspiracy,  when  they  escaped 
the  notice  of  every  body  else."     These  dis- 
coveries,  too,  we>e  made  at  a  time  when 
the  promulgation  of  them  "  produced  no 
small  degree   of  heat  and  controversy  at 
the  weekly  meetings'* !  !     It  is  enlivening, 
however,  to  learn,  that  an  assembly^  pos- 
sessing so  powerful   an  influence  on  the 
public  welfare,    is  at  length   restored  to 
compaVative  harmony :    "  There   is    not 
now,"  thank  heaven !  "  above  two  or  three 
^vho adhere  to   their  old  opinions";  and 
we  must  hold   ourselves  deeply  indebted 
to  your  correspondent,  for  the  interesting 
intelligence,  whatever  be  the  precise  ob- 
ject ofhts  communications:  whether  it  be 
to  eulogize  his  own  preternatural  sagacity, 
or  utterly  to  confound  and  demolish  those 
two  Of  three  refractory  spirits,  who  remain 
impervious  to  remonstrance, 
**  And  who,  tboogh  vanquished,  yet  will  ar- 
gue still.'' 
At  one  time,  indeed,  it  should  seem,  these 
disconsolate   disputants   were  alnoost   re- 
duced to  silence  and  despair.     How  un- 
lucky then  must  we  regard  the  arrival  of 
those  inflammatory  "  papers^' !   and  how 
ought  we  to  pursue  with  execration  those 
artful  writers  who  have  given  ardour  to  stu-, 
pidity,  and  language  to  dmnh^bundedness ! 
'— 1  fear,  Mr.  £ditor,  you  will  be  more  dis- 
posed to  admire  my  temerity  than  my, 
prudence,  in  presuming  to  take  the  field 
against  a  foe  so  formidable ;  in  daring  to 
frown  defiance  on  one  who  enjoys  the 
stated  advantages  of  hebdomadal  discus- 
>9on,  and  who  domineers  over  the  politics 
of  a  neighbourhood.    But,  Sir,  I  must  de- 
f^Siie  that,  notwithstianding  the  laboured 
ingenuity  of  your  correspondent,  I  do  still 
think  the  "  mode  of  reasoning,*'   upon 
^hich  he  has  lavished  his  animadversions, 
neither  manifestly  unfair,  nor  particularly 
implicated  :  and  why  he  should  choose 
to  represent  his  refractory   brethren,  as. 
incapable  of  arriving  at  it  by  their  un- 
aided efforts  of  excogitation,  unless  by 
^y  of  contrasting  his  own  perspicuity 
Py  thsir  dulooss,  I  really  have  not  the 


pleasure  to  comprehend.  How.far  the  rea- 
soning of  the  club  may  partake  of  the  above 
mentioned  qualities,  remains  to  be  examin- 
ed.— The  general  propositions,  laid  down 
with  such  imposing  formality,  by  your 
correspondent,  I  am  fully  disposed  t6  ad- 
mit. It  is  very  certain  that  the  evidence 
of  testimony  unsupported  by  correlative 
circumstances,  is  mainly  regulated  by  the 
value  of  personal  character;  that  th6 
'*  bias  of  interest"  will  render  it  suspici- 
ous ;  and  that  the  violation  of  truth  will 
justify  us  in  "  setting  it  aside,  as  totally 
"unworthy   of  belief"      Let  us   look  a' 

little  at  the  application  of  these  data 

Mrs.  Clarke,  for  the  benevolent  purpose 
of  paying  her  upholsterer's  bill,  thinks 
proper  to  prefer  a  charge  against  Colonel 
Wardle,  the  very  ejcistence  of  which,  ac- 
cording to  "  a  Lover  of  Truth,"  she  had 
most  unequivocally  denied  in  the  house 
of  commons.  Here  we  have  both  interest 
and  contradiction.  Now  for  the  infer- 
ence— That  her  accusation  is  false,  her 
testimony  worthless? — I  thank  you,  says 
our  acute  logician ;  but  that  is  not  exactly 
the  purpose  for  which  my  propositions  were 
schemed.  I  brought  them  forward  not 
to  uphold  the  "  sinking  cause"  of  Col. 
Wardle,  believe  me,  but  to  assist  the  Duke 
of  York. — In  the  name  of  common  sense, 
Mr.  Editor,  why  should  his  royal  highness 
be  hooked  up  so  triumphantly  ?  In  what 
respects  can  Mrs.  Clarke's  saying  or  un- 
saying her  story  of  negociation  prove  or 
disprove  a  charge  perfectly  distinct  ?  How 
can  her  '*  variance  of  testimony,"  in  this 
instance,  bear  up(m  a  case  in  which  there 
is  ho  variance.  Her  general  credibility  as 
a  witness,  indeed,  it  may  and  does  aflect : 
her  unsub^antiated  evidence  it  may  and 
does  impair ;  and' if  this  be  all  your  corres- 
pondent has  fatigued  his  faculties  to  evince, 
1  would  beg  leave  to  tell  him,  he  has  only 
undertaken  to  prove  what  every  man  in 
his  wits  was  folly  convinced  of.  But  he 
must  excuse  me  for  adding,  that,  so  long  as 
he  has  stamped  no  contradiction  on  the 
proof  of  connivance  ;  so  long  as  he  leaves 
It  in  medio  vvhether  that  proof  do  rest  on 
"  unsupported  testimony,"  he  has  gained 
nothing  to  his  purpose.  The  former  in- 
deed, he  has  attempted,  by  convicting 
Mrs.  Clarke  of  a  practical  falsehood  in  the 
very  fact  of  accusing  Col.  Wardle  !  but 
the  latter  he  has  wittily  tossed  over  to  a 
"  friend." — As  for  Mrs.  Clarke,  it  is  by  no 
means  my  intention  to  perplex  myself  with 
her  defence.  I  consign  her  to  the  maledic- 
tion of  *'  the  club"  without  remorse.  This 
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iofarlated  leader  of  a  triumpbaoi  majority 
may  pour  open  her  devoted  head  the  whole 
storm  of  his  accumulated  vengeaoct:-  He 
is  perfectly  welcome.  But  can  he  be  ii^- 
norant  thaC,  in  so  doing  he  is  esseiitialiy 
befriending  the  *'  sinking  cause,"  of  Col. 
Wardle  ?  Can  it  possibly  escape  his  self- 
praised  discernment,  that  upon  this  very 
Linge — the  incredibility  of  her  interested 
and  contradictory  testimony  —  Colonel 
Wardle's  justification  entirely  turns  ?  — 
Your  correspondent.  Sir,  professes  to  be 
disconcerted  with  the  "  urtfairness"  of  the 
*'  iQode  of  reasoning,"  assumed  by  Mr 
Cobbett  and  other  writers,  in  favour  of 
Colonel  Wardle:  apparently  unsuspicious 
that  th^  whole  course  of  his  own  argu- 
mentation is  diametrically  opposite  to  that 
first  taken,  by  their  disinterested  adversa- 
ries, on  the  occasion  of  the  trial.  Far 
from  attempting  to  convict  Mrs.  Clarke  of 
contradiction,  they  hailed  her  return  to 
their  broken  and  dispirited  ranks  with  the 
most  extravagant  exultation.  Far  from 
calling  into  question,  in  this  instance,  the 
credibility  of  her  depositions,  they  ge- 
nerously entertained  every  word  of  them  ; 
and  were  even  willing  to  pardon  her  former 
deviations  into  propriety,  in  their  first  flush 
of  gratitude  for  this  new  and  almost  un- 
hoped-for display  of  perfidy.  Now,  in 
opposition  to  this  ridiculous  inconsistency, 
I  do  contend,  it  was  perfectly  ^air  to  argue, 
that  if  Mrs.  Clarke's  testimony  was  so 
very  immaculate  when  ofl«red  against  Mr. 
Wardle,  it  was  not  absolutely  incredible 
when  produced  against  the  Duke  of  York; 
that  if,  as  a  credible  witness,  she  stigma- 
tized Mr.  Wardle  with  negotiation,  his 
royal  highness,  by  parity  of  reasoning, 
could  not  possibly  be  exonerated  from  con- 
nivance. But  now  steps  forward  a  con- 
troversialist of  a  new  description :  who 
thinks  proper  to  shi'ft  the  around  of  the 
argument;  who  skulks  behmd  the  artil- 
lery, and  then,  with  a  bravery  truly  ad- 
mirable, derides  its  ineffectual  fire.  As  a 
defender  of  corruption,  we  may  pardon  this 
ingenious  writer  for  his  adroitness:  his 
conduct  is  equally  fair  with  that  of  the 
generality  of  his  friends : 


,,— , , —  mule  verum  examinat  cmnis 

Comiptus  judex  : 

but  as  a  "  Lover  of  Truth"  we  must  pro- 
nounce him  guilty  of  most  flagrant  in- 
fidelity to  ills  mistress. — But  this  new  po- 
sition; is  it  more  tenable?  This  new 
course,  is  it  more  direct  ?  in  my  humble 
t>pimoD,iH)t  an  inch : 


lile  unistrorsum,  hie  dextcorsum  abit ;  qui 

atrique 
ErroTy  sed  variis  iiiudit  partibos — 

For  who,  I  ask,  but  one  habituate  to  the 
evevksting  wranglings  of  a  weekly  vigils 
would  ever  think  of  mainiainiog,  that  the 
point  blank  contradictions   of  this  mis- 
guided woman,  should  confirm  her  credi- 
bility in  one  instance,  and  destroy  it  in  ano- 
ther ;  and  that  too,  when  the  proof  of  dis- 
hourable  coUusion  in  Col.  Wardle,  reste 
infinitely  more  on  contradictory  and  unsub- 
stantiated   evidence,    than   the    proof  of 
connivance  in  the  Duke  of  York.    Your 
correspondent.    Sir,    calls  her    evideooe 
in    the  fi>rmer  case    "  consittatt  ;**    and 
yet    (mark  the  absurdity  of  error)  is  ac- 
tually at  the  pains  of    shewing  that  k 
daring  even  to  assert  the  charge,  she  stands 
clearly  convicted  of  deliberate  falsehood. 
— What !    was  the  testimony  delivered  in 
xcourt,  indeed  more  ''  free  from  the  strong 
bias  of  personal  interest,' '  was  it  mll^ 
more  clear  and  better  supported  than  tbt 
produced  in  parliament  ?     The  witnesses 
to    collateral    facts  were    perhaps  siore 
nwnerwaf    This,  I  should    think,  would 
hardly  be  imposed  on  "  the  club."    Tk 
parties  then  were  less  interested  in  the  re- 
sult ?     Possibly,  though    I   confess  I  do 
not  recollect  that  even  erne  witness  was 
interrogated,  who  had  1,90G/.  depending  on 
the  inquiry,  or  whose  profits  were  aogweirf- 
ed  in  proportion  to  the  extravagance  of  a 
confederate.  Or,  lastly,  were  *'  truth/'  aod 
"  justice"  out-faced  by  the  specious  purity 
of  reputation  ?  This,  indeed,  seems  a  point, 
not  undesirable  to  your  correspondent's 
argument.     But,  y^t.  Sir,  as  far  as  I  can 
find,    the    leading  witness   was  in  both 
cases  the  same ;    and  it  is  certain,  her 
character  sustained  a  much  severer  scru- 
tiny in  the  house  of  conunoos,  than  in  the 
court  of  King's  Bench.     U  there  were 
some* of  our    representatives,  who    in* 
dulgcd  their  eloquence,  in  "  expatiatiQg 
on  her  fine  feelings,  and  her  beautifal  efi- 
dence,"  there  were  others,  who  did  not 
scruple  to  handle  those  faie  feelings  veiy 
roughly;,  and   to  twist  that  hem^  eri- 
dence,  into  every  ponibitity  of^distortion. 
Indeed,  Sir,  I  am  greatly  mistaken,  if  it 
will  not  puszle  more  than  theawi&M^ 
efforts  of  your  two  ingenioas  correspon- 
dents to  prove,  that  Mrs.  Clarke's  deposi- 
tions vi'ere  received  in  evidence  upon  trost; 
or  that,  supposing  her  then  toha^edivulged 
her  pretensions  to  infamy  anddishonoufi 
much  more  ctndd  lu^ve  been  done  in  at- 
tempting to  digest  the  cwrreot  of  piWi<^ 
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attendcm  from  inoonteatiblefax^is,  to  flimsy 
declamation. — With  regard  to  coLWardle's 
cfaaraKrter,  though  a  '.'sinking?  one,  I  am 
happy  to  observe,  that  the  remarks  of  yoar 
correspondent  open  it,  are  much  less  defa- 
matory, than  opon  that  of  the  amiable  per- 
fidous.     He    has  not  launched   against  it 
the  sanse  bold  and  animated  ratiocination : 
nor   has   he  inhumanly  attempted  to  im- 
pale it  on  the  horns  of  a  "  dilemma.**  Satis- 
fied with   announcing  in  the  outset,  the 
profound  discoveries  of  himself  and  a  few 
"  others,  who  constituted  a  very  small  mi- 
"  nority  at  the  weekly  meetings/'   he  has 
prudently  left  the  demonstration  of  them, 
to  the   sagacity  of  his  readei*s :    for,  I  do 
not  hud,  in  ttie  sequel  of  his  communica- 
tion, even  the  abortion  of  an  attempt,  to 
bring  to  light  those  "  lurking  motives  that 
"  would  not  bear  exposure/*  to  chastise  Mr. 
Wardlc  for  the  *'  indecent  eagerness  of  his 
''accusations,''  or  to  enlarge  upon  the  mean- 
**ness   and  vulgarity  of  his  patriotism/' 
—In  fine,  Mr.   Editor,  not  to  extend  this 
discussion  beyond  all  bounds,  I  would  only 
beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  intempe- 
nte  hilarity  a-ssumed  by  the  hirelings  of 
m'mistry,  and  the  advocates  of  corruption, 
on  the  occasion  of  this  trial,  is  not  more 
ridiculous,  thxn  it  is  impolitic.     By  their 
eagerness  in  c  atching  hold  of  this  twig  of 
hope,  they  have  only  discovered  the  ex- 
tent t£  their  former  despondence.     They 
mr^bt  have    spared  this  manifestation  of 
tbeir  weakness.     The  reputation  of  Col. 
Wardle  is  not  a  bubble  that  hangs  on  the 
breath  of  popular  applause.     His  fame, 
however  they  may  wish  it,  is  not  yet  de- 
coct ;  and  I  will  venture  to  predict,  that 
'  his  "  noble  and  disinterested  defiance  of 
**  power/'  will  be  viewed  with  admiration, 
long  after  the  premature  dirges  of  these 
^iitty-mongers    have   beei^  despised  'and 
tfe  forgotten. 

Absint,  inani  fbnere,  nsnie, 
Loctusque  turpes,  et  querimonis ; 
C&it^ace  clamortm  ;  ac  sepulcri 
Mitte  supervacuui  honores. 
T  W.  Sept.  1  Uh.  Vabius. 

OFnCIAL  PAPERS. 

fiwiDiTioN    TO    Holland.  —  (continued 

from  p.  416.^ 
t  add  a  ikt  of  the  enemy's  ships  no^ 
"*  right.  I  received  the'  same  at  Ter 
9^>Wi  at  eleven  o'clock,  where  I  spent  the 
^^g^  h  is  possible,  before  night,  there 
y*y  be  some  farther  movement*  Yester- 
^y  some  French  pinnaces  arriyed  at  Fort 


Batbz,  but  afterwards  proceeded  again  to 
Lillo.  1  know  not  whether  the  French 
army  has  made  a  movement.  The  com- 
munication with  the  Prince  de  Ponte  Corvo 
is  become  more  difficult,  and  thi^  is  cer- 
tainly the  reason  why  I  have  received  no 
answer  to  my  letter  of  the  4th. 

The  Marshal  of  Holland,  IKjmonceau. 

At  the  Chapel  at  Ter.  Goes,  6tli  of  Sept. 
2  in  the  afternoon. 

(Here  follows  a  list  of  the  vessels  observ- 
ed, amounting  in  all  to  218.) 

Report  from  M€nrshal  Dumonceau,  fee. 

Sire  ;  Fort  Bathz  was  taken  on  the  4tb, 
yoOr  Majesty's  anniversary.  This  enter- 
prise appears  to  have  caused  the  greatest 
astonishment  to  the  enemy.  The  same 
evening,  I  proceeded  to  Bergeu-op-Zoom, 
where  I  arrived  with  all  my  troops  at 
night.  Adm.  Ruijsch  and  gen.  de  Mellcft^ 
governor  of  the  place,  gave  me  all  the  as- 
.sistance  in  their  power,  in  order  to  col- 
lect the  vessels  necessary  for  the  trans- 
port of  the  troops  with  which  I  was  to  re- 
pair to  S.  Beveland.  We  embarked  on 
the  5th,  abbut  noon.  On  quitting  the 
harbour,  several  of  the  vessels  stranded  ;  I 
followed  with  the  remainder,  and  arrived 
at  five  in  the  evening  before  Wemeldingen* 
The  enemy,  who  was  at  anchor  at  the 
distance  of  one  and  an  half  cannon  shot„ 
saw  our  movements,  without  making  any 
attempt  to  interrupt  them,  and  aJl  my 
troops  were  disembarked  without  any  ac- 
cident. Our  horses  could  not » be  disem« 
barked  till  the  morning  of  the  0th  ;  and 
during  the  night ,  the  enenjy  amused  him- 
self with  sending  some  soldiers  in  sloops, 
who  fired  with  musketry  upon  our  vessels, 
which  were  protected  by  a  battalion  of 
the  3d  regiment  of  the  line.  Af^er  the 
disembarkation,  I  sent  three  companies  of 
chasseurs  to  take  possession  ofdie  town  of 
Ter  Goes,  and  I  went  thither  likewise  with 
major-general  Stedman,  Chief  of  the  gene- 
ral StdE  At  seven  o'clock  wc  entered 
amid  the  ringing  of  bells,  while  the  mas- 
ter of  the  hor.se,  and  lieut.-gen,  Bruno, 
one  of  your  Majesty's  best  s^enerals,  col- 
lected his  troops  around  Wemeldingen. 
On  the  6th,  at  day -break,  the  general  pro- 
ceeded with  three  battalions,  to  Ter  Go6s, 
while  two  battalions  were  placed  behind 
the  Sloe. — ^During  the  night,  and  at  day- 
break, I  was  informed  that  the  hostile  force 
which  environed  me  was  still  considerable, 
We  saw  21 S  vessels  as  well  firigates  as 
brigs  and  cutters  without  counting  boats, 
which,  from  the  mist,  could  notbe  count- 
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•d.  The  enemy's  fleet  in  the  East  Scheldt 
was  drawn  up  at  Zierikzee  before  the 
Keeten,  and  above  by  Stavemisse^  while 
11^0  ships  were  moored  in  the  West 
Scheldt,  from  Bonselen  to  Baarlajad.  Thii 
being  our  situation,  we  were  somewhat 
exposed  ;  but  when  the  enemy  perceived 
that  we  were  up  the  Sloe,  and  that  our 
riflemen  were  arrived  at  Elieweuudyk 
where  he  stood  in  great  force,  he  thought 
himself  more  exposed  than  we  were;  for 
during  thb  evening  and  night,  he  withdrew 
on  the  one  side  to  Flushing,  and  on  the 
other  behind  Zierikzee,  and  in  the  Room- 
pot.^Wben  our  riflemen  came  to  Elle- 
weutsdyk,  the  enemy  who  occupied  that 
Tillage  retreated,  and  our  voltigeurs  made 
a  few  prisoners.  Seijeant  Smit  alone  took 
four  Englishmen  prisoners,  so  mnch  were 
they  confounded. — Since  yesterday  morn- 
ing the  enemy  had  not  approached  South 
Beveland ;  he  occupies  Walcheren,  and  is 
raising  six  or  seven  batteries,  each  of  (bur 
'pieces,  on  the  Sloe-bank,  in  order  to  de- 
fend the  passage. — Leaving  general  Bruiiv) 
the  care  of  watching  the  enemy,  I  yester- 
day proceeded  to  Batz,  taking  with  me 
captain  of  engineers  Van  Ingen,  a  distin- 
guished young  officer,  whom  I  cannot 
too  strongly  recommend  to  your  Majesty. 
—Intelligence  which  arrived  yesterday 
evening,  announces  that  the  enemy  is  eva- 
cuating Ter-Vere.  Your  Majesty  may  be 
assurea,  that  I  shall  take  all  pos.able  care 
to  obey  faithfully  the  instructions  your 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  give  me*  I 
'  have,  auring  the  few  hours  since  I  have 
been  here,  prepared  every  thing  fbr  car- 
rying on  my  operations.  I  am  about  in- 
f  tantly  to  depart  from  hence. 

'*  Marshal  DuiiONCEAu/' 

Amsterdojn,  Sept.  7. — ^The  following  are 
the  particulars  contained  in  the  Official  Re- 
port concerning  the  passage  of  our  army 
from  Brabant  to  South  Beveland : — On  the 
4th  inst.  general  Heiligers,  in  consequence 
of  intelligence  gained  by  reconnoitring  a 
few  days  before,  placed  himself  at  the 
head  of  a  company  of  voltisreurs  of  the 
1st  regiment  of  chasseurs,  and  a  company 
of  carbiniers,  and,  during  the  ebb,  avail- 
ing himself  of  the  distance  at  which  the 
English  ships  were,  waded  wirh  his-  party 
up  to  their  shoulders  in  the  water,  over  a 
passage  of  more  than  a  league,  and  of 


which  the  path  was  rery  narrow,  and  foil 
of  holes,  and  in  spke  oi  the  stream,  and 
the  holes  in  the  bottom,  these  chasseurs 
succeeded   in  crossing,  withoat  losing  a 
single  man.     What  increases  the  loerit  of 
this    enterprise    is,   the    oecessiiy.  under 
which  they  were  of  undertaking    it  pre- 
cisely at  3  o'clock  of  the  afiemoon,  when 
the  ebb  was  at  the  lowest :  at  which  time 
a  gloomy  tempest  deprived  the  st>ldiers  of 
the  sight  of  the  island  and  fort    The  short 
duration  of  the  ebb  did  not  allow  a  greater 
number  of  men  to  wade  over ;   aud  the 
army  remained  on  the  shore  for  a  long  time, 
uneasy  concerning  the  detachment,  as  the 
continuance  of  the  storm  did  not   permit 
them  to  perceive  whether  the  fort  defended 
itself. — At  length,  at  seven  in  the  even- 
ing, the  Dutch  flag  was  seen  waving^  on  the 
fort.     An  express  wa^  then  sent  to  Ant- 
werp.    The  prince,  general  in  chief  of  tb« 
Trench  army,  was  informed  of  it  at  nine  in 
the    evening,    and  announced    it    at  the 
Theatre  of  the  city. — ^The  chasseurs  an^ 
carbiniers  were  received  by  the  inhabitanis 
of  Bathe,  with  the  most  lively  denaonstra- 
tions  of  joy^  amid  the  continued  shouts  of 
Long  live  the  King !  Gen.  Heiligers  praises 
the   intrepidity    and   valour  of   captains 
Schuurmen  and  Tabor,  as  well  as  of  the  lieu- 
tenants of  engineers  Comabe  and  Wolf  dc 
Westerholt.     It  was  impossible   Ibr   the 
little  corps  to  make  sreat  haste,  f<urroaad- 
ed  by  dangers;    and  yet  obliged   to  end 
their  march  in  consequence  of  the  flar* 
of  the  tide ;  a  moment's  delay,  or  indeci- 
sion, would  have  been  fatal  to  them. — 
His  Majesty,  desirous  to   recognise    the 
service  rendered  by  these  brave  men,  and 
the  dangers  to  which  they  exposed  them- 
selves, without  any  hope  of  retreating,  and 
without  being  terrified  by  the  numlKtrs  of 
the  foe ;    who,  they  knew,  were  oa  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  has  reivarded 
them,  through  general   Heiligers,  by  ex- 
pressing to  him  his  satisfaction  at  their 
conduct.     He  has  granted  promotion  to 
the  before  mentioned  officers ;  and  ordered, 
that,  without  distinction  of  rank,  all  those 
who  were  in  the  detachment  of  general  * 
Heiligei^,  should  wear  on  the  left  side  of 
the    coat   an    embroidered    sabre.     The 
soldiers,    and    non-commissioned  officers; 
shall,  during  the  campaign,  enjoy  double 
pay. 
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"  Tbe  people  of  Vienna  seem  to  vie  with  «ach  other  in  demonstrations  of  \ove  an<l  veneration  of  the 
'*  Emperor  Napoleon,  vhom  they  justly  regard  as  their  deliverer.  They  have  entered  into  a  volun- 
*'  tary  sntMcription,  for  the  pur^jose  of  erecting  a  statue  of  biro  in  bronze ;  aud,  they  propose  holding  a 
*^  Jubilee  on  the  aimivenary  of  tbe  battle  of  Wagram."—— Mom iteub. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Thb  Jubilee. ^Thjs  would  seem  to  be 

tke  year  <tf  Jifbilee^ :  for,  the  people  of 
WanaxOf  of  Madrid,  of  Vienna,  of  Naples, 
and  of  many  othjer  places,  are,  by  the 
public  prints,  said  to  be  making  bonfires 
and  illuminations,  and  singing  2V  Deums ; 
ihtt  is  to  say,  singing  psalms  of  praise  to 
fipid.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that,  in  these  in- 
itanceS)  God  is  to  be  thajiked  for  the  birth, 
life,  and  deeds  qf  the  Emperor  Napokop, 
and  "  for  the  manifibld  blessings  enjoyed 
under  his  benignant  sway ;"  whereas  our 
people  propose  to  thank  God  in  form,  to 
sing  psalms  of  praise  to  their  Creator,  for 
tbe.  birth,  life>  and  deeds  of  our  King,  a^d 
**  for  Che  blessings  enjoyed  under  his  be- 
nignant  sw  ay  ;*'  and,  moreover,  to  be- 
stow, at  the  same  jime,  a  few  execrations 
Tipon  that  «ame  Napoleon,  on  whom  the 
^r  natians  of  Europe  are  bestowing  so 
many  blessings,  and  whom  our  people 
assert  tp  be  a  ffespot,  a  merciless  squeezer 
^d  grinder  of  his  abjicct  sui^ects,  and, 
indeed,  whom  some  of  them  accuse  of 
being  a  most  profound  hypocrite  himself, 
while  every^  aye  every,  member  of  his 
iamily,  femaje  as  well  as  male,  is  so  cor- 
nipt  iQ  heart  anil  ^o  loatlisome  in  carcass, 
a»  to  be  fit  for  little  else  than  to  be  thrown 

to  the  duog-hili.r Buonaparte's  people 

never  describe,  in  this  way,  our  sovereign 
*nd  his  family ;  or,  I  have  missed  the  de- 
scriptions ;  but,  ought  npt  .our  jubilee 
People  to  be  cautious  how  they  thus  de- 
scribe a  sovereign,  whom  so  many  cities 
su^  nations  seem  resolved  to  honour  with 
public  rejoicings  ?  Surely  tho§e  who  live 
U44er  a  maq's  ^way  must  Know  him  best  ? 
THte  people  at  Paris  must  know  the  Em- 
Pfrof  Napoleon  better  than  we  can  know 
him.  They  may  have  a  taste  difterent 
from  qofB ;  but,  then,  observe,  our  taste  is 
^  dl|^r«nt  from  theirs.  Our  people  think 
it  strapge,  that  ^  French  can  like  such  a 
•overeigij  as  Napoleon;  but,  our  people 
*l^ould  not  forget,  that  it  is  possible,  that 
tbe  Freiith  may  think  it  as'  strange,  that 
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we  should  like  such  a  sovereign  as  Greorge 
the  Third.  In  short,  seeing  that  the' 
French  are  our  enemies,  and  are  likely  to 
continue  such,  I  think  we  act  very  impru- 
dently in  goading  them  in  this  way  about 
their  **  state  of  slavery,'*  It  appears  to 
me,  that  our  wise  way  would  be  to  let 
them  remain  iii  ignorance  of  the  great  bless-r 
ings,  which  we  exclusively  enjoy,  and 
which,  hitherto,  they  have  not  seemed  dis- 
posed to  envy  us.  Why  should  we  fret 
ourselves  about  their  slavery  ?  Let  them 
be  slaves,  if  they  choose  it,  so  long  as  we 

remain  so  free   and    so  happy. It  is 

peculiarly  unfortunate,  loo,  that  thes9 
"  wretched  slaves"  should  be,  as  it  were 
out  of  mere  spite,  making  jubilees  all  over 
the  Empire,  and  praising  God  for  preserv- 
ing the  life,  and  prolonging  the  reign,  of 
the  man,  who,  as  our  people  assert^  rules 
them  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  robs  them 
almost  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  In  an- 
swer to  this,  our  jubilee  people  tell  us, 
that  these  indications  of  love  and  gratitude 
are  not  sincere ;  that  tho  people,  t})e  real 
people,  of  France,  Austria,  Spain,  Italy, 
Poland,  &c.  &c.  hate  him  and  his  autho- 
rity, and  every  limb  and  branch  and  shoot 
and  bud  of  his  debauched  and  corrupted 
family,  than  which,  as  is  asserted,  there 
is  not,  in  all  history,  ancient  or  modem,  an 
instance  of  any  one  family,  in  any  nation, 
or  in  any  rank  of  life,  more  completely 
void  of  every  tiling  like  principle,  whether 
of  morality  or  of  honour  ;  and,  that,  of 
course,  so  far  from  rejoicing,  and  praising 
God,  for  his  existence,  they  would,  if  left 
to  their  own  will,  if  unrestrained  by  the 
innumerable  troops  that  every  where  have 
a  bayonet  pointed  at  their  breasts,  put  up 
public  prayers  for  his  extermination,,  lest, 
by  any  accident,  his  race  should  be  multi- 
plied.—-Now,  though  this  answer  may 
do  very  well  with  men,  assembled  over 
the  bottle,  and  particularly  with  such  as 
are  able  to  bear  the  verses  of  the  pensioned, 
poet,  Fitzgerald,  yet,  I  am  afraid,  that  per- 
sons, who  take  time  to  reflect,  will  not  be  so 
easily  satisfied  with  this  answer;  or,  if  tb«y 
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(thouldy  I  am  afraid  they  will  be  led  to 
draw  therefrom  conclusions  unfavourable 
to-  the  motives  of  our  jubilee  people ;  be- 
cause, if  it  be  a  fact  well  established, 
tnd  unequivocally  acknowledged,  that, 
in  several  other  countries  of  Europe,  the 
people  do  make  bonfires,  dance,  illumi- 
nate their  houses,  drink,  gorge,  and  sing 
anthems,  in  honour  of  a  man,  whom  they 
wish  at  the  devil,  we  come  to  this  dilem- 
ma, either  to  allow,  that  there  may  be  a 
doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  our  jubilee,  or 
that,  the  people'  of  all  those  countries 
[atl  the  Comment,  indeed)  are  a  set  of  des- 
picable wretches,  and,  of  course,  not  at 
d I  likely  "  to  assist,"  as  Pitt  used  to  call 

it,  "   in  their  own  deliverance,'* The 

Jubilee  discussiions,  in  the  London  Com- 
mon Coqncil,  have  been  very  interesting, 
and  cannot  fail,  in  due  time,  to  produce  a 
good  effect.  The  proposition  to  hold  a 
jubilee  has  given  rise  to  remarks  upon 
the  occurrences  of  the  last  50  years  ;  it 
has  caused  some  to  be  informed  of  what 
they  never  heard  of  before,  and  some  to 
be  reminded  of  what  they  had  forgotten. 
Afler  having,  as  they  thought,  carried  a 
measure,  intended  to  set  the  example  of 
boozing  and  gormandizing  and  carousing 
all  over  the  country,  drowning  the  senses 
and  recollection  of^  the  nation  in  toasting 
and  cheering  aiiyj  hallooing^  the  movers  of 
this  measure,  though  not  much  subject  to 
blushing,  have  been  driven  to  abandon  it, 
and,  instead  of  going  to  a  taoem,  they 
have  agreed  to  go  to  churchy  instead  of  a 
drtmk,  tiey  have  agreed  to  have  a  thanks- 
giving,  But,  this  is  a  trifle  compared  to 

what  has  been  gained  in  another  way. 
These  discussions  have,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
most  clearly  pointed  out  to  the  Lioery  of 
London  the  importance  of  their  right  to 
gleet  the  members,  of  their  Common-Council ; 
but,  of  this  I  shall  say  more  in  my  next ; 
and,  in  the  meanwhile,  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
commend to  the  reader  a  careful  perusal 
of  what  passed  at  the  last  City  meeting, 
and  whtcb,  if  I  have  room  for  it,  shall  be 
inserted  in  another  part  of  this  Number. 

PfSTotLiNG  Privy  Counsellors. — ^— In 
lay  last,  I  stated  the  substance  of  the 
complaint  of  Lord  Castlereagh  against 
Mr.  Canning  ;  but,  now  we  have,  through 
the  news-papers,  this  complaint  slated  in 
the  Lord's  own  words.  This,  and  the 
like  of  it,  are  most  valuable  documents  ; 
they  are  precious  memorials  of  the  con- 
duct and  character  of  our  '•  statesmen  ;" 
of  these  servants  of  the  king;  these  men, 
I9h»  had  on  th«ir  side  a  mwrity  of  the 


House  of  Commons;  these  far-faaed 
Anti -Jacobins ;  these  tangible-shape* 
men  ;  these  life-and-fortune  and  holy- 
altar  men  ;  these  men,  who  made  war 
for  the  support  of  the  dignity  of  govern^ 
ment,  for  social  order,  and  "  our  holy  re- 
ligion ;"  these  valorous  stand-makert 
against  popular  encroachment ;  these  de- 
fenders of  the  House  of  Brunswick  against 

a  Jacobinical  Conspiracy. Come,theq, 

let  us  have  their  mutual  accusations:  let 
us  hear  what  they  say  Qne  of  the  other ; 
let  us  put  their  characters  upon  record  in 
their  own  words. 

«  St,  James' s-square,  19/A  Sept,  180J>. 
*'  Sir, — It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  enter 
"  into  any  detailed  statement  of  the  cir- 
**  cumstances  which  preceded  the  recent 
"  resignations. — It  is  enough  for  me,  with 
"  a  view  to  the  immediate  object  of  thii 
"  letter,  to  state,  that  it  appears  a  propo- 
"  sition  had  been  agitsfted,  without  any 
"  com mtmi cation  with  me,  for  my  removal 
"from  the  War  Department;  and  that 
"  you,  towards  the  close  of  the  last  Session, 
'*  having  urged  a  decision  upon  this  ques- 
"  tion,  with  the  alternative  of  your  «e- 
"  cedinff  from  the  government,  procured 
"  a  positive  promise  from  the  JDukc  of 
*'  Portland  (the  execution  of  which  you 
"  afterwards  considered  yourself  entitled 
'*  to  enforce),  that  such  removal  should  be 
"  carried  into  effect.  Notwithstanding  this 
"  promise,  by  which  I  consider  you  pro- 
**  nounced  it  unfit  that  I  should  remain 
"  charged  with  the  conduct  of  the  War, 
•'  and  by  which  my  situation  as  a  Minis- 
"  ter  of  the  crown  was  made  dependent 
"upon  your  will  and  pleasure,  you  con- 
*'  tinned  to  sit  in  the  same  Cabmet  with 
"  me,  and  to  leave  me  not  only  in  the 
*'  persuasion  that  I  possessed  your  confi- 
"  dence  and  support  as  a  colleague,  but 
*'  you  allowed  me,  in  breach  of  every 
''  principle  of  good  faith,  both  public  and 
"  private,  though  thus  virtually  supers^d- 
•'  ed,  to  originate  and  proceed  in  the  exc- 
"  cution  of  a  new  enterprise  fif  the  most 
"  arduous  and  important  nature,  with  your 
"  apparent  concurrfence,  and  ostensible  ap- 

''  probation. You  were  fully  aware  that 

"  if  my  situation  in  the  Government  had 
**  been  disclosed  to  me,  I  could  not  have 
*'  sfibmitted  to  remain  one  moment  in  of- 
"  fice,  without  the  entire  abandonment  of 
'*  my  private  honour,  and  public  dwty. 
t'  You  knew  I  was  deceived,  and  yoo  con- 
i'  tinued  to  deceive  me. — I  am  aware,  it 
c'  may  be  said,  which  I  am'^ready  to  ic- 
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<(«««#«-N-«4f-  provi- 
"  sions  are  very  expensive.  The  quantity 
"  of  sour  wine  and  bread,  sufficient  to 
"  keep  a  man  alive,  for  twenty- four  hours, 
"  cannot  be  procured  under  two  or  three 
"  dollars.  General  *****  I  am  happy 
"  to  inform  you,  is  quite  Well.  For  my  own 
"  part,  I  am  neither  well  nor  ill ;  but,  1 
"  am  eertata,  I  should  be  much  better,  had 

"la  little  more   to   eat. P.  S.     T/ie 

"  whole  of  the  a»imtmition  is  ordered  to  he  dcs- 
"trowed  this  evening.  I  have  just  received 
"orders,  to  get  ready  to  march  to-nior- 

"  row." The   gentleman,  who  writes 

thiSi  is  not  a  man  to  exaggerate  either  dis- 
tresses or  dangers.  What  a  pretty  situa- 
tion, then,  must  this  army  oi  deliverers  have 
been  m  ?  A  pound  of  bread,  or  flour,  is  not 
eoougb  to  keep  a  man  alive  upon  a  march ; 
and,  besides,  how  was  the  flour  to  be 
cooked?  Only  think  of  the  number  of  poor 
craitores,  who  must  have  dropped  by  the 
\ny,  during  those  seven  dreadful  days  of 
march;  and,  think  of  the  expence,  when, 
to  keep  a  man  alive  for  twenty-four  hours, 

the  food  co8ttU7a  doll((wi^yLt  least ! Such, 

Edglisbmen,  is  the  war,  which  the  Anti- 
Jacobins  are  carrying  on  for  Ferdinand 
VIL  and  the  ancient  order  of  things,  or,  as 
the  pasti-y-cook  orator  had  it,  for  the 
**  khj  altats^^  of  Spain.  Such  is  the  war, 
the  object  of  which  was  first  proclaimed  by 
Mr. Canning,  at  the  London  Tavern, amidst 
liie  loud  plaudits  of  the  Jews,  Contrac- 
tor!, Jobbers,  and  Makers  of  Paper-Money. 
Such  is  the  war,  the  object  of  which  I 
always  reprobated,  and  which  reproba- 
tion, the  hireling  prints  asserted,  arose 
from  "  the  direct  instigation  of  the  devil." 
-^ — Here  is  another  of  the  feats  of  the 
Anti-Jacobins ;  here  is  another  pf  their  ex- 
ploits; here  is  another  of  those  blessings,  for 
which  they  bid  u?  be  thankful.  Verily, 
it  is  tbe  nation's  fault ;  for,  had  the  na- 
tion possessed  either  sense  or  spirit,  things 
never  could  hare  come  to  this  pass.  Will 
it  be  believed,  hereafter,  (that,  after  the 
fate  of  Sir  John  Moore  and  his  army ; 
after  the  woful  experience,  which  they 
had  of  the  disposition  of  the  people  of 
Spaing  of  their  total  indiiicrence  as  to 
which  party  triumphed;  and  of  the  in- 
evitable consecjueace  of  penetrating  into 
the  heart  pf  Spaing  will  it  be  believed, 
that,  with  all  this  before  their  eyes,  the 
same  ministers  should  send  more  troops  on 
the  same  errand,  and  that  a  general  should 
be  fooud  to  expose  his  army  in  the  same 
manner  ? Being  upon  this  topic,  I  can- 
not kelp  i^oticing  a  curious  pass^fe  ia  the 


--Talaveras  Campaign,  l&JQ 

INIoruing  Chronicle  of  the  lOtli  Instant, 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  my  J^ord  ofTalft- 
vera,  whom,  as  the  reader  ^iil  recollect, 
this  same  Morning  Chroiiicle  did,  not 
many  weeks  ago,  and  since  the  battle  ef 
Talavera,  place  *'  in  the  very  FJRSTltANK 
"  of  British  heroes.**— — His  tone  is  now 
changed,  and  he  says :  **  Our  expedition 
"  to  Spain,  in  a  moment  apparently  the 
*'  ffiosi  auspicious,  whin  the  necessities  of  the 
"  Fi-ench  Eiti^yeror  had  forced  him  altiiost  to 
"  abandoirthe  Peninsula,  h^s  ended  only  in 
''  the  dear-bought  glory  of  a  single  battle. 
"  Oyr  i^allant  General  took  it  into  his  head 
*'  to  imitate,  as  he  conceived,  the  example  of 
"  the  great  Captain  of  the  Age ;  and  be- 
"  cause,  in  several  instances,  Napolecni 
"  had  conquered  by  ihe  rapidity  pf  his 
*'  movements,  thoug/it  that  nothing  was  umtH* 
*'  ing  to  success  but  rapidiJt/.  Lord  Wel- 
**  lington  either  liad  not  the  judgment,  or  he 
"  did  not  give  himself  the  time  to  discrimt- 
"  nate  between  the  situations  in  which 
'*  Buonaparte  had  been  quick,  and  thoae^ 
'*  in  which  he  had  been  slow  in  his  ppora- 
''  tions.  If  he  had  allowed  himself  time, 
'*  even  for  recollection,  he  would  have  seen 
"  that  that  consummate  wanior  decided 
"  on  his  line  of  conduct  in  every  kistanoe 
"  on  its  own  peculiar  circumstances. 
"  When  he  had  to  altack  an  enemy  like 
"the  Austrians,  where  preparation  had 
"  been  made  to  receive  him,  he  viewod 
"  their  enemies  magazines  as  collected  for 
**  his  use ;  and  regardless  of  all  the  maxims 
"  of  ancient  warfare,  by  an  extraordinary 
"  effort  of  seemingly  desperate  rashness, 
'<  he  threw  himself  into  the  country  of  his 
*'  opponent,  and  seized  on  the  stores-of  the 
"  enemy  for  his  own  subsistence. — But  not 
/'so  when  he  entered  the  peninsula  of 
*' Spain.  —  He  was  well  aware  that  fee 
"  could  6nd  no  magazines,  no  stores,  no 
"  provision  in  a  country  which  had  been 
"  so  long  subjected  to  a  government  of 
"  superstition  and  ignorance,  and  accord- 
"  iugly  before  he  Entered  Spain  with  his 
"  army,  he  had  occupied  nine  months  in 
"  preparing  his  provision,  and  providing 
"  the  means  of  its  conyeyancc.  The  con- 
"  trast  is  lamentable.  The  testimony  of 
"  every  oflScer  in  Lord  Wellington's  array, 
"  who  has  communicated  with  his  friends, 
"  is  against  t/ie  line  qf  conduct  which  he  put^ 
'<  suid.  He  thought  only  of  rapidity,  and 
"  apt  of  subsistence.  He  harried  on,  out- 
"  stript  his  Conunissariat,  forced  himself 
*'  into  a  predicament  from  which  be  could 
"  not  escape  without  fighting,  and  in 
"  which  he  could  reap  nothing  but  honour 
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"  by  the  sacrifice  of  one  fourth  of  his  fol- 
*'  lowers/' And  this  man,  qftcr  his  ad- 
vance to  Talavert^,  was,  by  this  same  print, 
this  same  Morning  Chronicle,  placed  *'  in 
"  the  very  first  rank  of  British  heroes  !" 
■What  is  the  cause  of  this  change? 
Why,  an  opinion  newly  entertained  by 
the  editor  of  the  Morning  Chronicle,  that 
the  Wellesley  family  will  join  with  Mr. 
Perceval,  and  so  keep  his  friends  and  him- 
self out  of  place  and  out  of  the  receipt  of 
the  public  money.  This  is. the  reason, 
and  the  only  reason,  of  this  change  of  lan- 
guage. Now,  therefore,  the  Wellesleys 
are  to  be  pulled  down  as  much  as  possible. 
Oh!  these  are  miserable  politics,  Mr. 
Perry.  Really  it  were  fat  better  for  you 
to  hire  out  the  whole  of  your  columns  in 
a  sort  of  backbiting  advertisements  and 
paragraphs  against  individuals,  whom  you 
envy,  thaii  to  endeavour  with  practices 
iike  these  to  keep  up  the  show,  the  mock- 
ery, of  public  writing. In  quitting,  for 

the  present,  this  subject  of  the  Talavera 
Campaign,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  notice, 
that,  some  days  ago,  there  appeared  in  the 
London  news-papers,  a  paragraph,  an- 
nouncing, in  very  concise  terms,  the  arrival 
©f  GfioRGB  Fitz-Clarence,  Esq.  from 
Spain.  Now,  I  do  remember  me  of  a 
youth  of  this  name,  who  went  out,  it  was 
«aid,  in  the  army  of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley, 
and  about  whose  ]ion-heai*ted  disposition, 
whose  terrible  eagerness  to  be  at  the 
French,  a  vast  deal  was  said  in  the  news- 
papers. Does  not  the  reader  recollect 
that  he  was  said  to  have  driven  a  great 
many  post-horses  nearly  to  death,  in 
order  to  get  to  Portsmouth  in  time  ? 
Doubtless,  if  he  be  come  home,  business  of 
great  Importance  must  have  brought  him ; 
and  therefore,  I  did  expect,  that,  before 
now,  we  should  have  had  some  impor- 
tant news  communicated  to  us. It  is 

very  curious  to  observe  what  has  taken 

5 lace  as  to  the  Emhaa^  to  Spain.  First 
Ir.  Frere,  one  of  the  partners  in  the  firm 
of  Anti-Jacohin  prose  and  poetry,  was  ap- 
pointed by  Mr.  Coming,  another  of  the 
firm,  to  represent  his  majesty,  N£AR  the  king 
of  Spain,  Ferdinand  VII,  who  was  safe  in 
France,  in  one  of  Napoleon's  palaces, 
where  he  was  at  best  a  state  prisoner. 
This  gentleman  has  been  immortalized  by 
a  brother  of  Sir  John  Moore,  who  has^  pub- 
lished a  book,  in  justification  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  tmfortunate  general,  and  in 
which  book  Mr.  Frere  makes  a  conspicu- 
ous figure.  Next,  Marquis  Wellesley  is 
^  go^  in  order  to  take  the  place  of  Mr. 


Frere,  but  with  a  higher  rank  ;  and  now, 
if  report  be  true,  he  is  to  come  home,  and 
Mr.  Frere's  brotha-  is  to  supply  his  place. 

1  should  like  to  see  the  items  of  charge 

against  this  nation  lor  the  Spajiish  Em- 
bassy.     Good  God,  what  expence! 

Oh  !    but  1  cannot  away  with  this  notion 
of  recalling  Marquis  Wellesley.    This  is, 
I  will  frankly  confess  it,  a  mortification 
that  I   shall   scarcely  Survive.      What! 
bring  away  our  Eastern  conqueror,  before 
he  can  well  have  begun  to  arrange  h'u 
plans  ?     He  was  sent,  we  were  told,  to 
infuse  spirit  into  the  Junta,   and  hardly 
can  he  have  begun  to  blow,  when  he  is  to 
be  called  home  again.     No,  no :  he  mast 
not  come  yet.     Fll  petition  the  King  to 
be  graciously  pleased   to  keep  him  there, 
'till   he  has  measured  his  strength  with 
Buonaparte.      Have  not  the  wise  men, 
who  write  in  the  Morning  Post  and  the 
Courier,  always  told  us,  that  the  Marqois 
was  the  only  "man  to  match  Buonaparte? 
Why  not  let  him  remain,  then,  in  a  place 
where  he  will  have  a  fair  chance  of  giving 
effect  to  our  long-entertained  wishes  ?-7- 
This  recal  of  the  Marquis,  if  true,  is  a  very 
grievous  thing.    The  Marquis  vxnt  out  when 
Duonapdrte  xaas  said  to  have  been  drfeatcd  at 
Aspem ;    and,  shall   it  be     said,  that  he 
comes  home  now^  when  Buonapartd  may 
be  expected  to  return  speedify  to  Spain  f 
Oh,  no !     For  the  world  I  would  not  have 
the  noble  Marquis  come  back,  till  the 
contest  in  Spain  is  completely  decided.   I 
think,  too,  that,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, he  will  not  come  back.    Let 
us,  however,  keep  our  eye  upon  the  Pe- 
ninsula, and  see  what    moves  are  made. 
There  is  little  fear  but  things  will  go  well 
at  last,  if  we  do  but  observe  narrowly*  and 
bear  in  mind  wh^ii  we  observe,  not  su&ring 
our  attention  to  be  drawn  off  by  Theatre- 
rows,  or  by  the  toasting,  and  boozing  and 
canting  of  the  Jews  and  Contractors. 

Jacobin  Guineas. That  his  Majesty^ 

own  portrait,  stamped  on  gold  too,  and  in  a 
year  of  jubilee,  should  be  concerned  in  a 
conspiracy  against  him  and  his  govern- 
ment, would  be  a  thing  not  to  be  believed, 
if  it  was  not  so  positively  asserted  by  so 

many   credible   witnesses. The    hired 

news-papers  do,  indeed,  throw  the  blamf, 
not  upon  the  guineas,  but  upon  those  who 
buy  them  up,  whether  to  hoard  or  to  ex- 
port. This  will  not  do.  It  is  the  guineai 
themselves  that  are  to  blame,  if  any  o"* 
is,  for  their  retreat  from  circulation.  Tbev 
will  not  stay  to  circulate  amongst  so  mach 
dirty,  iU-looking,  wotthless  paper.    Nent 
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"  which  it  abounds,  than  that  I  will  cheer* 
"  fully  give  to  your  Lordship  the  satisfec- 
"  tion  which  you  require.     1  am,  &c. 
George.  Canning." 
Lord  Viscouni  Castkreagh,  Sfc,  Sfc. 


**  knowledge,  that  when  you  pressed  for  a 
"decision  for  my  removal,  you  also 
"pressed  for  its  disclosure,  and  that  it 
"  was  resisted  by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and 
"  some  members  of  the  Government  sup- 
"  posed  to  be  my  friends.  But  I  never  can 
"  admit,  that  you  have  a  right  to  make  use 
"  of  such  a  plea,  in  justification  of  an  act 
"  afiecting  my  honour,  nor  that  the  senti- 
"  ments  of  others  could  justify  an  acquies- 
"  ceiice  in  such  a  delusion  on  your  part, 
"  who  had  yourself  felt  and  stated  its  un- 
"  fairness.  Nor  can  I  admit  that  the  head 
"  of  any  administration,  or  any  supposed 
"friend  (whatever  may  be  their  motives), 
"  can  authorize  or  sanction  any  man  in 
"such  a  course  of  long  and  persevering 
"  deception.  For  were  I  to  admit  such  41 
"principle,  lAy  honour  and  character 
"would  be  from  that  moment  in  the  dis- 
"cretion  of  persons  wholly  unauthorised, 
"and  known  to  you  to  be  unauthorised,  to 
"  act  for  me  i a  such  a  case.  It  was  there- 
"  fore  your  act  and  your  conduct  which  dc- 
"  ceived  me  ;  and  it  is  impossible  for  me 
"  to  acquiesce  in  being  placed  in  a  situa- 
^  tion  by  you,  which  no  man  of  honour 
"  could  knowingly  submit  to,  nor  patient- 
"ly  suffer  himself  to   be  betrayed  into, 

"without  forfeiting  that  character. 1 

"have  no  right,  as  a  public  roan,  to  resent 
"your  demanding  upon  public  grounds, 
"  my  removal  from  the  particular  office 
**  I  nave  held,  or  even  from  the  Ad- 
"  ministration,  as  a  condition  of  your  poa<- 
**  tiauing  a  Member  of  the  Government. 
"But I  have  a  distinct  right  to  expect  that 
"a  proposition,  justifiable  in  itself,  shall 
"  not  be  executed  in  an  unjustiBabJe  man- 
"  ncr,  and  at  the  expence  of  my  honour 
"and  reputation.  And  I  consider  thai 
"  you  were  bound,  at  least,  to  avail  your- 
"self  of  the  same  alternative,  namely, 
"your  own  resignation,  to  take  yourself 
"  ootofthe  predicament  of  practising  such  a 
"  deceit  towards  me,  which  you  did  exer- 
"ciscin  demanding  a  decision  for  ray  re- 

"moval. Under  these  circumstances,  I 

"  must  require  that  saiirfaction  ^xom  you  to 
**  which  I  feel .  myself  entitled  to  lay 
"claim.    I  am,  &c. 

Castlereagh." 
The  Bight  Hon-  George  Canning, 

Gloucester' IjMlge,  Sept.  20, 1809. 
"  My  Lord, — ^The  tone  and  purport  of 
"  your  Lordship's  letter,  which  I  have  this 
"  iBoroent  received^  of  course  preclude  any 
"  other  answer  on  my  part  to  the  roisap- 
"  preheoiioBs  aad  Hiisrepres«QtatioBs  with 


Before  I  proceed  to  remark  upon  th« 
nature  of  the  facts,  as  thus  authentically 
stated,  I  cannot  help  asking  the  reader, 
whether  he  believes,  that  a  person,  who 
would  write  such  a  letter  as  that  of  Lord 
Castlereagh,  would,  by  any  merchant  in 
London,  be  taken  into  his  counting-house, 
at  J  50  pounds  a  year 1  take  these  let- 
ters from  the  news-papers,  aud,  as  articles 
there  found,  I  publish  them  ;  buf,  really, 
it  can  scarcely  be  believed,  that  a  man, 
through  whose  hands  so  much  of  letter- 
writing  must  have  passed,  should  hdv« 
penned  any  thing  go  completely  confused. 
At  last,  indeed,  one  gets  at  the  meaning ; 
but,  in  what  way  ntust  affairs  be  under- 
stood, if  left  to  such  hands  ? Tht  mean- 
ing, however,  appears  to  be  this,  that  Mr. 
Canning  was  guilty  of  "  a  breach  qf  every 
"  principle  qf  good  faith,  both  public  and  prt^ 
"  vote ;  *  that  he  knew  Lord  Castlereagh 
to  be  deceived,  and  that  he  *'  continued  ta 
*'  deceive  him;**  that  he  pursued  a  long 
course  of  "persevering deception;"  and  that, 
therefore.  Lord  Castlereagn  demands  satis- 
faction of  him.— Now,  it  is  not  w«,  Ja-? 
cobins,  who  say  these  things  of  Mr.  Can- 
ning, who  reviled  us  as  conspirators.  If 
the  letters  be  authentic,  it  is  Lord  Castle- 
reagh ;  it  is  his  colleague  ;  H  is  his  bro- 
ther Pittite  ;  it  is  his  yoke  mate ;  it  is  thf 
man,  at  the  very  close  of  the  last  session 
of  parliament,  he  called  his  "  nohlefiiend,'* 
This  is  the  man,  under  whose  hand  and 
seal  his  character  is  uow  given  to  th« 
vrorld.-> — i,  for  my  part,  care  not  one 
straw,  whether  the  facts,  stated  in  this 
letter,,  be  true  or  false.  Not  a  single  straw 
do  1  care;  but,  thi«i  nobody  can  deny, 
that,  unless  the  facts  be  true,  the  accuser 
is  a  very  impudent  liar. — "-To  be  sure,  if 
the  facts  be  true,  a  point  which,  T  repeat, 
I  care  nothing  about ;  but,  if  they  be  true, 
what  a  pretty  figure  does  Mr.  Canning 
make  ?  He  demands  that  Lord  Castle- 
reagh shall  be  removed  from  his  office, 
and  makes  this  a  condition  of  bis  remain 
ing  in  the  ministry  himself ;  and  yet,  he 
sits  in  the  same  cabinet  with  him  long 
afterwards,  and  sutlers  him  to  plan  and 
execute  measures  of  a  magnitude  unpa- 
ralleled in  the  history  of  this  lons^  and 
perilous  war.  All  this  time,  eren  after  he 
has  obtained  a  positive  promise  that  I^rd 
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CftstleFeagh  sl^all  be  put  outof  oiTice,  he 
Mtys  noi.  a  word  to  Lord  Castlcreagh  upon 
the  subject;  wver  expressts,  to  his  < ace, 
any  objection  to  Ivim  ;  works  against  him, 
behind  h'li  back,  in  nhe  manner  }he  most 
etlectual;  and,  what  is  worse  than  all  the 
resit,  puffers  the  inanageinent  ol*  the  war  to 
ren»u»  in  bis  hands,  se^ s  him  fit  out  an 
expedition  of  enormous  expence,  ivhile  it 
was  ne^tt  to  impossible  that  bo  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) could  wish  that  expedition  success. 

-J l^e  remark  airways  to  be  loade,  upon 

these  occasions,  is,  that  we,  Jacobins,  hate 
had  no  hand  in  the  matter.  It  is  not  we 
who  say  these  things  of  Mr.  Canning  ;  it 
was  not  We  w  ho  obtained  a  (promise  for  the 
turning  out  ot  Lord  Castlereagb,  nor  did  we 
ev*;r  call  him  our  "  nol>le  friend  ;**  we  had 
noihlfig  to  do  with  tlieWalchcren  expedi- 
tion, or  with  the  Talavera  campaign  ;  we 
hare  laid  on  none  of  the  taxes,  nor  made 
any  of  the  treati*'s.  The  whole  of  the  na- 
tion's concerns  have,  from  the  beginning 
of  debt  and  war  to  the  present  day,  been 
in  the  bands  of  the  "  loyal/'  in  the  hands 
of  those  who.  call  us  mob  and  traitors. 
Well,  then,  if  these  concerns  be  in  a  bad 
way,  Bnd  not  fault  with  us  ;  if  the  coun- 
try be  ill  a  state  of  peril,  and  if  it  be,  at 
last,  become  a  question,  w4ictlier  England 
be  able  to  preserve  herself  a<iainst  the  at- 
tacks of  France,  let  the  nation  blame  others 
than  the  Jacobins  for  what  has  happened  ; 
tof,  it  is  notorious  that  she  has  fallen  into 
this  siate,  while  Ik- r  pectMiiary  and  perso- 
nal resources  have  aii  been  at  the  absolute 
disposal  of  those,  who  have  constantly  de- 
cried the  principles  and  views  of  the  Jaco- 
bins.  For   about  sixteen  years,  there 

has  been  going  on  a  regular  attack,  on  the 
part  of  the  people  in  place,  upon  a  certain 
description  of  j>ersons,,  to  whom,  because 
it  was  become  very  hateful,  they  gave  the 
nam€  of  Jacobins,  and  this  name  they  have 
invariably  given  to  every  man,  who  has 
dared  to  complain  of  their  doings.  Owing 
to  various  causes,  the  trick  b^s  succeeded  ; 
and,  though  it  now  deceives  but  fevr 
people,  the  Anti-jacobms,  or,  the  loyal,  have 
constantly  beaten  the  Jacobins,  have  kept 
all  th^  power  amongst  themselves,  and 
have,  in  all  cases,  acted  in  direct  and  stu- 
died opposition  to  the  well-known  and  clear- 
ly-expressed wishes  of  the  Jacobins.  They 
have  beaten  us  ;  they  hatve  had  their  w  ill ; 
their  principles  have  triiimphed  over  ours. 
Nothing,  therefonj,  can  be  more  just,  or 
more  reasonable,  than  for  us  to  disown  the 
concern  ;  and,  if  the  nation  begins  iofitl, 
tf  iast,  to  request  it  to  look  for  an  account 


to  the  Anti-Jacobins.      We  have  had  no- 
thing at  all  to  do  with  the  matter.      It  is 
to  our  revilers  that  the  nation,  whom,  for 
my  part,  I  do  not  pity,  has  to  look.     We 
care  not  any  thing  about  the  old  disputes  : 
we  will  not  begin  the  discussion  anew  : 
this  is  the  point;    that  you  have  badj^wr 
wiil:  you  have  done  just  what  you  pleased  t 
are  the  people  satisfied  with  the  result  ?   If 
they  be,  much  good  may  it  do  them ;  and, 
if  tiiey  be  not,  on  you  let  them  throw  the 
blame  ;  to  the  Anti-jacobins  let  ihem  look 
for  a  rea-^on  w  by  they  now  suffer,  and  why 
the)'  expect  further  sufferings. 

-  Talavera's   Campaign. After    the 

publication  of  the  substance  of  the  Gene- 
ral Order,  said  to  have  been  issued  at  Lis- 
bon against  the  circulating  of  bad  neUiS,  it  ^^'o  uld 
l)e  foolish  in  any  one  to  expect  any  but 
good  news  from  that  quarter.  Now,  we 
get  no  news;  and,  as  the  saying  is,  no 
neivs  is  good  news.  T  have,  indeed,  before 
roe,  a  letter  from  an  officer  in  my  Lord 
Douro^s  army  which  contains  some  par- 
ticulars worth  knowing,  and  which  parti- 
culars I  shall  here  state,  only  observing, 
that  I  know  the  writer  very  well,  and  that 
I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt  of  the  truth 

of  the  statement. ^The   letter  is  dated 

on  the    1  ^th  of  Angust,  in  the  Camp   nemr 

TruxiUo, "  You  must,"  says  the  writer, 

'*  long  *ere  this,  have  had  a  more  correct 
**  account  of  the  circumstances  atlendiiig 
"  the  battle  of  Talavera,  than  it  is  in  my 
«  power  to  give.  On  the  1st  of  August, 
"  our  wounded  were  not  all  taken  off  the 
*'  field,  and,  when  we  left  Talavera,  tkey 
<<  were  putting  the  dead  bodies  in  heops^  emi 
'' BURNING  themr  *  «  *  ♦  *  ♦ 
c<  *  «  *  *  The  sick  of  the  army 
"  amotmts  to  nearly  eight  thousand  men. 
"  Our  effective  strength  to  between  six  and 
•'  ^etcn  thousand.  The  light  brigade,  which 
"  left  England  last,  has  suffered  more  than 
'*  any  of  the  anny.  Fow  of  the  ofircers 
"  of  the  43rd  died  within  the  last  two 
"  days,  and  they  have  now  Hvettiy-six  sick 
"  in  that  regiment.  .  The  men  of  the  dif- 
**  ferent  regiments,  composing  that  bri- 
"  gade,  are  in  a  dreadful  state.  The 
"  greater  part  of  our  wounded  and  sick 
«*  were  taken  by  the  French,  at  Placencia, 
"  Aropeza,  and  Talavera ;  but,  the  French 
"  are  reported  to  be  taking  the  greatest 
"  care  of  them. — Our  march  from  Arope- 
"  za  to  this  place  was  sevei^,  the  troops 
"  having  only  half  a  pound  of  bread  and 
"  the  same  quantity  of  flour  a  day,  to  sub- 
"  sist  on  during  seven  days,  the  weather 
"  dreadfully  hot,  and  wy  Httie  water. 
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of  yotir  imputations  against  as  Jacobins  of 
flesh  and  blood,  therefore.  If  there  be 
jacobinism  at  the  bottom  of  the  evil,  it  is 
in  the  guineas  themselves  and  not  in  us. 
To  be  sare,  I  must,  for  myself,  confess, 
that  I  wish  success  to  the  guineas ;  that  I 
wish  them  to  beat  the  nasty  mashed  rags ; 
that  I  wish  to  see  some  of  the  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  those  who  are  gulling 
the  public,  and,  in  fact,  cheating  them,  re- 
duced to  follow  some  honest  occupation ; 
but  I  never  will  allow,  that  we  Jacobins 
have  bad  any  hand  in  this  any  more  than 
in  the  war-matters.  The  "  great-man-nau)' 
"  nchfHorc ;"  that  object  of  the  joint  praises 
of  Lord  Grenville  and  Lord  Grey  ;  he, 
whose  debts  we  were  taxed  to  pay  ;  he, 
whom  to  bury  and  to  raise  a  monument  to 
whose  memory  we  were  taxed ;  aye,  that 
was  the  man,  the  ffrand  financier,  who  ma-  , 
naged  all  the  banking  affairs,  who  caused 
the  bank  notes  to  be  made  virtually  a  legal 
tender ;  aye,  that  was  he ;  it  was  that 
"  great  man,'*  who,  at  once,  put  down  ja- 
cobins and  made  •*  a  war  qf  finance*'  upon 
the  French.  Do  not  blame  us,  then,  for 
these  jacobin  tricks  of  the  guineas.  It  was 
he,  to  whose  memory  the  worthies  of  the 
short  parttament  compelled  us  to  pay  for 
the  building  of  a  monument :    it  was  he 

who  inundated  the  country  with  paper. 

Aye,  it  was  that  idol  of  the  Jews,  jobbers, 
and  loan-mongers ;  it  was  he,  who,  a  hun- 
dred times,  declared,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  the  war  with  the  French  was  a 
9ien  war  <tf finance!  Aye,  it  was  he  (oh, 
that  he  was  still  on  earth !)  who,  year  afler 
year,  promised  this  deluded  nation,  that 
the  French  were  just  upon  the  point  of 
being  ruined;  nay,  who  told  us,  that  they 
were  ruined,  beggared,  and  starving 
<tOod  heavens !  Look  back,  reader,  to  the 
date  of  those  empty,  those  shallow- pated 
predictions,  and  look  at  what  now  is.  The 
Anti-jacobin  Pitt  and  his  Anti-jacobin  fol- 
lowers had  their  will;  they  persecuted, 
they  put  down,  they  silenced  their  oppo- 
nents at  home ;  they  have,  even  until  now, 
done  what  they  pleased  with  all  the  re- 
sources of  the  nation  :  And,  lo !  that 
France,  that  very  France,  which,  in  the 
ytfar  1795,  they  said  was  ruined,  is  now  the 
mistress  of  Europe  ;  that  Frahce,  which, 
even  at  a  later  period,  they  had  prepared 
plans  for  parcelling  out,  now  has  assumed 
such  an  attitude,  has,  during  their  unceas- 
ing hostility,  arrived  at  such  a  pitch  of 
greatness  and  of  physical  strength,  as  to 
mtke  it  matter  qf  boast  with  these  her 
Awmermtnacen,  that  Ac  has  not  yet  subdued 


England.' It  was  a  war  qf  finance  th^i 

Pitt  waged,  and  a  war  of  starvation,  Eu- 
rope cannot  have  forgotten  his  measures 
for  preventing  provisions  from  going  to 
France,  in  a  time  of  dreadful  scarcity ; 
nor  can  they  have  forgotten  the  /orging  qf 
assignais  in  London,  under  the  authority  qf 
the  government,  and  sending  them  to  France, 
in  order  to  ruin  the  finances  of  that  coun* 
try.  Well,  what  is  the  result  of  this 
"  great  man's  '*  war  aeainst  the  pwrse  and 
the  belly  of  the  French  ?  What  is  the  re- 
sult ?  Why,  we  are  now  endeavoming  to  ob^ 
tain  com  from  Prance ;  and,  while  our  cur- 
rent coin  flees  the  society  of  our  countless 
millions  of  paper-money,  France  abounds 
in  gold  and  silver,  and  knows  none  of  the 
evils  of  a  paper-currency ;  and,  which  is  a 
very  curious  fact,  I  am  credibly  informed^ 
that  a  great  quantity  of  X^uis  d'ors,  or 
Napoleon  d*ors,  were  purchased  by  us  in 
the  islands  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  in  or* 
der  to  be  sent  out  on  the  Walcheren  Ex- 
pedition ! Such,  thus  far,  has  bee^n  th(B 

result  of  the  Pitt  "  war  qf  finance."  And, 
yet,  do  we  find  people  so  foolish,  or  so  im- 
pudent, as  to  assert,  that  this  was  a  great 
statesman.  They  will,  in  all  human  pro- 
bability, suffer  for  his  having  had  autho- 
rity ;  and,  I  say,  let  them  suffer ;  for,  it  is 
next  to  impossible,  that  people  so  wilfully 
blind,  or  so  basely  bent,  should  suffer 
more  than  they  deserve. The  sub- 
ject of  astonishment  is,  how  any  man  can 
be  found  with  impudence  suflicient  to 
pretend  to  believe,  that  that  was  <'  a  great 
man,''  who  so  managed  the  afRiirs  of  this 
nation ;  who  so  used  its  resources,  of  all 
sorts,  as  to  render  it,  at  least,  a  mere  petty 
state  in  comparison  with  its  ancient  rroaL 
But,  again,  I  say,  suffer  foi*  it  they  will ; 

and,  again,  I  say,  let  them  suffer. ^To 

return  more  immediately  to, the  subject  of 
Jacobin  Guineas,  I  have  no  scruple  in  say- 
ing, that  I  think  it  a  subject  of  more  im- 
portance than  any  other ;  and,  for  this  rea- 
son, that,  as  long  as  the  present  system  of 
paper-money-making  lasts,  so  long  will 
last  the  abuses  and  corruptions  which  are 
eating  out  the  vitals  of  the  country.  View- 
ing the  subject  in  this  light,  I  cannot  help 
endeavouring  to  correct  the  errors  of 
others,  who  write  upon  tbe  subject ;  or, 
at  any  rate,  what  1  deem  errors.  With 
this  object  in  view,  I  here  insert  a  letter, 
published,  the  other  day,  in  the  Morning 
Chronicle  news-paper,  signed  L,  which 
letter,  as  far  as  it  goes  to  prove  the  depre- 
dation-  qf  bank  notes,  is  not  only  unexcep- 
tionable, but  is  excellent^    bat,  when  ft 
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comes  to  speak  of  a  remedy ;  of  the  bank's 
keeping  its  issues  of  notes  withm  due 
hounds,  he  does  not,  I  am  sure,  foresee  the 
consequences  of  what    he   recommends. 

The  letter  is  rather  long,  but  every 

word  of  it  is  well  worthy  of  the  attention 
of  every  father,  mother,  guardian,  and  of 
every  one,  who  thinks  of  acquiring  funded 

property. — *'  A  writer  in  your   Pa- 

*'  per,  under  the  signature  of  A.  Z.  acknow- 
**  ledges,  that  to  purchase  a  poimd  weight 
*'  of  gold  you  must  pay  in  Bank  notes 
"  651.  lOs.,  while  the  mint  or  standard 
*'  price  of  the  same  commodity  is  no  more 
"  than  4(3/.  14^.  6d,  and  yet  he  says  that 
"  Bank  notes  are  not  at  a  discount.  lam  of 
"  a  contrary  opinion,  and  the  fact  as  stated 
*'  above,  and  which  is  admitted  by  A.  Z.  is 
"  of  itself  sufticient  to  prove  it. — ^A  pound 
*'  of  gold  is  equal  in  weight  with  4-4  gui- 
"  neas  and  a  halt  and  when  taken  to  the 
*'  mint,  will  coin  into  that  number,  this 
"  pound  of  gold  will  cost  in  Bank  notes 
"  551.  \6s,,  and  when  coined  into  guineas 
"  it  passes  for  only  46/.  I  4j.  6d. ;  does  not 
"  this  furnish  a  proof  that  our  currency 
"  is  depreciated  ?  It  certainly  does  ;  and, 
*'  at  the  same  time,  it  presents  to  our  view 
*'  the  quantum  of  its  depreciation,  which, 
"  upon  551.  1 6s.,  is  Ol.  Is,  6(/.-— The  truth 
"  of  this  position  may  be  proved  by  any 
"  one  who  will  purchase  a  pound  ot  gold 
•♦  bullion,  for  which  he  must  pay  in  Bank 
"  notes  55L  I6s. ;  let  him  take  that  pound 
"  of  bullion  to  the  Mint  to  be  coineil  i*|to 
"  guineas,  he  will  have  returned  to  him  44 
,  *'  guineas  and  a  half;  they  will  weigh  cxact- 
"  \y  a  pound.  Now  let  us  see  what  these 
"  44  guineas  and  a  half  are  worth  as  cur- 
"  rency  in  the  purchase  of  goods ;  they 
*'  will  pass  for  no  more  than  46/.  14s.  Od., 
"  though  the  gold  from  which  they  were 
"  coined  cost  in  Banknotes  55L  Ids. ;  is  not 
"  this  a  proof*^that  Bank  notes  are  depre- 
•'  ciated  ?  That  they  are  at  a  discount  ? 
''  Again,  let  the  same  44  guineas  and  a 
*'  half  be  melted,  and  turned  once  more 
"  into  bullion,  they  will  instantly  recover 
^  their  former  value  with  respect  to  cur 
*'  rency,  and  will  sell  or  exchange  for  551. 
"  16*.  in  that  depreciated  medium.  The 
"  same  experiment  may  be  tried  upon  a 
''  smaller  scale  ;  buy  one  ounce  of  gold 
'*  bullion,  for  which  you  must  pay  in 
'«  Bank  notes  4/.  1 3s» ;  take  the  said  ounce 
"  to  the  Mint  and  it  will  coin  into  3/.  Ms. 
**  \0\d,  ;  by  this  operation  you  will  sus-. 
^  tain  a  loss  of  \5s.  1|(/.,  which  sum  is  the 
*'  depreciation  of  currency,  both  in  coin 
*f  jUid  Baok  notes^  o^^  to  usie  other  terms^ 


^  it    is    the    discount    on     4/.     15<.    in 
f  currency,    compared    with    bullion. — 
^  Gold  in  bulfion  is  the  currency  of  the 
'  whole  mercantile  world,  therefore  it  is 
'  not  in  the  power  of  any  particular  Go- 
^  vernment  to  fix  the  limits  of  its  price, 
'  which,  fur  that  reason,  will  always  pre- 
'  jserve  its  true  and  just  value — whefcas 
'  gold  in  coin  is  the  creature  and  child  of 
'  every  particular  Government,  over  which 
'  it  has  absolute  power  and  controul,  and 
'  the  current  \'alue  of  which,  by  varioui 
^  expedients,    it    can    raise    or    sink  at 
f  pleasure,  as  is  proved  by  the  financial 
'  history   of  every   country   in   Europe; 
'  therefore,  gold  in  coin,  viz.  in  guineas, 
f  is  no  standard  at  all  whereby  to  measure 
^  the  true  value  of  Bank  notes,  and  it  was 
^  a  want  of  attention  to  this  very  important 
'  point,    which    betrayed    your    corres- 
'  pendent  A,  Z.  into  an  error,  whtu  he 
'  concluded,  that,   because   guineas  and 
'Banknotes  are  of  equal  value  in  cur- 
'  rency,  therefore  Bank  notes  are  not  at  a 
'  discount. — Jt  is  true  that  a  pound  note 
^  and  a  shilling  will  buy  as  mud)  of  any 
'  commodity    as  a   guinea,   hence  many 
'  have  inferred  with  A.  Z.  that  Banknote 
'  are  not  at  a  discount',  this  inference  is  at 
^  first  sight  plausible,  theretore  calculated 
'  to  delude  the  unthinking ;  but  if  it  be 
f  tried   by   the   touch-;stone.  of  trurb,  it 
^  vanishes  in  a  moment,  and  we  discover 
f  the  plain  and  naked  tVxt  to  be  this — that 
^  the  Bank-note  is  positively  depreciated; 
^  that  this  depreciation  has  communicated 
f  itself  to  the  guinea,  consequently  they 
^  are  both  in  a  state  of  depreciation.    The 
'  great  quantity  of  Bank  notes  in  circula- 
'  tion   has  degraded  them  in  value,  and 
'  they,  in  their  turn,  have  brought  down 
f  to  their  own  level  the  smalF  quantity  of 
'  coin :  the  market  is  glutted  with  Bank 
f  notes,  whereby  they   are   depreciated, 
'  and,  in  their  fall,  thty  have  carried  doi£^ 
the  guirie/is  along    nUh    than;    but  this 
'  lamentable  eftect  could  not  have  been 
f  produced  without   the   co-operition  of 
'  two  powerful  causes. — ^First,  the  law  has 
•  made  it  felony,. ip  noelt  the  coin  of  the 
'  realm  ;    therefore,  though  it  roay  be 
'  done  to  a  very  great  pront,  and,  for  that 
^  reason,  a  tradesman  may  sell  bis  goods 
f  cheaper  for  guineas,  than  for  Bank  notes, 
f  and  reimbiirse  himself  by  meUing  the 
'  guineas,  and  selling  them  as  bullion,  y^^ 
^  he  is  deterred  by  tlie  severity  of  the  law, 
f  he  dares  not  make  two  distwd  prices,  b^ 
'  cause  it  would  deoionstr^te^  that  fc  inicndd 
'  to  melt  the  guineas,  qnd  thaxiy  commit  fd^^i 
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"  in  which  he  would  instmtly  lose  his  character, 

"  071^  xvould probabfy  be  ruined. — Secondly, 

*'the  law,  though  not  in  express  terms, 

"  yet  virtually,  has  made  Bank  notes  a 

"  legal  tender.    I f  a  man  owe  you  '20  guineas, 

**  he  may  tender  you  21/.  in  Bank  notes, 

"  and  should  you  reftise  to  accept  them  in 

"  discharge  of  the  debt,  you  are  not  allow* 

"  ed  to  arrest  him.     Thus  Bank  notes  are 

"  become  a  legal  tender,  which  is  equiva- 

"  lent  to  enacting  a  law  that  no  difference 

"  shall  be  made  in  current  value  between 

"  guineas  and  Bank  notes.     The  intention 

**  of  that  law  was  to  prevent  the  deprecia- 

"  tion  of  Bank  notes,  by  keeping  up  their 

"  value  to  II  level  with  that  of  guineas,  and 

''  so  long  as  the  quantity  of  Bank  notes  in 

''  circulation  vms  kept  within  proper  bounds, 

''there  was  no  depreciation^  but  as  soon 

''  as  Bank  notes  were  sent  into  circulation, 

"  in  greater  quantities  than  the  trade  of 

'*  the  country  required,  the  market  became 

"  overstocked  with  them,  and  they  sunk  ii) 

"  ralue,  and  in  this  state  of  things  it  was 

"  impossible  to  prevent  their  depreciation : 

"  but  the  power  of  the  law  had  put  them 

"  upon  a  lev^l  with  guineas,  and  ordered 

"  that  they  should  remain  so  :  it  therefore 

"  followed  •f  course,  that  the  depreciation 

'*  of  the  one  was  the  depreciation  of  the 

"  other,  for  the   law  having  bound  them 

"  together^  Bank  notes  sinking  in  vahie, 

"cvried  dawn  the  guinea^  with  them;  by 

"  these  means  the  whole  currency  of  the 

"  kingdom,  consistinff  of  a  grecU  quantity' 

"  of  Bank  notes  and  a  sffuUl  quantity  of 

"  guineas,  became  equally  depreciated. — 

"  To  prove  the  truth  of  this  statement,  let 

"  these  two  laws  be  repealed,  and  leave 

"^ineas,  like  other  things,  to  find  their 

"  value  unconnected  and  unfettered  with 

"  Bank  notes,  and  what  would  be  the  con- 

"  sequence  ?  They  would  instantly  sepa- 

"  rate  from  coin,  and  have  a  distinct  value. 

"  Guineas  would  then  be  estimated  as  bul- 

*'  Hon,  two  prices  would  be  made  in  every 

"  commodity  ;  one  for  bullion^  the  other 

"for  Bank  notes;    and  should  the   dif- 

'*  ference  be  from  1 6  to  1 7  per  cent.,  which 

"  B  about  the  present  proportion,  it  would 

"  follow,  that  Bank  notes  would  pass  in  the 

''market  at  16  to  17  per  cent  discount, 

"  and  that  in  purchasing  goo<ls,  a  Bank 

"  note  of  a  pound  would  pass  for  no  more. 

"^  than  about  16#.  $d.  sterling.     This  is  in 

"  re;^ity  about  the  price  for  which  they 

"  ttow  pass,  though  the  fact  is  concealed 

*'  ?^  bidden  from  the  unscrutinizing  eye, 

*tl  A^^^^^  ^y  ^^  violence  of  law,  guirietu 

*  «<**  been  de^ratlfd  along  with  Bmk  WHC9» 


and  the  degradation  being  common  to 
both,  it  is  not  to  be  discovered  by  com- 
parison. The  only  way  to  prove  the 
fact,  is,  by  referring  to  the  true  stand* 
ard,  gold  in  bullion. — The  general  de« 
preciation  of  currency,  is  to  be  dis- 
tinctly seen  in  the  rapid  increase  of 
prices,  that  within  a  short  time  h^ 
taken  place  in  all  these  commodities 
which  are  purchased  with  our  circulate 
lating  medium..  The  same  crisis  which 
seen^s  to  be  now  coming  on  in  this  couOf 
tiy,  look  place  in  France  ;  when  assig- 
nats,  bei|ig  issued  in  too  great  abundance, 
depreciated,  so  as  almost  to  los^  their 
value,  and  the  horrible  result  must  bp 
fresh  in  the  recollection  of  every  one. 
Should  the  depreciation  or  discount  on 
Bank  Notes  continue  to  increase,  there 
is  no  knowing  to  what  height  the  prices 
of  all  the  necessaries  and  conveniencies 
of  life  may  attain,  and  with  what  weight 
the  pressure  may  fall  upQn  the  public  ; 
they  n^ay  rise  so  high  as  to  become  oA 
m)st  unattainable,  except  by  the  rich^  and  th« 
consequences  may  be  dreadful. — If  then 
we  are  threatened  with  such  horrible 
caWmities,  wfy  is  not  a  remedy  instantly 
applied  f  Why  do  not  the  Bank  Diree« 
tors  keep  the  issue  of  their  notes  within 
due  bounds  f  And,  if  they  are  npt  so 
disposed,  why  do  not  Government  com^ 
pel  themf  Or,  why  does  not  our  Go^ 
vernment  order  them,  as  formerly,  ^ 
pay  their  notes  in  cash  ?  For  then  they 
could  not  keep  in  circulation  iQore  thaa 
the  commerce  of  the  country  required, 
their  notes  would  always  be  at  par  with 
bullion,  ^d  the  high  prices  of  commc^ 
dities  would  return  to  their  former  level; 
but  the  Bank  Directoi-s  may  have  mo- 
tives which  induce  them  to  overstock 
the  iparket  with  their  paper ;  the  more  • 
notes  thev  can  keep  out,  the  greater 
their  promts;  the  greater  their  profits, 
the  more  they  can  divide  in  the  shape 
of  interest  and  bonus ;  and  the  more 
they  divide,  the  higher  vvill  be  the  price 
of  their  atoqk.  This  accounts  for  thf 
late  enormous  rise  in  the  price  of  Bank 
stock,  while  the  QoveromeiH  Ainds  have 
coptini^ed  nearly  stationary.  By  per- 
sisting in  such  a  S|^<stem,  the  Directors 
of  the  Bank  paay,  in  a  short  time,  raise 
the  price  of  their  stock  to  300  peV  cent; 
or  upwards,  and  when  the  temptation  to 
enrich  themselves,  by  raising  the  pjrice 
of  their  own  stock,  is  so  very  great,  and 
is  at  the  same  time  completely  in  their 
power,  m^ynojt  human  fraiU/^.ttioHi* 
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*'  lated  by  ayarice,  yield  to  the  tenipta- 

"  tion." ^Upon  this  letter  I  have  first 

to  remark,  that  the  proqfqf  depreciation  is 
very  good  ;  that  the  point  is  clearly  and 
undeniably  established.  Yet,  I  must  ob- 
serve, at  the  same  time,  that  this  point  was 
as  clearly  made  out  before,  in  the  Political 
Register,  Volumes  IV  and  V,  and  VI,  and 
m  a  very  excellent  pamphlet^  published 
by  Lord  King  about  the  same  time.  In- 
deed, if  the  reader  will  just  torn  to  these 
Volumes,  under  the  heads  of  Finance,  Res- 
triction on  the  Bank,  Funds,  and  some 
others,  he  will  find,  that  the  writer  of  this 
letter  has,  without  perceiving  it,  repeated 
the  at^ments  and  many  pf  the  illustra- 
tions tnere  used  in  support  of  the  asserted 
depreciation  of  bank  paper, and  especially 
those  in  refutation  of  the  plausible  argu- 
ment, that  a  pound  in  paper  will  buy  as  much 

goods  as  a  pound  in  specie. This  point  of 

an  actually  existing  depreciation,  is,  then, 
a  pomt  settled.  No  one  but  a  fool,  or  a 
knave,  will  any  longer  deny  the  fact. 
And  this  being  the  case,  I  am  rather  sur- 
prized, that  so  clear-headed  a  person,  as 
he  who  writes  this  letter,  should  think  it 
amiss,  that  the  bank-stock  holders  divide 
more  per  cent,  than  formerly.  He  should 
recollect,  that  what  they  divide  is,  like  the 
rest,  depreciated,  I  do  not  know  any  thing 
of  the  names  of  their  trash,  which  they 
call  property ;  but,  I  will  suppose,  that  a 
man  was  fool  enough  to4ay  out  a  hundred 
good  pounds  in  gold  upon  a  thing  (call  it 
Stock,  or  what  you  will)  for  which  the 
Bank)  in  the  year  17Q2,  used  to  pay  him  5 
pounds  a  year.  I  shall  suppose  him  to 
have  been  fool  enough  to  leave  his  prin- 
cipal money  in  the  same  hands,  afler  Pitt 
openly  declared,  that  he  was  making  a  war 
of  finance;  and,  for  argument's  sake,  I 
will  beg  my  countrymen's  leave  to  sup- 
pose, that  some  one  amongst  them  was 
such  a  double-skulled  wretch  as  to  leave 
his  money  still  there  after  the  law  was 
passed  to  exempt  the  bank  from  paying 
their  promissory  notes;  and,  supposing 
all  thii,  it  is  cei-tain,  that,  unless  the  nominal 
amountof  this  man's  dividends  were  raised, 
he  would  in  reality  not  receive  much  more 
than  halfzs  much  as  he  received  when  he 
first  put  his  money  in  the  bank.  To  call 
it  the  same  sum,  therefore,  is  stupid;  it 
argues  a  want  of  capacity  to  combine 
ideas.  Yes,  sure,  five  pounds  is  still  five 
pounds  m  name,  but  it  is  not  the  same  thing, 
It  has  not  the  same  powers  of  purchase. 
For  ten  years  previous  to  the  year  1792, 
ikut  average  price  of  the  quartern  loaf  was 


under  seven  pence  ;  for  the  ten  years  end- 
ing with  this  year,  the  average  price  of 
that  loaf  will  have  been  nearly  aboat 
thirteen  pence.  "Oh!"  exclaims  some 
ricketty,  bandy-legged  Jew,  or  Jew-like 
Christian,  "  but  that  is  owing  to  the  deamm 
"  of  bread."  Why,  yes,  Moses,  it  is  so ; 
but^  the  dearness  of  bread,  Moses,  is,  in 
fact,  owing  to  the  cheapness  qf  money,  and 
that  cheapness  has  been  produced  by  the 
eternal  workings  of  your  mill  in  Thread- 
needle  Street. At  any  rate,  reader,  you 

will  take  hold  of  this  .plain  fact,  that,  be- 
fore 1792,  a  pound  in  money  would  pur- 
chase nearly  twice  as  much  bread  as  a 
pound  in  money  now  will,  and,  of  course, 
our  bank  stock  holder,  if  his  dividend  were 
not  nearly  doubled,  would,  in  fict,  lose 

nearly  one  half  of  his  iricome. ^But,now 

we  come  to  the  point  that  is  of  great  in- 
terest to  the  people  at  large  ;  and  that  is 
this  ;  that,  while  the  6<mA- stock-holder, 
who  is,  in  fact,  a  partner  in  the  banking 
house  in  Thread  needle  Street,  has  his  di- 
vidends augmented  in  nominal  amount,  in 
order  to  keep  pace  with  the  depreciation 
of  money,  the  man  who  has  his  money  in 
what  is,  drolly  enough,  called  "  TheFunit,** 
obtains  no  aus^mentation  of  the  nominal 
amount  of  his  dividends.  If,  for  instance, 
your  father,  by  will,  left  you,  in  the  year 
1792,  a  thousand  pounds,  in  "  The  Funds," 
compelling  you  to  keep  it  there,  you  then 
Received  as  much  interest  annually  as 
would  purchase  nearly  twice  as  much  hrtad 
as  you  can  purchase  with  that  same  in- 
terest now,  because  the  nominal  amount  of 
your  dividends  cannot  be  augmented,  as  in 
the  case  of  bank-stock,  where  the  part- 
ners in  the  concern  have  the  money-mill 
in  their  own  hands.  The  lathers  or  mo- 
thers, therefore,  who  would  thus  provide 
for  their  children  now,  must  be  either  very 
ignorant,  or  most  obstinate  brutes.  Seeing, 
however,  that  it  is  entirely  owing  to  the 
base  credulity  of  those  who  adore  banks 
and  funds ;  seeing  that  all  the  disgraces 
and  miseries  of  the  nation  are,  at  bottom, 
owing  to  this  description  of  baseness,  the 
more  these  people  suffer  the  better,  and 
there  is  a  consolation  -  in  reflecting,  that 
they  will  be  great  sufferers. The  au- 
thor of  the  Letter  before  us,  in  speaking 
of  the  destruction  qf  the  paper-money  » 
France,  which  arose  from  its  excessive 
quantity,  reminds  us  of  that  *'  horrible  ft' 
suit."  What  does  he  mean  by  **  horrttief^ 
I  see  nothing  horrible  in  the  annihilatiott 
of  a  nasty,  dirty,  debased,  cnrrcncyi 
printed,  like  shop-bills,  at  every  comsr  sT 
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pounds^  in  bank  notes,  the   guineas,   or 
notes,  then  become  the  sign,  or  represen- 
tatiTe,  of  the  capital  and  labour  expended 
in  producing  the  wheat.     The  same  may 
be  observed  of  any  other  article  of  manu- 
facture or  trade.     Likewise  a  bill  of  ex- 
change is  a  sign  of  the  accmnnlation  of  so 
much  capital  as  is  specified  by  the  amount ; 
aad  is  ot  no  value,  except  there  are  eifects, 
or  the  sum  mentioned  can  be  converted 
into  real  prope/ty.     The  guinea,  the  bank 
note,  or  bill  of  exchange,  are  considered, 
in  themselves,  of  little  intrinsic  value.     It 
is  their  being  the  sign  and  representation  of 
the  amount  of  the  accumulation  of  so  much 
real  capital ;  or,  in  other  words,  indostry, 
labour,  and   profit,   as  they  respectively 
stand  for,  that  stamps  a  value  on  each.  As 
this  is  the  case,  it  can  make  no  difference 
at  to  the  security  of  the  property  to  the 
buyer  or  seller,  what  is  the  medium  the 
exchange  is  made  by,  whether  gold,  silver, 
copper,  bank  notes,  bills  of  exchange,  &c. 
so  long  as  they  are  respectively  converti- 
ble to  their  full  value.     But,  as  gold  is  an 
QDi?ersal  medium  of  exchange,  and  bank 
notes  only  local,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  latter  should  be  always  converti- 
ble into  the  former  for  the  amount  speci- 
fied to  be  equally  valuable  ;  else  a  depre- 
ciation must  take  place,  the  moment  they 
cannot  be  exchanged  for  cash,  which  will 
shew  itself  in  the  advance  of  the  prices  of 
wheat  and  other  commodities.     To  make 
^i  clear,  the  price  of  wheat,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  war,  in  Mr.  Pitt's 
administration,  averaged  about  14/.    per 
load.    When  new  loans  and  fresh  taxes 
were  required  to  carry  on  the  war,  it  be- 
came necessary,  on  every  additional  loan 
^  tax,  to  coin  and  issue  annually  a  cer- 
tain number  of  new.  bank  notes  to  the 
amount  of  the  interest  on  the  loan  or 
money  borrowed ;  and  so  on,  each  suc- 
ceeding year,  as  more  money  was  want- 
trtg,   the   bank  notes    progressively   in- 
creased and' accumulated.     Whether  the 
n6les  were  made  by  the  bank  of  England 
^  private    banks    makes  no  difti?rence. 
let  us  now  see  the  operation  of  the  fund- 
ing system  and  taxation  in  increasing  the 
qtiantity  of  bank  paper,  diminishing  its 
^aiue,  annihilating  the  circulation  of  gui- 
^^^  and  increasing  the  price  of  every 
||«cessary  of  life,  and  article  of  consump- 
tion— I  j^\\\  ^j^^  ^  a  standard  the  above 
JlJ^erage  of  wheat,  viz.  U/.  per  load  at  the 
^ginning  of  the  late  war,  and  that  taxes 
J'^^tly  or  indirectly  have  been  laid  on 
tne  &rmer  to  the  amount  of  4/.  per  load 


on  the  wheat  he  grows.  "What  is  the  con- 
sequence ?  If  he  grew  H  loads  of  wheat 
.annually,  before  ttie  additional  taxes  took 
place,  he  must  either  grow  Tour  loads  more, 
or  rise  the  price  4/.  a  load  to  gain  as  much 
as  before.  For  the  sake  of  a  statement, 
say  this  kingdom  grows  one  million  of 
loads  of  wheat  in  a  year ;  instead  of  1 4 
millions  of  pounds  in  gold  or  bank  notes 
to  effect  the  exchange,  it  will  require  18 
millions  to  be  circulated  to  answer  the 
same  purpose.  If  we  apply  this  reasoning 
to  eyery  k'md  of  duty,  excise,  custoin,  and 
tax,  what  an  immense  value  in  bank  paper 
is  required  to  circulate  all  the  exchangeable 
property  and  revenue  of  the  kingdom.  For 
the  more  any  article  is  burdened  the  more 
nominal  money  at  least  it  requires  to  pur- 
chase it,  and  that,  added  to  the  original 
price,  make  things  dear.  Now,  as  each 
succeeding  year  of  the  war  has  augmented 
the  taxes,  continual  fresh  issues  of  bank  ' 
notes  became  necessary  to  keep  up  the 
exchange  of  the  encreased  prices  of  every, 
necessary  and  luxury  of  life,  and  to  pay 
the  accumulating  interest  on  the  loaot^ 
The  consequence  of  which  has  been,  that» 
as  guineas  do  not'encrease  so  fast  as  bank 
notes,  the  latter  have  driven  the  former 

out  of  circulation. ^There  is  a  certain^ 

rnantity  of  money  necessary  for  the  ex- 
change and  circulation  of  the  trade  of  the 
whole  empire,  and  there  should  subsist  a 
mutual  balance  in  value  between  bills  and 
cash,  for  them  to  obtain  a  like  currency 
together.  In  what  way  has  the  issuing  of 
such  immense  numbers  of  bank  notes,  and 
the  restriction'  on  the  bank  of  England^ 
operated  to  the  depreciation  of  tbeii/notes^ 
and  the  withdrawing,  or  rather  annihilating 
the  appearance  of  guineas  in  circulation  r 
I  believe  it  will  be  allowed,  that,  if  there 
was  an  equal  quantity  in  value  of  cash  and 
bills  in  circulation,  every  note  would  then 
have  its  correspondent  value,  and  might 
be  readily  exchanged  ibr  cash ;  but  as  there, 
is  only  a  certain  amount  of  money  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  trade  of  the  kingdom, 
and  supposmg  there  is  a  sufiiciency  and 
an  equal .  value  in  bills  and  cash  to  an* 
swer  this  purpose,  what,  must  the  na» 
tural  consequence  be  of  doubling,  or 
quadrupling,  the  number  of  notes,  and  nol 
the  cash  ?  Why,  to  be  sure,  the  guineas, 
become  unnecessary,  being  superseded  by 
the  excessive  number  of  notes.  The  gui- 
neas will  be  hoarded,  and  not  the  notes, 
and  soon  find  their  way  into  bankers,  or 
merchants  hands.  But  a3  guineas  are  pre- 
cious things,  and  the  banker^  JQer|:hant» 
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who  has  ten  or  twenty  thousand  of  them 
by  him>  will  not  chuse,  I  should  imagine, 
to  let  them  lay  long  dormant  in  his  iron 
chest,  but  set  his  wits  to  work  how  to 
turn  them  to  profit,  which,  if  be  cannot  do 
at  home,  he  well  knows  that  foreigners  are 
as  much  enamoured  of  his  majesty's  like- 
ness m  the  shape  of  a  guinea,  as  natives. 
There  is  such  a  warmth  in  the  colouring, 
such  weight  and  strengtb  in  the  composi- 
tion, that  it  is  next  to  an  impossibility 
they  should  resist  the  temptation  of  acf- 
miring,  beholding,  and  handling  the 
elegant  portrait  of  king  George  the  third, 
and  tbis  propensity  we  find  is  indulged  in 
spight  of  prohibitory  laws  and  penalties 

on  the  exportation  of  guineas. With 

respect  to  the  bank  of  England  not  con- 
tinuing to  pay  their  notes  in  cash,  it  arose, 
as  I  apprehend,  from  the  country  beins 
deluged  with  promissory  notes  of  one  kind 
and  another,  more  than  sufficient  for  the 
circulation  of  the  kingdom  (as  specie  is  of 
more  intrinsic  value  than  paper,  arising 
from  its  nature,  as  well  as  being  a  univerfial 
medium)  the  consequence  was,  so  long  as 
the  immense  number  of  bank  notes  afloat 
could  be  exchanged  for  cash,  a  continual 
lim  upon  the  bank  for  payment,  so  that  if 
it  had  continued  the  payment  of  cash  for 
its  notes,  in  all  probability,  before  a  very 
lon|f  period,  the  bank  would  have  been 
dramed  of  every  guinea  in  it ;  and  this 
demand  upon  the  bank,  in  my  opinion, 
shews  that  bank  paper  was  then  beginning 
to  be  depreciated  and  the  present  cause  of 
its  value  and  slow  depreciation,  arise  from 
the  payments  of  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try bemg  made  by  it  Thus,  it  become, 
the  representative  of  real  property,  taken 
from  the  public,  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 

national  debt,  and  carry  on  the  war. 

The  effect  of  the  national  debt,  or  im- 
mense revenue  levied  on  the  nation,  has 
been,  and  still  continues  to  be,  an  increase 
in  the  price  of  every  commodity;  but, 
when  every  necessary  of  life  advances, 
labour  advances  likewise,  and  this  again 
advances  the  article  produced,  or  manu- 
factured ;  and  thus  every  tax  ultimately 
falls  on  the  consumer  ;  but,  as  taxes  in- 
crease, the  means  of  the  public  must  keep 
Sace  with  them,  else  they  remain  unpro- 
uctitre  ;  and^  as  they  are  productive,  a 
further  advance  of  erery  thing  takes 
place;  the  consequence  is,  more  bank  notes 
are  required  to  keep  up  the  exchange,  and  a 
further  reduction  of  theirvalue,in  compari- 
son with  specie   is  the  consequence. 

Although  the  above  observations  contain 


many  well  known  truisms,  yet  1  thought 
they  might  be  useful,  in  order  to  lay  a 
foundation  on  which  some  abler  pen  might 
build  a  furtfier  superstructure. — I  remain. 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,  Tho. 
Bernard,  Mitcheimarsh,  SepL  28,  1809. 


PARLIAMENTARY  REFORM. 
To  the  Author  of  "  An  Impartial  Exam- 

nation  of  Sir  F,  Burdett's  Plan  of  Par- 

lidmentary  Rrfomi/'  published  by  Bone 

and  Hone. 

Enfield,  nst  August,  1809. 
Sir ; — ^The  tenour  of  your  "  Examina- 
tion" evincing  your  respect  for  the  liber- 
ties of  your  country,  that  respect  on  your 
part  wilt,  I  trust,  insure  me  your  thanks, 
if  I  shall  convince  you  that,  in  one  very 
important  particular,  you  have  not  only 
misconceived  the  meaning  of  the  baronet, 
but  have  likewise  misunderstood  a  funda- 
mental principle  of  the  English  govern- 
ment.— It  appears.  Sir,  from  pp.  D,  14,  22, 
&c.  you  take  for  granted  that  a  parlia- 
ment of  "  constitutional  duration"  most 
be  a  triennial  parliament ;  which  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  is'  not  the  opinion  of  sir  F. 
Burdett ;  as  I  trust  I  shall  convince  you, 
that.it  is  not  consistent  with  the  constitu- 
tion,— Had  we.  Sir,  in  politics,  as  we  have 
in  religion,  a  written  covenant  or  testa- 
ment, a  simple  reference  might  in  a  mo- 
ment decide  this  question  :  But,  denied 
such  aid,  we  must,  m  the  first  place,  en- 
deavour to  ascertain,  by  definition  and 
facts,  what  the  constitutmn  is ;  and  tbea 
refer  to  it  for  a  decision.  The  constitu- 
tion then  may  be  defined  to  be,  '  Certain 
'  points  of  national  agreement  touching 
'civil  government,  and  those  principk» 
'  on  which  the  security  of  our  natural 
'  rights  depends.'  Respecting  points  of 
national  agreement,  I  shall  go  no  further 
ihan  merely  to  notice,  that,  for  the  ori- 
ginating of  laws,  the  nation  has  agreed  on 
a  legislature  of  king,  lords,  and  commons; 
and,  for  the  application  of  laws,  on  trial 
by  jury ;  in  one  of  which  the  law  is  made, 
and  in  the  other  administered,  by  repre- 
sentatives ;  whence  it  appeai-s  that  repre. 
sentation  is  the  great  leaiding  principle  of 
our  polity. 

Parliamentary  Representation  and  Po- 
litical Liberty  are  convertible  terms :  But 
Representation  is  far  less  a  personal  than 
a  social  right :  And  it  has  relation,  not 
onJy  to  a  constituent  body  of  electors,  but 
likewise  to  time.  No  individual  ittt'- 
bolder  can  properly  declare  :    ■'  1  clectes 
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every  town.  I  see  nothing  horrible  in 
this,  and  in  the  return  of  gold  and  silver 
coin.  But,  on  the  contrary,  I  see  some- 
thing very  horrible  indeed  in  the  system, 
which  imperceptibly  steals  away  the  loaf, 
bit  by  bit,  from  the  mouth  of  the  widow 
and  the  orphan,  and  gives  it  to  those, 
whom  Lord  Chatham  denominated  muck- 
w(/rms  and  blood-suckers.  I  see  something 
very  horrible  in  that  system,  and  espe- 
cially when  1  reflect,  that  soarcely  an 
assise  passes  over  without  sending  to 
the  gallows  tree  some  one  or  more  of 
our  fellow  creatures,  the  forfeit^jre  of 
whose  lives  are  necessary  to  the  support 
of  that  system.  This  system  may,  in- 
deed, be  called  **  horrible ;''  it  was  the 
fatal  present  that  the  Whigs  and  th,eir 
king  gave  to  England.— Perhaps  the 
writer  means  to  say,  that  the  bloodshed  in 
Prance  proceeded  from  the  annihilation 
of  the  paper-money.  Of  this  I  do  not 
believe  one  word.  There  is  no  reason 
why  it  should  have  produced  bloodshed. 
Robespierre,  indeed,  and  some  others, 
«  order  to  SUPPORT  the  paper-money,  put 
people  to  death  ;  but,  by  the  annihilation 
of  the  paper  neither  bloodshed  nor  confu- 
sion was  produced  ;  and,  my  real  opini<in 
is,  that,  il*  our  paper-money  was  com- 
pletely annlUilated  in  the  space  of  six 
days,  it  would  not  create  either  mischief 
or  troul^le  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  would 
be  like  the  removal  of  a  long-endured, 
painful,  alsvrming,  and  disgraceful  disease. 
The  destruction  of  the  paper-money  in 
America  produced  no  bloodshed,  and 
yet,  all  the  cunency  was  paper;  and 
so  much  was  it  depreciated,  that  the  dol- 
kr  notes,  sixty  four  of  which  were 
printed  upon  a  sheet  of  paper,  were  paid 
away  *m  the  quire,  uncut ;  and,  at  laat,  they 
'inould  not  fetch  their  worth  in  blaxdc  paper. 
Well,  then,  it  all  vanished,  and  no  con- 
fusion at  all  ensued.  The  desirable 
thing  is,  that  the  depreciation  should  be 
^ra£ud;  because,  then,  the  roost  per- 
verse, the    most  greedy,    and  the  most 

base,    sufier  most. A&    to  the  "  re- 

»«y'  propcoed  by  this  writer,  I  have 
before  shewii,  that  the  application  of  it 
is  impracticable,  and,  if  practicable,  it 
wrouW  be,  in  the  very  highest  degree,  un- 
just and  wicked.  This  gentleman,  with  all 
the  evils  of  a  paper-cutTency  before  him ; 
"fall  in  bb  sight,  would  fain  find  out  the 
BM^ans  of  renamting  and  perpetuating  that 
evil.  1,  now,  for  my  part,  like  to  see  the 
paper  money  increase  in  quantity.  I  like 
t»  see  new  shops  set  up,  new  miUs  erected. 
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and  I  thought  that  I  should  have  split  my 
sides  with  laughter,  when,  the  other  day, 
I  saw,  in  one  of  the  news-papers,  a  very 
pompous  description  of  a  new-invented  ma-- 
chhie,  by  the  means  of  which  the  Bank  in 
Thread  needle  street  would  be  enabled  to 
strike  oft'  its  notes  with  inuch  greater  rapidi^ 
tj/  than  heretofore.  Bravo  ?  said  I.  Tell 
me  his  name,  and  Fll  toast  the  inventor. 
What  a  comforting  thing  this  machine  must 
be  to  those  who  have  their  whole  income 
chained  in  the  Funds  !  What  a  comfoi^- 
ing  subject  of  reflection  with  thousands  of 

widows    and   orphans! Here   are   the 

exhibitions  for  a  Jubilee.  Let  the  Jew* 
and  .the  Jobbers  and  the  Contractors  call 
forth  all  these  miserable  creatures,  and 
march  them  in  procession,  together  with 
our  million  and  a  quarter  of  paupers,  and 
let  them  all  be  brought  and  made  to  kneel 
down  before  Pitt's  statue  and  this  newly- 
invented  machine. 

I  should  have  added  something  respect- 
ing the  Jubilee  ;  but,  the  following  letter 
has  more  than  anticipated  me. 

W^  COBBETT. 

Botley,  I2th  Oct.  1809. 

THE   JUBILEE. 

Alton,  Oct.  11,  I80d- 
Sir; — Having  often  heard  my  father 
expatiate  on  the  happy  times  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  reign  of  the  present  kmg, 
1  have  been  led  to  look  a  little  into'  the 
price  of  the  Necessaries  of  Life  at  that  pe- 
riod, and  to  judge  for  myself;  and  though, 
often  as  it  has  been  dinned  into  my  eart 
bv  the  Hves-aqd-fortunes,  last-drop-of- 
blood,  and  last  shilling  men,  that  nothing 
was  ever  half  so  delightful  as  living  under 
our  glorious  and  happy  constitution,  and  our 
beloved  kiu^,  and  existing  circnmslances, 
1  cannot  help  thinking  that  my  father  was 
right,  and  that  my  neighbours,  nay,  the 
great  and  valuable  majority  of  the  nation, 
who  know  nothing  of  the  riot  and  luxury  ia 
which  their  turtle-fed  superiors,  (as  they 
are  called),live,  will,after  they  haTe  perus- 
ed the  subjoined  comparative  table,  agree 
with  me  in  opinion,  that  the  sons  have  not 
half  the  real  comforts,  (I  am  not  here 
speaking  of  the  loss  of  political  rights  and 
comforts),  their  fathers  possessed  ;  but  have 
begun  to  suffer;  are  in  an  actual  state  of  suf. 
fering,and  will  continue  to  suflfereven  unto 
the  third  and  fourth  generation,  unless  there 
be  a  speedy,  and  general,  radical  Reform 
of  all  Abuses  in  Church  and  State. — ^Tbat 
no  reasons  may  be  wantingpfby  the^ap. 
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proaching  Accession  should  not  be  consi- 
dered as  a  memorable  sra^  1  wish  to  caii 
your,  and  your  readers  attention,  and  to 
impress  on  your  minds,  the  stale  of  things 
when  George  the  second  died,  when  George 
the  third  <;ame  to  the  throne,  and  when  he 
enters  into  the  50th  year  of  his  reign. — I 
am  for  marking  the  day  as  it  ought  to  be 
marked. — I  would  have  my  table  read  ii) 
every  parish  church  in  the  kingdom,  and 
by  the  king*s  permission  prinxed  at  the 
back  of  the  Form  of  Prayer. — George  the 
second  left  us,  it  is  true,  a  debt  of  about 
90  millions.  It  is  now  upwards  of  <?00. 
Since  that  time  we  have  had  20  years  of 
peace,  and  30  years  of  war.  And  we  have 
speni  in  the  lust  year  only,  (of  which  70  mil- 
dons  were  raised  by  taxes),  more  than  the 
national  debt  was  in  the  year  1760. — Then, 
see  ))ow  the  poor-rate  and  paupers,  state 
and  parish  paupers,  have  increased.  The 
number  of  parish  poor  was  then  about 
280  thousand,  and  the  poor  rate  about  one 
million  200  thousand  pounds. — The  num- 
ber, i/i  th'ie  49  th  year  of  the  rei^n  of  George 
the  third,  in  that  part  of  the  United  king- 
dom called  Great  Britain,  is  vpwwrdi  of 
a  tttUlion,  and  the  poor  rate  upwards  of 
fiDe  miUions — both  increased,  and  are  still 
increasing  in  an  equal  ralio  with  the  na- 
tional debt.r-nBut  here  comes  the  pinch. — 
It  now  costs  a  labourer  in  husbandry  ten 
days  labour  to  buy  a  bushel  of  flour,  cost^ 
ing  ]6s.  Hd.  taking  the  average  of  wages  at 
10*.  per  week. — In  1760  it  cost  him  only 
Ji7>e  aays  labour,  the  bushel  of  flour  then 
being  only  ^*  10(i,  and  wages  7«.  per 
week.  Oh  1  but  say  the  Jews,  and  jubi- 
lee-men,, and  fat-headed  contractors,  be 
lives  as  well  as  he  did  heretofore, — the  pa- 
rish makes  it  up  to  him;  and  so  it  does,  as 
the  nation  makes  it  up  to  you,  but  he  loses 
his  independence,  his  comfort,  and  his  hap- 
piness: his  very  nose  is  brought  to  the 
grindstone, — while  you.  Sir  Balaam,  fare 
sumptuously  every  day,  gain  what  he  loses, 
and  turn  the  handle  of  the  grindstone, 
luxury  and  dependence  are  more  cruel 
scourges  than  the  wars  which  beget  them, 
whateve  r  the  whole  crew  of  bloodsucJcers, 
bloated,  three-guinea-gormandizing  glut- 
tons^ who  with  Mawworm  and  the  rest  as- 
jiembled  at  Merchant  Taylor's  llall  on  the 
25th  of  October,  may  tbmk,  if  they  ever 
think  at  all,  to  the  contrary. 

.  Comparison  qf  the  Price  <if  the  c^mmm  KecetiartH 

qfLife  in  the  Years 1760      1809 

Wheat  per  quarter  ...  j^.  $    0    0  ^00 

Malt,  do.  I    8    0  4    0    0 

,?lour  per  bushel 0    5  10  0  16    8 

Brewlpergalkm.. 0    0    $...,..«   .^    4 


Bacon  per  pooMd 0  0  6  0     1     2 

P5rk 0  0  4  0    0    9 

Butchers  Meat     0  0  4  0    0    8 

Chev»e  pri  i>ouf¥i     0  0  4  0    0  18 

Malt  per  bushel  »    0  3  6  0  12    0 

Buft»=T  per  pouud     0  0  6  0     I    6 

5tift  Su?^r,  do 0  0  3  0    0  10 

Soap  jikI  Candles,  do 0  0  6  0     1    3 

Pair  of  Men't  Btout  Shoe*  0  5  0  0  It    0 

Do.  Womeo's 0  3  0  0    7    6 

*  The  Pttty  is  now  4<.  4d.  per  bushel. 

Rejoice,  O  ye  people !  Let  us  throw  op 
our  hats,  and  bawl  out  toasts  and  songi. 
Yours,  &C.    2L 


JACOBIN  GUINEAS. 
Sif ; — 1  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  con- 
sideration some  observations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  your  essay  on  Jacobin  Guineas, 
contained  in^  your  Political  Register  of 
Sept.  23.  The  importance  of  the  sub* 
ject  of  money  and  exchange  merits  serious 
consideration,  and  requires  to  be  thorough- 
ly discussed,  that  clear  and  accurate  ideas 
may  be  formed  of  their  operation.  Per- 
haps I  may  have  placed  the  subject  in  a 
different  point  of  view  from  what  ie  gene^ 
rally  conceived  ;  at  least  1  wish  to  con- 
tribute my  mite  towards  its  elucidation. — 
There  can  be  bo  doubt  that  gold  and 
silver  ore  the  best  representatives  of  pro- 
perty, because  they  are  the  universal 
stanoards  o€  exchange  between  all  coun- 
tries. But  wbat  occasions  any  mediooi 
of  «xcbange  or  barter,  whether  of  gold, 
silver,  paper,  or  other  commodity,  to  be 
possessed  of  real  value  >  Why,  its  being 
the  representative  of  the  accumulation  of 
90  much  capital,  conceiftrated  in  a  small 
compass,  and  which  can  be  readily  ex- 
changed for  any  other  commodity  reckon- 
ed of  an  eqfuivalent  Value.  For  instance, 
a  fkrmer  has  a  load  of  wheat  of  five  quar- 
te«l ;  there  is  in  Mb  article  contained  to 
mueh  capital ;  such  as  rent,  tytbes,  rat^ 
taxes,  seed,  manure,  ploughing,  reaping, 
threshing,  &c.  as  it  has  cost  the  grower 
to  produce  this  quantity :  besides,  wb«i  it 
is  sold,  there  must  be 'a  profit  Uftto  in- 
demnify him  for  his  capital,  time,  and  at- 
tention in  producing  the  commodity. 
Now,  suppose  he  bnrters  his  wheat  for 
seed,  wkh  his  neighbour,  iSor  a  like  quan- 
tity, llie  last  farmer's  wbeat  being  like- 
wise a  representative  of  the  capital,  la* 
boor,  he.  he  has  expended  in  growing  it> 
is  an  equivalent  fbr  the  other^s.  Sq  tlMt 
there  is,  in  this  caac,  ao  occasion  for  a 
nwdiom  of  exdiaagt  to  adjust  tkeir  re* 
spective  valMs ;  but^  if  the  load  of  wiuat 
be  8tM  for  twenty  guiaaas,  or  twett^««iit 
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'  A.  B.  member  for  the  county ;  and 
'  therefore  he  is  my  representative  :'  But 
the  collective  body  may  qorrcctly  say, 
'  We  chose  him  ;  and  therefore  he  is  our 
*  representative/ 

Then  again^  when  we  speak  of  the 
freeholders  of  Middlesex,  or  other  county, 
as  a  constituent  body,  there  are  two  dis- 
tinct senses  in  which  we  may  use  the 
phrase  ;  for  we  may  either  mean  the 
freeholders  who  at  the  time  or  period  of 
speaking  compose  the  body,  or  we  may 
meafi  the  body  politic  of  the  county  as  a 
permanent  community,  without  reference 
to  the  individuals  who  at  the  time  or  pe- 
riod of  speaking  happen  to  compose  that 
body.  But  it  must  be  apparent  that  the 
freeholders  who,  at  the  period  of  an 
election,  shall  have  a  right  to  choose  a 
person  to  represent  their  county,  cannot, 
by  virtue  or  that  election,  confer  on  the 
chosen  person  a  right  of  representing  a 
iQCceeding  generation  of  the  freeholders. 
In  the  nature  of  things,  there  must  there- 
fore be  some  limit  in  point  of  time,  or  du- 
ration^ to  the  authority  of  parliamentary 
representatives. — How,  Sir,  shall  we  ar- 
rive at  a  correct  idea  of  this  limit  ?  Shall 
we,  like  too  many,  put  entirely  out  of  our 
consideration  the  constitution,  and  pre- 
scribe a  limit  according  to  our  own  fancy 
or  judgment?  Surely  not!  Such-  limit 
cannot  be  thought  to  depend  on  any 
imagined  expediency  in  the  opinion  of 
this,  or  of  that  man  ;  but  must  be  founded 
00  some  principle  of  free  government. 
Not,  Sr,  that  expediency  is  to  be  wholly 
disregarded  :  no;  it  is  to  be  duly,  but  not 
exclusively  considered  ;  so  that  it  may 
go  hand  in  hand  with  justice  and  liberty. 

With  reference  then  to  expediency,  we 
ought  to  remember,  that  we  ar-e  subject  to 
seasons  which  yearly  run  their  course,  and 
dependent  on  the  earth  for  yearly  bread. 
Hence  it  is  found  expedient,  yearly  to  till 
Uiat  earth;  yearly  to  regulate  human 
concerns,  public  as  well  as  private  ;  year- 
ly to  legislate,  yearly  to  tax,  yearly  to 
settle  accounts.  We  in  this  coqntry  also 
know,  that  such  is  become  the  magnitude 
of  the  national  business,  a  considerable 
portion  of  every  year  is  required  for  the 
labours  of  legislation.  Hence  we  are 
taught  that,  for  being  provided  against  all 
contingents  the  duration  of  parliamentary 
power  ought  not  to  be  much,  if  any  thing, 
ihort  of  a  year;  while  we  most  know 
there  could  oe  no  use,  but  might  be  great 
'danget',  if  it  were  to  be  longer  continued, 
as  the  faithful  replresentative  might,  and 
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naturally  would  be,  repeatedly  re-elected, 
it  could  not  be  even  expedient,  that'  he 
should  bold  his  office  beyond  the  term  of 
one  year :  and  if  he  became  unfaithful^ 
it  were  a  monstrous  doctrine,  that  ht 
should  nevertheless  continue  to  represent 
a  community  he  betrayed.  So  far  there* 
fore  as  expediency  is  concerned,  it  if 
clearly  in  favour  of  annual  parliaments. 

Let  us  now  examine  thie  claim^  of  Prin- 
ciple, that  is,  of  justice  and  political  liber* 
ty.  Man's  age  being  universally  reckon- 
ed by  the  revolution  of  the  seasons,  or 
years ;  and  every  one  entering  upon  his 
inheritance,  equally  in  property  and  in 
political  liberty,  or  his  elective  franchise, 
as  soon  as  the  period  of  his  infancy  or  mi- 
nority has  expired  ;  it  is  evident  that  any 
practice  which  militates  against  this 
right,  and  prevents  this  enjoyment,  must 
be  contrary  to  the  constitution ;  or  to 
'  those  principles  on  which  the  security  of 
*  our  natural  rights  depends.'  If  xh% 
principle  of  duration  be  violated,  then, 
whether  a  parliament  have  continuance 
for  3  years-or  for  7,  for  17  or  for  70,  the 
violation  is  alike  unjust ;  and  all  the  dif- 
ference will  only  be,  in  the  degree  of  in- 
justice. For  when  a  parliament  hath  con- 
tinuance beyond  one  year,  then  all  those 
thousands  of  thousands,  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands, or  tens  of  thousands,  (as  the  case 
may  be)  who,  since  the  last  preceding 
election,  have  attained  the  legal  age  for 
inheriting  their  elective  franchise,  and  en- 
tering into  the  full  enjoyment  of  political 
liberty,  are  unji^tly  denied  a  most  sacred 
right,  and  kept  out  of  an  inheritance 
which  is  the  very  basis  of  all  liberty  and 
property. 

If  it  be  unjust  to  suspend  the  nation's 
enjoyment  of  this  right  and  this  liberty  for 
six  parts  in  seven  of  human  life,  it  must  be 
alike  unjust  to  suspend  it  for  two  parts  in 
three.  When,  Sir,  you  shall  have  consi- 
dered this  reasoning;,  I  trust  you  will  r.e- 
volt  at  the  notion  of  triennial  parliaments* 
And  if.  Sir,  we  wish  to  know  what  our  an- 
cestors considered  as  a  parliament's  ^'  con- 
stitutional duration,''  we  have  only  to 
open  the  Statute  Book  in  the  4th  and  36th 
years  of  Edw.  Ill,  in  both  of  which  years 
a  coniirmation  of  Magna  Charta  having 
been  part  of  the  work  in  parliament,  here 
is  proof  that  the  doctrine  there  laid  down, 
touching  parliaments  themselves,  was .  in- 
tended to  shew  forth  the  constitution  ia 
respect  of  them.  In  the  first  of  thes« 
years  it  \vas  accorded,  *'  that  a  parliament 
'^  shall  be  holden  every  year   once,  or 
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^  more  often  if  need  be:'*  And  in  the  se- 
cond it  was  enacted,  '<  that  a  parliament 
'*  shall  be  holden  every  year,  as  another 
*»  time  was  accorded  by  statute." — ^Tlie 
words*  are  "  a  parliament/'  that  is,  not  a 
part,  a  fraction,  a  session,  but  a  whole  par- 
liament ;  and  in  this  sense  the  phrase  of 
"  a  parliament,"  in  contradistinction  to  a 
session,  is  in  the  Statute  Book  used  to  this 
day. — Hence  it  is  most  surprizing,  that  a 
perspn  possessing  the  ability  of  a  Black- 
stone  should  fall  into  so  gross  an  error,  as 
to  remark,  that  by  the  aforesaid  stat\itesof 
Edw.  Ill,  the  king  is  bound  to  convoke  a 
parliament  "  every  year,  or  oftener,  if 
^  need  be.  Not  that  he  is,  or  ever  was, 
•'  obliged  by  these  statutes  to  call  a  new 
*^  parliament  every  year ;  but  only  to 
"  permit"  [a  pretty  expression  in  a  free 
country]  "  a  parliament  to  sit  annually 
"  for  thfe  redress  of  grievances,  and  dis- 
"  patch  of  business."  Comm.  b.  I.e.  2. — 
It  is  surprizuig,  I  say,  how  a  Blackstone 
could  do  such  violence  to  just  criticism  in 
so  plain  a  case ;  because  he  must  have 
known  that  when  in  those  days  parliaments 
were  "  convened"  twice,  or  thrice,  or  four 
times  in  a  year,  it  invariably  was,  in  every 
instance,  by  a  new  writ ;'  and  that  conse- 
quently the  king  was  obliged,  by  those 
statutes,  to  call  a  new  parnament  every 
year. 

TTiis  is  apparent,  not  merely  from  the 
&ct  of  the  regular  issuing  of  new  writs, 
but  also  from  their  contents.  A  parlia- 
ment was  convened  to  consult  on  the 
•*  great  and  weighty  aflSiirs"  which  occa- 
sioned the  summons.  Having  dispatched 
the  same,  which  rarely  required  many 
day8>  there  was  no  longer  a  cause  of  con- 
tinuance, and  the  parliament  was  then  of 
course  dissolved  :  for  prorogations  were 
not  then  invented,  nor  for  several  ages  af- 
terwards. Hence  it  is  clear,  that  in  the 
ideas  of  our  forefathers  of  that  age,  par- 
liaments of  a  "constitutional  duration," 
were  sessional  parliaments,  for  none  other 
could  have  entered  into  the  imaginations 
of  the  authors  of  those  statutes. 

Th«  "  great  and  weighty  affairs"  of  the 
nation,  in  our  days,  necessarily  occupy  a 
parliament  for  a  large  portion  of  every 
year ;  and  as  more  than  one  parliament 
in  one  year  would  be  evidently  unneces- 
sary«  burthensome,  and  extremely  incon- 
venient, so  we  are  now  warranted  in  re- 
marking that  parliaments  ought  to  be  an- 
nual, and  to  have  continuance  for  the 
whole  year,  or  Very  nearly  so,  as  a  provi- 
•i^  agaitvst  sudden  and  unexpected  contin- 


gencies, which  might  arise  out  of  the  or- 
dinary session :  But  that  a  longer  dura- 
tion, being  utterly  contrary  to  the  consti- 
tution, and  inconsistent  with  natioualli- 
berty,  ought  never  to  be  endured. 

Swift,  vvlio  in  the  case  before  us  was  as 
v^ell  qualified  as  Blackstone,  to  understand 
the  recitied  statutes  of  Edw.  HI,  not  only 
construed  them,  in  respect  of  the  duration 
of  parliaments,  as  I  do,  but  held  them  in 
religious  veneration.     "  I  adore,"  says  be, 
"  the  wisdom  of  that  Gothic  institutiofl, 
**  which  made  them  annual ;    and  I  w« 
"  confident  our  liberty  could    never  be 
"  placed    upon   a  firm  foundation,  nndl 
"  that  antient  law  was  restored  araonijus." 
After  language  So  decisive  of  his  opiniouj 
how  unaccountable  was  his  carelessness 
when  in  the  same  breath  he  says,  "the 
"  commerce   of  corruption  between  the 
''  ministry  and  the  deputies,  would  neitbec 
"  answer  the  design  nor  the  expence, 
"  parliament  met  once  a  year."     But  si 
th|8  word,  *'  met,"  no  more  than  the  w( 
"holden,"    in  the  statutes  of  Edw. 
can  cause  any*  real  obscurity  in  the 
sage  here  quoted. — The  opinion*  Sifi 
Swift,  is  the  more  worthy  of  your  re| 
as  he  was  cotemporary  with  triebnial 
liaments  from  first  to  last,  and  knew 
well ';    and   when,  only  four  years  y™ 
their  departure,  he  thus  gives  bis  opiflitf 
it  is  evidently  with  no  small  disgust  St  A 
recollection  of  their,  turpitude,  tbst. I 
contemplated  annual  parliaments  witKi 
much  enthusiasm.      He  well  knew  h 
the  origin  and  the  exit  of  triennial  fm 
ments  to  have  been  foul  and  tyrttbici 
The  Con vention  Parliament,  whicb-ecc* 
plished  the  Revolution,  first  assembled  \ 
February,  1 68D,  {according  to  ourpresei 
stile)  and  continued  for  the  remaii^jer  < 
that  year.      The  succeed mg  parlunw^ 
commenced  in  March  1690;  wbenit< 
appeared  that  William  and  thisparlii 
shewed  as  little  respect  for  the  coi 
tien,  or  foi*  the  fundamental  laws  sf    , 
land,  as  Charles  and  his  Pensioner  Pidj|j 
ment  had  done ;    for  William  disloyaUf 
continued   this    parliament,  without  M 
smallest  regard  to  a  "  constitutional  dwij 
"  tion,"     and     the     commons  W  ** 
treachery  to  sit  for  four  years  and  a  !»•* 
One  year   before  their  dissolution  ^ 
passed  the  Triennial  Act,  purpoifipi.*^ 
enable  the  crown  to  keep  the  same  f^^^J 
ment  together  for  any  term  not  exciee™ 
three  years.     Thus  these  men,  who,  » 
the  most  part,  had  been  active  ine^peHiiJ : 
from  the  throne  and  kingdom  liie  Siw" 
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race  of  kings,  for  iyttMnj  and  miftgorern. 
ment,  by  a  tyranny  as  flagraul  as  the 
worst  act  of  those  dedpot9,  passed  au  act 
ofparliRmefit  to  deprive  the  nation  of  its 
poiilical  Hberly,  for  two  years  in  CTery 
three.  Such  was  a  tricnniai  parliament^ 
cri^n ! 

After  an  existence  of  three  and  twenty 
years,  a  triennial  parliament  discoVeredf, 
that  the  lengthening  of  parliaracms  be- 
yond then-  constitutional  daration,  had 
**  proved  very  grievous- and  burthensome, 
*'  by  occaAOnriag  much  greater  and  more 
"  continued  expeaces,  in  order  to  electiotis 
"  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament^  and 
"  more  violent  and  lasting  heats  and  ani* 
"mosilres  among  (he  subjects  of  this 
*'  reaim,  than  ever  were  known  before :" 
but,  instead  of  recurrmg  to  the  oonstitn- 
to  and  its  Mhort  parliaments,  as  the  pro- 
per and  obTious  cure  of  the  eviU  com- 
plained of,  they,  with  singular  efti-^ntery^ 
Md  in  direct  contfadrcti#»n  to  their  own 
♦reasoning  in  the  preamble,  pass  an  A'.t, 
for  giving  alfr  sub'^quent  Parliaments 
"  coBiiauance  for  seven  years."  Such  was 
ttrieimial  parltament's  foul  ami  treacher- 
OM  eiit ! 

As  to  the  tyhdracter  of  triennial  parlia- 
terts,  their  historian  barb  told  us,  that 
•ifcen  the  ministry  was  in  alliance  with 
•fc  Whigs,  the  majority  of  both  houses 
•was  Whig;  when  with  ihe  Tories*,  th^y 
''became  Tory."— In  shnrt,  all  was  craft, 
/Action,  and  pei-fidy.  Aliout  the  t'rme  of 
pwang  the  Triennial  Bill,  s^mc  such 
member  aS  Colonel  Wardle  "set  on  foot 
*an  enquiry  into  their  own  venalities, 
** which  opened  such  a  scene  of  iniquity, 
"ai,  in  the  comparison,  made  the  Pen- 
"sioner  Parliament  of  king  Charles  II, 
••  seem  innocent  V 

I  have  thus.  Sir,  laid  before  you  what  I 
Jnjow,  and  what  I  think,  of  triennial  ptr- 
liaments ;  and  sorry  have  I  been  to  find 
*tty1riend  of  liberty,  at  this  crisis,  either 
*he  advocate  or  the  apologist  for  such 
pwHaments.  Some  there  are  who  reject- 
ing Ihem  in  principle,  as  unconstitutional, 
^0  yet  recommend  a  return  to  them  in  the 
^y  tjf  Reform,  as  a  step  towards  a  re- 
covery of  our  Hberties  ;  on  an  assumed 
^w^thalrthe  ii$iiion  will  be  more  desir- 
«w  6f  triennia!  than  of  annual  parlia- 
^utt;  and  as  if  all  experience  did  not 
P^Jte  the  folly  of  attempting',  against  a 

l^gtottc  Wate  cofroption>  which  cortfers 
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on  an  oligarchy  of  usurpers  .sovereign 
power,  a  step-by-step  AclomuUion  !  To 
this  assuinfftion,  axui  to  this  contiucl,  I 
have  amongst  many  others,  nine  sob^tan* 
ttal  objections,  which  I  win  ty)w  state : 
1.  I  am  myself  no  prophet,  ainl  iherffore 
cannot  foreknow  that  the  Nation  wouid  act- 
contrary  to  common  sense,  and  the  prin- 
ciple  of  self-preservation.  2.  1  do  not 
believe  that  these  prophesy incr  persons  art 
themselves  prophets.  3.  1  cannot  revon* 
cile  it  to  myself  to  recommend  a  positive 
evil^  and  a  gross  violation  of  the,  constitu* 
tton,  on  a  mere  baseless  surmise  (contrary 
to  e^tperienc^)  of  its  leading  to  a  possibla 
good.  4.  I  am  not  for  attempting  to 
cheat,  delude,  and  mislead  the  nation,  by 
preaching  corrupt  doctrine,  and  setting 
an  uiKonstitutional  example,  while  at  the 
same  time  i  am  ignorantly  ipi|)uting  t» 
that  nation  folly  and  baseness,  and  a  pre* 
ference  in  its  own  case,  of  injustice  to  jus*- 
tice,  slavery  to  freedom.  5.  Had  1  evi* 
'lence  of  the  nation's  folly,  apa  hy,  and 
inclination  to  Korviinde,  it  should  seent 
more  worthy  of  English  gentlfmeti  to  <  »• 
lighten;  to  animate,  and  to  rou»e  their 
countrymen,  by  the  honest  words  of  truth, 
and  the  spirit-stirring  infliten^-e  of  manly 
exertion  in  the  cause  of  obvicus  liberty  ; 
than  to  become  the  benumbing  teacher* 
of  ignorance,  and  th**  puerite  aOihors  of 
Sneaking  raetisures,  whivh  are  just  as  like- 
ly to  wrest  from  the  corrupt  grasp  of  the 
accursed  borough  frtction.  our  mangled 
constitution,  as  our  pretty  little  armies  ar« 
likely  to  wrest  from  the  gigantic  gra>p  of 
Buofvapart^,  the  Iberian  peninsula,' with- 
out first  insi:iting  on  it,  as  a  sine  (jua  turn 
condition,  that  not  a  sini^lo  English  s(»ldicr 
shall  be  remaining  on  Iberian  ground,  u». 
less  the  govern inents  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal <3hall  be  radically  reformed,  and  the 
people  completely  emancipated.  6.  As 
it  is  most  certain  there  will  be  no  Parlia- 
m*:ntary  Reform  at  all,  until  loudly  called 
for  by  the  public  voice,  it  will  be  a*  easy 
for  that  voice,  when  it  do  speak,  to  thunder 
the  word  **  annual,"  as  to  mumble  the 
word  "triennial;"  7.  As  truth  and  li- 
berty address  themselves  to  the  human 
onlersttndin'g  and  heart,  with  infinitely 
more  force  than  error  and  abasement,  sd 
the  nation  may  far  more  easily  be  roojsed 
to  exertion  for  a  rpal,  visihle>  tangible, 
birthright  freedom,  made  the  immediate 
prize  of  manly  fexeriion  ;  than  persuaded 
to  contend  in  shackles  for  a  something  of 
which  they  can  hare  no  distinct  concftp* 
tion,  and  consequently  no  strong  feeling  ; 
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a  somMhing  which  at  best  can  only  he  ex- 
plained to  be  an  approximation  to  an  ame- 
lioration of  ibeir  condition;  at  which  ap- 
proximation to  an  ameltoratjon  of  their 
condition,  they  may  hoj>e  their  grand- 
children, or  later  descendents,  will  arrive; 
Ihat  is,  when  the  borough  faction  can  be 
reasoned  into  honesty  and  justice.  8. 
Thirty  years  ago,  when  the  cry  for  a  ti  i- 
rnnial  parliament  did  '(in  my  recorded 
judgment  at  the  time)  paralize  the  patri- 
otism of  the  nation,  that  cry  might  have 
its  apology  in  our  being  then  only  on  the 
threshold  of  discussion:  But  atter  that 
discussion  has  teemed  with  unanswerable 
arguments  against  any  thing  so  unconsti- 
tutional, the  revival  of  such  cry  at  this 
time,  would,  in  ray  opinion,  be  tittle  «hort 
of  insanity,  and  a  presumptive  proof  that 
our  liberties  were  gone  beyond  redemp- 
tion. 9thly  and  lastly :  The  subduer  of 
kingdoms  and  empires  is  abroad.  No 
state  has  yet  proved  itself  able  to  resist 
hiiii ;  because  in  none  which  he  has  at- 
tacke<),  bad  the  people  the  blessing  of  li- 
berty, to  make  their  state  worth  nghting 
for.  England's  turn  is  not  distant.  Eng- 
Jand  therefore,  must  immediately  deter- 
mine to  be  free,  or  prepare  her  neck  for 
the  French  yoke. 

Such,  Sir,   is  my  reasoning;     And   I 
mean   it  to  applv,  not  only  to  the  mis- 
chievous error  of  aimingr   at  a  triennial 
parliament,  but  against  all  half-measures 
—the  ofl'^pring  of  indistinct  conceptions 
and  timidity — and  a'!  proposals  of  circuit- 
ous courses  for  recovering  our  liberties. 
For  stch  courses  we  have  not  time.     Such 
counjie!s  are  therefore  out  of  season.     The 
crisis  of  our  fate  demands  an   instant  de- 
cision :  we  must  be  now  free,  or  never. 
I  ^subscribe  myself,  Sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 
John  Cartwricut. 


THE  EDINBURGH  REVIEWERS. 

Sir  ; — Although  the  sentiments  of  the 
Edinburgh  Reviewers  were  formerly  known 
to  be  against  the  principle  of  Parliamen 
tzjry  Reform,  yet*  it  was  hoped,  by  some 
of  the  friends  of  that  measAe,  who  con- 
sidered that  the  talents  of  these  journalists 
xnight  have  been  a  tower  of  strength  to 
the  cau^,  that  the  growing  pressure  of 
our  pecuniary  inirdens ;  the  daily,  hourly, 
increasing  embarrassments,  and  danger  of 
our  political  situation ;  and  more  than  all, 
the  base  and  sliameless  devotk)n  of  iiie 
house  of  commons  to  the  views  of  the 


ministry,  so  strongly  exemplified  during 
the  last  session  of  parliament ;  mi^ht 
have  weakened  their  faith  in  the  present 
"  practice  and  true  principles  of  the  con- 
"  siitotion,"  which  they  have  so  elaborately 
extolled  in  an  article  on  Cobbett's  Re- 
gister in  1 807,  and  that  they  might  bav« 
been  led  to  doui)t  the  efficacy  of  that  sys- 
tem of  kingly  and  aristocratical  iuflueiict 
in  the  house  of  commons,  which  tliey 
have  represented  as  essential  to  the  very 
existence  of  the  constitution  itself.  But 
no,  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers,  wheiitr 
from  a  desire  to  maintain  their  consistency, 
— a  seeming  want  of  which  in  others  had 
so  strongly  excited  their  indignation,  or 
whether,  (and  it  is  with  some  degree  of 
pain  that  we  admit  the  supposition,)— lured 
to  their  former  opinions,  by  the  hope, 
at  no  very  distant  time,  of  a^in  basking 
in  the  sunshine  of  ministerial  power,  and 
which,  under  another  system,  might  be 
less  genial  to  plants  of  Scottish  growth; 
whether,  I  say,  it  were  these  or  what  other 
motive  that  secured  their  attachment  lo 
the  present  order  of  things,  we  presume 
not  to  decide :  the  fact  is  apparent  thil 
they  have  defended  their  doctrine,  in  their 
last  number,  with  all  the  force  of  their 
eloquence,   and   with   every,  exertion  of 

their   talent    and    ingenuity. It  were 

hopeless  to  attempt  to  follow  them  tlirouph 
the  windings,  and  shiftings  of  the  length- 
ened and  studied  defence  of  their  ccceJ. 
To  separate  truth  from  fallacVy  and  sound 
argument  from  sophistry^  when  blended 
with  such  skilful  hands',  is  an  operauon 
too  difficult  to  be  um-lt.rtaken  but  by  men 
of  strong  hes^ds,  and  laborious  habits.  The 
few  cursory  observations  we  shall  inali* 
on  the  general  nature  and  eflect  of  their 
doctrine,  we  hope,  may  induce  the  ad- 
mirers (»f  these  celebrated  critics,  to  pe- 
ruse with  great  caution  their  political 
tenets,  and  to  doubt  at  least  the  purity  of 
their  Conslituiional  principles,  whiieref 
may  be  their  opinions  of  their  ^kill  in  cri- 
ticism, or  the  extent  of  their  literary  ac- 
quirements.  The  Edinburgh  Reviewer? 

have  taken  care  in  the  pur|uit  of  their  ar- 
gument, to  soften  down  the  asperity  of 
their  opposition  to  the  reformers,  byo^** 
sional  concessions,  and  friendly  professioni 
towards  a  partial  alteration  in  the  boijsc 
of  commons  :  but  their  professiom  ww 
their  assumed  tone  of  sincerity  in  wishiBg 
to  see  all  the  abuses  of  the  gorernnieo^ 
purged  away,  may  be  boked  upon  w 
mere  rhetorical  artifice,  intended  to  f nlrap 
the  unwary  into  «ai  acknowWgnJ«B*  •« 
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their  principles ;  and  they  are  in  fact  as 
decidecUy  adverse  to  an  effectual  Parlia« 
mentary  Reforin,  as  Mr.  Perceval,  or  any 
of  the  present,  or  would-be  ministers  them- 
selres.  They  are  mere  temporizers,  sooth- 
ing the  countiy  under  its  present  afflic- 
tions, but  without  a   wish  to  remove   the 

cause  of  them. The  impression  that 

their  late  article  on  this  subject  is  calcu- 
lated to  make,  is ;  That  am/  reform  must 
be  inadequate  to  remove,  or  materially  to 
lighten  the  weight  of  taxes  under  which 
the  country  is  sinking;  That  these  taxes, 
and  all  their  consequent  evils,  have  arisen 
firom  the  prosecution  of  wai-s  undoubtedly 
popular,  and  that  the  people  have,  there- 
fore, only  themselves  to  blame  for  their 
accumulated  grievances  ;  That  the  pre- 
sent mode  of  electing  representatives  to 
parliament,  and  the  present  manner  of 
ioflaencing  them  when  so  elected,  is  not 
only  legal,  and  right,  but  is,  in  fact,  the 
judicious  practice^  pnd  true  principles  of 
the  constitution :  'And  that  to  attempt  any 
reform  is  dangerous,  and  unnecessary,  as 
the  present  system,  under  wise  and  provi- 
dent leaders,  is  fully  equal  to  the  removal 
of  those  abases^  which  are  the  most  unpo- 
pular and  irritating  ;  (what  abuses  are 
Botonpopnlar  we  are  yet  to  learn;)  and 
that  we  may  hope,  at  some  future  period, 
with  inch  leaders,  for  a  reduction  of  our 
poblic  debt,  a  curtailment  of  our  establish- 
ments, and  a  more  economical  expenditure 
of  the  national  resources.— -This  then  is 
all  the  consolation  that  these  acute  rea- 
toners  and  able  logicians,  in  the  abun- 
dance of  their  legislative  Wisdom,  are  able 
to  administer  to  the  drooping  spirits  of  the 
nation !  They  moreover  inform  us,  that 
''  in  the  present  state  of  tilings  it  it  the 
obvious  policy  of  a  minister  to  be  econo- 
mical in  hia  measures,'*  and  which  po- 
li«y>  "  is  full  as  good  a  security  for  their 
suioption,  as  the  warmer  zeal  and  higher 
sense  of  duty  of  a  reformed  legislature/' 
So  then  we  are  to  rest  our  security  from 
further  oppression  in  the  shape  of  taxes, 
no^  upon  the  sense  of  duty  of  our  rulers, 
or  their  desire  to  be  economical*  but  upon 
the  necessity  of  their  being  careful  of  the 
existing  revenue  of  the  public ;  the  peo- 
ple having  nothing  more  to  give,  or  they 
to.  expect.  Rest  satisfied,  therefore,  ye 
people  of  England,  with  your  governors 
present  and  to  come,  for  the  ]^inburgh 
n^viewers  assure  qs>  that  having  screwed 
from  you  almost  your  last  penny,  their 
"  obvipus  policyf'  is  to  make  the  most  of 
what  they  ncfw  get ! In  what  relates  to 


the  popularity  of  the  wars  which  have 
Unquestionably  brought  upon  the  country 
its  present  embarrassments,  thte  Edinburgh 
Reviewers  must  pardon  us  if  we  require 
other  proof  than  their  bare  assertion  of  their 
having  been  so.  They  would  however 
^ain  nothing  by  a  full  admission  of  the 
fact;  for  it  is  the  extravagant,  unneces- 
sary, an!  corrupt  expenditure  of  their 
money,  of  which  the  people  complain, 
and  not  of  any  spirited  and  liberal  appli* 
cation  of  their  resources.  The  popular 
voice,  supposing  it  to  exist,  may  be  a 
good  reason  for  entering  upon  a  war,  but 
can  never  be  a  justification  of  the  impro- 
vidence and  corruption  of  public  men  in 
the  conduct  of  it.  But  we  deny  altoge- 
ther that  any  of  the  wars  alluded  to  were 
called  for  by  the  people  ;  and  we  consider 
the  delusion  of  a  popular  cry-  to  be  one  of 
the  degrading  means  by  which  the  country 
has  been  betrayed  into  its  misfortunes,  and 
the  propagation  of  which,  may  always  be 
looked  upon  as  a  most  artful  and  power- 
ful auxiliary  of  a  polluted  administration. 
It  has  hitherto  been  an  easy  matter;  but 
we  hope  that  day  is  now  past,  for  tlje 
government  to  give  an  appearance  of  po- 
pularity to  all  its  political  schemes.  The 
moment  a  measure  was  resolved  upon,  the 
ministerial  entissarifs  were  let  loose  to 
counteract  and  overwhelm  opposition  be- 
fore it  could  well  appear.  The  innumer- 
able public  prints,  and  hireling  scribblers, 
connected  with  the  leaders  of  national 
affairs,  immediately  extolled  the  wisdom 
and  necessity  of  the  thing.  Not  only  in 
the  ihetropolis#  but  in  the  provincial  towns, 
and  villages,  the  whofe  host  of  greedy  ex^ 
pectants,  whether  in  black,  red,  or  grey 
coats,  gave  vent  to  these  intolerable  rab* 
ble  in  vindication  of  thoir  political  patrons, 
the  distributors  of  the  loaves  and  fishes. 
These  swarms  of  pestilential  insects,  thai 
fatten  upon  the  .offal,  as  it  were,  of.  the 
public  plunder  which  drops  horn  their  su- 
periors, infest  every  society,  and  buzx 
around  and  poison  every  social  company 
into  which  they  can  by  any  means  thrust 
their  heads.  Such  have  been  the  tricks 
of  every  ruling  j«nto,  since  that  blessed 
time  wnicl)  introduced  ministerial  influ* 
ence  into  the  house  of  commons  ;  that 
precious  period  which  the  Edinburgh  Re- 
viewers hail  as  the  birth-day  of  "  regular 
freedom."  But  this  is  not  the  voice  of 
the  people :  tl^at  voice  U  never  appealed 
to,  but  is  lost  in  the  hubbub,  and  senseless 
clamour  of  contractors,  peculators,  place- 
hunters,  and  their  sneakhig  tribe  of  foU 
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lowers.  The  good  sense  and  hooesty  of 
the  country  retire  abashed,  and  ashamed 
cf  such  company,  and  suiier  quietly  the 
growing  injuries  brought  upon  them  by 
this  coi  morant  crew,  rather  than  encoun- 
ter open  insult,  and  brutal  violence  :  But 
this  disgraceful  apathy  cannot,  nor  ought 
Rot,  to  continue  much  longer.  Truth  and 
honesty  must  triumph  at  last.  Had  Mr. 
Pitt  listened  in  1793  to  the  real  voice  oF 
the  nation,  and  distrusted  a  little  the  sug* 
gestions  of  his  own  political  wisdom,  or 
vanity,  he  would  scarcely  have  plunged 
the  country  into  a  war,  merely  on  account 
#f  the  paltry  provocations  of  the  then  un- 
stable and  mad  government  of  France. 
Bat  Mr.  Pitt  falsely  calculated  upon  bum- 
hVm^  this  haughty  enemy,  and  upon  him- 
•elf  cutting  a  brilliant  figure  in  the  nego- 
tiations of  Euj^pe,  If  instead  of  uphold- 
ing this  measure  by  extravagant  exagger- 
ations of  the  danger  of  French  principles, 
tnd  French  revolutions,  he  had  kept  a 
tight  hand  upon  the  few  factions  at  home, 
nii  had  conceded  to  the  just  demands 
c^f  the  major  and  reasonable  part  of  the 
tpuntry  ;  redressed  their  grievances,  and  re- 
gulated the  representation,  even  according 
to  his  own  expressed  judgment,  he  would 
have  established  his  fame  on  a  much  more 
solid  foundation  than  it  rests  upon  at  the 
present  day.  It  is  from  this  time  that  we 
•re  to  date  the  rapid  accumulation  of  our 
most  pressing  calamities.  The  rupture  of 
Addittgtop's  treaty  was  evidently  popular, 
because  t^  abide  by  it  was  evidently  more 
dangerous  than  war.  It  is  the  same  con- 
Tictkm  that  upholds  the  popularity  of  the 
war  at  this  moment ;  it  is  popular  by  ne- 
cessity ;  if  that  can  be  said  to  be  popular 
wl^ich  admits  not  of  a  choice.  But  we 
•re  not  hence  to  conclude,  that  the  people 
are  accessory  to  their  own  degradation, 
because  they  acquiesce  in  an  unavoidable 
•vil.  So  fai'  Irom  the  people  being  at  any 
time  axixious  or  clamourous  for  war,  it 
vay  be  securely  laid  down  as  a  principle 
that  the  real  popular  sentiment  of  all 
countries  is  ever  in  opposition  to  begin 
war  under  any  circumstances.  '  When  a 
war  is  once  begun,  it.is  true,  that  the  peo- 
ple may  be  artfuUy  led  by  a  thousand 
ways  to  give  it  in  appearance  their  sanc- 
tion. Even  the  best  feelings  of  their  na- 
ture ;  honour,  national-pride,  patriotism, 
nay  be  entrapped  into  this  service.  But 
it  would  he  highly  unjust,  therefore,  to 
reproach  them  with  beiit^the  cause  of  the 
dbtresses  which  the  resuh  might  bring 
upon  them.    As  well  m%ht  the  people  of 


England  be  said  to  have  dictated  the 
miserable  policyi  which  has  marked  our 
conduct  towards  Spain,  bfcause  it  was  the 
universal  and  animated  wish  of  the  nation 
to  alFord  effectual  assistance  and  relief  to 
that  unhappy  country. — The  present  sys- 
tem of  administering  the  English  constitu- 
tion is  said  by  the  reviewers  to  be  "ex- 
pedient." It  is  pretended  that  the  three 
great  bafancing  powers  of  king,  lords,  and 
commons,  cannot  perform  their  oper^ 
tions  with  smoothness  and  effect  without 
narrowing  the  sphere  of  their  action,  aiid 
concentrating  their  force  in  the  house  cf 
commons ;  and  this  is  to  prevent  those 
rude  collisions  which  have  heretofore  sub- 
verted the  monarchy.  This  union  of  tlie 
three  great  controuling  powers,  which  is 
in  fact  a  collusion  against  the  people,  tbej 
have  the  barefacedness  to  denominate  tbe 
"  true  principles  of  the  English  constitu- 
tion." They  might  as  well  have  said  at 
once,  what  would  scarcely  have  deserved 
more  contempt;  that  in  order  to  sccore 
the  people  from  the  effects  of  corruption,  if 
to  make  it  more  certain,  and  practicable, 
by  making?  it  easier  to  be  accomplisbed. 
It  is  no  information  or  satisfaction  to  os  tt 
be  told  that  this  has  been  the  pactict 
since  the  sra  of  the  Revolutipn.  We  know 
it  has,  and  we  also  know  full  well  the  con- 
sequences. It  is  because  it  has  so  k»f 
been  practised,  and  that  ft  does  at  tiui 
moment  exist,  that  w*e  complain:  lUff 
shall  we  cease  to  complain  till  it  is  mnt- 
died,  that  is,  till  a  free  and  full  repre" 
sentation  of  the  people  is  established.  The 
Edinburgh  Reviewers  may-  flourish  tlieif 
eloquence  as  much  as  they  please  on  tha 
weakness  and  corruptioiiof  himiannatar^ 
and  on  the  impossibility  of  malting  anv 
alteration  for  the  better,  in  the  h<Miae  of 
commons,  so  long  as  it  is  so.  We  think 
that  theie  is,  at  least,  as  much  reason,  V^ 
philosophy  too,  in  the  plan  that  goes  tore- 
move  temptation  out  of  Ub  way,  as  in  that 
which  professes  to  establish  a  basis  of  cor* 
ruption  upon  principle,  and  then  justifiw 
its  pernicious  effects  on  the  plea  of  ex- 
pediency.  ^To  support  diis  argumcnW 

they,  as  well  as  aU  others  who  liav* 
advanced  it,  have  recourse  to  theexampl€» 
which  occurred  in  the  reign  of  the  Stuart*^ 
U  is  triumphantly  asserted  that  their  mi^ 
fortunes  are  to  be  attributed  to  an  atteoipt 
to  abide  by  the  theory  of  the  constitution, 
and  neglecting  to  establrish  an  influence  in 
the  house  of  commons :  while  the  abomi- 
nable attempts  of  the  v^hole  of  this  famBy 
to  overtura  tbt  constitution  ak9getber»*i* 
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carefolly  kept  out  of  sight.     Hume,  who 
is   the    aK:knowledged    apologist    of '  the 
Staartsv  doe«  not  however  venture  to  legiti- 
mate this  practice  in  their  behalf.     And  in 
his  Essays  on  Government,  where  it  is  to  be 
i-emenibiered  that  he  speaks  speculatively, 
though  he  thinks  that  the  king  must  have  an 
influence  there,  to  counteract  the  omnipo- 
tence of  the  cooimons,  it  never  entered  his 
head  that  the  aristocracy  must  have  one 
also;  and    he   is  part'icul^rly  cautious   to 
state  the  ditficulty  of  poinding  out  the  due 
proportion  to  be  allowed,  and  even  laments 
the  impossibility  of  doing  so  with  any  de- 
gree of  certainty  oreflBcicy  :  ''  Thei-eis/' 
says  he,  "  in  this  case  a  peculiar  ditficulty, 
"  which  would  embarrass  the  mo^f  know- 
^'  itig,  and  must  impartial   Examiner.'' — 
Mr.  Laiitg  too,  in  his  history,  though  he 
points  out  the  neglect  of  this  measure  a*j 
the  cause  of  the  unhappy  convulsions  which 
ai^itated  the  country  in  the  reign  of  the 
Stuarts,  he  is  far  from  recommending  it, 
like  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers,  either  as  a 
necessary  or  a  constitutional  proceeding. 
Both  these   historians  have  on  tlie  other 
hand  bestowed  upon  the  Stuarts  the  general 
character,  they  sojustly  deserved,  of  being 
arbitrary  and  bigoted  to  the  last  degree, 
hi  fact  the  whole  period  of  their  reign  was 
an  attempt  to  establish  absolute   power, 
»id  to  destroy  those  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  people,  which  they  had  sworn  to 
maintain  inviolate.     Are  we  then  to  illus- 
trate new  maxims  of  government,  and  to 
jastify  encroachments   upon  the  English 
Constitution,  from  examples  of  this  nature  ? 
Could  the  Stuarts  have  been  satisfied  to 
have  reigned  according  to  the  laws   of 
England,  their  posterity  might  at  this  mo- 
njcnt  have  been  on  its  th«*one,  and,  by  so 
reigninfj,  the  Etiinburgh  Reviewers  would 
have  been  depnved  of  the  opportunity  of 
exercising  their  ingenuity  at  the  expense 
of  their  judgment  and  candour,  in  defend- 
ing a  system  which  in  their  conscienotjs 
tbey^  cannot  approve. — There  is  one  arti- 
fice in  great  vogue  with  the  opposera  of 
Parliamentary   Retbrm,   and    which    the 
cldiuburgh  Reviewers  practise  in  common 
^th  the  rest,  which  ought  not  to  escape 
notice.    It  is  by  constantly  praising,  and 
keeping  the  public  attention  fixed  upon 
the  degree  of  liberty  we  enjoy,  and  (he 
Impartial  distribution  of  justice  in  this  our 
bappy  Country.     They  do  not  perhaps  re- 
collect that  we  owe  that  impartial  distribu- 
tion chiefly,  if  not  solely,  to  the  ministers 
*rf  jttHtice  being  unconnected   with  that 
prKiom  '^  iiij(hieiic«/'  wbicb  ii  tbe  idol  of 


their  wishes.  And  they  choose  to  forget* 
that  while  we  have  freedom  of  speech,  and 
liberty  of  person,  we  are  daily  deprived  of 
those  comforts  which  make  the  latter  an 
enjoyment;  and  that  the  former,  when 
not  prostituted  to  the  basest  purposes,  it 
unhappily  more  in  use  to  complain  of  our 
grievances  than  to  extol  the  blessings 
derived  from  our  *'  invaluable"  constitu- 
tion. The  secret  of  this  mode  of  conduct 
may  be  traced  in  the  following  words  of 
the  Edinburgh  Reviewers,  which  may  b© 
referred  to  in  the  10th  Vol.  p.  277,  of 
their  political  lucubrations. — "  Those  who 
"  expect  to  see  a  nation  rise  as  one  man, 
**  in  consequence  of  the  gradual  and  regu- 
*'  lar  increase  of  their  pecuniary  burthens, 
"  must  found  their  hopes  upon  histories  of 
*'  human  aflairs,  and  vitnvs  of  human  na- 
**  ture,  which  the  rest  of  the  world  are  not 
"  in  possession  of.'*— BeUigsiife,  therefore/ 
on  this  head,  they  consider  that  the  only 
thing  necessary  to  secure  a  smooth  and 
easy  current  to  the  present  or  any  system 
of  government,  is  to  avoid  shock 'Og  too 
rudely  the  public  mind  by  any  alarmitig 
encroachments  on  its  liberty  ;  and  to 
leave  it  unmolested  in  the  possession  of  its 
popular  opiniotv*:,  and  prejudk;<\s.  It  it 
possible,  however,  that  even  ihese  Machia- 
velian  expounders  may  be  out  in  their 
calculations.  R. 

Siqffbrdshire,  \st  Oct,  1809. 


STATE  OF  SPAIN. 

Sir ; — How  little  it  can  be  expected  that 
the  people  of  Spain  will  rise  in  mass  to 
resist  the  Fren'^h,  we  may  draw  a  pretty 
accurate  conclusion  from  the  following 
passages  in  Fischee's  Pjcturk  of  \  alen- 
ciA  (translated  from  the  German,  written 

in  1802,   lately  publi^^hed). Page  172. 

"  Imposts.  These  are  divided  into  royal 
and  manorial.  The  former  are  very  inconsi- 
derable, and  are  confined  to  what  is  here 
called  the  equivalent,  wKich  is  a  very  mo- 
derate tax  on  income  [Valoncia  is  not 
subject  to  the  sisus  or  the  miif tones,  or  in 
general  to  the  oppressivt  renias  ptovmciufes^ 
which  are  exacted  in  the  provinces  be- 
longing to  the  crown  of  Castile.]  The 
latter  are  more  oppressive  than  in  any 
other  province  o{  Spain.  They  consist  in 
the  appropriation  in  kind,  soiut-times  of  a 
fifth  or  sixUi,  at  others  even  of  one  itiurth 
or  one  third  of  the  whole  produce  of  the 
toH  of  the  industrious  husbandman^  To 
this  muHt  be  added,  a  great  number  of 
privilQget  or  n/Lh»v  uiurpations^  such  at 
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privileged  presses,  ovens,  shops  and  posa- 
das,  which  are  likewise  extremely  op- 
pressive.— The  origin  of  those  barbarous 
rights  must  be  sought  in  the  ancient 
feudal  system.  After  the  conquest  of  Va- 
lencia in  1238,  the  kings  of  Arragon  di- 
vided the  lands  among  their  nobles,  who 
assumed  the  right  of  taxing  their  vassals  at 
their  own  discretion. — The  total  expul- 
sion of  the  Moors  in  1G()9,  produced    no 

alteration   in  this  system. ^The  farmer 

of  this  country,  notwithstanding  the  fer- 
tility of  the  soil,  and  his  own  indefati- 
gable exertions,  is  never  able  to  acquire 
a  decent  competence. — Can  it  be  sur- 
prizing, .that,  weary  of  such  oppression, 
he  should  more  than  once  have  risen 
against  the  nobility  and  the  landeJ  pro- 
prietors in  general,  and  should  have  de- 
manded the  abolition  oF  thone  rights, 
which  might  with  more  propriety  be  de- 
nominated unjust  usurpations? — Should, 
however,  a  revolution  break  out  at  some 
future  period  in  Spain,  these  oppressions 
will,  doubtless,  furnish  the  first  occasion 
for  it.  The  events  of  1802,  are  still  fresh 
in  the  recollection  of  every  reader.  The 
government  took  the  greatest  pains  to  con- 
ceal them  :  for  they  were  of  a  much  more 
serious  nature  than  is  generally  supposed/' 

B.  C. 


MERCHANTS  IN  THE  ISLAND  OF 
ST.  THOMAS. 

Sir; — It  is  a  fact  of  public  notoriety 
that  British  subjects,  are  by  their  govern- 
ment, permitted  and  encouraged  to  reside 
in  neutral  countries,  into  which  they  annu- 
ally import  British  manufactured  goods  to 
a  considerable  amount,  and  which  (by  re- 
siding under  a  neutral  flag)  they  arc  ena- 
bled to  introduce  into  the  colonies  of  our 
enemies. — The  amount  of  British  manu- 
factured goods,  that,  in  time  of  war,  are, 
by  these  means,  forced  into  the  colonic;? 
of  our  enemies,  i>  truly  astonishing  ;  and 
is  consequently  highly  advantageous  to  tJie 
English  nation. — ^I'he  hides,  coffee,  cotton, 
and  indigo;  which  were  received  from  the 
Spaniards  and  others  in  payment  of  the 
British  goods  which  were  disposed  of  to 
them,  (under  th«  protection  of  the  neutral 
flag)  were  shipped  to  England,  the  duties 
on  which  paid  a  very  large  revenue  (and 
independent  of  the  shipping  employed) 
was  of  course  highly  beneficial  to  the 
nation. — The  profits,  which  in  the  course 
of  tipie,  were  realized  by  the  merchant, 
fn  p.'osecuting  tbi)^  trade,  were  finally 


i 


vested,  either  in  the  funds,  or  in  the  lands, 
purchased  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  Eng- 
lishman, (whose  habits  and  modes  of  Ufe 
seldom  coincide  with  those  of  foreigners) 
invariably  keeps  his  eye  fixed  on  his  na- 
tive soil,  and  anxiously  counts  the  days 
that  he  is  compelled  to  absent  himself 
from  that  country  and  those  friends,  to 
whom  he  is  so  strongly  attached.  This 
trade,  it  appears  then,  was  equally  bene- 
ficial to  the  English  governmtnt;  and  to 
the  imiividual  who  carried  it  on ;  but 
while  the  mvrchant  is  engaged  in  his  ac- 
customed pursuits,  he  is  surprized  by  t 
sudden  declaration  of  war  ;  his  ships  and 
property  are  overtaken  at  sea,  (for  at  the 
time  of  their  sailing  even  the  possibility 
of  a  war  could  not  have  been  foreseen] ; 
he  is  carried  into  an  Admiralty  Court, 
where  that  property,  which  would  ulti- 
mately have  been  sent  to  England,  and 
would"  have  paid  for  those  very  British  ma- 
nufactuied  goods,  (which  under  the  nctJ- 
tral  flag,  he  had  been  introducing  among 
our  enemies)  is  condemned  as  l>eing  the 
property  of  an  enemy !  !  !  These,  Sir,  arc 
no  imaginary  evils,  but  a  true  and  faithful 
statement  of  the  consequences  which  befel 
many  English  subjects,  who  resided  in  the 
Danish  West  India  islands,  previous  to  the 
late  declaration  of  war  against  Denmark, 
and  a  reference  to  the  records  of  the  West 
India  Admiralty  Courts,  will  but  too 
strongly  corroborate  the  fact. — The  fore- 
going statement,  although  but  an  outline 
of  the  subject,  will.  Sir,  I  trust,  be  suffi- 
cient to  engage  the  attention  of  govern- 
mcnt  to  the  excessive  hardship  of  the 
rose  ;  but  here.  Sir,  uiiforlonately,  the  evil 
does  not  rest:  the  advantages  which  be- 
longed to  this  port  fonnerTy,  of  course 
ceased  with  its  neutrality  ;  but  the  ex- 
travagant fees,  and  charges  of  office,  which 
have  been  imposed  since  its  capture,  do 
in  fact  amount  to  nearly  a  prohibition  to 
any  vessels  entering  this  once  flourisbiug, 
but  now  ruined  port. — I  am.  Sir, 

St.  ThornoB,  Juli/  1,  1«09.  A.  B. 


Correspondence  betwa^n  Mr.  Perceval,  and 
Lords  Grey  and  Grcnvillb. 

No.  I. — Letter  sent  in  duplicate  k>  Earl  Grey 
and  Lord  GrenviUe, 

Windsor,  Saturday,  Sept.  23,  IS(W. 

My  Lord — ^The  Duke  of  Portland  having 

signified  to  his  Majesty  his  intention  of 

retiring  firoro   his  Majesty's    service,  iu 

consequence  of  the  state  of  his  Grace's, 
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health,  his  Majesty  has  authorized  Lord 
Lirerpool,  iii  conjunction  with  myself,  to 
communicate  uith  your  Lordship  and 
Lord  Grey,  for  I  be  purpose  of  forming  an 
extenJeJ  and  combined  Administration. — 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  your  Lordship,  in 
consequence  of  this  communication,  will 
come  to  town,  in  order  that  as  little  time 
as  possible  may  be  lost  in  forwarding  this 
important  objt-ct,  and  that  you  will  have 
the  goodness  to  inform  me  of  your  arrival. 
—1  am  also  to  acquaint  your  Loidsbip,  that 
I  have  received  his  Majesty's  command^ 
to  make  a  similar  communicution  to  Lord 
Grey  of  his  majesty's  pleasure. — I  think  it 
proper  to  add,  for  your  Lordship's  infor- 
mation, tliat  Lord  Castlereagh  and  Mr. 
Secretary  Canning  have  intimated  their 
intemions  to  resign  their  offices. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 
Spencer  Pekceval. 


No.  IL — Answer  from  Efirl  Grey. 

'  H(yu:ick,  Sept.  26- 
Sir, — 1  hare  this  evening  h  id  the  ho- 
nour of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  *23td, 
informing  me,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
Jpuke  of  Portland's  intention  of  retiring 
from  his  Majesty's  service,  his  Majesty 
had  aulhorisetl  you,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  to  commuuicate 
>vith  Lord  Grenviile  !\nd  myself,  for  the 
wrpose  of  form!  ng  an  extended  and  com- 
oioed  Administration,  and  expressing  a 
^ope,  that,  in  consequence  of  this  coumiu- 
nicatioD,  I  would  go  to  town,  in  order  that 
as  little  time  as  possible  may  be  lost  in  for- 
kvarding  this  important  object. — Had  his 
Majesty  been  pleased  to  signify  that  he 
lad  any  conunands  for  me  personally,  1 
bould  not  have  lost  a  moment  in  shewing 
ny  duty  and  obedience,  by  a  prompt  at- 
eridance  on  his  royal  pleasure. — But 
vhen  it  is  proposed  to  me  to  communicate 
vith  his  Majesty's  present  Ministers,  for 
he  purpose  of  forming  a  combined  Admi- 
lislratiun  with  them,  I  feel  that  I  should 
»e  inanting  in  duty  to  his  Majesty,  and  in 
airness  to  ihem,  if  I  did  not  frankly  and  at 
Qce  declare,  that  such  an  union  is,  with 
espect  to  mi?,  under  the  present  circum- 
tancci,  impossible.  This  being  the  an- 
w^er  that  I  find  myself  under  the  necessity 
f  giving,  my  appearance  in  I^ndon  could 
e  of  no  advantage,  and  might  possibly,  at 
moment  like  the  present,  be  attended 
ithsome  inconvenience. — Ihave  thought 
'  belter  to  request,  that  you  will  hav^  the 
oodness  to  lay  my  duty  at  the  feet  of  bit 


Majesty,  humbly  entreating  him  not  to  at- 
tribute to  any  want  of  attachment  to  hm 
Royal  Person,  or  to  diminisiied  zeal  for  his 
service,  my  declining  a  communication, 
which,  on  the  terms  proposed,  couid  l^ad 
to  no  useful  result,  and  which  might  be  of 
serious  detriment  to  the  country,  if,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  less  decisive  answer  from 
me,  any  further  delay  should  take  place  iu 
the  formation   of  a  settled    government. 

1  am,  &c. 

Grey* 


No.  III. — First  Answer  from  Lord  Grenviile. 

Bocormoc,  Sept.  25,  1809. 
Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
your  le4:ter  of  the  23rd  instant,  and  under^ 
standing  it  as  an  official  significatic«i  oi 
his  Majesty's  pleasure  for  my  attendance 
in  town,  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  repairing 
thither,  in  humble  obedience  to  his  Majes- 
ty's commands. — I  must  beg  leave  to  defer, 
until  my  arrival,  ad  observations  on  tho 
other  matters  to  which  your  letter  relates? 
I  have,  &c. 

GkENYlLLE. 


No;  IV. — Second     Answer  from    Lord 
Grenvitle. 

S^t.  20,  \S09. 
Sir, — Ilavmg  last  night  arrived  here,  in 
humble  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  com- 
mands, 1  think  it  now  my  duty  to  lose  no 
time  in  expressing  to  you  the  necessity 
under  which  I  feel  myseli  of  declining  the 
communication  proposed  in  your  letter; 
being  satished  that  it  could  not,  under  the 
circumstances  there  mentioned,  be  pro- 
ductive of  any  public  advantage* — I  trust 
1  need  not  say,  that  this  opinion  is  neither 
founded  in  any  sentiment  oP  personal 
hostility,  nor  in  a  desire  of  unnecessarily 
prolonging  political  diflerences. — To  com- 
post, not  to  inflame  the  divisions,  of  the 
Empire,  has  always  been  mj'  anxious  wish, 
and  is  now  more  than  ever  the  duty  of 
every  loyal  subject ;  but  my  accession  to 
the  existing  Administration  could,  I  am 
confident,  in  no  respect  contribute  to  this 
object ;  nor  could  it,  I  think,  be  considered 
in  any  other  light  than  as  a  dereliction  of 
public  principle. — This  answer,  which  I 
must  have  given  to  any  such  proposal  if 
made  while  the  Government  was  yet  en- 
tire, cannot  be  varied  by  the  retreat  of 
some  of  its  Members. — My  objections  are 
not  personal — they  apply  to  the  principle 
of  th$  Government  itself,  and  to  the  cir* 
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cutnstances  which  attemled  its  appoint- 
ment.— I  have  now,  therefore,  only  to  re- 
quest, that  you  will  do  me  the  honour  of 
EubmiUing,  in  the  most  rtispectful  terms, 
these  my  humble  opinions  to  his  Majesty, 
accoinpanietl  by  the  dutiful  and  sincere 
a  surance  of  my  earnest  desire  at  all  times 
to  tt-siiJy,  by  all  such  means  as  are. in  my 
power,  my  unvaried  2^a\  for  his  Majesty's 
service.  I  have,  &c. 

Grenville. 


No.  V. — Lelier  front  Mr.  Perceval  to  Lord 
Grenville. 

Sept.  29,  1 809 
My  Lord  ; — I  lost  no  time  in  communi- 
cating to  Lord  Liverpool  your  L')rdship'> 
leittr  of  this  day. — It  is  with  great  con- 
cern ih;4t  we  have  le.irnt  from  it,  ihat  your 
Lord' hip  iVeis  yourseit  under  the  necessity 
of  drcliniiii;  the  conanunication  which  1 
have  had  »he  honour  to  propose,— In  pro- 
posiupr  to  yuur  Loixhh  p  and  Lor^l  i>rey, 
under  his  Ai'ijt^sty's  auih'irity,  to  commu- 
nictte  with  Loni  Livi*ij>ooi  and  myseif, 
not  for  the  agression  ot*  your  Lon'«hip  to 
the  pre«eiii  AH  minimi  r^itioii  but  for  the  pur- 
po^'o  of  r  rmiug  a  combined  and  ex'endf-d 
Admini^ll  .Tiiti,  no  idea  existed  in  our 
inin.*s  af  the  necessity  of  any  dereliction 
of  p.di'ic  j>riiH  iple  on  either  side. — Your 
Lordship  may  rist  assured j  that  in  com- 
inuni<«tiiiir  to  hH  Majesty  the  necessity 
undrr  v^hith  you  feel  yrurelf  ot*  declining 
the  comniun  carion  ubich  I  had  the  honour 
to  ptopose  to  your  L*»rds?>ip,  1  will  do  every 
jiiRtite  to  the  respectful  teinis,  and  the 
dutiful  and  sincere  as>niance  of  your 
Lordship's  unvaried  ^:e  ii  for  b'\<  Majesty's 
service,  %viih  which  ihc  expression  of  that 
necessity  was  accompanied. — I  cannot 
concludr*  ti'iihont  exp^ts^i^^  the  sntislhc- 
tion  of  L'»rd  Lirprpool  ami  my>elf  at  your 
Lordship's  assurunce,  that  the  failure  of 
this  proposal  is  not  to  be  asrribed  to  any 
sentiment  of  personal  hostihiy. 

1  have,  &c.  &c. 

6p.  Perceval. 

OFFICIAL  PAPEllS. 

Spanish    Papers. — O.ficial   Account,   by 

General  ('u:\sUt,  of  the  iiattk  nf  Taldtcra, 

to  the  Sccreiury  at    War,  daud  Seville, 

Sept.  7. 

^  Mo«st   Excellent   Si"; — I  removed  my 

bead-quariers  on    he'iJst  current,  to  Ve- 

hldd,   accor  ling  to  wh.it  1  niintioned   in 

Miy  former  dispatch  of  the  same  night. 


This  communication  was  made  af^er  1  had 
seen  at  Oro|>e^a,  in  the  evening  of  thai 
day,  the  gallant  and  iltustrious  army  of 
the  English. — These  forces  having  all  re- 
united  in  that  town,  1  ordered  my  van- 
guard to  be  placed  before  Velada,  con- 
cluding that  the  firing  1  then  discovered, 
was  a  skirmishing  of  our  parties  with  an 
advanced  body  of  the  enemy,  stationed  at 
thit  tin>e  in  the  district  of  (iamonal,  two 
leagues  distant  from  Talavera,  and  whitli 
in  the  sequel  was  routed  and  pursued  to 
^asar.     At  break  of  day  on  the  22nii,  my 
army  being  assembled    in  the  exten<ir< 
plain  between  Velada  and  Talavera,  I  di- 
rected  thit  the  v.mguard,  under  the  in* 
trepid  Chief  Brigadier- Gen«»ral  Don  W 
d«  Zay.iS,  should  charge  the  enemy,  who 
had  been  reinforced   w  ith  the  division  of , 
cavairy  of  General  Latour  Waubour^.and  | 
I  directed    that  the  divi>  ons  of  iufanirf 
and  cavairy  should  march   m  clo>e  order, 
that   thus  advancing    towards    Talavera, 
.  they  mierhl  resist  the  attack  if  the  Frend  ; 
shou'd  endeavour  ii>  lorte  the  entrance  to  i 
this  place,  as  they  seemed  to  havedetfr-J 
mined.     The  dispatch  of  Zayas,  No.  I.j 
sent  by  this  opportunity,  will  give  yon  ll 
perlecl  knowledge  of  what  occurred  (^ 
that   mornmg.      [This  comiounieatioD  n 
promised  in  a  new  Suppleoii-m  to  the  ^3 
vilie  Gazette,  but  was  notpubiished  at tifr. 
time  of  the  departure  of^  the  vessel.)-' 
The  whole  army  followed  the  vangnatd, 
passing  by  Talavera,  and  took  up  a  post*. 
tion  in  thie  olive  grounds,  between  tWi 
town,  and  the  rivfer  Albert  he. — ^Tbe  Bri-j 
tisb  army  on  the  night  of  the  2l8t,  marcbei 
from  Oropesa,  and  on  the  following  nion^ 
ing,  united  with  us,  and  while  the  va» 
guard  attacked  and  repulsed  the  enem^ 
the  English  also  filed  off  by  Talavera,  t 
take  up  a  position  on  our  left,  accordiflj 
to  the  plan  agreed.  It  was.  Most  Excellei 
Sir,  a  magnificent  exhibition,  whenwea^ 
the  combined  armies   in  a  plain  of  ttrf 
leagues  extent,  advancing  upon  theenerof* 
and   most  brilliant  and  gratifying  was  il» 
aiimirable  order,  firmness  and   gallant.7i 
with  wh.ch  this  movement  was  perforrow 
by  our  allies.     The  whole  evening  of  the 
2*2nd  we  were  reconnoiiering  the  camp  w 
the  enemy, -when  we  took  some  prisouert 
betwtren  the  wood  ami  the  olive  groands 
who  could  not  reach  their  vanguard,  whict 
had  been  obliged  to  retreftt  in  conscquwcc 
of  an  intrepid  charge   by  our  cavalry-* 
During  the  wht>le  of  the  *!2Sd  nothing  de- 
serving no:i  e  happened.     It  was  emptor 
ed  in  examining  the  positioa  rf  tk«  «»•• 
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my,  who  had  a^m  concentrated  h'n  ft)rces 
in  the  district  of  Casalega*,  and  on  the  ad- 
jacent heights,  preserving  Ins   Tanguard 
supported   by  som«  pieces  nf  artillery  on 
the  bridiire  and    abores  ot*  the  river  A!- 
herche,  and   whrcli  fired  the  greater  part 
of  the  day  on  oor  ^irniishing  parties. — 1 
had  agreeil  with   ihe  Geiif  rat  in  Cliipf  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty's  army,  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley,  as  to  tht-  dttack  on  the  brid^ 
and  shores  of  the  rivt^r  before  d:\y  break 
on  the  z+th,  and  to  this  purpose,  I  »enl  on- 
ward the   5th   drvi.Hion  of  infantry  und*T 
Marshal  de  <Jamp  D.  Luis  de  Basiecourt, 
in  rhe  ♦•vennig  of  the  2 'id,  in  order,  that 
after  having  crossed   at  the  ford  of  Car- 
drel,  three    leagues   frura  Talavei*a,  thry 
might  inarch  by  the  contigu«>us  heights, 
so  as  by  bre:ik  of  day  on  the  2  Uh  to  fall 
On  the  re.ir-Kuard   and   right  flank  of  the 
triny  of  the  enemy  at  Casalej^as.     Ar  the 
same  hour.  I  proposed  to  aitack  in  person 
on  the  left  fl  ink,  and   a  part  of  his  front, 
while  the  English  army  assailed  the  whole 
of  his  right.     TTie  flight  of  the  enemy  du- 
ring  the   night  of  the  23d    disconcerted" 
thi?  p'an.   nml  when  ai  dawn  of  the  24th, 
we  saw   ttie  French  camp   abandoned,  1 
thought  It  proper  to  hjllow  them  with  my 
army  alone  (as  the  Briish  army  reinained 
in'Oasaleira^   and    the  shores  of  the   Al- 
benrhe),  with   the   hope   of  reaching  hi> 
rcar-guaid,  or  some  portion  of  it-     Th.' 
news  i^hi.  h   I  acquired   of  h;s  route,  ap- 
prized me  that  he  had  procet  deJ  in  two 
columns  \by  Santa  Olafla  and  Ce!  olla,  anil 
in  consequence,    I  divided  my  army  so  a^ 
to  follow  him  in.  bo  h   directions.     No't- 
withstanding   the   forced   march    of  my 
army,  who  made  their  day's  progress  with- 
out fcttigue,  we  could  not  accomplish  our 
object,  as  the  enemy  had  early  commenc- 
ed his  retreat,  and*  had   proceeded  with 
great  rapidity.      On   the   24th,    having 
posted  myself  in  Santa  Olalla,  I  ordered 
the  troops  which  had  taken  the  road  of 
Cebolla  to  join  me,  whh  the  exception  of 
the  5th  corps,  which  I  left  there  to  watch 
the  district,  placing  the  vanguard  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Alcabon,  from  when«e 
the  piquets  of  the  enemy  were  dislodged, 
tnd  pnrsned  to  Torrijos,  where  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  army  of  the  enemy  was 
stationed. 

The  ^hole  of  the  25th  was  engaged  in 
^ing  repose  to  tlie  troopfi>  and  in  appor- 
tioning the  ratipns,  which  were  ejrtremely 
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reconnoitre  our  situation,  btrt  \ti  both  at*, 
tempts  they  were  disappointed  by  the 
valour  oi  the  officers  commanding  the 
skiiniishing  parties,  who  attacked  them  otl 
atl  sitles,  and  previ  nted  their  approach. 
At  nine  o'clock  at  night,  of  the  same  day^ 
1  had  information  that  the  enemy  was  ad- 
vancing upon  Torrijos  and  that  his  whole 
army  was  In  movement,  but  my  advicei 
did  not  mstruct  me*  to  which  point  th« 
t^i eater  part  was  pr(»ceeding.  On  hearing 
tnls,  1  apprised  llie  Generals,  and  dispatch- 
ed an  olficer  to  Oeneral  Wellesiey.  In 
cx)n>equence  of  his  determitiation  and  di- 
reciitMi,  and  on  finding  my  vanguard 
|>oMerfiilly  attacked  on  the  moiming  of 
the  26«h,  by  a  very  superior  'force,  and 
the  enemy  indicating  a  design  of  making^ 
a  general  attack,  I  resolved  to  make  a  re- 
trograde movement  upon  the  Alberche,  t# 
reunite  with  the  linglish,  which  i  eflecied 
on  the  evening  of  the  satnc  day.  The  dis- 
pMches  of  Brigadier-General  IX»n  Josef 
de  Zayas,  and  of  Lieutenant-General  the 
diike  of  Alburqucrque,  Nos.  2  and  3  (not 
yet  published)  expl.tiu  the  particulars  of  the 
action  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  and  in 
which  the  corps  there  mentioned  acquired 
great  credit  tor  their  firmness  and  valoar, 
8cc. — ThuH  the  evening  of  the  26th  con- 
chided  ;  and  after  leaving  conferred  with 
C*eneral  Wellesiey  that  night  on  our  situa- 
tion, I  resolved  to  repass  tlie  Alberche  on 
(he  morning  of  the  following  day,  when 
we  agreed  that  the  ri^ht  litie  should  be 
taken  by  the  Spanish,  and  the  left  by  the 
English  army.  The  English  vanguard  re- 
mained during  that  night  in  Casalegas,  and 
on  the  heighu  near  it,  under  Lieutenant* 
General  Sherbrooke,  wi.h  orders  to  retire 
to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  which  were 
obeyed  on  the  morning  of  the  27  th. — I 
must  now  observe,  that  at  dawn  on  the 
24th  Marshal  Victor  had  withdrawn  from 
the  post  he  occupied  on  the  shores  of  the 
Alberche,  in  order  to  avoid  the  attack 
meditated  on  that  day  by  the  allied  armies ; 
and  he  afteinvards  united  hiniselr,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Toledo,  with  the  forces 
under  General  Sebastiani,  and  with  8,000 
men  composing  the  guard  of  the  Royal 
Impostor,  who  took  the  command  of  the 
whole,  thus  congre^zated  assisted  by  Mar- 
shals Jourdon  and  Victor,  and  by  General 
Seb^tiani. — It  now  appeared  that  the 
enemy  wished  to  bring  on  a  general  ac- 
tion, by  the  frequent  approach  of  his  ad- 


the  day  were  employed  either  in  endea 
toiring  to  dislodge  us  from  our  post,  or  to 


deficient    Parties  of  the  French  dnrin||  t  vanced  guard,  and  by  the  occupation  of 


Santa  Olalla  by  the  whole  of  hi^  army  on 
the  erening  of  the  SOifa.    His  outposti 
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then  approached  the  allieil  army.  Thus 
circumstanced,  at  break  of  day  on  the 
27th,  the  position  agreed  upon  was  taken ; 
and  Sir  Arthur  We  lies  ley  ordered  General 
Mackenzie,  with  a  division  of  English  in- 
fantry and  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  to  con*^ 
tinue  in  the  olive  plantation  on  the  right 
fide  •);>f  the  Alberche,  where  this  party, 
compbiiing  the  vanguard,  might  cover  the 
right '  flank  of  the  British  army. — The 
whole  combined  arm}'  occupied  an  ex- 
tent of  ground  of  above  three  miles ;  the 
right  towards  the  Tagus,  was  covered  by 
our  native  troops  reaching  to  the  front  of 
Talavtra.  The  ground  on  the  left  was  oc- 
cupied by  the  English  army,  open  to  and 
commanded,  by  an  elevation,  where  was 
assembled  in  a  second  line  a  division  of 
English  infantry,  under  the  orders  of  Gen. 
Hill.  Between  this  height  and  a  chain  of 
mountains  at  some  distance,  there  is  an  in- 
closure,  which,  in  the  hrst  instance.  Gen. 
Wellesley  did  not  order  to  be  defended, 
because  it  was  commanded  by  the  heii»ht, 
and  because  it  was  considered  too  distant 
to  be  useiul  in  the  approaching  battle. 
The  whole  of  the  ground  on  which  the 
Spanish,  army  was  drawn  up,  was  covered 
with  olive  plantations  intersected  by  sinuo- 
sities, inequalities,  and  cottages.  The 
great  road  towards  the  bridge  of  Alberche 
was  defended  liy  a  strong  battery,  servc(] 
by  our  infantry,  in  front  of  the  Hermitage 
of  Our  Lady  of  the  Prado.  The  other 
avenues  of  the  district  were  defended  in  a 
similar  manner.  Talavera  was  protected 
by  an  appointed  ga/rison,  and  the  rest  of 
the  Spanish  infantry,  forming  two  hues, 
was  placed  behind  a  village  which  is  at 
the  extremity  of  the  district,  and  formed  a 
line  in  continuation  of  the  position  taken 
by  the  English  army.  In  the  centre,  and 
between  the  two  armies,  there  was  a  rising 
ground,  where  the  English  had  begun  to 
construct  a  strong  redoubt,  having  in  their 
rear  a  small  plain.  At  this  point  was  sta- 
tioned the  English  General  Campbell,  who 
commanded  a  division  of  infantry,  sup- 
ported by  the  brigade  of  dragoons  of  Gene- 
ral Cotton,  and  by  some  squadrons  of  our 
cavalry. — Our  combined  army  being  thus 
arranged,  the  enemy  presented  himself  in 
considerable  force  to  our  view,  manifest- 
ing, at  first,  an  intention  to  attack  the  divi- 
sion of  the  vanguard  under  General  Mac- 
kenzie. In  pomt  of  fact,  he  fulfilled' this 
detign  before  that  Officer  was  enabled  to 
retire  to  his  proper  position,  but  these  gal- 
lant and  disciplined  troops  which  com- 
posed the  brigade  of  General  Mackenzie,  of 


Col.  Doukins,  the  brigade  of  cavalry  of 
General  Anson,  and  their  corps,  supported 
by  General  Payne,  with  four  regiments  of 
cavalry,  posted  in  the  plain  and  olive 
grounds  of  Talavera,  retired  in  most  ad- 
mirable order,  but  not  without  some  loss 
in  the  olive  grounds,  particularly  two  of 
the  corps  of  this  division.  The  regular'Ky, 
steadiness,  and  fortitude  of  all  these  troops, 
as  well  as  the  military  talents  of  General 
Mackenzie,  were  conspicuous  in  every 
mov^ement,  and  this  officer  is  deserving  of 
the  higliest  praise  and  admiration  for  the 
coolness  and  serenity  with  which  he  with- 
drew this  division  to  the  left  of  the  British 
army.  The  number  of  the  enemy  increased 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  >Vlberche  as  the  day 
advanced,  and  every  thing  indicated  hi* 
determination  to  give  battle  to  Jiie  com- 
bined forces. — As  dusk  approached,  be 
commenced  a  furious  attack  by  a  can- 
nonade, and  a  charge  by  the  whole  of  his 
cavalry,  on  the  li^ht,  occupied  by  the 
Spanish  infantry,  with  the  apparent  desigu 
of  breaking  through  our  ranks,  posted  as  I 
have  before  described.  I'his  attack  was 
received  by  an  active  fire  poneclly  well 
sustained,  both  of  cannon  and  musketry, 
which  disconcerted  the  purpose  of  the  ene- 
my and  put  him  to  flight  at  a  quarter  past 
eight.  During  this  time,  a  strong  division 
of  the  French  advanced  by  the  vailey  to 
the  left  of  the  height  occupied  by  the 
English  General  Hill,  of  which,  with  very 
great  loss,  ihcy  obtained  a  momentary 
possession,  but  Hill  returned  to  the  charge 
presently  with  thi  bayonet,  drove  off  the 
enemy,  and  recovered  his  ground.  In  the 
night  the  French  repeated  their  attack, 
but  without  succeed mg,  and  with  great 
loss.  At  break  of  day  on  thfe  2Slh  diey 
returned  with  two  divisions  of  infantry, 
but  they  were  repulsed  by  the  brave  Hill, 
who  could  not  be  intimidated  by  their  re- 
peated attempts,  or  by  the  progressive  ac- 
cumulation of  the  forces  of  the  assailants. 
— General  Wellesley,  in  consequence  of 
these  renewed  exertions  of  the  enemy  by 
the  valley,  on  the  left  side  of  the  height, 
ordered  thither  two  brigades  of  his  cavalry, 
supported  by  Lieutenant  General  the  Duke 
of  Alburquerque,  with  the  whole  of  his  di- 
vision of  cavalry.  The  French,  seeing 
this  movement,  sent  sharp-shooters  into  the 
chain  of  fountains  to  the  left  of  the  valley, 
who  were  attacked  by  the  5th  dtvision  of 
ray  infantry  under  Marshal  de  Camp  Don 

^113  Bassecourt,  who  dislodge<j  them  with 
uch   loss. — The    general    attack   com^ 
menced  by  the  advance  of  diifcrent  co- 
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Jttmns  of  the  enemy's  in^try  with  the  in- 
tention of  attacking  the  beisiht  oecapied 
by  General    Hiil.     These   columns   were 
charged  by  two.  parties  of  En  fetish  dra- 
goon*,  under    tlie  command   of  General 
Anson,  Ted  by  Lieutenant-General  Payne, 
and  supported  by  the  brigade  of  cavalry  of 
the  line  of  General  Tanne.     One  of  these 
regiments   of  £lnglish  dragoons    suffered 
very  much  ;  but  this  s))irited  charge  had 
the  effect  of  disconcerting  the  designs  of 
the  enemy,   who  su.stained  a  -very  great 
loss.    At  the  same  time,  the  French  at- 
tacked the  centre  of  the  army,  where  the 
English  General  Campbell  was  stationed, 
having  on  his  ripht  Lieut.  General   Don 
Francisco  de  Eguia,  the  enemy  was  driven 
back  by  both   these  Generals,  who  had 
their  infantry   supported   by   the  King's 
regiment  of  cavalry,  and  by  the  division 
of  Lieutenant-General  Don  Juan  de  He- 
nestrosa.     This  corps  covered  itself  with 
glory  in  the  charge  that  it  ^made  on  the 
infaotry  of  the  enemy,  during  which  it 
turned  the*  column  by  which  it  was  assail- 
ed ;  under  which  advantage,  the  English 
infantry,  protected  by  the  Spanish,  pos- 
sessed themselves  of  the  artillery  of  the 
enemy.     At  the  same  time  with  these  pro- 
ceedings, the  French  attacked  with  fufy 
the  centre   of  the   English   army,  com- 
manded by   General   Sherbrooke.      The 
foes  were    received   with   extraordinary 
coarage,  and   were  driven   back   by  the 
whole  English     division,    with    charged 
bayonets.     But  tlie   English   brigade    of 
guards,  which  was  carried  onward  precipi- 
tately in  the  ardour  of  battle,  advanced 
too  far,  and  was  in  consequence  obliged  to 
withdraw  under  the  fire  of  the  second  line, 
composed  of  the  brigade  of  cavalry  of 
General  Cotton,  and  of  a  battalion  of  in- 
fantry detached  from  the  height  by  <jen. 
Wellesley,  as  soop  as  he  observed  the  re- 
mote situation  of  the  guards.      General 
Howorth,  who  commanded  the   English 
artillery,  was  distinguished  for  his  extraor- 
dinary courage,  and  performed  the  mast 
important   services. —  Lieutenant-General 
I^  Francisco  de  Eguia,  my  second  in 
command,  was  posted  on  my  left,  with  the 
SH,  4.th,  and  5th  divisions,  under  Gene- 
i^ls  the  Marquis  de  Portago,  Don  Rafeel 
Wanglano,  and  Don  Louis  Alexandra  Bas- 
■ecourt,  but  the  4atter  was  ordered  to  sup- 
port the  division  of  cavalry  of  Lientenant- 
General  the  Duke  of  Alburqnerquo,  which 
^»  detached  to  reinforce  the  British  army, 
^e  dispatches  No.  4,  5,  and  6,  from  these 
***nerals,  are  inclosed  for  the  infonnation 


of  his  Majesty. — I  took  under  my  particu- 
lar orders  the  centre  and  the  right,  without 
neglecting,  however,  the  supcrintendance 
of  the  rest,  and  with  much  satisfaction  I 
noticed  the  conduct  of  the  Generals  of  the 
1st  and  ^nd  division  of  the  Marquis  de 
Zayas,  and  Don  Vicente  Iglesias,  as  well  as 
Don  Juan  Berhuy,  and  Lieutenant-General 
Don  Juan  Henestrosa,  &c. — The  loss  of 
the  enemy  was  very  great.  They  left  on 
the  field  of  battle  from  four  to  five  thousand 
men,  and  the  number  of  their  wounded  is 
computed  at  5,000  more.  Two  or  three 
Generals  were  killed,  seVeral  wounded,  and- 
at  least  400  other  officers.  We  have 
taken  19  pieces  of  artillery,  and  maiky 
waggons  of  ammunition,  and  the  rout  wsis 
one  of  the  most  complete,  considering  that 
we  were  acting  on  the  defensive.  The 
English  have  lost  General  Mackenzie, 
Brigadier-General  Langworth,  and  other 
officers  of  distinguished  rank  and  merit. 
The  total  of  their  officers,  killed  and 
wounded,  is  260,  and  that  of  their  rank 
and  file  5/000.  Our  dimintition  h  much 
less.  Don  Rafael  Manglano  wa^  wounded, 
and  50  more  of  our  officers  were  killed  and- 
wounded,  and  1,150  rank  and  file.  Our 
artillery  was  served  with  ability  and  forti- 
tude, and 'the  names  of  such  officers,  whose 
talents  ^ere  most  conspicuously  displayed^ 
are  mentioned  in  the  dispatches,  from  the- 
respective  Generals. — I  should  be  hegli* 
gent  of  my  own  duty,  if  1  did' not  com-' 
municate  to  your  Excellency,  for  the  in* 
formation  of  his  Majesty,  that  the  conduct 
of  the  British  General  in  Chief,  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley,  and  that  of  the  Generals,  subor- 
dinate Officers,  and  Soldiers  under  his  com- 
mand, is  above  all  praise.  1  have  seea 
the  enthusiasm  with  which  these  faithful 
allies  have  in  copious  streams  poured  forth 
their  blood  in  the  defence  of  our  lilierty, 
and  np  language  can  adequately  express 
the  sentiments  of  gratitude  with  which  our 
breasts  are  animated.  With  the  highest 
satisfaction  I  have  noticed  my  army  hailing 
our  companions  for  the  victory  obtainecl, 
and  mingling  with  exclamations  indica- 
tive of  the  warmest  afiection,  the  appella- 
tives of  our  country,  and  Ferdinand,  with 
those  of  our  powerful  and  generous  allies. 
[This  liberal  ^nd  spirited  eulogy  is  suc- 
ceeded by  a  list  of  the  Officers  and  others 
of  the  Spanish  acmy,  who  deserved  the 
high  reward  of  the  approbation  of  their 
Commander,  among  whom  is  distingtiished 
a  lad  of  16  years  of  age  who  killed  four 
Frenchmen  with  his  own  hand.  We  ara 
sorry  «or  ltmits«do.QOt  allow  our  inserting 
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the  catalogue  of  the  names  of  these  brave 
champions  of  Spanish  independence.] 

Signed,  Gregorio  de  la  Cuejta. 
To  his  Excellency  Don  Antonio  Cornel. 
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BATfLE  or  Ta  LAV  ERA. — From  the  Fttnch 
Gfficial  Paper,  the  Moniteur. 

The  Moniteur  of  September  '28,  contains 
the  Ibllowing  observations,  in  the  form  of 
Wotes  on  the  London  Gaiaette  of  Saturday, 
Sept  2,  containing  the  dispatches  from 
Loi-d  Wellington,  dated  l)eIeytosa>  8th 
Aug.  IbOfJ:— 

'When   1  entered   Spain,  I  had   a 

'  communication  with  General  Cuesta, 

*  through  Sir  Robert  Wilson  and  Colo- 

*  nel  RrKrhe,  respecting  the  occupation 

*  of  the  Puerto  de  Banos,  and  the  Puerto 
'  de  Perales.' — (London  Gawtu,) 

Note  qfthe  Moniteur. — We  wish  Lord 
Wellesley  to  command  the  English  arm iei. 
With  his  character,  he  will  rkk  great  ca- 
tastrophes. It  appears  that  he  has  neither 
spies  nor  any  accurate  information;  which 
is  astonishing,  \n  a  cottntry  where  Eng- 
land has  so  many  partisans. 

'  I  preferred  to  go,  from  thinking  that 
'  the  British  troops  were  most  likely  to 

*  do  the  business  effectually.' 

We  are  willing  to  believe  that  these 
dispositions  were  made ;  for  we  see  in  one 
of  his  d'spatches  that  he  thought  he  had 
only  to  do  with  lO  or  12,000  French; 
and  it  was  possible  that  he  might  march, 
with  '20,000  men,  against  a  corps,  which 
in  his  opinion,  consisted  onjy  of  10  or 
l^iOOO:  but  he  should  have  gained  bet- 
ter information  on  his  march,  and  he 
would  have  learned  that  this  corps  of 
1 2.(X)0  men  amounted  to  70,000.  He  had 
his  retreat  cut  off,  and  was  too  fortunate  to 
be  able  to  throw  himself,  in  order  to 
escape,  into  impracticable  roads.  Gene- 
ral Wellesley  is  inexcusable  for  not  having 
known  thnt  tl>e  corps  of  the  Dukes  of  Dal- 
matia,  Elchingen,  and  Treviso,  amounted 
to  70,000  men;  and  for  having  thought 
tha^  he  could  cover  hit  left  flank  against 
this  formidable  army*  by  leaving  two 
battalions  a^  Puerto  Jianos.-^What  igno* 
ranee! 

^  I  acknowledge  thai  these  rea$ons 

*  did   not  appear  to   me  sufficient  for 
'  giving  up  so  important  a  post  as  Ta- 

*  lavera.' 

General  Cuesia  did  right  to  lescre  Tala* 
Tera;  if  he  hat!  (*elayed,  he  would  have 
been  lost.  He  did  wrung  to  leave  trto  dt- 
TieioDf  and  40  piecetef  artilkry  on  the 
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Tagus ;  he  lost  them ;  and  this  post,  whick 
was  the  rear- guard,  was  a  post  of  honour. 
General  Wellesley  ought  to  liave  occupied 
it.  It  is  acknowledged  in  war,  that  an  ad* 
vanced  guard,  or  a  rear-guard,  according 
to  the  operations,  is  the  post  most  import- 
ant to  defend.  But  General  Welleslej 
had  taken  the  lead ;  and.  according  t»  the 
laudable  practice  ot'his  nation^  had  leftu 
his  allies  the  post  of  danger. 

'  The  enemy   svated   to  be  30,000 
'  strong,  bat  at  all  events  consisting  of 
'  the  corps  of  ^ult  and  Key.' 
We  see,  that  even  at^the  time  whfcn  In 
wrote,  the  English  General  did  not  kno# 
the  force  of  the  French.     He  speaks  oo!t 
of  the  corps  of  the  Dukes  of  Dalmatia  and 
Ek'hingfn,  and  appears  to  liave  no  know- 
ledge o(  the  corps  of  the  Duke  of  Trevi^, 
twenty-five  battalions  strong,  and  which, 
since  their  entrance  kito  Spain,  have  liot 
been  inferbr  to  the  best  troops  in  Eurupf. 
If  Lord  Wellesley  freifuetitly  commiu  si- 
milar errors  in  war,  he  may  one  day  pay 
dearly  for  theni. 

<  We  had  reason  to  expect  the  ad# 

*  vance  of  Victor's  corps  to  Talavera,  as 
'  soon  as  General  Cue sta't  march  should 
'  be  known ;    and  alter  leaving  12,000 

*  nien  to  watch  Venegas,  and  allowing 
«  firom  10  to  1 1,000  killed  and  woaaded 
'  in   the  late  action,  this  corps  would 

*  have  amounted  to  25,000.* 

This  is  a  singular  calculation  wbick 
Lord  Wellesley  makes  of  the  first  and 
founh  corps  and  the  reserve.  The  first 
corps  is  composed  of  36  battalions,  tiie 
fourth  of  30  ;  the  reserve  of  UO  battalions, 
and  the  cavalry  of  40  squadrons.  Lord 
Wellesley  had  therefore  around  him  170 
battalions,  and  80  or  90  squadrons,  and 
he  expected  to  conquer  Madrid  witk 
tii),006  men !  We  do  not  speak  of  the 
Spaniards ;  they  may  be  reckoned  as  of 
consequence  for  pltsndertng  isolated  per* 
sons,  or  for  defending  themselves  behind 
a  wall,  but  very  little  account  can  be 
made  of  them  in  a  regular  battle,  as  the 
English  may  have  been  convinced.  If 
Lord  Wellesley  had  had,  brides  bis  20,000 
men,  the  whole  army  of  Lord  Chathaoif 
which  went  to  bwry  itself  in  the  ajarshei 
of  the  Isle  of  Walcheren,  he  could  have 
derived  aotbihg  from  his  expedition  bdt 
diflgracey  confusion^  and  defeat  If  the 
English  mean  to  dispute  Spain  with  France, 
they  mutt  land  an  ar^y,  if  not  equal  to 
the  French  army^  at  least  two-tbirdsaf 
strongs  that  is  to  say,  of  at  least  150,000 
mea,  for  tbe  SpamrAt  cfUiaoti)erec)pBBc4 
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for  more  than  «iie-third  m  a  regular  bat- 
tle.— Nothing  casi  be  more  adTantageous 
to  France  than  to  ha?e  the  English  engage 
in  laod-^wars ;  for  then,  instead  of  con- 
quering Eng^nd  by  set,  we  shall  conquer 
her  on  the  continent.  Such  a^  contest 
thews  to  admiration  what  those  are  who 
direct  the  Cabinet  of  London. — ^Themisto- 
cles  advised  the  Athenians  to  abandon 
their  citadels,  and  take  refuflre  on  board 
their  ships.  It  is  t«  be  wished  that  the 
British  Cabinet  may  persist,  as  it  has  be- 
gun, in  the  plan  of  deserting  its  ships  and 
throwing  itself  on  the  continent.  We 
have  predicted  tbebaBiiliation  of  England, 
and  peace,  before, a  year  elapses — Before 
a  year  shall  have  expired,  the  English, 
whatever  e^tt  they  may  make,  will  be 
drifen  out  of  the  peninsula,  and  the  ira pe- 
nal eagle  will  iy  OB  the  fortresses  of  Lis- 
Wa. 

'  We  had  reason  to  expect>  that,  as 

*  the  Marquis  de  la  Reyna  would  not 
« vemove  tlie  boats  from  the  jrirer  Alma- 
'  rez,  Souk  would  have  destroyed  them. 

*  Our  only  retreat  was,  therefore,  by 
'  the  bridge  of  Arzo  Bispo  ;  and  if  we 
'  had  moved  on,  the  enemy,  by  breaking 

<  that  bridge,  while  the  army  should  be 

*  engaged  witb  SouU  and  Key,  would 
^  have  deprived  us  of  that  only  resource. 
'  We  could  not  take  a  position  at  Oro- 
'  pesa*  30  we  thereby  left  open  the  road 

*  to  the  bridge  of  Arzo  Bispo,  from  Ta- 

*  laver^,  by  Calera ;  and  after  consi- 
'  dering  the  whole  subject  maturely,  I 
'  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  advisable  to 

*  retire  to  the  bridge  of  Arzo  Bispo,  and 
'  to  take  up  a  defensive  position  upon 

<  the  Tmgm/ 

We  shall  not  continue  these  Notes;  it 
mmM  be  an  insult  to  our  readeM.  The 
falsehood  of  the  report  of  Lord  Weliesley 
must  be  evident  to  every  one. 

Ctmclunon.  Lord  Wellesley,  without 
knowing  the  force  of  the  enemy  with 
whom  he  had  to  contend,  without  being 
fomished  with  that  which  constitutes  an 
army,  advanced  to  Talavera.  The  idea 
of  entering  Madrid  turned  his  brain.  He 
took  the  French  army  for  an  army  of 
Sepoys.  He  arrived' at  Talavera  with  25 
#r  26,000  men.  He  was  there  joined  by 
30,000  Spaniards,  and,  with  these  two 
armies  united,  he  mtended  to  penetrate  to 
Madrid.  The  Duke  of  Belluno  manoeuvred 
skilfully  to  draw  him  on,  and  formed  a 
junction  with  the  fourth  corps  and  the  re- 
terve,  and,  with  the  King  at  their  head, 
l^hcd  ag&iBM  ^be  enemy.     The  Duke 


of  Dalmatia,  with  still  more  considerable 
forces  than  those  of  the  King,  marched 
upon  their  rear.  Lord  Wellesley  could 
not  extricate  himself  but  by  beating,  se- 
parately, the  two  armies.  The  first  and 
fourth  corps  presented  him  with  an  oppor- 
tunity, since  they  attacked,  without  wait^ 
ing  for  the  three  corps  commanded  by  the 
Duke  of  Dalmatia.  The  English  fought 
well ;  the  battle  of  Talavera  was  doubt« 
fnl ;  though  the  lost  of  the  English 
was  much  more  considerable  than  ours, 
for  the  French  artillery  was  moi'e  numer- 
ous. It  appears  that,  by  a  serious  of  mul- 
tiplied faults,  the  French  could  not  take 
the  position  on  the  left;  bat  the  i^nglish 
were  beaten  back  every  time  they  attempt- 
ed to  advance  upon  the  French.  When 
the  70,000  men  commanded  by  the  Duke 
of  Dalmatia  were  at  Plasencia,  Lord  Wel- 
lesky  believed  there  were  not  more  than 
10,000  men  there,  and  formed*  the  most 
ridiculous  combinations.  He  perceived, 
however,  the  itoUy  of  his  calculations,  his 
extreme  imprudence,  and  was  sufficiently 
fortunate  to  escape  into  Portugal  with  his 
infantry.  What  would  have  been  the  case, 
if,  manoBUvriiig*according  to  the  principles 
of  war,  the  French  army  had  not  given 
battle  until  all  united  ?  *  Lord  Wellesley 
says,  that  the  want  of  the  means  of  conr 
reyance  prevented  him  from  marching  to 
Madrid.  What  would  have  been  the  con- 
sequence, if  he  had  marched  to  Madrid, 
and  the  Duke  of  Dalmatia-  had  placed 
himself  between  him  and-  the  Tagus? 
He  would  have  come  with  his  army  to 
France.  He  has  sacrificed-  brave  men 
tlirough  presumption,  and  ignorance  of 
that  of  which  a  General  ought  not  to 
be  ignorant. — ^This  expedition  greatly  re- 
sembles that  of  General  Moore  in  the 
month  of  November  last.  But  General 
Moore  was  more  prudent,  and  saved  him- 
self sooner;  and,  though  he  soflfered  enor- 
mous losses,  the  half  of  his  army  returtied 
to  England,  without  their  bagg?»ge,  Ac. 
Like  General  Moore,  General  Wellesley 
abandoned  his  hospitals,  his  baggage,  his 
artillery,  and  arrived  in  Portugal  with  the 
half  of  his  army.  At  this  naoment  he  has 
not  18,000  men  under  arms,  out  of  the 
40,000  which  left  the  ports  of  England. 


The  Moniteur  of  30th  Sept.  after  givmg 
the  following  intelligence  from  an  Engliih 
Paper — 

'  The  whole  British  army  has  quitted 
^  Spain.  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  has  hi« 
'  head-qnarters  at  Elvas.  (I).— tt  is  said 
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'this  retreat  his  been  occasioned  by  the 

'  witnt  of  prorisiom  (2).^— The  French 

'  have  returned  to  Madrid.' 
has  these  Notes  :-*- 

(1}.  This  is  certainly  a  great  saccess, 
and  the  English  people  owe  much  grati- 
tude to  Lorfl  Wellesley  for  having  de- 
stroyed a  part  of  theii"  troops,  for  having 
compromised  the  glory  of  their  arms,  for 
having  fled  sixty  leagues  pursued  sword 
in  hand,  in  fine — for  having  abandoned 
their  allies.  The  King  of  England  has 
rewarded  these  great  services  by  conferr- 
ing on  General  Wellesley  the  title  of  Lord 
Wellington,  Viscount  Talavera.  Why 
doe?  he  not  give,  likewise,  to  Lord  Chat- 
ham, the  title  of  Duke  of  Walcheren? 
This  reward  would  be  as  well  merited  as 
that  which  has  been  granted  to  Sir  Arthur. 
We  hope  that  the  English  General,  who, 
in  the  course  of  this  winter,  will  be  driven 
into  the  Tagus  and  forced  to  evacuate 
Portugal,  v/ill  receive  the  title  of  Duke  of 
Lisbon.  Thus  the  French  will  find  in  the 
genealogy  of  the  English  Generals  the  list 
of  thf*ir  successes. — (2),  It  is  impossible  to 
find  1  worse  excuse :  What,  was  it  in  the 
middle  of  Spain,  and  when  the  English 
army  had  behind  it  Seville,  Lisbon,  and 
the  Sea,  that  its  retreat  was  occasioned  by 
jhe  want  of  provisions  ?  It  is  impossible  to 
sport  more  with  the  public  credulity. — 
The  English  fled  from  the  French  bayo- 
nets, and  the  French  troops,  far  from  re- 
tumine^  immediately  to  Madrid,  pursued 
these  hjgitives  as  far  as  the  heights  would 
permit. 


War  between  Austria  and  France,  anb 
THE  Expedition  to  Holland. — Notes 
from  the  French  Official  Paper,  the  Monu 
teur,  on  the  Articles  ptiblished  in  the  Lon^ 
don  Papers  upon  the  above  subjects, 

*  We  cannot  consider  the  Austrian 

*  Monarchy,  its  Sovereign,  and  its  ar- 

*  mies,  so  entirely  humiliated  as  they 
'were  after  the  battle  of  Austerlitz: 

*  there  is  no  talk  of  an  interview  in  a 

*  windmill.' — (London  Papers), 

Note  by  tfie  Moniteur. — If  there  has  been 
no  interview,  it  is  because  the  Empeifr 
Napoleon  would  have  none.  The  first  in- 
terview, in  which  the  Emperor  Napoleon 
gav«  peace  to  his  enemy,  having  left  no 
remembrance  of  gratitude  in  the  breast  of 
the  latter,  it  became  evident  that  a  fresh 
interview  would  be  to  no  purpose. — With 
regard  to  the  difiTerence  between  the  situa- 
tions of  Austria,  after  the  battles  of  Aus- 


terlitz and  Wagram,  it  is  this : — After  tbc 
battle  of  Austerlitz,  Russia  was  still  allied 
with  Austria  ;  she  had  upon  the  VisUiln  a 
second  army,  which  she  nright  march; 
Prussia,  who  had  signed  the  Convcntioa 
of  the  2nd  of  November,  might  tdke  part 
in  the  war  ;  in  short,  the  army  of  Prince 
Charles  was  still  untouched,  and  the  whole 
of  it  might  march.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  important  fortress  of  Raab  and  the 
Circles  of  Hungary  had  not  been  occupi- 
ed ;  Saxony  did  not  yet  form  part  of  tie 
Confederation  ;  and,  however,  the  poi- 
tioB  of  Dresden  must  be  considered  as  of 
some  importance  ;  in  fine,  the  Duchy  of 
Warsaw  belonged  to  Prussia,  and  the  army 
of  Gallicia,  which  now  menaces  Moravia, 
did  not  exist.  At  present,  on  the  contra- 
ry, all  the  Austrian  armies  and  fortressw 
have  been  attacked  and  vanquished. 
There  are  hardly  any  vestiges  remaining 
of  the  army  which  the  Archduke  Job 
brought  from  Italy ;  and  if  it  can  still 
muster  ten  thousand  men  under  arms,  most 
of  these  men  are  only  recmits.  The  grand 
army  of  Prince  Charles  being  beaten  at 
Eggmulh,  at  Ratisbon,  at  Esling,  and  at 
Wagram,  has  lost  his  best  soldiers,  and  be 
himself,  frightened  at  the  spirit  of  intrigua 
and  division  which  reigns  in  the  Cabinet, 
has  thrown  up  th«  command  and  retired. 
The  difference  is  not  less  great  in  the 
internal  situation  of  the  Monarchy :  aft«r 
the  Peace  of  Presburg,  the  French  had 
only  passed  through  the  Hereditary  States; 
upon  the  present  occasion,  they  have  al- 
ready made  a  stay  in  them  of  upwards  of 
four  months.  At  that  time  Austria  bad 
not  made  the  last  eflforts ;  her  population 
was  still  entire  ;  at  present  many  Jjrovinees 
have  been  so  mucn  depopulated  by  the 
levies  in  mass,  that  no  other  inhabitants 
are  to  be  found  intht^iHages  than  women 
and  children.  At  that  time  all  the  reto- 
lutionary  means  which  had  been  taken 
existed,  and  might  be  employed :  at  pre- 
sent they  have  been  taken,  and  have  been 
taken  in  vain  :  the  country  is  exhaosted 
of  men  as  well  as  of  things. 

'  An  array,  formidable  from  the  ntim- 

'  her  of  the' soldiers  (we  wish  we  could 

'^ay  formidable  from  the  talents  of  ij« 

'  Chiefs)  has  been  sent  by  England  and 

*  landed  in  Zealand.' — 

'The  expedition  against  Zealand  couW 

not  have  any  result  for  England.   It  niigh| 

occasion  some  embarrassments,  some  u&^ 

burdens  to  the  people  of  France;  b«» 

these  they  do  not  calculate,  when  any 

proofs  of  zeal  or  dcvotedness  are  to  w 
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given  to  (he  country ;  it  could  give  the 
English  nothing  but  shame  ;  it  could  be 
attended  with  no  other  rtsuit  than  to 
make  them  lose  an  army,  whilst  it  would 
procure  a  new.  army  to  the  Emperor. 
.1  liese  prognostics  have  been  perfectly  ve- 
rified.— We  say  that  the  expedition  could 
not  be  attended  with  any  result^  because  it 
>vas  necessary  to  begin  by  makingr  the 
siege  of  Flushing.  Flushing,  provided 
the  island  of  Walchertn  be  inundated, 
must  be  considered  by  every  sensible  offi- 
cer as  a  place  impregnable,  by  a  regular 
siege,  or  at  lea^t  as  presenting  difficulties 
which  the  labour  of  four  months  would  be 
unable  to  vanquish.  In  this  instance,  the 
wisest  ^atculatioBS  were  baffled.  Flush- 
ing, when  the  besiegers  trenches  were 
still  three  hundred  paces  from  the  body  of 
the  fortress,  when  there  was  no  breach, 
uhen  the  body  of  the  fortress  was  un- 
touched, surrendered  by  the  sole  effect  of 
the  terror  of  a  bombanlment.  Is  this 
cowardice  ?  Is  it  treason  ?  The  sequel  of 
the  inquiry  will  prove.which.  Thus,  then, 
the  sole  opposition  of  F'lushing,  which  de- 
tained the  English  expedition  only  twen- 
ty days^  ought  to  have  detained  it  three 
months. — Of  all  the  chances  of  succeed- 
ing, certainly  the  one  least  expected  by 
tbe  English,  must  have  beensuct^  a  success 
obtained  by  a  bombardment;  they  re- 
quired 20  days  for  that.  Now,  20  days 
spent  in  the  island  of  Walcheren,  in  the 
month  of  August,  must  have  occasioned  a 
number  of  sick,  which  cannot  be  comput- 
ed at  less  than  one  in  four  soldiers;  and  to 
calculate  otherwise  would  betray  a  total 
ignorance  of  4he  effects  of  that  climate. 
When  we  say  that  20  days  spent  in  the 
island  of  Walcheren  must  cost  the  quarter 
of  the  troops  which  land  in  it,  wc  may 
«dd»  that  the  health  of  the  other  three 
quarters  must  be  essentially  impaired, 
and  that  all  the  weakened  men  are  on  the 
point  of  falling  sick.  It  is  therefore  a 
most  senseless  attempt  to  land  brave  sol- 
diers, in  that  fatal  couiltry,  and  we  must 
consider  the  English  army  as  destroyed, 
or  at  least  what  remains  of  it,  as  unable 
to  do-  much  duty  for  several  months  to 
come. — But  in  fine,  after  the  siege  of 
Flushing,  we  had  to  expect  the  siege  of 
fort  Batz,  which  communicating  by  wa- 
ter with  Ber  gen-op -Zoom  and  with  fort  St 
Martin,  which  the  French  have  built  op- 
posite to  it,  could  in  like  manner  not  be 
taken,  but  after  works  and  trenches  car- 
jritd  on  in  a  country  the  climaCe  of  which 
Um  &tai  as  Walcheren.     It  is  true,  that 


the  English  were  fortunate  !  A  Dpteh  Ge- 
neral, called  Bruce,  the  shame  of  the  mi- 
litary name,  and  whose  head  the  nation 
uiu$tha\e  to  fall  upon  the  scaffold,  evacua« 
ted  this  fort  through  an  unexamplified  panic 
six  hours  before  (he  English  arrived. 
Mere,  then,  we  again  behdd  the  English 
enjoying  a  good  fortune  upon  which  they 
could  not  rely  ;  but  these  fortunate  eventa» 
purchased  with  the  ever-increasing  dir 
minution  of  their  armies,  whither  could 
they  carry  them ;  to  burn  the  French 
squadron  ?  to  effect  this,  it  was  necessary 
to  take  Antwerp.  But  in  fine,  the  French 
squadron  being  taken  and  burned,  it  re- 
mains to  be  known  whether  such  an  ope- 
ration was  worth  what  it  has  cost,  and 
whether  it  be  very  prudent  to  go  to  an 
expcBce  of  many  men,  and  of  40  or  50  mil- 
lions, in  order  to  occasion  one's  enemy 
a  loss  of  between  15  and  20  millions. 

Bu(  the  ships  at  Antwerp  could  not  be 
taken.  They  did  not  depend  upon  the 
occupation  of  Flushing,  upon  that  of 
Walcheren,  nor  of  any  island:  they  de- 
pended upon  the  Continent.  It  was  ne- 
cessary to  take  Antwerp  !  The  English, 
who  for  this  long  time  past  have  not  tra- 
velled upon  the  Continent,  consulted  in- 
formation collected  six  years  ago,  and 
imagined  that  Antwerp  was  still  an  open 
town,  as  it  was  when  it  was  only  a  trading 
port;  they  did  not  take  into  their  calcu- 
lation the  works  ,of  these  latter  years, 
especially  those  which  ihe  Emperor  has 
caused  to  be  raised  since  his  journey  to 
Antwerp.  Upon  establishing  a  dock- 
yard in  that  town,  he  ordered  its  fortifica- 
tions to  be  again  raised  ;  it  is  now  sur- 
rounded with  a  bastioned  rampart.  The 
ditch  filled  with  water  which  covers  this 
rampart  has  been  repaired;  the  left  of 
the  town  is  covered  by  an  immense  inun- 
dation which  removes  the  approaches  up- 
wards of  fifteen  hundred  fathoms;  the 
right  is  supported  by  the  citadel,  which 
is  a  fine  piece  of  fortification ;  upon  this 
fi:ont,  several  works  have  been  establish- 
ed ;  among  others,  a  fine  half-moon  with 
its  counterscarp.  Upon  the  left  bank  of 
Jkfi  Scheldt  there  are  no  houses,  but  the 
^Rad  of  Flanders  .has  been  re-established, 
and  its  works  are  protected  by  an  inunda- 
tion oi*  2,000  fathoms  in  extent.  The 
English  could  not,  therefdi'e^  take  Ant- 
werp without  besieging  it,  without  mc;- 
thodieally  opening  the  trenches^  without 
working  on  through  the  inundations  and 
marshes,  in  shoit^  without  having  inve^ed 
the  town:  and  if  they  tnuft  invest  it  ^m 
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botb  tidfa,  they  would  require  to  have 
two  annies:  tst,  Ono  between  the  head 
oUFlandevti  aud  the  town  of  St.  Nicholas, 
c^pposttc  to  Brussels  and  to  the  road  of 
France ;  indeed,  we  knaw  no  General 
botd  eiKxigh  to  take  thit  position  with  less 
tban  80.000  infantry,  and  between  8  and 
10,000  cavalry,  sintehe  nwRt  have  to  with- 
stand the  army  which  should  arrWe  from 
Frame^  and  the  tmops  should  stretch  out 
itom  the  head  of  Flanders,  thai  is  to  say, 
the  w bote  garrison  of  Antwerp,  which  is 
«  combined  attack,  would  sally  out  on 
that  Side.  Ou  the  side  of  the  town,  the 
investment  codd  not  reasonably  take 
pKaoo  with  an  army  of  less  than  40,000 
men,  having  in  front  a  corps  of  observa- 
tnin,  to  keep  in  chfck  the  army  of  the 
Duke  <  r  V  limy,  assembled  at  Miestricht, 
whf:  h  woitM  thaw  near  Antwerp,  and 
ira^in^  i!i^  !l»t»i  rf>i  p^  towards  Bergeii-op- 
2 '*>m  aifti.i.^t  tJ.e  r)'itch.  It  would,  there- 
fcrv,  h  ive   be<-'\  ra^it^r  for  Lord   Chatham 


Scheldt  makn  lour  e)boiwt>  whiok  iroold 
have  prevented  fire-ships  from  being  ih 
rected  from  any  greater  ^tance.-«On  the 
sea  side  in  like  manner  no  success  could  be 
noped  for;  Eut  admitting  t  hit  by  tbecottbi* 
ti4>n  of  the  efifects  of  the  land  and  sea, 
Lillo  and  Lief  kenshoek  had  been  carried, 
which   supfio-ies  two   regular  sieges,  (he 
ensmy   would  directly    after   have  met 
with  three  other  barrit^rs  to  be  (breed; 
the  Pearl  fort,  fort  St.  Philip,  and  fort  Si 
Mary.     All  these  forts  are  corcred  by  in- 
•indations,  and  each  of  ibera  would  han 
required  a  separate 'siege.     These  diilitrent 
operations  could    not  have   taken   pisce 
without  Iodine  40  days  more,  and  suppo9> 
ing  that  by  the  20th  of  Octot>er  the  imd 
and  sea  forces  had  been  able  to  ftpproedi 
within  2,(00   fathoma  of   Ar ►nverp>  they 
stiil  required  three  m'^nths  morv  totabi 
the  town.     With  regard  to  the  sqcadrDO, 
it   was  entirely  6hul^up  within  liie  tovro, 
up  and  down  the  river,  protecting  Ant- 
werp, and  protected  by  it.     The  taking  of 
Aniwtrp  was,  ihf-refore,  a  thing  impoifii- 
ble  for  Lord  Chatham,  an  operation  mocfa 
more  difficult  to-be  effected  than  the  oc* 
cupation  of  a  quarter  of  France.— How- 
ever, the  following  was  the  system  of  the 
Flinch  army;    frons  the  1 5th  of  August 
three  corps  were  formed.      The  Prince  of 
Ponte  Corvo  was  at  Antwerp  with  50,000 
men,  national  guards,  regulars  and  Detdi 
troops.     The  Duke  of  Cornegliano  wa«  at 
Ghent  with  the  corps  of  the  head  of  Ftaft* 
ders,  consisting  of  25,000  men  ;  the  Dube 
of  Istria  was  at  Liste  with  '20,000  raen.— 
We  should  have  let  the  English,  had  tbey 
seHoasly  pt^sented  themselves,  crosi  tbe 
channel  of  Bergen-op-Zoom,  stretch  oat 
beyond  the  inundation  of  Lillo,  and  marck 
a£(ainst  Antwerp;  the  Duke  of  Cornegli- 
ano woold  have  proceeded  tewards  tlie 
Head  of  Flanders,  and  whilst  the  EiigM 
would  have  been  making  their  dispotitioat 
to  invest  Antwerp  from  fort  Lillo,  to  the 
citadel,  the  Prince  of  Pome  Corvo  and  the 
Duke  of  Cornegliano,  protected  ^y  the  in- 
undations and  by  the  immense  works  of 
the  town,  would  bafv  watted  for  tbt-tt^ 
i*     In  fine,  we  had  also  Hrf^  and  on  the  day  agreed  *up<m,  woo<d  bift 
II* were  alfc^y  in  readinel^  strf^tehed  oin  upon  the  right;    and  tkeli 

the  English  armies  would  have  tenoinated 
its  destinies:    the   Duke  of  fetria  woM 
during  that  time  have  pit>ceeded  lo  tJit , 
istand  of  Cadaund. 


to  triive  Hr".- f^I^,  to  march  against  Ghent, 
anH  f{}  .t^Kmice  is  I  ir  as  inlanders,  leaving 
Anfw*-rp>  ur.l  fiK"  Fri  nch  army  behind 
h  H»,  thill  in  iniHerlake  to  invest  Antwerp 
tnd  besveje  it.  This  much  with  regard 
to  the  s^me  ^Mc  ; —  - 

On  the  ««iiJe  of  the  river,  the  following 
•re  th(*  obstacles  which  tntwt  have  stop- 

§ed  th*?  English  : — Ist.  Foil  Frederic  and 
brt  I>»el,  e»ich  mounting  fifteen  S6- 
pounders;  nf«er  the-^e.  Fort  Lillo  and  the 
Fort  of , Lief  kenshoek;  each  mounting 
•ixty  56-pounders,  and  ten  mortars;  and 
behind,  a  line  of  eighty  gun- boats  and 
pinnaces,  mounting  two  hundred  24- - 
pounders.  Now,  every  sensible  man  who 
knows  that  there  is  only  a  distance  rjf  600 
ihthoms  between  Fort  Lillo  and  the  Fort  of 
Liefkenshoek,  which  is  opposite  to  it,  per- 
ceives'th  It  this  passage  cannot  be  forced. 
With  regard  to  fiveships,  it  is  well  known 
that  fireshtps  and  infernal  machines  are 
ineftectuah  THe  infernal  machine  which 
was  let  otl  at  St.  Malo  had  no  effect;  these 
sorts  of  explosions  were  never  able  to 
ahake  a  rampart.  An  estacado  had  been 
established,  which  secuied  our  gttn-bn^ts* 
Ifom  fifC'ships.     '    '^  -     ■    - 

•hips ;    sixteen 

and  we  weie  going  to  av*iJ  ourselves  of 
the  first  favourable  occasion  trtsend*  them 
'against  the  'i^gHsh.  Besides,  td  make^  use ' 
otfire-ihips,  it  would  have  been  neres:iary 
to  approach  whhm  500  fatho*ifr  of  the 
town,  lince  from   Lillo  to   AtHwerp  the 


(To  be  continued,) 
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THE  JUBILEE. 
To  Richard  Goodlad,  Esq. 

OP  THE 

P0rigk  qfDrosifbrd,  m  the  County  </  Harot. 

Sw,  Botl^,\9  Oct,U09. 

Wfaen  I  had,  on  the  17  th  iruitaat«  the 
pleiture  of  seeing  you  at  the  Justice-meet- 
Ukg  at  Droxford,  you  mentioned  to  roe 
•oDMtluDg  about  a  sobtcriptiofi  in  bebaif  of 
the  poor  inhabitants  of  that  pamh,  which 
has  so  long  experienced  th<i  sjood  elfects 
of yo«r  activity  and  'benevolence.  Ytu 
infonned  me,  at  the  same  tirae,  that  Mr. 
CaiftULL,  the  Overseer  of  the  poor,  in  our 
Ty thing,  would  call  upon  nie  with  a  pa- 
ffcr,  ^staining  %.  list  of  tlie  ftubacripiiQiss 

^n  iu  has  just  been  pres^^nied  to  ine ;  and, 
■agat  »t  my  name,  I  have  written  ih^se 
wonis :  ''  "Mr.  Cobbeii  thinks  U  improptr  to 
"  gixfc  anyi  thing  at  all;''  my  reasons  for 
which  opinion  I  shall  now  utate  to  you, 
and  (under  an  address  to  you)  to  the  pub- 
lic at  large ;  •  because  I  am  .satisfied,  that, 
hi  more  ian  one  point  of  view,  the  state- 
ment may,  sooner  or  later,  be  conducive 
to  the  public  good ;  and,  as  to  the  mode 
of  address,  it  will,  I  think,  require  no  apo- 
logy* when  it  is  consideied,  that  the  afore- 
mentioned Suhscription-paper  came  ac- 
companied with  a  circuJar-letter  under 
your  hand. 

Of.  this  letter.  Sir,  which  I  kept  in  my 
pwsession  until  I  had  read  it  twice  through, 
the  following  is  the  substance :  That,  on 
the  25th  instant,  being  the  day  'xohen  the  king 
*^i  enter  vpcn  the  5{)th  year  qf  his  reign,  there 
^iU  he  a  GENERAL  rejoicing  tJirough  tlie 

kingdom  ; that  it  would  be  a  PITY,  that, 

^"fddst  this  general  joy,  the  parish  qf  Dros^ford 
•^  APPEAR  LESS  LOYAL  than  iis 

^hbours; that  Ma.  Garnieb  the  Rector, 

««d  Ma.  NoTT,  the .  Curate,  together  with 
other  gentlitnen  of  the  parish,  assembled  after 
^i^nne  service,  en  Ssmday  last,  proposed  the 
^^ng  cf  a  Skbscription  ftn-  the  purpose  qf 
^^^  a  sum  qf  money,  wherewith  to  purdtase 
'^f^f  meat,  md  beer,  to  bedcUmtd,  on  the 


. — [57S 

i  5/A  instantr  to  the  poor  parishioners  qf  Drox^ 
Jord,  k  being  the  opinion  qf  the  parties  so  pro^ 
posing^  thcu  ih^  king  would  be  peculiarly  dc' 
ligked  with  our  loyalty's  sheuing  itself  in  the 
form  qf  largesses  to  his  poorer  subjects, 

Thpse,  ^\v,  are  the  principal  propo5i- 
tions  cpnt^ined  in  j'our  letter;  and,  before 
I  conie  (o  consider  them  in  their  relation 
to  what  h  called  the  Jubilee  ;  before  I 
come  to  consider  them  as  relating  solely  to 
the  present  occasion,  give  me  leave  to  trou~ 
ble  you  with  some  observations  upon  all 
SubsK:riptions,  having  such  an  object  in 
view,,  and  being  set  on  foot  in  such  a  man* 
ner. 

Fi-'st,  then,  I  decidedly  disapprove  of 
this   manner  of  feeding  and  treating  the 
poor,  w Jill  h,  so  far  from  being  cunforma- 
b\e  10  the  principles  of  hospitality,  it  does, 
i  In  fact',  argue.  In  the  donors,  a  contempt 
'i>r  the  persons  ted  and   treated,  who  ai*& 
4{<^arly  marked  out  for  a  degraded 
cairt,'&s  Jf  they  had  badges  put  iipon  their 
clothes,  or,  as  some  of  the  Altteiican  ne-« 
groes  haver  &  burnt  mark  in  their  cheek. 
When,   therefore,  I  treat  a  poor  man,  I 
treat  him  under  my  own  roof,  or,  in  .cas« 
of  sickdto,  send^w^at  I  have  to  give  him, 
to  his  own  house,  and  never  expose  him  to 
the  humiliation  of  ^his  kind  of  public  and 
pauper-like  relief.     Besides,  Sir,  I  hold  it 
to  be  very  injurious  to  the  country,  that 
any  attempt  like  this  should  be  made  to 
keep  pauperiiAn  in  countenance;  for  such 
will  be  the  pendency,  though  certainly  not 
the  inteniian,  of  the  proposed  largest     It 
must,  in  my  opinion,  as  far  as  it  operates, 
have  the  ellect  of  re,conciling  the  minds  of 
the  labouring  people  to  a  state  of  depend- 
ants and  beggary,  and  to  ctface  the  small 
remains  of  that  spirit,  which   formerly 
withheld  their  ^ames    from   tiie    li^t   o£ 
paupers.     I  hold.  Sir,  that  it  i^^att'rrible 
evil,  that  a  labourer  not  aflflictcd  with  ill^ 
ness  of  any  sort,  either  in  himself  or  his 
family,  should  be  under  the  necessity  of 
applying  for  parish  relief,  should  be  under 
the  necessity  of  begging  any  part  of  hi« 
bread,  or  of  receiving  any  ^assistance   ia 
the  character  of  either  beggar  or  pauper; 
and,  of  course,  I  must  disapprove  of  any 
project  the  object  of  which  is  to  feed  and 
treat  any  portion  of  our  neighbours  in  thai 
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charjrcter.     But,  adverting  here,  for  a  mo- 
ment,   to   the  particular   case  belbre  us, 
there  is  tliis  addilional  objection  to   the 
proposed  largess,  that  I  camiot  help  con- 
sidering it  as  a  sort  of  premium  for  hypo- 
crisy,  fitted    to     this  csp(  rial    occasion, 
though  certainly  not  so  cohiidcrci]  by  you 
or  the  Rector  or  Curate.      For,  eiiht^r  it 
must  be  mean),  that  the  people  thus   fed 
and    treated,  do  entertain  some  sentiments 
re^prcting  the  50ih  anniversary  of  his  ma- 
jc^tv\s   accession,  or  that  they  care  no- 
thing at  all  about  it :    if  the  latter  be  the 
cr>c,  then  are   they  induced,  by  the  pro- 
posed treating,  to  express  joy  which  they 
do  not  feel  ;  and,  in  the  former  case,  their 
sentiments  must  perfectly  correspond  with 
yours,  or  they  are  guilty  of  a  still  more 
drtestable    species  of    hypocrisy.       The 
poor  should,  like  the  rich,  be  left  to  re- 
joice where  they  see  occasioti  for  joy.  Men 
miiy  meet   together  for  such,  a  purpose; 
but,  then,  to  avoid  the  charge  of  hypocri- 
sy, I  hey  must  meet  and  feast  at  thefr  own 
cxpence.     W  ho,  for  instance,  does  not  de- 
spise the  plaudits  of  a  drenched  rabble  at 
an  election,  except   the  wretch  who   is 
mean  enough,  for  his  own  selfish  purposes, 
to   purchase  muddy  beer,   wherewith  to 
drench  the  said  rabble?  Do  the  purchased 
shouts  of  a  drunken  crowd,  do  honour  to 
the  candidate  in  whose  behalf  they  are 
uttered  ?    Your  answer  must.be  in  the  ne- 
fjative ;    and,  yet.  Sir,  I  think  you  will 
find  it  difficult  to  make  out  a  clear  distinc- 
tion between  the  characterof  those  shouts, 
and  the  shouts,  which  the  beer  you  pro- 
pose to  give,  will  purchase  in  behalf  of 
our  sovereign.      After  all,  however,  the 
great  objection  that  I  have  to  this  species 
of  treating  in  general,  is,  that  it  encourages 
imitperLvn ;  it  keeps  pauperism  in  counten- 
ance :    it  nourishes  that,  which  I  wish  to 
see  checked,  and  which,  a;*  far  as  I  am 
able,  I  keep  down.      The  labourer  is  wor- 
thy of  his  hire  ;  and,  if  he  and  his  family 
be  in  health,  shame  on  the  employer  if 
the  labourer  can  call  himself  a  pauper,  or 
c^n  think  it  becoming  his  character  to  be 
fed  and  treated  through  the  means  of  a  pa- 
rochial subscription,  and,  whatever  may 
he  his  feelings,  put  on  the  face  of  joy  for 
the  sake  of  a. meal  of  bread,  meat,  and 
beer.     Good  God,  $ir  !  am  1  told  by  you, 
that  a  meal  of  good  victuals  and  drink,  is 
a  rarity   ai^ongst    the    labourers  in    the 
parish  of  Droxlurd?     No:     in  so  many 
words  I  am  not  thus  told  ;  but,  what  am  1 
to    think  of  their    situation,  when  I  «m 
called  upon,  as  a  proof  of  ray  loyal fj/,  to 


contribute  towards  the  purchasing  ef  .one 
meal  in  fifty  years  for  the  labourers  of 
that  parish  ?  My  labourers.  Sir,  stand  in 
no  need  of  any  such  largess  ;  they  have, 
from  me,  the  means  of  purchasing  bread, 
meat,  and  beer,  every  day  of  their  lives ; 
no  parish  officer  ever  sees  their  face; 
ihey  are  not  slaves,  but  as  free  as  I  am 
myself;  if  'they  see  cause  for  rejoicing  on 
the  23th  instant,  they  will  do  it,  if  not 
they  will  let  it  alone,  and  tl*e  probability 
is,  that  they  will,  on  that  day,  earn  bread, 
meat,  and  beer  for  the  next  If  all  la- 
bourers were  in  this  situation,  we  should 
have  no  occasion  for  subscriptions  for  the 
purpose  of  feeding  the  poor;  and,  indeed, 
that  degrading  appellation,  under  which 
all  ihelabowrers  are  now-a-days  included, 
would  soon  bear  a  different  meaning. 

Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  manner  of  setting  on 
foot  this  Subscription,  unconnected  widi  the 
particular  occasion,  I  have  a  very  great 
objection.  The  name,  1  perceive,  of  every 
person  whom  you  expect  to  subscribe,  in 
each  Ty thing  of  tlie  parish,  is  put  doisn 
upon  the  Subscription  papery  and  in  this 
state  the  paper  is  handed  to  him.  So  that, 
if  he  does  not  think  propter  to  give  his 
money  away  upon  your  recommendatiou, 
his  name  is  to  stand  upon  the  list,  with  a 
blank  against  it,  which  blank  does,  in  that 
case,  amount  to  a  positive  refusal,  to  assist 
in  feeding  and  making  glad  the  heart  of 
the  poor.  A  very  good  judge  of  numan 
nature  and  of  the  moral  duties  of  man  has 
observed,  that  "  the  recounncndations  of 
"  superiors  savour  strongly  o^  co/ntfumds ;* 
and, Sir,  when  I  consider  the  weight,  which 
your  fortune,  and  especially  your  office  of 
acting  Justice  of  the  Peace  (the  only  cue 
in  the  parish)  necessarily  give  you,  1  must 
beg  you  to  excuse  me  if  4  apply  this  ob- 
servation to  your  >present  recommendation, 
which,  I  think,  I  am  completel}'^  justified 
in  doing,  seeing  that  you  have  sent  round 
our  names,  ready  written  upon  the  sub- 
scription list ;  an  act  so  oftensivcly  pre- 
sumptuous (though,  I  am  sure,  it  was  not 
so  intended)  that,  had  I  been  ever  so  much 
disposed  to  subscribe,  I  should  not  hai^e 
done  it,  without  protesting  a^inst  the 
exercise  of  such  manifest  dictation.  The 
truth,  is,  that  habit,  powerful  in  every  walk 
of  life,  is  peculiarly  so  with  persons  en- 
trusted with  public  authority  of  any  sort 
or  degree;  and,  upon  this  occasion,  you 
really  do  appear  to  me  to  have  forgotten, 
that,  when  writing  your  circular  letter,  you 
were  not  upon  the  Bench,  where  your  of- 
fice frequently  makes  it  your  duty  to  die- 
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tate,  but  which  office  gives  yoa  no  right 
whatever  to  issue  dictatorial  recommenda- 
tions to  any  persons  whatever,  for  subscrip- 
tions of  money,  and  especially  to  order 
the  collection  to  be  made  by  the  overseers 
of  the  poor,  or  other  parish-officers,  or 
persons  usually  employed  by  the  parish  to 
collect  its  rates.  Under  such  circum- 
8tances;Sir,  it  is  in  vain,  it  is  cjuite  idle,  to 
call  the  subscription  voIwUarj/,  With 
yourself,  and  with  the  other  gentlemen, 
with  whom  the  thing  originated,  the  con- 
tribution is,  of  course,  a  voluntary  act,  and 
you  have  all,  doubtle'is,  your  reasons  for 
what  you  have  done ;  but,  with  the  farmers 
of  the  parish,  with  those  who  cannot  be  in- 
sensible to  the  weight  of  your  recom- 
mendation, and  whom  you  must  be  prfiity 
sure  would  not  send  back  your  paper  with 
a  blank  against  their  names  ;  with  these 
persons,  is  there  any  candid  man  will  say, 
that  the  act  of  subscribing  could  possibly 
be  voluntary  ? 

These  objections  are  general :  they  ap- 
ply to  all  Subscriptions  called  for  with  a 
view  of  feedins:,  or  treatinsj,  the  poor ;  and 
also,  ti)  all  subscriptions,  for  whatever  pur- 
pose, set  on  foot  in  such  a  manner.  But, 
Sir,  upon  the  supposition,  that  subscrip- 
tions for  feeding  atid  treating  the  poor, 
roay,  in  certain  cases,  be  proper;  and, 
upon  the  further  supposition,  that  there  are 
cases  to  justify  the  manner,  in  which  this 
subscription  has  been  set  on  foot,  I  have, 
in  ihis  ca^e,  an  objection  to  the  thing  on 
(tccouiu  of  the  occasion ;  I  object  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  your  proposition  ;  and,  because  I 
think  it  may  be  useful  to  the  public,  be- 
cause I  think  it  may  tend  to  produce,  or 
increase,  a  right  way  of  thinking  upon 
this  and  other  political  subjects,  I  shall 
here  Slate  the  reasons,  upon  which  ray  ob- 
jection is  princijwlly  foun.Icd. 

The  '25th  of  this  month  is,  it  seems, 
considered,  by  some  persons,  at  least,  as 
a  day  for  the  expressing  of  national  joy  ; 
that  it  is,  in  short,  to  be  a  day  of  Jubilee, 
that  is  to  say,  ot  rejoicing  and  all  sorts  of 
incrrmcntmr^  signs  lA'  i^ladners  ;  and  it  is  to 
be  so,  for  what  ?  Why,  it  st* etns,  because, 
upon  that  day,  the  king  enters  upon  thefiflkth 
year  of  his  reign.  Now,  Sir,  if  I  bad  no 
other  6bjection  to  your  proposition  than 
that  which  is  founded  upon  the  nature  of  th 
ocamoR,  if  its  general  principle,  ^nd  if  its 
ftiamert  were  such  as  I  approved  of;  and,  if 
the  Jubilee  were  expressly  stated  to  be 
merely  a  mark  of  personal  respect  towards  his 
^ojesiy,  under  whose  reign  I  was  born,  I 
ihonld  very  willingly   hate  joined  your 


subscription ;  but.  Sir,  so  far  from  thi.^ 
being  the  case,  so  far  frofti  its  belirg  ex- 
pressly declared,  that  the  Jubilee  is  to  bft 
regarded  as  a  mark  of  personal  respect 
towards  the  king,  it  is  perfectly  notorious, 
that,  with  those  individuals  who  hav* 
taken  the  lead  in  the  thing,  and  who,  in* 
deed,  first  set  it  on  foot,  the  object  is  any 
thing  bub  that  which  I  have  described, 
and,  thnt  one  of  the  main  purposes  is,  ia 
this  indirect  manner  to  obtain  what  will  be 
construed  into  a  general  approbation  of  all 
the  ministerial  measures  of  this  long  and  unfor^ 
tunate  reign ;  rather  than  aid  in  ellectin* 
which  purpose,  I  shall  certainly  run  thb 
risk  of  exposing  myself  to  your  implied 
charge  of  disloyally,  of  the  justice  and  de*- 
cency  of  which  charge  I  will  speak  morfe 
particularly  by-and-by. 

But,  let  us  inquire  a  little  closer  inttt 
this  subject  of  rejoicing.  You  call  upoir 
me  to  rejoice  on  the  50th  anniversary  of 
the  King's  accession  to  the  throne.  Now, 
even  viewing  the  matter  in  the  best  pos- 
sible light ;  even  supposing,  that  you  wish 
the  Jubilee  to  be  held  with  reference  to 
the  king  solely,  to  the  king  personally  ; 
why  would  you  hare  me  rejoice  at  this  time 
in  particular?  You  certainly  would  not 
call  upon  us,  your  neighbours,  to  express 
our  joy  that  i*)  years  of  the  king*s  reign  arc 
'  already  past ;  to  clap  our  hands  and  to 
shout  becaiise  he  has  passed  nine  years 
beyond  the  age  of  man  ;  to  singrttid  dance 
and  drink  for  joy,  because  the  king  is  very- 
old  ;  to  be  full  of  joy,  to  overflow  with 
gladness,  in  short,  because  the  king  has 
attained  to  an  age,  which,  according  to 
the  course  ofnatnre,  mustrender  the  remaifk- 
der  of  his  reign  of  but  short  duration.  No: 
it  certainly  is  not  at  this  that  you  call 
upon  us  to  rejoice.  But,  at  what,  thed, 
would  you  have  us  rejoice  ?  If  not  at  the 
old  age  of  thi^  king,  which  is  just  the  same 
thingasthemere7f7ri^Mo/'  reign;  if  not  at 
thi^,  you  mast  then  wish  us  to  rejoice  at 
and  to  ceielirate  the  changes  and  events  of  his 
reign,  and,  in  this  way,  to  express  our  gra- 
titude for  the  good  which  the  nation  has 
derived  from  those  changes  and  e^•ents. 
Let  us,  therefore,  see  whether  those 
changes  and  events  are  guch  as  call  upon 
us  for  expressions  of  joy  and  gratitude. 

When  th(i  Kin-^  mounted  the  throne,, 
the  Debt,  of  which  the  nation  pays  the 
interest  in  taxes,  amfjuntcd  to  about  90 
millions  ;  it  ik»w  aoBOunts  to  nearly  700 
millions  ;  and,  one  year's  taxes  now  ia 
nearly  equal  to  what  the  whole  Debt  then 
was.      The  Poor  Rates  of  England  and 
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Wales  ihen  aQ(Knipted  to.  about  a  million 

itnda  quarter  annually;  they  now  amount 

.to  mare  than  six  milHons  lannuaDy.      The 

number  of  parish  paupers  was  then  about 

trVDO  hundred  thousand ;  that  number  is  now 

aboTe  twelve  hundred  thousand.     These  are 

pretty  good  proofs  Sir,  that  we  have  no 

cause  to  rejoice  at  the  changes  of  this 

^ign.     But,  Sti-,  there  is  one,  which  will 

ie  very  pat  to  your  purpose,  when  you 

have    the    poor    labourers    of   Droxford 

Parish    assembled    on    the  Jubilee-day ; 

and  that  is,  that,  when  this  reign  began, 

it  coat  the  labouring  man  five  day's  work 

to  earn  a  bushel  of  flour,  and  that  now  U 

jGOsts  him  ten  dat/s  work  to  earn  a  bushel 

.of  Hour;  and  that,  if  he   happens  to  have 

three  children,  it  is,   upon   the   common 

irun  of  wages,  utterly  impossible  for  him 

•to  earn  bread  enough  for  his  fapiiJy  loeat, 

ito  say  nothing  of  meat,  drink,  clothing, 

^fireand  house-rent.     Pray,  fcJir,  slate  thus 

.foot  to  the  young  ones:  the  old  ones  will 

iHOt  need  be  told  of  it.     State  this. fact  tp 

them,  and  if  they  do  i^ot   rejoice   it   is 

rery  strange  indeed — — Then,  Sir,  if  you 

should  have  some. politicians  in  the  higher 

seat^  of  the  festival,   you  may  entertain 

them   with  the  history  of  the   last  fifty 

•year's  glories,  in  diplomacy  and   in  war. 

Yon  Miay  relate  to  them  how  we  lost  the 

continent  of  America  for  the  sake  qfa  tax ; 

and  hoipr,  for  the  sake  of  other, ta/xts  and  of 

com^tion,  we  got  possession  of 'vast  coun- 

'.tries  in  the  East,  through  the  means  of 

.;which  countries  enterprising  young  men, 

.with  scarcely  a  second. slurt  to  their  backs, 

and  with  a  not    much  greater  stock  of 

ideas,  contrive  so  to  draw  upon  the  taxes 

.raised  in  England  as  to  oust  from  their 

f€atates  those,   by  whom  the  said    taxes 

Jtiave  been  paid.-*— •'From  these  topics  you 

may  diverge  into   matters  of  a  wailike 

-nalire :    you  may  remind   the   ''  loyal'' 

.ftudieiicc  of  the  capture  of  a  whole  British 

army  at  Saratoga,  and  of  another  at  York 

town.     Dunkirk  and   the   Helder  wilU  of 

course,  become  the  theme  of  your  praise, 

after  which,   in   due  place,    will    follow 

Ferrol,  Buenos  Avres,  Cairo,  Cintra,  Corvrma, 

Tahvcra  and   Waicheren,     You  will,  then, 

doubtless,  attempt  an  enumeration  of  those 

who  have  been  slain  during  the  thirty  years 

iff  war,  with  which   this  nation  has  been 

blessed  out  of  the  happy  .^/Jjy;  nor  would 

it  be  amiss  if  yon  wore  to  lay  before  the 

convivial  guests  a  detailed  account  of  th^se 

who  have  lately  died  at  Waicheren,  and 

of  the  thousands  of  sick  and  wounded  left 

behind,  by  our  general  in  Spain^  to  the 


mercy  of  the  Frencb  ;  aye,  to  the  mercjr 
pf  those  very  French,  whom  the  "  loyal ' 
writers  in  England  denominate  "  Wood- 
*'  thirsty  villains,''  Reluming  again  to 
the  blessings  of  our  present  state,  and  tbc 
cause  we  have  for  joy,  you -may  remind 
your  hearers,  that  the  king's  servants,  ip 
their  extreme  care  of  us,  hnve  introduced 
a  very  considerable  body  of  foreign  troopg 
into  the  country  ;  a  whole  Legion  of 
Germans,  horse,  foot,  and  artillery.  Yoo 
may  remind  them  of  the  present  state  of 
Ireland,  and  bid  them  not  to  forget  the 
number  of  years,  during  the  present 
reigft,  that  saw  the  personal  security  act 
suspended^  and  during  which  years  many 
of  their  countrymen  were  kept,  for  years, 
in  jail  ;    without  being   brought  to  trial 

from  first  to  last. If  this  belfiot  eiioyogh; 

if  you  find  them  still  backward  in  re- 
joicing, remind  th<?m  of  the  taxes  they 
have  to  pay,  and  of  the  purposes  to 
which  they  are  applied  ;  and,  pray  do, 
Sir,  show  them  that  there  are  many  in- 
dividual sinecure  placemen,  and  many 
pensioners,  any  one  of  whom  swallowi 
up  more  of  the  taxes,  in  one  month,  than 
goes  to  the  kee|>ing  of  all  the  poor  in 

£)roxford  for  tiwhoUyeaF, Should  they 

still  be  insensible  to  your  eloquence, 
remind  them  of  the  history  of  the  DarHsg, 
not  forgetting  your  old  neighbour )  lat« 
a  tenant  of  Newgate.  Your  Reverend 
.coadjutors  may  expouad  to  them  the  casci 
of  the  holy  iJoctms  O'Mearaand  Locke, 
and  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Beazely,  and 
bid  any  one  produce,  if  be  can,  any  tbing 
the  like  thereof  in  any  other  reign.  Any 
loyal  lady,  who  chances  to  be  present, 
may  enter  upon  the  rise,  progress,  and 
suspension  ot  the  "  Delkau  hvesti^ 
tion  ;'*  and,  if  they  still  remain  unmoyed, 
why  tell  them,  tell  them  yourself,  Sir, 
the  history  of  the  Garniers  and  their 
sinecure. 

I  should  not  have  revived  this  topic.  Sir, 
had  not  your  letter,  circulated  through 
the  wholft^  of  the  parish,  and,  of  course, 
amongst  many  of  my  neighbour^  left  it 
to  be  clearly  inferred,  that  all  those  who 
did  not  give  mon^,  to  be  expended  in  a 
way  that  you  ai^d  Mr.  Garnier  and  Mr. 
Nott  chose  to  point  out,  were  Mif^ 
men.  I  have  every  reason  to  suppose, 
that  you  knew,  that  my  sentiments  were 
opposed  to  any  celebration  of  the  day  in 
question  ;  to  any  act  or  deed  which 
might  give  countenance  to  the  thing  to 
be  called  a  Jubilee.  But,  yrhetjicr  you 
knew  this,  or  not,  a^ircdar.  Utter  frop 
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yoa,  making  the  act  of  subscribing  a /e^/ 
^  loyalty,  and  accompanied  wilh  a  sub- 
scription paper  having  my  name  ready 
written  upon  it,  coHtingcntly  inferred 
the  accQsation  of  dlsioyaUy.  You  send 
roe  one  paper  with  a  list  of  names  as 
Subscribers  to  the  Jubilee,  and  a'mongst 
th(^e  names  you  place  ^ine  ;  and  you, 
at  the  same  time,  send  me  another  paper 
which  tells  me,  in  words  the  meaning  of 
which  is  not  to  be  misunderstood,  that, 
nnless  I  give  my  money,  1  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  dislfyyal.  I  do  noi  choose  to 
give  ray  money,  3nd  your  imputation  of 
disloyalty  follows  of  course.  This  Impu- 
tation is  a  thing  for  me  to  laugh  at;  bul, 
as  my  intention  is  to  cause  this  letter 
to  be  read  by  all  those  who  have  read 
your  letter,  1  shall  here  add  a  sentence 
or  two  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  them 
what  is  the  real  meaning  of  the  word 
loyalty,  according  to  its  modern  aceep- 
tatlon,  and  by  way  of  illustration,  to 
give  them  a  striking  example  of  loyalty 
m  the  head  of  the  family  of  that  Gar- 
nier,  who,  as  your  letter  states,  thought 
it  was  "  a  pity  that  the  parish  of  Drox- 
"  ford  should  appear  less  loyal  than  its 
'^  neighbours." 

Be  it  known,  then,  to  those  of  our  neigh- 
bours, amongst  whom  you  have  circulated 
your  letter,  that  loyalty,  now-^-days,  means 
the  getting  of  a  good  round  sum  annually 
out  of  the  taxes,  or,  at  least,  it  means  Hvmg 
ipGn  the  public.  For  this  we  have  a  fine 
practicannstance  in  Mr.  Gamier  of  Wick- 
nam,  who,  though  he  has  never,  during 
bis  whole  lifetime,  done  for  the  public 
one  single  hour's  service ;  though  it  has 
beeni  gtven  in  evidence  before  tbe  House 
of  Commons,  that  he  never  has  meddled  at 
all  with  any  business  for  the  public; 
though  these  facts  are  indisputable,  this 
Mr.  Gamier  does  get  of  tha  jJubHc  money 
upwards  (^  tiJbelve  tltousand  poimds  -^  y^Or, 
arising  firom  fn  office,  which  he  has  en-' 
joyed  «7cr  sin^  he  teas  a  boy  tit  school,  and 
^hich  thought  not  formerly  so  profitable, 
or  nearly '^b  profitable,  as  at  present,  was 
always  ^  j^lacecif  great  profit.  The  total 
'sum  that  he  must  nave,  during  the  whole 
time,  cleared  by  this  place,  cannot  be  les» 
than  tkree  er  four  hunartd  thousand  ^mids, 
if  that  is  not  a  proof  of  loyalty,  I  do  hot 
kiiow  what  is  i  proof  of  loyalty.  But, 
iKr.  Cannier  has*  given  a  still  stronger 
proof  bf  his  loyany ;  for,  not  content 
With  pbckctting,  out  of  the  pilblic  money, 
iyjdve  ih(mai^ pounds  a^tat,  under  the  de- 
j|i^^a|iAatibii  of  profits  df  his  offite  of  Apo- 


thecary General ;  not  thinking  this  a  suf^ 
ficient  proof  of  ^  attachmeAV*  to  the  king 
and  his  government,  what  does  he  do,  bof 
gets  a  pest  <n  theamty  at  the  pay  i5f  ten  shU^ 
Hngs  a  day!  Not  content  with  twelve  thou- 
sand poihids  a  yenr  out  of  the  public 
money,  6ut  of  the  t<izes  that  we  pay  ;  not 
ct)ntent  with  this  immense  sum  for  doing 
nothing  ;  for,  observe,  it  is  proved,  upon 
oath,  that  he  has  never  meddled  wkh  any 
part  Of  tlie  business;  not  content  wilii 
tweire  thousand  a  y^ar  for  doing  tiothin^ 
he  asks  for,  slnd^ets,  frbm  the  go^rft- 
ment,  from  that  government  whose  Oonduct 
we  are  to'  have  a  Jubilee  to  appls^  ;'  b« 
gets  from  that  government  t\\  siUoiHranoe 
of  ^cn  shilliiigs  u  day  as  a  medical  officer  m  the 
Amy;  and;v^hile  he  lives  con^antly  sft 
Wjckham,  he'  is  now  actually  in  the  t^ceijSt 
of  this  ten  shillings  a  6^y  (Unless 'it  d« 
f  try  hitcly  taken  on)  out  of  the  takesthat  w^e 
pay.  Aye,  well,  indeed,  tn^J  menHltes 
ttiis  hold  ti  JubTlee  in  praise  df  this  lohg 
reign  of  war  and  taxation  ;  thfe  reign,- ttte 
wars  of  which  have,  perhaps,  put  into  the 
pockets  of  the  iJwrnxtx^  not  less*  than  toio 
hundreW  thousand  po^ds.  ;* 

^  By  this'  time,  8ir,  I  hope,  that  you  beeili^ 
to  be  convinced,  that  there  artwne  of  us, 
at  least,  who  understand  'too  Well'  the 
worth  of  modern  Idj'alty  to  fear  the  effetis 
of  iny  such  impulaliohs  as  that,  wWch, 
contingently  at  least,  is  conveyed  in  your 
letter ;  and  that,  by  means  of  that  soit« 
wtf  shall  not  have  the  money  extract^ 
from  our  pockets.  If  Mr:  Gamier,  in- 
deed, has  a  mind  to  give  back  to  the  peo- 
ple any  portion,  however  small,  or  if 
another  of  your  neighbours,  Mr.  Sturges 
Bourne,  has  a  mind  to  gire  back  a  part  x>f 
what'  he  is  annually  receiving  but  of  the 
tasces,  iet  thevn  do  it ;  but,  let  them  not 
accuse  me  or  Mr.  Chidell'  or  Mr.  Edney 
or  Mr.  Cowdi^^  6r  Mr.  Parrott,  or  any  of 
the  rest  of  us,  of  disloyalty,  that  is  to  say, 
of  a  very  serio6s  crime  ;  let  them  not  so 
accuse  us,  because  we  do  not  choose  t9 
give  our  money  to  make  people  rejoice  at 
events  which  have  produced  great  mischief 
to  the  nation  in  general,  and  good  to  none 
but  those,  who  live  upon  the  public,  who 
get  rich  in  proportion  as  the  riation  gets 
poor,  whose  riches  do,  in  fact,  spring  from 
the  same  soured  as  the  people's  poverty. 
To  all  such  accusations;  alt  attempts 
made  at  getting  popularity  amongst  the 
parishioners  at  our  ekpeace ;  all  atteotpts 
at  forc'mg  us  to  give  away  our  money,  or 
to  submit  to  be  represented  a»  Bard- 
hearted  towards  the  poolr;  mU  ibmi  at* 
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tempts  we  shall  repel  merely  by  stating, 
^hat  Mr  Gamier  of  Wickiiam  receives 
out  of  Uie  public  money  more,  every 
month,  than  is  expenvled  in  keeping  the 
poor  of  Droxford  parish  for  a  whole  year; 
that,  if  only  one  tenth  pSiTt  of  his  income 
were  distributed  amongst  the  poor  of 
Droxford,  there  would  not  need  any  parish 
■rate*  at  all,  for  there  would  bo  no  poor; 
luid  that,  of  course,  if  he  would  give  up 
the  whole  of  what  he  receives  trom  the 
public /or  doing  nothing,  it  would,  for  ever, 
take  away  all  poor,  leave  not  one  poor  per- 
son, in  ten  parishisVikc  that  of  Droxford.  By 
statements  like  this  we  shall  always  an- 
swer any  attempts  to  make  u8,whoearwwhat 
we-spcnd,  appear  hard-hearted  to  the  poor. 
We  shall  not,  upon  such  occasions,  forget, 
that  farmers  Parrott  and  Edney  and  Chi- 
dell,  ami  the  like;  that  every  man  who 
possesses  anyrpropcrty;  aye, and} hat  even 
the  day-labourerj  whose  very  quid  of  to- 
bacco is  taxed,  assists  in  maintaining  the 
spendid  equipage  of  Mr.  Sturges  Bourne, 
.and  the  rattling  coa«h-and-four  of  Mr. 
Gamier.  Yes,  Sir,  I  trust,  that  the  day  is 
.not  far  distaat,  when  not  a  man,  either  in 
Droxford  parish  or  in  any  other,  will  want 
assistance  to  muke  him  clearly  understand 
these  things;  and,  as  for  the  present 
essay,  if  it  should  prove,  in  any  degree, 
conducive  to  this  great  purpose,  our  neigh- 
bours will  have  to  think  you  much  more 
than  *  Your  mo  it  humble 

and  most  obedient  servant, 
\V>«.  COBBETT. 

The  other  topics,  intended  for  this  sheet, 

.  must  be  postponed. 1  had  prepared  an 

article  or  two,  when  Mr.  Goodlad's  letter 
was  received,  this  morning,  about  nine 
•  o'clock,  i  thought  it  a  duty  I  owed  to 
the  public  (for  it  applies  to  evt^ry  part  of 
the  kingdom)  to  aubwer  this  letter  without 
delay  ;  and,  neither  of  the  oiher  articles 
could  be  inserted,  without  dividing  them. 

PISTOLLING  PttIVY  COUNSELLORS. 

"  Ill-weav\l  auiLition,  how  much  art  thou 
shrunk  !•' 

My  Dear  Sir ; — We  think  so  much  alike 
on  ill  I  great  points,  tmd  your  very  conjec- 
tures have  been  oHate  so  propheiir,  tijat  1 
Mill  inclined  most  seriously  to  douct  my 
own  judgtitent,  when- it  differs  from  yours 
even  in  matter^i  of  thu  most  trifling  import- 
ance* 

Such  ip  inypfeaent  predicament,  which 
I  therofore  ftbteem'  unfortunate,  in  contenif 


Pistolling  Privy  Counsellors.      ^  [5S4 

plating  the  rencontre  between  the  "  pis* 
"  tolimg  privy  counsellors."  An  incidfnl, 
which,  though  exceedingly  degrading  to 
the  character  of  the  government,  is  by  no 
means,  as  I  think,  to  be  regretted  by  the 
country.  On  the  contrary,  1  consider  it  a 
topic  of  congratulation ;  and  as  it  is  unique, 
and  peculiar  to  the  auspicious  reign  of  hii 
present  majesty,  (which  may  God  indefi- 
nitely prolong !)  and  adds  one  to  the  many 
considerdtions,  which  constitute  the  pro- 
priety of,  as  also  may  become  an  harmo- 
nious ingredient  in  compomiding  the  loyal 
and  dutiful  Address,  which  the  judiciow 
Livery  of  London  is  so  shortly  to  carry  up 
to  the  throne,  1  would  by  no  means  have 
it  omitted  in  it.  The  only  objection,  in- 
deed, which  I  s«e  to  the  including  the  in- 
cident in  the  Address,  consists  in  the  ca- 
tastrophe not  having  been  so  complete,  ai 
one  could  have  wished. — For  ray  own 
part,  I  am  anxious  to  see  riie  idea  pushed 
a  little  further,  arid  when  the  Lord  Mayor 
furnishes  his  hot  cold  beef,  I  think  that  a 
petit  plat  representing  the  duel  itself,  the 
combatants  and  their  accessaries  in  a  pale 
tremulous  blunc  numger,  with  2ifac  siuiikai 
the  blood  and  wound  in  currant  jelly, 
(which  Colonel  Birch's  loyal  ingenuity 
might  accomplish  to  the  life)  would  be 
highly  gratifying  to  the  taste  of  the  Jubi- 
lee "  Mawmen,"  as  well  as  be  a  device  in 
itfelf  most  appropriate  and  pleasing  to  the 
curious.  But  as  blunc  manger  in  such  a 
situation  is  a  perishable  commodity,  i 
would,  in  order  fhe  better  to  perpeUiate 
and  transmit  the  achievement,  have  a  me- 
dal or  coin  of  the  value  of  a  half  crown, 
struck,  emblematic  of  the  occasion;  whert- 
in  the  united  effigies  of  Lord  Castlereagh 
and  Mr.  Canning  (instead  of  looking  one 
way  as  in  the  cotns  of  William  and  Mary) 
might,  like  Galba's  most  apposite  medal  of 
the  Iloiu)s  and  Virtus,  be  placed  vis-a-vis, 
with  a  hostile  frown  at  each  other.  This 
coin,  1  will  predict,  would  have  a  great 
run  in  the  remote  counties,  ignorance  and 
curiosity  being  inseparable  ;  and  as  a  cir- 
culating medium  is  much  wanted,  the 
adoption  of  my  proposition  in  this  respect 
would  be  a  converting,  possibly  for  the  first 
time  these  50  years,  of  the  actions  of  poli- 
ticians to  the  benefit  of  their  country.  In 
pursuit  of  the  same  thought,  1  would,  as  a 
distinct  and  separate  honour  to  Mr.  (Jan- 
niug,  suggest  to  his  majesty's  ministers,  lo 
the  Presidetit  of  the  Royal  Society,  and 
indeed  to  his  own  classical  taste,  the  idea 
•f  another  gem,  containing  an  effigy  only 
of  himself  in  the  attitude  of  the  famoui 
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Gladiator  Moriens;  and  that  Lord  C.  may 
not  be  jealous  of  this  exclusive  attention,  I 
would  suggest  to  him  the  bint  of  a  coin  re- 
presenting himself  in  brass,  as  a  Gladiator 
also,  holding  a  little  Victoria  in  one  hand, 
with  a  convulsive  grasp  at  aseal^  which 
has  just  f  illen  from  the  other. — An  impe- 
rial coin  also,  emblematical  of  the  harmony 
of  the  cabinet,  might  be  struck,  having,  as 
was  customary  with  the  emperors,  a  Con- 
cordia on  its  reverse. — But,  to  give  you 
my  serious  reasons  why  I  cordially  ap- 
prove of  the  duelling  or  pistolling  minis- 
ters, distinct  from  this  commemorative 
Tiew  of  the  matter: — 1st,  then,  I  think,  it 
holds  out  to  the  people  a  very  pleasing 
prospect  of  relief  from  their  misfortunes, 
without  any  risk  to  themselves.  iinJly, 
to  look  at  it  in  another  light  or  two:  I 
highly  approve  of  the  example  of  making 
minijiters  responsible  in  their  persons  for 
their  political  misconduct.  This  is  good, 
extremely  good  ;  the  transition  not  being 
at  all  abrupt  from  this  to  the  making  them 
in  their  persons  responsible  also  to  the 
people,  to  whom  some  persons  may  think 
a  greater  responsibility  was  due,  than  to 
each  other.  And  although  one  might  de- 
sire lo  make  some  little  change  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  execution,  (as  a  death  more  appro- 
priate than  shooting  would  naturally  sug- 
gest itself)  yet,  for  the  sake  of  unanimity, 
J  woiild  not  cavil  about  trifles,  such  as 
mode  or  manner;  and,  therefore,  provided 
substantial  justice  could  at  all  seasons  be 
obtained  for  the  country,  upon  the  persons 
oi'  its  ministers,  I  would  not  be  a  ptrdant  to 
investigate  whether  there  might  be  any 
solid  reason  for  preferring  hemp  before 
lead  for  the  occasion. — 3rdly,  as  a  grati- 
fying spectacle  to  the  nation,  1  must  a|>- 
prove  of  the  pistolling  in  the  following 
point  of  view,  wherein  I  consider  it  as  a 
sort  of  aitieiid<i  honorable  to  the  nation.  I 
reason  thus  :— An  immense  sum  had  been 
expended  by  the  discharged  Right  Honour- 
able Pistol ler  in  his  warlike  expedition 
against  Walcheren  ;  Now  we  approve  of 
taxes  and  expenditure,  the  more  lavish  the 
belter;  it  is  the  more  creditable  to  the 
spirit  and  resources  of  the  country ;  be- 
sides it  goes  more  directly  to  the  goal  at 
which  every  thing  conspires  to  drive.  But 
when  the  people  of  England  have  turned 
their  very  purses  insivle  out,  in  order  to 
equip  a  gallant  expedition,  they  do  not 
thinks  that  they  have  any  right  to  expect 
it  to  be  conducted  with  either  vigour  or 
success,  but  they  do  conceive  themselves 
by  a  tort  of  jim  gtntium  entilkd  to  an  equi- 


valent; or,  to  speak  more  diplomatically, 
to  a  quid  pro  quo ;  that  is,  they  have  an 
equitable  light  to  a  battle:  Now  as  Lord 
C.  sent  out  a  Cabinet  General,  v\ho  either 
would  not,  or  could  not,  pr  at  least  did 
not  fight,  (all  three  being  the  same  to  us) 
the  battle  necessarily  was  returned  to  him, 
and  lay  upon  his  shoulders.  And  it  is,  in 
this  regard,  that  I  think  Lord  Castlereagh 
acted  so  very  honourably  towards  us,'in  his 
transferring  the  war  campaign  from  the 
continent  to  the  cabinet,  and  in  his  taking 
back  the  battle  from  the  General  (who  was 
well  pleased  to  return  it)  to  be  fought  by 
the  Secretaries.  Yet  if  the  sword  did  little 
for  the  noble  Lord's  reputation  amongst  the 
people,  disease  has  been  extremely  propi- 
tious to  him ;  the  climate  has  achieved  what 
was  omitted  by  the  enemy :  and  death  has 
been  a  most  ellicient  ex  post  facto  colle  igue 
to  the  noble  Secretary, making  him  in  this 
respect  ample  aHiends  for  all  Mr.  Can- 
ning's insincerity  !  hi  fine,  one  may  apply 
to  Lord  Castlereagh  what  was  poetically 
said  of  another  noble  sufferer: — •*  Nothing 
"  in  his  (political)  life  became  him  like 
"  the  leaving  it." — ^thly,  there  is  a  view 
which  you  have  taken  of  this  cainionade 
on  Putney  Heath,  w  here,  in  the  animated 
expression  of  your  abhorrence  at  the 
indecency  of  the  transaction,  you  ap- 
pear to  me  to  have'  for  a  moment  lost  sight 
of  that  impartiality,  which  is  the  honour  of 
history,  and  the  peculiar  glory  of  your 
publication.  I  refer  to  your  allusion  to 
the  case  of  Major  Campbell ;  which  you 
appear  in  the  sometimes  indispensible 
hurry  of  perusal  to  have  mistaken.  Major 
C.  was  found  guilty  of  murder  by  a  jury 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  law.  So  found, 
because  there  appeared  evidence,  that  he 
had  killed  a  brother  officer,  whom  he  had 
compelled  to  fight  him  under  unusual  cir- 
cumstances ;  .  leading  to  violent  suspicion 
of  unfairness  ;  corroborated  by  the  dying 
exclamation  of  the  man  who  fell.  Execu- 
tion would  in  due  course  have  followed  the  • 
sentence  upon  the  verdict.  The  govern- 
ment so  far  had  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  the 
ministry,  indeed,  might  have  advised  the 
king  to  remit  the  punishment^  but  they 
did  not :  and  in  my  opinion  this  was  the 
best,  and,  for  any  tiling  I  know  to  the  con- 
trary, the  only  good  advice  they  ever  gave 
his  majesty.  Now  surely,  ray  dear  Sir,  to 
draw  the  analogy  a  little  closer,  you  do 
not  believe,  that  if  providentially  Canning 
had  shot  Castlereagh,  (for  we  are  taught 
"  that  not  a  sparrow  tails!"  &c.J  or  vice 
vend,  that  Castlereagh  had  providentially 
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shot  Canning,  a  jury  of  12  Englishmen 
would  have  found  either  guilty  of  fe- 
lony !  ,What !  hans  Canning  for  shoot- 
ing Castlereagh,  or  hang  Castle reagh  for 
shooting  Canning  !  !  I  Good  God,  Mr. 
Cobbett,  have  you  ever  read  the  Marquis 
Beccario,  or  what  an  opinion  have  you 
formed  of  the  freeholders  of  Middlesex  ? 
Let  ifie  entreat  you  to  look  at  this  matter 
then  rather  in  its  patriotic  consequences, 
than  in  its  exceptions  as  an  innovation  ; 
and,  indeed,  I  am  not  afraid  that,  when 
you  shall  have  reconsidered  its  valuable 
tendency,  you  will  unite  to  mine  your  im- 
portant approbation  of  it. — I  am  now  na- 
turally led  from  my  panegyric  upon  the 
catastrophe,  to  a  consideration  of  the 
plot,  with  a  rapid  appreciation  of  the  re- 
spective merits  of  tne  performers.  "  O  ! 
that  my  enemy  would  write  a  book!" 
may,  on  this  occasidh^  be  narrowed  to 
*'  O !  that  my  enemy  would  write  a  letter!" 
Let  us  examine  Lord  Castlereagh's,  which 
has  matter  in  it  deserving  a  few  moments 
attention.  We  there,  notwithstanding  all 
that  constitutional  dreamers  have  dreamt 
upon  the  subject,  find  it  publicly  avowed, 
hy  a  Sccrotary  of  Stale,  that  the  King  of 
England  does  not  chuse  liis  own  ministers; 
but  that,  by  an  accoinmodating  species  of 
cooptuiio  (a  thin  ^  prohibited  by  the  Ro- 
mans,) h'  y  virtually  chuse  each  other. 
So  that  we  have  not  even  the  small  chance 
of  that  very  small  quantity  of  integrity, 
which  collision  and  op[)Osition  might  by 
bare  possihflity  strike  out  of  the  inde- 
pendent action  of  12  or  13  politicians  in 
their  sev^al  d«  partments;  but  persons  are 
put  into  v>nf*  o0ice,  because  they  wiH  be,  or 
what  is  ill  etieci  the  same  thing,  are  turned 
out  bt^cause  they  will  not  be,  subservient 
to  the  views  of  the  person,  who  fills  ano- 
ther ;  diid  that  person  the  leader  of  a  fac- 
tion in  the  House  of  Commons !  This  is 
the  real  and  true  stale  of  the  case,  for  to 
talk  of  any  dillerence  in  principle,  would 
be  ridicuious  in  reference  to  two  men, 
who  were  the  underlings  of  Pitt,  and  the 
humble,  or  as  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers 
would  have  it,  the  "  sympathetic,'*  or  per- 
haps the  '*  lofty,'*  instruments  of  the  worst 
measures  of  his  detestable  administration. 
— I  nciw  proceed  to  the  mere  personal 
matter  in  the  letter;  Lord  Castlereagh,  in 
a  missive,  which  should  have  contained 
but  the  four  words,  begins  it  by  telling 
Mr.  C.  that  *'  he  has  deceived  him."  Now 
there,  if  this  had  been  true,  he  stood  on 
good  ground,  as  a  man,  although,  ^Aap<y, 
Bot  as  a  politician.    The  quarrel  in  short 
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(as  Sir  Lucius  OTrigger  wotrtd  bate  said) 
was  a  very  pretty  quarrel,  as  it  stood;  espe- 
cially between  two  petson^,  having  each 
something  of  the  potatoe  in  him.    1  batt 
however  put  a  perhaps,  for  I  really  do  not 
see  how  one  factious  plac^holding  politi* 
clan  can  deceive  another.      An  Italian 
meets  his  friend,  and  with  t>pen  arms  ea^ 
braces  him,  but  he  has  a  stiletto  in  bis 
hand,  which  his  friend  expects,  and  is  dis- 
engaging his  own ;   Now  this  first  Italian 
does  not  deceive  the  other:  he  does  indeed 
stab  him,  but  that  is  clear  another  matter; 
for  it  is  obvious  by  the   precautions  be 
was  using,  that  his  adrersary  did  not  de- 
ceive him.    No,  no !  call  it  by  its  right 
name,  and  then  we  must  say  that  be  was 
only   the  most  dexterous.      In  a  word, 
there  is  no  deception  amongst  the  point- 
ers in  politics ;     loaded  dice  are  feir  at 
that  game,  and  every  body  ^ses  them. 
But  was  I  even  to  admit  that  a  politician^ 
honour  could  suffer  by  his  bemg  duped,  I 
have  no  data  to  ascertain  in  that  re^pect> 
what  Lofd  C.  could  have  lost.     For  in  or« 
der  to  find  that  tmknown  quantity,  we  r^- 
quire  two  other  quantities  to  be  assigned, 
which  after  the  strictest  search  appear  to 
me  undiscoverable  ;  i  mean  the  quantity 
of  that  quality,  political  honour,  that  really 
and  bandjide  belonged  to  Lord  C.  or  was 
imputed  to  him  by  his  cduotryisen,  eidiec 
in  England  or  Ireland,  before  |ifr.  Canning 
di^scharged  him,  and  the  qoaiitity,  (wbi<^ 
must  have  grievously  suffered  indeed  by 
any  deduction  from  it)  that  remaiiied  in 
his  lawful  possession  at  the  Tery  iostaotte 
discovered  that  Mr.  Canning  nad  robbed 
him  of  the  rest  I  If  one  coold  getirom  any 
confidential   friend,  from  any  of  all  tte 
Seymours  for  example,  and  1  adjure  then 
by  all  their  places  and  pensions!  (fortbe 
public  is  in  total  ignorance  respecting  bis 
honour)    these  <iuantities  truly  assigned, 
orie  might,  as  I  said  "before,  not  only  ^ 
out  what  Lord  Castlereagh  had  lost  at  th^ 
period  alkided  to,  and  which  he  so  afl^ct- 
mgly  regrets,  but  one  ms^ht  even  discoter, 
which  is  indeed  a  much    more  curious 
point,  what  positive  quantity  he  actually 
pcilBsesSes  now ;    and  which,  so  far  "a*  I 
know,  we  have  no  other  data  whatsoever 
for  ascertaining !  But  allowing  Lord  C^ 
tlereagh  to  be  his  own  voucher  for  m(ff« 
or  less  of  that  Quality^  which  "  hath  no 
skill  in  surgery,''  and  "  cannot  take  away 
the  grief  ot  a  wound,*'  let  us  inquire  if  he 
even  himself  thought  that  Mr.  Canntlog 
had  impeached  it  by  concealing  his  di^ 
charge  from  him ;  Why,  the  tery  rcvtm 
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ii  distinctty  stated  in  so  many  words  in 
the  actual  letter,  inttie  actual  same  letter; 
wherein  be  admits  that  Mr.  Canning  did 
press  its  being  communicated  to  him ;  a 
matter,  resist^>  by  whom  ?  why,  by  his 
xery  own  i'neni)« ;  whu  doubtless  knew 
rery  well  that  he  would  lie  much  better 
plea^  by  continuing  to  receive  his  emo- 
luments than  by  being  prematurt^ly  in- 
formed of  an  arrangement,  the  knowledge 
of  which  would  have  been  incompatible 
With  bi.^  retaining  them*  His  friends,  I 
think,  judged  very  prudently,  from  their 
btimate  knowledge  of  the  man,  and  not 
«t  all  the  less  so,  for  not  havinff  said  one 
syllable  about  his  honour;  which,  from 
tome  strange  misconception  or  other,  ap- 
pears, in  the  whole  of  this  business,  to 
hate  occurred  to  nobody  but  himself!  I 
omit  the  prosing  metaphysical  matter,  and 
a  great  deal  of  very  b»d  reasoning  relative 
to  his  having  been  dishonoured  by  his 
coBttmmig  to  exercise  bis  functions,  after 
he  had  been  virtuilly  superseded,  con- 
tained in  the  middle  ot*  the  letter,  because 
ftisohTtoos,  that  he  conceives  (whatevw 
the  nation  may)  that  disgrace  was  to  .at- 
tach to  him,  ncK  in  respect  of  any  past 
misconduct  in  bis  office,  -but  in  respect  of 
his  being  virtually  superseded  therein 
without  his  knowing  it;  whilst  it  is  never- 
theless quite  palpable  to  the -capacity  ef  a 
child,  tl^t  no  peiison  can  be  disgraced  by 
coDficienttously  continuing  to  discharge 
the  functions  of  a  pubitc  office,  so  long  as 
he  is  not  Bm^te  or  appriaed  of  any  thing 
having  occurred,  which  would. make  it 
proper  Tor  him  to  retire  from  it.  I  will 
only  just  farther  observe,  that  having  at 
the  close  of  his  letter,  abamloned  the 
only  ^ood  pretext  fur  calling  Canning  out, 
contained  in  it,  namely,  that  he  had  xle- 
ceived  him^  he  again  changes  his  ground, 
and  rests  bin  quarrel  on  a  point  nearly  or 
altogether  indifferent,  viz.  on  the  mode  or 
manner  of  doing  a  thing,  which  he  admits 
in  the  same  sentence  that  the  other  had  -a 
right  to  do:  and  which  indeed,  the  very 
letter  written  by  himself  to  attack  the  act 
proves,  by  its  absMrdities,  ought  to  have 
been  done  efiectually  as  well  as  virtually 
many  many  raonttrs  before.  The  truth 
here,  as* in  almost  every  case,  lies  in  a  nut 
shell;  from  which,  the  following  is  not 
probably  very  remote.  Canning  wanted 
Castlen^gh's  place  for  a  friend,  Castle- 
rcaghwasof  no  importance  to  any  Irving 
*  soul  but  himself:  his  colleagues  therefore 

Sve  hitn  up  -at  once,  rather  than  suffer 
t  dittiinutioo  of  Camning's  abtitties  in 


the  House  of  Commons.  The  tim^  was  not 
ripe  for  putting  in  Canning's  friend ;  and 
Casilereagh's  friends,  who  must  have  known 
him  better  than  any  body  else,  (though 
he  now  disowns  them!)  thought,  that 
they  could  not  oblige  him  more,  than  by 
continuing  to  him  f>?-o  tempore  the  emolu- 
ments ot  his  office  ;  they  therefore  did 
not  wish  to  tell  him,  what  would  have 
compeKed  him  to  relinquish  these  profits 
(for  to  suppose  that  the  abilities  of  the  per-, 
son  who  wrote  that  letter  could  be  of  any 
use  even  to  the  present  administvation 
would  be  ridiculous) ;  they  therefore  con- 
cealed it  from  him,  and,  in  doing  so,  acted 
tne  part  of  t'rienda  to  him ;  (to  which,  as  is 
customary,  he  makes  the  return  of  resent- 
ment). He  necessarily  protracted  their 
friendly  motives  in  acting  so  towards  him  ; 
and  therefore,  as  ii  would  have  been  pre- 
posterous, if  not  ludicrous,  in  him,  to  have 
called  out  hisfrietyds,  he  challenges,  on  the 
refuted  ground  of  his  having  deceived 
him,  the  only  member  of  the  cabinet,  who, 
as  far  as  we  know  from  the  letter,  demon- 
strated a  desire  not  to  have  deceived  him ! 
The  iact  1  should  take  to  be,  that  Castle- 
reagh,  if  he  suw  at  all,  must  have  seen, 
that  he  had  no  one  solid  reason  for  chal- 
leni;ing  Caiming,  that  did  not  apply  nuich 
more  strongly  to  perhaps  every  other 
member  of  the  cabinet :  he  consequently 
vacillates  from  one  pretext  to  another, 
until,  as  is  common  with  men  in  that  aitu- 
ation,  he  at  length  fixes  v>n  the  worst. 
He  couid  not  challenge  his  own  friends, 
who  were  the  people  that  really  deceived 
him  ;  and  his  quarrel,  not  being  about 
his  honour,  as  he  says,  but  about  his 
office,  he  naturally,  because  revenge  is 
natural,  (only  he  will  not  allow  it)  chal- 
lenged the  man,  by  whose  proposition  be 

was  to  be  turned   out  of  it. ^By  the 

bye,  people  never  know  themselves  ;  if 
they  did,  Castlereagh  would  never  have 
shot  Canning  for  not  carrying  a  proposi- 
tion into  effect,  for  an  '*  incluiate  act ;" 
since  he  could  not  so  soon  have  forgotten, 
that,  in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament, 
Canning  had  got  him  acquitted  of  a  most 
damnable  charge,  on  the  sheer  and  sule 
ground  of  the  act  imputed  not  having 
been  carried  into  complete  effect  by  him  ! 
Some  of  your  readers  perhaps  begin  by  this 
time  to  consider  me  as  the  apologist  of 
Canning  ;  whereas  nothing  is  more  remote 
from  my  intention.  Castlereagh  has  se- 
lected* him  out  of  many  others,  his  asso- 
ciates, as  tbe*(itte9)t  on  whem  to  fix  a 
charge    of  deception.    He   miut    know 
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him  better  than  we  do  ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  whatever  that  though  erroneous  in  his 
instance,  and  wrong  in  his  reasoning,  he 
is  right  in  his  imputation.  I  acknow- 
ledge, hovfever,  that  I  do  feel  a  desire  on 
this  occasion  to  remove  from  Mr.  Can- 
ning's shoulders  a  burthen,  which  he 
ought  not  exclusively  to  carry.  The 
ass*s  fault  ought  not  to  be  laid  upon  the 
pack  saddle.  Amongst  them,  they  have 
insulted  lord  Castlereagh'§  honour,  as  he 
says  ;  I  have  endeavoured  in  a  friendly 
way  to  'convince  him,  that  he  fixed 
wrong  in  Bxmg  upon  ('anning,  and  that, 
consequently,  the  discharge  of  a  lump  of 
lead  into  Canning's  posteriors  leaves  his 
honour  just  where  it  \\as  before. — Let  him 
now  then  fix  right ;  and  there  is  one 
comprehensive  way,  the  "  scrv^tur  ad 
imwn,**  in  which  he  will  be  sure,  first  or 
last,  to  get  the  right  sow  by  the  ear  ;  and 
should  his  majesty  be  then  pleased  to 
adopt  for  his  cabinet  tht;:  regulations  of  his 
army,  whereby,  in  vacancies  so  occasioned, 
the  promotion  is  prohibited  from  going  in 
the  regiment,  should  this,  1  say,  take  place, 
and  the  Whigs  accordingly  succeed  to 
the  command,  who  knows,  but  that,  in 
their  complete  "  coalition  with  the  memo- 
ries" of  Pitt,  and  No  Popery,  they  may 
adopt  also  for  their  example,  the  dissen- 
sions in  the  cabinet,  and,  in^ircd  by  Pro- 
vidence, may  also  imitate  Lord  Castle- 
reagh's  mode  of  deciding  them.  As  my 
feather  writes  this,  a  beam  of  hope  seems 
to  shine  upon  the  countrVt  ^^itli  a  faint 
promise  to  us,  that  though  England,  cor- 
rupted as  her  establishments  now  are, 
can  never  dream  of  being  defended  by 
the  union  of  her  inhabitants,  she  may  yet 
be  saved  by  the  dissensions  of  her  mi- 
nisters! With  a  fervent  prayer,  then,  that 
the  safety  of  the  country  may  come  this 
way,  if  It  can  come  no  other  (a  prayer 
the  more  sincere,  as  its  accomplishment 
will  suit  my  hypothesis,)  1  hasten  to  my 
conclusion  of  this  tedious  letter,  whose 
substance  I  fully  intended  to  have  compri- 
sed in  twenty  lines.  Permit  me  to  add, 
that  I  am  as  sensible  as  you  can  be  of  the 
dull  matter-of-fact  tenor  of  its  arguments  ; 
I  am  aware  that  you  will  perceive,  as  I 
indeed  did  witii  ffequcnt  struggles  of  self 
denial,  the  many  occasions  of  vivacity 
and  ple.Lsautry  which  were  spontaneously 
pre.ventc'd  to  me  by  the  subject,  but 
which  I  avoided,  "  under  Providence," 
by  an  incessant  consideration  of  the  wel- 
fare of  ray  country  being  at  stake  ;  which 
I  thought  an  unseasonabU  Uvity  might 


wound; — for  as  the  interests  were  weighty, 
so  the  style  I  deemed  should  be  serious. 
Above  all,  I  hope  you  will  see  that  I 
have  endeavoured  carefully  to  avoid  any 
remark,  which  can  be  esteemed  disre- 
spectful, either  towards  our  aged  and  be- 
Poved  sovereign,  his  government,  or  the 
country.  Moreover,  I  have,  with  a  world 
of  pains,  txpunged  whatever  in  my 
rough  copy  appeared  to  me  cither  sarcas- 
tic, or  satirical  upon  the  combatants. 
Considering  them  indeed,  (which  onemosl 
do,  now  that  they  are  "  fundi  officio!*) 
rs  men  politically  dead,  I  have  passed 
with  a  classical  charity,  mingled  with 
melancholy  over  their  ashes  the  '^/avilba 
adhw  calentes'*  both  of  the  poet  and  the 
politician  ;  uhilst  "  dc  mortuis  nil  nisi  ho- 
nttm*'  will  at  once  be  recognised  to  hare 
been  my  rule.  On  this  score,  I  feel  that 
I  have  a  conscience  void  of  offence,  and 
therefore  have  nothing  to  dread.  But  if 
it  be  objected  to  me,  as  I  most  fear,  thiit 
I  have  erred  on  the  other  side,  the  side 
of  got>d  nature,  by  sometimes  swerving 
from  risjid  impartiulily,  in  putting  a  more 
favourable  construction  upon  certain  parts 
of  their  conduct,  than  tliey  will  bear,  I 
must,  like  Mrs.  Mal-a-prop,  "  own  the 
soft  impeachment;*'  I  here  confess  roy 
weakness  ;  I  know  it  to  be  my  vulnerable 
side  ;  but  I  appeal  to  the  benevolence  of 
our  nature,  and  as  the  error  is  amiable,  I 
hope  the  censure  wiU  be  charitable  .' 
1  remain,  my  Dear  Sir, 
Sincerely  yours, 

J.  C.  WORTHINGTOK. 

Cottage,  Sofuihampion,  Oct,  10,  1809. 


ANSWER  TO  THE  EDINBURGH  REVIEW 
ON    THE    SUBJECT    OF 

REFORM  IN  PARLIAMENT. 
From  the  Glasgow  Sentinel, 


Sir, — The  Edinburgh  Review  is  a  irork 
uhich  I  have  long  considered  as  a  lig^* 
shining  in  darkness,  and  the  darkness  com- 
prehending it  not;  and  when  in  its  attack 
upon  Mr.  Cobbett,  I  found  it  advocatiog 
the  cause  of  parliamentary  dependence^  i' 
appeared  to  me  as  something  struck  oot 
rather  by  the  collision  of  contest,  than  the 
genuine  sentiments  of  the  writer.  h\  th« 
last  Number  of  that  work,  however,  no  room 
is  left  Co  doubt,  that  it  looks  upon  (he  iode* 
pendence  of  parliament  as  an  impossible/ 
or  a  dangerous  thing.    That  such  an  opt* 
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nion  is  false  in  theory,  is  subversive  of  all 
free  government  in  practice,  nnd  is  at 
utter  enmity  with  the  const iiut ion  of  our 
country,  I  do  not  despair  to  shew ;  but  in 
order  to  do  so,  I  must  begin  with  Mr. 
Hume,  the  real  author  of  the  opinion  in 
question ;  "  We  may/*  says  he  (Jissay  on 
the  Independency  of  .Parliament)  "give 
"  to  this  influence,  what  name  w^e  please ; 
**  we  may  call  it  by  the  invidious  appella- 
"  lions  of  corruption  and  dependence,  but 
"  some  degree  and  some  kind  of  it  are  in- 
"  separable  from  the  very  nature  of  the 
"  constitution,  and  necessary  to  the  pre- 
"  servation  of  our  tnixt  government/'  Jn 
a  note,  he  afTects  to  limit  this  crown  in- 
fluence to  offices  {^id  honours,  and  depre- 
cates what  he  calls  private  bribery ;  by 
which,  1  suppose,  he  means  pecuniary  in- 
fluence; as  a  shameless  prostitution,  and 
ai  always  infamous  under  all  ministers : 
but  notwithstanding  this  distinction,  I  be- 
lieve if  he  had  compared  his  ideas,  he 
would  have  come  to  the  san(»e  conclusion 
with  regard  to  both  species.  For  the  in- 
fluence by  offices  and  honours,  either  must 
weigh  in  a  member's  mind,  so  ftir  as  to 
direct  his  judgment,  and  determine  his 
vote,  or  it  muat  not ;  if  it  does,  what  can 
money  do  more  ?  if  it  does  not,  it  is  use- 
less. But  to  leave  this  distinction,  a  dis- 
tinction without  a  diflference;  let  us  pro- 
ceed to  the  principle  itself;  speaking  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  he  says,  "  how 
*'  easy  would  it  be  for  that  house  to  wrest 
"  from  the  Crown  all  its  powers,  one  after 
"  another,  by  making  every  grr.nt  condi- 
"  tional,  and  choosing  their  time  so  well, 
"  that  their  refusal  oif  supply  should  only 
"  distress  the  government,  without  giving 
"  foreign  powers  any  advantage  over  us." 
In  this  sagacious  query,  the  learned  gen- 
tleman seems  inclined  to  carry  his  theory 
of  the  want  of  connection  between  cause 
and  effect  as  far  as  it  will  go ;  but  I  am  so 
far  a  disciple  of  the  old  school,  as  to  con- 
ceive that  there  can  be  no  effect  without 
a  cause,  that  in  the  event  of  the  House  of 
Commons  wishing  to  deprive  the  Crown  of 
its  powers,  it  must  either  have  the  support 
of  the  people,  or  it  must  not ;  if  it  have 
not,  it  can  do  no  harm  ;  the  king,  by  dis- 
solving the  house,  can  give  an  opportunity 
to  the  people  to  send  other  representatives, 
jujittfr  bearers  of  the  public  sentiment;  if 
it  have  that  support,  then  the  discontent  of 
the  people  is  an  efFecl  which  must  have 
an  adequate  cause;  either  those  powers 
vested  in  the  Crown  are  grievous  to  the 
people,  and  hard  to  h%  borne,  or  they  art 


not ;  if  they  are,  they  deserve  to  be  abo- 
lished ;  if  they  are  not,  it  is  not  conceiv- 
able that  the  people  should  give  that  sup- 
port to  the  House  of  Commons,  which  it 
necessary  to  the  subversion  of  monarchy. 
So   much  for  the  effect  likely  to  be  pro* 
duced  on  the  monarchical  part  of  our  con- 
stitution, by  the  subject  in  question.     Let 
us  now  see  its  effects  on  the  democratical 
part  of  it  ;  this  we  will  find   in  the  very 
next  passage  after  the  one  last  quoted  from 
Hume.     "  Did  the  House  of  Commons,*' 
says  he,  ''depend  in  the  same  manner  o^ 
"  the  king,  and  had  none  of  the  members 
"  any  property  but  from   his  gift,  would 
"  nut  he  command  all  their   resolutions, 
"  and  be   from  that  moment  absolute  ?" 
Now,  in  an  assembly  where  the  resolutions 
are   carried   by  the  majority,  either  the 
majority  are  influenced,  or  they  are  not ; 
if  they  are  not,  this  influence,  *'  invidi- 
"  ously  called  corruption  and  dependence'' 
is  of  no  use,  and  our  mixed  government 
still  remaining,   shews  that   for  its   pre- 
servation,  it  stands  in  no   need  of  such 
an  assistant ;  if  the  majority  be  influx  nc,ed, 
what  is  this,  to  use  the  words  of  Mr.  Locke, 
(on  Government,  2.  §  222.)  "  but  to  cut 
"  up  the  government  by  the  roots,  and 
*'  poison  the  very  fountain  of  public  secu- 
"  rity  ?    for  the  people   havin^Bp   reserved 
"  to  themselves  the  choice   of  their  re- 
"  prestntatives,    as    the    fence    to     their 
"  properties,  could    do    it   for   no  other 
"  end,  but    that    they   might  always  be 
'*  freely  chosen,  and,   so   chosen,   freely 
"  act  and   advise,  as  the  necessity  of  the 
"  commonwealth    and   thB    public    good 
**  should,   upon  examination    and  mature 
"  debate,   be  judged  to   require.   *  This, 
**  those  who  give  their  votes  before  they 
"  hear  the  debate,  and  have  weighed  the 
'*  reasons  on  all  sides,  are  not  capable  of 
*'  doipg.     To  prepare  such  an  assembjy  as 
"  this,  and  endeavour  to  set  up  the  declared 
''  abettors  of  his  own  will,  for  the  true  re- 
"  presentatives  of  the  people,  amf  the  law- 
'*  makers  of  the  society,  is  certainly  at 
"  great  a  breach  of  trust,  and  as  perfect  a 
*'  declaration  of  a  design  to  subvert  the 
*'  government,  as  is-  possible  to  be  met 
"  with." — i  now  come  to  shew  that  par- 
liamentary dependence,  is,  in  proportion 
to  its  extent,  subversive  of  all  free  govern- 
ment, in  practice :  and  in  order  to  be  con- 
vinced of  this,  we  have  only  to  consult 
history,   and  observe   the  gi'adations  by 
which,  when  the  Legislative  and  Execu- 
tive powers  have  been  vested  in  distinct 
bodies,  the  former  have  gradually  become 
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^bserricnt  to  th*  li^tter ;  ^nd  the  coqclu- 
yioQ  will  hold  equally  good,  whether  the 
Leffislative  be  an  hereditary  or  elected 
body.  'In  Roman  history,  for  example,  the 
Senate,  by  the  disturbances  and  bloodshed 
that  took  place,  during,  and  immediately 
after  the  first  of  the  Caesars,  had  lost  much 
of  its  power  and  dignity.  Its  purgation 
was  reserved  for  Augustus,  who,  by  ex- 
pelling some  members,  and  persuading 
others  to  take  themseWes  off,  attempted 
its  reformation  ;  but  this  being  his  own 
act,  and  by  his  Own  individual  power,  ne- 
cessarily brought  that  body  unaer  his  cbn- 
troul.  "  Whilst,"  says  Gibbon  (Roman 
£mp.)  ''he  thus  restored  the  dignity,  he 
*'  destroyed  the  independence  of  the  Se- 
"  Date.  The  principles  of  a  free  consdtu- 
*'  jtion  arc  irrecoverably  lost,  when  the 
"  Legislative  power  is  nominated  by  the 
^*  Executive."  We  accordingly  fiiid  that 
that  body  from  whom  the  kings  of  the 
earth  were  wont  to  solicit  an  audience,  as 
its  slaves  and  freed  men,  fell  more  and 
^ore  into  contempt^  till  its  power  and 
authority  were  annihilated  by  l)ioclesian, 
and  the  universal  maxim  came  to  be, 
*'  The  will  of  the  Prince  is  the  supreme 
*'  law.'*  If  we  look  to  the  history  of 
Spain,  we  will  find  that  both  in  Arragon 
and  Castile,  the  Cortes,  though  independ- 
ent, and  invested  with  much  greater  powers 
than  ace  vested  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
4id  not  subvert  monarchy.  In  the  prin- 
cipality of  Catalonia,  indeed,  the  impa- 
tience of  the  people  to  obtain  redress  of 
their  grievances,  did  induce  them  to  take 
up  arms  against  their  Sovereign  John  U. 
A.  D*  1462,  and  to  endeavour  to  establish  a 
republican  form  of  government ;  but  this 
was  the  work  of  a  whole  people,  goaded  to 
desperation  by  misgovernment,  and  not 
the  endeavour  of  one  part  of  their  copsti- 
rtution,  in  consequence  of  its  independence, 
to  subvert  the  Qther.  Seventy-seven  years 
after  this  period,  we  find  the  ancient  con- 
stitution of  the  Castilian  Cortes  subverted 
by  Cljarles,  and  an  a^embly,  to  use  the 
words  of  Dr.  Robertson  (Hist.  Chas.  V.) 
**  bearing  no.resemblance,, either  in  povvcr, 
*'  or  dignity,  or  independence,  to  the  an- 
"  cient  Cortes,  and  absolutely  at  the  devo- 
"  tion  of  the  court  in  all  their  determina- 
"  tions,''  substituted  in  its  room;  and  so 
of  the  others,  till  at  last  the  whole  Penin- 
sula was  grasped  by  despotism; — It^woi^Jd 
be  ifdious  to  trace  ihe  fate  of  government 
in  the  diilerent  countries  of  Europe,  wbers 
in  consequence  of  the  early  inhabitants 
l^eing  aiiodiiil  proprietors,  the  legblative 


powers  were  vested  in  Parliaments,  As- 
semblies of  the  Estates,  Cortes,  and  Diets; 
difierent  from  and  controuling  the  execu- 
tive, and  where,  in  course  of  time,  by  force 
or  fraud,  the  executive  came  to  controul 
the  legislative.  It  may  be  remarked,  bow- 
ever,  that  the  mode  of  controul  does  not 
alter  the  question,  the  ascendancy  which 
an  executive  obtains  over  a  legislative,  by 
(to  Mse  the  polite  name  of)  influence, 
being  ji^st  as  certain  as  that  which  it  ob- 
tains by  the  dread  of  banishment,  or  i 
Bastile ;  and  is  more  pernicious,  in  fact« 
inasmuch  as  slavery,  under  the  seml)Ian€e 
of  liberty,  is  more  hopeless  than  open  and 
undisguised  slavery,  against  which  there 
is  greater  probability  of  mankind  asserting 
the  rights  of  their  nature.  Having  tbiis 
shewn  that  the  necessity  of  ParViamenlary 
dependence  to  the  continuance  of  our 
mixed  government,  is  false  in  theory, 
and  in  practice  subversive  of  every  tbiog 
like  freedom,  no  Briton,  I  thioK,  will 
deny,  that  the  third  position  flows  iw  a  co- 
rollary from  the  two  first,  and,  that  par- 
liamentary dependence  is  at  utter  enmity 
with  the  constitution  of  our  country. 
The  authority  of  Blackstone,  on  this  last 
point,  is  decisive.  "  The  constitutional 
"  government  of  this  island/'  says  he, 
(Cum.  Introd.  §  2d.)  "  is  so  admirably 
*'  tempered  and  compounded,  that  nothing 
"  can  endanger  or  hurt  it,  but  destroy ini^ 
"  the  equilibrium  of  povyer  between  one 
"  branch  of  the  legislature  and  the  rest. 
*'  For,  if  ever  it  should  happen,  that  tio 
"  independence  of  any  one  should  be  lost, 
**  or  that  it  should  become  gubsertient 
"  to  the  views  of  eitlier  of  ihe  other 
"  two,  there  would  fso^n  be  an  end  ot 
"  our  constitution.''  If  the  above  rea- 
soning be  correct,  the  independence  of 
parliament  is  a  thing  which  ought  to  be 
granted  to  the  people  of  Britain,  as  their 
just  right,  whether  it  would  or  would  not 
reduce  **  the  burden  of  our  taxes,'^'  "  lp« 
*'  preponderating  influence  of  the  Crown/' 
''  and  the  monopoly  of  pc^litical  power." 
— Leaving,  therefore,  those  topics  int« 
wjiich  the  Reviewer  has  entered  at  » 
great  length,  as  scarcely  bearing  pp^ 
tne  main  poirit ;  we  find  "him,  (m  ^^ 
800  of  the  Review),  apprehending,  a$fK- 
Hume  has  done  before  him,  that  an'altem- 
tion  in  the  House  of  Cofpmpns  would  be 
attended  whh  the  abolition  b^th  of  d»« 
Crown  and  Ariswcfacy :  but  in  his  enun- 
ciation of  this  position,  be  seems  to  l>e 
guilty  of  an  unfairness,  sjmil^  fo  that,  to 
which  some  arUtocrats  have  9)79"^',^"^ 
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in  teating  down  every  thing  ttiat  savours 
of  democracy,  ch6ose  to '  draw  their  pic- 
ture of  the  people  of  Britain  in  the  19th 
century,  from  Shakespeare's  description 
oflheKoman  populace  in  Coriolanus,  or 
of  Jack  Cade  and  his  associates  in  Henry 
6th.  For,  that  the  liouse  of  Commons 
would  not  be  composed  entirely  of  the 
representatives  of  the  yeomanry  and 
tradesmen,  is  sufficiently  manifest  to  any 
one,  that  will  for  a  moment  consider  of 
what  sort  of  men  the  Commons  of  Bri- 
tain are  composed  ;  that  they  consist  of 
the  younger  branches  of  noble  families  ; 
of  knights ;  of  country  gentlemen  of  great 
landjBd  property;  o£  wealthy  merchants 
and  manufacturers;  and  of  the  indivi- 
duals in  the  three  learned  professions  ;  as 
well  as  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  counties, 
and  the  tradesmen  of  the  burghs ;  now 
although  the  representation  were  to  go 
by  numbers  only,  yet,  from  the  very  na- 
ture of  things,  and  the  situation  of  so- 
ciety, the  sentiments  of  the  two  latter 
classes,  would  be  much  modelled  by  those 
of  the  former;  indeed,  the  apprehensions 
which  some  affect  to  entertain  of  the  ver- 
satility and  turbulence  of  the  people, 
limiting  the  phrase  even  to  the  two  last 
classes  of  commoners,  appear  to  me  rather 
lymptomatic  of  hypocnondria,  as  in  all 
countries,  attachment  to  old  customs,  and 
aversion  from  novelty,  are  generally 
found  to  be  the  characteristics  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people;  who,  says 
Locke,  (on  Government,  2.  §  223),  "  are 
'*  not  so  easily  got  out  of  their  oM  forms, 
"  as  some  are  apt  to  suggest.  They  are 
*'  hardly  to  be  prevailed  with  to  amend 
"  the  acknowleaged  faults  in  the  frame 
"  they  have  been  accustomed  to.  And 
"  if  there  be  any  original  defects,  or 
"  adventitious  ones  introduced  by  time,  or 
"corruption;  it  is  not  an  easy  thing 
"  to  be  changed,  even  when  all  the  world 
"  sees  there"  is  an  opportunity  for  it — 
"  This  slowness  and  aversion  in  the  people 
"  to  quit  their  old  constitutions,  has,  in  the 
"  many  *  evolutions  that  have  been  seen  in 
"  this  kingdom,  in  this  and  former  ages, 
"  still  kept  us  to,  or  after  some  interval  of 
'[  fruitless  attempt,  still  brought  us  back 
"  again  to  our  old  legislature  of  King, 
**  Lords,  and  Commona :  aad  whatever 
**  provocations  have  made  the  Crown  be 
"  taken  from  some  of  our  Princes'  heads, 
"  they  never  carried  the  people  so  far  as 
"  to  place  it  in  another  line."  But  a  most 
beneficial  Reform  co«ld  be  introduced  into 
Parliament,  and  at  the  same  timo  leavt  to 
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wedth  and  stalce  in  the  country,  that  in- 
fluence which  it  always  will  and  ought  to 
have.  Let  the  elective  francfiise  be  ex« 
tended  to  every  man,  who,  tb  use  Black- 
stone's  phrase,  may  have  a  will  of  his  own; 
suppose  that  the  number  of  electors  so 
qualified,  amounts  to  two  millions,  and 
that  the  number  of  members  to  be  return^ 
ed  to  Parliament  is  400 ;  if  the  qualified 
population  be  divided  into  200  equal f)arts> 
it  will  give  10,000  electors  to  every  mem- 
ber, and  thus  half  the  representatives  will 
be  returned,  who  will,  of  course,  be  the 
representatives  of  the  population.  The 
wealth  of  the  country  may  be  equally  ea- 
sily represented  by  the  Income  Tax  being 
made  permanent,  and  divided  into  200 
equal  parts,  and  every  district  where  onl> 
of  these  parts  is  levied,  returning  a  mem- 
ber, the  person  paying  5/.  of  tdX,  having 
one  vote,  and,  if  50/.  ten  votes,  and  so  in 
proportion  ;  the  American  mode  of  col- 
lecting the  taxes  being  adopted,  and  the 
longest  term  of  one^  parliament  being 
three  years.  What  is  next  said  abbut 
the  House  of  Commons,  sending  up  it 
number  of  popular  bills,  is  just  what 
Hume  says  about  their  divesting  the 
Cfftwn  of  its  powers,  and  it  is  therefore  to 
be  answered  in  the  same  manner.  Next, 
of  the  Nobility  of  England  being  no  longer 
distinguishabfe  as  to  their  interests  from 
her  opulent  Commoners,  and  of  there  be- 
ing no  intelligible  grounds  for  excluding 
the  influence  of  the  one,  more  than  that 
of  the  other;  I  perfectly  a^ee  to,  suppos- 
ing, that  their  judicial  busmess  were  per- 
formed openly,  as  it  is  said  to  be  virtually, 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor ;  and  that  they 
were  to  cease  t«<  exist  as  a  separate  body. 
They  would  then  certainly  have  a  right 
to  vote  for  the  representatives  both  of  the 
wealth  and  population  ;  but  so  long  ai 
they  choose  to  have  a  house  of  their'own, 
possessed  of  a  veto  upon  the  proceedings 
of  the  Plouse  of  Commons,  it  is  manifestly 
unfair  that  they  should  have  any  thing  to 
say  in  this  House.  The  support  which  is 
next  endeavoured  to  be  drawn  from  history 
in  favour  of  the  principle,  appears  to  me 
equally  misplaced  ;  for,  in  the  first  place, 
a  despotical  governriient  never  can  be  a 
secure  one,  and  the  abolition  of  monarchy 
in  England,  had  nearly  the  same  origin,  as 
the  revolt  of  Holland  and  Zealand,  under 
the  infamous  government  of  the  Duke  of 
Alva.  In  the  second  place,  Charles,  by 
coiisentirig  to  the  Parliament  having  the 
power  of  continuing  itself,  vested  in  it  an 
uDcotistitutional  and  improper  power.  an4 
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such  as  now-a-days  would  never  be  grant- 
ed. Perfectly  agreeing  with  the  writer  in 
his  last  paragraph,  I  am,  Sir,  very  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, — A.  Z. 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

War  BETWEEN  Austria  and  France,  and 
THE  Expedition  to  Holland. — Notes 
from  the  Fraick  Official  Paper,  the  Mont' 
ieur,  an  tite  Ankles  published  in  thi 
London  Papers  vpon  the  above  subjects. 
-    (Continued  from  page  bid.) 

On  the  1st  of  September  there  were  be- 
tween Flanders  and  the  Scheldt  arid 
Maestricht,  20,000  men  under  arms.  They 
were  not  all  regulars,  but  they  were  all 
commanded  by  men  who  had  served; 
they  were  all  volunteers^  and  consisted, 
for  the  most  part,  of  former  under  officei-s, 
and  former  soldiers  who  had  obtained 
their  discharges,  and  who  had  run  to 
arms  on  the  first  signal. — Lord  Chatham, 
therefore,  charged  himself  with  a  senseless 
operation,  and  those,  therefore,  who  project- 
ed it,  shewed  themselves  to  be  as  ignorant 
of  the  climate  as  of  the  localities.  Lord 
Chatham  saved  the  English  aniiy  by  de- 
termining to  re-embark  it;  but  every  day 
that  he  delays  to  execute  this  determi- 
nation, heightens  the  misfortunes  of  his 
expedition,  and  if  he  is  culjjable,  it  is  not 
in  having  ordered  the  retreat,  it  is  in  hav- 
ing so  long  delayed  to  re-embark  ;  for 
during;  this  delay,  the  English  troops  con- 
tract fresh  diseases,  and  become  infected 
with  fresh  seeds  of  destruction. — Let  it 
suffice  to  say  tliat  the  Ertiperor,  when  he 
learned  that  an  English  army  had  been 
landed  upon  that  point,  recommended  that 
itshould  not  be  attacked,  and  that  we  should 
leave  the  destruction  of  it  to  the  diseases, 
which,  in  that  dangerous  climate,  must  do 
the  enemy  more  injury  than  the  cannon, 
without  its  costing  any  thing  to  France. 

The  Engli  h,  in  landing  in  Flanders,  did, 
therefore,  a  thing  contrary  to  ;dl  the  rules 
of  war:  1st.  Because  th(?y  took  tor  the 
theatre  of  their  operations  a  country  so 
unwholesonie,  that  they  had  to  pvsume 
that  a  month's  stay  in  it  would  destroy 
this  army  ;  that  the  country  is  covered 
with  strong  places,  such  as  Flushing,  Ber- 
gcn-op-Zoom,'  Bathz,  and  Lilh);  and  on 
the  side  of  the  Inland  of  Cadi^awd,  the  new 
Fort  Napoleon,  &c.  &c.  2d.  Because  their 
principal  object  appeared  to  be  to  cap- 
ture the  squadron;  they  ought  to  have 
imagined    that    the    squadron   depended 


upon  Antwerp,  and  that  Antwerp  was  im- 
pregnable, for-  its  communications  wiih 
France  could  not  be  cut  off,  except  by  im- 
mense armies,  against  which  the  whole 
population  of  France  would  have  time  to 
march. — The  result  of  all  which  is,  that 
the  English  have  been  for  so  many  years 
sliut  out  of  the  Continent,  that  they  are  no 
longer  acquainted  with  it.  Every  thing 
has  changed,  except  their  hatred  against 
France. 

With  regard  to  the  Island  of  Walcheren, 
it  is  said  that  they  mean  to  keep  it  We 
should  have  only  cause  to  applaud  this 
resolution  for  many  reasons;  1st.  The 
English,  althouu[h  they  had  20,000  men  m 
the  Island  of  Walcheren,  could  not  prevent 
it  from  being  attacked  and  retaken  ;  'id. 
20,000  English,  exposed  to  the  influence 
of  the  climate,  would  experience  so  much 
loss,  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  be  con- 
tinually reinforcing  them  ;  that,  in  the 
cour.se  of  the  year,  S0,00(^  men  wouKl  as  ne- 
cessarily become  victims  to  the  climate, 
and  it  would  cost  tht-m  more  to  guard 
this  marsh  than  to  preserve  the  East  In- 
dies; but  it  is  probable  that  time  would 
not  be  left  for  them  to  suffer  such  losses. 
The  channel  between  the  two  Island>''is^' 
narrow,  that  bombs  can  reach  from  theouc 
to  the  othi  r.  The  twenty  ships  of  the 
line,  and  ibc  flotilla  which  we  have  in  tiK 
Scheldt,  would  soon  make  ns  master.^  ti 
that  river.  It  would  not  be  forgotten, ihar 
four  years  ago,  and  with  our.  flotilla  alorc, 
we  were  masters  of  all  the  coast;  can  it 
be  doubted  that  we  should  be  soon  masrth 
of  a  closed  sea?  and  can  it,  at  the  sanu' 
lime,  be  supposed  that  the  English  wouKI 
attempt  to  keep  Flushinj*  without  being 
masters  of  the  Schclclt  ?  Besides,  a  flotilla 
is  too  dingerous  a  war  i\r  them.  Such  a 
war  is  not  carried  on  with  boats  alone  ;  it 
is  conducted  with  excel  ent  troops-,  that  i$ 
to  say,  with  means  which  do  not  allow  the 
English  any  advantage  over  us. 

We  Weil  know  ih  it  men"  exi^it  who, 
althpugh  completely  ignorant  of  the  art  of 
war,  have,  notwithstanding,  the  silly  habit 
of  taking  and  endeavouring  to  give  counsel 
to  those  who  are  masters  m  it  ;  those  peo- 
ple, yet  more  skilful  than  that  public 
speaker  who  introduced  the  subject  of  war 
before  Hannibal,  tell  you,  that  the  English, 
by  preserving  the  Island  of  Walcheren, 
will  make  it' a  second  Gibraltar,  or  another 
Malta  ;  in  fine,  a  commanding;  point  which 
will  render  them  masters  of  Flanders, of 
Holland,  &c.  Poor  madmen  !  thejj  cannot 
perceive  that  if  the  En^jlish  persist  in  keep- 
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ing  the  Island  of  Walcheren,  that  circum- 
stance  would  be  as  advantageous  for  ils  as 
if  they  were  embarrassed  in  the  heart  of 
>?pain. — In  general,  whenever  an  English 
army  lands  on  the  Continent,  every  real 
Frenchman -ought  to  rejoice. — Such  aeon- 
test  is  completely  ip  our  favour  :  a  nation 
of  three  miilions  of  men  cannot  meet  man 
for  man  a  nation  of  forty  millions.  A  new 
array,  all  the  elements  of  which  are  in  the 
nary,  cannot  keep  the  field-  against  the 
veteran  forces  which  have  conquered  two- 
thirds  of  Europe  ;  in  fine,  an  army  which 
can  only  arrive  by  sea,  has  neither  artillery, 
cavalry,  nor  equipages,  at  least  it  has  a 
very  great  inferiority  in  all  these  means, 
and  lord  Chatham  really  could  not  mount 
more  than  2,000  cavalry  ?  well  !  before 
15  days  were  elapsed.,  the  French  eftective 
cavalry,  which  were  a'^sembled  on  the 
Banks  of  the  Scheldt,  amounted  to  4,000  ! 

'  Reflecting  also  that  our  troops  are  not 
'  led  on  by  a  Marlborough,  a  Wolfe, 
'  or  even  a  Wellesley.' 

We  here  see  what  the  spirit  of  party  is 
capable  of.  It  is  a  pity  that  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  had  not  the  command  instead  of 
Lord  Chatham.  The  latter  saved  the  Eng- 
lish army ;  the  other  would  probably  have 
lost  it,  as  he  has  lost  that  which  he  com- 
manded in  Spain — where  he  had  the  im- 
prudence to  entangle  himself  with  30,000 
mm,  without  reflecting  that  he  thus  ex- 
posed his  left  wing  to  the  different  corps 
of  the  Dukes  of  Dalmatia,  ofElchingen, 
and  of  Treviso,  who  had  70,000  men 
nnder  arms.  He  has,  it  is  true,  drawn  him- 
self out  of  this  critical  situation,  by  a 
precipitate  flight,  and  by  abandoning 
^\i  hospitals,  his  wounded,  his  horses, 
*nd  a  part  of  his  equipages.  It  was 
thus  that  Gen.  Moore,  in  his  ridiculous 
expedition  in  the  month  of  Nov.  last,  fled 
from  Beneveuto  to  Corunnn,  abandoning 
his  alhes,  his  horses,  his  ammunition,  and 


equipages.     Neither  the  one  nor  the 


his 

other  of  these  Generals  has  displayed  that 
foresight,  which  is  a  characteristic  so  cs- 
•ential  in  war,  and  which  prompts  to  do 
only  what  can  be  supported,  and  to  under- 
take only  what  presents  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  chances  of  success.  Sir  Arthur  Wel- 
'e*ley  has  not  evinced  more  talent  than  the 
J^en  who  direct  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's. 
Ao  wish  lo  support  Spain  against  France, 
and  to  contend  upon  the  Continent  with 
France,  is  forming  an  enterprize  which 
>^'ll  cost  drar  to  those  who  have  under- 
^kpn  it,  and  who  will  meet  in  it  only  dis- 
^lers.    Conflagrations,  it  is  true,  may  be 
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kept'  up ;  misfortunes  may  be  brought  *on 
peaceable  inhabitants;  rivers  of  blood 
may  flow;  the  people,  the  protectors  of 
whom  they  call  themselves,  may  be  ruin- 
ed ;  but  any  other  results  are  impossible. 


The  Moniteur  of^he  30th  of  September, 
contains  an  article  extracted  from  an  even- 
ing paper  on  the  failure  of  our  Expedition 
against  Antwerp,  in  which  it  is  said,  that 
the  Arn^istice  concluded  on  the  Danube, 
could  not  but  have  a  powerful  influence 
on  the  issue  of  that  expedition,  makes  the 
following  remarks  on  this  assertion:  "  What 
a  miserable  excuse;  what  have  th^  aflairs 
of  the  Danube  to  do  with  the  expedition 
of  the  Scheldt.  Can  it  for  a  moment  be 
supposed  that  France  stood  in  need  of  the 
army  which  is  in  Vienna  to  defend  herself 
against  the  English.  The  English  expe<li- 
tion  failed  because  it  was  extravagant ; 
it  would  also  have  failed  had  the  French 
been  defeated  at  Wagram ;  nay,  it  would 
in  that  ca  »e  have  more  certainly  failed  of 
success,  becau-e  an  unfortunate  event  would 
have  doubled  the  energy  of  the  French  in 
the  interior ;  it  would  have,  because,  in 
fact,  fools  only  could  attempt  a  similar  ex- 
pedition in  a  month,  and  a  climate  where 
epidemic  fevers  carry. oflT  one  moiety  of 
the  army.  Had  it  bftcn  undertaken  in  the 
month  of  May,  the  chances  against  its  suc- 
cess would  have  been  far  less  con^^iclerable ; 
because  at  that  time  of  the  year  no  drcul 
of  maladies  was  to  be  entertained.  The 
Cabinet  of  St.  James's,  acting  in  a  ditiercnt 
manner,  displayed  the  upmost  ignorance 
of  circumstances,  in  a  case  to  which  it 
attached  so  much  importance.  The  ex- 
pedition was  absurd ;  because  Flushing 
could  not  be  supposed  to  be  taken  hut 
after  a  long  siege,  carried  on  in  the  midst 
of  inundations ;  because  after  the  reduc- 
tion of  Flushing  it  was  necessary  lo  direct 
further  operations  against  Batz,  Bergcn- 
op-Zoom  and  Liilo ;  and  because  no  attack 
on  the  strong  place  of  Antwerp  could  be 
made  but  after  previous  sieges,  to  the  num- 
ber of  three,  which  must  take  iU  least  three 
months ;  and  becanse  it  was  not  recollect- 
ed that  the  fourth  battalions  of  the  regi- 
ments of  all  the  army,  which  remain  in 
France,  form  an  army  of  more  than  a  hun- 
dred thousand  men,  exclusively  of  the  na- 
tional guards  and  gens  d'drnies  of  the 
neighbouring  departments.  In  less  than 
eight  days  a  corps  of  4,000  horse  was  as- 
sembled at  Antwerp,  while  all  the  cavalry 
of  l»rd  Chatham's  army  did  not  exceed 
1,000. — Let  not  the  English  ba«t»t  of  their 
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holding  the  key  of  the  Scheldt,  they  cmi- 
oot  bold  it;  any  fcmre  which  may  be 
denned  to  deSeiid  that  plaoe  most  in  the 
cmd  foe  lost  to  EitglsMid,  either  by  capituia- 
tiofi  or  0ic knees,  and  in  the  fermer  cane 
we  shall  be  more  than  indemnitied  for  the 
loss  of  4,0()0  raen,  Wlio  oapttolated  in 
l^oshing,  not  1,000  of  whom  were  Freanch. 


Spanish  Revolution. — Royal  Order,  dirtct- 
ed  to  his  Excellency  the  Marquis  de  Ro^ 
mana,  and  transmitted  to  him  by  Don 
Martin  Garay,  dated  BadqjoZy  Aug,  3 1 . 

In  the  midst  of  the  gi«at  cares  and  at- 
tentions which  the  Supreme  Governing 
Junta  t5f  the  kingdom  has  taken,  to  follow 
with  activity  and  firmness  the  defence  of  the 
country,  it  has  never  lost  sight  of  the  salu- 
tary reforms  which  the  nation  earaestly  ex- 
pects, which  its  actual  situation  requires, 
and  which  must  be  the  foundation  of  iu  fti- 
ture  prosperity.  One  of  the  greatest  objects 
which  now  claim  its  attentioti,  and  which 
ought  to  occupy  it  with  the  greatest  ac- 
'tivity,  is-  the  convocation  of  the  Cortes, 
the  most  important  object 'which  can,  or 
ougbt,  to  employ  the  Supreme  Junta.  The 
more  important  this  object  Uy  the  more 
necessary  are  the  knowledge,  the  observa- 
tions, anVI  the  expei^ence  of  those  who 
•compose  that  assembly;  and  as,  in  a  dis- 
cussion of  such  magnitude,  it  will  be  ex- 
pected by  the  nation,  that  all  should  con- 
cur, his  majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
grant,  that  all  the  deputies  shall  give  their 
assistance.  It  mil  therefore  be  necessary,, 
in  conseqi.ence  of  this  sovereign  and 
-general  determination,  that  the  Marquis 
We  Romana  separate  himself  from  his 
troops  and  come  to  this  city  to  exercise 
the  func^i^ins  of  representative  of  the  na- 
tional body,  thoM^i^h  it  is  certainly  most 
difficult  to  place  at  their  h^d  a  Chief  of 
equal  experience  and  achievements ;  con- 
siderinsr,  however,  the  state  of  the  king- 
dom of  Gallicia,  and  the  principality  of 
Asturias,  the  Junta,  after  mature  deli- 
beration, has  (letermincd  that  the  Marquis 
shall  transfer  his  command  to  that  Gene- 
ral of  h|^  army  whom  he  shall  judge  most 
capable. — I  communicate  to  your  exctl- 
lency  the  order  of  his  majesty,  for  its 
fulfilment,  advising  at  the  same  time  that 
the  coinniafid  of  the  army  cannot  with 
prop^^ely  be  transferred  to  tbe  major 
jgeneral  the  Ccvndc  de  Noronha,  because 
he  being  second  Commandant-General  in 


Gftllicia,  o«ght  always  to  resuun  in  that 
kingdom. 

In  conaeqaence  of  this  Royal  Oi^, 
the  Marquis  de  Romana  has  signified, 
that  he  has  confided  the  commaixi  oi 
the  army  te  the  major-^eo.  Don  Gtbrid 
de  Mendei&abal,  aad  that  of  ihe  kingdom, 
to  the  CoHde  de  Moronha,  second  C«n)* 
mandant-^iieral,  and  President  of  iti 
Royal  Audience. 

i*roolamation  to  the  Army  by  the  Marfk 
de  Romana, 

Soldiers! — ^The     august    voice  of  or 
sovereign,    Ferdinand,   reached  oare»i 
in  Benmgrk,  and  we   obeyed   the  call 
Our  country  invoked  our  aid,  and  a  gene* 
rous    nation,     traversing    stormy  seas, 
conducted  us  to  join  our  valiant  cow* 
trymen,  from  whom  we  had  been  lepara- 
ted   by    the   atrocious  perfidy  and  tile 
prostitution  of  an  individual.    You  haie 
resisted  the  mortal  blows  aimed  at  you  b/ 
the    tyrant   Napoleon,    to  destroy  yoa. 
You  have  suffered  with  me   the  diia^teii 
which   hi9  unequalled   force  has  spita 
through  the  whole  nation,  and  though  i| 
Europe ;  but  you,  without  other  aisiBtano 
than  your   own    valomr — without   otl4 
arms  than   those  fumi«hed  by  nature^ 
without  other  ammunition  than  your  o^ 
inimitable     conltancy  —  without    otlM 
stimuli   than  your  own  heroic  patriotiM 
-^without  other  ambition  than  that  i» 
spired  by  your  honour  and  fidlAtv;  ^"^ 
di.^puted  the  first  fruits  of  his  tnuinpb 
and   have  raised  your  names  to  a  M 
with  tliose  of  the  men  who  have  been  b«l 
to  inspire  admiration.-r^Gallicia  is  co^ei 
with   French   carcasses :   neither  ao( 
Carthage,  nor  modern  France,  can  c< 
pare  their   marches  with  those  inces 
ones,  which,  durinc  six   months  of  wW 
and  privation,  you  have  madeameog  M 
impenetrable  Alps  of  Castile,  Gallicia,  aij 
the.  Asturias,   in  the   most  expoiS<l 
rigorous  situations.     Immortal  wsrTi<l 
without  great  and  signal  battles,  yoa  bt 
annihilaladi  the  proud  army  of  the  tyra 
by  aiding  the  national   patriotisD*  si 
porting  the  noble  fermentation,  hsrassl 
the  troops  of  the  enemy,   defeating  tlH 
in  small  skirmishes,  and   reducing  tbi 
possession  to  the   ground  on  whicn  tti 
stand ;  you  have  fulfilled  the  most  eleyal 
obligations  of  the  soldier,  and  tbe  fatigl 
and    cares    which   I,   as   your   gP*^ 
have  undergone   for  your  ^akes,  are  tfl 
reward  I  mve  voiu  (To  be  caiumfi 
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'  The  snake,  trftditioD^s  tale  avcM, 
"  Shifts,  once  a  yea*-,  bis  tpeckled  skin; 

'  But  nc  iwipruvemeni  change  infers : 
"  He»s  still  the  self  snnae  snake  within." 


SUMMARY  OF  POUTICS. 

PUTOLLING    PrIVV-CoUNSELLORS. Itl 

ray  la.<it  Number,  at  page  5 1 6^  I  inserted  tbe 
Letter  of  Lord  Cadilereagh^  containing  his 
Charges  against  Mr.  Cantiiftg ;  snid,  there- 
fore, justice  demands^  that  1  here  insert. 
iu  Like  manner..  Mr.  Canning's  Defence ; 
when  1  have  done  wbich^  I  shall  ofier  such 
further  observations  as  occur  to  me  npon 
this  at  once  ludicrous  and  scandakius  trans- 
ftctionf 

**  It  is  perfectly  true,  that  so  long  ago 
"  as  ^leter.  Mr.  Canning  had  represented 
"  to  tfie  Dako  of  Portland  the  insufficiency 
"  (in  his  opinion)  of  the  Government, 
"  as  then  constituted,  to  carry  on  the 
*'  afiaifs  of  the  country^  under  all  the  diffl- 
"  cutties  of  the  times,  and  had  requested 
"  that,  unless  some  change  should  be 
H  effected  in  it.  He  nitght  be  permitted  to 
".resign  his  office.  It  is  equdly  true  that 
"  njk  the  course  of  the  di»cu«$ion  whioh 
"trofte^ont  of  this  repres^nution,  iiwas 
**  proposed  to  Mr.  Canning, .  and  accepted 
"  by  him.  as  the  condition  of  his  conseat- 
"  ing  to  retain  the  seals  of  t^ .  Foreign 
"  office,  that  a  change  should  be  made  in 
"  the^  War  Department. — But  it  is  not  true 
"  that  the  time  at  which  that  ch^ge  was 
"  uftiraately  proposed  to  be  made,  was  of 
'*  Mr.  Canning's  .choice ;  ^md  it  is  not 
"  true  that  he  was  party  or  consenting  to 
*'  the  concealtnent  of  that  intended  change 
"  from  Lord  Castlereaeh. — With  respect 
"to  the  conccahnent,  Mr.  Canning. some 
"  short  time  previous  to  the  date  of  Lord 
"  Casticreagh's  letter,  without  the  smallest 
"  suspicion  of  the  existence  of  any  inten- 
*'  tion  mt  the  part  of  Lord  Castlereagh  to 
"  make  such  an  appeal  to  Mr.  Canning  as 
**  that  letter  contains,  but  upon  informa- 
"  tion  that  some  misapprehension  did  exist 
*'  as  to  Mr.  Canning's  supposed  concur-* 
"  rence  in  the  reserve  which  had  been 
**  practised  towards  Lord  Castlereagh. 
"  transmitted  to  one  of  Lord  Castlereagh's 
"  most  intimate  friends,  to  be  eommuni- 
"  catid  whenever/ be  might  think  proper, 
"  ih^  copy  of  ^a  letter  addressed  by  Mr. 


— ^ ^ [610 . 

*'  Canning  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  in  the 
"  month  of  July,   in  which  Mr.  Canning 
"requests,  'in  justice  to  himself,  thatk 
"  may  be  remembered,   whenever   here- 
'*  after  this  concealment  shall  be  aUedged 
"  (ns  he  doubts  not.   that  it  will)    again&t 
"  him,   as  an  act  of  injustice  towards  Lord 
'^  Castlereagh,  that  it  did  not  originate  in 
"  his  suggestion ;  that  so  far  from  desiriiig 
"  it,  he  conceived,  however  erroneou^jlvi 
*'  Lord  Camden  to  be  the  sure  channel  V' 
"  communication  to  Lord  CauUrcngh;  fimd 
"  that  up  to  a  very  late  period  he ,  be- 
"  lieved  such  communication  to  have  beeH 
'^  actually  made.' — The  copy  of  this  letter, 
"  and  of  the  Duke  of  Portland's  answer 
"  to  it.    '  acknowledging  Mr.  Canning's 
"  repeated  remonstrances  against  the  cod- 
''  cealment,'  are  still  in   the  possession  of 
"  Lord  Castlereagh's  friend. — The   com- 
"  muiiication  tq  Lord  Camden^  to  which 
*'  this  letter  refers,  was  made  on  the  28tk 
"  of    AprU,  with    Mr,.  Canning's    know^ 
i*  It-'dge,  and  at  hk  particular  desire.  Lord 
"  Camden  being  the  near  connection  and 
'*  most  con Bdential  friend  of  Lord  Castle* 
"  reagh,  it  never  occurred  to  Mr.  Cannings 
"  nor  was  it  credible  to  him,  tijl  he  re- 
"  ceived  the  most  positive  asseverations  of   , 

the  fact,  that  Lord  Camden  Imd  k(pt 
"  back  sudi.  a  cornimnici/ition  frotn  Lord 
"  Castlereagh — ^With  respect  to  the  pcj;iod 
"  at  which  the  change  in  tho  War  Depart* 
"  roent  was  to  take  place,  Mr.  Canning 
"  was  induced,  in  tha  first  instance^  to 
"  consent  to  its  postponement  4ili  the 
"  rising  of  parliament,  partly  by  the  re^ 
"  presentations  made  to  himself  of  the 
'*  iaconveniencies  of  any  change  in  the 
**  middle  of  a  Session,  but  principally 
"  from  a  consideration  of  tbe  particular 
"  circumstances  under  which  Lord  Castle^ 
"  reagh  stood  in  the  House  of  Commen« 
"  after  Easter ;  circumstances  which  wouUl 
*'  have  given  to  his  renioval  at  that  period 
"  of  the  Session,  a  character  which  it  wa$ 
"  certainfy  no  part  qf  Mr,  Canning* s  wish 
**  tluit  it  should  bear. — Mr.  Canning,  howr 
"  ever,  received  the  ?ti0st  positive  promise, 
'*  that  a  change  in  the  War  Department 
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''  should  take  place  immediately  upon  the 
"  close  of  the  Session.  When  that  time 
''  arrived,  the  earnest  and  repeated  cn- 
*'  treaties  of  most  of  Lord  Castlereagh'^j 
'^  friends  m  the  Cabinet,  were  employed 
••  to  prevail  upon  Mr.  Cmming  to  consent 
"  to  the  postponement  of  the  arrange- 
"  raent. — At  length,  and  most  reluctant- 
*'  ly,  he  did  give  his  consent  to  its  being 
"  postponed  to  the  period  proposed  by 
•^^  Lord  Castlereagh's  friends,  viz.  theler- 
*'  mination  of  the  Expedition  then  in  pre- 
"paration;  but  he  did  so  upon  the  most 
"  distinct  and  solemn  assurances,  that 
*'  whatever  might  be  the  issue  of  the  Ex- 
•'  pedition,  the  change  should  take  place 
^  at  that  period ;  that  the  Seals  of  the 
'*  War  Department  should  then  be  offered 
"  to  Lord  Wellesley  (the  person  for  whose 
*'  accession  to  the  Cabinet,  Mr.  Canning 
"  was  known  to  be  most  anxious),  and  that 
''  the  interval  should  be  diligently  em- 
**  ployed  by  Lord  Castlereagh's  friends, 
"  in  preparing  Lord  Castlereagh's  mind 
•*  to  acquiesce  in  such  an  anxmgement, — 
"  It  i^as  therefore  matter  of  astonishment 
"  to  Mr.  Canning,  ^hen,  at  the  issue  of 
'' the  Expedition,  he  reminded  the  Duke 
"**  of  Portland,  that  the  time  was  now  come 
*'  for  his  Grace's  writing  to  Lord  Weliet- 
*'  ky,  to  find,  that  so  far  from  the  interval 
''  having  been  employed  by  Lord  Castle- 
^*  reaglrs friends,  in  preparing  Lord  CasUe- 
*'  reagh  for  the  change,  the  f  •  nc  reserve 
"  had  been  continued  towards  him,  against 
^  which  Mr.  Canning  had  before  so 
^'  earnestly  remonstrated.  Being  inform- 
^  ed  of  this  circumstance,  by  the  Duke 
^  of  Portland,  and  learning  at  the  same 
*  time  from  his  Grace,  that  there  weie 
*<  other  difficulties  atteadinff  the  pro- 
''  mised  arrangement  of  which  Mr.  Canr 
•*  ning  had  not  before  been  ap|)nsed; 
**  and  that  the  Duke  of  Portland  had  him- 
V  self  come  to  a  determination  to  retire 
•*  from  office,  Mr.  Canning  instantly,  and 
*'  before  any  stepwhateyer  had  been  taken 
*«  towards  carrying  the  i^romlsed  arrange- 
^*  ment  into  eftect,  withdrew  his  claim,  and 
''  requested  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  tender 
'«  his  (Mr,  Canning's)  resignation,  at  the 
*'  same  lime  with  his  Grace's,  to  the  King. 
•'  This  was  on  Wednesday  (he  Gth  uf 
*'  September,  previously  to  the  Ixrvte  of 
"  that  day. — All  question  of  the  perform - 
*'  ance  ot'  the  promise  piade  to  Mr,  Can- 
*'  ning  being  thus  at  an  end,  the  reserve 
«'  which  Lord  Castlereagh's  friemls  bad 
•*■  hitherto  so  perseveringly  praciised  to- 
"  wards  Lord  Castlereagh  appears  to  have 


"  been  laid  aside.  Lord  Castlereagh  was 
**  now  made  acquainted  with  the  natorc  of 
"  the  arrangementwhich  had  been  intended 
"  to  have  been  proposed  to  him.  What 
*'  may  have  been  the  reasons  whicl)  pre- 
."  vented  Lord  Casilereagh's  friends  from 
"  fulfilling  the  assurralices  given  to  Mr. 
*'  Canning  that  Lord  Castlereagh's  mind 
'*  should  be  prepared  by  their  communi- 
"  cations  for  the  arrangement  intended  to 
"  be  carried  into  effect ;  and  what  the 
'*  motives  for  the  disclosure  to  Lord  Cas- 
"  tiereagh  alter  that  arrangement  had 
**  ceased  to  be  in  contemplation,  it  is  not 
"  for  Mr.  Canning  to  explain." 

This  defence  appeared  first  in  the  Morn- 
ing Chronicle,  a  circumstance  which  (join- 
ed with  others  to  be  noticed  by-and-by) 
is,  as  to  the  yiews  of  Mr.  Canning,  very 

well  worthy  of  notice. ^As  an  answer  to 

Lord  Castlereagh* s  cAoi^this  paper  amounts 
to  just  nfothing  at  all.  A  man  who  is  a 
tolerable  master  of  words,  may  so '  caiifiac 
any  statement  of  facts  as  lo  raise  out  of  it 
a  question  for  dispute  amongst  persons,  not 
accustomed  to  reason,  or,  not  naturally  of 
very  clear  heads ;  and,  such  is  the  device 
to  which  the  "  Captain  of  Eton"  has  now 
had  recourse.  He  has  laboured  hard  to 
*'  be-hotha^*  the  matter,  and^  has,  in  sonic 
measure,  succeeded;  but,  I  tliink,  I  may 
venture  to  say,  that  he  has  not  produced 
the  slightest  alteration  in^  the  before-formed 
opinion  of  any  man  of  even  common  dis- 
comment.  We  have  nothirjg  here  but 
quibbling  ^nd  shoifling ;  and  not  a  single 
fact  of  any  importance,  nor  a  single  argti- 
ment  to  romove  the  charge,  which  it  was 

the  object  of  the  statement  to  remove. • 

In  the  bother-brain  letter  of  hay  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh we  find,  after  a  great  deal  of  la* 
hour  to  get  at  the  true  meaning;  after 
sifiing  and  boulting  this  confused  heap  of 
verbosity,  we  find  Mr.  Canning -charged 
with  underhand  defiling;  we  find  him  charged 
with  Awwig,  UNKNOWN  TO  LORD  CAS- 
TLEREAGH,  obtained  fr&in  the  Duke qf  Port- 
land, a  positive promse  that  Lord  Castlme^ 
should  be  put  out  qf  his  place;  and,  Aaris?, 
while  he  carried  this  promise  in  hufjjocbet,  con- 
tinued, for  numy  months,  not  only  to  be  one  (f 
the  same  mmmy  xvith  Lord  Cos  tiereagh,  ha  to 
act  towards  that  Lord  with  all  the  appearaxeet 

ofcordialUy. Such  is  the  charge  which 

Lord  Castlereaj^^i  prefers  aj/aiust  Mr  Can- 
ning ;  and  to  mo  it  does  n6t  appear,  that 
tlie  charge  is  removed,  or,  in  il^e  smallest 
degree,  weakened,  by  what  the  latter  ba5,'in 
the  paper  above  inserted,  urged  by  way  of 
</^Rre.-»— Mr.    Cavninc  ack^oWlodgei^ 
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that,  at  Easter^be  did  obtain  from  th«  Duke 
of  Portland,  a  positive  promise  that  Lord 
Castlereattii  should  be  put  out  of  his  oflice; 
and,  he  aUo  acknowledges,  thai  he  himself 
did  not,  either  befun.  or  after  this  ap^ilica- 
tjon  was  made  and  this  promisd  obtained, 
communicate  eiUier  his  intentions  or  his  acts 
(relating  to  this  matter)  to  Lord  Castiereagh, 
- — This  was  an  underhand  proceeding; 
it  was  a  foul  and  'unmanly  intrigue ;  it 
was  like  what  one  reads  of  in  the  anec- 
dotes of  the  court  of  Russia ;  it  was,  as 
Lord  Castlereagh  characterized  it,  deceitful, 
and  marked  with  the  very  worst  features  of 
bad  faith. — ^As  to  the  tinte  when  the  pro- 
mise was  to  be  put  into  cxecutroA  ;  and,  as 
to  his  remonstrance  to  the  Duke  of  Portland 
respecting  tbe  communicatioixof  the  matter 
to  Lord  Castlereagh  ;  as  to  all  these  ex- 
cuses, what  do  they  make  in  his  favour  ? 
It  was  for  him  to  communicate,  not  his 
oppUcaHon  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  but  his 
intention  to  make  that  application  ;  and 
this  he  should  have  communicated  to 
Lord  Castlereagh  before  he  tpok  even  the 
moit  trifling  step  towards   his  removal. 

^Mr.   Canning  says,  that   he  neither 

suggested  the  concealment,  nor  approved 
of  it ;  no,  but  the  sin  is  a  sin  of  consent, 
and  consent  he  most  assuredly  did,  ac- 
cording to  a  fair  an<l  honest  interpretation 
of  the  meaning  of  that  word.  No,  says 
he,  for  I  "  repeatedly  remonstrated"  against 

the  concealment. Now,  observe  :   he 

states,  that,  in  the  month  of  J/*/^,  more, 
perhaps,  than  three  n^cnths  after  he  ob- 
tained a"  positive  promise  that  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh should  be  pat  out  of  his  oflTice, 
he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land, requesting,  "  that,  when,  hereafter, 
^the  concealment  should  be  alledged 
*'  against  hirh,  it  might  be  remembered, 
"  that  the  concealment  did  not  originate  in 
"  his  suggestion  ;  that  he  conceived  Lord 
"  Camden  to 'be  the  sure  channel  of  com- 
"  munication  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  and 
"  that,  up  to  a  late  period,  he  believed 
"such  communication  to  have  been  ac- 

**  tually    made.'* Here  is    a  distinct 

avowal,  tiiat,  in  July,  three  months 
after  he  had  obtained  the  promise  for 
putting  Lord  Castlereagh  out  of  his  placp, 
ke  knew  that  the  fact  had  been,  and 
still   was,    conccaUd  frovi    Lord    (Jattle- 

reagh.-- iWhat  nonsense  is  it,  then,  to 

talk  of  hii  not  having  sugii^csted  the  con- 
cealment ;  of  his  not  having  desired  it; 
and  of  his  having  remonstrated  against  it ; 
when  he  knew  that  the  concealment 
did  exist,  and  when  he  had  it  completely 


in  his  ovm  power  to  do  it  away,  at  any 
moment  ?  Remonstrances,  indeed  !  Why, 
he  may  a.s  well  tell  us  of  his  remonstrance^ 
against  people  for  bidding  him  not  eat 
bis  dinner.  He  would  eat  it^  in  spite 
of  their  commands;  and  he  would  havo 
made  the  communication  to  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh«  if  he  had  wished  the  commooi* 
cation  to  be  made  to  him.  We  renton* 
strate  with  people  for  doing  that  which 
we  have  not  the  power  at  hand  to  prer 
vent  them  from  doing  ;  or,  for  leaving 
undone  that  which  we  cannot  easily  com- 
pel them  to  do  ;  but,  who  ever  heard  of  a 
remonstrance  like  that  of  Mr.  Canning? 
Really,  for  me  to  remonstrate  against 
my  neighbour  at  table  for  not  moving 
tny  jaws  for  me  would  not  be  much 
less  absurd.  He  would  fain  have  the 
world  believe,  that  he  was  no  party  to 
the  concealment.  He  perceives  the  shabby 
figure  he  makes  under  that  imputation, 
of  which,  therefore,  he  is  anxioos  to  get 
rid  :  but,  before  he  can  make  any  man 
of  common  sense  believe,  that  he  is  in- 
nocent of  the  charge,  he  must  prove 
himself  utterly  unable  to  speak  or  to 
write ;  for,  until  then,  bis  mouth  will 
always  be  closed  with  this  question : 
"  Why,  when  you  knew  that  concealment 
"  had  taken  place  during  three  months, 
"  did  not  you,  ^ith  your  own  tongue,  re* 
"  move  that  concealment,  as  any    fair- 

"  dealing  man  would  have  done  ?*' 

The  letter  written  to  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land in  July,  instead  of  being  a  proof  of 
innocence,  contains  proof  of  conscious 
guilt,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Canning,  who 
was  evidently  alarmed  at  the  probable 
consequences  of  the  concealment,  and 
who  in  this  letter,  endeavoured  to  provide 
himself  beforehand,  with  an  excuse  for 
his  conduct,  a  scheme  quite  worthy  of 

its  author.-* To  pretend^  that  he   ever 

believed  Lord  Castlereagh  to  have  been 
informed  of  the  promise  made  to  him 
(Canning)  is,  really^  what  one  would  not 
have  expected  even  from  him.  He 
had,  from  Easter  to  Michaelmas,  been 
in  possession  of  a  positive  promise,  \ 
that  one  of  his  colleagues  should  be 
put  out  of  his  place  ;  he  continues,  du- 
ring the  whole  of  that  time,  to  act  with 
that  colleague,  to  sit  in  council  with  him, 
and  says  not-a  word  to  him  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  his  complaint  against  him  ;  and, 
at  the  end  of  the*  time  he  pretends  to 
be  astonviked,  that  no  one  had  informed 
his  said  colleague  of  what  he  himself  had 
done  a^litst  him.  To  make  this  asser* 
u  9 
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ti<Mi  demanded  as  mtich  confidence  in  the 
maker,  or  as  much  contempt,  in  him,  for 
t4ie  p  iblic,  as  any  assertion  that  I  have 
met  with,  k  is  quite  useless  to  dwell  upon 
tliii  part  of  the  statement;  for  it  is  \vhat 

no  man  in  his   senses  will    believe. 

W hem  you  see  men  "  go  about  the  bush," 
as  the  saying  is  ;  when  they  deal  in  cir- 
cumlocutions instead  of  names;  when  you 
»ee  them  resort  to  all  manner  of  means  of 
avoidiiig  direct  assertion,  and  of  reserving 
a  hole  to*  creep  out  at ;  when  you  sec 
them  at  this  work,  yoo  may  be  quite  cer- 
tain, thnt  their  cause  is  a  bad  one.  Of 
thia^  description  is  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Canning,  which,  while  it  seems  to  point 
at  Lord  Camden,  cannot  be  said  to  assert, 
that  Lord  Camden  undertook  to  make  the 
communication  to  Lord  Castlereaf-h,  It 
»ftys,  that  Mr.  Canning  '*  conceived  Lord 
"  Camden  to  be  the  sure  channel  of  com- 
"  munication  to  Lord  Castlercagh.*'  Then 
again  it  states,  that  a  knowledge  of  the 
promise,  made  by  the  Dokeof  Portland  to 
Mr.  Canning,  was  communicated  to  Lord 
Camden  by  Mr.  Cunning's  desire,  on  the 
2«th  of  April ;  and  that  "  Lord  Camden 
*'  being  the  near  connection  and  most  con- 
'<  fldential  friend  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  it 
"  never  occunrd  to  Mr.  Canning,  nor  was  it 
*'  ci^iWe  to  bim>'till  he  received  the  most 
"  positive  asseverations  of  the  fact,  that 
"  Lord  Camden  had  krpt  back  such  comnwi- 

*«'  nication  from  Lord  Castlereagh." 

But,  tf  you  requested  th«  thing  to  be  com- 
municated to  Lord  Camden,  with  what 
view  was  it?  Was  it  with  a  view,  that  it 
might  thus  reach  Lord  Ca§tlereagh  ?  Oh ! 
miserable  shift !  ff  this  had  been  your 
wish,  bow  came  you  not  to  make  the  com- 
munication yourself?  How  came  you, 
when,  in  July,  you  found  the  communica- 
tion had  not  been  made>  not  to  make  it 

yourself  then  ? But,  what  says  Lord 

Camden  to  this  ?  What  says  he,  in  answer 
to  the  charge  of  having  been  the  cause  of 
that  concealment^  of  which  Lord  Castle- 
Teagh  complains,  and  ibr  which  he  '  de- 
manded satisfaction  ?  Why,  he  denies  the 
fact.  This  is  his  statement. — "As  it  may 
"  be  infeiTed,froiii  a  statement  which  has 
*'  appeared  in  the  public  papers,  (hat  Lord 
"  Camden  withheld  from  Lord  Castlereagh 
"  a  communication  which  he  had  been  desired 
"  lo  nuike  to  him,  it  is  nece^ary  that  it 
'<  should  be  understood,  that,  however 
"  Mr.  Canning  might  have  c&nceived  ther 
'' "commurrication  alluded  to,  to  have  been 
**  made  to  Lord  Camden^  it  wat  never 
•'  ilated'  to  Lord  Cnmdcn,  that  the  com- 


"  munication  was  made  at  tfie  desire  of  Mr. 
*^  Canning;  and,  that  so  far  from  liOrd 
"  Cainden  having  been  authorised  to  Jncke 
"  the  commmncation  to  Lord  Casilercagh^  he 
^  was  edjsohtely  restricted  frotn  so  dok^. 
*'  — —As  it  may  also  be  inferred,  that 
"  Lord  Camden  was  expected  to  prepare 
"  Lord  Castlereagh's  mind  for  any  pro- 
"  posed  change,  it  b  necessary  that  it 
"  should  be  understood,  that  Lord  Cain- 
"  den  never  engaged  to  communicate  to  Lord 
'*  Castlereagh  an^  circumstances  respecting  it, 
'*  before  tfie  temnmition  tjf  the  Expedition," 

If  what  Lord  Camden   says  be  true, 

what  Mr.  Canning  has  said,  upon  thispart 
of  the  subjc!ct,  Diust  be  false,  unless  the 
Duke  of  Portland  deceived  Mr.  Canning 
upon  the  point,  that  is  to  say,  gave  hini 
untrue   information,    or,    in   other  words, 

stated  falsehoods  to  him. ^^W^hich  of  the 

three  are  we  to  believe  ?  Fo^  my  part,  I 
believe  Lord  Camden,  because  it  appears 
quite  out  of  nature,  that  he  should  have 
concealed  the  fact  from  Lord_ Castlereagh, 
if  he  had  not  been  restricted  from  com- 
municatlni;  it  to  him  ;  and,  besides,  what- 
ever we  mA)'  think  of  the  conduct  of  Lord 
Camden,  it  is  evident  that  Lord  Castle- 
reagh regards  him  not  as  a  party  pflending 

in  a  very  high  degree. In  fact,  if  there 

could  be  hatched,  by  any  means  whatever, 
a  plausible  reason  for  Mr.  (.Manning's  leav- 
ing the  task  of  communication  to  a  third 
person,  his  friends  might  have  some  hope  of 
seeing  him  ride  off  over  the  Duke  of  rort- 
land,  by  whom,  of  course,  I^rd  Camden 
means  that  he  was  "  absolutelt/  restricted* 
from  making  the  communication  to  Lord  Cat' 
tlefeagh  ;  and  thus  the  whole  of  the  blame 
would  f^ll,  at  last,  upon  a  poor  old  man, 
who,  as  the  public  papers  infoJTn  us,  is 
upon  his  death-bed  I  Castlereagh  charges 
Caniiing  with  concealing  from  him  the 
fact  of  his  having  obtained  a  promise 
from  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  put  him 
(Castlereagh)  out  of  his  place :  Canning 
throws  the  blame  upon  Lord  Caipden, 
who,  as  he  leaves  us  to  inf^r,  was 
put  in  possession  of  the  fact,  by  die 
Duke  of  Portland,  for  the  purpose  of 
communicating  it  to  Lord  Castlereagh; 
Lord  Camden  then  comes  forward,  and 
avers,  that,  so  far  from  his  beipg  authoriud 
to  communicate  the  fact  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagh, he  was  absolutely  restricted  from 
doing  it.  Lord  Camden  and  Mr.  Canning 
may,  as  to  this  point,  bpth  speajc truth;  bat, 
in  that  case,  the  Duke  of  Portland  must 
have  given  Mr.  Canning  ^/ic  irfomation; 
for  Mr.  Caniiing  asserts,  thai  h«  fir^^'y 
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believed,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
conimunication  of  the  fact  to  Lord  Cam- 
ileij,  by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  that  fact 
was  communicated  to  I^ord  Casilereagh, 
and  that  he  could  not  possibly  believe, 
tbat  Lord  Camden  had  kept  back  the  com- 
muuicatioQ  from  Lord  Ca^tlereagh,  til) 
he  received  the  moit  positive  asseverations 
of  the  fact.  If,  therefore,  we  believe 
Lc)rd  Camden,  the  question  of  veracity  lies 
between  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  Mr. 
Cauning,  the  former  of  whom,  in  closing 
his  political  career,  will,  at  any  rate, 
leave  to  the  noblemen  of  England  a  pretty 
good  lesson  upon  the  subject  of  choosing 
their  companions  in  power. — But,  in  what- 
ever way  this  question  of  veracity  may  be 
settled,  Mr.  Canning  stands,  upon  his  own 
(ortftsiuon,  charged  with  having  obtained 
from  the  Duke  of  Portland  a  positive  pro- 
mise to  turn  out  Lord  Castlcreagh,  without 
having  communicated  his  uitention  to 
Lord  Castlereagh  ;  of  htiving  suffered  the 
fact  of  the  promise  to  lie  concealed  from  all 
the  world,  from  Easter  to  the  28th  of  April; 
of  fUTxr  having,  from  first  Jo  last,  spoken  to 
Lord  Castlereagh  upon  the  subject;  and, 
moreover,  it  does  not  appear,  that,  at  any 
stage  of  the  business,  lie  ever  did  request 
any  person  whaiever  to  make  the  communi- 
cation to  Lord  Castlereagh.^— Here,  as 
far  as  relates  to  his  conduct  towards  Lord 
Castlereagh,  is  the  whole  case.  It  cannot 
be  mended,  and,  I  am  sure,  it  cannot  be 
made  worse.  It  exhibits  an  mtrigue  of  the 
worst  and  lowest  sort;  niul,  besides  its  own 
intrinsic  demerits,  it  tends  to  fix  upon  the 
author  of  it,  the  imputation  of  otlur  itr- 
iriguesjh'is  share  in  which  has,  by  many 
persor^,  at  least,  been  hitherto  coi)srdef*od 
as  d^btful. — ■_ — ^As  to  the  manner,  in 
which  tlie  country  lias  been  treated  by  Mr. 
Canning>  in  this  insloiice,  I  think  the  less 
•f  it,  bexause^  were  the  treatment  ten 
thousand  times  worse,  the.  country  would 
richly  deserve  it,  seeing  tii^it  it  is  entirely 
owing  to  its  want  of  spirit,  to  its  base 
abandonment  of  its  an<pieQt  character, 
that  fcuch  a  man,  and  that  this  particular 
roan,  has  had  it  in  his  power  to  injtu'e  and 

insult  it. ^Can  any  one  beli«v«s  that, 

bad  the  English  nation  been  wlvat  it  was 
only  thirty  years  ago,  this  man  would 
ever  have  conceived  the  audacious  idea  of 
becoming  its  prime  mifiiuer ;  thait  is  to 
•ay,  in  fact,  its  chief  ruler  ?  No :  if  Eng- 
land had  t^Q  what  it  was  but  twenty 
years  ago,  it  i^  not  to  be  beJievec}*  that 
any  man,  capable  of  sucK  an  intrigue, 
•WQuld  h«T(  fo«n4  his  ivay  into  the  king's 
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council ;  and  much  less  is  it  to  be  believ- 
ed, that  any  cabinet  minister,  that  ^ 
Secretary  ot  State  foi*  foreign  affairs, 
would,  after  having  obtained  a.  positive 
promise  for  the  dismission  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Wa^  department  (a  promise  which 
must  have  been  demanded  upon  the 
ground  of  the  unfitness  ef  the  lattiT  for 
that  important  o(hce),  remain  in  the  same 
ministry,  for  six  n»oiUh$  afterwards,  with 
the  person  against  whom  the  promise  was 
to  operate.  It  is  not  to  be  believed, 
that  any  man  would  have  dared  to  do 
such  a  thing  in  England,  only  twenty 
years  ago.  The  treatment  of  his  col- 
league, whom  he  had  doomed  to  expulsion, 
was  bad  enough  ;  but  what  can  atone  for 
his  treatment  of  the  country  ;  that  country 
from  which  he  has,  for  so  many  years, 
been  receiving  such  immense  sums  of 
money,  and  on  which,  not  content  with  his 
own  salaries  and  sinecures,  he  has  nol 
scrupled  to  quarter  his  relations. — The  only 
ground,  upon  which  he,  or  his  friends,  will 
dare  to  set  up  a  defence  of  his  conduct  in  ask- 
ing for  the  putting  out  of  Castlereagh,  must 
be  that  be  tJiought  Castlereagh  unfit  for  the 
post  that  he  filled.  Indeed,  this  is  his  own 
defence.  His  proposition  was  grounded 
upon  the  "  insufiiciemy  of  the  government, 
"  as  tlten  constituted,  to  carry  on  the  afiairi 
"  of  the  country,  under  all  the  difficuliies 
<<  of  the  times.'*  It  was  then,  he  says,pro« 
posed  to  him  that  the  change  should  be 
made  in  the  War-department ;  and,  with 
this  he  was  satii^tied;  whence  it  naturally 
follows,  that,  in  his  Ofiiiiion,  the  inst^cimcy 
lay  in  the  War-department;  that  is  to  say, 
in  Lord  Castlereagh.  This  is  conclusive : 
it  is  here  upon  his  own  confession,  that,  so 
coi^piciious  was  the  iusufficiency  of  this 
Secretary  for  the-  War-department,  that 
the  whde  gcvemnteni  became  th-ereby. 
inadequate  to  the  carrying  on  of  the  afFiirs 
of  the  country,  under  all  the  difficulties  <^ 
the  time».  Well;  with  this  fearful  con* 
viction  in  his  mind,  what  does  this  ser- 
vant and  sworn  ulviser  of  the  king  ^o  ? 
Why,  he,  without  any  representation  to 
the  kiqg  or  bis  council,  suftisrs  this  Insuflli^ 
cient  m (.Bister  to  reomia  in  his  post;  he 
himself  continues,  not  only  by  his  still 
being  one  of  the  ministry,  but  by  bis  dc* 
clarations  in  parliament,  to  support  a  mi- 
nistry, whicb>  as  then  constituted,  he  re- 
garded as  insufficient  for  carrying  on  the 
aftairs  of  the  country ;  and,  which  adfk 
greatly  to  his  demerit  as  tmvards  the  pub« 
he,  he  stands  silently  by,  and  sees  this  iti- 
suHiciGBt  war-minister,  wboio  iosufiiciency 


Digitized  by 


Google 


619] 


POLITICAL  lCECli^ER.^Pisiomng  Privy  CoimseUors. 


[d^O 


was  sach  as  to  be  contagious ;  he  stands 
by,  laughing  in  his  sleeve^  and  sees  this 
roan  plan,  aiid  put  into  execution,  a  mea- 
sure of  warfare  of  greater  magnitude  and 
of  greater  risk  than  any  that  had  been  un- 
dertaken during  the  whole  of  the  war,  and, 
indeed,  greater  than  any  which  this  coun- 
try had  ever  known ;  a  measure  which  gave 
employment  to  a  hundred  thousand  men, 
and  which  would  naturally  cost  several 
millions  of  money.  This  he  stands  by 
und  suffers  to  pa^  unopposed,  though  he 
liad  declared  the  war-minister  to  be  insuf- 
ficient for  his  post ;  and,  yet  he  has,  even 
after  this,  the  assurance  to  put  forward 
claims  to  public  confidence  ! — Mr.  Worth- 
ington  has  very  forcibly  observed  upon 
the  utter  disrespect,  not  to  say  downright 
contempt,  of  the  king,  and  the  kingiy  qfllce, 
exhibited  in  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Canning, 
throogh  the  wihole  of  this  proceeding. 
\ye  have  been  taught  to  berHfve,  that  the 
king  cfiose  •  his  own  servants  and  dismissed 
u^ain  xvffcn  lie  pleased ;  and,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected, that  the  ministry,  to  which  IMr. 
<yaiining  belonged,  did,  at  their  coming 
into  office,  moat  distinctly  maintain  this 
tloGtrins.  But,  here  we  see,  that  the  dis- 
mission of  Lord  Castlcreagh  is  agreed 
up6n ;  Mr.  Canning  obtains  a.  positive  pro- 
fHise,  th?ii  he  shall  be  dismissed;  and  a;l 
thi^  without  the  king  having  any  thing 
more  t6  do  with  the  matter  thap  one  of  his 
c  eam-coloured  horses  hasi  The  king 
confides  in  Lord  Castlereagh  for  the  plan- 
ning and  the  executing  of  measures  of  the 
greatest  importance;  and,  all  the  whiles 
Mr.  Canning  has  doomed  that  he  shall 
have  ^s  pkicc  taken  from  him.  The  king 
looks  upon  Lord  Castlereagh  as  one  of  his 
confidential  servants ;  he  entrusts  him  with 
most  important  secrete  of  state;,  he  sits 
at  the  same  council-board  with  him,  and 
is,  in  part  at  least,  directed  by  his  advice: 
and,  all  this  while,  Mr.  Canning,  unknown 
ic  the  kin^  carries  in  his  pocket  the  positive 
promise,  that  Lord  Castlereagh  shall  be 
turned  out  of  the  service  of  the  king,  a 
promise,  which,  as  Mr.  Canning  now  says, 
was  demanded  from  the  conviction  of  the 
said  Lord's  being  K/T/i^ybf^is^/dcr.  There 
appears  to  have  been  no  appeal  made  to 
the  king,  at  any  &ia^e  of  the  business. 
The  proposition  is  made  and  acceded  to ; 
.  the  promise  takes  place  and  is  broken ; 
there  are  six  months  of  undermining  and 
chattering ;  first  Lord  Castlereagh  is  to  be 
•put  o^  at  one  rime,  then  at  another  time  ; 
and,  during  the  whole  of  it,  the  king  is 
never  onco  consulted,  nor  is  the  thing  ever 


mentioned  to  him ;  and,  in  fact,  it  was,  as 
to  this  great  prerogative  of  dismissing  and 
choosing  ministers,  Mr.  Canning  who  was 

acting  in  the  capacity  of  king! While 

this  intrigue  was  going  on,  the  Marquis 
Wellesley  was,  as  the  reader  will  call  to 
mind,  kept  dancing  backwards  and  for- 
wards between  London  and  Portsmouth; 
and,  from  the  dates,  it  necessarily  follows, 
that,  when  Lord  Wellesley  was  sent  out  to 
Spain,  it  was  agreed  upon  between  Mr. 
Canning  and  the  Duke  of  Portland,  that  he 
should,  in  a  very  short  t\mt,  pcrhitps  in  tai 
days,  be  sent  for  back  a^ain  to  fill  the  place 
of  Lord  Castlereagh.  I  am  not  of  opiuioD, 
as  some  persons  ap|>ear  to  be,  that  the 
cause  in  Spain  suffered  from  this  delay; 
berause,  I  am  thc»roughly  [persuaded,  that, 
as  far  as  the  aiding  of  that  cause  went,  Mr. 
Frere,  the  Anti  Jacobin  poet,  was  just  at 
likely  to  succeed  as  the  Marquis  Wellesley. 
Therefore,  my.  ground  of  complaint,  as  to 
the  sending  of  the  Marquisx>ut,  is  different 
from  that  taken  by  some  others.  1  blame 
Mr.  Canning,  who  whs  Secretary  for  fo- 
reign afTairs,  and  \vh*^^of  course,  selected 
the  IMarquis  for  the  embassy  to  Spain,  for 
sending  him  out  at  the  very  time  when  he 
was  in  almost  daily  expectation  of  seeing 
Lord  Castlereagh  put  out  of  that  place  at 
hOme,  which  he  had  destined  the  Marquis 
to  fill.  He  must,  supposing  his  brain  not 
to  have  been  quite  turned  by  ambition, 
have  known  that  Lord  Wellesley  could  do 
no  good  in  Spain;  and,  it  really  appears 
now,  that  he  sent  him  ofiT  thither  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  better  disguising  his  views 
at  home;  and  for  this  the  country  will 
have  to  pay,  first  or  last,  not  less,  perhapf, 
than  two  hundred  thousand  pounds ;  hot 
that,  and  much  more,  it  richly  deserves. 
I  do  not  pity  the  country.  It  deserves  all 
the  injuries  and  all  the  insults  that 'bare 
been  heaped  uf>on  it ;  but,  that  is  no  justi- 
fication  of  Mr.  Canning,  who,  at  every 
new  view  of  him,  assumes  a  deeper  die. 
He  seems  to  have  formed  a  rery  correct 
idea  of  the  spirit,  or,  rather,  the  baseness, 
of  the  country,  when  he  says,  that  he 
should  have  insisted  upon  Lord- Castle- 
reach's  dismission  during  the  last  sestim  <i 
paruameTU  had  he  not  been  apprehentm  dtat 
the  dismUsion  vxmld  have  been  attrUmted  by 
the  public  to  the  share  which  Lord  Castle- 
reagh had  had  in  bargaining  for  seats  and 
votes  in  parliament.  This  is  excessively 
impudent.  He  has  no  scruple  to  revive 
the  pnemdry  of  those  seaodakMxs  tram- 
actions,  and  to  tell  the  public^  that  he, 
for  his  party  did  not  wish  tbtm  to  be* 
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licve,  that  Lord  Castlcreagb  was  dismissed 
on  account  of  bis  having  grossly  violated 
/^rights;  for  having  committed  an  out- 
rageous offJjncc  against  them.  The  words 
are  these :  "  Mr.  Canning  was  induced  to 
"  consent  to  the  postponement  of  Lord 
"  Casilereagh's  dismissal^  till  the  rising  of 
'*  parliament, />r^a/w/^  from  a  considera- 
"  lion  of  the  particular  circumstances 
"  under  which  Lord  Castlereagh  stood  in 
"  the  House  of  Commons  after  Easter ; 
"  circumstances  which  would  have  given 
"  to  his  removal,  at  that  period  of  thtt  ses- 
'*  sion,  a  characier,  which  it  was  certainiy  no 
'*  part  of  Mr.  Cunning* s  wish  that  it  sJiould 
"  bear."  Upon  this  impudent  passage  the 
Times  news-paper  has  the  foliowing  re- 
raailfs ;  "  Here  then  is  the  ingenuous  and 
"manly  simplicity  of  a  magnanimous 
"  statesman  ;  to  rescue,  by  your  public 
"  voice,  an  obnoxious  Minister  from  the 
"just  indignation  of  his  country,  at  the 
"  moment  that  you  have  secretly  doomed 
"  him  to  be  the  victim  of  a  dark  and  insi- 
''dious  intrigue;  to  vindicate  the  very 
"  act  by  which  he  *had  merited  degrada- 
"  lion,  at  the  time  that  you  are  determined 
"  upon  his  disgrace ;  to  avow  his  inno- 
"  cence  while  yon  are  plotting  his  destruc- 
*'lion!  Display  your  stores,  ye  accumu- 
"  lated  treasures  of  ancient  guile,  and 
"  shew  us  whether  they  contain  a  fraud 
"  like  this  \"  But,  what  I  wish  to  imprint 
upon  the  mind  of  the  indignant  reader  is 
this;  that  Mr.  Canning,  who  and  whose 
relations  were  receiving  such  sums  an- 
nually from  the  public  purse,  from  the 
taxes' raised  upon  the  people ;  that  this 
Mr. Canning,  being,  as  he  now  declares, 
fully  convinced,  that  the  insufficiency  of 
Lord  Castlereagh  rendered  the  whole  go- 
vernment, as  it  then  stood,  inadequate  to 
the  carrying  on  the  affairs  of  the  country, 
did  nevertheless  agree  to  let  him  remain  in 
place,  lest  that. people,  that  injured  peo- 
ple, should  conceive,  that  he  was  removed 
from  that  place  on  account  of  his  offences 
against  thetn.  There  has  seldom,  and, 
pKirhaps,  never,  been  an  insult  like  this 
offerea  to  any  nation  upon  earth ;  yet, 
should  I  not  be  at  all  surprized  to'  see 
this  same  man  again  in  power,  in  the 
space  of  a  few  months,  in  company  with 
the  present  Opposition,  or,  at  least,  with 
some  of  them.  It  cannot  have  escaped 
those  who  aore  in  the  habit  of  observing 
^  condoct  of  the  parties  in  the  House  of 
Commoni.  that  the  Opposition  have  always 
appeared  to  have,  in  tneir  censure  of  the 
aiiDiiiry«  t  good  deal  ef  reseire,  with  re- 


gard to  Mr.  Canning.  They  have  always 
spoken  of  him  with  some  degree  of  mild* 
ness,  and,  often,  with  respect,  making  Mr. 
Perceval  and  Lord  Castlereagh  the  objects 
of  their  unqualified  censure.  I  believe, 
that,  from  the  time  that  the  last  change  of 
ministry  took  place,  there  has  been  a 
growing  intrigue  between  sonie  of  them 
and  Mr.  Canning;  and,  1  further  believe, 
that  the  plan  was,  first  to  introduce  Lord 
Wellesley,  and  then,  at  a  convenient  timet, 
fbr  him  and  Mr.  Canning  to  join  in  insist- 
ing upon  further  changes,  by  the  means 
of  which  a  ministry  would  have  been 
formed  to  the  exclusion  of  all  those,  in 
both  parties,  who  were  likel  v  to  stand  in 
the  way  of  Mr.  Canning  s  ambitious 
views.  It  is  true,  that,  by  such  means,  he 
would  not  have  mounted  to  the  top  of  the 
tree  at  once  ;  but,  having  got  rid  of  all 
those  rivals,  who  arc  of  nearly  his  own 
age,  be  would  have  trusted  to  time  for  th^ 
rest ;  or,  at  any  rate,  he  would  have  made 
his  ground  sure  against  the  arrival  of  any 
of  those  events,  which  would  naturally  put 
the  existence  of  the  present  ministry  to 
hazard.— ^-For  the  same  reasons,  I  how 
expect  to  see  him  join  in  the  Opposition  to 
the  present  ministry.  Not  all  at  once« 
perhaps;  but  by  degrees,  as  his  great 
master  Pitt  joined  m  the  Opposition 
against  Mr.  Addington.  Mr.  Canning  saw, 
that,  while  the  ministry  continued  coosti* 
tuted  as  it  was  during  last  winter  and  last 
summer,  he  could  never  get  to  the  bead  of 
it,  there  being  no  less  than  three  in  hit 
way,  namely  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Mr.  Per- 
ceval^ and  Lord  Castlereagh.  The  two 
former  were  too  firmly  rooted  to  ajQbrd 
him  any  hope  of  their  removal,  for  the 
present,  *and  until  he  acquired  addi- 
tional strength  ; ,  but,  the  latter,  never 
a  favourite  of  any  body,  except  for 
special  and  temporary'  purposes,  had  been 
shaken  almost  to  the  ground  by  the 
recent  detections  and  exposures,  and  had, 
in  fact,  been  propped  up  by  Mr.  Can- 
ning himself,  only,  as  it  now  appears, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  his  fall  the 
work  of  the  latter's  own  hand.  It  was 
at  this  moment,  having  just  propped  him 
for  a  littte,  that  he  demanded  his  ejection 
from  office,  being  ready,  no  doubt,  in  case 
thinffs  had  taken  a  more  popular  turn  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  to  have  made  a 

Sreat  merit  of  this  demand.— That  the 
emand  arose  wholly  from  an  intriguing 
motive,  there  can,  I  think,  be  no  doubt  at 
all :  for,  as  to  ability  in  conducting  the 
War  departoMOt,  whiM  bad  Mr.  Canning 
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discovered  any  want  of  that  in  his  col- 
league? There' had  been  no  warlilce  mea- 
sore^  under  the  administration  of  Lord 
Castiereagh,  which  Mr.  Canning  had  not 
publicly  defended  in  the.  most  strenuous 
manner.  No  one  can  .have  forgotten  the 
part  he  took  in  defending  the  expedition 
under  Sir  John  Moore;  and,  indeed,  it  is 
perfectly  well  known,  that  of  that  most 
unfortunate  measure,  he  and  his  friend 
Mr.  Hookham  Frere  were  the  principal 
caifse.  He  had  seen  the  expedition  to 
Portugal  and  that  to  Spain ;  he  had  seen 
another  expedition  sent  out  under  Sir  Ar- 
thur Wellcsley  ;  of  a! I  these  he  had,  over 
and  over  again,  expressed  his  decided  ap- 
probation ;  and,  he  never  did,  it  seems, 
discover  any  want  of  sufficiaici^  in  the  mi- 
nistrV;  of  which  he  formed  a  part,  until 
Lorcf  Castlerengh  was  delected  in  having 
bargained  for  votes  and  seats  in  the  house 
of  Commons.  Then  it  was,  and  not  till 
then,  that  he  discovered  an  insufficiency 
in  the  ministry  as  then  constituted,  and 
that  that  insufficiency  lay  in  the  war  de- 
partment. He  had,  upon  numerous  occa- 
sions, when  the  charge  of  insufficiency 
was  preferred  against  the  ministry,  re- 
sented that  charge  in  the  most  bitter 
terms;  nay,  by  a  reference  to  the  De- 
bates, it  will  be  seen,  that  he  was  loudly 
defying  those,  who  preferred  the  charge, 
at  the  very  time,  or,  at  lea^t,  within  two 
diys  of  the  lit^.e,  and  frequently  after  the 
time,  when,  as  he  nowunblushingly  states, 
he  was  making  qi  representation,  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  of  the  existence  of  this 
insufficiency  ;  that  U  to  say,  was  com- 
plaining in  private  of  the  lamentable  exis- 
tence of  that  the  existence  of  which  he 
was  stoutly  denying  in  public,  and  that, 
too,  in  his  double  capacity  of  member  of 

parliament  and  adviset  of  the  king. It 

is  quite  useless  to  jinrsue  these  observa- 
tions any  Further;  it  being,  I  think,  quite 
maliifest,  that  the  reason  alledged  by  Mr. 
Canning  for  the  removal  of  Lord  Castie- 
reagh was  a  mere  pietence,  and  that  the 
real  motive  was,  the  getting  rid  of  a  lival, 
who  had  just  then  luckily  became  an  ob- 
ject of  pretty  general  censure.  If  the 
reader  be,  as,  I  think,  h-j  must  be,  satisfied 
that  this  V.  as  the  fact,  where  will  he  find 
Words  adequate  to  a  description  of  the 
conduct  and  characccr  of  the  man,  who, 
after  having  so  acted,  and  from  such  a 
motive,  now,  in  t'le  stilts  of  candour  and 
magnanir.iity,  j^vetends  that  he  did  not 
'wish  to  t(ike  advtnua^e  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  Lord  Castiereagh  then  stood 


in  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  who  has 
-now  the  audacity  thus  to  insult  the  public, 
in  order  the  more  effectually  to  disguise 
the  motive  of  his  intrigue? ^\Vith  re- 
spect to  the  change  in  the  ministry,  which 
has  grown  out  of  this  intrigue,  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, that,  as  far  as  it  hai  hitherto  gone, 
it  is,  by  no  means,  a  change  for  the  worse, 
notwithstanding  all  that  the  Morning  Chro- 
nicle is  pleased  to  say  about  the /o« sustain- 
ed in  the  withdraiving  of  Mr.  Canning's 
intellect;  for,  I  cannot  but  remember,  that' 
it  was  Mr.  Canning  who  selected  Mr. 
Hookham  Frere  for  the  emlajsy  "  near  his 
Catholic  Majesty  Ferdinand  Vll/'  which 
Mr.  Frere  was  assisted  by  that  Monsieur 
Ch^rniilli/,  of  whom  such  memorable  men- 
tion is  made  in  the  complaining  dispatches 
of  the  unfortunate  Sir  J.  Moore;  nor  can  I 
so  soon  forget  Mr.  Canning's  harangues, 
am(mg8t  the  Jews  and  Contractors,  re- 
spccting  the  wars  in  Spain  and  in  Aus- 
tria,  and  his  famous  manifesto  about  the 
Universal  Spanish  nation.  Indeed  (and  I 
hope  the  public  will  bear  it  in  mind)  it  is,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  this  very  Mr.  Canning, 
who  has  had  themanagement  of  the  whole 
of  our  connection  with  Spain,  since  the 
commencemejit  of  her  revolution.  It  is 
he,  in  fact,  who  fashioned  the  cause,  for 
which  we  are  contending  in  Spain,  and  in 
\yhich  contest  so  much  Engli^^h  blood,  and 
English  resources,  of  all  sorts,  have  be^n 
wasted.  It  is  he,  to  wiwra,  principally  at 
least,  is.  to  be  attributed  the  stupid  and 
fatal  notion,  that,  without  a  total  change 
in  the  country,  a  disposition  would  be 
found,  in  the  people  of  Spain»  to  resist 
Buonaparte.  It  was  he,  who,  as  miaisler 
for  foreign  affairs,  u)Uiit,  in  a  piore  especial 
manner,  have  held  En<^land  back>kepther 
aloof  from  the  cause  of  the  Spanish  nation, 
until  those  spirited  bodies,  the  provincial 
Juntas,  had  been  put  dowp,  and  one 
General  Body,  that  wanted  all  tlae  good, 
and  that  was  wanting  in  none  of  the  es'ili, 
of  those  separate  bodies,  had  been  estab- 
lished. From  that  moment;  from  the 
nvoment  that  the  influence  of  l^lish 
councils  superceded  that  of  the  spontane- 
ous and  vigorous,  though  iiregular  aii4 
perhaps,  democratical,  influence  of  the 
provincial  Juntas  ;  from  that  moment  be- 
gan the  extinguishment  of  the  spirit  of  re- 
sistance in  Spain.  The  operation  of  thi»- 
influence,  on  the  part  of  our  govemment* 
it  was  that  enabled  Jo-^eph  jBuonapartft 
to  reach  Madrid  ;  and,  for  the  use  of  thii' 
inftuence  we  ^nd  the  Spaniards  have  to 
thank  Mr.  .Qatw'of.     Ili^  coll^u^  ^ 
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to  blame  top;    but,  thejr  are,  in  this  re? 
spect,  to   blame  only,   perhaps,  because 
tbey  suQered  him  to  t'oUow  his  own  incli- 
nation.    When,  there fu re,  one  looks  back 
at  what  Spain  was,  at  the  time  when  all 
those  spirited  Addressed  were  issuing  froin 
lhese?eral  Juntas;  when  one  reflects,  not 
only  on    what   might    have    been    dune 
by  us,  but  on  what  was  actually  pointed 
out  by   many    persons    (and    by    myself 
airtongst  the  res\)  as  proper  to   be   done; 
when  one  compares  the  probable  result, 
in  such  case,  U)  the  result  that  w   I    nojv 
inevitably  take  place;  and,  especially  when 
ojie  takes  into  account  the  monstrous  waste 
of  means,   the  dreadful  loss  of  lives,  the 
almost   ir'lescriUtble    human    mi?ey  th.it 
has  been  endured,  that  is  still   *)  be  en- 
dure I,  and  the  vast  mass  of  disyra  e,  of 
all  sorts,  which   this  country  has  to  sn- 
tain:    when  one  takes  a  view  of  all  »lns, 
and  considers,  that  of  produ*  ing  all  ihi^ 
Mr.  Canning  has  been  the  prinripal  rause, 
one  must  be  of  an   uncommonJy  putient 
disposition  not  to  resent  the  aftront  that 
is  offered  to  one*s  understand iitij  by  those, 
who  aflfect  to  see,  in   the   resignation,  or 
torning-out,    of  that   minister,    a   loss   of 
capacity  to    the    cabinet.      IntcUect    Mr. 
Canning  has  j  but,  k  is,  in  my  opinion, 
not  only  not  of  the   best  sort  for  a  states- 
man, but  precisely  of  the  very  worst  sort : 
of  ihat  s<»rt  which  unfits  him,  absolutely 
unfits  him   for  the   management  of  great 
and  weighty  affairs;    and,  when  you  add 
to    this  his    restless,    his  audacious,    his 
insolent    ambition,  which   he    sacked  in 
with   his  political   milk,   and   which   has 
its  rise  in  the   notion,  that  the  talent  of 
ttlkin^  is  the  first  of  human  talents;  when 
you  add  this  to  th«otlier  disqualiiicaiions. 
It  must,   I  think,  be  evident,  that  the  loss 
of  such  a  uan  is  a  gain  to  any  ministry. 
Oi*  one  tbiug  I  am  quite  svre,  and  that  is, 
that  though  the  -new-roodelted   ministry 
may  ^  on  as  bndiy  as  Mr.  Canning  did, 
wuh  respect  to  the  foreign  aftairs,  it  is  im- 
possible  that  they  skmki  go  oa  worse ;  for, 
whether  we  ioak  to  Spain  or  Austria,  the 
oidy  two  countries  where  he  h«d  it  in  bis 
power  V>  do   much  misthief,  we    shall 
be  ceiBvinctd,   thftt,  if    the  choice    had 
bssfi  U(i  to  the  emperor  Naipckleon^  he 
wm\6  have  chqsea  for  lia  a  noinister  that 
sliouUhave  adopted  just  such  measpres  as 
<tMse»   which   have   procee<M  from  the 
['  iBkellect"  of  Mr.  CWmiu^  who  (and  that 
is  saying  aU  of  bin  in  oiic  wocd\  wsA  one 
^  the  hg0cm4.  wh\ck  Pitt  h^qnsathedl  to 
^laQ4^«^^T)Mre^  pjK  two  or  thMft  ipos- 


ttonsuDOw  in  agitation  amongst  politiciansr 
upon  which  I  bhall  venture  to  offer  my 
opinion.  1  he  first  of  which  is,  whether 
the  Marquis  Wcllesley  will  yield  to  the 
invitation^  sjaid  tjo  be  ;*ent  out  to  him,  and 
join  the  new-modelled  ministry.  If  he 
does,  it  will  be  owing  to  the  situation,  in 
which  events  have  placed  his  brother^  the 
Biron  Douro;  for,  otherwise,  there  are 
abimdant  reasons  why  he. should  not;  and, 
if  the  Bai'ou  can  show,  as  Sir  John  Moore 
could,  that  his  march  into  the  heart  of 
Spain  w€w  not  voluntary,  but  was  forced 
upon  him,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
he  will  not  join  the  ministry.  Upon  the 
whfle,  I*think  he  will  not,  and,  in  that 
ca^e,  they  M'iU  certainly  find  it  more  diffi. 
cv\%  to  stand,  becau&e  such  a  refusal  on  his 
;  Ti  willl.t,  with  the  wavering  (of  which 
there  nmst  be  muny)  a  sib^  for  defection. 

Another   question    is,    whether   the 

Opposition  will  take  Mr.  Canning  mto 
their  ranks.  .Some  of  them  would  gladl]r 
do  it,  for  they  would  associate  themselvee 
with  any  one  capable  of  giving  them  the- 
smallest  share  of  eve;i  temporary  aid* 
But,  some  others  will  be  very  slow  to  a<knk 
him,  seeing  bow  troublesome  an  inmate  he 
has  coffi&tantly  been.  He  has  always  had 
several  persons,  when  in  power  with  him> 
whom  he  has  been  known  to  dislike,  and 
against  whom  he  ha^  evidently  had  a 
grudge.  Lord  liawkesbury,  Mr.  Perceval, 
Mr.  Addington ;  in  short,  every  one  that 
stood  between  him  and  the  lights  It  muBt 
ever  be.  thtis  with  a  n^an  of  greedy  ambi- 
tion,  who  must  always  be  a  teasing  com- 
panion, especially  when  of  a  turn  so  satiri- 
cal as  Mr.  Canning  is.  Such  a  man's 
"  hand  is  against  every  man,  and  every 
'*  man's  hand  is  against  him."  So  that,  in 
spite  o£  ihejiirtatwsi^  as  it  is  called  (bor^ 
rowing  a  term  from  another  species  of 
prestitution  and  applying  it  to  pohtics); 
k&  spite  of  the  flirtation  of  the  Merning 
Chronicle,  I  should  not  be  very  much  sur-^ 
prised  to  see  Mr.  Canning,  during  the  next 
session  of  parliament,  occupying  a  comer- 
of  an  emf]ity  bench,  or,  at  least,  making 
one  of  a  party  ancomsMnly  select ;  and,  if 
this  should  be  the  case,  h^  must  muster  up 
his  philosophy,  and  wait  ior  ^  better  times^'' 
when  his  '*  New.  MeAALiTY"  shall  have 

gained  a  greater  number  of  discipWs* 

I  cb  not  know  whether  the  sane  idea  meef 
have. struck  any  of  the.  members  of  the 
Oppeeitien ;  hot,  I  cannet  help  thinking, 
tiu^  if  there  be  ene  things  ^hicli,  abe^re 
aU  e|he9>  tbt  SMUstoM  enght  ta  witli  fer, 
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it  is,  that  the  Opposition  should  receive 
Mr.  Cftnning,  and  march  him  on,  at  once, 
m  a  furious  chsrge  against  his  late  col- 
leagues ;  for,  in  that  case,  even  the  people, 
who  have,  in  fact,  no  interest  at  .all  in  the 
warfare  of  the  factions,  would,  to  a  roan,  be 

on  the  side  of  the  jxiinisters. ^The  last 

question,  which,  at  present,  I  shall  ilotice 
is,  whether  the  ministry,  as  it  is  now  con- 
stituted, will  be  able  to  keep  their  ground ; 
and,  here,  it  is^  clear,  that  much  must  de* 
pend  upon  the  conduct  of  the  adversary ; 
but,  I  cannot  see  why  they  should  not 
keep  their  ground;  for,  they  have,  it  is  evi- 
dent, the  perfect  good  will  of  the  king, 
and  as  to  the  peapU^  they  desire  v\h  change 
at  all^  unless  there  be  a  c/umge  of  system, 
being  thoroughly  convinced,  from  the  ex- 
perience of*  the  last  fifty  years,  that  a 
change  of  ministry  is  a  mere  shifting  of 
the  power  and  emoluments  of  the  several 
eflices  in  the  state,  from  one  set  of  men 
>  to  another,  •with  the  certain  evil  €f  adding 
to  the  buctken  of  the  taxes  by  the  grant  of  a 
long  list  of  new  pensions.  In  short,  a 
change  of  ministry  is  now-a-days  regard- 
ed, and  justly  regarded,  as  the  forerunner 
of  a  new  tax  ;  and  the  people  think  that 
they  have  already  quite  taxes  enough. 
That  the  thing  should  be  viewed  in  this 
light;  that  tjiis  opinion'  should  generally 
prevail,  may  be  mortifying  to  the  traders 
in  party  politics,  but  such  is  the  opinion, 
and  such  it  will  be,  until  there  be  a  radical 
change  in  the  system,  and  that  change 
can  be  wrought  only  by  a  house  of  parlia- 
ment, really  the  representatives  of  the 
people ;  and,  I  do  think,  that  even  the 
most  inveterate  non-reformist  will  not 
deny,  that,  if  there  had  been  such  a  house 
of  paHiament,  we  never  should  have  heard 
of  the  dirty  intrigue,  which  has  led  to  the 
making  of  these  observations. 

Talavera's  Campaign. The  news 

from  our  army  in  Spain,  appecurs  fully  to 
confirm  that  statem^t  which  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Register  of  the  14th  instant, 
at  page  520;  and  the  chief  fact  in  which 
was,  that  more  than  one  half  of  the  re- 
mains of  the  army  were  upon  the  sick  list, 
•  The  French  now  tell  us,  why  their 
generals  did  not  continue  the  pursuit  of 
our  army  into  Portugal.  Iheir  reason 
was,  that  it  was  better  to  leave  our  people 
to  the  exterminating  influence  of  those  ciif- 
tases,  which  were  sure  to  fasten  upon  them 
in  the  provinces,  whither  they  were  march- 
ing. There  might  be  some  other  reason 
Wude«  this ;  but  this  vm  a  veiy  good 


one  ;  and  especially  as  they  had  the  game 
so  completely  in  their  hands,  that  to  de- 
stroy Douro's  "army,  totally  to  annihilate 
it,  was  an  object  not  worth  even  a  trifling 
risk  of  lives. Upon  Baron  Douro's  con- 
duct, during  the  campaign,  the  Moniteur 
has  made  some  very  just,  though  very  se- 
vere remarks,  in  the  Avay  of  Notes  upon 
his  dispatch  firom  Truxiflo,  which  Notes 
were  inserted  in  the  Register,  at  page  567. 
It  is  there  observed,  that  Douro's  complaint 
against  Cuesta,  was  ill-fi)undcd  ;  and  thai, 
if  the  latter  had  not  quitted  Talavera,  be 

would   have    been    lost, In  tiesc 

Notes,  which  contain  what  Europe  will 
believe  relating  to  this  campaign,  our 
Baron  and  Viscount  is  spoken  of  fn  a  way 
very  different  indeed  from  that,  in  which 
he  is  spoken  of  in  the  famous  Geserai 
OaDF.a'.  The  French  say,  "  JVe  wbh 
"  Lord  Wellesley"  (meaning  Baron  Douro) 
"  to  command  the  English  armies."  They 
langh  at  his  tactics,  and  at  that  "  militani 
'*  resource"  which  the  General  Order 

gave  him. Upon  the   subject  of  his 

post  in  the  retreat,  the  French  have  somi 
remarks,  which  I  cannot  refrain  from  in- 
serting here,  because  they  extfctly  corres-. 
pond  with  what  I  said  upon  tlie  same  sub: 

ject. "  Lord  Wellington  had  abandon- 

"  ed  the  army  of  Cuesta,  who  had  been 
"  beaten  on  the  Tagus,  and  lost  35  pieces 
"  of  cannon,  and  all  his  ammunition. — ^The 
•*  writer  asks,why  the  French  did  not  pursue 
"  the  Fnglish  army  ?  They  did  pursue  it, 
•*  for  they  came  up  with  the  rear-guard. 
"  This  rear-guard,  it  is  true,  was  composed 
"  only  of  the  troops  of  Cuesta ;  but  they 
'^  were  there  as  allied  troops,  and  made  a 
"  part  of  the  pursued  army.  The  French, 
"  too,  destroyed  that  division,  which  they 
''  overtook.  1  wo  things  certainly  result 
"  from  this  :  Ist,  That  the  rear-guard  of 
**  Lord  Wellington  was  destroyed;  2ndly, 
"  That  Lord  Wellington,  having  to  give 
'^  the  post  of  honour  either  to  the  En^ish 
"  troops,  or  those  Spaniards  of  whom  he 
"  speaks  so  ill,  determined  infacaur  of  tie 
*^  Spanish  troops.  The  post  of  honour  in 
**  an  army  is  that  which  is  nearest  the 
"  enemy.  When  Francis  the  First  sent  to 
^*  redemand  the  sword  of  Constable  from 
'<  the  Conatable^of  Bourbon,  the  latter  re- 
'^  plied,  '*  the  King  took  it  from  me  on 
'^  the  day  when  he  gave  the  commaiNl 
'^  of  the  advanced  guard  to  the  Dukt 
"  of  Aledpon."  Lord  Wellington  had  not 
''  the  same  sentiments  with  the  brAve 
''CbeYsliers  of  those  tittMis*    Hsdoeioot 
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"  pique  himself  on  keeping  for  liimself  the 
"  postof  honour,  he  £^ir«  it  up  to  his  allies,**  . 

It  is  impossible   to  get  out  of  this. 

There  is  no  rebutting  the  charge.  It  is  so 
manifestly  just,  that  it  will  not  admit  of  a 
mr)ment's  dispute.  Yes,  the  noble  Baron, 
who,  as  the  French  say,  speaks  so  ill  of 
the  Spaniards,  did  most  generously  cede  to 
them  the  post  of  honour  at  tl^e  Bridge  of 
Arzobispo.  He  gave  up  the  post  of  honour 
to  them,  havings  apparently,  been  glirttcd 
with  honour  of  M»^t  sort  at  the  battle  oi  Tala- 
vera.  To  be  serious,  it  is  very  ill-treat- 
ment of  the  Spaniards  to  represent  themj 
as  of  no  use  at  all  in  the  campaign,  at  the 
same  time  that  we  are  nuiking  them  corcr 
our  retreat;  for  thi^t  was,  as  is  now  evident, 
the  real  state  of  the  case.— Upon  the 
subject,  too,  of  Douro's  want  of  provisions, 
the  Moniteur  has  some  cutting  remarks : 

**  The  pretext  of  wanting  provisions  is 

**  always .  the  excuse  of  Generals  'who  ate 
'*  beatsn,  or  who  are  rendered  unable  to  at- 
"  tempt  any  thing.  Would  not  one  sup- 
^'  pose  Lord  Wellington  commanded  an 
"  army  of  3CX),000  infantry,  and  40,000 
"  cavalry  ?  When  a  GeneFal  has  an 
"  army  so  considerable,  the  procuring 
*'of  provisions  may  give  him  some 
"  troubfe,  but  cannot  absolutely  stop  his 
"  progress.  Can  it  be  believed,  that  an 
**  army  of  2^,000  men  could  not  find  sub- 
"  sistence  in  a  country  where  towns  are  so 
**  numerous  ?  Such  an  ''army  is  only  a 
^  strong  division,  which  a  single  town  of 
*^  Spain  could  maintain  for  two  months. 
"  Besides,  if  Lord  Wellington  was  uneasy 
'*  with  respect  to  the  subsistence  of  his 
"  army,  whjf  did  ke  abandwi  hie  magazines  ? 
^*  His  line  of  operation  and  his  magazines 
**  were  upon  and  at  Placentia.  Why  did 
"  he  suflfer  Placentia  to  be  taken  ?  Why  ? 
"  Becmtsethis  GENERAL  OF  SEPOYS 
"  had  the  imprudence  to  advance  to  the  very 
'*  middle  of  Spain,  xckhout  knowing  either 
"  whatjbrce  was  before  kim^  or  what  upon  his 

^^Jlanks, ^We  see  by  his  dispatches  that 

"  he  sometimes  believed  that  the  Duke  of 
**  Dalmatta  had  but  8,000  men,  and  some- 
"  times  that  he  bad  16\000.  lender  these 
"  false  suppositions  he  had  proposed  to 
**  divide  his  forces  to  go  and  attack  the 
"  Duke  of  Dalmatia,  when  all  on  a  sudden, 
"  and  to5  late,  he  learned  that  this  same 
*•  Duke  was  advancing  upon  him  with  a 
**  corps  of  60,000  men.  He  then  fled  in 
"  the  utmost  haste,  and  he  was  in  the 
•*  right  Had  he  been  amused  at  Tala- 
**  Vf  rB,  ui»tead  of  beuog  attacked,  and  had 
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**  not  particular  and  local  circumstances 
"  permitted  him  to  paSs  the  Tagus,  and 
^'  escape  by  sacrificing  the  corps  which  he 
"  left  behind  him,  not  a  soldier  of  his  army 
s*  would  have  again  seen  England.  If  ever 
*'  there  was  a  Gtneral  wanting  foresight,  it 
"  is  certainly  Lord  Wellington,  If  he 
"  should  long  command  the  English  armies, 
'*  Wf  may  fatter  ourselves  with  obtaining  great 
"  advantages  from  the  brilliant  combinations 
"  of  a  General  so  inexperienced  in  the  trade  of 

"  war\ Yet,   this    is  the    man,  upon 

whom  we  bestow  a  brace  of  titles  at  a  time, 
and  whom  we  cry  up  as  worthy  of  a  place 
"  in  the  very  first  rank  of  British  heroes,'*''^ 
It  is,  I  think,  pretty  evident,  that  a  very 
small  portion  of  our  army  will,  in  the  end, 
escape.  We  get  no  official  accounts  of  this 
army,  though  packets  are  continually  arriv- 
ing from  Portugal ;  and,  by-and  by,  aftef 
due  time  has  been  allowed  for  leaking  out 
the  facts,  the  official  statement  will  come, 
boI#  :ercd  up  at  head  and  foot  with  falshood* 
in  a  demi-official  form.  Thus  will  the 
nation  be  again  deluded. It  should  al- 
ways be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  titles  were 
bcstowednpon  Douro  after  the  ministers  had 
in  their  possession  the  facts  relating  to  the 
retreat  from  Talavera,  or,  at  least,  after 
th^y  were  possessed  of  what  must  have 
convinced  them,  that  the  retreat  must  im- 
mediately take  place,  and,  of  course,  that 
the  General,  upon  whom  the  titles  were 
conferred,  had,  to  give  it  the  mildest  term, 
been  guilty  of  great  indiscretion.  Ihey 
must,  at  the  very  moment  when  they  were 
advising  the  king  to  bestow  the  honours 
upon  him,  have  known,  that  he  would  be 
compelled  either  to  yield  himself  «nd  his 
army  prisoners  of  war,  or  to  flee  wiih  a  de- 
gree of  haste  that  would  not  permit  him  to 
carry  off"  his  sick  and  wounded.  -And,yel 
they  advised  the  king  to  make  him,  at  oAce, 
a  Baron  and  a  Viscount;  ta  bestow  upon 
him  greater  honours  than  were  bestowed 
upon  him  who  gained  the  Battle  of  the 
Nile. — It  appears  from  these  observations 
in  the  Moniteur,  that  the  Duke  of  Dalma- 
tia (Soult)  had,  in  the  rear  of  Baron  Douro 
an  army  of  sixty  thousand  men,  How,  it 
will  be  remembered,  that  the  Baron  tells  us, 
that  he  quitted  Talavera,  with  the  English 
part  of  the  army,  in  order  to  go  and  meet 
Soult,  and  to  "  do  his  business  effectually." 
We  know,  indeed,  that,  instead  of  doing 
this,  he  fled  across  the  Tagus,  long  before 
he  came  within  reach  of  Soult ;  but,  what 
I  wish  to  point  out  to  the  reader  is,  the  ex- 
tren^e   improbability  of  his  ever  having 
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intended  to  march  against  Soult,  seeing 
that  Soult  had  60,000  men,  and  that 
Douro  must,  being  then  so  near  to  him, 
Ijdve  known  the  amount  of  Soult's  army. 
7'here  always  appeared  to  me  same  thing 
very  strange  and  inconsistent  in  this  move- 
ment from  Talavera  for  tlie  express  pur- 
pose oi  attacking  Soult  and  '^  doing  his  biisi- 
ucss  effectually/ ;*  and  then,  instead  of  this, 
getting  across  the  lagus,  witli  all  possible 
dispatch,  lest  Soult  should  come  up  with 
him ;  but,  if  we  suppose,  that  the  Baron 
was  duly  informed  of  the  amount  of  the 
force  which  the  Moniteur  says  Soult  had, 
this  part  of  tlie  Baron's  conduct  was  per- 
fectly wise,  and  leaves  ua  nothing  to  la- 
ment, except,  indeed,  tliat  he  should  have 
tM  Cuesta  that  he  was  going  to  meet 
Soult  and  to  dohis  bus'mess  effectually,  and 
thereupon  have  left  the  poor  Spaniard,  to- 
gether with  his  own  sick  and  wounded,  to 

the  mercy  of  the  French. This  is   a 

part  of  the  transaction,  which,  I  shr^ild 
think,  must  become  a  subject  of  inquiry  in 
another  way.  The  Baron,  in  his  official 
dispatches,  blames  the  Spanish  general  for 
quitting  Tahveraf  which  he  himself  has 
kft  in  order  to  seek  out  and  to  attack 
Soult ;  and,  instead  of  attacking  Soult,  he 
gets  out  of  Soult's  way ;  be  avoids  him  as 
one  would  avoid  a  lion ;  he  crosses  the 
Tagus,  in  order  to  get  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  army  that  he  went  to  attack ;  and,  to 
crown  tibe  whole,  he  continues  his  re  treaty 
covered  by  the  army  of  Cuesta,  covered  by 
that  very  army,  of  whom  and  of  whose 
general  he  speaks  with  so   little  respect. 

Take  it  all  together  I   cannot  help 

4hJenking,  that  this  is  the  most  disgraceful 
campaign  that  was  made  by  an  English 
anny,  and  this  the  most  disgraceful  year, 
known  to  England  from  the  beginingof  her 
history. 

Spanish  Revolution. If  it  be  true, 

that  peace  i&  actually  concluded  between 
France  and  Austria,  the  aifairs  of  Spain 
and  Portvffal  are  not  far  distant  from  the 
epoch  of  their  final  settlement;  and^  in- 
<]eed,  from  all  appeaianceg,  the  army  which 
the  Fi*ench  alreaudy  have  in  the  Peninsula, 
would  be  quke  suflieient  for  the  purpose. 
^The  scheme  of  concentraimg  the  autho- 
rity and  energy  of  the  government  in  Spain 
^oes  not  seem  to  be  taken  in  very  good 
p^t,  especially  by  the  Junta,  whom,  it 
seems,  the  concentrating  scheme  would 
completely  cashier;  and  people  like  to  be 
in  office,  in  Spain  a«  well  as  in  England, 
—-There  is  in  Spain  a  body,  called  the 


3upE£ME  Council  of  Spain  and  the  Is« 
DIES,  which  has  presented  an  Address  to 
the  Supreme  Junta,  beseeching  the  said 
Junta  to  put  an  end  to  their  own  power, 
and  to  erect  a  Rej^cncr;  in  tltc  person  of  ihe 
Archbishop  of  Toledo.  One  passage  of 
this  Address  will  sufUce  to  give  us  a  pretty 
correct  notion  of  the  ultimate  object  of  its 

authors. It   is  drawn    op   under   the 

whimsical  notion,  that,  in  addressing  the 
Supreme  Junta,  the  parties  ere  addressing 
Ferdinand  ViJ.  It  is,  to  be  sure,  quite 
farcical  to  hear  the  minister  of  war  telling 
the  generals,  that  *'  His  Majesty*'  has  or- 
►dered  them  to  be  assured  of  tliis  or  of  that, 
when  it  is  notorious,  that  he  (poor  fellow !) 
is  in  the  safe  custody  of  Napoleon's  dra- 
goons. However,  this  is  the  way  in  which 
thcv  choose  to  talk  ;  and,  in  this  sort  of 
styfe  the  Supreme  Council  addresses  the 

Junta: "  The  people  are  indulging  in 

*'  unrestrained  complaints,  and  make  them 
*'  known  by  libellous  and  inflammatory 
•^  placards.  Their  ilaily  conversations,  in 
•*  places  of  the  greatest  resort,  suppose  dif- 
"  ferent  parties,  views,  and  interests  among 
**  their  governors,  and  threaten  some,  whilst 
'*  they  insult  others,  forgetful  of  the  re- 
"  spect  due  to  the  supreme  authority,  and 
"  regardless   of  the   consequences  to  the 

**  public  peace  and  union. Th^Cotmcil 

"  shudders  upon  contemplating  the  danger 
"  in  which  it  sees  the  country,  becaoae  it 
"  cannot  foresee  the  possible  results  of 
"  this  ferment,  which,  while  it  m^ets  with 
"  its  utmost  disapprobation,  as  contrary  to 
*'  law,  at  the  same  time  excites  its  apfire- 
''  bensions  on  account  of  the  opposite  in- 
''  terests  of  the  Juntas,  and  of  the  variety 
"  it  observes  in  their  opinions ;  and  also 
"  because  it  is  general!^  kaown,  that  the 
<'  law,  in  cases  like  this,  directs  that  the 
"  govemiaent  be  entrusted  to  one,  three 
^  or  five  individuals.  The  Supreoie  Juntm 
''  is,  therefore,  bound  by  the  nKMt  sacred 
'*  duty  to  lay  these  truths  before  your  Ma- 
"  jesty,  in  order  to  ward  ofi*  the  dangers 
^*  by  which  we  are  threatened,  and  to  pre- 
'^  vient  the  excesses  of  a  people  wl>o  think 
<'  their  defence  and  protection  unattended 
t<  to.  _  In  your  Majesty  resides  the 
"  Sovereign  power ;  the  remedy  is  in  your 
"own  hands.  A  generous  self-denial  wiU 
"  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  services 
"  of  the  Supreme  Junta,  and  immortalize 
"  its  Members.  May  it  please  youf  Ma»- 
"  jesiy  to  restore  to  the  law  its  authority  ; 
"  and  there  will  be  an  end  of  the  uneaas* 
*'  ness  to  which  we  are  a  prey,  and  whick 
*'  will  be  succeeded  by  tsanquUlUy  and 
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f  applause.;^ The    immediate    appoiru- 

'  ment  of  a  provisional  Government  will 
^  pacify  the  people  ;  the  natron  will  in- 
'  dulge  in  the  most  flattering  hopes  :  and 
'  the  supreme  will  of  Ferdinand  VII,  who 
'  reouires  it,  and  who  tullers  most,  will  be 

'  fully  complied  with. ^The  whole  na- 

'  tion  will  applaud  the  measure  ;  and  it  is 
'  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  that,  in  order 
^'to  rouse  the  spirit  depressed  by  the  pre- 
sent load  of  evils,  it  would  be  proper  to 
establish  a  legal    government,    with,  a 
Bourbon  ti  its  head.     And  the  perfidy 
'  of  our  infamous  enemy  having  left  in 
Spain  none  but  t!»e  Most  Rtverend  Car- 
'  diiial  Archbishop  of  Toledo  and  Seville, 
it  seems  as  if  Heaven  had  preserved  him 
to  support  the  nation  under  her  calamities, 
and  continually  to  call  to  our  minds  the 
beloved  Sovereign  for  whom  we  ar«  fight- 

ing. rolicy  points  out  the  urgency  of 

'  immediately  filling  up  that  seat,  until 
'  the  wished-for  return   of  our  Monarch. 

' His  IJqiinence's  elevated  character 

^  leaves  no    room    for   competition,  and 

silences  all  possible  pretensions  of  either 

natives  or  foreigners.      Spain  and    the 

Indies  \t\\\   obey  him  with  enthusiastic 

^  devotion;  all  rivalry  wHl  be  at  an  end; 

^  and  the  Spaniards  will  see  in  his  Excel- 

'  lency   a   branch  of  the  family  of  the 

^  King  whom  they  so   passionately  love. 

' ^Thc  better  to   ensure  the  success 

'  of  his  administration,  and  also  to  ease 
•  him  of  part  of  the  burden,  four  Adjuncts 
^  ought  to  be  given  him,  of  different 
'  ranks  and  professions,  provisionally  to 
'  compose  the  Government  until  the  next 
'  meeting  of  the  Cortes.  Whatever  raat- 
'  ter  comes  under  discussion,  every  ques- 
'  tiori  should  be  decided  by  a  cn^ority 
'  of  votes ;  and  they  should  swear  to  ob- 
'  serve  our  laws,  which  are  not  to  be 
^  altered  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
^  Cortes,   which  the   Government  should 

'  convene  as  circumstances   permit. 

'  Upon  this  subject,  the  Supreme  Council 
'  of  Spain  and  the  Itidies  will  prepare  its 
^  observations,  and  lay  tbem  before  the 
'  Government  as  usual.  It  is  just  and  requi- 
^  site  that  our  American  settlements  should 
'  have  a  principal  share  in  this  national 
'  body,  as  they  derive  such  strong  titles 
'  to  our  regard  from  their  fidelity,  loyal 
'  services,  donations,  attachment  to  the 
'  Km^  patriotic  zeal,  and  great  import- 
'  Riice.  This  Supreme  Tribunal  reserves 
'  to  itself  to  give  its  opinion  upon  the 
'justice  of  their  intervention,  which  it 
^  will-  do  after  the  ftaost  mature  delibera- 


»'  lion. It  is  supposed  that  the  four  in- 

"  divi duals  to  be  appointed  by  the  Su- 
"  preme  Junta  until  the  Meetmg  of  the 
"  National  Congress,  will  bear  a  higli 
"  character  for  probity,  religion,  loyalty, 
"  skill  in  their  respective  professions,  im- 
'•  partiality,  and  disinterestedness.  The 
*'  Supremo  Junta  itself,  which  they  are  to 
"  succeed  in  the  exercise  of  the  sovereign- 
"  ty,  will  secure  the  opinion  of  the  pub- 
"  lie,  and  provide  for  its  own  safety,  by 
*'  appointing  individuals  endued  with  these 
"  qualities ;  for,  if  the  persons  elected 
"  should  not  rank  htgh  in  the  public  opi- 
"  nion,  Government  would  scarcely  suc- 
'*  cced  in  suppressing  tlm  present  popular 
"  complaints  and  su  >picions.  By  so  doing, 
''  no  doubt  will  remain  ii\  the  minds  of 
"  the  people  about  the  upright  intentions 
"  of  the  Supreme  Junta  ;  the  superior 
"ones  will  cease  to,  exercise  their 
*'  powers  ;  they  will  obtain  the  applause 
*' of  the  whole  Monarchy;  and  posterity 
"  will  ever  be  grateful   for  their  Services. 

" May  it  please  your  Majesty  to  lend 

"  a  gracious  hearing  to  this  Representa- 
"  tion,  which  has  no  other  object  thaq 
"  your  Majesty's  glory,  and  the  extermi- 
"  nation  of  the  Tyrant  by  whom  we  are 

"oppressed!" The  short  and  long  of  , 

this  rigmarole  Address  is,  that  there  is,  or 
at  least,  was,  an  intrigue  going  on  for 
the  purpose  of  ousting  the  Junta,  and 
erecting,  by  degrees,  a  new  monarch, 
under  the  shew  of  a  regency.  Of  the 
character  of  this  intended  monarch  we 
shall  speak  a  little  presently  ;  but,  in  the 
meanwhile,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  no 
one,  whether  Junta  or  Council  or  Regent, 
says  a  word  about  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple.    Not  a  vvord.     Upon  that  topic  they 

are  all  as  silent  as  the  grave. As  to  tfayt 

resuU  of  all  these  intrigues  there  can  be 
no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  rational 
man ;  but,  it  is  of  some  interest  for  us  to 
mark  their  progress,  and  especially  to 
note  what  part  our  government  appears  to 
have  in  them. There  is  a  letter,  pub- 
lished in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  the 
21st  instant,  purporting  to  be  written  by 
a  Spaniard  at  Ronda,  ii^  which  Lord  Wef- 
lesley  is  said  to  te  reported  to  be  decidedly 
in  favour  of  a  Regency,  in  the  person  x>f 
the  Archbishop  of  Toledo.  The  Editor 
of  the  Morning  Chronicle  does  not  an- 
swer for  the  correctness  of  this  letter; 
but,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  Ad- 
dress of  the  SiJPREMtCouNcn^  from  which 
I  have  ^/iven  an  extraot  above,  is  dated  on 
(he  2Qih  (f  August  last,  about  a  fortnight. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


C35] 


POLITICAL  REGISTER.— Jii^iier. 


{036 


or  three  weeks,  after  the  arrival  qf  Lord 

Wcllesley  at  Seviile. Of  the  Archbishop 

of    Toledo    the    abovemeniioned    letter 

speaks  in  the  following  terms: "  No  good 

"Spaniard  will  lament  the  downfall  of  the 
."  narrow  and  impolitic  system,  which  the 
"Junta  has  so  fatally  pursued ;  and,  if  Lord 
"  Wellesley  knds  the  powerful  influence 
"  of  his  name  and  nation  for  the  restoration 
"ofoor  long  lost  liberlics,  and  the  admlt- 
"  tance  of  our  people  to  thcit*  just  and  natu- 
**  rdl  weight  in  their  own  concerns,  he  \vi|| 
"  confer  greater  obligations  on  Spain,  than 
"  she  owes  even  to  the  paunincence  of 
"your  Treasury,  or  the  valour  of  your 
"  arms. — But  alas  !  such  is  not  the  report 
"  which  has  reached  me — I  cannot,  and  I 
''will  not,  however,  believe  what  I  am 
"  told,  but  it  has  been  confidently  asserted, 
"  that  upon  the  pretext  of  concentrating 
"  authority,  it  is  Lord  Wellesley 's  inten- 
"  tion  to  force  the  Archbishop  of  Toledo 
**  upon  us  as  a  Regent.  This  would  be 
**  concentrating  authority  with  a  venge- 
**  ance,  it  would  be  concentrating  not 
"  only  the  authority,  but  the  folli/,  the 
"  bigotry,  and  the  inefficiency  of  the  Junta 
"  into  a  focus.  .  The  Conde  de  Chinchon, 
"  son  of  the  Infant  Don  Louis,  brother  of 
"  the  Princess  of  the  Peace,  and  Arch* 
"  bishop  of  Toledo  and  Seville,  is  destitute 
"  qf  every  talent^  surrounded  by  the  basest  of 
"  mankind,  and  in  every  way  calculated  to 
"  entail  ridicule  and  failure  upon  any  (Jo- 
**  vernment  committed   to   his   charge." 

Well,  and    what    of  that  ?     VVhat 

of  all  that,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  ? 
What  if  he  be  a  notorious  fool,  a  notorious 
bigot,  notoriously  inefficient;  what  if  he 
be  destitute  qf  every  talent;  what  if  he  be 
surrounded  by  the  basest  of  mankind ;  what 
if  he  would  seem  to  have  been  created 
to  the  express  purpose  of  entailing  ridi- 
cule upon  any  government  committed  to  his 
care :  what  reason  is  there  in  all  that  against 
his  being  Regei\t,  aye,  or  King,  if  need 
be  ?  I  leave  this  question  to  be  answered 
by  the  Pastry-cook  Alderman,  by  the 
place-hunting  Dixons  or  bv  any  of  the 
crew  of  holy-altar  and  life-and-fortune 
and  last-sbilnng  and  last-drop-of-blood 
men,  who  are  now  infesting  the  country 
with  their  harangues;  and  I  shall  take  my 
leave  of  the  Spaniards,  for  this  time,  with 
observing,  that,  as  it  was  foreseen  from 
the  beginning  by  me  and  by  many  others, 
there  will  be  z.  revolution ;  that  if  there  is 
to  be  a  king,  it  will  be  a  king  of  a  new 
^fnasty ;  that  the  nobility  aiid  the  opulent 
in  Spain  hay«  this  choice^  and  this  choice 


only,  a  new  government  of  the  people's 
own  making,  or  a  sovereign  set  over  them 
by  the  Emperor  of  France ;  that,  in  cither 
case,  the  change  will  be  not  only  highly 
beneficial  to  Spain,  but  to  all  the  nations, 
with  which  Spain  has  any  connection; 
and,  finally,  that  if  any  thing  had  been 
wanting  to  convince  all  rational  men, 
that  the  cause  of  the  Supreme  Junta  was 
not  the  cause  of  the  people  of  Spain,  that 
coiviction  would  have  been  produced  by 
the  recent  decrees  against  the  press,  appoint- 
ing a  Censor  on  the  news- papers,  and  a 
l*ublic  Prosecutor  to  bring  writers,  printers, 
and  book-sellers  to  what  is  called  jmtiu, 
and,  in  short,  putting  the  Spanish  press 
upon  the  same  footing  as  the  press  in  Cd' 
cutta.  While  decrees  of  this  stamp  arc 
issuing  from  Seville,  King  Joseph  is  is- 
suing from  Madrid,  decrees  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent description;  decrees  for  potting 
down  the  monkish  establishments,  and,  in 
a  word,  for  improving  the  condition  of 
the  people. 

Jubilee. There  is  every  reason  to 

suppose,  that  a  peace  is  now  concluded 
between  France  and  Austria  ;  that  is  to 
say,  that  the  lattet  has,  in  due  form,  sub- 
mitted to  the  domination  of  the  former, 
which  former,  be  it  observed,  ihc  King  has, 
upon  a  very  recent  occasion,  declared  to 
be  our  inveterate  enemy.  Well,  then,  here 
is  our  most  poweritil  friend  and  ally,  bent 
down,  at  last,  beneath  this  our  enemy. 
But,  it  is  towards  the  events,  now  naturally 
to  be  expected,  that  we  ar6  to  look ;  for, 
the  subduing  of  Austria  is,  in  fact,  the  mere 
signal  for  the  great  and  steady  proceed- 
ings against  England.  Napoleon  may 
now  be  regarded  as  having  the  whole  of 
the  continent  of  Europe  at  his  absolatc 
command,  Spain  and  Portugal  only  ex- 
cepted ;  and,  were  not  those  countries  as- 
sisted with  the  statesman-like  advice  and 
ihQ  militai'y  skill  and  provveis  of  the  Wel- 
lesley s,  to  complete  t he ij*  subjugation  would 
certainly  not  cost  him  many  months ;  nay, 
.there  are  those  who  appear  to  belicrc, 
that  both  the  noble  Marquis  and  his  brother 
the  Baron  will  find  it  their  duty  to  come 
home,  in  order  to  give  their  personal  aid 
to  their  sovereign  and  his  government,  and 
that  this  move  will  take  place  before  Na- 
poleon will  be  able  to  get  back  to  Spain. 
If  this  should  be  the  case ;  if  Spain  and 
Portugal  should  be  thus  deprived  of  the 
talents  of  the  heroes  of  Calcutta  and  Talt- 
vera,  their  doom  is  sealed  at  once.  In 
short,  when  we  see  the  Wellesleys  com* 
away,  we  may  be  sure,  that,  in  tMr  opiai(ak 
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at  least,  flie  house  is  about  to  fall.  But, 
whether  they  come  away*  or  remain,  the 
short  of  the  matter  is,  that,  with  the  ex- 
ception,'perhaps,  of  the  pensioned  poet, 
Fitzgerald,  the  editor  of  Uie  fast-sinking 
Morning  Post,  and  a  few  such  ones,  there 
is  nobmly  who  does  no!f  expect  to  see 
Joseph  Buonaparte  as  much  master^  of 
Spain  and  Portugal,  by  the  end  of  this 
year,  as  his  brother  Loui^  is  master  of  Hol- 
land, or,  as  George  the  Third  is  master  of 
Englafid.  This  being* the  general  opinion, 
a  question,  which  every  man  ought  to  piu 
to  himself  is,  shall  v{e  thru  be  able  to  defend 
oursehcs  against  this  conijucrorT  lie  will 
ha?e,  under  his  absolute  command,  every 
sea-port  in  the  world  capable  of  being 
greatly  mischievous  to  this  country  ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  he  will  have  all  the 
means  for  building  a  hundred  ships  of  ihe 
line  in  a  year.  At  the  end  of  one  year 
from  next  fchristinas,  he  will,  in  all  prpba- 
bilily,  have  two  hundred  ships  qf  the  line^fit 
to  put  to  sea.  It  is  not  more  diflficult  for 
him  to  have  a  force  like  this,  thtui  for  him 
to  march  an  army  to  Vienna ;  and,  that 
roan  roust  be  a  fool  indeed,  who  supposes, 
that  the  Conqueror  of  Europe  will  want 
inclination  to  create  such  a  force.  Indeed, 
there  is,  I  shciuld  suppose,  even  in  these 
times  of  madness,  no  one  so  mad,  so  very 
mad,  as  to  suppose,  that  the  Emperor 
Kapoleon,  when  having  finishe<l  the  con- 
quest of  the  continent,  wiU  say  to 
himself,  *'  come,  that  is  enough  ;  and, 
"I  will  not  only  leave 'England  unat- 
''  tempted,, but  will  umicabty  shake  hands 
"  with  her,  and  leave  her  in  quiet  pos- 
'"  session  of  those  means,  which  she  has 
"  so  frequently  employed  for  the  stirring 
"  up  of  other  nations  against  me,  and  for 
^  the  putting  down  me  and  all  my  familj^*' 
No:  even  the  Dixons  and  their  pastry- 
cook co-operator;  nay,  I  hardly  believe, 
that  poet  Fitzgerald  is  so  execrably  stupid 
as  to  suppose  this.  No  :  that  man  must 
be  staring  mad.  who  docs  not  see,  that 
the  seHoos  warfare  between  England 
and  France  is  only  now  beginning  ;  that 
it  is  no\r  the  beginning  of  dangers  ;  that 
all  former  and  present  dangers  are  trifling 
compared  to  those  which  are  now  abont 


of  sense  mast  be  convinced,  and  yet  this 
is  the  time  when  we  are  told  to  hold  a 
national  Jubilee  ;  when,  even  on  this  very 
day,  on  which  Pam  writing  this  article, 
all  the  means  of  intoxication  have  been 
applied  to  the  thoughtless  part  of  the 
people ;  and,'  as  if  we  wcra  in  love  with 


warlike  failure  and  disgrace,  we  answer 
with  cannonades  of  joy,  those  which 
the  enemy,  from  the  opposite  coast,  is 
flripg  in  token  of  the  completion  of  a 
peace  won  by  his  skill  and  valour,  while 
we  have  betore  our  eyes  the  miserable 
adventures  upon  the  Scheldt  and  the 
Tajjus.  Wc  appear  to  have  lost  all  shame  ; 
to  be  so  far  from  that  sheepish  people, 
that  we  were  formerly  thought,  that  we 
may  now  with  much  more  propriety  be- 
come famous  for  our  senseless  impuaence. 
The  poet,  when  he  drew  the  character  of 
Bohadil,  made  him  hang  down  his  head 
alter  having  taken  a  drubbing  ;  for>  he  did 
not  suppose  that  it  was  in  human  nature  for 
a  boaster  to  continue  on  in  his  boastings  ; 
and  that,  too,  with  an  increase  of  brass, 
after  having  become  notoriously  a  beaten 
thing.  Look  at  the  Scheldt;  look  at  the 
banks  of  the  Tagus ;  look  at  the  droves  of 
English  prisoners  of  war,  who  are,  at  this 
very  moment,  traversing  France  on  their 
way  to  a  prison ;  I  dp  not  say,  look  back* 
but  look  at  what  is,  on  this  very  day,  and 
then  tell  pie,  if  yDu  believe,  that  any  nation 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth  ever  thought 
^f  a  Jubilee  under  such   circumstances. 

It  is,  however,  fitting  that  it  should  be 

known,  that  the  nation,  properly  so  called; 
that  is,  thatthe  5^775^  of  the  nation  disap- 
proves of  this  measure*.  It  appears,  from  a 
letter,  published  by  the  Mayor  of  Ghis- 
gow,  that  junderhand  means  to  feel  the 
pulses  ofcoiporate  bodies,  as  to  the  keeping 
of  a  Jubilee,  were  resorted  to  so  early 
as  about  the  middle  of  August.  The 
Jews  and  Contractors  in  the  City  were 
the  first  (^)enly  to  propose  the  thing, 
and,  as  the  public  wnl  bear  in  mind,  the 
proposition  was  as  openly  opposed  by  every 
sound  and  sensible  man  in  the  Common 
Council.  Grand  dinners  and  feastings 
amongst  the  rich  contractors  and  jobbers 
were,  at  first,  the  intention  ;  but,  fear  soon 
suggested,  amongst  these  gentry,  the  by« 
pocritical  pretence  of  a  destre  to  relieve  the 
poor;  jest  as  if  they  coald  not,  if  they  bad 
been  so  disposed,  have  relieved  the  ^poor 
on  any  other  day,  as  Tvell  as  on  the  25th 

of  October,  IbOO. ^Thus  the  thing  ori- 

ginared,  and  that  the  main  object  of  the 


to  menace  us:  of  this  truth   every  man  ..Jews  and  Contractot^  was  to  amt6e  the 


people,  to  keep  them,  as  long  as  pos- 
sible, from  seeing  their  real  situation,  there 
can  be  no  doubt. — There  is  a  roan  of  the 
name  ofDrummond,  who  is,  it  appears,  the 
commandant  of  a  corps  of  Volunteers  in 
Westminster,  called  the  Prince  of  Wales's 
Loyal  Volunteers,  who  hMfublishid^  ^t> 
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>r  Order,  "to  his  corps,  iti  which  he 
ly  imputes  disloi/alty  to  every  one  of 
orp%  who  intentionally  is  absent  fit>m 
le  on  that  day.  This  man,  who  is,  it 
d,  the  king's  banker,  has  said  no  more 
others:  and,  the  fact  is,  that,  either 
rect  or  indirect  terms,  the  Jews,  Job- 
Contractors,  Nabobs,  Pensioiners,  and 
:ure-placeinen,  \Vho  have  put  them- 
s  forward  upi3n  this  occasion,  have 
^ed  with  dislc^Uy  all  those  who  dis- 
t>ved  of  the  mu^urc,  which  charge,  if 
re  not  false,  woiild  be  dreadfully  omi- 
to  tl»e  royal  family  ;  for,  I  will  ven- 
to  say,  that  the  measure  is  decidedly 
•proved  of  by  those  who  possess  nino 
red  and  ninety  nine  parts  out  of  every 
iand  of  the  sense,  the  talents,  the  vir- 

ind  the  property  of  the  country. 

e  is  to  be  a  grand  naval  mid  jnituary 
Mion,  it  seems,  when  we  haTc  already 
imes  a>^  many  admirals,  perhaps,  as 
mployed,  and  when  we  have  niorc  ge- 
,  than  Buonaparte  has.  These  newly 
lOted  people  will,  of  course,  rejoice; 
so  will  the  sailors  who  are  to  have  a 
e  alloxirmce  of  diink ;  and  so  wilLthe 
j^rs  who  are  to  be  relcasedfrom  dungi^ons 
ails;  and  so  will  all  those,  who,  at 
x pence  of  others,  are  to  he  crammed  and 
drunk,  and  w.  >  will  sing  and  bawl 
le  praises  of  those  who  stuff  and  who 

:h  them. To  read  the  accounts  in 

lews-papers,  to  read  the  exultatit^pjs  at 
•rospcct  of  the  feeding  and  drinking 
3  day,  foreigners  must  look  upon  us 
iving  lived  upon  hips  and  haws  for  the 
orty-nine  years.  We  appear  te  be  a 
le,  a  very  great  part  of  whom  are 
illy  starving.  We  seem  to  be  prepar- 
ne  single  meal  of  victuals  and  drink  for 
:ing*s  subjects,  as  it  were  by  way  of 
ng  up  for  a  lifo  of  starvation  ;  and, 
i  these  fed  people  set  up  a  sfkoutingfcr 
t  feeling  the  ejects  qf  a  belly-full,  we  are 
oclaim  it  to  the  world  as  a  proof  of 
nal  loyalty;  and*  what  is  more,,  as  a 
■  of  the  people's  having  been  happy, 
ig  enjoyed  prosperity,  for  the  last  forty 

years ! To  be  added  to  thrs,  and 

c  grand  naval* and  military  promo- 
there  is  but  one  thing  wanting, 
that  is  a  new  swarm  of  knights  to 
h  those  made  uppn  the  occasion  oi' 
Kiciiolspn.  This  would-  render  the 
quite  complete,  and,  therefore,  it  is 
It  should  he  left  out,  A  set  o^  Jubilee 
(s,  scattered  over  the  country,  would 


be  the  thing,  of  all  others,  wherewiih  to 

crown    the  wiiole  transaction. In  the 

mean  while,  Buonaparte  keeps  steadily  on. 
We  cannot  shout  him  down.  We  caimot, 
with  all  our  Coasting  and  toasting,  turn 
him  aside  from  any  one  of  his  objects. 
While  those  who  fatten  upon  the  taxL's 
hell,  are  giving  the  ignorant  and  the 
hungry  victuals  and  drink,  in  oitler  to 
make  them  shout  for  joy,  whole  nations, 
unbought  with  either  bread  or  beer,  are 
proclaiming  their  admiration  of  our  enemy. 
He,  ril  warrant  him,  will  make  no  JubHee 
Knights;  nor  will  he,  unless  he  should 
want  them  for  real  services,  add  to  the 
number  of  those  persons,  who  are  already 
a  heavy  expence  to  his  people. 1  re- 
member very  well,  that,  when  Buonaparte's 
coronation  toolc  place,  our  newspapers 
ascribed  all  the  rejoicings  at  Paris  to  tk 
means  used  by  the  govcrntnent.  Oh  !  bow 
they  abused  the  new  Emperor  for  pur- 
chasing the  shouts  of  the  ignorant  and 
venal  with  the  money  wrung  from  the  sen- 
sible and  hcmest  and  industrious  part  of 
the  French  nation:  How  refjeateoly  and 
how  sincerely  did  they  pity  the  good  people 
of  that  country,  who  were,  as  they  said, 
compelled  to  put  on  a  face  of  joy,  while 
their  hearts  were  fidi  of  grief!  And,  iybo 
can  have  forgotten,  that  within  these  HX 
weeks,  they  attributed  the  general  iffo- 
mination  at  Madrid,  and  even  the  TeDoiM 
sung  in  the  churches,  to  the  flails,  the  sdf' 
ishness,  or  the  kypocri^  of  the  people,  who 

partook  in  it. Well,  then,    will  they 

no^-y  repeat,  that  th«  rejoicings  at  Madrid 
were  the  effects  of  the  basest  of  all  humaa 
feelings }  Will  they  noty  assert,  as  boldly 
as  before,  that  it  was  blasphemy  to  siujr 
the  Te  Deum  upon  such  an  occasion  ?  I 
think  they  will  now  be  a  little  more  cau- 
tious how  they  speak  upon  the  subject  of 
those  rejoicings,  which  take  place  in  ho- 
nour of  other  sovereigns -I  shall  now 

have  done  with  this  Jubilee,  which  has 
been  attended  with  this  good,  at  any  rate, 
it  has  led  to  discussions,  by  the  means  of 
which  the  people  of  this  country,  who  arc 
always  too  ready  to  forget,  have  been  re- 
minded'of  many  things,  many  acts  and 
events  of  the  king's  reign,  which  had  sunk 
into  oblivion  amidst  the  uproar  of  the  last 
seventeen  years,  and  which,  added  ta  tb« 
acts  and  events  of  those  seventeen  year^ 
cannot  fail,  in  due  time,  to  produce  exo^ 
lent  effects. 

ColeshiU,  Wednesday,  25  (kt.  1S09. 
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TO  WILLIAM  BOSVILLE,  ESa 

Dear  Sib; 

Few  things  have  given  me  greater 
pWaaure  ilim  to  he  ^r,  th  it  you  resisted 
the  mand  iii*s  of  the  venal  crew,  on  the 
night  of  wha.  they  called  a  day  of  J«- 
bilte,  and,  in  spi*e  of  the  yells  of  their 
rfrenched  mob',  r  onsisting  chiefly  of  Jews 
and  foreigners,  refused  to  be  .guilty  of  that 
basest  of  ail  acts,  nan'cly.the  exhibiting  of 
signs  of  joy  while  ('>eing  a  true  friend  to 
your  country)  sorrow  and  shame  were  at 
the  bottom  of  your  heart.  Yes,  it  would, 
iiideed,  have  been  a  cruel  mortification  to 
hear,  that,  from  any  motive  whatever,  and 
dpecially  from  the  begj^^rly  motive  of 
saving  a  few  pounds  in  glass,  you,  who, 
perhaps  of  all  men  Iivin«;  prove  by  your 
practice,  that  you  best  kno^v  thi»  red  use 
of  money,  and  whose  abhorrence  of  hy- 
pocrisy is  proverbial  amongst  all  those 
'v|)f'(ave  the  honour  to  know  yon;  it 
IftwM,*  itnJecd,  have  been  a  cruel  mo  \!P- 
cation  to  hear,  that  you  should,  oii  any 
account  that  can  be  named  or  tfioujjht  or^ 
have  been  induced  to  give  the  proceedings 
of  that  day  the  semblance  of  your  approba- 
tion; and,  I.mast  confess,  that,  of  all  the 
mnneroas  proofs  of  good  sense,  iii depend- 
ence of  mind,  public  spirit,  and  a  contempt 
of  hypocrisy,  which  have  appeared  upon 
this  occasion,  none  has  given  me  so  much 
satisfaction  as  to  hear  that  your  hospitable 
dwelling  became  an  object  of  the  violence 
of  a  hc^,  whoge  attachment  and  whose 
services  bad  been  purchased  with  offal  from 
the  shambles,  and  with  dregs  from  the 
cellar,  to  fill  whose  bellies  and  to  turn 
whose  brains  a  robbery  had  been  com- 
mitt^  upon  the  dogs  and  the  hogs. 

Of  my  sentiments,  relative  to  the  keep- 
ing of  a  Jubilee  upon  account  of  the  king's 
hafing  entered  on  the  fiftieth  year  of  his 
'^ign?  you  are,  through  the  pages  of  the 
Register,  already  put  in  possession.  Here, 
therefore,  I  shall  content  myself  with  a  iew 
observations  uJ>on  the  manner  of  the.cele- 
h^ion,  and  on  certain  remarkable  in- 
cidents, which  ocight,  while  they  are  firesh 
OL  our  memory,  to  be  put  upon  record. 
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And,  first,  pray  notice  the  trick,  resorted 
to,  in  order  to  excite  a  shoruin^^,  ai}d  other 
signs  of  joy  a  longst  the  ptvpie.  You  will 
remember,  that,  whc  n  any  oije,  no  matter 
ivliom,  or  upon  what*  ground,  has  stood 
forward  in  defence  of  popular  rights  and 
privileges,  though  those  rights  and  privi- 
leges are  clearly  established  by  the  con- 
stitution, such  person  has,  by  those  who 
have  now  called  for  a  Jubilee,  always 
been  represented  as  a  courter  jof  the  mob  ; 
as  appealing  to  the  passions  of  the  people, 
and  not  to  their  reason ;  as  a  demagogue, 
^vhose  ol^ject  it  was  to  seduce  the  ignorant 
crowd  by  flat^erin;^  their  vanity,  and  fill- 
ing their  heads  witU  false  notions  of  their 
or.i  importaiicc.  Well,  now,  then,  let  • 
ttie^e  hij^h-n'  y^^d  cj^'utlemen,  who  have 
talked  so  protiMy  a.-^^  Mnst  flattering  the  mob 
into  an  adoptirm  ot  (  no's  views;  let  them 
tell  us,  what,  if  it  be  base  to  flatter  the 
mob  into?a  ap;^rol)^tion  of  one's  doctrines ; 
if  that  bt  an  act  of  baseiicas ;  if  it  be  an 
a;.t.  of  .•a*^^  \ess  to  obtain  the  phmiits  of 
til*  c5MHnf  u  i.coplehy  the  means  of  words; 
if  that  be  an  act  of  baseness,  let  them  tell 
us  how  we  shall  characterize  the  condoct 
of  those,  who  have  purchased,  actually  bar- 
gained for  and  bought,  the  shouts  of  the 
half-starved  people,  not  with  flattery,  not 
with  empty  words,  but  with  food  and 
drink  ;  who  have  clubbed  their  pounds  for 
the  purpose  of  bribing  those,  who  wanted  a 
meal,  to  ptif^up  shout*  ^^  joy  for  the7>ro5- 
periit/,  in'  wh?ch  they  have  lived,  and  are 
still  living.  Keally  the  storv  you  told  me, 
during  our  journey  from  floniton,  about 
the  fellows  whom  you  saw  in  Morocco, 
hardly  comes  up  to  this.  The  Jews,  Con- 
tractors, Pensioners  lyithout  services.  Sine- 
cure Placemen,  Nabobs,  and  -the  rest  of  the 
tribe,  who  set  the  Jubilee  on  foot,  and  whom, 
to  prevent  repetition,  we  may  as  well  call 
the  Jubilee  crew :  These  people  have  the 
impudence  to  pretend,  that  it  was  proper 
for  the  people  to  rejoice  on  the  25th  of 
October,  because  they  were  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  prosperity;  but,  you  perceive,  that 
they  were  not  content  to  leave  this  proS" 
verity  to  produce  the  wished-for  shouts. 
If  tKe  people  felt  the««cl.ves^«(5^g|^g|^ 
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they  bad  enjoyed,  and  were  enjoying^  Mu:h 
prosperity  as  to  call  for  a  Jubilee,  they  would, 
of  course,  rejoice,  they  would  sing  and 
dance  and  shout,  without  being  fed  and 
drenched  by  way  of  hire  to  sing,  dance, 
and  shout.  Of  the  particular  time  the 
mass  oi'  the  people  might,  indeed,  be  ig- 
norant ;  but;  then,  it  was  easy  to  inform 
them  of  that ;  and,  if  they  felt  an  incli- 
nation to  rejoice,  they  would,  of  course, 
have  rejoiced.  But,  the  hypocrites  knew 
the  situation  of  the  people  too  well  to  ex- 
pect them  to  put  up  voluntary  shouts  of 
joy  ;  and,  therefore,  they,  as  the  least  of 
two  evils,  resolved  upon  purchasing  those 
shouts  ;  so  that,  as  the  thing  now  stands, 
those,  to  whom  the  gift  of  a  single  meal 
of  food  and  drink  was  an  object  worth  so- 
licitation; aye,  those  very  wretches  are 
said  to  have  ibouted  for  joy  on  account  of 
4he  prosperity  they  have  enjoyed  and  are  still 
enjoying.  As  to  the  people  of  England,  pro- 
perly so  called,  the  Jubilee  crew  knew  very 
well  that  it  was  useless  to  appeal  to  them. 
They,  therefore,  addrea^d  themselves  to 
the  ttvekx  hundred  thousand  miserable  crea- 
tures, called  paupers ;  to  these  they  ten- 
dered their  offal  and  their  dirty  drink ;  to 
these  they  tendered  that  rarity,  that  lux- 
ury, a  belly -full ;  and,  it  is  to  the  shout* 
of  these  poor  ci*eatures,  thus  purchased, 
that  they  bid  us  refer  for  a  knowledge  of 
the  public  sentiment.  Sentiment,  indeed ! 
Aye,  if,  like  Congreve's  soldier,  their 
brains  lie  in  their  belly,  these  wretched 
beings  may,  upon  this  occasion,  be  said 
to  have  given  utterance  to  their  sentiments. 
Talk  of  Paine's  sedvcing  the  ignorant  ! 
What  did  he  give  them  in  exchange  for 
their  plaudits  ?  Men  of  honest  minds  count 
it  very  base  to  purchase,  at  an  election  or 
el5e where,  the  shouts  of  those  who  are 
willing  to  sell  them  for  food  and  drink ; 
but,  the  case  of  the  Jubilee  has  this  aggra- 
vated circumstance  belonf^ing  to  it,  that 
the  poor  wretches  necessarily  expose  them- 
selves to  tlic  charge  of  falshood  and  hy- 
pocrisy. The  n.an,  who  shouts  at  an 
election,  may,  by  bi^re  possibility,  be  sin- 
cere, and  may  utter  well-merited  praise. 
Bat,  the  creature,  who  is  in  want  qf  a  meal ; 
for,  observe,  the  Jubilee  subtcriptions  were 
for  the  purpose  oi  feeding  the  poor ;  the  re- 
ceiver, the  feaster,  the  convive,  must,  to  en- 
title him  to  a  seat  at  the  festive  board,  be  in 
.want  q£  a  meal ;  and,  this  wretch,  whose 
Tery  presence  upon  the  occasion  implies 
that  be  lives  a  life  of  almost  starvation, 
shouts  for  joy  for  the  prosperity  he  has  en- 
joyed and  is  still  enjoyinj.    Tbere  have. 


of  late  years,  so  many  things  taken  plicc, 
degrading  to  the  character  of  this  country, 
that  one  cannot  say,  without  much  time 
for  reflection,  which  of  them  is  the  mtt 
so  ;  but.  the  least  so,  certainly  is  not  this 
subscription, (from  the  purses  of  those,who, 
in  one  way  or  another,  live  upon  the  taxes,) 
for  the  purpose ;  for  the  openly  avowed 
purpose,  of  giving  the  people  a  meal  of  vic- 
tuals and  drink ;  and,  as  if  it  were  a  sub- 
ject of  great  national  pride,  our  hireling 
prints  announce  to  the  world,  that  Eng- 
lishmen have,  for  once,  for  once  in  tha 
long  reign,  had  a  belly  full.  What  i 
subject  for  national  exultation !  And,  as  if 
this  did  not  render  the  mixture  of  folly 
and  baseness  complete,  these  tame  prints, 
and  also  the  crew  by  whom  they  are  paid, 
are  continually  reminding  us  of  our  happy 
state,  compared  to  that  qfthe  people  qf  other 
countries.  Nay,  one  of  the  specific  topics 
of  rejoicing  is,  that  we  are  much  more 
happy  than  other  nations  are ;  and  yet,  in 
the  very  same  breathy  we  proclaim,  that 
there  are  thousands  and  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  our  countrymen,  who  are  in 
want  of  a  meal ;  to  whom  the  fift  of  a 
single  meal  of  victuals  is  an  object  of 
importance  ;  with  whom  to  have  bad 
a  belly-full  will  become  a  mpnorable 
epoch. 

Upon  an  occasion  like  the  Jubilee,  it 
would  have  been  stranga  indeed,  if  any 
one  of  the  pensioned  rhyme-makers,  and 
still  more  strange  if  that  indefatigable 
grinder  of  doggerel,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  had 
been  silent.  The  stuff,  which  has,  within 
these  three  w-ieks,  been  poured,  I  had 
almost  said  puked,  out  upon  the  public,  in 
the  form  of  verse,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Jubilee,  would  add  to  the  disgrace  of  any 
nation  upon  earth,  England  only  ex- 
cepted .  The  song  of  "  God  save  the  King" 
that  piece  of  clumsy  and  stupid  flattery, 
without  one  poetical  thougl^t  or  elegant 
expression,  has,  1  perceive;,  been  sung  in 
many  qf  the  churches,  whose  congrega- 
tions have,  in  this  respect,  become  the 
rivals  of  the  Co  vent  Garden  row.  But, 
the  pieces,  written  for  the  occasion  of 
the  Jubilee,  are  infinitely  more  fulsoinei 
more  gross,  and,  if  possible,  more  stapid, 
than  that  song  :  and,  in  no  other  country 
upon  earth  would  there  have  been  found 
men  so  shameless  as  to  cive  them  circolft- 
tion  in  print.  I  have,  however,  noticed 
these  effusions  of  stupidity  and  base- 
ness only  for  the  parpose  of  shewinc 
the  falsehood  of  a  part  of  cue  of  them,  and 
I  am  desirous  of  exposing  that  (alielMo4» 
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because  it  relates  to  a  fact  of  some  po- 
Ktical  importance,  and  with  respect  to 
which  CTeal  pains  have  been  taken  to 
mislead,  deceive,  and  abuse  that  part  of 
the  people,  who  are  not,  and  cannot  be 
expected  to  be,  well-informed  upon  such 
matters. To  those  who  were  the  pro- 
posers of  the  Jubilee,  the  question  was 
put :  "  What  has  been  done,  during  this 
•*  long  rei^n,  in  favour  oftkejrcedom  of  the 
**  ^opk  f*  It  was  easy  to  point  out  how 
much  had  been  done  against  that  freedom  ; 
and,  after  long  consuhation,  the  advocates 
for  the  Jubilee  discovered,  that,  during  the 
present  reign,'  that  Act  was  passed,  which 
"  rendered  the  Judges  independent  of 
"  the  crown/'  It  would  be  easy  to  shew, 
that  the  crown  can,  at  all  times,  bestow, 
by  promotion  at  least,  great  favours  upon 
any  of  the  Judg^,  nor,  if  every  thing  else 
be  right,  especially  if  the  people  be  fairly 
and  fully  represented  in  parliament,  do 
I  think  that,  if  it  could  be  done,  such 
power  ought  to  be  taken  from  the  king. 
But,  the  thing,  alluded  to,  is  of  a  very 
different  nature  indeed.  The  Judges 
Jomcrly  held  their  places  during  the  plea- 
«atqf  the  king  ;  that  is  to  say,  he  could, 
at  any  time,  without  cause  assigned,  put 
anyone  ofthernout  of  his  place,  in  the 
same  manner  as  an  officer  of  the  army. 
^bw  the  kiug  cannot  do  that ;  for,  by  an 
(express  statute,  the  Judges  hold  their 
places  during  good  behaviour,  and  of  that 
good  behaviour  the  king  is  not  the  sole 
jodje.  In  short,  a  Judge  cannot  noyr  be 
displaced,  unless  upon  proof,  and  very 
satisfactory  proof,  too,  ct  his  having  been 
guilty  of  that  which  renders  him  un- 
worthy of  bis  high  and  important  station, 
*nd  upon  the  address    of  both    Plouses 

of  parliament. This  was  a  great  thing 

done  in  favour  of  the  real  liberty  of  the 
people  ;  a  very  great  thing  indeed  ;  and 
accordingly,  the  pensioned  poet,  Fitzge- 
rald, thus  revives  the  memory  of  it  in 
Ws"  Out  for  the  RoyalJubil^e/'  published 
JJthe  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  20th  of 
October,  and  hawked  about  the  streets  of 
wndon  on  the  day  before. 

"  The  iipria^ht  Judges  of  the  Laa^, 
!  **  Prom  Worldly  Influence!  free, 

"  Were  rtiafte  by  his  benign  Command  ; 

/*  The  rarest  Ptedge  of  Ubeity  ! 

"  T^  Ad  alone  fiod^ars  his  Name, 

"  Beyood  the  Pfkte  of  Cressy'a  fame ! 
1      *'  By  this  our  Ktgbts  are  made  secure, 

**  And  the  deep  Spring  of  Justice  pore  !*• 
*8tthi8  should  not  be  clearly  compre- 
«nded  by  every  reader,  the  poet  has  put 
Kto  a  note,  the  following  explaaation: 


*'  The  first   act    of  his  present  Ufajesty's 
••  reign  was^  to  render  the  Judges  independent 

"  qf  the  crown/* Now,    the  whole  of 

this,  poetry  as  well  as  prose,  is  an  unmixed 
falsehood ;  and,  seeing  that  it  must  have 
been  written  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving 
the  people,  and,  of  course,  of  answering 
a  bad  end,  it  is  what  Paley  denomi- 
nates "  A  LIE."  There  is  not  a  word  of 
truth  in  it  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  ; 
it  is  as  false  as  it  would  be  to  say,  that 
the  kinff  came  down  from  Heaven  in  a 
coach,  drawn  by  eight  cream  coloured 
horses.  It  is,  in  short, 'a  downright  We, 
and  nothing  can  make  it  either  more  or 
less.  ■  The  Act  in  question  was  that 
famous  act  of  parliament,  commonly 
called  the  Act  op  Settlement,  and  this 
act  was  passed  in  the  Titb  and  13th 
year  of  the  reign  of  Kino  William  111, 
and  in  the  year  1700,  a  hundred  and 
i^ine  years  ogo,  before  any  of  the  family 
of  Brunswick  came  to  the  throne  of 
this  kingdom. — ^-The  tvcenty  third  act, 
passed  in  the  reign  of  the  present  king, 
made  a  provision  about  the  Judges'  com- 
missions in  case  of  the  death  qfa  king; 
because,  upon  such  occasions,  all  com- 
mits* ons  giantcd  by  the  king  dies  with 
him,  and  must  be  renewed  by  his  sue- 
cessor,  or  else  they  cease.  The  com- 
missions of  the  Judges  had,  without  any 
exception,  been  renewed  by  all  the  suc- 
ceeiling  sovereigns  from  William  III.  to 
George  111;  but,  in  order  to  put  the 
matter  at  rest  for  ever,  it  was  enacted,  at 
the  time  referred  to,  that,  at  the  death  of  a 
king,  the  commissions  of  the  Judges  should 
not  need  renewing.  That  was  alL  This 
king  gave  up  not  one  fraction  of  Ait  power  ; 
an  act  was  passed  that  took  away  the 
bare  possibility  of  an  exercise  of  a  little 
kingly  power  ;  but,  it  took  that,  not 
froin  this  king,  but  from  his  successor.  In- 
deed, it  is  notorious,  that  this  act  of  par- 
liament had  nothing  at  all  to  do  in  ren- 
dering the  Judges  independent  of  the 
crown  ;  and,  of  course,  that  the  whole 
of  poet  Fitzgerald's  assertion,  prose  and 
verse,  is  a  gross  falsehood,  intended  to 
impose  upon  that  part  of  the  people,  who 
cannot  be  expected  to  have  an  intimate 

acquaintance  with  such  matters. Has 

it  never  struck  you,  as  a  matter  of  wonder, 
how  these  deceivers,  these  political  im- 
postors, can  look  one  another  in  the  face  f 
It  is  Voltaire,  I  believe,  who  observes, 
that  *he  wonders  how  two  monks  can 
pass  one  another  in  the  street  without 
,  bursting  oat  into  laughter.  But,  manyif^ 
»2,  .^ 
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the  monks  are  themselves  the  dupes  of 
the  imposture  which  they  assist  in  sup- 
porting ;  whereas  our  political  impostors 
cannot  possibly  be  ignorant  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  deceptions  they  practise. 
That  they  should  write  and  print  and 
circulate  barefaced  falsehoods  is  not  won- 
derful; that,  When  these  falsehoods  are 
detected  and  exposed,  they  should  again 
publish  them  as  admitted  truths  ;  that 
they  should  be  base  enough  to  rely  for 
success  upon  the  ignorance  of  those 
amongst  whom  their  falsehoods  are  in- 
tended to  circulate  ;  that  every  one  of 
these  impostors  should  do  all  this  is  by 
no  means  wonderful  ;  but,  really,  how 
any  two  or  more  of  them  can  meet,  look 
one  another  in  the  face,  and  even  hold 
council  as  to  the  best  means  of  effecting 
their  purposes,  is  wonderful  even  to  me, 
who  have  so  long  been  in  the  habit  of 
examining  their  conduct,  and  exposing 
their  detestable  manoeuvres.  Only  think 
of  the  state  of  mind,  into  which  they  must 
have  fallen  before  they  could  meet  and 
deliberate  upon  the  lie  most  likely  to  suc- 
ceed, and  upon  the  means  of  circulation 
most  cheap  and  extensive.  Only  think 
of  that.  When  you  have  thought  of  it, 
am  sure  you  will  be  satisfied,  that  the 
human  mind  can  conceive   nothing  too 

base  for  such    men  to  attempt The 

wretched  poetaster,  who  has  led  me  into 
these  remarks,  would  have  performed  but 
half  his  task,  if  he  had  not  preferred  the 
charge  oi disloyalty  against  all  those  who 
refused  to  join  in  the  act  of  hypocrisy 
which  he  was  celebrating.  Accordingly 
he  says : 

"  If  there's  »  Trnttor  in  the  lanrf : 

•*  Who  will  not  raise  for  George  his  hand  ; 

**  Whose  heart  malignant  grieves  to  see 

**  All  England  rise  in  Jubilee  ! 

•'  Let  the  detested  Monster  find, 

*'  Some  cavern  blacker  than  his  mind  ! 

"  There  let  him  waste  his  life  away, 

"  Nor  with  bis  presence  blast  this  day." 

So,  you  see,  that  you,  who  refused  to  put 
a  single  candle  in  your  windows,  and,  of 
course,  who  did  not  '*  raise  your  hand  for 
George,*'  on  that  day,  are,  according  to 
this  pensioned  poetaster,  a  "  traitor"  and  a 
"  detested  f?toristcr;*'  and  this  wretch,  whose 
very  bread  comes,  in  part,  out  of  your 
estates,  has  the  impudence  to  send  you  to 
waste  your  life  away  in  some  black  and 
dismal  cavern.  Verily,  if  your  heart  were 
no  truer  to  your  country  than  the  heart  of 
this  impudent  pensioner,  you  would,  when 
you  saw  yourself  thus  insulted  by  those 


whom  the  government  compels  you  to  feed, 
care  very  little  indeed  wJiat  happened,  or 
whose  authority  prevailed,  so  tiiat  you 
could  but  obtain  vengeance  upon  those, 

from  whom  such  insolence  proceeded. 

The  "  Ode,"  as  it  is  called,  upon  which  I 
have  been  ottering  you  some  remarks,  was, 
it  seems,  recited  at  a  dinner  of  the  31cr- 
chants  and  Bojilcers  of  London,  at  wiiose 
dinner,  many  of  the  ministers,  and  of  the 
leading  men  of  both  factions,  attended. 
It  is  said,  too,  that  the  Ode  was  received 
with  tmiversal  approhaiion.  Let  the  world 
judge,  then,  of  the  character  of  those,  who 
could  bestow  their  approbation.  First, 
upon  so  vile  and  gross  a  falsehood  as  that 
which  I  have  noticed  above  ;  and,  Seconi>- 
LY,  upon  an  assertion,  according  to  which 
every  man,  who  disapproved  of  the  Jubi- 
lee, was  a  *•  traitor"  and  a  "  detested  suw- 
"  ster."  The  persons,  present  upon  this 
occasion,  knew  well  not  only  that  the  mea- 
sure of  holding  a  Jubilee  had  been  dis- 
tinctly disapproved  of  by  many  persons  at 
public  meetings,  held  even  in  the  city  of 
London ;  not  only  did  they  know  this  full 
well,  but  they  knew  also,  that,  in  the  whole 
kingdom,  there  were  not,  in  all  likelihood, 
one  hundred  men  of  sense,  who  did  not,  in 
their  hearts,  decidedly  disapprove  of  the 
thing ;  that  there  was  scarcely  one,  who 
took  any  active  part  in  promoting  it,  who 
was  not  actuatea  by  some  selfish  motive ; 
that  the  shouts  put  up  by  the  rabble,  were 
actually  bought  with  bread,  meat,  beer, 
apd  cin;  and,  in  short,  that  the  whole  thing 
was  invented  purely  with  a  view  of  revtr- 
ing,  or  exciting,  if  possible,  a  set  of  feel- 
ings in  the  popular  breasl,  which  Jeelin^ 
might  save  as  a  counterpoise  to  other  feelhgh 
excited  by  recent  evaits  and  disclosures,  ani 
which  latter  feelings  werq,  it  was  perceiv- 
ed, making  their  way  deep  into  the  minds 
of  even  the  least  informed  part  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  Jubilee  men  at  Merchant  Tay- 
lor's Hall  knew  all  this  very  well,  at  the 
moment  that  they  were  cheering  the  pen- 
sioned poetaster's  charge  of  treason  against 

such  men  as  Mr.  Waithman  and  you. 

At  first  sight,  it  appears  strange,  that,  when 
it  is  their  business  to  make  the  world,  and 
especially  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  beliete 
that  the  nation  is  unaninwus  on  tlieir  side, 
they  should  let  any  thijig  drop,  which 
amounts  to  a  confession,  that  there  are 
people,  who' think  dillerently  from  them- 
selves, and,  in  fact,  who,  as  you  and  I  do, 
very  anxiously  desire  to  see  them  put 
down.  One  would  suppose,  that  they 
would  take  all  possible  pains  to  disguiit 
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this  fact;  and  so  they  would,  if  they  did 
notlove  themselves  much  better  than'their 
cause.  Regular  mole-catchers  will  never 
catch  in  breeding-time  ;  and  rat-catchers  of 
eminence  hold  it  to  be  a  pity  to  kiW  females 
with  young.  For  reasons  similar  to  those 
by  which  th^se  regular  tradesmen  are 
actuated,  and  which  are  too  obvious  to  be 
pointed  out,  tiie  Jubilee creiv,  the  regular- 
traders  in  An:i-J^cobinism  and  loyalty, 
take  special  care  to  lose  no  opportunity 
that  oilers  itself  of  inculcating  a  belief, 
that  there  are  jacobins  and  traitors  in  the 
country,  it  is  true,  that Tn  whatever  de- 
gree they  are  believed,  they  give  encou- 
ragetnent  to  the  foreign  enemy ;  but, 
though  they  do  not  wish  to  assist  that 
enemy,  became  it  is  not  to  be  believed  that 
he,  il  he  became  master  of  the  country, 
would  gixfe  them  so  much  for  doin^  nothing  as 
they  now  get ;  though  they  do  not  wish  to 
assist  that  enemy,  they  wish  to  live  upon 
the  public  ;  and  it  is  upon  the  ground  that 
the  king  has  enemies  at  home,  and  upon 
that  ground  alone,  that  tht;y  can  pretend 
to  any  merit  in  being  his  ''friends/*  or,  in- 
deed, that  they  can  justify  the  use  of  that 
appellation.  How  often  has  it  been  thus, 
and  bow  many  thrones  have  been  over- 
turned, in  great  part,  at  least,  from  this 
cause !  It  is  in  courts  and  governments  as 
in  private  life  :  is  there  a  base  insinuating 
knave,  who,  for  his  own  selfish  purposes, 
wishes  to  be  thought  the  friend  of  a  man 
capable  of  doing  him  service ;  the  first 
thing  he  does  is  to  make  that  man  believe 
that  he  has  enanies.  The  persons,  thus 
misrepresented,  in  consequence  of  being 
considered  and  treated  as  enemies,  do,  in 
time,  become  enemies  in  reality  ;  and,  as 
they  have  justice  on  their  side,  it  is  ten  to 
one,  that,  in  the  end,  they  triumph,  and 
that  he  who  has  been  flattered  mto  an 
abuse  of  his  power  experiences  the  morti- 
fication, or  the  actual  punishment,  due  to 
his  folly  and  his  injustice.  How  often,  in 
all  ranks  of  life,  public  and  private,  have 
we  seen  this  verified  ! 

Without  supposing  the  Jubilee  crew  to 
have  been  actuated  by  motives  of  this 
selfish  description,  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
account  for  their  placard  respecting  me, 
exhibited  at  Charing  Cross,  on  the  day  of 
the  Jubilee,  and  of  which  the  Statesman 
news-paper  gives  the  following  account :' 
— '<  An  inefiectual  attempt  to  produce 
*'  a  riot  was  made  at  Charing  Cross,  where 
*'  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a 
"  person  in  a  sailor's  jacket,  mounting  on 
''  horseback  b/sfore  King  Charles,  afiixed 
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"  to  the  ryxck  of  the  horse  a  placard,  with 
"  the  following  words: — 

"  MAY  GOD 

'*  disperse 

"  The  Votaries  of 

"  COBBETT 

"  As  the  Clouds 

"Of  this  day.'* 
"  But,  although  the  miscreant  strained  his 
*'  throat  till  he  was  hoarse  with  huzzaing, 
'*  he  could  not  s^et  a  solitary  individual  to  join 
"  him  in  this  incitement  to  riot  and  blood- 
"  shed,  and  the  spectators  treated  the  at- 
"  tempt  with  the  scorn  which  it  deserved.'* 

Now,  to  be  sure,  if  those  who,  without 

doubt,  caused  this  placard  to  be  put  up, 
and  nobody  will  be  sit  a  loss  to  know  who 
they  are ;  if  these  people  had  not  been  full 
as  much  fools  as  knaves,  or  rather  more ; 
if  knavery,  when  it  overshoots  itself,  did 
not  always  become  folly,  and  if  this  had 
not  been  the  case  in  the  present  instance, 
these  people  never  would  have  done  a 
thing  like  this,  which  was,  in  fact,  in  terms 
the  most  distinct,  in  a  manner  the  most 
impressive,  in  a  place  proverbially  the 
most  public,  and  on  an  occasion  the  most 

memorable,    to  proclaim what  ? 

Why,  in  the  first  place,  that  there  were, 
at  least,  some  persons,  who  disapproved  of 
the  Jubilee  ;  but,  in  the  next  place,  it  was 
to  proclaim,  that  I,  the  man  whom  they 
are  known  to  hate,  and  whom  they  affect 
to  contemn,  has,  in  the  country  .  .  .  what  ? 
Not  readers;  no,  nor  merely  partvums,  as 
some  others  have  ;  not  merely  these,  but 
that  I  have  VOTARIES;  that  is  to  say, 
that  I  am  a  man,  who  is  almost,  if  not  quite, 
worshipped,  by  a  part,  at  least,  of  the  peo- 
ple oi  England,  and  that,  too,  just  after 
not'  less  than  j(fiy  thousand  pounds  is  well 
known  to  have  been  expended  for  the  pur- 
pose of  circulating,  gratis,  publication  upon 
the  back  of  publication,  and  each  teeming 
with  the  most  atrocious  falsehoods,  the 
sole  object  of  which  publications  was  to 
put  me  down.  Oh !  these  men,  though 
precious  knaves,  are  certainly  less  of  knaves 
than  of  fools,  or  they  never  would  have 
given  me  and  the  public  this  irrefragable 
fH-oof  of  my  having  triumphed  over  them, 
aided  by  all  the  numerous  herds  of  venal 
scribes. 

"  Hated  by  fools,  and  fools  to  hate  : 
**  Be  that  my  motto,  that  my  fate.** 

The  Editors  of  the  hireling  prints,  al- 
beit not  amongst  the  Solomons  of  the  age, 
have,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain the  fact,  taken  not  the  smallest  notice 
of  this  fieunous  placard^  thougl^  it  was  Jioog 
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upon  the  horse's  month  or  neck«  though 
every  letter  was,  at  least,  three  inches 
high,  and  though  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  flocked  to  see  it,  and  were  con- 
tinually flocking  thither,  till  those  who 
ordered  it  to  be  put  up,  thought  proper  to 
order  it  to  be  taken  down,  in  the  night. 
These  hireling  Editors,  though  no  conju- 
rors, could  perceive,  that  this  placard  gave 
the  lie  direct  to  all  their  assertions  about 
my  being  a  person  qf  no  consequence;  a 
person  whose  opinions  and  exhortations 
had  no  weight  in  the  country ;  it  would, 
with  them,  have  been  an  act  of  political 
luicide  to  state,  that,  upon  the  day  of  the 
Jubilee,  one  of  the  acts  of  piety,  perform- 
ed by  those  who  call  themselves  the 
friends  of  the  king,  was  to  pray  to  God  to 
disperse  my  Votaries,  clearly  implying, 
that  the  number  of  them  was  so  great  as  to 
be  not  a  little  formidable.  No:  the  hire- 
ling Editors  could  not  bring  themselves 
to  give  the  history  of  the  Charing-Cross 
placard:  they  were  not  such  shocking 
fools  as  he  wno  sent  a  man,  in  a  sailw's 
jacket,  to  put  it  up ;  and  to  fasten  it,  too, 
to  the  horse  bearing  the  statue  of  a  king, 
whom  Englishmen  beheaded  as  a  traitor, 
upon  a  charge  of  having  been  guilty  of  a 

violation  of  their  rights. The  effiict  of 

this  placard  is  worthy  of  being  recorded. 
Some  persons,  amongst  the  many  thou- 
sands, who  composed  the  continually  shift- 
ing crowd  of  gazers  at  the  placard,  asked  a 
▼cry  worthy  iriend  of  ours,  who  lives  near 
the  spot,  what  the  thing  meant,  and 
wjio  ''  Cobbett"  was ;  to  which  he  an- 
swered, that  Mr.  Cobbett  was  a  gentle- 
man j  who  wished  to  see  sinecure  places 
and  unmerited  pensions  abolished,  who 
wanted  all  peculators  and  public-robbers 
to  be  punished,  and  by  such  means  to 
lessen  the  taxes  and  give  the  people  en- 
couragement to  fight  for  their  country. 
This  ran,  of  course,  from  one  to  another ; 
and,  it  is  no  wonder;  that,  on  the  fourth 
night  after  it  was  put  up,  the  stupid  i^Tetch 
(he  is  the  most  vain  and  stupid  in  Chris- 
tendom) who  b?.d  ordered  it  to  be  hoisted, 
found  somebody  t^>  beat  into  his  addled 
brains  the  prudent  measure  of  taking  it 

down. The  best  of  it  is,   that,   while 

these  senseless  creatures  are  plotting  and 
conspiring  «gainst  me,  and  arc  scratching 
their  empty  skulls  for  inventions  whereby 
to  injure,  or,  at  least,  annoy  me,  I  am 
leading  a  life  the  most  pleasant  and  undis- 
turbed that  can  be  conceived;  and,  it 
really  is  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that 
uhile  the  corrupt  and   venal  herd,  who 


waste  so  much  time  and  money  in  the 
hope  of  tormenting  me ;  %vhile  these  peo- 
ple were  engaged  in  the  contriving  and 
preparing  and  playing  off  their  placard 
trick  amidst  the  bustle  and  uproar  of  the 
"jtdnlry/'  as  Noodle  or  Doodle  calls  it, 
in  Tom  Thumb ;  while  they  were  so  en- 
eagcil,  1  was  walking  over  a  very  beautiful 
farm  and  pleasure  grounds,  the  hospitable 
occupiers  of  which  are  just  as  great  de* 
spisers  of  hypocrisy  as  you  yourself  are; 
and,  it  is  quite  curious,  that,  at  the  very 
moment  when,  as  it  appears  from  tM 
news-papers,  the  placard  was  hoisted,  and 
the  disguised  and  hired  ruffian,  with 
hoarse  throat  and  straining  eye-balls,  was 
endeavouring  to  raise  a  mob  against  me, 
ill  London,  I  was  in  a  farm  yard  in  Befk* 
shire,  taking  and  noting  down  the  dimen- 
sions of  a  sheep-crib. 

Suffer  me,  now,  by  way  of  conclosioD, 
to  notice,  in  as  brief  a  manner  as  possible, 
a  few  more  facts,  relating  to  this  subject 
of  the  Jubilee,  \^hich  I  look  upon  as  being 
of  very  great  political  importance,  it  hav- 
ing, unquestionably,  been  intended  (by 
those  who  set  it  on  footj  to  answer  the 
doable  purpose  of  diverting  the  minds  of 
the  public  from  tlie  terrible  calamities  and 
disgrace  in  Holland  and  Spain,  and,  as  I 
before  observed,  to  revive,  or  excite,  a 
set  of  popular  feelings,  calculated  to  eOuR- 
teract  the  popuiar  feeUngs,  which  have  ken 
excited  b^  recent  exposures,  and  bj/  the  1^ 
and  increasing  WHISPERS,  to  whidt  tku. 
exposures  hwe  ltd.  The  thing  was  aol 
badly  imagined.  The  inventor  is  entitled 
to  some  praise  for  his  cunning ;  for  that 
lou)  cmming,  which  it  was  quite  happy  to 
select  for  the  occasion.  But,  for  all  this, 
the  thing  has  failed  as  to  both  its  objects; 
nor,  is  it  necessary  fw  me  to  say,  that  it 
is  inow  too  late  for  any  such  scheme. — - 
Of  the  facts,  which  it  is  right,  that  the 
world  should  know,  and  that  we  shwiW 
remember,  the  following  are  a  few  only ; 

namely  ; That,    in    several  of  the 

churches,  the  old  battered  song  of  •'  ^• 
save-the-king'*  was  sung,  and,  particalar 
public  mention  is  made  of  this  having  been 
done  in  the  church  at  BrigbibchBstone ; 
which  puts  one  in  mind  of  a  saying  of 
John  Wesley,  who,  when  he  set  one  of  his 
hymns  to  the  tune  of  a  jovial^ong,  observ- 
ed, that  he  did  not  see  why  the  Dcril 
should   have  all  the  pretty  turtes  to  hitn- 

self ; That  the  illumination  in  London, 

though  a  drencheil  rabbled  paraded  niesf 
of  the  large  streets,  vras  not  a  quarfer  part 
so  geacral^  or  so  bright,  as  upon  any  corn- 
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inon  occasion  of  a  natal  victory,  a  fact 
Tcry  much  to  the  honour  of  the  people 
of  the  metropolis; ^That  very  few  peo- 
ple illuminated  at  all,  any  farther  than  to 
guard  against  stones  and  brick  bats  from 
the  bf  lly^lled  rabble  ;  and,  th:it,  in  fact, 
the  illuminaMon,  as  far  as  f^ood-will  wen^ 
appears  to  have  been  confined  to  the  East- 
India  House,  th#  Bank  of  Thread  needle 
Street,  the  Post- Office,  and  the  several 
great  Houses  of  Taxation,  the  Public  Offices 
in  White  Halt  and  Downing  Street,  the  se- 
veral Offices  of  the  Salaried  Magistrates  and 
Udef- takers,  the  Gambling  Houses,  the  ^uack 
Medicine  Shops,  and- certain  other  Houses  of 
resort,  which  I  do  not  think  it  necessary 

more  particularly  to  point  out ; That, 

in  the  country,  not  a  soul,  except  those, 
vrho,  in  one  way  or  another,  live  upon  the 
public,  made  the  smallest  stir;  but  that  tl>e 
belly-filled  rabble  were  every  where  in 
high  spirits,  and,  at  Winchester  in  parti* 
cular,  seemed  extremely  grateful  to  his 
Majesty  for  having  lived  long  enough  to 
occasion  them  one  hearty  meal  in  their 

lives. ^The  transparencies  at  a  place 

called  "  TJie  Yellow  Fever  Remedj/  Ware- 

**  Itousi*    exhibited    the    following: 

"  Besides  the  Star  and  Anehor7(which  are 
*'  usually  illuminated  on  days  of  rejoicing), 
*'  the  letters  G.  R.  displayed  by  an  im- 
"  mense  number  of  variegated  .lamps,  and 
**  a  very  beautiful  Transparency,  in  the 
"  centre  of  which  was  a  Portrait  of  his 
"•  Majesty,  surrounded  &y  Hearts,  in  each 
''  of  which  was  written  Jot/;  and  in  other 
**  parts  of  the  Transparency  was  written 
"  (ra  letters  of  gold)  The  Fiftieth  Year  of 
"  the  Reign  of  George  the  Third — a  real 
«  Patriot — the  best  of  Kings — and  the  only 

"  virtuous  Sovereign  in  Europe, Every 

«  Heart  is  filled  with  joy,  for  thy  long 

"  Reign,  O  King!*' That  was  pretty 

well,  I  think,  for  a  vender  of  guftck-medi- 
ernes;  but  he  was  surpassed  by  one  of 
the  venal  poetasters,  who  expressed  him- 
self thus  : 

**  The  Sun  rales  tbe  day — ^theMoon  rales  the  night, 
«*  The  Kmf  rales  the  Lani— *y  the  very  same  right  ; 
"  His  lawful  succession— jupt  Heaven  will  secure, 
«•  As  !ou5  as  the  Suu  and  the  Moon  shall  endure.'' 
The  Morning  Chronicle  gives  this,  as  a 
specimen  of  the  adulation  and  of  the  blas- 
phemy of  the  day ;  and,  as  such,  I  preserve 

it. Alt  the  swarm  of  dependents  in  and 

about  Kew  and  Windsor  seem  to  have  put 
themselves  in  motion.  It  is  said,  that 
"  their  hearts  overflowed  with  loyalty  and 
"  love/*  I  wish  yon  orl  could  have  dver- 
beard  ibdr  Goavasation  upon  Uie  subject. 
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when  they  got  into  their  bed-chambers  at 
night ;  we  should  then  have  been  able  to 
ascertain  to  a  nicety  what  is  the  real  mean*- 
ing  of  the  words  "  loyalty  and  /ow."— — 
The  conduct  of  the  news-papers  upon  this 
occasion  ought  to  be  noticed.  Most  of 
them  made  aukward  attempts  to  disguise 
the  real  feelings  of  the  Editors  ;  but,  the 
Statesman  (an  evening  paper  which  every 
friend  of  the  country  ought  to  encourage) 
spoke  out;  its  columns  were  full  of  excel- 
lent matter,  such  as,  if  hypocrisy  were  not 
always   backed    by   impenetrable    impu- 

dence,  must  have  put  it  to  the  blush.- 

The  good  which  will  grow  out  of  this 
thing  is  not  easily  to  be  calculated.  It  has 
provoked  many  persons  to  do  what  they 
never  would  have  thought  of,  namely,  re- 
vert to  the  several  acts  of  this  long  reign  ; 
it  has  revived  "Saratoga,  York  Town,  the 
Helder,and  all  the  other  brilii«int  exploits ; 
it  has  called  upon  us  to  discuss,  and  has,  in 
some  sort,  compelled  us  to  discuss,  what  w« 
never  should  have  thought  of  discussing, 
though,  I  must  confess,  we  ought  not  to 
have  wanted  any  such  spur;  it  will  ope-' 
rate  as  most  other  feasts  do,  that  is  to  say, 
it  will  leave  a  head-ache  for  thbse  who  were 
concerned  in  it.  They  have  made  the 
king's  reign  a  subject  tor  rejoicing;  we 
say  that  it  has  been  a  most  unfortunate 
reign ;  thereupon  they  accuse  us  of  being 
traitors;  thereupon  we  must  show,  thai 
xvhM  we  say  is  true;  their  drunken- bout  is 
over ;  it  is  now  our  turn  to  be  heard, 
when  thev  have  no  longer  purchased  shouts 
whcrewitli  to  drown  our  voices ;  and,  be- 
fore we  have  done,  it  shall  go  hard  but  we 
will  make  their  Jubilee  turn  to  good  ac- 
count. For  my  ovm  part,  I  have  already 
turned  it  to  one  most  valuable  purpose, 
which  is  to  avail  myself  of  this  occasion 
publicly  to  declare,  *  that  I  am,  with  gi-^at 
respect,  and  sincere  regard. 
Your  faithful. 

And  most  obedient  servant, 
W*-.  COBBETT. 
Botky,  Thursday,  2  Nov,  lb09. 

P.  S.  Pray  read  the  letter,  below,  re- 
specting the  Blue  Ribbon  scheme  at  £pping« 


fT  The  Letur  of 
noticed  in  my  next. 


Decils  "  shall  be 


JUBILEE. 

Sir; — Any  man  who,  in  the  pursuit  of 
the  sciences,  can  contribute  a  new  fact,  is 
considered  meritorious.    It  lays  either  z 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^5] 


rOUTICAL  REGISTER.— JttW/<j<r. 


[G56 


^ncw,  or  an  enlarged  ground,  upon  which 
the  philosopher  may  reason ;  it  atFords 
him  more  extensive  inferences  to  com- 
bine and  compare  ;  it  cncreases  his  analo- 
gies, and  is  one  step  gained,  in  tiie  pro- 
gress after  truth.  I  am  to  submit,  Mr. 
Cobbett,  that  political  science  does  not 
diiier,  in  .this  respect,  froni  the  other 
sciences;  and  that  he  who  can  aid  the 
prevention,  or  promote  the  dissipation,  of 
popular  delusion,  by  the  communication  of 
a  sinjple  iact,  is  equally  meritorious.  Were 
this  principle  universally  acted  upon,  1  do 
not  know  that  you  would  stand  so  pre-emi- 
Jient  as  you  do  ;  not  that  your  merit  would 
be  less;    but  the  utility  of  your  labours 

would  probably  not  be  so  great. At 

the  moment  I  am  writing,  it  is  afflicting  to 
consider  the  system  of  influence  which 
is  operating  around  us  on  every  side,  to 
produce  the  meanest  political  deception. 
It  would  be  scarcely  credible  to  many 
well  disposed  persons  in  this  kingdom, 
who  judge  of  the  freedom  of  twelve  mil- 
lions of  people,  by  a  row  at  a  theatre,  or 
a  brawl  at  an  election,  to  form  a  just  esti- 
mate of  the  silent  system  of  coercion, 
that  exists  in  this  country,  and  which  on 
occasions  like  the  present  is  enforced  and 
executed,  through  all  classes  of  the  peo- 
ple. These  secret  workings  of  political 
power  are  dangerous  in  proportion  as  they 
are  secret.  The  misfortune  is,  that  the 
mischief  can  only  be  known,  when  it  is 
too  late  to  repair  the  ruin  which  it  has 
produced.     It  is  idle  to  boast  of  the  liber- 

.  ty  of  that  people,  who  are  constrained  by 
oppressive  influence  to  express  senti- 
ments they  do  not  possess,  or  if  they  do 
possess  them,  to  compel   them  to  wear 

^  insighia  of  such  sentiments,  against  the 
dictates  of  their  own  judgment,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  liberty  of  opinion,  and  in  de- 
gradation of  their  mental  independence. 
■  If  I  understand  what  liberty  is,  I  should 
think  with  Montesquieu,  that  it  consisted 
in  the  free  exercise  of  individual  opinion,  so 
far  as  it  was  not  constrained  by  the  laWs ; 
laws  I  mean  framed  upon  the  sacrifice  of 
that  portion  only  of  the  freedom  of  each, 
which  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  good 
of  the  whole.  But  where  is  the  liberty  of 
that  class  of  the  subjects  of  this  realm, 
who  are  obliged  under  the  heaviest  penal- 
ties, the  penalty  of  the  imputation  of  dis- 
affection, the  penalty  of  the  loss  of  do- 
mestic peace,  and  of  being  deprived  of 
the  commpn  enjoyments  of  good  neigh- 

^l^&jtyhffld^o  wear  a  Royal  Blue  Ribbon 
the  dictation  of  a  man, 


who  is  perhaps  cringing  fora  title,  and 
who  is  kindling  animosity  among  his  ma- 
jesty's subjects,  that  he  may  probably  en- 
joy a  portion  of  their  taxes. Impress- 
ed with  these  ideas,  I  beg  to  submit  to 
your  notice,  a  fact,  which  1  select,  be- 
cause I  am  prepared  to  authenticate  it 
The  late  Chelmsford  meeting  regarding 
Colonel  Wardle,  must  bc^  fresh  in  your  re- 
collection; and  you  cannot  fail  lo  bear  in 
mind,  that  John  Conyers  of  Copthall  near 
Epping  in  the  county  of  Essex,  esq.  (tor 
I  think  with  you  all  these  genllemea 
should  have  their  full  addition)  was  ex- 
tremely active  in  favour  of  his  majesty's 
government,  on  that  occasion.  In  fact, 
Sir,  he  displayed  so  much  loyalty,  at 
Chelmsford,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  roost 
men,  that  his  majesty's  ministers  had  not 
as  usual  done  their  duty,  in  not  recom- 
mending his  majesty,  to  include  the  name 
of  Mr.  Conyers  in  the  last  most  respect- 
able batch  of  baronets.  Not,  Sir,  that  I 
imagine  such  a  reward  would  at  all  ope- 
rate on  Mr.  Qonycrs's  mind  ;  the  motives 
which  actuate  him  are  no  doubt  founded 
in,  and  originate  out  of,  pure  unalloyed 

and    unadulterated     loyalty. In    the 

exuberance  of  this  loyalty,  Mr.  Cobbett, 
Mr.  Conyers,  (and  evt  ry  good  Englishman 
must  thank  him),  addressed  a  Letter  some 
days  ago,  to  the  leading  solicitors,  in  the 
town  of  Epping,  on  the  subject  of  the 
ensuing  Jubilee,  in  which  is  the  following 
passage.  1  Inspected  the  Letter  in  ques- 
tion, and  after  reading  the  following  sen- 
tence several  times,  I  immediately  redaoed 
it  into  writing,  therefore  though  1  may  not 
be  literally  correct  I  can  vouch  lor  its 
being  substantially  so  : 

"  I  much  wish  that  on  the  25th  instant 
"  all  the  inhabitants  of  Epping,  both  men 
"  and  women,  who  are  friends  to  the 
"  king  and  ccovernment,  should  appear 
"  in  Royal  Blue  Cockades.  This  measure, 
"if  I  am  not  mistaken,  will  tend  to  pro- 
"  duce  some  curious  discoveries. 

"  Yours,  &c.  John  Conyebs." 

"  N.  B.  Let  the  Milliner  be  prepared 
"  with  plenty  of  Blue  Ribbons." 

I  shall  make  no  further  observations  on 
this  proceeding ;  I  have  given  you  the  text, 
the  commentary  (if  any  is  required)  is  best 
in  your  hands.      I  remain^ 

Yours,  &c. 

D R-—WL D. 

Gray's  Inn  Place,  Oct.  2Mh,  1B09. 
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"  Oh  !  'tis  a  day  of  Jubclee/' 

Tom  Thumb. 

Sir;  Accident  placed  in  my  hands  your 
observations  upon  the  Jubilee,  and  though 
in  an  humble  situation  myself,  I  greatly 
admire  the  principles  upon  which  you 
withheld  your  subscription.  The  Parish 
in  which  1  live  made  a  noble  collection 
to  feed  and  to  feast  the  poor  on  that  me- 
morable day  I  he  25  th  instant.  The  pa- 
rish officers,  whose  province  it  was  to 
make  the  distribution,  being  men  of  afflu- 
ence and  discretion,  and  well  knowing 
the  imperfections  of  human  nature,  and 
the  great  danger  that  is  to  be  apprehended 
fiom  hungry  half-starved  families  eating 
to  excess,  took  the  wise  preventive  mea- 
sure of  restraint  in  the  midst  of  plenty, 
and,  to  prevent  discord,  gave  to  each  poor 
family  (who  chose  to  accept  it)  small 
and  great,  two  shillings  and  a  quartern 
loaf;  leaving  the  surplus  of  the  collec- 
tion to  be  accounted  for  at  a  future  day. 
I  must  here  remark  that,  setting  aside  the 
feasting  on  that  joyful  occasion,  you  do 
not  appear  to  me  to  be  aware  of  the  great 
^utility  which  the  Jubilee  afforded  to  me, 
and  to  thousands  more  who  had  no  heart 
to  feast,  but  much  tnore  disposed  to  fast. 
I  am  one  of  those  oppressed  beings  called 
a  householder,  though,  by-ihe-bye,  my 
necessity  hath  constrained  me  to  act  with 
that  prudence  and  civility  to  seclude  both 
myself  and  family  from  every  part  of  the 
house  except  the  ground  floor.  Some 
weeks  back  I  received  from  the  collector 
a  printed  notice,  that  unless  my  half  year's 
assessed  tax,  5/.,  due  the  20th  of  Septem- 
ber, was  paid  by  the  10th  of  October,  my 
goods  would  on  that  day  be  sold  to  make 
good  the  sum.     As  I  knew  I  might  as  well 

attempt  to  raise  the  D 1  as  the  money 

against  the  time,  I  looked  on  my  small 
portion  of  this  world's  good  in  a  state  of 
requisition,  or  rather  similar  to  a  man 
under  sentence  of  death,  and  who  only 
awaits  the  signing  the  warrant  to  receive 
execution.  My  household  property  hath 
withstood  the  gripe  of  the  king's  and  pa- 
rish officers  near  forty  years,  but  being, 
"ke  myself,  worse  for  wear,  and  carrying 
with  them  also  strong  marks  of  antiquity, 
I  am  led  to  imagine  that  my  whole  pro- 
perty will  but  barely  pay  the  tax  and 
theexpence  of  seizure.  But  however, 
Sir,  a  respite  is  granted  for  a  few  days  ;  a 
few  nights  more  to  indulge  myself  with  a 
bed ;  thanks  to  the  Jubilee,  a  seizure  is  not 
yet  made.  The  commissioners  and  other 
tn9tt»«nen,  whose  goodness  and  humanity 


is  not  to  be  equalled,  conscious  that  the 
immectiate  distress  of  so  many  thousands 
would  ill  accord  with  so  rare  a  festival, 
have  delayed  putting  the  stern  decree 
into  execution  until  after  the  Jubilee. 
Permit  me  now  to  observe,  from  what  I 
have  advanced,  that  if  the  total  loss  of 
my  little  property  was  for  the  real  good 
of  my  country,  that  consoling  reflection 
would  soffen  every  plank  of  my  floor 
(upon  which  I  shortly  must  extend  my 
weary  limbs)  into  a  downy  pillow,  from 
the  pleasing  hope  that  my  children, 
grand-children,  or  rising  generation,  would 
ultimately  enjoy  the  benefit.  But,  is  it  so  ? 
No,  Sir,  you  know  ii  is  not.  It  is  to  answer 
the  craving  demands  of  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  luxury,  avarice,  and  dissipa- 
tion; the  thoughts  of  which  will  turn 
every  board  of  my  deal  couch  into  a 
holly-bush.  Tkuth  in  Obscurity. 

Black  Friars,  Oct.  28,  1 809.    * 


JACOBIN  GUINEAS. 
Sir; — Whatever  symptoms  of  intemper- 
ance may  have  introduced  themselves  into 
the  discussion  of  the  several  articles  that 
have  appeared  in  your  Register  under  the 
title  of  <'  Jacobin  Guineas,  I  cannot  sup- 
pose that  on  the  present,  any  more  than 
on  any  other  occasion,  you  can  have  any 
wish  that  your  arguments  should  pass  for 
more,  than  when  tried  by  the  test  of  rea- 
son, they  were  found  to  be  worth.  Enter- 
taining this  persuasion  I  am  encouraged  to 
offer,  for  insertion  in  your  Register,  the 
following  observations  on  the  articles  in 
question,  thinking  with  you,  that  it  is  in  it- 
self a  subject  of  very  considerable  import- 
ance, and  moreover  that  its  importance  has 
been  materially  increased  by  the  misdirec- 
tion, as  it  appears  to  me,  the  great  mass  of 
public  mind  that  is  influenced  by  your  work, 
has  been  receiving. — ^The  subject  is  in 
itself  of  a  perfectly  grave  description; 
it  involves  neither  party  nor  personal  con- 
siderations, the  fair  discussion  of  it  can 
therefore  in  no  degree  be  aided  by  appeals 
to  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  the  pub- 
lic. It  is  always  suspicious  when  a  man 
lugs  in,  by  way  of  helping  out  his  argu- 
ments, abusive  unmeaning  epithets:  it  is 
peculiarly  suspicious  when  this  is  found  U> . 
be  the  case  on  a  subject  not  of  a  nature  to 
stir  up  the  angry  passions.  It  convinces 
the  reader  that  the  writer  is  angry,  not 
that  his  arguments  are  well  founded. 
What  can  be  meant  by  saying  "  I  see 
"  nothing  horrible  in  the  annihilaticn  of  a 
«  mu/y,  dwty,  debased,  currenfy}  printed  UU 
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"  shop'billi,  at  every  comer  qf  every  town'' 
[Register  xvi.  5:32.]  The  mere  quoting 
a  passage  of  this  description,  is  of  itself  suf- 
ficient to  shew  how  totally  incapable  such 
a  mode  of  reasoning,  if  so  it  may  be  called, 
is  of  ailbnling  any  real  instruction  :  at 
least  if  there  be  those  that  are  convinced 
by  it,  they  can  scarcely  be  worth  undeceiv- 
ing. If  the  object  be.  to  lead  into  the  same 
way  of  thinking  as  yourself  any  other  than 
the  mere  rabble  ;  by  any  such  help*  as 
these,  I  cannot  hut  think  your  views,  in 
this  respect,  will  be  defeated,  not  promoted. 
—What  is  complained  of  is  simply  this — 
The  Bank  of  England,  having  been 
exempted  by  the  legislature  from  the  obli- 
gation of  exchanging  their  notes  for  specie, 
have  possessed,  and  exercised,  the  power 
of  issuing  these  notes  in  an  excessive 
quantity.  Two  evil  consequences  have,  as 
is  alledged,  thus  been  produced.  ] .  A  rise 
in  the  prices  of  commodities  in  general : 
'2.  The  expulsion  of  gold  as  a  part  of  the 
circulating  medium.  The  remedy  pro- 
posed is  the  repeal  of  the  Bank- Restriction 
act,  by  which  it  is  avau^edly  hoped  that  a 
great  mass  of  gold  will  immediately  flow 
into  tl^  country,  and  displace  the  paper 
that  is  now  in  circulation,  and  dispusedly 
hoped  that  the  government  will  thus  be 
effectually  and  permanently  disabled  from 
paying  the  dividends  due  to  its  creditors, 
and  that  thus  the  national  debt  will  at 
once  become  extinguished. — Admitting 
that  guineas  now  bear  a  premium,  that  is, 
that  twenty  guineas  cannot  now  be  pro- 
cured but  fur  a  greater  sum  than  one  and 
twenty  pounds  in  Bank  of  England  notes, 
this  is  not  of  itself  sufficient  to  prove  that 
guineas,  compared  with  Bank  notes,  are 
now  in  a  state  of  depreciation.  There  are 
other  and  temporary  causes,  perfectly  ade- 
quate to  account  for  -the  effect  that  has 
thus  been  prodoced.  Among  these  causes 
the  principal  one  is,  the  expedition  that 
has  lately  been  sent  to  the  neighbouring 
coast.  Guineas  being  the  only  medium 
tliat  could  there  be  employed  in  the  way 
of  exchange  for  other  commodities,  it  be- 
came an  object  with  every  individual 
engaged  in  that  expedition,  to  take  with 
him,  in  this  shape,  whatever  money  he 
might  conceive  himself  likely  to  have 
occasion  for.  Considering  the  great  number 
of  persons  employed  on  this  expedition, 
thence  the  large  sums  for  which,  in  this 
jhape.  a  demand  would  thus  come  to  be 
created,  combined  with  the  comparatively 
•mall  quantity  of  coin  of  this  species  that 
was  at  the  time  in  queation  in  circulation. 


this  alone,  without  searching  for  other  and 
remoter  causes,  appears  very  satisfactorily 
to  account  for  a  greater  sum  than  tbeir 
nominal  value  in  Bank  notes  being  paid, 
in  many  instances,  for  the  procurement  of 
guineas.  Upon  no  occasion  has  it  beea 
so  much  as  attempted  to  be  shewn,  that  for 
any  other  purpose  than  that  of  exporta- 
tion, a  premium  has  been  paid  for  guineas. 
Did  you  yourself.  Sir,  for  your  own  ds^ 
and  to  be  employed  in  this  country,  ever 
actually  buy.  or  ever  think  of  buying, 
at  a  premium,  guineas  with  Bank  notes f 
Or  did  you  ever  hear  of  any  body  else  that 
has  so  done  ?  The  truth  is,  that  this  doc- 
trine, as  to  a  permanent  and  steady  depre- 
ciation having  been  siifFered  in  the  case  of 
Bank  notes,  greater  than  has  been  sufiered 
in  the  case  of  guineas,  having  been  found 
untenable,  seems  now  to  be  abandoned.— 
What,  however,  is  certain  is,  by  whatever 
causes  it  may  have  been  produced, that 
within  these  last  htiodred  years,  a  con- 
siderable and  gradual,  though  lately  ac- 
celerating, advance  in  the  price  of  com- 
modities in  general  has  taken  place.  That 
this  is  ascribable^  in  a  great  measure,  to  the 
circumstance  of  paper  having  become  a 
pait  of  the  circulating  medium  of  this 
country,  is  equally  incontestable.  Tbif, 
howeva*,  is  far  from  being  the  only  cause. 
From  the  searching  nature  of  money,  so 
long  as  any  intercourse  is  carried  on  be- 
tween the  several  European  nations,  ao  in- 
crease in  the  quantity  of  currency,  in  what- 
ever shap>e  it  may  exhibit  itself,  whether 
it  be  composed  of  the  precious  metals  or 
of  paper,  in  one  country,  will  produce  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  circulating 
medium,  thence  an  increase  of  prices,  in 
every  other  nation  with  which  it  may 
directly,  or  through  the  medium  of  any 
other  country,  have  communication.  Thus 
Spain,  by  the  quantity  of  bullion  that  it 
has  imported  from  South  America,  has  been 
the  means  of  increasing  the  prices  of  coffif* 
modities  in  all  other  European  countries, 
to  say  nothing  of  non -European  cotuitrifii. 
— ^An  increase  made  to  the  quantity  of 
hai'd  money  in  one  country,  from  its  in- 
trinsic value  serving  as  a  medium  of  tSr 
change  equally  in  all  European  states, 
would  produce*  more  uniformly  inallotbcr 
countries  the  effect  of  equalizing  prices, 
than  w^uld  an  increase,  to  the  same 
amount,  made  in  the  shap«  of  paper  money. 
No  European  country,  possessing  any  cir- 
culating medium  in  the  shape  of  paper 
currency,  hovvever  great  might  be  the  in- 
crement ma4«   to  the  hard  cash  circo- 
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lating  in  any  one  country,  by  the  tf  iidency 
that  money  has  to  tind  its  owu  level>  all 
other  cofintries,  with  a  celerity  proportion- 
ed to  the  intercourse  carried  on  with  the 
country  that  first  received  this  increment, 
would  teel  the  etiects  of  it.  The  effect  being 
thus  generally  diiflisedf  commodities  in  ail 
count rit^s  would  experience  an  increase  of 
price ;  the  rise,  after  a  while,  not  being 
greater  in  the  country  first  receiving  the 
money  than  in  any  other.  A  similar  eifc>ct 
is  produced  when  the  circulating  medium 
of  all  European  countrtes  c  n-^i^^tinjr  partly 
of  paper,  partly  of  the  prtcious  tneial.^,  an 
iDcrea^  in  any  one  is  made  to  -!i»;  quin- 
tity  of  paper  currency.  Our  owo  country 
affirds  an  illustration  of  this  process.  By 
tbe  increased  quantity  of  our  paper  circu- 
lation, the  guineas  have  been  expelled  from 
this,  and  have  found  their  way  into  foreign 
countries,  where  they  have  contributed 
to  cause  a  rise  of  prices  in  those  countries, 
ai  the  paper  money  has  caused  a  rise  of 
prices  here.  An  analogous  efiect  is  pro- 
duced in  this  country  by  an  addition  made 
to  the  quantity  of  paper  money  in  any 
other  counti*y  :  we  receive  their  hard 
money,  which  contributes  to  produce  a  rise 
of  prices  in  this  country,  they  retain  their 
paper,  which  contributes  to  produce  a  cor- 
responding rise  of  prices  in  the  country  in 
which  it  was  issued.  By  fresh  issues  of 
paper  money,  however,  any  one  European 
country,  having  an  uninterrupted  inter- 
course with  neighbouring  states,  and  while 
retaining  as  a  part  of  its  circulating 
medium  a  quantity  of  the  precious  metals, 
maj'  accumulate  within  itself,  a  circu- 
lating medium  far  greater  in,  proportion 
than  what  is  possessed  by  Ihe  neighbouring 
states.  If  it  were  not  so,  the  prices  of 
commodities,  except  in  so  far  as  influenced 
by  taxes,  vrouid  be  the  same,  or  very 
nearly  the  same,  in  every  country  in  Eu- 
rope ;  the  -contrary  of  which  is  univer- 
sally known  to  be  the  fact.  To  explain 
the  causes  of  this  aberration  from  the  so 
universally  acknowledged  propensity  in 
money  tofind  its  own  level,  would  require 
far  more  space  than  could  possibly  be  af- 
forded for  it  in  your  Register. — If  what  is 
said  above  be  tru^,  I  see  not  how  those 
who  regard  the  rise  of  prices  as  an  evil, 
can,  with  any  consistency,  complain  of  the 
expulsion  of  goW  from  the  country  as  in- 
creasing^ that  evil.  The  retaining  it  here 
under  the  present  circumstances,  were 
that  possible,  not  having  the  smallest  ten- 
dency to  prevent  fresh  issues  of  paper- 
momey,  wotHd,  by  so  much  as  it«added  to 


the  ainoont  of  the  money  in  circulation, 
help  to  increase,  not  to  diminish  the  evil, 
if  displaced  from  the  circuhtion,  by  les- 
sening the  quantity  of  the  cnxulating  me- 
dium, it  palliates  the  evil  produ<-ible  by 
fresh  issues  of  paper-money.  You,  Sir, 
too,  appear  to  be  peculiarly  esiopped' 
from  complaining .  of  this  expulsion  of 
gold  as  a  grievance :  in  the  piesent  state 
of  our  relations  with  the  rest  of  Europe,  it 
helps  materially  to  obstruct  the  carrying 
on  that  foieign  commerce  that  is  so  perni- 
cious to  this  country,,  so  pn»fitable  to 
others. — That  of  late  years  a  considerable 
increase  has  taken  place  in  the  price  of 
commodities,  attributable,  in  a  far  greater 
degree  than  to  any  other  cause,  to  an  in- 
crease in  the  quantity  of  circulating  paper, 
and  that  this  increase  is  productive  of  very 
disastrous  results,  if  perfectly  obvious. 
What,  however,  is  equally  obvious  is,  that 
as  a  producer  of  this  evil,  the  Bank  of 
England,  though  standing  most  conspicu- 
ous, does  not  stand  alone. — Whatever  ad- 
dition may  come  to  he  made  to  the  mass 
of  |)apcr-money  in  any  given  country,  of 
whatever  materials  that  addition  may  be 
composed,  whether  of  metal  or  of  paper, 
and  whatever  may  be  the  nature  of  the 
paper,  so  long  as  it  passes  from  hand  to 
hand  tor  its  nominal  value,  while  the  ori- 
ginal mass,  and  the  increment  thus  made, 
remain  in  the  country,  the  eftect  produced 
upon  the  prices  of  commodities  will  be 
precisely  the  same.  Thus,  whether  the  . 
addition  be  made  in  the  shape  of  Bank  of 
England  or  of  country  bank  paper,  a  cor- 
responding rise  of  prices,  proportioned  to 
the  amount  of  the  issue,  and  without  any 
regard  to  the  source  whence  it  proceeds, 
will  immediately  take  place.  As  to  the 
exact  amount  of  the  country  bank  notes  in 
circulation,  I  have  no  materials  for  form- 
ing any  conception :  it  certainly  falls^ 
materially  short  of  the  amount  of  Bank 
of  England  notes.  What  however  is  cer- 
tain is,  that  if  it  is  not  greater,  we  owe  it 
to  nothing  less  than  to  any  forbearance,  or 
regard  to  the  public  welfare,  on  the  partof 
the  description  of  persons  in  question.  A 
circumstance  that  shows  that,  on  the  part 
of  the  Bank,  there  can  have  been  no  such 
exorbitant  and  excessive  issue  of  their 
notes,  as  appears  to  have  been  imagined, 
is  the  very  existence  ol  these  country  bank 
notes.  Thp  principal  means  by  which  the 
Bank  of  England,  as  well  as  the  country 
banks,  introduce  their  nott-s  into  circula- 
lation,  is  by  granting  loans,  and  discounting 
bills,  which  is  nearly  the  saj»e  thins  under 
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another  name.  Besides  the  advantage  that 
it  derives  from  the  being  a  Bank  of  deposit, 
an  advantage  peculiar  to  itselc  in  contra- 
distinction to  the  country  bank?,  working 
on  a  more  extensive  scale,  the  Bank  of 
England  could  aflord  to  work  for  smaller 
profits  than  the  country  banks,  and  might 
thus  probably,  were  it  not  for  the  advan- 
tage possessed  by  the  country  banks  in  re- 
spect of  their  locality,  engross  the  whole 
business  of  this  description  that  is  trans- 
acted in  the  country,  flow  it  has  hap- 
pened that  with  these  obvious  advantages, 
this  result  has  not  been  more  nearly  or  alto- 
gether produced,  it  is  foreign  to  the  present 
purpose  to  enquire.  What,  however,  these 
considerations  shew  is  this,  that  if  the 
conductors  of  the  Bank  of  England  are 
just  objects  of  our  abhorrence,  the  con- 
ductors of  the  country  banks  are  not  less 
so.-r-A  notion  that  appears  very  gene- 
rally to  have  seized  men's  minds  is,  that 
there  is  a  sort  of  identity  between  the  go- 
>  vernment  and  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
that  they  are  together  carrying  on  a  joint 
concern,  by  which  they  are  the  profilers, 
the  public  the  losers.  Nothing  can  be 
more  shallow  or  mistaken  than  this  idea. 
Need  it  really  be  said,  then,  that  the  Bank 
Directors  aiulthe  king's  ministers  are  a  per- 
fectly distinct  set  of  persons  ?  That  no 
man  ever  united  these  two  functions 
in  himself?  It  seems  to  be  supposed  that 
the  Bank  is  receiving  every  year  out  of  tlie 
public  taxes  outrageously  large  sums  of 
the  public  money  :  but  for  what  purpose 
paid,  orout  of  what  fund  it  comes,  the  re- 
tention of  the  perr^imsion  seems  much  too 
delightful  to  allow  the  broachers  of  such 
notions  to  stop  for  a  moment  to  consider. 
The  public  accounts  shew  precisely  what 
.  is  the  amount  of  the  sums  that  the  Bank  re- 
ceives yearly  from  government.  But  per- 
haps it  may  be  supposed  that  over  and 
above  the  sum  to  which  the  interest,  thus 
avowedly  paid,  corresponds,  the  Bank  Di- 
rectors put  into  the  hands  of  ministers, 
when  called  for,  any  quantity  of  this  their 
paper-money,  and  that,  when  thus  pos- 
sessed of  it,  ministers  employ  it  in  paying 
the  public  creditors.  Yes:  this  notion 
really  is  entertained,  and  here  we  have  a 
gentleman  stating  Iiimself  as  entertaining 
it.  Hear  your  correspondent,  Mr.  Ber- 
nard (Register,  vol.  xvi.  6 J7.)  •'  When  new 
"  loans  and  fresh  taxes  were  required  to 
"  carry  on  the  war,  it  became  necessaii/  on 
"  every  additional  loan  and  tax  to  coin 
*'  and  issue  annually,  a  certain  number  of 
^  "  new  Bank  notes^  to  the  amount  of  the  in- 


"  terest  on  the  loan  or  money  borrowed ; 
"  and  so,  each  succeeding  year,  as  more 
"  money  was  wanting,  the  Bank-notes 
**  progressively  encreased  and  accumu- 
"  lated."  Really,  if  what  this  gentleman 
says  be  correct,  the  amount  of  paper  in 
circulation  would  be  considerable  indeed! 
Why,  it  would  be  at  least  equal  to  the 
amount  of  all  the  debt  created,  and  all 
the  taxes  imposed  since  the  Bank  were  rt- 
strained  from  exchanging  their  notes  for 
specie.  It  is  inconceivable  that  any  man 
that  can  count  his  fingers  should  fall  into 
such  gross  errors. — The  truth  is,  the  Bank 
of  England  derives  no  advantage  from 
forcing  their  notes  into  circulation,  unless 
in  so  far  as  they  are  paid  in  the  shape  of 
interest  for  making  a  fresh  issue,  with  the 
prospect  of  receiving,  at  some  future  pe- 
riod, an  equivalent  in  money.  The  Bank 
Directors  might  unquestionably,  so  long 
as  the  Restriction  act  remains  unrepealed, 
without  suffering  any  considerable  pre- 
sent loss,  manutacture,  and  hand  over  to 
the  government,  a  quantity  of  their  notes: 
but  ministers  have  no  motive  for  the  ask- 
ing such  an  advance,  nor,  if  they  had,  have 
the  Bank  Directors  for  complying  with  it 
On  the  contrary,  a  certain  loss  would  thus 
be  incurred.  Each  Bank  Director  being 
as  much  one  of  the  public  as  any  other 
individual,  he  would  sutler  in  common 
with  the  rest  of  the  community  by  the  rise 
of  prices  that  would  thus  be  produced,  and 
moreover,  the  concern  in  general  upon  the 
repeal  of  the  Bank  Restriction  act,  when- 
ever that  event  may  take  place,  would  be 
subjected  to  the  obligation  of  exchanging 
these  notes,  as  others,  for  specie. — ^VVhen 
painful  emotions  have  been  excited  in  the 
human  bosom>  as  in  the  present  instance  by 
the  distress  occasioned  by  the  pressure  of 
the  public  taxes,  it  is  a  sort  of  relief  to  give 
vent  to  the  unpleasant  sensations. that  are 
thus  experienced.  On  this  occasion,  the 
Bank  Directors  have  been  pitched  upon, 
as  the  most  appropriate  objects  for  bearing 
the  public  odium,  and,  with  the  view  of 
giving  colour  to  this  imputation,  it  is  at- 
tempted to  be  shewn  that  they  alone  are 
the  public  creditors,  and  that  all  the  cost 
that  they  have  incurred  to  entitle  them  to  re- 
ceive, and  put  into  their  own  pockets,  ail 
the  money  that  is  now  paid  for  the  interest 
of  the  debt,  has  been  simply  the  expcnce 
of  manufacturing  their  notes.  Or  at  least 
if  this  is  not  supposed,  what  is  supposed  is, 
that  upon  the  payment  of  every  quarter  s 
dividend  by  the  Bank,  a  fresh  mass  of 
notet,  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  dividend, 
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is  issued,  and  that  bv  so  mach  the 
Bank  Directors  profit.  This  appears  ex> 
tremely  absurd  when  stated ;  but  such,  or 
something  analogous,  must  be  the  notions 
of  those  who  thus  lustily  deal  out  their 
invectives  against  the  Bank  Directors.— - 
The  operation  that  is  thus  attempted  to  be 
confounded  is  in  itself  extremely  simple 
and  intelligible.  Whatever  is  paid  to  the 
public  creditors  as  interest  upon  the  loan, 
has  first  been  raised  upon  the  people  in  the 
shape  of  taxes.  Upon  this  occasion  the 
Bank  is  the  mere  agent  of  government. 
It  first  receives  the  money  ft-om  govern- 
ment, then  pays  it  away  for  government : 
just  as  a  private  London  banker,  having 
received  from  a  private  individual,  a  mass 
of  money  in  deposit,  pays  it  away  in  de- 
tail to  his  order ;  in  the  one  case  the  re- 
ceipt for  the  dividend  being  the  voucher, 
in  the  other  case  the  draft. — It  is  said, 
that  the  public  creditors  would  be  no 
sufierers,  by  government  ceasing  at  once 
to  pay  their  dividends.  This  appears  to 
be  an  assertion  so  extravagant,  and  so  ex- 
clusively dictated  by  blind  passion,  that  I 
cannot  think  it  will  be  persisted  in,  after 
any  the  smallest  consideration.  Besides, 
Sir,  you^  yourself,  in  almost  the  same 
breath  in  which  the  assertion  is  made, 
depict  in  the  strongest  terms,  the  suffer- 
ing that  would  thus  be  produced.  [Regis- 
ter, v.  xvi.  p.  531.]  A  man  losing  hall  his 
income,  no  words  can  paint  the  indi., na- 
tion felt,  at  the  folly  of  his  exposing  liim- 
self  to  this  suffering :  losing  the  whole  of 
it,  he  is  not  to  be  pitied,  nor  is  he  any  suf- 
ferer. The  Bank  Directors  are  in  your 
view  of  the  matter  a  very  wicked  set  of 
people^  and  have  done,  and  are  now 
doing,  very  serious  mischief  to  the  coun- 
try. But,  how  would  you  have  them 
treated  for  this  their  evil-doing  ?  Let  the 
result  you  are  invoking  take  effect,  you  re** 
ward,  not  punish  them.  Perhaps,  as  was 
done  in  Ireland,  by  way  of  taking  revenge 
upon  these  blood-suckers  for  their  mis- 
deeds, you  would  joyfully  join  in  collect- 
ing together  a  mass  of  these  nasty  dirty 
ill-looking  bits  of  paper,  and  set  fire  to 
them,  provided  yon  yourself  were  not 
called  upon,  to  contribute  any  thing  to- 
wards the  formation  of  the  "pile.  This 
really  is  a  most  notable  and  effectual 
contrivance  for  relieving  the  poor  dis- 
tressed and  oppressed  people  of  this  af- 
flicted country.  Would  you,  Sir,  pray 
let  me  ask  you,  find  yourself  very  great- 
ly punished  or  impoverished,  if,  after  hav- 
ing issued  a  number  of  bills,  the  amount 
•f  whiiPlii  at  S0JA9  subiequent    period^ 


you  thus  imposed  on  yourself  the  obliga- 
tion of  paying  in  money,  or  money's 
worth,  the  holders  of  those  bills  should 
unaccountably  take  it  into  their  heads  to 
destroy  them  ?  Or  would  the  holders  of 
those  bills,  having  paid,  and  expecting 
a^ain  to  receive,  valuable  consideration 
for  them,  be  greatly  enriched  by  any  such 
operation  ?  Do  pray.  Sir,  take  a  one  hun- 
dred  pound  Bank  of  England  note  in  your 
hand,  that  you  may  have  receivea  in 
exchange  for  a  hundred  pounds  worth  of 
wheat,  and  ask  yourself  whether^  if  that 
note  were  at  once  to  lose  its  exchangeable 
value^  you  would  not  be  in  precisely  the 
same  condition  as  if  your  wheat  had  been 
burnt,  or  by  any  other  means  destroyed. 
Did  it  never  happen  to  you  to  hear.  Sir,  that 
fi^reat  distress  was  occasionally  produced 
by  the  failure  of  country  bankers  ?  But 
perhaps  you  may  be  prepared  to  shew 
that  all  this  suffering  is  not  real,  but 
purely  imaginary,  and  that  what  people 
thus  mistake  for  loss  is  a  real  gain  to  them. 
If  this  be  so.  Sir,  and  I  really  see  not 
how  with  any  consistency  you  can  think 
otherwise,  the  stating  on  this  subject  your 
ideas  to  the  public  appears  to  press  upon 
you  with  peculiar  emphasis,  since  it 
would  teach  those  that  were  persuaded  by 
your  arguments,  to  see  advantages,  when 
before  nothing  was  visible  but  distress. 
What  is  expected  from  you,  then,  is  this  : 
to  shew  that  a  given  individual,  you 
yourself  for  example,  being  possessed  of 
1,000/.  worth  of  the  notes  of  a  country 
bank,  for  which  you  had  paid  a  valuable 
consideration,  and  that  bank  happening  to 
fail,  without  leaving  any  assets,  you  would 
not  bo  any  the  poorer  by  that  1,000/. 
worth  of  notes  ceasing  at  once  to  be  of  any 
value.  What,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  escape 
your  penetration  is,  that  by  mere  transfer- 
ence of  property,  the  nation  at  large  is  no 
gainer.  It  is  quite  clear  that  there  are 
many  persons  that  would  be  gainers  by  the 
destruction  of  the  paper  currency  of  the 
country  ;  but  the  gainers  bear  no  propor- 
tion to  the  losers  :  they  are  not  perhaps 
as  one  in  a  hundred  thousand. — As  to  the 
remedy  proposed,  or  rather  the  leaving 
the  evil  to  cure  itself,  it  seems  not  in  the 
smallest  degree  calculated  to  produce 
any  such  effect,  as  that  which  appears  to 
be  expected  from  it.  It  is  asserted  that 
the  gold  coin,  if  it  has  not  already  all  oi 
it  quitted  the  country,  yet,  from  tjie  ra- 
pidity with  which  it  disappears,  there  will 
very  shortly  be  none  of  it  remaining. 
The  return  of  this  gold  coin  is  the  thing 
desired.    No  such  eilectf^cs^this  seems. 
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however,   likely  to   he  produced,  though 
double  or   treble    the  quantity   of  Bank 
notes,  that   are  now  in  circulation,  were 
issued,   and   consequently  price*?   double 
or   treble  beyond  what  they  afe  at  pre- 
sent.    Besides,   Sir,   though  the   disorder 
were   thus  capable   of  being  cured,   the 
process  would  be   an    extremely  gradual 
one,  and  the  mass  ofsuft'ering   produced 
proportionably  great.     Neither  the  Bank 
of  England,  nor  country  banks,  have  the 
power  of  introducing  their  notes  into  cir- 
culation, but  in  proportion  as  a  demand 
is  made  for  them  by  individuals.  Nobody, 
you  Uast  of  all.  Sir,  will  accuse  the  Bank 
of  England,   or  the  country  bankers,  of 
not  seizing  every    such  opportunity  of 
giving  currency  to  their  notes  :  this  is 
among  the  complaints  against  them :  we 
now  see    the  amount  or  the  cttect  that 
has  thus  been   produced,    and  the  time 
that  has  been  taken  to  produce  it.     The 
restriction  on  the  Bank  took  place  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1796,  or  beginning 
of  1797.    The  issues  cannot  be  expected 
to    be   more  rapid  hereafter,   than  they 
were  in  the  interval  between  that  period, 
and  the  present.     They  will  be  less  rapid ; 
and  that  from  two  causes ;   1 .  The  stagna- 
tion of  commerce,    and   transactions   in 
general,  thence  a  diminution  of  the  number 
of  occasions,  on  which  the  discounting  of 
bills  has    heretofore   been  required  ;    Q, 
Th^  discounting  of  bills   by  individuals, 
this  they  will  be  enabled  to  do,  by  the 
quantity  of  capital  that  will  have  been 
thrown  out  of  employment.     We  see  then. 
Sir,  how  long  we  should^  have  to  wait  for 
the   relief  in  question,  did  it  really  con- 
tribute to  produce  the  desired  effect. — So 
incorrigibly  dull  has   the  public   hitherto 
be^,  that  though  the  process  is  obvious 
enough,  and  eas^ily  traceable,  they  have 
never  yet  been  able  to  comprehend,  how 
it  has  happened  that  guineas  have  disap- 
peared  as  paper  money   has   increased. 
A  fresh  mode  of  reasoning  is  necessar}^ 
to  make  it  intelligible  to  them.     Here  we 
have    it  (Register,  xvi,  524).  ''  The/' 
[Guineas]   '*  will  not  stay  to  circulate 
"amongst    so    much   dirty,    ill-looking, 
"  worthless  paper."  Now,  this  is  probably 
designed  as  a  fair,  legitimate,  persuasive, 
convincing^mode  of  argument.     It  speaks 
to  the  senses,  and   is  intelligible  to  the 
meanest  capacity.     Guineas  are  endowed 
with  feeling  :  they  feel  the  passions   of 
aversion  and   love,  they    love   England, 
but  their  hatred  to  paper  is  greater  than 
their  affection    to  their    cotintry:    they 
here  fore  quit  tbcit  country,  when  ex- 


posed to  the  contamination  of  paper  ;  re- 
tiprn  to  it   when  the  paper  has   vanished. 
I  am  afraid,  however.  Sir,  that  to  ensure 
the  return  of  these  sensitive  guineas,  ue 
must  have  something  more  substantial  to 
offer  in  exchange  for  them,  than   the  mere 
absence  of  the  objects  of  their   aversion. 
To  those,  who  possess  them,  we  most  pay 
an  equivalent  for  their  return.      And  how 
is  this  to  be  etlected   in  the  present  little 
less  than  annihilated  state  of  our  commerce 
with    the  Continent  ?     If  we    get   them 
back,  it  must  be  by  commerce  that  it  will, 
if  at  all,  be   accomplished.     As    to  this 
purpose  therefore,  you.  Sir,  will  scarcely 
declare   that  Britain    is  independent    of 
commerce. — Thjs  letter  has  already  ex- 
tended to  such  a  length,  that  I  shall  only 
add,  that  the  conclusion  from  what  has 
been  said  above,  is,  that   the  only  true 
remedy  for  our  present  calamitous  con- 
dition, is  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  to 
prohibit,  both  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  of 
England,    and   of   country    bankers,  the 
issuing  of  any  fresh  notes,  or  the  reissue 
of  those,  that  in  the  course  of  business, 
may  be  returned  upon  them,  till  the  num- 
ber in   circulation  has  been   reduced   to 
a  given  amount.     This  is   the  only  sure 
and  safe   course  of  gradually   preparing; 
the  way  for  the  return  of  guineas  into  the 
circulation  ;   of  enabling  Parliament  after 
a  time,  without  endangering  the  production 
of  some  violent  concussion,   to  repeal  the 
Bank  restriction  act ;  of  reducing  the  prices 
of  commodities  to  the  level  they  were  a^ 
on  some  given  anterior  period,   and  thus 
affording  relief  to  fixt  incomists  ;   and  ot 
preventing  thenceforward  any   such  cala- 
mitous   consequences    from     advance  o\' 
prices,  as  those  that  we  now  labour  unrler. 
I  am,  bir,  yours,  &c.  Decius. 


WEST  INDIA  CUSTOM-HOUSE  FEES. 
St.  Pierre,  Martini^,  'J^th  Aug,  \^09» 
Sir; — Among  the  nomerons  subjects 
which  require  reform,  there  is  none  which 
more  imperiously  requires  the  attention  of 
government  than  the  exorbitant  antount 
of  the   Fees,   extorted   by  the  Custom- 
Houses  throughout  the  West  Indies.    In 
the  old   established   English  islands,  the 
Fees,  which  are  demanded,  are  considera- 
bly more,  than  they  are  authorized  by  the 
act  of  parliament  to  receive ;  but  it  is  ^P 
the   colonies   and    islands  recently  cap" 
tured,  that  this  evil  has  reached  its  fall 
extent,    as  the  following  Table  of  ^^es 
received    in    the    Custom-House  at  ^t. 
Pierre,  (and  authorized  by  Sir  Georgf 
Beckwkh^  K.  B.)  will  phtinly  sbe^- 
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DOCKllT  OF  FEES. 


On  Vessels  entering  with  C^Tgo,  and  clear- 
ing in  Ballast;  viz.  (on  Island  Vessels) 
From  15  to  50  Teas 


30 

55 

SO 

lOO 

150 


55 

80 

UK) 

150 

'^00 


200  and  upwards 


On  entering  Vessels  with  Cargo,  and  clear- 
ing with  Cargo. 
From  15  to  20  Tons 


20 
30 
55 
80 
100 
150 


30 

55 

80 

100 

150 

200 


200  and  upwards  . 


On  drawing  Passes  for  3  Months 
Do.  for  6     Do. 


On  Non-objection  Notes. 
Under  100  Tons  . 
Above  100  Do. 


On  European  and  American  Vessels,  enter- 
ing in  Ballast^  and  clearing  with  Cargo. 

From  15  to  50  Tons 

50  -   130 

130-200  

200  Tons  and  upwards   .... 

Ditto  entering  and  clearing  with  Cargo. 

From  15  ta  50  Tons 

50-130 

130-200 

200  Tons  and  upwards  .... 


Collector. 


Dlis.  Cents. 


7 
10 
12 
15 
18 
19 
24. 


50 


50 


Comptrollei 


Dlrs.  Centr 


10 
15 
20 
24. 

:io 

38 
42 
51 


10. 
20 


2 
3 


36 

48 
54 
72 


48 
66 
72 

96 


2 
3 
4 
5 
0 
6 
S 


50 

S3 


50 


S  'archers  & 
Waiters. 


3      33 
5 

6     66 

8 

10 

12     66 
14 
IS 


3     33 
6     66 


12 
16 
18 
24 


16 
22 
24 
32 


Dirs.  Cents. 


3 

4 

4*' 

6 

6 

6 

8 


Clerks. 


Dire.  Cents. 


3     50 

5 

6 

8 

8 
12 
12 
16 


S 

12 
16 
16 


8 
12 
16 
16 


2 
3 
4 
4 
6 
6 
8 


50 


3 
4 
5 
6 
6 
8 
8 
8 


3 
6 


6 
S 

12 
16 


6 
8 

12 
16 


On  Permits  and  Cockets  for  above  Vessels,  three  Dollars  are  charged  for  each  ;  on  all 
Produce  shipped,  the  Waiters  and  Searchers  receive  five  Stivers  for  each  Package  op 
Box ;  and  also,  sixteen  Dollars  for  two  general  Manifests  for  an  Fluropean  Vessel. 
Fees  on  Registers. 


From  20  Tons  and  under 
20  -  -  -     30  Tons 

30 40 

40  -  -  .     60 

60  -  -  -  100 

lOU  -  -  -   150 

150  -  -  -  200 

On  licensed  Boats. 

First  Class,  or  under  15  Tons 

Second  Do 10    .    . 

Third  Do.  -  -  -  -    5    .    < 


N.  B.  Th«  Governor's  Fees  arc  not 


9 
12 
15 
18 
21 
24 
30 


3 
4 
5 
6 

7 

8 

10 


18  6  6 

12  4  4 

2  )igit2ed  by  ^ 

(Signed)  Geo.  Bkckwith. 

included  in  the  above  Table. 


3 
3 
5 
6 
6 
7 
8 
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The  Revenue  which  arises  to  the  Col- 
lector alone  of  tills  Port,  from  |he  above 
exorbitaat  Docket  of  Fees,  is,  at  a  very  low 
estimate,  worth  at  least  twelve  thousand 
guineas  per  annum.  It  is,  Sir,  a  melan- 
choly reflection,  that  this  severe  tax  on 
commerce  andUiid^vy^  does  not,  in  the 
most  remote  degree/^,  towards  increasing 
our  resources  or  lightening  our  heavy 
burthens,  but  is  appropriated  to  the  sole 
benefit  and  use  of  one  individual,  who 
fattens  on  the  exertions  of  the  industrious, 
and  by  the  insupportable  extent  of  his 
Fees,  does  incalculable  injury  to  the  na- 
tion, by  paraliziniT  those  ellbrts,  which,  if 
unshackled  by  the  enormous  weight  of 
CustomrHouse  Fees  and  Charges,  would 
be  the  means  of  benefiting  thousands  of 
individuals,  and  of  giving  circulation  to 
English  manufiictures  to  a  surprising  ex- 
tent. Should  a  merchant  make  any  re- 
presentation as  to  ^he  extravagance  of  the 
charges  made  by  the  Custom-House,  he  is 
immediately  referi'cd  to  a  Docket  sanc- 
tioned by  the  signature  and  approval  of 
Sir  Geo.  Beckwitb,  K.  B. ;  and  here.  Sir, 
I  cannot  but  observe,  that  I  believe  this  to 
be  a  solitary  instance,  where  a  British 
commander  in  chief  has,  of  his  own  au- 
thority, thought  fifto  supersede  an  act  of 
the  legislation  !  For,  although  the  Fees  re* 
ceived  at  other  Cu^^tom- Houses  be  higher 
than  those  specified  in  the  act,  yet,  until 
the  present  instance,  no  governor  has  been 
bold  enough  to  put  his  band  to  an  illegal 
and  oppressive  Docket.  There  is,  bh, 
however,  another,  and  a  great  evil,  at- 
tendant on  the  rapa^iious  system  of  the 
English  Custom-1  louses,  established  in  fo- 
reign colonics  or  islands  ;  it  impresses  the 
natives  and  others,  with  the  belief,  that 
extortion  is  sanctioned  by  our  government. 
A  foreign  island  is  justly  esteemed  more 
lucrative  to  the  governor,  than  an  English 
one  ;  and  if  it  were  not  so,  how  could  St. 
Croix,  St.  Thomas,  and  Martinique,  be  as 
valuable  governments  (or  perhaps  more 
so)  than  Jamaica  ?  But  I  hope.  Sir, 
through  the  medium  pf  your  Register,  that 
this  representation  will  meet  the  eyes  of 
ministers,  and  that,  by  their  measures, 
foreigners  may  be  convinced,  that  nothing 
but  a  want  of  proper  information,  has 
hitherto  permitted  the  existence  of  abuses, 
so  degrading  to  the  nation,  and  so  oppres- 
sive to  individuals.         I  remain,  &c. 

Mercator. 


HIGH  PRICE  OF  PROVISIONS. 
Sib; — Having  observed  by  the  news- 


papers, that  the  Lords  of  Trade  lid  grant*' 
ed,  or,  were  about  to  grant,  licences  to  im- 
port corn, and  stones  togriqd  it  with,  from 
France,  in  exchange  fbr  colonial  produc- 
tions ;  for  trash  where  bread  is  wanted; 
and  feeling  myself,  as  it  were,  involved  in 
the  disgrace  of  a  measure  which,  in  my 
estimation,  at  once  betrays  our  want  of 
resources  to  carry  on  the  war  till  an  ho- 
nourable peace  is  obtained^  and  places  us 
in  the  ridiculous  situation  of  claiming  the 
dominion  of  the  sea,  and  begging  bread  to 
enable  us  to  hold  it  from  the  very  enemy, 
who  is  c^termined  to  give  up  his  share  of  i 
that  domijiion  only  with  the  ei^istencc  of 
the  nations  which  he  rules ;  I  addr^^ed 
the  underneath  to  their  lordships,  and 
sent  it  to  a  Sunday  newspaper  for  inser- 
tion ;  but  it  was  returned  without  assign- 
ing any  reason  whatever.  1  allow  every 
man,  Sir,  to  be  the"  best  judge  of  his  own 
reasons  for  whatever  he  does  ;  and  I'«|a 
cohceivemany  reasons  why  the  conductort 
of  periodical  publications,  should  return  <* 
suppress^manyof  the  artioics  that  maylw 
sent  them  ;  but  as  I  do  not  see  the  reason 
'why  public  spirited  men  should  not  assign 
their  reasons  for  doing  so,  I  think  I  see 
very  clearly  that  such  of  them  as  do  not 
do  so,  take  the  rnost  .effectual  means  in 
their  power' to  "crush  public  spirit  and  de- 
prfve  tl)cn?iilvcs  o^  \u  aid,  by  sheim^ 
such  unqualified  marks  of  contempt,"  as 
their  refusal  does  shew  for  the  feelings  of 
those,  who  may,  from  a  sense  of  public 
duty,  wish  to  add  their  mite  to  the  aggre- 
gate stock  of  general  knowledge  through 
the  medium  of  the  press.  It  cannot  be 
flattery  to  say.  Sir,  that  I  hold  a  very 
different  opinion  of  your  liberality  as  a 
public  spirited  man ;  (a  public  character 
Lawyers  will  not  allow  you  to  be)  and  to 
confess  that  such  opinion  has  received  a 
coiisiderable  degree  of  strength,  firom 
your  recent  publication  of  an  article  in 
defence  of  Col.  Wardle,  which  the  Editor 
of  the  Morning  Chronicle  refused  to  ia- 
sert,  pefhaps  with  no  greater  degree  of  re- 
gard to  the  feelings  of  the  author  and  the 
duties  of  candour,  than  the  Sunday  paper 
has  shewn  in  my  case.  Holding  this  opi- 
nion of  your  liberality,  I  beg  leave  to  trouble 
•you  with  the  letter  in  question,  leafing 
you,  as  I  did  the  said  paper,  to  apply  such 
corrections,  as  irryour  beaer  judgment  it 
may  stand  in  need  of,  to  merit  its  room  in 
the  Political  Register,  if  it  deserves  your 
attention. 

My  LoVds; — Itis  unnecessary  to  remind 
your  lordships  of  the  fatal  consequence  to 
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nillram^I  may  say,  of  your  fellow  subjects 
which  resuhea,  immedfatdy  as  well  as  re- 
rootelj,  fcom  the  duke  of  rartland's  Pro- 
c}afnati*Mi  of>  Scarcity  in  Jt9^  Your 
lordihips'  recoUection  of  the  calamities 
of  that  and  the  succejid^fig.yearv  can  only 
tenainate  with  your  ii:^e8  ;  and  the  public 
can  only  forget  theai»  wlneo  history  ceases 
to  record  the  soup  afapps,  accumulation  of 
poor8*rates»  and  maUIpllca^on  of  paopers 
which  disgrac<id  those  yes^s,  and  will  dis* 
grade  others  for  ages  to  con^.  Your  lord- 
ihipi  are  also  aware  of  the  rapid  strides 
which  these  calamities  are  again  making 
this  year,  under  the  aimilar  plea  of  a  defi- 
cient crop;  and  to  arrest  their  pfogress, 
joor  lonbhip8»  if  report  be  true^  have  ei- 
ther granted  or  intend  to  grant,  licences 
to  import  grain  from  France,  provided 
Napoleon  will  take  colonial  productions  in 
exchange.  It  is  impossible  to  conceal 
firom  him  that  we  have  sugar,  coffee,  and 
cotton  to  dispose  of;,  but  in.  the  present 
^  of  his  temper,  power,  and  determina- 
tion, is  it  not  the  last  ihii^g  that  he  ou^ht 
to  know,  nay,  ia  there  any  thing  which 
oaghtDot  to  be  done,  to  conceal  noxa  him 
th^  we  are  in  want  of  bread  ?  Conceiving 
tiut  (here  is  not,  i  beg  leave  to  submit  to 
your  lordships  whether  the  means  of  de- 
feating the  internal  enemies  of  their  couti- 
tfy,  who,  by  advancing  the  price  of  pro- 
vjsioas  under  the  plea  stated^  have  placed 
yoar  lordships  in  the  humiliating,  if  not 
traitorous,  situation,  of  cringing  for  bread 
to  the  very  enemy  whom  we  attempted  to 
conqner  by  the  means  of  (amine,  be  not 
nore  immediately  within  the  reach  of 
your  lordships'  power.  '  Tlie  recent  and 
lapid  advanced  price  of  corn  must  either 
be  or  be  not  the  measure  of  the  scantiness 
of  crop,  to  which  it  is  ascribable.  If  it  be 
the  measure  of  it,  then  the  scarcity 
amoontstoone  third  of  last  year's  crop,  for 
the  price  has  advanced,  or  will  soon  ad- 
vance, in  that  proportion  to  last  year's 
price.  And  if  it  be  not  the  measure  of  it, 
then  it  is  not  the  corn  that  has  advanced  a 
tim^  in  price,  but  the  money  that  has  re- 
treated back  to  two  thirds  of  its  last  year's 
exchangeable  value.  It  is  my  positive  be- 
lief that  the  latter  is  the  case,  and  in  hold- 
ing that  belief  I  am  not  a  free  agent,  for 
hit  forced  upon  me,  not  only  by  my  total 
disbelief  ia  a  deficiency  of  one  third,  or 
erea  of  one  thirtieth  in  this  year's  crop ; 
aot  only  by  my  experimental  knowledge 
of  the  conscientiousness  with  which  the 
^etdom  of  trade  allo«(rs  the  monied  far- 
M  and  corn-dealer  to  take  every  possi- 

SvPfiBMKlfT  to  No.  \\^ 


ble  advantage  of  the  consumer,  but  by  my 
positive  recollection,  that  the  price  of 
bread  in  the  winter  of  1799  and  I8CX>,  ro6» 
nearly  in  the  pioportion  of  125  per  cept. 
to  the  price  of  the  preceding  year,  while 
the  deficiency  of  crop,  as  stated  by  the 
late  duke  of  Bedford  in  the  house  of  peers, 
amounted  only  to  25  per  cent,  of  the  pre- 
ceding year's  crop.  This,  my  lords,  is  the 
strongest  proof  which  the  case  will  admit 
of,  that  the  100  per  cent.  dtOerence  be- 
tween the  whole  of  the  advance,  and  the 
25  percent,  corresponding  advance  to  the 
deficiency  of  crop,  cannot  be  traced  to  any 
other  cause  but  a  corresponding  increase 
of  Bank  notes,  country  bank  notes.  Bank 
post  bills,  navy  bills,  exchequer  bills,  bills 
of  exchanges,  promissory  notes,  bonds,  or 
any  other  instrument  in  writing,  or  other- 
wise, by  whatever  name  it  may  be  called,/ 
which  absolutely  or  conditionally  pur<# 
chases  or  circulates  the  produce  of  our  ifl^ 
dustry.  The  bank  notes,  both  town  aftd 
country,  bills  of  exchange  and  promisa^ry 
notes,  part  of  which  were  issued  foe'  tM 
express  purpose  of  withholding  from,%Mur- 
ket  and  tbrestalling  in  the  market,  «^n,as 
well  as  every  other  article  of  nec^ity  or 
conveniency.  And  if  this  proo&  be  poNsi- 
tive  as  to  the  real  cause  of  the  isalamities 
of  1799  and  1800,  can  it  be  liss  so  as  to 
that  of  the  famine  which  again  threatena 
us  with  soup  shops,  and  thein concomitant 
increase  of  paupers,  in  180^^  Conceiving 
that  it  is  not,  I  must  asoumoryoor  lordshipa 
to  be  unacquainted  with  the  manner  in 
which  the  dealers  in  corn,  and  in  every 
thing  else,  drag  Bank  notes  and  country  . 
bank  notes  into  circulation*  to  satiate  their 
own  insatiable  avarioe  at  the  expence  of 
the  consumer,  with  the  view  of  shewins^ 
more  distinctly,  my^notions  of  the  practi- 
cability of  obtainiM  that  supply  at  home» 
which  must  be  looked  for  in  vain  from 
France,  while  the  people  of  that  country 
have  a  recollection  of  our  assi gnats,  and 
other  visionary  efforts  to  starve  them 
out  of  their  independence  as  a  nation. 
When  the  fanners,  (I  do  not  mean  the 
board  of  Agriculture),  wish  to  raise  th« 
price,  then*  policy  is  to  keep  back  their 
produce,  aud  create  an  artificial  scarcity 
in  the  market.  But  to  create  this  scarcity 
is  impracticable,  without  ready  money  to 
pay  their  rents,  taxes,  and  servants'  wages, 
&c.  &C.  and,  therefore,  to  make  it  prac- 
ticable, they  lodge  their  own  securities 
with  the  bankers,  who  greedily  issue  their 
paper  for  the  sake  of  the  interest  it  carries. 
Thus  at  their  ease,  they  come  to  markol 
Y 
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mtb  loag  faces  and  scanty  samples;  and 
tb«  dealer,  alive  to  the  -prospects  of  ad- 
Tsnced  price  and  profit^  which  the  scarcity 
holds  forth,  eagerly  buys  dup  what  is  of- 
fered to  sale,  and  pays  for  it,  either  in  his 
own  bills  of  exchange,  or,  in  the  bank 
notes  which  he  obtained  by  discounting 
such  bills.  And  having  got  possession  of 
the  commodity,  to  raise  its  price  to  any 
extent  he  pleas^'s,  beyond  the  interest  be 
paid  for  the  notes,  be-hus  only  to  follow 
the  farmer's  example,  and  obtain  the 
notes  requiruJ  to  pay  his  rent,  &c. 
Briefly,  my  I^^ds,  these  are  the  means, 
and  the  only  means,  by  which  the 
farmers,  dealers,  and  bankers  unite,  tlieir 
pol\*er  to  f\\ch  the  consumer  of  his  last  shil- 
ling; and  to  subject  their  country  to  alt 
the  calamities  of  a  real  scarcity.  The 
rtraedy,  however,  is  simple,  and,  as  a 
choice  of  evils,  if  such  it  could  be,  it  seems 
to  be  far  preferable  to  the  slow,  if  sure, 
degrading  attempt  to  import  com  from  an 
enemy,  whom  we  hold  at  so  much  defi- 
ance, it  is  only  to  restrain  our  numerous 
banks  from  issuing  their  riotes,  until  their 
value  raises,  or,  the  price  fallit  to  that  level 
at  which  it  may  be  thought  the  mutual 
interest  of  the  farmers,  dealers,  bankers, 
(if  they  are  to  exist)  and  consumer,  it 
should  stand.  It  is  trhe  the  farmers  and 
dealeri  claim  the  right  of  raising  the  price 
of  their  commodities,  as  their  taxes  and 
rates  advance:  who  then  is  to  pay  them, 
tht!  con*?umer  only  ?  That  cannot  be, 
surely;  it  is  impossible  to  allow  them  to 
exempt  themselves  from  taxes,  and,  there- 
fore, a  level  of  prices  should  be  established, 
which  would,  as  nearly  as  possible*  leave 
no  party  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  society^ 
MHthoQt  contributing  toward:)  its  expences ; 
and  fir  less  to  accumulate  fortunes  by  its 
miseries  ;  an  farmers  dealers,  and  bankers 
must  continae  to  do  while  they  are  allowed 
the  use  of  such  facilities  as  paper  money 
gives  them  to  fix  the  rate  of  price  at  any 
level  they  please.  Should  the  interest  of 
the  farmers,  &c.  be  pl«ided  as  a  bar  to 
the  application  of  this  means  of  lowerini? 
prices,  it  will  immediately  occur,  that  im- 
portation wouW  deprive  them  of  the  pro- 
DCS  on  which  they  <:alculate  from  public 
misery,  and  that  this  remedy  can  do  no 
more.  But  this  Is  not  the  point  on  which 
national  honour  and  national  interest  will 
suffer  the  question  to  turn.  The  pivot  on 
which  the  question  turns  is  this ;  shall  we, 
at  the  hnzi^d  of  every  thing,  th?it  is  dear 
to  us  as'a  nation,  and  as  individuals,  submit 
ta  the  degradation  of  begging  our  bread  j 


from  an  Emperor,  who  must'*'  hai^  vihm 
**  our  fear  cometb,^''  or  be  the  most  mag* 
nanimous  of  men  ?  or,  shaU  we,by  the  sim- 
ple^ means  of  discharging  first,  and  thtft 
finding  useful  employment  for,  titt  abia 
hodied  men,  who  work  and  manage  our 
town  and  country  Tag^mouey  nanoiac* 
tories,  manifest  to  Ike  worm,  thai  far 
Britain  to  be  hapfy,  free,  and  great,  it  is 
only  necessary  that  she  shoald  will  it? 
But  the  statesman  and  Ibe  landholder  wiii 
perhaps  exclaim  with  horror,  w:hat  ahsll 
we  do  without  the  thousands  and.millioBio^ 
pounds  which  we  xk>w  collect  in  taxes  and 
rent  ?  Should  our  rags  be  cenyectrd  iota 
dung  instead  o^  money  t  Jost  what  yoa 
did  before  yoo.  had  them  ;  «nd  tbit  wai 
better  than  you  do  with  tbem ;  Ibr  tbeo, 
in  addition  to  the  rags,  as  manure,  yos 
had  the  kbour  that  converts  them  into 
money,  and  that  which  money  in  vanov 
ways  employs  un productively,  to  cuhiiaie 
the  land,  and  bid  defiance  to  such  icarcily 
as  thai,  which  at  present  threatens  you 
with  the  most  serious  consequence,  w 
independent  of  this  advants^e,  and  the 
most  solid  advantage  too, '«(  doet  aot 
necessarily  follow,  that  the  exit  of  paper 
money  can  injure  the  interest  of  any  cfatt 
of  the  community,*  (that  of  its  proprieton 
and  those  whose  baseless  bills  they  dis* 
count  excepted),  and  to  that  evil  theacqsi- 
sition  of  their  labour  to  productive  iadw- 
try  is  more  than  an  equivalent  But  on* 
necessarily  its  fall  may  be  attended  witk 
fatal  consequences.  Suppoae,  for  instadc^ 
that  the  exit  of  paper  money  woqU  Yedii(» 
the  circulating  medium  to  one  tenth  of  iti 
present  amount.  '  In  that  case,  one  tenth 
of  the  taxes  and  rents  now  collected  in 
money,  would  necessarily  yield  as  modi- 
real  revenue  to  the  state  and  the  \9S^ 
holders,  as  th%  whole  ten  tenths  now  pnn 
(luce,  while  nme  tenths  of  the  collectois 
would  be  at  liberty  to  join  the  bankers, 
&c.  in  cultivating  the  land,  and  aniitiply* 
ing  the  real  revenue  pf  their  country,  tt 
least  to  the  amount  of  their  own  coiisaap* 
tiori  of  it.  But  should  avarice  or  igat* 
ranee  lead  govamment  and  the  Iw 
holders  to  extort  tlie  whole  ten  tenths  rf' 
their  present  nominal  revenoe,  or  cvea 
more  than  a  tenth  of  it,  while  the  fanner 
and  the  tradesman  can  sell  their  prodact 
It  but  one  tenth  of  iu  present  price,  t^ 
indeed  the  consequences  of  paningwidr 
paper  money  will  be  unneceoarilycal**' 
mitous ;  and  the  only  change  pr^niaced  iir 
that  government  and  the  landhoMers  hitt 
snatched  tbc  halchei  from  the  hands  of  tki 
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bankets*  Snd  Became  themselyes  the  exf*. 
cuiioaers  4>f  tlj^ir  country.  Hence  arwl 
hence  only  the  danger  of  pointrng  out  the 
means  of*  ruisiiii^  the  value  of  money,  with- 
out shewing  tiie  necessity  of  lowering 
rents  and  taxes  in  the  jsame  proportion. 
Oct,  IQth,  1809.' .  C.  S. 


EDINBURGH  REVIEWERS. 

Sie; — ^As  your  correspondents  complain 
of  the  manner  in  Which  the  Edinburgh 
Reviewers  have  treated  of  Parliamentary 
Reform  ;  of  the  length  of  their  details ;  of 
the  collateral  stibjects  which  they  have 
introduced ;  of  the  refinement  of  their  ar- 
gtHnents,  and  the  other  means  by  which 
Uiey  have  endeavoured  to  bewilder  and 
mislead  their  readers,  I  think  an  ana- 
lysis of  their  system  maybe  of  use.  By 
reducing  it  to  a  narrow  compass,  we  ^haii 
see  it  in  a  naked  state,  stripped  of  its 
meretricious  trappings,  and  be  enabled  to 
determine  that  degree  of  weight  wlttch  it 
ought  to  have  in  fixing  our  opinion.—- 
Iftey  begin  by  enumerating*  in  a  very 
iystematic  manner,  the  evils  under  tvhicn 
we  at  present  labour :  Itt,  The  burden  of 
taxes ;  2ndly,  The  influence  of  the  crown ; 
and  Srdly,  The  monopoly  oT  the  power  of 
the  state  by  a  few. — ^Th^  first  of  these 
evils  is  necessarily  included  in  the  last; 
for  whatever  abuses  exist  with  regard  to 
taxation  originate  in  the  corruption  of  the 
government,  and  whatever  part  of  them 
can  be  removed^  must  be  by  Parliaioen- 
tary  Reform.  The  second,  they  them- 
selves dismiss,  by  saying  that  the  king  has 
no  power.  There  remains,  then,  only  one 
question  for  us  to  discuss,  namely,  the  last, 
or  that  of  Parliamentary  Reform.  On  this, 
the  main  sul^ect  of  their  consideration, 
they  have>  in  SO  pages  of  close  print,  only 
two  argnments :  1st,  That  the  people  are 
corrupt,  and  that  no  reform  could  render 
them  otherwise ;  2nd,  That,  **  at  the  whole 
substantial  power  of  government  is  now 
manifestly  vested  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, the  balance  of  the  constitution  is 
preserved,  and  can  only  be  preserved,  by 
being  transferred  into  that  nouse ;  where 
*  certain  proportion  of  the  influence  of  the 
crown  and  of  the  great  families  of  the 
^od  is  advantageously,  though  somewhat 
irregularly,  mingled  with  the  representa- 
tion of  the  people."— In  answer  to  the 
wit  of  these,  it  is  ^rafficient  to  say,  that  a 
Parliamentary  Reform  would  undoubtedly 
remedy  the  corruption  of  the  people  as 
Im  ai  it  cao  b«  remedied ;  and  that  it  is 


no  arL-'-'iiunt  for  rL;p<  lip.;,'  any  ,i'j'X><\  to 
.iS'.ert,  that  It  i*  not  cc)..ipft  le. — /is  to  the 
second,  their  extraordinary  des  re  to  pre- 
serve the  constitution^  it  is  a  corap'ete 
piece  of  sophistry  ;  and  consists^  as  all 
sophisti*y  does,  in  an  endeavour  to  impose 
words  for  things.  Tlicy  wish  to  preserve 
the  constitution,  witl^out  saying  that  any 
good  would  result  from  its  preservation. 
They  abhor  a  change,  and  yet  would  in- 
troduce a  change  to  prevent  a  change. 
The  truth  is,  they  hate  only  a  change  for 
the  better,  and  would  not  object  to  any 
alteration  on  the  present  system  which 
would  add  to  its  rottenness.  •  Any  thing, 
Mr.  Cob  belt,  will  they  call  thfe  British 
constitution  which  favours  their  own  views, 
and  nothing  will  they  call  by  that  name 
which  does  not. — ^ll)e  foundation  of  thoir 
second  argument  is  indeed  the  assumption 
that  all  the  power  of  the  state  resides  at 
present  in  the  House  of  Commons.  But 
i  believe  the  House  of  Commons  possess 
no  other  power  than  thry  ever  did ;  the 
power  of  granting  orwithholding  the  sup- 
plies. If  recent  circumstances  have  al- 
lowed this  to  be  the  real  power  of  the 
state,  they  prove  nothing  more  than  what 
has  been  and  should  be  the  case.  In  this 
consists  all  the  liberty  of  which  we  boast ; 
and  whenever  the  Commo^  are  deprived 
of  this  power,  the  constitution  is  indeed 
lost  ann  gone.  That  the  o\her  branches 
of  the  la^islature  see  their  own  compara- 
tive insignificance,  and  wish  to  share  the 
power  of  the  Commons,  is  no  reason  for 
quietly  permitting  the  encroachments,  or 
for  confounding  all  the  separate  divisions 
of  the  state  in  one  illegal  intermixture. 
Yet  this  adulterous  intercourse  is  th« 
only  expedient  which  the  Edinburgh  Re- 
viewers recommend  for  preserving  the 
mutual  controul  of  the  di&rent  branches 
of  the  legislature,  and  for  enabling  th« 
king  to  withstand  the  encroachments  of  s 
democratical  House  of  Commons.  Ac* 
cording  to  their  doctrines  no  encroach- 
ment indeed  remains  to  be  made,  and  (ha 
king,  and  lords,  (who  have  always  beea 
consider^  as  an  appendage  of  the  king), 
would  still  preserve  all  the  power  in  th« 
state^  which,  by  the  British  constitution, 
they  ought  to  have,  that  of  swaying  thi 
balance  between  the  people  and  their  repre* 
sentatives ;  for  great  part  of  the- argument 
of  these  Reviewers  is  made  out  by  drop* 
ping,  with  admirable  dexterity  no  doubt, 
the  distinction  between  the  people  who 
chuse,  and  those  who  deliberate  and  judg« 
for  them,  and  caHing  both  by  tht  ge^itral 
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appellation  of  a  Democratical  House  of 
Commons.  As  to  insurrection  and  civil 
war  arising  from  tbe  king's  negativing  the 
bills  of  the  House  of  Commons^  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  this  prerogative  of  the 
king's  is  the  fnost  rarely  used  of  any.  It  \i 
lor  the  advantage  of  the  different  branches 
of  the  legislature,  as  for  people  in  common 
life,  to  practise  a  mutual  forbearance,  and 
to  prevent,  by  timely  concessions,  all  rude 
oollisiiuis  in  the  political  machine ;  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  a  re- 
fornjed  House  of  Commons  would  urge 
the  king  to  an  exercise  of  this  prerogative 
more  than  a  corrupt.  The  king,  I  believe, 
has  more'  to  fear  from  Borough-mongers 
than  from  his  people.  The  prerogative, 
which,  in  case  of  a  difference  with  his^par- 
liament,  he  would  use,  is  rather  that  which 
the  Reviewers  wish  to  keep  out  of  Tiew, 
viz.  an  appeal  to  tbe  people  by  a  dissolu- 
tion. On  a  new  parliament  being  returned 
wHich  persisted  in  passing  the  same  bills> 
the  king,  it  is  to  be  understood,  would  con- 
cede, if  he  had  not  an  interest  iSifferent 
from  the  nation;  and  Irere  it  i»*te  bere- 
marked,  that  this  is  not  tbe  age  in  which  the 
people  are  supposed  to  be  made  for  princes, 
but  princes  for  the  people.  The  execu- 
tive is  only  the  hana  which  ministers  to 
the  head  or  deliberative  body  of  the  state; 
and  a  good  jjovemraient  will  always  be 
ordered  so  as  that  a  kins  will  find  his  in- 
terest t*  be  the  «ame  with  that  of  bis  peo- 
ple. But  to  conclude  this  letter,  which 
has  been  already  drawn  out  to  too  great 
length,  the  doctrines  of  the  Edinburgh, 
BevieWers  may  be  summed  up  in  this,  that 
the  House  of  Commons  have  assumed  a 
power  in  the  state  consistent  neither  with 
the  constitution  nor  with  expediency,  and 
that. the  evil  can  be  corrected  by  nothing 
but  an  infusion  of  royal  and  aristocratical 
influence  into  that  assembly  to  an  indefi- 
nite extent;  while  I  contend,  and  every 
person  may  perceive,  that  the  Houise  of 
Commons  has  assumed  no  new  power,  but 
that  the  other  branches  of  the  legislature 
have  made  encfoachments  on  that  house 
consistent  neither  with  the  constitution 
nor  expediency,  and  that  nothing  can 
plirge  it  of  aristocratical  influence  and  re- 
store it  to  pirity  but  a  Parliamentary 
Reform.  W.  Y. 
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PARLIAMENTARY    REFORM. 

■^^trrU^fl^bi^n  so  long  in  tbe  habit 
'*'*"  "  Ijp^ibe  l^tnciples  which  ap- 

K$  y&r  p^icai  cotAduct.  and 
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80  long  accustomed  to  admire  your  sense 
of  public  duty,  your  discernment  of  the 
true  interests  of  nations,  and  your  quick 
perception  of  the  immediate  and  remote 
effects  of  the  various  measures  of  Sutcs- 
men,  that  I  really  feel  an  almost  insupe* 
rable  degree  of  reluctance  in  questioning 
the  expediency  of  that  project  which  yoa 
have  distinctly  pronounced  to  be  indispen- 
sably requisite  to  the  welfare  and  stability 
of  the  British  Empire :  I  mean  a  Reforma- 
tion of  Parliament — But,  Sir,  were  I  to 
decline  provoking  a  more  minute  discus- 
sion of  that  momentous  project  than  it  has, 
as  yet,  to  my  knowledge,  undergone,. diois 
considerations  whicb  actually  dispose  mt 
to  deprecate  a  general  pursuit  thereof 
must  inevitably  continue  to  operate  with 
unabated  and  effective  force;  and  thas 
fix  me,  with  reference  to  one  subject  at 
least,  in  a  distressing  state  of  opposition 
to  a  person  with  whom  I  am  solicitous  to 
concur :  the  contrary  of  which,  in  the 
event  of  such  discussion,  though  extremely 
impi;obablc,  J  shall  certainly  not  presuoH 
tOAay  id  utterly  impossible. 

That  the  influence  of  tKo  I^fJftlsteti  ^ 
tlie  Crown  is  enormous ;  iliat  this  infl*- 
ance  has  already  proved  detrimental,  in 
sevGial  respects;  and  luay  ultimately 
become  ruinous,  are  truths,  which  no  in- 
genuous person,  capable  of  due  reflection, 
can  find  himself  satisfactorily  prepared  to 
refute.  It  falls  under  the  observation  of 
every  man  conversant,  in  public  affairs, 
that  taxes  the  most  burdensome  and  vexa- 
tious are,  without  difliculty,  imposed  and 
continued  ;  that  scrupulously  Comprehen- 
sive enquiries  into  the  expenditure  of 
public  money  arc  cither  thwarted  or  ren- 
dered abortive;  that  jobbing,  peculation, 
and  corruption,  in  various  shapes  prevail; 
that  the  tutelary  lawsof  British  liberty  art 
occasionally  suspended  without  urgent  ne- 
cessity ;  that  every  measure,  however 
prudential  and  popular,  which  hapoensto 
originate  among  the  opponents  of^  admi- 
nistration, is  enviously  and  contumeliooslj 
resisted  with  tflecl ;  that  decisive  raajorh 
ties  In  Parliament  may  be  obtained  bf 
any  Minister,  on  anv  question  ;  and  that 
the  affairs  of  the  £mpire  are  most  in* 
eptly  conducted,  and  its  resources  moH 
egrcgiously  and  dangerously  mismanaged.' 
It  i«  a  truth  too  obvious  to  require  illustra- 
tion, that  all  these  and  other  evils  are  im- 
putable solely  to  that  influence  which  the 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  are  enabled  to  ex- 
ercise. Aud  to  afirm  that  this  perniciooi 
influtnce,  op«ratiJ^(  thia^  hu  ilreadyi  tot 
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certain  exteiit>  aiulennided^  and»  if  not 
seasonably  counteracted^  most,  at  no  very 
distant  period^  snbverU  or  radically  change 
our  unrivaUied  system  of  civil  polity,  will 
liardly  be  considered,  by  unperverted 
persons,  as  the  idle,  unsubstantial  d^cla- 
mafion  of  a  querulous  dissatisBed  man. 

Under  8u<*h  circumstances.  Sir,  it  is  ex- 
tremely natural  that  a  vast  portion  of  the 
people  of.  England  should  be  favourably 
disposed  towards  any  constilutional  project 
calculated  to  retrench,  or  confine  -  within 
iafe  limits,  the  influence  in  question.  And 
•ertainly  that  which  has  of  late  been 
again  presented  to  the  public  mind, 
namely,  a  Reformation  of  Parliament,  pro- 
duced by  a  disfranchisement  of  decayed 
mnd  corrupt  boroughs,  an  extension  of  the 
right  of  suffrage,  an  abridgei^ent  of  the 
duration  of  Parliaments,  and  an  exclusion 
of  placemen  and  pensioners  from  the 
Hoase  of  Commons,  seems,  at  first  view, 
so  likely  to  prove  efficacious,  in  the  way 
desired,  that  there  can  be  little  ground  for 
surprise  at  the  growing  prevalence  of  a  so- 
licitude for  its  adoption. 

But,  Sir,  as  every  change  in  a  system 
of  civil  polity  may  rationaUy  be  ex- 
pected to  produce,  under  the  varying  as- 
pect of  the  times,  many  important  eflects, 
whtcb,  while  the  change  is  in  contempla- 
tion, cannot  possibly  be  foreseen;  inas- 
moch  as  the  production  of  these  e^eta  is 
ordinarily  governed  by.  combinations  of 
moral  or  political  circumstances,  of  a  ca- 
«ial  or  emergent  nature,  which  are  con- 
iessedly  beyond  the  sphere  of  human 
foreknowledge ;  and  as  the  mean?  propos* 
ed  for  accomplishing  a  Reformation  of  rar^ 
liament  are  undeniably  essential  changes, 
the  distant  effects  whereof  no  man,  how- 
ever penetrating  his  foresight,  can  pretend 
to  anticipate,  without  a  sreater  degree  of 
presumption  than  accords  with  a  profound 
onderstanding,  so  it  behoves  nsto  examine 
this  pregnant  project  with  peculiar  pa- 
tience,  care,  and  circumspection ;  to  con- 
sider seriously  whether  it  be  really  ade- 
quate, to  the  end  proposed;  whether,  if 
carried  into  effect,  it  may  not  ultimately 
be  productive  of  greater  evils  than  we  ac- 
tually experience ;  and  whether  w^  may 
not,  with  an  equal  prospect  of  success^  re- 
sort, for  the  attainment  of  the  final  object 
In  yiew,  to  some  other  of  a  more  familiar 
and  less  hazardous  kind. 

It  seems  to  be  generally  received  as  an 
indisputable  truth,  tbat  a  reformation  of 
.I^eurUamont  would  ooHipletely  prevent  a 
.coorupi  •stw^iit  of  lh»  pakonag*  of  ths 


Crown.  But,  Sir,  I  will  frankly  declare* 
that,  untH  farther  informed,  I  cannot,  for 
my  part,  avoid  considering  this  fundamen- 
tal position  as  a  mere  plausible  assumption, 
more  likely  to  be  disproved  than  confirmed. 
And  I  will  add,  that  instead  of  regarding 
the  meditated  reformation,  as  a  safe  and 
salutary  renovation  of  our  s^ystem  of  civil 
polity,  I  am  greatly  apprehensive  that,  if 
carried  into  enisct,  it  may  prove  a  proxi- 
mate cause  of  the  dissolution  thereof. 
How  far  1  am  yet  to  be  undeceived  yo^i 
will  easily  discover  by  the  following  ob- 
servations. 

The  *  preservation  of  the  hereditary 
rights  and  liberties  of  Englishmen,  which 
should  always  be  the  paramount  object  of 
their  public  concern,  is  manifestly  con- 
nected, in  the  strictest  manner,  with  the 
maintenance  of  the  national  independence 
of  England.  .  The  mainienance  of  that  io- 
dcpc^ndence  will  be  found,  o^  reflection, 
to  be  utterly  incompatible  with  an  uniform 
adherence  to  pacific, measures,  on  the  part 
of  those  who  administer  the  afiairs  of  tha 
nation.  To  perpetuate  that  independ- 
ence, it  is  certain  that  recourse  most  oc- 
casionally be  had  to  war.  And  to  prose-  . 
cute  war,  with  vigour  and  success,  national 
opulence>  resultmg  from  domestic  and 
foreign  commerce,  must  unquestionaibly 
be  seasonably  and  sedulously  augmented  ; 
for  to  that  opulence^  at  the.  disposal  of 
able.and  upright  Statesossn,* the' success  of 
^ery  war^  and  the  evcatuai  stability  of ' 
the  Aritish  Empire  must  always,  princi- 
pally, be  proportioBed.-— if  Englana  ceasa 
to  be  belligerent,  she  must  soon  cease  to 
be  independent ;  and  if  she  cease  to  ac- 
cumulate wealth,  she  will  cease  to  be  in  a 
condition  to  carry  on  war  with  the  pros- 
pect of  a  safe  and  honourable  peace.  Had 
It  not  been  for  her  great  and  iucr^sing 
opulence,  she  certainly  coukl  not  have 
resisted  her  potent  and  numerous  enemies 
so  long  as  she  has  done,  under  an  evident 
mismanagement  of  her  resources.  Bu^ 
the  necessary  wars  of  England,  the  pro- 
gressive increase  of  taxes  requisite  to  de- 
fray the  inseparable  expences  of  thesa 
wars,  and  commensurate  with  the  growing 
wealth  of  the  Empire ;  and  moreover  tha 
incidental  annexation  of  foreign  colonies  to 
the  British  Crown,  must  obviously  be  ac» 
companied  by  the  distribution  of  avast 
number  of  hQnourabla  and  lucrative  em- 
ployments, in  the  army  and  navy,  in  tha 
civil  and  mercantile  lines  of  businoM 
auxiliary  to  thest,  in  the  cokmiai  ana 
diploB^itio  dopaiUnaiilib  and  in  thoso  of 
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the  excite  And  -cnstoins  :  in  other  words, 
kn  immen  t  and  in(!reusing  patrona^^e 
musl  always  exist.  The  extrcise  of  this 
patronage;  together  with  the  power  of  be- 
stowing those  civil,  ecclesiastic  il,  ahd 
forensic  dignities  which  emanate  from 
the  Crown,  must,  so  long  as  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  existing  j^ystem  of  civil  polity 
ihall  be  he  id  m  view,  be  consigned  to  the 
individuals  on  whoiie  counsel  the  King 
may  think  proper  to  rely  ;  f«r,  were  il 
%ansferred  to  any  other  descriptii.n  of 
persons  in  the  community,  it  is  clear  that 
an  extra-constitutional  power  of  superior 
magnitude  would  immedrately  be  created  ; 
a;id  that  an  eventual  destruction  of  the 
system  of  civil  polity  would  ensue.  The 
public  duty  of  these  Counsellors  consists 
in  devising,  prosecuting,  and  accomplish- 
ing measures  for'  the  support  of  the  go- 
vernrtfent,  and .  the  general  welfare  of 
the  Empire :  and  on  the  performance  of 
this  duty  the  preservation  of  their  places 
confessedly  depends.  But  without  the 
concurrence  or  acquiescence  of  Parliament 
in  these  measures,  they  (;annot  possibly 
be  carried  into  execution.  To  secure  that 
indispensable  concurrence  or  acquiescence, 
therefore,  the  MinistfTs  of  the  Crown, 
tinder  the  joint  impulse  of  a  sense  of  duty 
arKl  personal  interest,  will  always  natu- 
rally resort  to  those  means  the  efficacy 
whereof  has  been- experimental 'y  proved. 
Sound  reasoning,  persuasive  eioqiience, 
tnd  an  elaborate  display  of  the  expediency 
of  the  measures  f^roposed  -to  Parliament, 
may,  possibly,  on  several  occasions,  in- 
cline that  assembly  to  second  the  views  of 
Administration.  But  precedents  and  re- 
flection have  taught  the  Statesmen  of  Eng- 
land to  beware  of  relying  wholly  on  swch 
uncertaifi  means  for  securing  an  undeviat- 
ing  and  satisfactory  support  of  their  mea- 
sures. Armed  with  the  immense  patron- 
age of  the  Crown,  and  amply  convinced, 
by  a  long  and  uninterrupted  series  of  trial, 
*)f  the  invariable  efficiency  thereof,  when 
exercised  with  the  view  of  securing  Parlia- 
mentary support,  they  will  always  pru- 
dently place  their  chief,  if  boI  exclusive 
reliance,  on  its  instrumentality';  and  I  am 
firmly  peratttded  that  so  leng  as  alii  bit  ion 
*nd  avarice  shall  hold  their  places  among 
buman  passions,  this  reliance  wiH  liot  be 
vain.  The  projected  reformation;  accom- 
panied by  the  imposition  of  new  «Bthf», 
inay  undoubtedly  prevent  a  direct,  vndia- 
•uised,  and  manifestly  corrupt  eXetcise  of 
me  patronage  pf  the  Ctt)wn,  on  the  coti- 
liil^nt  and  ^r99t»mxft  .b|Bdi«i ;  biH  a 
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collateral^  clandestine^  or  remotely  retri^ 
butive,  and  equally  elFectual  exercise 
thereof  cannot  thus  be  impeded.  The 
corrupter  and  the  corruptible,  he  whoi* 
interest  prompts  him  to  sway,  and  he 
whose  passtonji  prepare  him  to  he  swayed, 
he  who  is  ready  to  give  and  be  who  seeb 
to  get,  Will  assuredly,  sooner  or  later,  find 
meaas  to  approach,  understand  and  cove' 
nant  efficiently  wiih  each  other.  We  per- 
ceive l;hat,  in  almost  *every  instance,  self* 
interest  operates  wnh  much  greater  and 
more  dm-abie  energy  and  activity  thau 
zeal  ior  the  public  good  ;  and  have  tbere^ 
fore  little  reason  to  expect  that  those  who 
are  actuated  by  the  former  will,  in^  ifaii 
instance,  fail  to  outstrip,  weary,  and  finally 
defeat  the  few  « ho  are  animated  hy  tbt 
latter.  Human  ingenuity  besides,  ift  at* 
ways  confessedly  mure  likely  to  succeed 
in  the  task  of  evasion,  than  in  tbatofpre^ 
vention.  , 

Supipose,  Sir,  that  with  a  view  to  the 
obstruction  of  ministeriat  influence,  th^ 
elective  franchise  w^re  extended  to  all 
men  possessed  of  clear,  independebt,  year- 
ly incomes  of  100/.  at  least,  derived  either 
from  land,  or  from  any  other  source?  and 
that  all  other  persons  were  disqualified  to 
vote  for  Members  of  Parliament;— an  ex- 
pedient which  would  not,  upon  the  whole, 
narrow  the  constituent  body,  and  b^es 
preckuling  the  tumults  ordinarily  attei^ 
dant  on  electiotis,  would  certainly  h»ve  a 
greater  tendency  than  any  o.her  to  p^^ 
vent  what  may  be  called  elememat  coi» 
rupion,  inasmuch  as  an  independent  C90k> 
petencyj  on  the  part  of  th^  elector,  is  hs 
niore  liloely  than  any  latr  to  frustntepeoK 
niary  or  other  influence  on  the^arCof  the 
candidate ;  and  suppose  that  these  elec- 
tors were  obliged  to  swear  uaaer  the  heo^ 
viem  penaltiea  in  case  of  perjary,  that 
ihey  neither  did  receive,  nor  were  [»•- 
mised,  nor  bad  asked  any  remuneratiea 
for  their  votes  ;  that  the  candidates  under 
^e  same  penalties,  were  obliged  to  swear 
that  they  neither  gave,  nor  promised  say 
■species  of  reward  to  any  elector;  aa^ 
that  the  representatives  were  obfiged  to 
swear  at  the  opt'ning  of  every  aeasion.tli* 
they  neither  had  asked  for,  nor  were  pro* 
mised  any  civil  emp*oyiiient«  hmioar,  or 
emolument,  in  consiiieraiioii  of  the  sap- 
port  which  they  might  grve«ihe  executive 
government,  still  the  patronage  of  the 
C-ro^n,  would,  in  my  opinion,  he,  inw 
<legree,  rendered  «i4tiinate#y  imperatitu 
in  its  present  i^phero.  If  the  indnriduah 
who  gmvt  soppprt  wtie  p»v«tad  inm 
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asking,  and  those  who  obtained  it  pre- 
Tented  from  promising  remuneration,  a 
practice  whi<h  indeed  alrei^y  i&xisU,  of 
bestowing  unstipulated,  unsolicited  re- 
wardsi  would  soon  be  generally  establish- 
ed. Those  who  bad  been  supported, 
would,  with  ai>eye  to  futurity,  be  still 
more  diligent  t^i  at  present,  in  searching 
()r  opportunities  to  eyince  their  gratitude. 
Geacral  expectation  would  be  kept  alivp, 
aad  work  as  forcibly  as  tlie  mo^  solemn 
and  repeated  promises.  And>  furthermore, 
an  exemption  from  importunities  would 
eoable  the  distribotors  of  ihe  honpurs  and 
offices  of  the  state  to  bestow  them  in  the 
most  suitable,  judicious,  and  eiiectual 
manner,  with  reference  to  tlieir  own-  per- 
soqhI  ioterest^.  As  for  tiie  expedient  of 
obliging  the  representatives  of  the  people 
to  swear  that  they  would  never  accept  any 
emplsyment  or  honour  in  the  gift  of  the 
Crowa,  the  reflections  of  almost  every 
pun  will  sufficiently  enable  him  to  dis- 
cover its  ruinous  tendency,  in-  the  ex- 
tremely unlikely  event  of  its  being  ever 
adopted  and  established.  If,  in  conse- 
quence of  having  acted,  for  a  few  years^ 
^  a  representative  of  the  people,  a  man 
were  to  be  4br  ever  debarred  by  his  oath, 
from  accepting  the  honour  of  nobility,  and 
innsmitting  the  rights  thereof  to  ais  de- 
^ndaats;  and  if  he  were  likewise  to  be 
thus  for  ever  incapacitated  to  hold  any 
place  of  trusty  or  in  the  state,  of  what  de^ 
5criptioa  of  men.  Sir,  would  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  most  authontative  part  of 
^s Legislature,  be  composed?  Certainly 
not,  for  the  most  part,  of  incorruptible,  unas- 
piring, public-spirited  and  intelligent  men, 
^  some  people  vainly  anticipate;  but  of 
a  description  of  persons,  from  whom  to  say 
^  wocse,  much  less  good,  upon  the  whole, 
c<Hiki  rationally  be  expected,  than  from 
^^  of  whom  it  is  at  present  composed. 

It  may  be  said;  Sir,  that^ admitting  the. 
likelihood  orcertainty  of  the  establbhment 
of  the  practice  just  noticed,  in  the  midst 
of  snch  obstacles,  and  likewise  admitting 
its  ^^cacy  to  the  extent  presumed,  there 
instill  at  band  an  expedient  calculated  to 
"Qpersede  completely  the  exercise  of  the 
patromigeof  the  Crown,  amone  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people :  namely,  the  sim- 
ple and  sanctioned  one  of  granting  them 
Iib«nd  salaries. — But,  Sir,^ith  regard  to 
^is  expediejQit,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that 
w»  those  wikrare  governed  by  ambition, 
<ui  those  who  aim  at  dtstinciion  in  the 
<^OB>«KiQity,  it  could  ptodnce  no  effect 
whatsoever :    tha  i^  these  salaries  were 


not  so  ample  as  to  be  considered  in  iJif^ 
lif^ht  of  desirable  additions  to  the  inc^mjt-*; 
of  individuals,  they  could  not  produce  XhM 
intended  elK>ct  oii  the  avaricious;  andthd 
if  they  were  so^  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  at  least  those  among  tbem  who 
migbt  bo  influenced  by  the  passion  of 
avarice,  would  ultimately  become  as  coqi'- 
plete  tools  in  the  bands  of  their  eonsti^ 
tuent^  as  any  of  them  ever  were  in  those 
of  a  minister  of  the  Crqwn.  They  would 
acquiesce  as  servilely  in  all  tht*  crude,  ca- 
pricious, and  dangerous  projects  of  elec- 
tors, probably  under  the  controul  of  av 
piring  demagogues,  as  any  of  them  have 
ever  done  in  the  impolitic  or  wnconitiiu- 
tional  measures  of  succes4ive  administra- 
tions ;  and  the  example  of  France,  Sir, 
ought,  I  think,  to  make  us  beware  of  the 
remote  ellccts  of  subjecting  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people  too  much  to  their 
dictation.  Besides,  in  these  days  of 
luxury,  profligacy  and  venality,  it  seems 
not  altogether  unbecoming  to  consider, 
whether  if  our  own  Government  were  re-» 
strained  from  gratifying  the  avarice  of 
individuals,  another  government  migbt 
not  address  that  passion,  with.dilngeroue 
effect. 

Let  u|,  however.  Sir,  for  the  moment, 
suppose  that  Ministerial  influence  were  en- 
tirely excluded  from  the  Legislature,  andl 
that  the  persons  elected  by  the  people  to 
serve  in  Parliament,  were,  for  the  most 
part,  removed  by  th^  magjvicude  of  their 
private  incomes,  beyonct  a  likelihood  of 
being  swayed  in  th^nr  decisions,  by  a  so- 
licitude to  preserve  the  salary  annexed  to 
the  office  of  representative  ;  might  U  not 
still  be  reasonably  apprehended,  tW  the 
various  passions,  «jid  propensities  which 
belong  to  human  iitHure»  «nd  the  diii^ent 
views,  interests,  and  pm-suitsof  individuals 
would  too  often  conspire  to  form  an  irre- 
sistible opposition  to  many  of  the  measuree 
of  every  Administration  ?  Might  it  not 
reasonably  be  apprehended,  if  the  Minis- 
ters of  the  Crown  had  no  other  means 
of  obtaining  the  coticurrence  of  Parliament 
in  their  measures,  except  such  reasoning 
as  they  might  employ  in  behalf  of  them, 
that  superior  sophistry,  or  eloquence,  or 
address,  or  talents  for  intrigue,  on  the  pnrt 
of  their  oppoucnts,  or  perhaps  even  the 
plausible  language  of  a  popular  Pam- 
phleteer, would  too  often  govern  the  deter- 
mination of  Parliament,  to  the  discomfi- 
ture and  dissolution  of  the  existing  Ad- 
ministration !  Might  it  not  be  apprehend- 
ed t^Et  almost  every  Administration  weuld 
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be  thus  extingnished  before  the  Mlraibers 
thereof  had  acquired  eufficient  experience 
to  conduct  the  afiairs  of  the  Empire  with 
fiuttlitvand  advantage?  And  should  we  not 
then  be  exposed  to  the  manifold  inconve- 
nience of  a  weak^  fluctuating,  transitory 
Government,  unsatisfactory  to  its  subjects, 
unfavourable  to  loyalty,  and  extremely 
<lisadvantageous  to  the  Empire  in  respect 
of  its  foi^eign  relations?  If,  indeed,  there 
existed  any  reason  to  expect  that  the  Re- 
pr^sentaiive  body,  in  the  event  of  the  re- 
form .in  question,  would  contain  a  majori- 
ty of  wise,  steady,  disinterested,  unam- 
bitious, public-spirited,  patriotic  men, 
there  would  remain  little  ground  for  these 
apprehensions ;  but  to  entertain  and  act 
upon  an  expectation  of  this  nature,  in  times 
like  the  present,  or  in  truth,  in  any  other 
times,  is,  surely,  a  puerility  too  manifest  to 
require  exposure. 

but  indep<5ndently  of  these  considera- 
tions it  is  not  likely,  Sir,  that  a  disfranchise^ 
ment  of  decayed  boroughs,  an  extension 
of  the  right  of  sulhrage,  an  abridgement 
of  the  duration  of  Parliaments,  and  aa  ex- 
clusion of  placemen  from  the  House  of 
•Commons,  would  be  productive  of  cer- 
tain disadvantages  for  which  perhaps 
an  adequate  cooopuisation  might  nut 
be  -^  obtained  ?  It  certainly  needs  ^  no 
extraordinary  exertion  of  the  human 
imagination  to  trace  out,  on  rational 
grounds,  many  effects  of  rather  an  unpro- 
pitious  nature,  which  might  ensue  from 
the  disfranchisement  of  those  boroughs 
which  have  hitherto  so  often  supplied  the 
legislature  with  statesmen  and  orators  of 
an  inferior  note— with  men,  whose  labo- 
riously acquired  information,  cultivated 
eloquence,  and  diligently  improved  powers 
,of  reasoning  qualined  them  eminently  for 
the  management  of  state  afFairs,  for  guid- 
ing, correcting,  or  confirming  the  public 
opinion,  and  ^r  giving  salutary  efBciencv 
-to  the  voice' of  the  nation.  It  certainly  is 
far  from  difficult  to  exhibit  a  series  of 
evils  which  might  possibly  arise  from  in- 
volving a  greater  number  of  persons  than 
at  present  in  the  ferment  of  elections,  and 
from  rendering  that  ferment  almost  conti- 
nuous by  frequency  of  repetition.  .  Nor 
would  it  evince  superior  penetration  to 
detect  the  varied  inconvenience  which 
might  be  experienced  in  consequence  of 
excluding,  from  the  great  deliberative  as- 
•embly  of  the  nation,  those  who  might  be 
appointed  to  administer  its  afi&irs.  In 
truth.  Sir,  if  the  right  of  propounding 
were  thus,   in  reality,  exclurvely 


exercised  by  the  Lords  and  Represeitfa- 
tives  of  the  people,  to  whom  alone  it 
formally  and  theoretically  belongs,  it  ii 
not  improbable,  that,  in  the  event  of  a  re- 
moval of  the  actual  influence  of  the  crown, 
measures  inconsistent  with  the  requisite 
dignity  and  even  safety  thereof,  tending 
Itothe  dangerous  elevation  of  parliBmen- 
tery  leaders,  would  be  obtruded  upon  dit 
executive  power;  and  that  the  exisling 
system  pf  civil  polity  would  soon,  in  con- 
sequence, assume  a  new  form.  The  Royal 
Veto,  alone.  Sir,  is  confessedly  inadeqoace 
to  check  for  any  length  of  time,  the  p«- 
sible  encroachments  or  usorpAtioiis  of  a 
House  of  Commons  influenced  by  demo* 
cratic  principles. 

Such,  Sir,  are  the  considerations  vrbid 
incline  me  to  doubt  the  efficacy  of  parlia- 
mentary reformation:  and  to  deprecate 
the  pursuit  of  that  project.  Do  yoo  theo, 
I  may  be  asked,  deem  .it  prudent,  on  tbe 
part  of  the  people  of  England,  to  rest 
contented  upon '  that  corrupt  and  pernici- 
ous exercise  of  that  enormous  patronage 
of  the  crown  which  every  honest  and  re- 
flecting man  must  deeply  deplore  >  Most 
certainly  I  do  not:  for  I  feel  thoroughly  per- 
suaded of  its  direct  tendency  to  endanger 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  Englishmen,  and 
the  stability  of  the  Empire.  But,  I  am 
prone  to  think,  that  there  is  not  sufficient 
ground  for  despairing  of  the  possibility  of 
protecting  the  people  of  England  against 
all  the  dangerous  ^excesses  of  the  in- 
fluence resulting  from  that  patronage,  by 
a  much  safer,  more  simple,  and  more 
constitutional  expedient  than  parliamen- 
tary reformation.  I  mean  an  unfettered, 
distinct  and  formal  annunciation  of  the 
genuine  sentiments  of  the  people,  on  ail 
prevailing  practices  of  an  important  na- 
ture, and  on  all  momentous  questiens 
which  may  at  any  time  agitate  the  public 
mind. 

Even  under  the  most  arbitrary  govern- 
ments, public  opinion,  if  peradventure,  it 
ever  reach  the  ears  of  the  Prince  or  thoie 
of  his  council,  will  frequently  sway  bis 
decisions.  In  England,  whenever  fiiUv 
and  loudly  expressed,  it  hat  alnfiost  al- 
ways had  the  ei^t  of  governing  the  con- 
duct of  administration.  To  comply  wiib 
it  indeed,  to  a  certain  degree,  ts  in  moit 
cases  a  proof  of  political  wisdom :  to  re- 
sist it  and  scorn  it,  a  proof  of  rasbnen, 
amounting  to  political  insanity,  if  a  great 
majority  of  the  people  ot  the  United 
Kingdom  tbonld  be  found  really  advent 
to  the  pursuit,  or  real^^  aolicitons  ftr  tbe 
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adoption  of  any  measure,  or  system  of 
n^easures,  it  surely  cannot  be  presumed^ 
that  any  minister  would  inconsiderately 
ilisregard  their  wishes;  and  pertinaciously 
decline  to  act  in  conformity  therewith. 
Bat,  Sir^  in  consequence  of  the  compara- 
tive infrequency  of  public  meetings,  and 
also  in  consequence  of  the  stratagems  em- 
ployed to  procure  resolutions  and  addresses 
i'aToorable  or  hostile  to  the  views  of  the 
existing  Administration,  it  is  certain  that 
the  real  sentiments,  especially  of  the  more 
reflecting  and  moderate  of  the  people,  are 
for  from  being  always  known  ;  and  never 
sufficiently  pressed  upon  the  consideration 
of  thote  in  authority.  Now,  Sjr,  I  am 
disposed  to  believe  that  this  disadvantage, 
aiFectlng  both  the  government  and  the 
people,  might  be  effectually  removed 
by  the  enactment  of  a  specific  law,  au- 
thorising and  requiring  local  meetings  of 
the  more  respectable  inhabitants  of  the 
several  counties  and  principal  towns  to  be 
held -every  year,  on  the  first  Monday  after 
Christmas  day,  for  the  purpose  of  discuss- 
ing all  important  questions  agitated  in  the 
preceding  Session  of  parliament,  and  re- 
viewing the  actual  state  and  exigencies  of 
the  nation  ;  ]imitin((  the  duration  of  these 
meetings  to  a  single  day  ;  prohibiting  all 
others  of  a  similar  nature;  and  directing 
that  the  sentiments  of  the  majority,  present 
at  each^  be  reduced  into  a  few  brief  resolu- 
tions; transmitted,  in  this  shape,  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Commons  arranged,  print- 
ed and  distributed,  in  small  volumes,  among 
^be  Members  of  Parlianient.  By  this  mode 
of  proceeding,  as  instructive  a  document, 
on  the  subject  of  public  opinion,  would  be 
obtained  as  any  legislator  or  statesman 
could  wish  to  possess;  and  there  can 
scarcely  be  a  doubt  that  the  prevailing 
sentiments  of  the  nation,  thus  announced, 
would,  on  all  important  questions,  govern 
the  conduct  of  the  ministers  of  the  crown, 
and  that  of  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  several  meetinfi;s  being  composed 
of  persons  possessed  of  clear^  independent, 
yearly  incomes  of  100/.  all  others  being 
by  heavy  penalties  excluded,  the  sphei*e 
of  individual  influence  would  be  narrowed ; 
and  there  would  probably  be  neither  riot, 
uproar^  nor  confusion,  as  is  too  often  the 
case  at  present.  The  meetings  being  held 
on  the  same  day«  thiroughout  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  resolutions  passed  at  one 
woald  have  no  efiect  in  governing  the  re- 
solations  of  another.  The  infrequency  of 
thase  meetiogSy  and  their  short  duration, 
woald  ooppfplataty  pitrenft  tiM  Msumption 


of  any  power  which  local  demagogues 
might  otherwise  gradually  become  enabled 
to  exercise.  And  the  length  of  time  which 
would  elapse  between  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion of  parliament  and  the  day  appointed 
for  the  meetings,  would  greatly  conduce 
to  an  ample,  able  and  temperate  discus- 
sion of  the  more  important  questions  which 
had  antecedently  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  legislature. 

Should  this  regulated  recurrence  to  a 
constitutional  practice,  the  safety  and  efii- 
cacy  whereof  have  heretofore  so  often 
been  experimentally  evinced,  fail  to  in- 
duce a  compliance,  on  the  part  of  Govern- 
ment, with  the  reasonable  wishes  of  the 
people,  and  a  removal  of  all  those  scanda- 
lous abuses  of  whith  they  now  so  jastly 
complain;  should  the  minifller,  backed  by 
a  corrupt  majority,  contumeliously  disre- 
gard the  reiterated  remonstrances*  of  the 
people,  and  should  the  king  inflexibly  de- 
cline to  dismiss  his  minister,  after  an  ac- 
cumulation of  urgent  addresses  from  his 
subjects  to  that  effect ;  events  which,  by 
the  way,  are  singularly  unlikely ;  then  let 
recouk'se  be  had  to  the  dangerous  project 
of  parliamentary  reformation:  for  then 
there' will  be  suthcient  ground  for  consi- 
dering the  reputed  representatives  of  the 
people  as  usurpers  of  their  rights,  exercis- 
ing an  unconstitutional  aristocratic  power, 
pregnant  with  as  much  political  mischief 
as  could  be  apprehended  to  ensue  from  the 
project  in  question..  But,  Sir,  if  a  spn*it 
of  patriotism,  a  spirit  of  independence,  a 
spirit  of  rational  liberty,  a  just  sense  of 
public  duty  and  political  integrity,  brevail 
in  the  nation,  the  avowed  and  utlimate 
objects  of  parliamentary  reformation  must 
infallibly  be  attained  by  the  eifpedient 
here  proposed.  If,  indeed,  these  princi- 
ples of  action  be  ^'antine,iit  may  undoubt- 
edly for  some  time,  and  in  some  degree, 
prove  nugatory.  But  then,  Sir,  if  they  be 
so,  a  reformation  of  Parliament,  which 
cannot,  without  the  utmost  diHiculty  and 
danger,  be  accomplished,  must,  opou  the 
whole,  be  demonstrably  of  no  avail.  It 
may  indeed,  resciie  us,  for  a  short  time, 
from  some  evils ;  but  it  must,  in  the  end, 
inevitably  involve  us  in  others  of  at  least 
equal  magnitude.  To  attempt  a  reforma* 
tion  of  Parliament,  previously  to  a  revival 
of  these  principles,  is  unseasonable,  prepos- 
terous and  dangerous.  A  recurrence  to 
the  expedient  here  proposed  is  undeniably 
safe;  and  affords  the  fairest  opportvnitj 
fer  diffusing  and  inrigorating  thoie  pria* 
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4;rple8,  which  alon«  ctn  insure  an  improve- 
ment of  oor  political  condition, 

I  am.  Sir,  with  due  respect. 
Your  obedient  humble  Servant, 
Thomas  Newbnham. 
Coolmore,  Cork,  Oct,  10,  l80y. 


City  Jubilse  Address  to  the  Kins. 
Nov,  1,  180Q. 

To  the  King's  Most  ExccHent  Majesty : 
The  humble  and  dutiful  Address  of  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons 
of  the  City  of  London  in  Common 
Council  assembled  ; 
*'  Most  Gracious  Sovereign ;  We  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons,  of 
the  City  of  London  in  Common  Council 
assembled,  approach  your  Majesty's  sacred 
-p'ersoii  with  our  most  lively  and  unfeigned 
coDgiatulations  on  the  recent  Anniversary 
of  your  Majesty's  Accession  to  the  Throne 
of  these  realms;  with  joy  and  gladness  we 
hailed  the  day  on  which  your  Majesty  en- 
tered into  the  fiftieth  year  of  your  Ma- 
jc3t3r'8  reign^  not  only  over  the  persons, 
but  iu  the  hearts  of  your  Majesty's  sub- 
jects.—  When  it  pleased  the  Almighty 
Auler  of  Princes  to  place  the  sceptre  in 
your  Majesty's  hands,  the  bri^vertfrec,  and 
loyal  people,  whom  your  Majesty  was  or- 
dained to  govern,  received  with  pleasure 
your  Majesty's  first  declaration  to  the 
great  Council  of  the  nation,  that  "born 
and  educated  a  Briton,  the  peculiar  happi- 
ness of  your  Majesty's  life  would  ever  con- 
sist in  promoting  the  welfare  of  your  peo- 
ple, and  your  Majesty's  resolution  to  main- 
tttin  our  most  excellent  Constitution,  both 
in  Church  and  State,  with  an  assurance 
that  the  pivil  and  religious  rights  of  the 
iubj«ct  were  equally  dear  to  your  majesty 
jvith  the  most  valuable  prerogatives  of  the 
Crown." — We  experience  and  acknowledge 
the  blessings  of  this  security  to  our  religion 
and  laws,  and  that  great  charter  of  liber- 
ties which,  in  virtue  of  the  glorious  Revohi- 
tioD,  yoQr  majesty's  illustrious  house  was 
chosen  to  defend.  Through  the  lapse  of 
nearly  half  a  century  your  Majesty  has 
proved  yourself,  on  every  occasion,  un- 
wearied in  the  maintenance  and  practice 
of  all  the  principles  so  graciously  pledged. 
—It  is  a  proud  subject  for  your  Majesty's 
faithful  Citizens  of  London  to  record,  that 
in  the  midst  of  all  our  unexampled  strug- 
gles, your  Majesty  is  enabled  to  say, 
BtfW,  as  at  the  contmenceme nt  of  your 
Miyesty'^s  reign,  that  your  Majesty  can  see 
with  joy  of  heart  the  commerce  of  these 


Kingdoms,  that  great  source  of  our  richest 
and  fixed  object  of  your  Majesty's  never 
failing  care  and  protection,  flourishing  to 
an. extent  unknown  in  any  former  war.— 
Deeply  impressed  with  gratitude  to  Al- 
mighty God  for  the  innumerable  blesingi 
he  hai  been  pleased  to  pour  down  upon 
this  highly  favoured  nation,  and  more  par- 
lioularly  for  his  wonderful  and  greai  g<Ml- 
ness,  in  having  continued  his  divine  pro- 
tection to  your  Majesty  until  this  joyful 
period,  we,  your  Majesty's  faithful  Cuizeiu 
of  London,  have  implored  heaven  to  ac- 
cept our  fervent  prayers  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving,  and  to  continue  that  same 
providential  care  and  protection  to  yoor 
Majesty  for  many  years  yet  to  -conKj.— 
Believe,  Sire,  that  it  is  the  warmest  wi^h 
and  most  fervent  prayer  of  your  Majesty's 
Citizens  of  Londoti,  that  Providence  may 
long  continue  to  this  nation  so  distiMguis^ 
ing  a  m^k  of  divine  favour,  and  tl^t  ii 
the  fullness  of  time,  when  your  JVla\)esty 
shall  be  called  from  your  earthly  to  a  ce- 
lestial crown,  the  memory  and  example 
of  so  beloved  a  Sovereign  may  secure  to  a 
grateful  people  the  imitation  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's virtues,  in  the  successors  of  your 
Royal  House,  till  time  shall  be  no  more. 
Signed  by  order  of  Court, 

Hbnry  Woodthorpe." 

To  which  Address  his  Majesty  wu 
pleased  to  return  the  following  most  graci- 
ous Answer : — "  I  thank  you  for  this  testi- 
mony of  your  zeal  and  afiection  for  me 
and  my  government.  It  has  ever  beet 
my  anxious  care  to  maintain  the  rigbtt 
and  privileges  of  every  class  of  roy  sub- 
jects; and  it  is  a  great  satisfaction  toBie 
to  reflect,  that,  in  the  midst  of  all  our  on- 
exampled  struggles,  and  notwithstandiof 
the  duration  or  the  wars  in  which,  for  the 
safety  of  my  people,  I  have  been  engaged 
the  Commerce  and  Manufactures  of  my 
City  of  London  have  been  carried  to  u 
extent  unknown  at  any  former  period/' 

They  were  all  received  very  gracioi|slv» 
and  bad  the  honour  to  kiss  his  Majesty  > 
hand.  After  which  his  Mqjesty  was  pleas- 
ed to  create  the  Lord  Mayor  a  Baroael, 
and  conferred  the  honour  of  Knighthood 
on  William  Plomer,  esq^  Alderman. 


OFFICLVL  PAPERS. 
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bat  th«  attioni  of  Villa  Franca,  Vigo, 
Lugo,  Saint  Jago  and  San  Payo,  where 
yo«r  valour  shone,  mast  free  }ou  from 
any  stain  which  you  may  seem  to  have 
incurred  by  your  having  refused  bat- 
tles, which  must  have  been  destruc- 
tiv^e ;  and  you  have  rendered  yourselves 
formidable  to  yoar  enemies,  who  have 
been  repulsed  and  conquered,  when  the 
tap«riority  of  their  numbers  did  not  pre- 
vent an  obstacle  absolutely  insuperable  to 
year  valour— Yes,  brave  Spaniards,  in 
viewing  you  this  day,  I  have  no  longer  that 
serenity  of  mind  with  which  I  before  ever 
met  you.  1  am  no  longer  your  general. 
His  Majesty  has  called  me  to  occupy  a 
place  in  the  Supreme  Central  Junta.  Had 
not  this  been  his  irresistible  will,  nothing 
should  have  separated  me  from  you,  nor 
made  me  renounce  the  right  1  have  to  par- 
ticipate in  your  future  victories,  under  the 
command  of  your  new '  chief,  and  the 
generals  who  command  you*  Receive, 
^Idiers,  the  last  word  of  your  general, 
and  accept  the  love  and  paternal  grati- 
tude of  your  countryman  and  companion 
in  arms.  The  Maruuis  db  Romana. 

Royal  Decree,  dated  Seville,  Sept.  1. 

His  Majesty  would  neither  fulfil  his  own 
wkbes,  nor  the  hopes  of  his  people,  if,  at 
the  same  time*  when  be  labours  to  free  the 
country  from  the  t>ppression  of  its  tyrant, 
he  did  not  make  every  exertion  to  correct 
the  vices  which  exist  in  the  interior  admi- 
nistration, and  to  raise  this  magnanimous 
and  generous  nation  to  the  high  degree  of 
splendour  and  power  to  which  it  is  entitled 
by  the  fruitfulnessof  itssoil,  the  benignity 
of  ita  climate,  the  extension  of  its  coasts, 
end  the  ponscasion  of  its  rich  colonies. 
Among  tha  obstacles  which  have  constant- 
ly opposed  the  progress  of  our  agricultural 
industry  and  commerce,  the  first  place  is 
lield  by  the  contribotions,  called  Alcaha- 
laa,  Cientas  and  Millones,  imposts,  which 
obstmctfDg  the  interior  circulation,  and 
pireasing  unequally  on  the  productions  of 
%b/^  land,  on  manufiictBres^  and,  in  gene- 
ral, en  all  objects  of  conmerce,  not  only 
iiave  banished  from  our  oafortuiiate  coun- 
try that  liberty,  without  which  there  can 
be  neither  arts,  cultivation,  nor  commerce; 
not  oMiy  have  raadeprd  odious  the  fiscal 
•dmifiistration,  and  even  industry  itself; 
V«t»  which  is  more>  inflicting  on  it  in- 
cwabfe  wiauftds,  hare  ever  been  only  a 
fteMe  resDurce  for  supplying  the  necessi- 
taea  of  the  state.  Observation  and  ex*- 
yMklMt  iMTve  Amm  liveii-  preji^dkial  ef- 


feots;  the  people  have  cried  out  for  a 
remedy  ;  the  decline  of  oumianui'aciurei, 
and  the  mercantile  system  unaiiimoa^ily 
embraced  by  all  the  nations  of  Lurope. 
But  though  the  government  knew  these 
defects  and  reformed  them  partially,  these 
reforms  were  a  new  vice,  which  only  still 
more  embroiled  the  system.  At  leni^th 
the  time  is  arrived  when  good  principles 
shall  triumph  over  ignorance,  and  the 
nation  which  has  appeared  great  and  ma- 
jestic in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  by  its 
valour  and  its  virtue,  shall  be  so  also  by 
the  liberality  of  its  principles  and  the 
goodness  of  its  interior  administration. 
The  Supreme  Junta  of  govern  nient  of  the 
kingdom  is  well  convinced,  that  the  riches 
of  individuals  are  the  ricl)es  of  the  state, 
and  that  no  nation  can  be  rich  without 
encouraging  its  agriculture,  commerce  and 
industry,  and  that  industry  in  general  does 
not  increase  but  remove  the  obstacles 
which  may  obstruot  both  the  fiscal  and 
civil  laws.  From  these  considerations 
the  Supreme  Junta  cannot  omit  occupying 
itself  with  this  work,  beginning;  with  the 
most  urgent  reform,  which  is,  that  of  the 
contribution,  and  providing  in  the  place  of 
those  abolished,  others  upon  such  things  as 
can  more  properly  be  required  to  coniri- 
bute,  disrrih^uting  them  equally  among  the 
contributors,  exacting  them  in  the  time 
and  manner  least  ofiensive,  and  collecting 
them  with  the  least  expence  possible. 
Thus  th^  contributions,  which  are  always 
an  evil,  shall  fall  only  on  those  who  can 
contribute,  shall  be  applied  to  their  true 
objects,  and  not  to  the  maintenance  of  au 
innumerable  multitude  of  tax-gatherers, 
who  are  unproductive  consumers,  and  sp 
many  hands  lost  to  industry.  In  coose^ 
quence  therefore  of  these  principles,  the 
King  our  Lord  Don  Ferdinand  Vil.  and  in 
his  royal  name  the  Supreme  Junta  of  the 

? government  of  the  kmgdom  decrees  as 
bllow^  :  —  Art.  1.  The  contributioqt 
known  by  the  name  of  Alcabalas,  Censq, 
and  Millones,*  shall  be  abolished,  as  soon 


*  [The  Alcabala  is  a  tribute  or  royal 
duty  which  is  paid  upon  every  article 
sold,  in  the  form  of  a  per  centage,  accord- 
ing to  the  value  of  the  commodity.  This 
per  centage  is  varied,  but  ail  the  laws  and 
ordinances  respecting  it,  to  remove  ambi- 
euity  and  to  prevent  exactions,  are  col- 
lected in  a  book  called  the  Alcabalotorio. 
There  is  a  Spanish  proverb  which  su(i- 
cienfly  ahewa  the  unpopularity  of  this 
form  of  taxation — Qtaen  des(mbre  la  Akeka/a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


«95] 


POLmCAL  REGISTER.— Q^c/fl//>/9>^*. 


[m 


as  those  which  are  appointed  to  sapply 
their  place  shall  be  appropriated  and  es- 
tablished.— 2.  The  Department  of  Finartce 
is  charged  to  propose  to  his  Majesty  the 
contributions  ivhich  shaU  supply  the  place 
or  ihose  abolished. — Art.  3.  The  present 
Decree  shall  be  printed,  published  and  cir- 
culated, in  the  usual  form,  from  the 
royal  palace  of  Seville,  August  7,  1809. 

Marquis  of  Astokga,  President. 

Don  Martin  d&  Garay. 


France. — Address  qf  his  most  Serene  High- 
ness the  Prince  Arch- Chancellor  of-  the 
Empire,  to  the  Conservative'  Senate,  Sit- 
ting  qfthe  'Jrd  qf  Octoher,  1 809. 

Gentlemen;  His  Imperial  and  Royal 
Majesty,  taking  in  with  a  single  glance 
the  present  situation  of  affairs,  nnds  it  ne- 
cessary to  order  a  levy  of  3(J,000  men. — 
This  is  the  purport  of  the  Decree  which 
is  to,  be  submitted  to  your  deliberation, 
and  by  which  the  new  levy  is  imposed 
uppn  the  new  classes  of  the  conscription  of 
the  years  of  1806,  1807,  1808,  1809,  and 
1810. — Your  wisdom  will  already  have 
discovered  the  benefit  of  this  arrangement. 
You  will  soon  be  assured  that  it  is  the 
result  of  a  prudent  foresight,  and  of  the 
unceasing  anxiety  of  his  Majesty  for  the 
public  interest. — Whatever,  Gentlemen, 
may  be  the  issue  of  the  negociations  at 
Altenburgh,  there   are  strong  indication! 

ese  lo  paga.  "  Whoever  informs  of  the  Al- 
cabala  should  pay  it.''  In  the  Recopila- 
cion  de  los  Lu^s  the  superior  clergy  and 
judges  are  exempted  from  it. — The  C«nso, 
which  has  been  improperly  called  Cicnsos 
and  CiensaSi  in  the  newspapers,  is  a  rate 
collected  on  the  rents  of  houses  and  estates. 
•—The  Millones  is  an  aid  that  the  king- 
dom granted  to  the  Sovereign  on  the  con- 
tumption  of  six  articles  of  domestic  use, 
wine,  vinegar,  oil,  butcher's  meat,  soap, 
and  tallow  candles.  Among  the  accom- 
modations at  court,  in  the  Council  of  Fi- 
nances, there  is  an  apartment  called  the 
Sala  de  Millones.  In  this  room  or  hall 
the  afiairs  relating  to  ,  this  due  to  the 
king,  are  transacted,  as  well  as  some  others 
regarding  the  tax  on  tobatco,  cocoa,  and 
a  few  otner  commodities.  The  persons 
appointed  to  superintend  this  business  con- 
sist of  some  members  of  the  Council  of 
Finances,  and  several  deputies  nominated 
by  such  of  the  cities  of  Spain  as  have  au- 
thority to  vote  for  repreteotatiTes  (Procu- 
radoret)  in  the  Cortes.] 


that  the  English,  after  having  been  driTcn 
buck  from  our  territories,  will  endtavoai 
to  prolong  the  war  in  Spain.  T^  nu- 
merous battalions  which  his  Majesty  op- 
poses to  them  in  that  kingdom,  need  ooly 
be  kept  up  to  their  full  complement,  io 
order  to  baffle  all  the  attempts  of  tk 
enemy. — If  the  peace  be  renewed  betwteo 
France  and  Austria^  it  will  be  impossible, 
without  great  inconvenience,  to  suddenly 
transport  the  brave  troops  who  will  have 
conquered  it,  from  the  Banks  of  tbe  Da^ 
nube  to  those  of  the  Guadalquivir.  Thii 
remark  has  not  escaped  the  paternal  at- 
tention of  his  Majesty ;  and  let  us  be  per* 
suaded,  that,  afler  such  glorious  esertidss, 
he  is  desirous,  and  with  justice,  that  the 
conquerors  should  receive  the  tcstknoniei 
of  pMblic  gratitude  and  general  adoMrg- 
tion. — These  points.  Gentlemen,  will  U 
explained  to  you  by  the  Orators. of  the 
Council  of  State,  and  more  panicularly 
in  the  Report  of  the  Minister  of  War ; 
which  the  Emperor  has  ordered  him  to 
communicate  to  you. — The  levy  recjoired 
is,  moreover,  much  less  than  bis  Majesty 
could .  draw  from  the  classes  by  ^bicb  it 
is  to  be  supplied  ;  besides,  it  will  be  ren- 
dered as  little  burdensome  as  possible.- 
In  this  crisis  the  Senate  will  be  anxioos, 
as  on  former  occasions,  to  forward  the  in- 
tentions of  our  august  Sovereign,  for  the 
honour  and  glory  of  the  French  people. 

R^jort  made  to  His  Majesty  the  Bmpem 
and  King,  Protector  qf  the  Confederatim 
of  the  Rhine,  by  His  Excellency  Count  it 
Hunehwrgh,  Minister  (f  War,  Sept.  15, 
1809. 

Sire  ;  If  the  numerous  victories  of  yoor 
Majesty,  and  the  extraordinary  successes 
of  your  armies,  be  at  the  same  ti(ne  the 
work  of  your  genius,  the  result  of  the  most 
scientific  military  combinations^  of  yoor 
inherent  intrepidity,  and  of  the  courage  of 
so  many  brave  men,  these  victorfei  an^ 
successes  are  no  less  owing  to  your  admi- 
rable foresight.  It  is  this  which  has  in- 
spired your  Msyesty  with  jthe  idea  of  a«- 
sembling  ai  first,  in  the  interior  of  the 
empire,  whatever  might  be  the  complexioa 
of  aflfain,  the  youth  of  France  who  are 
successively  called  to  serve  their  coontr^y 
and  of  making  them  constantly  p^J  ^ 
contribHti<m  to  the  safety  of  the  Stale,  it 
the  same  time  that  they  accustom  tbes- 
sehres  to  arms. — The  temporary  ^^f^ 
tion  of  this  83r8tem  wooki  be  prwroctiTSflj 
some  danger  ^  the  empire,  and  it  wows 
be  placingrather  too  gieet  a  retiasee  •(** 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


»7] 


NOVEMBER  4,  ia09.— Q^ia/PapaiA 


[<)W 


the  fulare,  however  flattering  appearances 
might  be  at  present,  to  sufler  the  depots 
in  the  interior  of  France  to  want  tht  re- 
gular supply  of  recruits,  whenever  a  part 
of  the  youn?  soldiers  who  fill  them  should 
be    called  into  actual  service. — A  short 
glance  at  the  state  of  your  Majesty's  ar- 
mies will  be  sufficient  to  shew,  that  the 
levy,  which  1  feel  it  my  duty  to  propose, 
is  sufficient  at  present. — Master  of  Vienna^ 
and   of  more  than,  half  the  Austrian  Mo- 
narchy, your  Majesty  it  at  the  head  of  the 
most  formidable  army  that  France  ever 
had  beyond  the  Rhine  ;  and  to  judge  6f 
what  it  is  capable  of  eftecting,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  mention,  that  it  was  hardly 
formed  when  it  conquered  Austria,  in  the 
fields   of  Thaun,  of  Abersberg,   and    of 
Eckmubl.     Whether  the  negociations  of 
Altenburgh  terminate  in  peace,  or  whe- 
ther the  war  continue,  your  Majesty  has 
in  your  depots  troops  enough,  fit  to  take 
the  field,  to  recruit  your  army  in  Ger- 
inany. — In  the  month  of  January  your 
M^j^ty   pursued   the   English   army  in 
Gallicia.      While  you  were  engaged   in 
it^  yoofr  Majesty  ^"^sa  lafbrmed  that  the 
Court  of  Vienna  Intended  to  break  its  en- 
gagetee^its.    Though  such  an  event  seem- 
ed to  call  the  principal  part  of  your  forces 
into  Germany,  your  Majesty  nevertheless 
thought  proper  to  leave  your  veteran  army 
in  Spain  ;  not  that  the  n^hole  of  that  army 
was  acttially  necessary  to  complete  the 
subjugation  of  the  Spanish  rebels,  but  to 
deprive  England  of  the  possibility  of  pro- 
longing that  rebellion,  of  which  she  is  the 
cause.      That  power,  seeing  in  the  new 
system  established  in  Spain,  the  presage 
of  ber  own  ruin,  did  not,  however,  despair 
of  overturning  it ;    and  her  efforts  upon 
this   occasion  have  greatly  surpassed  all 
that   we  have  seen  her  make  upon  similar 
occasions. — General  Moore  had  not  been 
able  to  bring  oif  from  GalHcia  the  half  of 
fais  troops.     The  immense  losses  whicl^  his 
arnny  sustained^  did  not  dissuade  the  Eng- 
lish   Government    from   sending  a  fre^h 
army,  consifiting  of  40,000  men,  to  Lisbon. 
It   penetrated  to  the  centre  of  iSpain,  and 
rallied  round  it  the  various  corps  of  insur- 
I^Dts.     The  banks  of  the  Alberche  and 
the  TagTis  witnessed  their  ^ight  and  their 
confusion.     Compelled  to  retreat  to  the 
further  side  of  that  river,  and  pursued  at 
the    point  of  the   bayonet,  they  totally 
evacuated  Spain,  and  the  Portuguese  saw 
them  return  in  <Jisordcr  to  their  territory. 
— At  the  sar6e  period,  an  array  of  equal 
fercc  fuddvnly  mads  its  app«anince  at  the 


entrance  of  the  Scheldt,  with  the  mtention 
of  burning  the  dock- yards  at  Antwerp ; 
there  our  enemies  wero  covered  with  con- 
fusion. At  their  approach.  Flushing  was 
provided  with  a  numerous  garrison ; 
12,000  picked  trbops  marched  from  St. 
*  Omer,  under  the  orders  of  the  Senator  Ge- 
neral Rampon  ;  and  eight  dcmi-brigades 
of  reserve,  which  were  at  Boologne,  I/)U- 
vaine,  and  Paris,  proceeded  post,  to  the 
points  that  were  menaced. — These  troops 
were  of  themselves  saflicient  for  the  de- 
fence of  Antwerp.  That  place,  which  is 
covered  by  a  strong  rampart,  and  the  ad- 
vanced works  which  your  Majesty  caused 
to  be  cohstructed  four  years  ago,  is  still 
further  protected  by  extensive  inunda- 
tions ;  and  on  the  leh  bank  of  the  Scheldt, 
the  fort  of  La  Tete  de  Flandre,  which  is 
itself  suifounded  by  an  inundation  of  2,000 
toises,  secures  the  communication  of  Ant- 
werp with  our  fortresses  in  the  north. — 
The  English  Expedition  was  formed  upon 
the  supposition,  that  Antwerp  was  only 
an  open  city,  whereas  that  fortriess  could 
not  be  taken  but  after  a  long  siege.  In- 
dependent of  troops  of  the  line,  your  Ma- 
jesty 8av*r,  at  the  first  signal,,  J  50,000  na- 
tional guards  ready  to  march,  and  at  their 
head  the  majors  of  your  infantry,  officers 
of  the  fif^h  battalions,  and  veteran  officers; 
you  found  in  their  ranks  a  number  of  old 
soldiers. — Numerous  detachmants  of  ca- 
valry of  the  line  were  preceded  by  the 
gens-d'arnterie  of  France.  The  Enslish 
were  not  aware  that  this  branch  of  force 
alone  could,  at  a  monfent's  notice,  assem- 
ble at  any  given  point  60  squadrons,  com- 
posed of  men  that  had  seen  sixteen  years 
of  service,  all  equally  experienced,  equal- 
ly well  disciplined  and  armed  as  those 
brave  cuirassiers,  who,  under  your  M4yes* 
ty's  orders,  have  brought  tosohigh  a  pitch 
the  glory  of  the  French  cavalry.;— As  if 
by  enchantment,  the  dispositions  prescrib- 
ed by  your  Majesty  caused  to  appear,  at 
the  same  instant,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Scheldt,  and  at  the  rendezvous  of  the  re- 
serve at  Lisle  and  Maestricht,  four  diffe- 
rent armies,  under  the  command  of  Mar- 
shal the  Prince  of  Ponte  Corvo,  and  Mar- 
shals the  Dukes  of  Cornegliano,  Valmy, 
and  Istria.— The  sudden  developement  of 
such  a  force,  and  the  national  impulse 
which  continued  to  nmltiply  its  numbers* 
struck  the  enemy  with  consternation.  Their 
enterprise,  calculated  upon  false  data,  com- 
pletely failed— Knrope  has  witnessed  the  , 
realization  of'  that  which  your  Majesty's 
penetration  aati^pated,  wbto  you  pro* 
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nounced  that  this  expedition  originated  in 
igiu) ranee  and  inexperience;  and  ^hen, 
sparing  of  French  blood,  and  directing 
that  a  pjan  merely  defensive  should  be 
follo\\^a,  you  wrote  to  me; — 'We  are 
happy  to  find  the  English  crowding  inio 
the  marshes  of  Zealand  ;  let  them  be 
merely  kept  in  chetk,  and  their  army  will 
be  speedily  destroyed  by  ihe  bad  air,  and 
the  epidemic  fevers  of  that  country/ 
Whilst  our  troops  were  distributed  in  com- 
fortable cantonments  in  the  environs  of 
Antwerp,  or  stationed  in  that  fortress,  the 
English  army,  encamped  in  the  midst  of 
marshes,  and  destitute  of  water  fit  for 
drinking;  lost  upwards  of  one-third  of  its 
soldiers.  But  the  faoility  which  the  Eng- 
lish have  of  going  by  sea  from  one  quarter 
to  another,  may  lead  us  to  expect  that  all 
tliat  will  have  escaped  the  disasteps  of  this 
expedition,  will  be  sent  to  reinforce  their 
army  in  Portugal. — Sire,  the  various  fields 
of  battle  in  which  your  armies  h^ve  dis- 
tinguished themselves,  are  too  remote  from 
each  other  to  admit  of  your  marching, 
Mrithoi^t  Inconvenience  to  the  soldier,  one 
of  your  armies,  from  one  scene  of  action  to 
the  other;  and  your  Majesty,  so  highly 
satisfied  with  the  zeal  of  the  troops  you 
command  beyond  the  Danube,  is  anxious 
to  spare  them  from  the  fatigues  of  the  war 
in  Spain.  Besides,  the  French  armies  be- 
yond th«  Pyrenees,  now  ^ consist  of  300 
battalions  and  150  squadrons.  It  is  there- 
fore sufficient,  without  sending  any  addi- 
tional corps  thither,  to  keep  up  at  their  full 
establishment  those  already  there.  Thirty 
thousand  men,  coljected  at  Bayonne,  af- 
ford the  means  of  accomplishing  this  ob- 
ject, and  of  repulsing  any  force  which  tlie 
English  may  cause  to  atdvance. — ^In  this 
state  of  things,  I  conceived  that  it  corres- 
ponded with  your  Majesty's  views  to  limit 
the  levy,  necessary  at  this  moment,  to  the 
contingent  indispensably  requisite  for  re- 
placing, in  the  battalions  of  the  interior, 
thedrafts  which  are  daily  made  from  them. 
The  return:)  which  will  be  laid  before  your 
Majesty  will  inform  you,  that,  of  the  con- 
gcription  for  the  years  180G-7-8-9  and  10, 
there  still  remain  more  than  80,000,  who, 
though  ballotted,  have  not  yet  been  called 
into  actual  service.  This  immense  rein- 
forcement misht  march  against  your  ene- 
mies, shonld  that  measure  be  rendered  ne-* 
cessary  by  any  imminent  danger  to  the 
State.  I  propose  to  vour  Majesty  to  call 
out  only  36>000,  and  to  declare  all  those 
glasses  entirely  free  from  any  future  call. 
v-'JSy  this  xdiaiif,  your,  armies,  Sire,  will 


be  maintained  at  their  present  respectable 
establishment,  and  a  considerable  number 
of  your  subjects  win  be  definitively  released 
from  the  conscription.  Your  Majesty  will 
also  have  at  your  disposal,  the  25,000  men 
afibrded  by  the  class  of  1 8 1 1,  upon  whom  I 
shall  not  propose  to  your  Majesty  to  make 
any  call,  unless  (svents  should  disappoiot 
your  hopes  and  pacific  intentions.  YourMa- 
jcitv's  armies  are  equally  formidable  tfom 
their  numbers  as  from  their  courage.  But 
who  could  advise  France  not  to  prpportioo 
her  efforts  to  those  of  her  enemies  ?  In  giving 
such  advice,  the  result  of  the  most  impru- 
dent security,  it  wopld  he  necessary  to 
forget  that  Austiia,  very  lately,  had  on 
foot  700,000  men;  and  that  to  create  this 
gigantic  force,  that  Power  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  expose  her  population  to  almost 
total  destruction,  and  to  attack  the  very 
basis  of  her  prosperity.  We  roust  ecjually 
forget,  that  England  has  taken  part  mtbe 
Continental  War,  by  landing,  at  the  woe 
moment,  three  different  armies,  oo  tbe 
coasts  of  Naples,  Holland,  and  Pqrtogai' 
— ^Tbe  agitation  of  those  who  are  jealoia 
of  Prance  has  been  redoubled,  becaa* 
they  are  conscious  that  the  prescat  crisu 
has  for  ever  fixed  her  greatness.  T^itit 
efforts  will  be  impotent,  because  France 
has  been  enabled  to  reach  the  bighe^ 
pinnacle  of  success  and  of  glory,  withoot 
making  any  of  those  ruinous  sacrifices 
which  destroy  her  enemies.  In  fact,  not- 
withstanding the  successive  calls,  op  ^ 
the  present  moment,  made  upon  the  dife* 
ent  classes  of  conscripts,  scarcely  haveooe* 
fourth  of  those  who  composed  them  takea 

the  field ^In   considering  the  situailott 

of  your  Majesty's  armies  and  the  rcsttte 
of  the  English  expeditions,  can  we,  ^^ 
out  a  degree  of  satisfaction,  behold  Ed§* 
land,  in  imitation  of  Austria,  makifiC 
efforts  disproportionate  to  her  means,  ana 
the  wants  of  her  navy  ?  What  can  sbe  ex* 
pect  from  this  contest  upon  land,  and  mao 
to  man,  w  ith  France,  that  shall  not  re- 
dound to  her  own  injury  and  disgrace? 
— Sire,  the  ^  French  people  will  have  » 
thank  your  Msyestyior  the  inexprcasibli 
advantage  and  glory  of  a  peace,  conquer- 
ed without  maritime  expeditions,  from^D 
enemy  who,  by  his  situation,  thought  hio* 
self  free  from  all  attack.  Kvery  serioui 
attempt  upon  the  Continent,  on  the  p»f^ 
of  the  English,  is  a  step  towaids  a  ?* 
neral  peace. — The  English  Ministers,  «f» 
preceded  the  Member^  of  the  pf^ 
Govemment.  a  more  able  set  of  tnen  ih^ 
the  latttr,  were  well  convim^  o^  ^ 
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troih,  and  took  good  care  not  to  commit 
tbemeelves  in  an  unequal  contest.  It  did 
not  escape  their  observation,  that,  to  cai'ry 
on  a  long  war,  it  was  necessary  that  it 
ibould  press  lightly  upon  the  people  who 
had  to  support  it. — Within  the  last  twelve 
months,  the  war  has  cost  England  more 
blood  than  she  had  previously  shed  from 
the  period  when  she  broke  the  peace  of 
Amiens:  committed  in  the  battles  of  Spain 
and  Portugal,  whence  her  duty  and  her 
interest  forbid  her  to  recede,  alie  will  see 
those  countries  become  the  tomb  of  her 
bravest  warriors.  Sorrow  for  their  loss 
wiH  ai^  length  produce  in  the  minds  of  the 
English  people  a  well-founded  abhorrence 
of  those  truel  men,  whose  ambition  and 
frantic  hatred  dared  to  pronounce  the  ex- 
pression of  eternal  u^ar.  It  will  excite  in 
that  people  the  wish  for  a  general  peace, 
which  every  man  of  good  sense  may  pre- 
dict to  be  near  at  hand,  if  the  English 
persist  in  a  continental  contest. — I  am 
with  respect,  &c. 

The  Minister  at  War, 
Count  De  Hunneburch. 

Repofrt  qf  the  Motives  qf  the  Frqjet  qftfte  Se- 
natus  Consultum,  relative  to  a  Levy  qf 
30,000  Conscripts,  on  the  classes  of  1 806, 
1807,  1808,  U09,  and  1810,  by  the 
Cottnt  de  Cessac,  Orator  qf  the  Council 
qf  State. 

This  Report,  aftftr  many  adulations  on 
the  genius  of  the  Emperor  and  King,  and 
a  high -co  loured  panegyric  on  the  loyalty 
and  exertions  of  the  Frenclv  nation,  pro- 
ceeds to  explain  the  causes  of  the  levy  : — 
''  Tbe  enemies  of  France,"  savs  the  Ora- 
tor, "  observing  that  we  leyied  the  classes 
of  1S09,  and  1810,  before  the  period  in 
wfaieb  they  wefe  to  be  called  into  action, 
tho^ht,  withont  doubt,  that  we  had  re- 
coarse  to  that  mode>  because  none  of  the 
reeocirces  of  former  years  were  left  to  us. 
How  great  was  their  mistake !  If  the 
French  Government  had  adopted  that  line 
of  conduct,  it  was  because  it  conld  never 
be  broQght  tof  think  that  the  English  Ge- 
▼ercwjeni  had  determined  to  wage  per- 
petual war  with  France  ;  it  was  because 
it  could  never  be  brought  to  think  that  the 
A«i*tr4an  Government,  to  which  peace  was 
ao  mpertanty  so  necessary — that  that  Go- 
TernaieHt,  t»  which  a  liberal  ^^  unex- 
]»ected  peace  ^  had  been  granted,  had  a 
rvghrt  to  cope  again  with  the  French  ar« 
mies, ,  directed  by  Kapoleon  -the  Great, 
and  efectrifted  by  his  presence.  Our 
Ejoperori  tbertfbrej  talculating  upon  t 


speedy  and  long  peace,  was  willing  to  di- 
vide ttie  weight  of  the  war  among  several 
claRses,  ill  order  that .  it  might  press  the 
lighter  upon  each  of  tliem.  He  was  also 
desirous  that  the  French,  who  constituted 
these  two  classes,  and  who,  according  to 
the  proper  ' estimate  of  public  duties, 
might  have  been  deprived  of  their  share 
of  military  glory,  should  be  furaislicd  with 
an  opportunity  of  acquiring  it.  Disa;^- 
pointed.in  his  first  expectations,  the  Em- 
peror had  recourse  to  those  supplies  of 
men  which  he  had,  from  principles  of 
prudence,  left  in  reserve.  Twice  did  he 
apply  for  succour**,  and  twice  vere  the 
contingents  which  he  deemed  necessary 
fnrnished  with  rapidity.  Our  moderation 
had  thrown  a  veil  over  our  strength, 
but  our  moderation  is  desirous  now  of 
manifesting  our  strength.  Let  us  piit 
an  end  to  an  error  so  fatal  to  our 
enemies,  and  which  may  become  still 
more  disastrous  to  them!  When  they 
shall  be  well  acquainted  with  our  re- 
sources, they  will,  no  doubt,  be  convinced 
that  a  frank  and  solid  peace  is  the  only 
part,  the  on'y  post  in  which  they  can  find 
safety.  It  belongs  to  weak  governments 
to  seek  for  security  in  the  concealment  of 
their  weakness,  and  the  exaggerations  of 
their  strength.  It  is  the  duty  of  France 
to  make  known  to  her  friends  and  ene- 
mies her  true  situatioh;  that  situation  is 
such  as  to  inspire  the  former  with  more 
energy,  and  to  warn  the  latter,  that,  in  tak- 
ing up  arms,  they  must  expose  them- 
selves to  certain  loss.  "  The  following. 
Senators,  is  the  precise  state  of "  the  (k)n- 
scriptional  force  of  France,  and  I  can  ■ 
pledge  myself  for  its  accuracy :  The  class 
of  1 806  consisted  of  423,000,  according 
to  the  lists  of  conscriptioA. 

That  class  comprising  15  months  4-2S,000 

That  of  1807 352,000 

1808 361,000 

1809 362,000 

1810 362,000 


Total 


-  -  -     1,867,000 

Of  these  classes,  until  the  present  mo* 
ment,  there  have  been  raised  but  520/X}0 
men. 

1806-  ..-..-  102,500       ^  ' 

.  1807 102,500 

1808  -  .  5  .  -  .  .  102,500 
180i>.  ......  102,500 

1810 110,000 


'$20,000 
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There  comequenUy  remaius  stili  at  home^ 
•f  the  five  classes,  1,317,000  men/' 

The  Orator  next  proceeds  to  shew  the 
great  facility  with  which  the  new  levy 
muit  be  raised,  l>Qving  an  immense  number 
•tiU  behindhand  arjjues  that  such  resources 
will  be  the  most  elRcacious  means  of  re- 
ducing the  Eni^iish  to  the  necessity  of 
dcmantiing  a  peace,  which,  however  ne- 
cessary to  France,  is  indispensable  to 
thetn,  because  their  rcry  existence  may 
perhaps  dt  peiul  upon  it. 


America. — British  Deserters.     CUtse  of  the 
McH-(trrtsud  as  Deserters  from  the  Frigate 

V Africaine,  hy  John  Hunter,  tsq,  Sfierif 
c^  BaJtitfwrc,  at  the  request  of  IViiliam 
ffcoJy  esq,  British  Cousulfor  the  Port  of 
Battiuiore. 

An  Habeas  Curpus  wai  applied  for  to 
Ju«)gtj  Scott,  lute  on  Thursday  evening, 
on  behalf  of  seven  luon,  arrested  and  held 
ill  custody/ by  th'j  Sheriii',  at  the" request, 
and  on  the  italeinent  oi  the  British  Consul 
that  thoy  were  des;  rtt.rs,  by  their  counsel. 
The  Habeas  Ccipu>  was  issued  as  prayed 
for,  jt*arn'^blo  the  \icxt  morning  at  nine 
o*cl.)c^  Acoordinc'iy,  this  morning,  the 
mei.  w  Vv  bi  ought  uj)  amidst  an  immense 
concju'^c  rrciiiz(.'ns,  who  filled  the  court- 
house a'id  ihe  neighbouring  street,  and  the 
Sheriff  ma^li  return  that  he  had  arrested 
and  detuiOL-.i  the  men  in  custody,  in  virtue 
of  the  foliovving,  from  the  British  Consul: 

"  British  Consul's  Office, 

Baltimore^  Sept.  6,  1 809. 

*'Sir;     Hiving   received    information 

that  13  seamci)  have  deserted  from  L'Afri- 

caine  -frigate,  and  are  now  io  this  city,  1 

have  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased 

to  secure  them  till  they  can.be  sent  on 

board.— I  am.  &c.  Wm.  Wood." 

"  John  Hunter,  Esq. 

By  virtue  of  this  authority,  I  have  ar- 
rested and  put  in  prison  the  following  per- 
sons, .to  wit:'  John  Nowland,  William 
Whokes,  Denis  Murphy,  Richard  Hewes, 
John  Earp,  John  Burwell,  and  Jacob 
Lamb. — ^The  Judge  said,  that  he  had  con- 
ceived it  his  duty  to  give  notice  to  Mr. 
Wood  (the  British  Consul),  of  the  appli«a- 
tion,  so  that  he  might  appear  and  ^hew 
cauie,  if  any  lie  had,  why  tlie  men  should 
be  detainedf. 

^n  the  course  of  a  few  minutes  Mr. 
Wood  came  into  Court,  and  the  Counsel 
for  the  Prisoners,  Messrs.  Glenn  apd  J.  L. 


Donaldson,  moved  the  Coun  thai  the  men 
be  discharged,  sufficient  cause  for  their 
detention  not  appearing  on  the  retorn. 
Mr.  Wood's  Counsel,  Mr.  Walter  Doney, 
requested  to  be  allowed  time  to  inqoire 
into  the  law  ;  and  said,  that  they  would 
be  ready  to  prove  that  these  mf^n  were 
deserters  from  his  Britaimic  Majesty's 
Ship.  The  Counsel  for  the  Prisoners  ob- 
jected to  the  delay.  The  Chief  Justice 
stated,  ih'xt,  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  satisfied  him,  that  deserters  from 
British  vessels  ought  not  to 'be  arrested  or 
detained  under  the  aothonty  of  the  €o< 
vernment  of  the  United  States,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  deli  venng  them  up  to  the  offieers 
of  the  British  Government,  he  thereA)re 
ordered  the  prisoners  to  be  immediately 
discharged.  The  audietice  expressed  tbeir 
approbation  of  hU  decision  by  three  iood 
and  tumultuous  huzzas  and  execrations  of 
the /Tories,  and  carried  off  the  deserters  ia 
triqinph ! 


eOBBETT'S 

.  COMPLETE  COLLECTION  OF 

State  Trials: 

To  be  completed  in  Thirty-Six  lifdnthly 
.  Parts,  forming  Twelve  large  Volumes  io 
Royal  Octavo. 

The  Eleventh  Part  of  the  above  Work 
was  published  onWedneklay  the  l^  of  No- 
vember. One  Part  will  appear,  with  tbe 
greatest  regularity,  on  the  first  of  each 
succeeding  Month.  Those  Subscriben 
who  have  expressed  their  intention  <^ 
taking  the  Work  in  Quarterly  Vohimes^ 
are  respectfully  informed  that  the  Third 
Volume  is  no\v  ready  for  delivery.— 
In  order  to  remove  all  professional  doobts, 
as  to  how  far  this  ^icw  .and  -enlarged 
Edition  of  the  State  Triajs  may,  wiib 
safety,  be  cited  as  authority  in  the  CoortSi 
and  relied  on  as  of  eq^ial  audienticity 
with  the  former,  I  think  it  right  to  state, 
tliat  it  i&  intended  to  be  a  literal  tran< 
script  of  tlie  last  edition,  as. far  as  that 
edition  extends;  that  \v)iere  I  have  in- 
serted fuller  and  better  reports  of  any  Cases, 
or  of  any  parts  of  Cases,  the  text  of  tbe 
old  Edition  will  nevertheless  be  retained; 
and  that  the  new  matter  will  be  distio- 
guished  in  a  manner  not  to  be  mistakeo, 
and  be  distinctly  pointed  out  iu  the  Tablf 
of  Contents  to  each  volume. 
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'  Mf^n,  at  .<«ofiic  time,  are  masters  of  tbcir  fates : 
Tbe  fkuU,  dear  Brutus,  is  not  in  o«r  stars. 
Bot  in  ourselves,  that  we  are  Underliogs.'* 


TO   THI 

CmZENS  OF  LONDON. 


Gehtlemen, 

oppression,  or  insuU,  when  the  object 
is  hdplen,  never  fails  to  excite  against  the 
oppressor,  the  indignation  of  the  generous 
and  the  just  ^  fout^  when  the  object  is  not 
helpless,  when  he  who  sufiers  oppression, 
or  iasalt,  has  within  himself,  (he  power 
of  obtaining  complete  redress,  and  makes 
no  use  of  that  power,  then,  that  same 
justice,  which  in 'the  former  case,  calls 
ibrth  our  indignation  against  the  oppressor, 
calls  for  oar  contempt  of  the  oppressed. 
In  tni^h,  it  would  be  absord  for  a  third 
party  to  compassionate  the  wretch  who 
should  seem  fond^of  being  kicked  ;  and 
not  less  absurd  to  be  angry  with  the  man 
who  sfao«ld  kick  faim.  The  parties  would, 
n  SttCh  case,  seem  to  be  made  for  one 
another  ;  tMi  the  world  ought  to  let  them 
afooe.  WheOj  therefore,  wc  talk  of  op- 
presibns  of  a  poHCical  nature,  wh^i  we 
talk  of  an  oppressed  and  insulted  people, 
^'  should  be  careful  to  ascertain  before- 
hand; that  the  said  people  do  not  d^ser?e 
to  be  oppressed  and  insulted;  that  they 
have  not  -  the  power  of  pedrets  in  their 
own  hands:  that. they  have  not  them- 
i^es  pQC  the  power  of  oppression  into 
tlit.^ha!ida>  -of  their  oppressors  ;  and,  in 
ihort,  that  (hey  do  not  by  their  actions, 
shew,  that  justice  makes  no  demand  of 
compassion  in  their  favour,  but  condemns 
them  to  the  contempt  of  mankind. 

lf>  gentlemen,  you  absent  to  the  truth 
of  these  general  propositions,  you  wii^, 
1  hope,  sufifer  me  to  ask  you.  Whether 
you  yovrselves  are  quite  free  from  the 
danger  of  their  application  ?  I  beg  you 
to  put  the  ouestion  to  yourselves  \  each 
of  you  to  ask  himself,  whether  it  be  in  htm, 
or  in  his  stars^  th^  he  is  an  Underling, 
the  degraded  instrument  in  the  hands 
of  greedy  And  impudent  spocnlators  npon 
the  pubHc  spoil  \  and  whether  it  he  not 
ftow  in  his  own  power  to  obtain  com- 
plete redre88>  for  past,  and  as  complete 
i^curity  animl  uitaro,  oppression  mm] 
iniQltf 


'. -[70» 

It  is  denied  bv  no  one,  that  the  iitua* 
tion  of  this  kingdom  is  awfully  dangerous. 
Even  the  vile  wretches  (certeinly  the  very 
vilest  of  mankind),  who  are  hired  to  put 
forth  falsehoods  for  the  purpose  of  delud- 
ing the  people  ;  even  these  wretches^  who 
have,  for  months  passed,  amused  the  igno- 
rant with  hopes  of  a  new  war  between 
France  and  Austria,  and  who  have  talked 
of  the  Grmness  and  digniiied  tone  of  the 
latter  power ;  even  these  awkward  as  well 
as  venal  wretches,  who  assertod  that  the 
EmpejTor  Napoleon  wgs  insant,  and  who,  as 
if  to  prove  their  own  mental  derangement, 
told  us,  that  he  must  cease  to  re^  if  he  was 
mad ;    even  the^  wretches,  profli^atdy 
impudent  as  they  are,  have  not  the  impu- 
deoce  todeny^  that  this  kingdom  is  now  in 
^9iXi^T  ^ater  than  it  ever  brfbrehad  to  con* 
tend  with.     They  talk  of  Mb  proiperitj/,  and 
they   triumphantly  compare  its  situation 
with  that  ot  oilier  countties;  but  still  they 
are  compelled  to  acknowledge  the  exist- 
ence of  the  dan^r ;  and,  it  would  be  quite 
impossible  for  them  to  point  out  any  na- 
tion   upon  the  eartb>  exposed  to    such 
danger.     Thir  more  we  poMss  the  more 
we%have  to  lose;    in  number  equal  to  that^ 
of  onr  enjoyments  are  oar  wants ;  nor  does 
it  require  mach  reflection  to  convince  any 
reasonable  man,  that,  if  this  country  wer<t 
to  be  subdued,  xliost  amongst  ns  who  live 
in  luxury  would  softer  the  most.    It  is  not 
possible  for  any  paan  but  a  mad  man,  or  a 
natural  fool,  or  some  one  who  is  partly  one 
and  partly  the  other,  not  to  see  the  danger 
now  hanging  over  ns;  and>  it  is  not  possi* 
ble  for  any  one,  who  is  not  a  sensual^hnit*  ' 
that  carosr^ot  what  becomes  of  the  country 
so  that  he  can  gratify  his  never-satiated 
appetites;   it  is  impossible  for  any  on«, 
except  a  biiite  like  this,  not  to  fteel  great 
anxiety  on  account  of  this  danger.    Wt 
see  kingdom  after  kingdom  falling  at  tb» 
feet  of  the  Conqueror;  we  see  him  r*» 
t«mi ng  from  the  subjugation  of  tone  eitt- 
pire,  to  be^hi,.  or,  rather^  JLo  finish  the  sub* 
jugation  of  another,  where  even  a  detach- 
ment of  his  mighty  army  has  disGomfitted 
and  pursued  ail  that  we  have  been  able  t^ 
raise  up  against  ki» ;  v«  fot  him  in  poi» 
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session  of  all  the  naval  ports  and  means  of 
continental  Europe;  we  see  hira  with  all 
the  facilities  ot"'  doubling  in  a  yrir  the 
amount  of  his  navy,  already  la'rp^ ;  we 
see  him,  in  tbis'last  act  of  pacification, 
not  forgetting  h-s  war  with  us,  and  his 
means  of  assailing  iis;  and,  what  i^  of 
wore  consequence  than  all  the  rest  put  to- 
gether, we  see,  in  our  government,  those 
qualities  which  he  has  met  with  in  the  go-' 
vemments,  which  he  has  overturned  and 
annihilated,  and  moreover,  while  we  see, 
in  our  rulers,  the  same  pertinacious  adhe-' 
rence  to  that  of  which  the  great  mass  of 
people  so  justly  complain,  we  see,  amongst 
too  many  of  ourselves,  that  coldness,  that 
l^stlesKness,  that  indifi«rence,  that  want  of 
public  spirit,  which  of  all  symptoms  is  the 
most  alarming*  because  it  denotes,  that 
th«re  is  wanting  the  oniy  thing  by  which 
fl  nation  can  ftnalty  be  saved.  Much  of 
big  talk  have  you,  Gentlemen,  lately  heard 
frrJm  the  Curtisijs  and  the  Dixons  and  the 
Jackses ;  much  about  a  contraH  between 
this  nation  and  the  fallen  nations  of  the 
continent  of  Europe;  but,  I  do  beseech 
you  to  benr  in  mind,  that  there  is  not  on^  ; 
no,  not  one ;  not  any  single  nation  or  state 
amongst  them,  which  has  not,  in  its -turn, 
been  (lie  ebject  of  the  praiscs>  of  the  op- 
plaiuse  and  Admiration  </  thtMeyour  cUy  coyr- 
thn;  it»ese  your  smooth- ton gued  ^lace- 
hmuers.  Every  one  of  theso  fallen  nations 
has,  first  or  last,  been  tb©  ally  of  England ; 
mil  their  mlers  hav«»  in  their  tura^  been 
praised  for  their  wisdom  and  their yti^/y ; 
thtir  kings  have  all  been  ardently  beloved 
by  their  people,  and  their  Queens  have  all 
hem  amiable  and  riituousj  their  people 
have  all  been  devoted  to  their  **  holy 
••  altars,'*  h^kve  been  full  of '^  loyally,"  Vind 
have  mortitUy  Imted  the  French,  Is  not  this 
•0 }  Hate  yod  not  been  Co^  this  ?  Has  not 
this  been  dinned  in-  yoor  ears  even  to  the 
danger  of  stimning  ^  Yet,  all  these  nations 
have  fallen  before  the  conqueror ;  all  these 
nations  with  their  pious  kings,  amiable  and 
▼Irtuous  queens,  wise  governments,  and 
people  happy,  contented,  religioa^,  loyal 
and  hating  the  French,  have  all^  one  after 
another,  yielded  to  those  same  French, 
who  have  not  only  beaten  them  in  the 
afield,  but  have  revolutionized  Uieir  govern- 
ments, and,  in  rao<tt  cases^  have  furnished 
ihem  with  new  sovereigns.  Well,  then, 
"What  becomes  of  this  contrast,  so  faduviia- 
ble  with  your  city  orator*  ?  They  lell  you, 
for  instance,  of  what  Holland  isnoti^;  but, 
they  do  not  remind  you  of  what  they  told 
yoti  abtfttt  Hdlaad  ^^v  it  was  subdued 


by  France.  In  short,  this  is  the  tmth  of 
the.  m alter :  such  as  they  describe  Eng- 
land to  you  now,  they  have,  e^ch  in  rf* 
turn,  described  those  nations  to  be;  which 
they  woiy  bid  you  look  at  as  objects  of  iri- 
uinphant  comparison;  whereas,  if  they 
wished  you  to  derive  any  benefit  from  their 
observations,  they  ^^-ould  bid  you  hetoare, 
tor  that  all  those  nation*,  vrho,  but  alittSi 
while  ayo,  were,  aceofdimr'  to  their  ac- 
count, xihcu  England  noiv  is,  have  now  been 
subdutll  by  the  enemy  of  England,  ' 

Folly  and  wickedness,  winch  arc, 
generally  in  the  end,  their  own  cbastisersi 
do,  neverthelcsii,  sometimes  derive  bene^t, 
or,  at  least,  temporary  impunity,  from  the'^r 
long  continuance.  So  has  it  happened 
with  respect  to  tlie  fi>l1y  and  the  wicked- 
ness of  those,  who  at  the  end  of  a  sevsa* 
teen  year's  contest  for  *'  security/'  have 
brought  us  into  a  situation,  in  which  w« 
not  only  are  not  secure,  but  in  which  we 
have  not  left  the  smallest  chance  of  seeing 
security  provided  for  the  times  of  oar 
children.  This  contest  h^s  couloMiedso 
long,  and  so  numerous  have  been  the  foUic« 
and  the  acts  of  wickeitnesa,  on  the  part  of 
those  yho  have  had  apHncipud  share  ia 
it,  that  the  public,  weary  with  aiteoiptmg 
to  preserve  a  recollection  of  thqni,  con- 
tent themt^elves  with  a  retros(>ect  of  a  fe«r 
months,  the  catalogue  for  which  time  it, 
indeed,  quite  sufficient  to  occupy  aay  ordi- 
nary mind. 

Were  it  not  for  this  circumstance,  it 
surely  would  Ifc  unnecessary  for  me  lo 
rcmiiHl  the  Citizens  of  London  of  tqe  shar^ 
which //wj^  have  had  in  causing  all  tb«c 
measures  tos.be  adopted,  which  hare  mo^t 
pcivtcrhilly  contributed  lowartls  the  bfin^ 
ing  of  us  into  our  pre^ut  disgrnceAd 
state^  and  the  stiil-operaMngeilect^f  wfaieh 
measures  will,  like  that  of  a  iievar  in  its 
last  stages,  press  daily  up^^n  the  ritab 
of  the  nation  witli  accelei-atedr  ibrca. 
There  was  nu  foUy,  no  egregious  fidly,nor 
any  vice,  in  tha  undertaking  or  the  con- 
ducting of  this  contest,  in  which  you  did 
not  eminently  share.  To  you,  froin  long 
habit,  the  other  parts  of  Jtbe  kingdcmi 
looked  for  example ;  and,insteado^  giving 
them  an  exan^ple  of  wanness  in  listening 
to  the  inainuatioBs  of  an  artful  miaiister, 
or  his  minions,  you  gave  them  an  exacnpW 
of  seemingly  wdful  cullibility.  In  ahort; 
you  became,  and  contuiueil..  tha  meie 
puppets  ia  the  hands  of  the  minister  of 
the  day.  Yon  sanctioned  all  he  did  ;  yoa 
joined  him  in  all  his;  undertakings;  yon 
hissed  or  yoii  clapped  as  he  commaodtj. 
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You  sHoQted  for  joy  when  he  bade  you 
itiout ;  aod  you  vrept,  or  alfected  to  weep, 
>vhcn  he  bade  your  tears  flow.  No 
}>amp,  no  anvil,  no  bit  of  dough  or  of 
dirt,  was  erer  morfe  com|>letely' at  the 
cotnmand  of  the  possessor,  than  y6u  Were 
ut  the  command  of  the  minister  and  his 
uudcrliugs ;  and,  it  was  reserved  for  this 
reign,  in  honour  of  which  we  have  just 
>i%itneS3ed  a  Jubilee,  and  for  the  "b!essing$** 
of  which  there  are  men  to  be  found  to 
"  thank  Go<l,*'  and  apparent!)',  without 
dreading  any  chastisement ;  this  rei^jn, 
tvbich  will  be  distinguished,  in  the  history 
of  England  (if  Englantl  shall  hereafter 
fiave  a  history),  by  its  calamities  and  its 
disgraces,  civil  as  well  as  military  ;  it  was 
reserved  for  this  Yeign  to  see  the  Citizens 
of  London,  distinguished  in  ail  former 
times  for  their  good  sense,  and  par- 
ticularly for  their  firmness  in'  resisting 
acts  of  oppression  ;  yes,  it  was'  reserved 
for  this  reign  to  see  the  Citizens  at'  tondon 
tiot  only  become  the  dull  and  stupid  toots 
of  a  minister  in  giving  curfeticy  to  all  bis 
doctrines  relative  to  war  and  peace,  but  to 
snfier  him  to  assault  the  libertfes  of  the 
country,  to  sefe,  in  silence,  the  suspension 
of  laws  made  for  the  protection  of  the 
people,  and  other  hiws  passed  creating 
new  political  ofiences,  and,  to  your  ever- 
lasting shame  be  it  recorded,  you  openly 
anplauded  the  persecution  of  those  few 
Englishmen,  who  had  the  cour^ige  to  tnake 
a  stand  in  the  cause  of  that  freedom,  to 
preserve  which  tbr  you  yout-  fathers  had 
tbught  and  bled.  To  you  this  nation  ha« 
a  r»ght  to  look  for  no  small  part  of  all  its 
losses  of  every  sort.  Against  your  voice 
the  fatal  measures  never  could  nave  been 
adopted  ;  nor,  indeed,  could  they  have 
been  adopted,  withx)Ut  your  approboHbn 
actively  g^ven.  You  might  nave  pre- 
vented all  those  measures ;  and,  therefore, 
I  repeat,  that  to  you  tlie  nation  has  a  right 
to  look  as  to  the  aotliors,  or,  at  least,  the 
joint  authors,  of  all  that  it  now  soflTers, 
and  all  that  reason  bids  it  anticipate.  If 
the  Citizens  of  London  had  acted  with- 
only  common  spirit,  is  it  to  be  believedi 
that  things-  would  have  come  to*  their 
pass  ?  But,  such  has  been  their  tameness, 
nay,  their  cowardice,  that,  at  last  (until 
▼try  lateKr)  they  have  become  an  object 
of  so  much  contempt,  that  the  minister  of 
the  day  appears  to  have  doubted,  whether 
they  were  worth  using  any  longer ;  and, 
tipon  two  or  three  occasions,  the  ofier  of, 
their  services  seemed  to  be  scarcely  atJ^ 
•eptcd  of*    1  am  aware,  tliat  it  hat,  in 


tm 

your  defence,  been  urged,  that  the  City 

of  London  is  not  what  it  formerly  was; ;, 

that  the  merchants  and  tradesmen,  properly 
so  ciillcd,  have,  in  conseqiience  of  the  in- 
crease of  the  government  debt  and  thi^ 
Pitt-systera  of  banking,  and  especially  by 
the  erection  of  a  new  power  in  the  'East 
India  Company,  been,  in  a  great  measure^ 
put  aside,  arid  that  the  persons.now  calling^ 
themselves  •*  Vie  City  of  London,'*  are  a 
SIB t  of  contractors,  brokers,  jews,  jobbers, 
nabobs,  and  seat-dealehs,  the  interest  of 
every  wretch  of  whom  it  is  to  create  and 
support  pretences  for  expending  the  p\ib- 
lic  money,  and  to  prevent,  by  all  means, 
and  at  any  risk  to  the  national  welfare, 
every  one  guilty  of  any  act  of  public- 
robbery,  great  or  small ; that,  sue  his 

the  influence,  and,  indeed,  the  direct 
power,  of  this  numerous  swarm  of  keerl 
and  indefatigable  entmies  of  the  country, 

that  all  attempt  at  resistance  is  vain ; 

ami  that,  seeing  that  it  was  from  these 
wretches  that  proceeded  all  the  support 
that  was  given  to  the  measures  that  have 
produced  our  prcsct^t  danger,  the  Citnafs 
(f  London  are  hot  without  discriminatioh 
to  be  blamed. 

To  this  1  answer,  that,  if  the  persons  td 
be  influenced,  or  donrineered  over,  wertt 
few  incumber,  it  would  not  be,  vHth  me,  a 
matter  of  much  surprise,  that  the  real 
voice  of  the  City  should*  be  stifled.  But, 
when  it  is  well  known,  that  the  Livery  or 
London  consist  of,  at  least,  from  ten  td 
'ttt^ffec  (hoHSttnd,  is  not  the  City  of  London^ 
without  arty  discrimination,  to  be  charged 
with  the  principles  of  Curtis,  Shaw,  Birch> 
and  the  like  f  It  is  in  vain  to  tal^  ;  for,  if 
Un  thousand  of  the  principal  people  in  tire 
City  can  be  tnfluencfd,  the  blame  lies  upon 
the  people  of  thfi  City  <  much  taore  than  . 
upon  those  by  whom  thejrare  influenced. 
As  if,  however,  this  were  pOt  enough^ 
whereon  to  convict- the  Citizens  of  Lon- 
don of  havmg  been  the  cause  of  their 
country's  ruin,  there  is,  annually,  an  op« 
portunity  for  them  to  express  their  senti- 
ments, in  a  manner,  which,  if  they  do  not 
express  them  with  effect,  leaves  them  no 
exouse  whatever.  I  allude  to  the  election 
of  persons  to  represent  them  in  Conrntdn 
Council,  and,  in  which  election  eveiy  Citi- 
zen householder  liasN  a  voice.  Here,  ihen^ 
we  have  every  man  to  vote,  who,  uj.on  any 
occasion,  ought  ever  to  be  permitted  \o 
vote.  These  Citizen  Householders  amiiunt^ 
perhaps,  to  a  hundred  thousand  in  numlier  | 
and,  therefore,  if  i^?^timc<r  can  prevail  here^ 
the  mass  is  too  corrupt  tver  to  h%  cured* 
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The  fact  IS,  that  corrupt  ioflaeace  does  not 
prevail  here ;  but,  there  is  something, 
which,  in  its  effects,  is  full  as  fatal,  that 
does  prevail,  and  that  \%^indiffcrcnce,^Yh\ch, 
in  this  case,  is  quite  inexcusable,  because 
a  proper  choice  is,  in  a  few  weeks,  per- 
ba|)s,  visible  in  its  good  cpnsequences. 
^uch  has  been  taken  away  from  you ;  the 
City  of  London,  as  well  as  the  rei«t  of  the 
Idngdom,  has  felt  the  effects  6f  the  Pitt 
system  ;  but,  this  right  of  choosing  your 
representatives  in  the  Common  Council 
ttill  remains  to  you ;  that  is  not  taken 
away ;  you  possessed  that  before  the  Ju- 
bilee-rei^n  commenced,  and,  by  great 
ffood  luck,  you  still  possess  it ;  and,  if  you 
niil  to  exercise  it,  and  that,  too,  with  a 
view-  to  the  advantage  of  the  nation  at 
large^  you  act  neTther  a  wise  nor  an  ho- 
nourable part;  and,  you  should  always 
bear  in  mind,  that,  as  you  have  it  in  your 
power  to  put  down,  by  your  voice,  legally 
expressed,  the  combination  of  contractors, 
jobbers,  jews,  nabobs,  and  seat-dealers, 
every  evil  resulting  from  the  existence 
of  tliat  nefarious  combination  is  fairly 
ascribeable  to  you,  and  that,  against  this 
charge,  all  your  professions  of  patriotism 
will  not  weigh  as  a  feather. 

The  most  contempti  b le  of  all  the  charac- 
ters drawn  by  the  pen,  is  the  waggoner, 
praying  to  Hercules  to  get  his  waggon  out  of 
the  mire,  "  Get  up,  lay  your  whip  td  the 
**  horses,  clapping  your  own  shoulder .  to 
"  the  wh^,  at  the  same  time,  and  then 
'«  Hercules  will  help  you/'  To  be  sure ; 
knd,  is  it  not  proper  to  give  an  answer  si« 
milar  to  this  to  all  those  Citizen  House- 
holders of  London,  who  either  do  not  vote 
«t  all  for  members  of  the  Common  Council, 
or  who,  voting,  are  inditferent,  or  nearly 
indifferent,  as  to  the  objects  of  their 
choice  ;  is  it  not  just  to  give  them  an 
answer  similar  to  this,  when  they  are  com- 
^laimn^  of  the  prodigality  in  the  public 
expenditure,  the  shameless  waste  in  ail  the 
departments*  and  of  the  death  and  de- 
struction of  so  many  of  our  countrymen, 
without  any  good  purpose  whatever  being 
thereby  answered  ?  When  suoh  people 
complain  of  the  xudghl  qf  taxes  ;  of  the 
almost  incessant  harrassing,  teazing,  and 
tormenting,  that  they  undergo,  from  the 
visits,  and,  still  more,  from  the  constantly 
^prehendod  visits^  of  the  taxgatherers 
of  va4-Kms  descriptions  ;  of  the  exami- 
natioos  and  cross-exam  inations^  of  theac 


put  up  with  in  silence,  upon  pain  of  being 
half-ruined  ;  when  such  people  thus  com* 
plain,  is  it  riot  just  to  laugh  in  their  face, 
to  flout  and  jeer  them,  and  treat  tbcm,  itt 
short,  with  every  species  of  conieaipt? 
"What  can  one?  man  dot"    Oh !  lilly 
question.     Yet,  not  so  silly  as  it  is  insin- 
cere ;   for,  who  puts  such  a  qaestion  to 
himself,  when  some  object  of  private  gain, 
pleasure,  or  convenience  ;  wheiyan  object 
of  self- gratification  of  any  sort  is  pointed 
out  to  him,  it,  indeed,  such  objects  did  not 
crowd.upon  him  fast  enough  of  then^selVes? 
"  What  can  one  man  do  ?"  never  seems 
to  occur  to  those  who  are  going  to  a  {aic^ 
a  market,  a  ball,  a  play,  or  on  an^  otbsr 
pursuit  of  gain  or  of  pleasure.    This  qoei- 
tion,  so  often  put,  arises,  be  assared,  lot 
from  a  want  of  understanding  ;  but  froqia 
want  of  zeal,  or,  rather,  from  a  waul  of 
public  spirit  and  public  principle.    Were 
the  thing  practicable,  I  snould  like  to  poV 
verbally,  to  each  individual  of  yoo,  this 
question  : — Do  you  bdiect,  that,  tftkeisMt 
qf  the  Common  Council  comuted  qf  mencf 
Mr.  Waithman's  spirit  and  prif^dpks,  tk 
abuses  qf  which  you  complain  toould  soosbt 
rcmooid  t     My  opinion   is,   that,  if  tbit 
question  were  put  to  every  man  of  yoa, 
you  would,  without  a  momCnt^s  hesitatiop, 
answer  in  the  affirmative.     My  opiuion  if, 
that  this  would  be  your  answer  with  as 
thorough  a  conviction  as  yoo  entertain 
of  your    existence;    and    what  excuse, 
therefore,  is  there  for  your  apathy ;  for 
your  wilful  neglect  of  so  importts^  a  diitj? 
The    history   of  our   country  sbetw, 
that  it  is  the  capital  that,  mo9t  had  the 
rest  of  the  kingdom.     It  is  in  reason  sod 
in  nature  that  it  should  be  ;  but,  the  ikt 
is,   that  London   has   always  taken  tbc 
lead.  Thus  it  will  still  be  ;  and^  therefore, 
it  is  not  at  all  matter  of  surprize,  t^t 
every  minister  of  the  king  should  emiea- 
vour  to  gain  over  the  City  of  London  to 
his   side,  and  especially  that  a  corrupt 
minister  should  do  this  ;  that  he  should 
bestow  places  upon  «oine,  pens'oos  upon 
others,  gew-gaw  titles  upon  others,  tad 
that  he  should  give  his  supporters  in  the 
City  contracts,  jobs,  and  patronage.  These 
are  formidable  mean9  ;    but  even  means 
like  these  cannot  corrupt  a  hundred  thou- 
sand men,  and,   of  course,  they  can  bare 
no  very  great  effect  in  an  election  of  tin 
Ctmtmam  CounfiU»  which,  if  well  constitated» 
consisting   as.  it  do^s  of  mori^  tiutd  tiso 


cusations,  the  reproaches,  the  brow-beat-    hsmired  persfms^   would,  in  a  short  Vme^ 


ings^  and  all  the  endless  variety  of  aflronts 
and  insults,  which  they  are  compelM  to 


produce  nn  efleel,  ofthe  ei^tent-^f  whi^ 
few  persona  are  aware.    In  short  it  ap* 
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pears  very  clearly  to  me,  that,  witboot 
any  assistance,  irom  any  qukrter  whatever, 
you  have  it  id  your  power  to  lay  the 
certain  foimdation  of  that  r^brm,  without 
wbicfa  it  is  iny  thorough  conviction,  that 
this  nation  will  soon  haie  nothing  to  boast 
of  more  «han  its  late  allies  upon  the  con- 
tinent. 

1  have  not  the  vanity  to  >uppo*,  >hat, 
wi^)  those  who  could  cbuse  raen  nke  the 
DixuN%  who,  by  their  city  oratory,  have 
notoriously  gained  places  for  sons;  or 
with  those  t^'no  could  vote  for  a  man,  who' 
makes  an  open  defence  of  corrtiption,  bar* 
iiig,  at  t^e  same  time,  a  contract  ier  mak- 
ing great  coats  for  the  army  water-proof; 
nor,  mdeed,  have  I  the  vanity  lo  suppose, 
that  any  thing  to  be  Said  by  me  is  capa- 
ble of  inducing  one  of  you  to  do  in  at 
which  you  otherwFse  woul^  not  be  dispos- 
ed to  do;  bnt,  of  this  I  am  certain,  that, 
Qoless  the  Common  Council  of  London  be 
conipolDd^bf  men  of  sound  political  prin- 
ciples, there  ^  no  eround  whatever  for 
your  compfaining  of  any  hahlship  pro- 
ceeding fr6m  the  g<y^ernment,  and  that,  if 
?very  farthing  of  your  earnings  were  taken 
from  ydti  in  taxes,  to  be  given^  to  nabobs, 
contractors,  or  to  be  ihrowii  into  the  wells 
and  down  the  mountains  of  Spain,  you 
would  not  be  an  object  of  the  compas- 
sion nf  any  rational  man.^  You  sin,  in 
tuch  case,  not  only  against  the  light  and 
vkhoiu^empiaiion;  but,  atjainsl  tlie  memo- 
rable example,  the  noble  example,  of  your 
ancestors^  who,  in  the  cause  of  freedom*' 
always  stpcjd  .foremost,  taught  the  nation 
kpow  to  tliink,and  how  to  act;  and  who, 
whether  tbe'disnute.  was  decided  by  the 
pen  or  the  sword,  always  prevailed/ 

1  am,  Gentlemen,  Your  friend, 

W«.  COBBETT. 

THE  JUBILliE. 

Sir; — ^When  it  was  first  hinted  that  the 
day  hie  majesty  entered  into  the  50ih 
year  of  his  reign,  was  to  he  puhhcly  ob- 
•crved  by  the  country,  it  naturally  struck 
me,  that  it  w«s  to  be  set  apart,  as  a  day 
of  Fastmg  and  Humiliation,  on  account  of 
*he  depressed  state  of  the  country, .  both 
uUernaUy  and  externally  in  relation  to  fo- 
itign  connection^,  when  c*»ni pared  with 
what  it  was  whefl  George  the  Second  died. 
With  this  idea  1  was  nwich  pleased  ;  but, 
^hcn  I  tmderstood  it  was  to  be  a  Jubilee 
We  were  to  celebrate,  my  mind  filled  with 
^  gtaiftdtur  of  such  a  glorious  prospect. 


became  ^uite  entranced,  an4>  siipppsin^  it, 
to  be  SQch  a  Jubilee  as  that  kept  by  divm« 
authority  among  God's  ancient  people  rtie 
Jews,  I  imagined  I  saw  on  this  happy 
day  consigned  to  oblivion  all  those  laws, 
which  within  the  last  fifty  years  have  been 
enacted^  to  restrain  the  Liberty  of  the 
Subject,  entramrtiel  the  Press,  and  hold  in 
fetters  the  opinions  of  men : — 1  saw  re- 
pealed the  various  Taxes  which  have  in 
that  period  been  imposed  upon  the  people, 
and  which  bow  down  to  the  gi'onnd  the  in- 
dustrious mechanic;  1  fancied  I  saw  the 
labourer  and  the  people  in  the  oxiddl^ 
walks  of  life,  restored  to  the  same  happy 
state  they  were  in  fifty  years  ago,  when 
the  labour  of  two  days  pl^ocored  them  as 
inuch  of  the  nccessarfcs  of  life  asiHree 
days  labour  yields  at  present ;  1  imagined 
1  saw  children  whom  the  pressure  oi  the 
times  compelled  pi^maturely  to  labour  for 
a  scanty  sustenance  in  cotton  mills  and 
other  public  works  to  tlie  injury  of  iheif 
health,  and  destruction  of  their  inorals,  in- 
dulging themselves  in  innocent  amnsemenits 
ancT  healthful  reereations,  xheir  pale  and 
emaciated  visages  assuming  a  blythe  antt 
vigorous  aspect,  the  time  they  formerly  stole 
from  sleep  to  learn  some  smattering  ofread- 
in'g,  devoted  to  ifs  natural  purpose,  aHld  theic 
minds  aroused  from  a  state  of  ignorance  and 
apathy,  stored  with  sound  instruction  ahd 
virtuous  morality,  and  fitting  them  to  be* 
come  useful  members  of  society. — Ieawth« 
Poor,  which  this  war  fbr  the  deliverance  of 
Europe  has  increased  beyond  all  calculi 
tion,  diminished  to  a  scanty  few,  as  was  ihm 
case  in  the  reign  of  George  the  .Second, 
and  these  decently  supported  by  what  wat 
wfrntonly  thrown  away  on  pampering 
courtly  lords,  whose  service  to  the  public 
Consists  in  signing  a  receipt  ft>r  their  Pen- 
sions.— I  saw  bursting  open  to  view  a  glo- 
rious reformation  in  Ireland,  an  oblitera- 
tion of  teligiou.^  animosities,  an  establish- 
ment of  national  schools  like  Scotland,  &nd 
an  universal  d illusion  of  knowledge  and 
learning.  I  saw  upon  this  auspicious  day 
the  Constitution  restored  to  its  primitive 
excellence,  the  People  reinstated  in  their 
just  rights,  every  huuseholder  who  paid 
direct  Taxes  for  the  support  of  the  state 
excrcJMiig  the  elective  franchise,  and  an 
end  .put  to  that  shameful  and  scandalous 
tr  ifhcking  of  Sej's  in  Parliament,  which 
bears  so  striking  a  rfseuihlaiice  to  the  buy- 
ing and  selling  of  catti*  m  a  market. — I 
fancied  that  nis  majesty,  to  stamp  with 
greater  celebrity  this  «^lorious  Jiibilce,  and 
to  ahew  the  impartiality  of  his  proceedings 
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ordered  the  Privy  Council  Bo«>ks  to  be 
brought  him,  and  with  hjs  owo  hand  erased 
froip  that  honourable  and  reverend  body 
Ibe  namea  of  those  artful  and  ambitious 
ineq,  fv.ho  playing  upon  the  credulity  of 
fhe  people,  rajjied  the  cry  of  No  Popery  to 
covpr  their  designs  i^pou  the  Liberty  of 
|hp  Sul^<ct  anl  the  Treasure  of  the  Coun- 
try, but  who  have  since  proclaimed  to  the 
woili.1  their  own  hypocrisy,  by  trampling 
upon  all  laws  both  human  and  divine. — I 
paw  driven  from  the  royal  prt;scnce  Jews, 
Contractors,  and  tl)e  whole  herd  of  servile 
fa\vniiig  belpgs,  who  neither  love  his  mi- 
je^ty  nor.  ^is  people ;  .  hypocrrtes  who 
would  join  the  cry  of  No  Popery  in  Bri- 
tain, ar^d  in  Spain  drink  a  sptedy  deliver- 
|ince  to  tlje  Roman  pontiff,  at  whose  de- 
^r^ded  state  every  friend  of  true  religion 
»nd  humanity  rejoices,  and  for  which  the 

frayers  of  the  godly  have  forcenturie? 
een  put  up. — In  fine,  I  saw'  a  raedaj 
struck  by  the  unaniraoios  desire  of  the  peo- 
ple iQ  commemoration  of  this  new  era 
pf  happiness,  having  on  one  side  the  image 
pi  liU  majesty,  and  on  the  other  "  George 
the  Third,  the  Restorer  of  the  Purity  of 
f  arliament  and  Deliverer  of  the  People/' 
r-r-r— But  thi^  pleasing  dream,  thiseochant- 
|ng  delusion- waa  soon  exchanged  for  rae- 
iapc'holy  reflection,  at  ftnding  those  happy 
|>rospe9U  were  but  phantoms  of  the  im^r 
gination^  Wtiich  possessed  neither  shape 

iXpr  foro) :  at  learning  that  the  word  Jubi- 
ee  bad  lost  it;B  original  meaaing,  and  that 
|>y  it  w^  qot  meant  a  restoration  to  the 
stat^  th«  country  w^  in  fifty  years  ago,  a 
tlfliveraqce  from  a  heavy  load  of  taxation, 
ftwi  g?gging  statutes,  from  test  a^cts ;  and 
t^  abolitioi^  of  religious  distinctions,  and 
feforniatioq  in  parliament.  But  that,  under 
f  avej:  of  that  cheering  sound,  that  host  of 
ir^ot^  and  flpuckwormsj  the  Jews,  the  Cop- 
tfactofs,  8^c.  (leeches  who  suck  the  blood 
find  fatten  upon  the  vitals  of  the  country, 
Vhp  would,  like  tlieir  brethren  in  Vienna, 
8«ttl  Warsaw,  be  ready  to  make  a  statue  to 
jfanolcoji  if  in  London,  and  hold  a  Jubilee 
k^  0Jf>00ur  of  the  battle  which  huj-led  from 
|be  th/one  the  reigning  family,)  had  pros- 
jitutp^  it  for  other  purposrg/ip  divert  the 
public  from  encjuinng  into  the  corruption 
|nd  pecnl^iion  wfiich  enriched  them,  from 
investig^ing  into  ^le  causes  of  the  misfor- 
tune«  attending  our  fixpeditjons,  to  draw 
^¥Vay  their  attention  from  the  enprrooi|s  ex- 
jl^ndilure,  tb^  effects  of  which  we  sl^ail 
utrortly  feel,  to  drowa  the  cries  and  tears 
p^  parents  for  their  children,  widows  for 
tfceir  husban^,  and  children  for  their  fa- 


im 


thers,  to  give  a  colour  of  approbation  and 
sanction  to  those  men  and  measures  which 
have  reduced  the  country  to  its  present 
perilous  condition, — Such,  then,  being  the 
intention  of  those  turtle  patriots  and  lubi- 
lee  makers,  whether  in  Warsaw,  Naples, 
Vienna,  or  Londorv,  it  becomes  the  doty 
of  every  true  friend  to  his  majesty  and 
the  country  respectfully  to  pelition  hii 
majesty  to  dismiss  from  his  presence  and 
councils  for  ever,  all  such  vermin,  their 
aiders  aud  abettors,  to  restore  parliaments 
to  their  con^ttitntional  duration,  and  to  e.'^* 
tend  the  elective  franchise  to  respectable 
householders;  to  punish  all  th|se  Tile 
peculators  who  rob  the  public;  and  to 
abolish  religious'  distinctions.-— Measures 
which  would  prove  a  tower  of  strength  to 
the  throne,  and  b«  its  best  security  against 
those  hurricanes  and  earthquakes  which 
have  overturned  so  many  whose  founda- 
tion rested  not  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
Yours,  D.  I. 


JACOBIN  GUINEAS. 

Sir  ; — From  the  general  opinion  enters 
tained  of  the  mischief,  arising  from  the 
circulatioii  of  Bank  notes  in  lieu  of  gui^ 
noas,  I  ptesunie,  there  must  be  somettiin^ 
of  a  truism  in  the  po&ition  ;  and  yet  the 
evil  is  either  so  latent,  or  mysterious^  that 
it  seems  to  puzzle  our  most  able  calcula- 
tors, to  establish  the  fact.  To  smoofefae 
the  way,  your  correspondent,  Mr.  Thotnas 
Bernard,  has  entered  into  aom4  of  th« 
elementary  principles  of  exchange  and  bar- 
ter, in  the  statement  of  which  he  seems 
tolerably  clear ;  but  he,  as  well  as  many 
other  gentlemen,  who  have  handled  the 
subject,  stops  at  the  very  point  in  ques- 
tion; viz.,  tliat  the  circulation  of  paper 
or  bank  notes  is  injurious  to  commerce. 
Mr.  Bernard  observes  that,  if  the  quantity 
of  cash  and  bank  i^otes  are  together  mora 
thar^  ^fficieni  for  the  purpose^  of  our 
commerce,  the  one  or  the  other  will  disr 
appear  here  as  a  superfluous  commodity ; 
and,  that  as  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  pit  , 
nea,  is  greater  than  that  of  the  note,  the 
former  wiH  be  hoarded  ixK  preference  to 
the  latter :  but,  yet  as  tiie  apcumulation 
ofanjf  coriiraodily,  whether  gold  orimy 
tiling  else,  must  be  unpmductife,  unless 
put  in  circulation,  he  concludes  that  the 
hoarder  of  guineas  will  part  j^ith  them  Vk 
foreigners,  \yhenever  the  price  they  offer, 

f  roves  suificiehtly  tempting.    Now,  Sir, 
have  one  question  to  put  to  Mr.  Bernard, 
which  he  will  probably^  for  the  benefit  of 
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such  a  tyro  as  myielf,  bare  the  kiodness 
^  tQ  solve  ;  vrz.  from  what  cause  it  arises, 
tbat  there  ^bpuld  be  so  great  a  request  on 
the  continedt  for  these  same  guiiieas  ? 
Therp  was  a  time  when  guineas  were 
sufficiently  numerous  to  answer  all  the 
purposes  of  circulation  here,  and  when 
that  circulation  was  not  interrupted  by 
tbe  seducing  oifers  of  foreigners  to  win 
the  commodity  from  us ;  but  now  every 
guinea  we  possess  is  so  hunted  after,  and 
such  baks  are  held  out  for  it  by  our  neigh- 
bours QQ  the  continent,  tliat  even  those, 
who  are  the  loudest  in  their  complaints 
at  the  ^arcity  of  gold,  are  unable  to  re- 
sist tho  li^re,  and  part  with  the  last  guinea, 
though  the  disappearance  of  the  coin 
Drakes  tliem  so  inconsolable.  If  it  be 
Bdiid,  that  an  increased  population  upon 
the ,  continent,  occasions  an  enlarged  con- 
sumption of  the  conveniences  of  life,  and 
tbat  the  want  of  a  circulating  medium  is 
proportionably  increased  ;  would  not  the 
diminution  ok  the  species  within  the  last 
50  years,  from  the  ravages  of  war,  be  an 
answer  to  the  assertion  ?  But,  Sir,  before 
this  question,  one  of  more  curiosity  than 
importance ,  perhaps,  is  explained.  Jet  me 
<^serve,  that  it  seems  a  little  difHcult,  to 
iQake  out,  how  the  country  is  injured  by 
tht  .4ise  Jpf  hank  notes  in  lieu  of  go)d  coin. 
JU  has  been  at  all  times  found  necessary  to 
have  a  la;r,prohil^iting  the  exportation  of 
the  current  coin  of  the  realm.  Such  a 
prohibition  e^i^tcd  in  the  reigri  of  Edward 
^I.  The. consequence  resulting  from  it 
therefore  is,  that  the  coin  of  this  realm 
can  only  be  legally  circulated  ui  the  king- 
dom. j3y  proclamation  the  value  of  a 
gainea  is  declared  to  be  21  shillings,  for 
which  it  must  always  pass  current,  and  a 
greater  value  cannot  be  lawfully  demanded 
lor  it.  Assuming  then  with  Mr.  Bernard, 
that  wheat  sells  for  14/.  per  load,  what 
greater  advantage  would  the  holder  of 
guineas  have  by  pay mg  tbe  11/.  in  that 
coin,  with  the.  assistance  of  a  seveivshil- 
ling-piece.  than  by  paying  for  it  in  14 
one^-pounu  bank  notes  ?  It  is  said  that 
bank  notes  are  depreciated,  because  upon 
ih&  continent  a  guinea  will  exchange  for 
25  shillings,  which  25  shillings  will  here 
purchase  a  one  pound  bank  note,  and  a 
fourth  pait  of  another.  Allow  the  guinea 
to  have  this. superior  value  on  the  conti- 
aent,  is  it  equally  valuable  here  ?  Will  the 
farmer  giveyou  25  shillings  worth  of  wheat 
foragumea?  No. — What  then  is  the  in- 
jury to  tho  proprietor  of  notes  ?  The  para- 
^o^a  I  take  It,  IS  this  ;  all  the  arguments  to 


shew  the  depredation^  as  it  is  called,  of 
bank  notes,  proceed  u|!>on  the  grounds 
that  the  prices  of  the  v^riou^s  articles  of 
commerce  are  all  regulated  by  the  value 
of  gold;  whereas  I  imagine  in  this  coun- 
try, they  are  regulated .  by  the  value  of 
bank  notes.  A  farmer  knows  that  there  is 
a  restriction  on  the  exchange,  by  the 
bank^  of  coin  for  their  notes ;  can  a  tai  mer 
then,  when  he  values  his  wheat  at  H/.  a- 
load,  be  said  to  estimate  the  value  in  gold, 
when  he  knows  he  cannot  be  paid  in  gold  ? 
Clearly  not;  he  estimates  it  in  bank  notes; 
the  shoemaker  does  the  same  by  his  shoes ; 
all  the  commercial  men  in  tne  country 
calculate  by  the  same  scale  ;  what  injury 
then,  let  me  ask,  does  either  receive  from 
the  payment  being  made  in  bank  notes  ? 
I  will  ask  Mr.  Bernard,  whether  thtrfe  is 
not  some  little  qqibble,  in  saying  that 
notes  are  depreciated  because  guineas  will 
pass  for  a  greater  value  on  the  Continent 
than  they  do  here.  Suppose  a  pair  of 
shoes  to  be  worth  in  England  a  seven  shil- 
ling piece ;  the  seven  shilling  piece 
will  pass  upon  the  Continent,  but  iha^ 
shoes  will  not;  are  the  shoes  therefore 
depreciated  ?  No,  they  are  well  made 
shoes,  and  will  here  produce  the  manufac- 
turer seven  shillings :  why,  then,  they  are 
worth  to  him  seven  shillings. — Where  is 
the  depreciation  here  ?  A  commodiiy  is 
not  depreciated  because  one  man  will 
purchase  it  and  another  will  not ;  upon 
that  principle  there  is  nothing  in  existence 
but  what  would  fell  under  the  paradox  of 
being  both  of  its  fu4l  value  and  depreciated 
at  one  and  the  same  period.  But,  Sir,  let  us^ 
for  a  moment,'with  one  charm  of  the  pen, 
dissij/ate  all  the  bank  notes  in  the  country. 
Wdl  the  guinea  hi  consequence  purchase 
more  corn  of  the  farmer  ?  He  will  still  sell 
his  wheal  at  14/.  per  load,  estimating  a 
guinea  as  being  of  ^  the  value  of  one  shil- 
ling only  beyond  one  of  those  pound**, 
tut  how,  let  me  ask,  when  I  have  annihi- 
lated all  this  machinery  of  paper,  will  Mr. 
Barnard,  or  any  other  strong-bodied  man, 
be  able  to  retain  what  guineas  there  are 
left  in  the  country  ?  All  the  theatrical- 
manager-coadjators ;  all  the  pugilistic 
Mendoza  tribe  will  never  have  skill  enough 
to  box  the  ^inea  from  the  cont'ment ;  for 
so  long  as  it  produces  25  shillings  there, 
and  only  21  here,  or  the  worth  of  21  shil- 
lings, it  will  take  the  grand-tour  in  spite 
of  all  opposition. — It  will  visit  all  th« 
courts  ill  Europe  whether  allies  or  enemies. 
Well  then.  Sir,  having  got  rid  of  the  paper 
per  force;   and  the  guineas  getting  rid  of 
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themsehes  sponttmeously,  what  subslitote 
will  Mr.Barnard  have  the  goodness  to*inv;Bnt 
for  paper,  )vhich  shall  produce  the  holder 
more  advantages  than  he  before  derived 
from  that  bank  note,  which  nobody  but 
John  Bull  would  treat  with  the  smalkst 
respect.  As  it  is  quite  clear,  that  the 
cause  yvhich  operates  in  giving  gold  that 
migrating  quality  which  it  possesses  at 
present,  would  incline  it  to  take  its  leave 
of  John  Bull,  though  bank  notes  should 
b«  discarded,  some  substitute  as  a  com- 
mercial medium  must  be  adopted ;  and  I 
cab  only  say,  that  if  Mr.  Barnard  could 
devise  any  pleasant  manufacture  to  be  ob- 
tained with  the  same  facility  as  bank 
notes,  that  would  prove  more  productive 
and  valuable  to  the  holder,  he  would  en- 
title himself  to  my  most  unfeigned  appro- 
bation, in  which  lam  sure  1  should  not  be 
singular.  That  ihese  observations  are 
crude  I  must  admit ;  but  that  the  paper 
system  is  so  pernicious  as.isfn  general  ap- 
prehended, I  confess  I  cannot  discover. 
In  the  next  letter  Mr.  Barnard  may  favour 
us  with,  the  mystery  will  be  probably 
unfolded.  In  the  mean  time,  I  am  obliged 
to  that  gelitFeman  for  the  letter  he  has 
already  written  ;  I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient 
servant,  ;  W.  F.  S. 

Lincoln's  Inn,  October  20. 
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MR.  WARDLE.    . 
iVocEEBiKCs  qf  the  Common  Council  (f 
the  City  of  London,  a/  GuildhaUi  /•W- 
<%,  Nov.  S,  1809. 

Mr.  KfiMBLB  rose  to  make  his  promised 
motion,  and  bsgan  by  assuring  thei'ourt, 
that  in  rising  to  make  the  motion  w\iicli 
he  was  about  to  make,  he  was  not  influ- 
enced by  any  party  motive  ivhatevcr. 
He  ha<l  not  even  consulted  with  any  one 
person  as  to  tbe  expediency  of  the  modon, 
or  as  to  the  mode  in  which  it  miglit'  best 
be  submitted  to  the  Court.  *  He  coulci, 
therefore,  truly  say,  that  he  was  tbe  dupe 
ofnomanorset  of  men;  bethought  and 
acted  for  himself.  The  Court  w<ni Id  re- 
collect, that  on  thr*  day  of  meeting  to 
which  his  motion  referred,  the  1st  day  of 
August  last,  notice  had  been  regularly 
given  of  amotion  lor  that  day,  to  resriml 
the  Vote  of  Thanks  to  col.  Wardle.  The 
gentleman  with  whom  that  moiion  was  to 
originate  thought  proper  to  abandon  it,  and 
did  upon  that  day  absent  himself  With 
the  absence  or  presence  of  any  n^ember 
the  Court  ha^nothinfeto  do.  Their  duty 
wag  tfi  liiirw?iPliiiiai  tO^the  special  mat- 


ter  before  thsm,  for  which  they  bid  been 
particularly  summoned,  and  in  their  <ieci* 
•ion  upon  that  tbey  should  have  rested ; 
and  not  to  have  gone  into  the  consider- 
ation of  other  matter^  unconnected  with 
the  special  business,  and  concerning 
which  the  majority  of  the  Court  could  not 
have  exj)ected  any  discussion  whatever. 
It  was  this  informality  of  which  he  had  to 
complain,  in  the  proceeding&of  the  Court 
on  the  1st  of  August. — The  Resolution  for 
rescifiding  the  Vote  of  Thanks  to  Mr.  War- 
die,  vi^as  brought  forward  for  the  purpose 
of  introducing  an  Amendment  for  con- 
firming thoso  Thanks,  and  containing  a 
long  series  of  Resolutions  foreign  to  the 
special  object  of  the  meeting,  and  totally 
unercpected.  He  did  not  want  to  question 
the  fTopriety  or  impropriety  of  the  ori- 
ginal Vote  of  Thanks  to  Mr.  Wardle,  bnt 
he  thought  that  the  gentleman  who  moved 
that  string  of  Resolutions,  would  have 
acted  more  candidly,  if  he  had  openly 
come  forward  and  gave  dut-  notice  for  a 
future  day  of  his  uneiKJon  of  moving  such 
Resolutions ;  in  that  c  ase  the  Court  would 
not,  as  it  actually  had,  been  taken  b)r  sur- 
prisse.  His  object  was  to  vindicate  the 
honour  and  character  of  the  ('oori,  which 
were  impeached  hy  proceed ini^s,  in  ihfir 
nature  so  irregular;  the  U(-bolu(ii>n» ought 
not  to  be  permitted  to  rc*jn  liu  on  tbeir 
Journa's,  for  iliey  had  been  moved  and 
carried  wi:hout  the  due  notice*  Hecon- 
clwted  with  moving  that  the  Hesoluiions 
of  rhe  1st  of  August  be  expunged.  (Whicli 
Resolution^  havinj;  been  read), 

Mr.  Box  rose  to  second  the  motioOy 
which,  he  said,  he  felt  gri  at  satt>«facttun  m 
doing.  On  the  day  on  w  nich  the  Reso* 
lutions  had  bteii  moved,  he  had  objected 
to  them,  hecau'^i^  he  thought  ii  wrong  to 
proceed  so  hii  redly  and  unexpectedly,  in 
matters  aflecimg  the  ministers  aad  the 
fiistchariic  era  in  tne  rouniry, 

A)  Vrm^m  Goodbehbrb  said,  that  h 
would  not  be  denied,  tha^  (he  inotioii 
just  niade  had  a  tendency  to  censure 
the  proceeJings  of  theCourtuppn  a  fomier 
diy.  The  Gentleman  who  bad  made  it 
had  declared  that  his  motion  was  to  sup- 
port the  character  and  honour  of  the  Court. 
There  was  no  questioning  that  assertion^ 
nor  was  he  disposed  to  discredit  it»  but  the 
Getitleman  had  not  shewed  how  far  the 
honour  and  character  of  the  Court  had 
been  injured  by  the  Resolutions  it  was  mw 
proposed  to  rescind.  Indeed,  this  part  of 
the  argument  had  been  given  up,  for  tbe 
Gentleman  bad  confioed  hiauelf  solely  te 
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tlic  alkged  informaUty,  of  which  he  had 
complained.  The  Brst  objection  seemed 
to  be  founded  on  the  absence  of  the  ori- 
ginal Mover.  This  seemed  an  odd  ground 
of  objection.  He  could  not  understand 
why  one  man's  neglect  of  duty  was  the  rea- 
son why  another  should  delay  discharging 
his — or  if  the  objection  was  meant  to  ap- 
ply generally,  why  that  the  Court  was  not 
to  come  to  a  decision  upon  any  important 
question  while  certain  Gentlemen  were  out 
of  to^^.  A  great  deal  had  been  said 
about  the  necessity  of  a  notice — did  the 
Gentleman  mean  to  say,  that  the  notice  of 
an  original  motion  did  not  warrant  the  in- 
trodnction  of  an  amendment  upon  that 
motion  when  made.  There  had  been 
formal  ndlice  of  the  original  motion,  and 
an  amendment  had  been  made  upon  that 
motion,  and  was  carried — were  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  Court  to  be  tied  down  and 
confined  to  the  letter  of  a  notice  ?  [Hear ! 
hear !  ]  Were  they  to  be  kept  from  ad- 
verting or  taking  advantage  of  any  inci- 
dental circumstances  that  might  usually 
arise,  because  such  circumstances  were  not 
formally  alluded  to  in  the  notice  ? — Were 
they  to  be  prohibited  from  applying  the 
remedy  to  toe  evil,  if  that  remedy  was  not 
formally  set  forth  in  the  words  of  a  notice  ? 
Thift  would  be  to  give  a  notice  the  force 
of  restricting  their  powers,  not  of  regulat- 
ing th«ir  proceedings — in  short,  would  be 
to  deprive  them  of  all  discretion.  Would 
the  Gentleman  in  the  ti-ansactin^  of  his 
mercantile  business  deprive  his  agent  of  all 
his  discretion,  and  confine  him  to  the  mere 
letter  of  his  instructions  ?  Would  he  act  so 
towards  even  his  servant  in  an  ordinary  mes- 
sage ?  Tlie  Gentleman  had  acknowledged 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  disturb  the  deci- 
sion upon  the  justice  of  Mr.  Wardle's 
claims  on  the  gratitude  of  the  Court  and 
the  country,  for  his  eminent  services  in  the 
detection  of  public  abuses — if  this  was  the 
Gentleman's  wish,  what  was  the  object  of 
his  present  motion  ?  Bid  it  not,  in  effect, 
tend  to  disturb  that  decision  ?  The  Gentle- 
man wished  to  remedy  an  informality,  the 
informality  he  had  not  succeeded  in  esta- 
blishing; but  it  was  clear,  that  if  he  suc- 
ceeded in  his  motion,  the  spirit  of  that  mo- 
tion would  bedone  away,  to  which  he  had 
acknowledged  he  was  not  hostile.  The 
Gentleman  had  declared  himself  not  hos- 
tile to  the  motion  of  thanks,  but  he  obvi- 
ously did  what  he  could  do  to  rescind  that 
TOte.  The  Gentleman  had  been  in  the 
country  for  some  time,  and  he  (Mr.  G.) 
was  apprehensive  that  he  bad  suffered  some- 


what by  the  communication.  His  opi- 
nions of  Mr.  Wardle's  services  had 
changed ;  this  change  had  nothing  to  do 
with  any  alleged  opinion  as  to  the  indivi- 
dual by  whom  they  were  conferred;  the 
services  were  the  same ;  but  it  was  evi- 
dent that  his  (Mr.  K/s)  opinion  was  not 
as  unchangeable ;  for  it  would  be  remem-^ 
bered  that  that  Gentleman  (Mr.  K.)  had 
been  looked  up  to,  and  With  great  justice 
he  believed  at  that  time,  as  one  of  the  • 
broad  banners  of  freedom  and  reform 
(a  laugh),  but  now  that  Gentleman  saw  no 
necessity  for  change ;  he  wanted  nothing, 
and  nothing  he  could  want  for  any  thing  ; 
the  lines  that  had  been  once  otherwise  ap- 
plied might  be  justly  applied  to  him — 

"  No  Lord  or  Squire, 

Or  Knight  of  the  Shire 

Liv'd  balfbo  well,*' 
as  the  Gentleman  who  wants  for  nothing* 
Why  the  Gentleman  was  in  such  haste  to 
evince  the  mistake  he  had  fallen  into 
about  Colonel  Warille,  he  couW  not  well 
account  for,  unless  it  was  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  making  his  amende  honorable  to  his 
friends  on  the  other  side,  for  having  been 
guilty  of  thinking  for  himself  at  their  ex- 
pence.  But  it  could  not  be  doubted, 
that  the  tendency  of  the  present  motion 
was,  to  do  away  their  tribute  to  the  merits 
of  Mr.  Wardle.  He  called  on  the  Court 
to  consider  seriously  the  nature  of  those 
services  to  which  it  was  now-proposed  to 
make  so  bad^a  return — was  it  right  at 
such  a  time  as  this  to  damp  the  ardour 
of  those  honest  men  who  were  bold  enough 
to  resist  corruption  ?  Mr.  Wardle's  ser* 
vices  to  the  public  had  been  of  the  first 
kind ;  he  did  not  hesitate  to  ?ay,  that 
more  benefit  had  resulted  from  the  services 
of  Mr.  VVardle,  in  the  la%t  parliamentary 
campaign,  than  from  all  the  victories  by 
land  or  sea  that  had  occurred  during  the 
late  and  present  wars!  Mr.  Wardle  had 
been  assailed  by  the  most  foul  and  wanton 
calumnies.  Two  of  them  he  would  advert 
to.  One  was,  that  Mr.  Wardle  had  not 
fulfilled  the  engagement  in  which  he  had 
pledged  himself  to  the  public,  that  of 
prosecuting  Mrs.  Clarke  for  perjury.  To 
this  it  was  a  sufficient  answer,  that  the 
Grand  Jury  had  found  a  true  Bill  against 
Mrs.  Clarke  and  others,  for  a  Conspiracy ; 
and  that  they  found  so  in  consequence  of 
the  unquestionable  proofs  of  perjury  com- 
mitted by  the  parties  having  been  faid  be- 
fore them,  He  asked  then,  if  Mr.  Wardle 
could  be  said  to  have  failed  in  bis  pledge  ? 
The  perjury  could  not  be  said  to  be  proved 
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until  a  Jury  had   pronounced   the  final 
Terdict ;  but  still  Mr.  Wardle  had  lost  no 
time,  and  hitherto  he  had  acted  up  to  the 
spirit,  and  even  the  letter  of  his  pledge. 
The  other  objection  was,  his  travelling  to 
the  coast  in  the  company  of  Mrs.  Clarke. 
The  construction  put  on  this  appeared  to 
him  not  warrantable.     Mr.  Wardle  had  in 
yiew  a  great  national  object :    his  prin- 
cipal   instrument-  in    ejecting   that  was 
this  yroman.      He   could  not   have   been 
a  stranger     to   her  character;     and    he 
wished  to  keep  her  out  of  the  enemy's 
camp.     The  object  of  this  journey   was 
to  keep  her  from   evil  conuitunication,  and 
the-  event    p^roved    that    he    succeeded. 
Mr.  Wardle's  private  character   secured 
him  fr^m  those  constructions  which  cer- 
tain  persons  were  anxious  to    put  upon 
,hi8  conduct  in  this  instance.     It  was  well 
known   thut  Mr.  Wardle  was  a   man  of 
mildest  manners;  that  in  private  life  he  was 
distinguished  for  that  purity  so  essential 
to  domestic  happiness,  and  that  domestic 
happiness  he  enjoyed  in  a  deforce  eminent- 
ly and  enviably  high. — Those  who  knew 
]yir.  Wardle  best  valued  him  raost,  and 
those  who  knew  his  private  life  best  valued 
his    domestic    happiness  most,   perhaps, 
most  envied  it.     The   consistency  of  that 
life  was  the   best  answer  to  those  who 
would  object  to  Mr.  Wardle  any  unbe- 
coming motives  in   his  tour  with    Mrs. 
Clarke.    Air.  W.  could  find  no  public  ho- 
nour but  in  promoting  the  true  interests 
of  his  country.     He  never  could  find  pri- 
vate happiness   in   any  way  inconsistent 
with  his  honour  as  a  domestic  man.    Mr. 
Wardle    had  a    family  and    a    country, 
and  he  never  had  been  false  to  either.    He 
next  alluded  to  the  harsh  manner  in  which, 
he  said,  Mr.  Wardle  had  been  treated  in 
the  different  stages  of  the  process.  'Mr. 
Wardle,  he  affirmed,  had  been   waiting 
for  ten  days  for  the  due  notices  ;  that  he 
did. not  get  tbem  till  the  last  of  the   ten, 
and  that  the  Judge  had  in   consequence 
signified  his  doubt  of  the  legality  of  the 
iiwtrument.     The  Worthy  Alderman  con- 
cluded, by  moving  the  previous  question. 
,    Mr.  Jacks  said   he  must  either  have 
misunderstood    the   notice  given  by  the 
Worthy  Member,  or  his  motion  did  not 
velate  to  the   merits  or  demerits  of  Mr. 
Wardle  ;  it  related  merely  to  the  questions 
then  for  the  first  time  introduced  in  the 
Resolutions  now  sought  to  be  rescinded. 

Mr.  Kemijlc  said,  all  he  wished  was,  let 
the  Worthy  Alderman  give  notice  of  the 
propositions  9pnlQined  in  his  Resolution?, 


and  then  he  should  argue  dusm,  bat  not 
till  then. 

Mr.  Jacks  continued — It  was  qot  till  tLe 
first  notice  of  the  present  motion  had  beea 
sent  to  the  different  Meinbers  of  the  Court, 
that  he  had  read  the  Resolutions  now 
under  consideration.  He  should  now  take 
the  liberty  ofdtscusaing  those  Resolutions, 
paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  should  con- 
sider, first,  if  they  were  founded  in  fact: 
secondly,  if  it  was. expedient  for  the  Court 
to  have  adopted  them.  As  to  the  merits 
of  Mr.  Wardle,  he  had  nothing  to  say  in 
opposition  to  ihem ;  -  the  Court  had  come 
to  an  unanimous  vote  on  the  subject,  and 
he  saw  nothing  in  the  trial  which  oagbt 
to  induce  them  to  alter  that  decision. 
Some  of  the  paragraphs  of  the  Resolu- 
tions which  the  Court  had  lately  pa»ed 
seemed  to  him  to  require  serious  consi- 
deration. In  the  second  paragraph  it  was 
ajledged,  that  the  abuses  complained  of 
had  extended  to  the  disposal  of  Church 
preferments.  Nowv  he  submitted*  that  M 
detection  of  the  kind  could  be  fairly  aU 
tributed  to  Col.  Wardle.  Mention  had, 
indeed,  been  made  of  a  Dr.  O'Meara,  and 
of  a  wretched  parson  of  the  name  of 
Bcazley,  who  wrote  in  favour  of  "  No 
Popery  ;'*  but  their  cases  were  for  from 
warranting  the  charge  of  the  corrupt  dis- 
posal of  Church  preferments;  The  Cd«tH» 
therefore,  was  without  proof  on  this  powt. 
The  Resolution  then  went  onto  implicate 
Lord  Casilereagh,  Mr.  Perceval,  and  Mr. 
H.  Weltesley,  m  the  corrupt  and  ilJe^ 
traffic  charged  in  the  Resolution,  and 
quoted  the  words  of  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons  on  that  subject.  Now, 
he  took  it  to  be  an  established  principle 
of  British  justice,  that  criminality  most 
be  proved  before  it  could  be  taken  as 
granted.  Hei^  charges  had  been  brought 
torward  ;  but,  certainly,  no  proof  had  bcea 
adduced  in  support  of  them.  Be  then 
turned  to  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  the 
7th  June,  and  from  thence  quoted  the 
words  used  by  the  Speaker,  which,  be 
contended,  anplied  not  to  the  then  actnal 
state  of  the  House' of  Commons,  but  sim- 
ply to  declare,  that,  if  tlie  practice  which 
he  there  referred  to  should  at  any  time 
become  prevalent,  'f  it  wo\>ld  bring  a 
greater  scandal  upon  the  Parliament  and 
the  Nation  than  this  Country  had  ever 
knownsince  Parliament  had  an  existence." 
In  the  following  part  of  the  paragraph  in 
which  reference  48  made  to  Lords  Castk* 
reagh  and  Clancarty,  he  cordially  agreed, 
and  declared,  ijiat  in  parliamentary  Ilii- 
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tory  he  had  not  read  a  more  direct  inter- 
ference in  the  disposal  of  Seats  in  Parlia- 
ment.   When  the  Woi:thy  Alderman  bow- 
ever,  Trent  0!i  to  state  that  the  House  of 
Common^,  by  its  conduct,  "  had  recognized 
and   acknowledged  the   corrupt  iiitluence 
tinder  which  it  had  been  called  together, 
and  «xercised  its  functions,"  he  could  not 
help  thinking,   that  he  had  grearly  gone 
beyond  that  line  of  respect  to  Parliament 
which  it  was  his  duty  to    have   observed 
Did  the  worthy  Alderman  mean  to  say, 
that  the  Members  for  the  City  of  London  ; 
that  those   for   the   City  and    Liberties  of 
Westminster,  that  those  for  the  County  of 
Middlesex — or  that  those  for  the  Borough 
of  i^outhwark,  were  relumed  through  cor- 
rupt influence  ?     He  admitted,  that  there 
were  Boroughs  which  ^xre  corrupt,   but 
the  Resolution,  as   it  stood,   conveyed  a 
charg«   of  a  similar  nature   against  the 
whole  House  of  Commons.     No  man,  he 
declared,  detefstcd  corruption  more  than  he 
did.  He  hojJt  d,  too,  there  was  no  man  had 
A  greater  detestation  of  vice,  taken  in  an 
abstract  sense.  He  believed   corruption  to 
be  as  inherent  in  Public  Bodies,  as  vice 
^as  in  the  mind  of  n>an.     Each  of  these, 
therefore,  required  every  effort  that  could 
be  used  to  restrain,  if  nut  to  eradicate 
them.    Corruption,  like  the  vicious  habits 
of  the  mind,  when  they  got  beyond  cer- 
tain bounds,  led  on  to  evils  which  again 
natnrall}    produced   disease.       This,    we 
would  find,  had  been  the  case  in  every 
pge.     Lord  Bacon,  the  Father  of  Modern 
philosophy,  was  guilty  of  receiving  bribes, 
es  Lord.  Chanctdlor.      It  had  been  found 
BS  early  after  the  Revolution  as  the  year 
iaO'h  by  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  90,000/.  ha<l  been  spent  in 
bribes,  for   the   purpo^^e  of  insurii;ig  the 
passing*  of  a  Bill.      To  Sir  J.  Trevor,  the 
then  Speaker,  4,000/.  had  been  given,  who 
was  so  much  ashamed,  that  he  afterwards 
absented  h'nnself  from  tl>€  House,     At  the 
itame   time  the  House   of  Commons  im- 
peached the  Duke  of  Leeds  tor  receiving 
-a  bribe  of  5,000/.  on  the  same  account. 
Sir  W.  Pulteney  declared,  ill  his  time,  that 
corruption  bad  come  to  so  high  a  pitch  in 
the  State,  that  our  Constitution  could  not 
long  stand.     Thirty  years,  however,  had 
pince  elapsed,  and  we  still  remained  aa  en- 
tire and  Qnb^roken  as  at  the  moment'lhe 
words  were  spoken.      Sir  W.  Windham 
had  declared  in  174>(>,  that  he  had  alluded 
to  the  corrupt  state  of  our  Boroughs,  and 
yet  the  present  Besolution  held  out  only 
^0/}St9iU  i|>  Parliament  at  being  depend- 


ent on  the  Government.  It  appeared, 
therefore,  th-^t  we  were  not  now  so  cor- 
rupt as  we  were  then,  it  was  not  his 
wish  to  screen  corruption.  The  public 
mind,  however,  was  too  much  worked 
on.  Who  had  discoviered  Lord  Melville, 
Davison,  Jones,  &c.  ? — C»)mmiitees  of  the 
House  of  (Jommous — of  that  very  Body 
here  declared  to  be  so  corrupt  in  its  form- 
atibn,  and  in  the  discharge  of  its  func- 
tions. The  worthy  gciulenjan  proceeded 
to  tiie  olhiT  pans  of  the  RlsoIuIioii,  and 
byag^in  reftrring'to  the  Morning  Chro- 
nicle, argued  thiitthe  idi  a  uf  a  Public  Of- 
fice for  the  Sale  ot  Otlices  was  alwurd,  and 
its  iletettion  not  atmbutahle'to  Mr.  War- 
die.  He  also  referred  to  Mr.  VVardle'g 
projected  diminution  of  the  army,  and 
contended  that  this  was  a  proposition  high- 
ly inexpedient  and  injurious  to  the  coun- 
try at  such  a  period.  On  these  grounds, 
he  thought  the  majority  of  the  paragraphs 
of  the  Resolution  not  exactly  correct.  He 
presumed  ihe  worthy  alderman  had  meant 
the  whole  rather  as  notes  tor  a  speech, 
than  as  the  dit'v.stt  d  words  of  a  Kesolu- 
tion.  The  qu'  srion  then  was,  if  these 
were  only  crude  and  unsupported  aver- 
ments, ought  they,  without  proof,  to  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  that  corporation"? 
He  called  on  every  man  who  detested 
anarchy  and  confusion — on  all  those  who 
were  the  friends  of  rational  li'jerty,  to  re- 
flect how  this  country  could  eXiSt,  if,  as 
the  Resolution  seemed  to  ini^ly,  no  confi- 
dence was  to  l>e  placed  in  any  of  their' 
public  men.  If  so,  what  re  rained  for 
them  but  to  resolve  into  their  crude  state, 
and  take  the  government  into  tl^ir  own 
hands;  or,  like  other  States,  to  coma 
under  the  dominion  of  a  Foreign  Power. 
Gentlemen  talked  of  the  changes  in  tho 
opinions  of  men  ;  but  was  ihia  peculiar  to 
the  present  day  ?  Had  not  Pitt  been  tho 
greatest  Rffornjer,  and  did  he  not  after- 
wards change  h:s  opioion?  Mr.  Fox  co- 
alesced with  Lord  North,  and  called  him 
his  Noble  Friend.  Mr.  Burke,  too,  had 
changed  his  opinions ;  and  why  should 
this  be  conceived  such  a  crime  at  present. 
He  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  there 
was  now  more  danger  from  the  inroads  of 
the  People,  than  from  the  prerogative  of 
the  Crown.        "  (To  be  continued.) 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
Austria. — Treaty  qf  Peace  heixseen  France 
and  Austrui,  Vet.  15,  1809. 
Napoleon,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  and 
the  Constitution  of  the  Empire,  Eniperor 
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of  the  French,  King  of  Italy,  Protector  of 
the  League  of  the  Rhine,  &c.  HaTitiff 
•een  and  considered  the  Treaty  concluded, 
determined,  and  signed  at  Vienna,  on  the 
14th  of  this  momb,  by  the  Sieur  Norapere 
dc  Champagny,  our  Minister  tor  Foreign 
Afiairs,  in  virtue  of  the  full  powers  to  that 
end  given  him  by  us,  and  the  Prince  John 
of  Lichtrnstein,  Marshal  of  the  Armies  of 
his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
equally  provided  with  full  powers— which 
Treaty  is  of  the  following  tenor; — 

His  Majesty  the  *  iunperor  of  the 
Fre^ch,  "King  of  Italy,  Protector  of  the 
League  of  the  Rhine  Mediator  of  the 
Lea8;ue  of  Switzerland ;  and  his  Majesty 
the  Emperor  of  Austria,  Kmg  of  Hungary 
tnd  Bohemia,  b.^ing  equally  animated 
with  the  desire  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
war  which  has  arisen  between  them,  have 
resolved  to  negociate  forthwith  a  Defini- 
tive Treaty  of  Peace,  and  (or  that  purpose 
have  appointed  as  their  Plenipotentiaries 
namely:— His  Majesty  the  Emperor  ot 
the  French,  King  of  Italy,  Protector  of 
the  League  of  tlie  Rhine,  the  Sieur  Jcau 
Baptiste  Nompere  Count  de  Champagny, 
Duke  of  Cadore,  (irand  Eagle  Bearer  i>( 
the  l^ton  of  Honour,  Commander  of  the 
Order  of  the  Iron  Crown,  Knight- of  tiV- 
Order  of  Su  Andrew  of  KuKsia,  Grand 
Dignitary  of  that  of  ih«TwoSici;jes,  Grand 
Cross  of  the  Orders  of  the  Black  and  Red 
Eagles  of  Prussia,  of  the  Order  of  St.  Jo- 
seph of  Wuruburg,  of  the  Order  of  Fi- 
delity of  Baden,,  of  the  Order  of  Hesse 
Darmstadt,  his  said  Majesty's  Mimster  for 
Foreign  Affairs ;  and  his  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  Austria,  King  of  Hungary  and 
Bohemia,  the  Sieur  Prince  John  of  Lich- 
tensuio.  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  Golden 
Fleece,  Craml  Ci-oesof  the  Order  of  Maria 
Theresa,  Chamberlain,  Marshal  of  the  Ar- 
mies of  his  said  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  and  Proprietary  Commander  of  a 
Regiitacnt  of  Horse  in  his  service.-—VVho 
having  previously  exchanged  their  full 
powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following 
Articles : — 

Art.  L  There  shall,  from  the  day  of 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
present  Treaty,  be  peace  and  frieadship 
between  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  King  of  Italy,  Piotector  of  the 
League  of  the  Rhine,  and  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  Austria*  King  of  Hmigary  and 
fiohemk,  their  Heirs  and  Successors,  their 
States  and  Subjects  respectively,  for  ever. 

IL  The  present  peace  is  also  declared 
to  bt  coflUQoa  to  his  Ms^esty  the  King  of 


Spain,  his  Majesty  the  King  of  HoUand, 
his  Majesty  the  I^ing  of  {Japles,  his  Ma- 
jesty  the  King  of  Bavaria,  bis  Majesty  the 
King  of  Wirtemburg,  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  Saxony,  and  his  Majesty  the  King  d 
Westphalia,  his  Most  Eminent  Highoeu 
the  Prince  Primate,  their  Royal  Highnesses 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden,  the  Grand  J)oke 
of  Brrg,  the  Grand  Duke  of  nesse-Darro* 
stardt,  the  Grand  Duke  of.Wurtzburg,  and 
all  the  Princes  and  Memb<ersof  the  League 
of  the  Rhine,  the  Allies^  in  the  present 
war,^of  his  Majesty  the.  Emperor  of  tin 
French,  King  of  Italy,  Protector  of  ths 
League  of  the  Rhine. 

IlL  His  Majesty  tjie  Emperor  of  Aw- 
tria,  King  of  Hungary  aini  Bohemis, 
cedes,  as  well  for  himself,  his  heirs  sod 
successors,  as  for  the  Princes  of  his  Hooae, 
their  heirs  and  respective  Successors^  the 
principalities,  lordships,  domains^  aod 
territories,  herein-after  mentioned,  sad 
also  all  titles  which  may  accrue  fsooi  tha 
possession  of  the  same ;  and  all  proper* 
ties,  whether  manorial  or  held  )3y  them 
und«*j*  an  especial  title,  lying  within  the 
&aid  territories. 

I.  He  cedes  and  transfers  to  his 
Majesty  the  Empcrur  of  the  French,  to 
forn^  a  part  of  ihe  League  of  the  Rhine,, 
and  to  be  placed  at  bin  disposftii^  Jbr  t^M 
mtefest  of  the  Sovereigns  of  the  League ; 
— The  territories  of  Salt^burgh  and  Bcrdi* 
tolsgaden ;  that  part  of  Upper  Austris, 
situate  on  the  further  side  of  a  line  nuk 
nmg  trom  the  Danube,  ^t  the  yillagf^  of 
Straas,  therein  comprehending  Weissen* 
kirch,  Wed^rsdorfi;  Micheibach,  Greist, 
Muckenhofien,  Heist  and  Jedina ;  thenct 
in  the  direction  of  Schwandstadt,  the 
town  of  Schwandstadt  on  the.  A41er,  aod 
thence  ascending  along  the  bank  of  ihat 
river,  %nd  the  lake  of  the  same .  same,  to 
the  poiat  where  the  lake  touches  upon  the 
territory  of  Saltzburg. — His  Majeay  the 
Emperor  of  Austria  tihall  only  retain  in 
property,  the  Woods  belpngiug  to  the 
Sala-Cammer*Gut,  and  forming  part  of  tht 
.ms^nor  of  Mondsee«  vrith  liberty  to  col 
aod  carry  thence  the  brushwood,  hit 
without  ei^ying  any  right  (^Sovereignty 
upon  ths^t  territory » — 2.  He  also  ced«s>t« 
his  Majesty  the  Ei^peror  of  the  Froid^ 
King  pf  Italy,,  the  County  of  Goritia^ the 
Manor.of  Monte f^JconO)  the  GovemmeDt 
and  City  pf  Trieste,  CarnioJa,  with  its 
dependencies  on  the  Quif  of  Triestfw  the 
Circle  of  Willach,  in  Carinthia,  and  al]th# 
territories  lying  on  the  right  bs&k  of  tbs 
Save^  from  t&  piQint  wboft  thai  mir 
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leaves  Camiola»  along;  its  course  to  where 
it  touches  the  frontiers  of  Bosnia ;  namely 
a  part  of  PKPvincial  Croatia,  six  districts 
of  Military  Croatia,  Fiurae,  and  i\ke  Hun- 
garian Litiorale,  Aiisti:ian  Istria,  or  the 
district  of  Castua,  the   islands  depending 
en  the  ceded   territories,  and  all    other 
territories,    howsoever  named,    upon  the 
right  bank  of  the  Save  ;  the  middle  stream 
of  the  said  river  serving  as  the  boundary 
hetween    the    two    States. — Lastly,    the 
Lordship  of  Radzuns  lying  in  the   Grau- 
bunderland. — 3.    He    cedes   and   makes 
over  to  his  M^esty  the  King  of  Saxony, 
the  territory  of  Bohemia  depending  upon, 
and  included  in  the  territory  of  the  King- 
dom of  Saxony,  namely,  the  parishes  and 
villages    of  Gontersdorff,  Taubantranke, 
Gertochsheim,  Lenkersdoi:f>  Schirgiswald, 
Winkel,  &c. — 4.  He  cedes  and  makes  over 
to  the  King  of  Saxony,   to  be  united    to 
the  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  the  whole  of  Wes- 
ter   or    New   Galficia,   a  district  round 
Cracow,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Vistula, 
to  be  hereafler  ascertained,  and  the  Circle 
ofZamosc  in  Eastern  Gallicia. — The  d is- 
trict  round  Cracow,  upon  the  right  bank 
of  the  \ristula,  shall  in  the   direction  of 
Podgorze,  have  for  its  circumference  the 
distance  from  Podgorze  to  Wieliczka.  The 
Vii)e  of  demarkation    shall   pass  through 
Wieliczka,   and    to  the   westward  touch 
^pon  Scawina,  and  to  the  eastward  upon 
the  Beek,  which  falls  into  the  Vistula  at 
Brzdegy. — Wieliczka   and   the  whole  of 
the  territory  of  the  Salt-pits  shall  belong 
in  common  to    the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
»nd  the  King  of  Saxony.    Justice  shall 
be  administered  therein  in  the  name  of  the 
Municipal   Power  ;  there  shall  be  quar- 
tered there  only  the  troops  necessary  for 
the  8u<)port  of  the  Police,  and  they  shall 
consist  of  equal  numbers  of  those  of  both 
nations.    The  Austrian  Salt  from  Wie- 
liczka, in  its  conveyance  over  the  Vistula, 
and  through  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw,  shall 
net  be  subject  to  any  toll-duties.     Corn  of 
all  kinds,  raised  in  Austrian  Gallicia,  may 
also  be  freely  exported  atross  the  Vistula. 
— His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
*nd  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Saxony,  may 
form  such  an  arrangement  with  regard  to 
wese  boundaries,  as  that  the  Save,  from 
we  point  where  it  teaches  upon  the  Circle 
w  Zamosc,   to    its  confluence  with  the 
Vistula,  shall  serve  as  the  line  of  demar- 
cation between  both  states. — 5.  He  codes 
•«Ki  nxakes  over  to  his  Majesty  the  £mpe<; 
^  of  Russia,  in  the  easternmost  part  t>f 
**ll»«a,  a  tract  of  ^rritory  containing  « 


population  of  400,000  sooU,  the  city  of 
ferodi  being,  nevertheless,  not  therein  in- 
cluded. This  territory  shall  be  aipicably 
ascertained  by  Commissioners  on  the  part 
of  both  Empires. 

IV.  The  Teutonic  Order  having  been 
abolished  in  the  States  of  the  League  of 
the  Rhine,  bis  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  in  the  name  of  his  Imperial  High- 
ness the  Archduke  Anthony,  abdicates  the 
Grand  Mastership  of  that  Order  in  hit 
States,  and  recognizes  the  dispositions 
taken  with  regard  to  the  property  of  the 
Order,  locally  situated  out  of  the  Austrian 
territory.  Pensions  aliall  be  assigned  to 
those  who  have  been  on  the  civil  establish- 
ment of  the  Order. 

V.  The  debts  funded  upon  the  territory 
of  the  ceded  provinces  and  allowed  by 
the  States  of  the  said  provinces^  or  ac- 
cruing from  expenses  iiicurred  for  their 
Administration,  shall  alone  follow  the  fate 
of  those  provinces. 

VI.  The  provinces  which  are  to  be  re- 
stored to  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  shall  be  administered  for  his  be- 
hoof by  the  Austrian  Constituted  Autho- 
rities, from  the  day  of  exchanging  the 
RaiiBcalioii  of  the  present  1  reaty  ;  and  th* 
Imperial  Domains,  wheresoever  situated^ 
from  the  1st  of  November  next.  It  ia 
nevertheless  understood,  that  the  French 
army  in  this  country  shall  take  for  their 
use  whatever  articles  cannot  be  supplied 
by  their,  magazines  for  the  subsistence  of 
the  troops  and  the  wants  of  the  hospitals ; 
and  also  whatever  shall  be  necessary  for 
the  conveyance  of  their  sick,  and  th% 
evacuation  of  the  magazines.  —  An  ar- 
rangement shall  be  made  between  the 
High  Contracting  Parties  respecting  all  war 
contributions,  of  whatever  denomination, 
previously  imposed  on  the  Austrian  pro* 
vinces  occupied  by  the  French  and  aUied 
troops  ;  in  consequence  of  which  arrange- 
ment the  levying  of  the  said  contribntions 
shall  cease  from  the  day  of  the  exchange 
of  (he  Ratifications. 

VII.  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  King  of  Italy,  engap^es  to  give  no 
obstruction  to  the  importation  or  expor* 
tation  of  merchandize  into  and  from'Aot* 
tria,  by  way  of  the  port  of  Fiume ;  thif« 
nevertheless',  not  being  construed  to  in* 
elude  English  goods  or  manufactures.  Th^ 
transit  duties  op  the  goods  thus  importei 
or  exported,  shall  be  lower  than  upon 
those  of  all  other  nations,  the  kinffooio 
of  Italy  excepted.  Ao  inquiry  shall  be 
iof  titttted,  to  uoertain  whether  any  ad* 
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vantagea^  can  be  allowed  to  the  Austrian 
trade,  in  the  other  ports  ceded  by  this 
Treaty. 

VilL  The  titles  of  domains,  archives, 
plans  and  maps  of  the  countries,  towns, 
and  fortresses  ceded,  shall  be  given  up 
within  two  months  after  the  period  of  the 
Ratification. 

IX.  His  Majrsty  the  Emperor  of  Aus- 
tria, King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  en- 
gages to  discharge  the  yearly  interest, 
arrears,  and  capitals,  invested  in  securities 
of  the  Government,  Slates,  Bank,  Lottery, 
or  other  public  establishments,  by  subjects, 
companies,  or  corporate  bodies  in  France, 
the  Kingdom  of  Italy,  and  the  Grand 
Buchy  of  Berg. — Measures  shall  also  be 
taken,  to  completely  liquidate  the  »uro 
due  to  Mont  St.  Theresa,  now  Mont  Na- 
poleon, at  Mifan. 

X.  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  engages  to  procure  a  full  and 
tompletc  pardon  for  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Tyrol  and  VoraJberg,  who  have  taken 
apart  in  the  insurrection;  so  that  they 
shall  not  be  prosectited  either  in  person  (»r 
property. — His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Austria  eoually  engages  to  grant  a  full 
and  complete  pardon  to  those  inhabitants 
of  the  territoricg  of  Gallicia,  of  which  he 
returns  into  possession,  lyhcther  civil  or 
military,  public  officers,  or  private  indi- 
viduals, who  have  taken  part  in  the  levying 
«f  troop6,  or  the  fovmation  of  judicial  or 
cnunicipal  adminfstrations ;  or  in  any 
other  proceeding  whatsoever  during  th^ 
war,  which  inhabhaiits  shall  not  be  prose- 
cuted in  their  persons  or  property. — ^They 
shall  luFe  permission,  during  a  period  of 
SIX  years,  to  dispose  of  their  properties, 
of  whatever  description  they  may  be;  to 
sell  their  e«tate«,  even  those  that  have 
been  considered  inalienable,  such  as  ^ei 
<0mmma  and  majoralvs;  to  leave  thecountry, 
and  to  carry  with  them  the  produce  of 
these  sales*  in  specie,  or  edicts  of  any 
other  description,  without  paying  any 
duty  for  the  same,  or  experiencing  any 
difficulty  or  obstruction. — The  jsame  per- 
mission, and  for  the  same  period,  shall  be 
reciprocally  allowed  to  the  inhabitants  and 
landholders  in  ihe  territories  reded  by  the 
present  treaty^ — The  inhabitants  of  the 
Dutchy  of  Warsaw,  possessing  landed 
estates  in  Austrian  Gallicia,  whether  pub- 
lic officers  or  private  individuals,  shall 
€njoy  llie  revenues  thereof,  without  pay- 
ing any  duty  thereon,  or  experiencing  any 
obstruction. 

XI.  Withiu  9ix  tveeks^  from  the  ex- 


change of  the  present  Treaty^  posts  shall 
be  erected,  to  mark  the  boundaries  of  Crjf- 
cow,  upon  the  risfht  bank  of  the  Vistula. 
For  this  purpose  there  shall  be  nominated 
Austrian,  French, .  and  Saxon  Comniis- 
sioncrs. — The  s^me  measures  shall  be 
adopted  within 'the  same  period  upon  th« 
frotiiiers  of  Upper  Austria,  Saltzburgh, 
Willach,  and  Carniola,  as  far  as. the  Saa^e. 
The  Thalweg  (stream)  of  the  Saave  Ml 
determine  \yhat.  islands  of  that  river  shall 
hehmg  to  each  power.  For  this  purpose 
French  and  Austrian  Conunissarieis  shall 
be  nominated. 

XIL  A  military  Convention  shall  be 
forthwith  entered  into,  to  regulate  the  re- 
spective periods  within  which  the  variooi 
provinces  restored  to  his  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  Austria  shall  be  evacuated.  Tbe 
said  Convention  sh  ill  be  adjusted  on  the 
basis,  that  Moravia  shall  h^  evacuated  ia 
fourteen  days ;  that  part  of  Gallicia  which 
remains  in  possession  of  Austria,  the  city 
and  district  of  Vienna,  in  one  month; 
Lower  Austria  in  two  months ;  and  the  re- 
maining districts  and  territories  not  ctded 
by  this  Treaty  shall  be  evacuated  by  thfc 
French  troops,  and  those  of  their  allies,  in 
two  months  and  a  half,  or  earlier  if  pos- 
sible,  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions.— This  Convention  shall  regulate  all 
that  relates  to  the  ev^lcuation  of  the  hospi- 
tals and  magazines  of  the  French  army,  and 
the  entrance  of  the  Austrian  troops  into 
the  territories  evacuated  by  the  French  or 
their  allies;  and  also  the  evacuatioo^ of 
that  part  of  Croatia  ceded  by  the  present 
Treaty  to  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the 
French. 

Xlll.  The  prisoners  of  war  taken  bjr 
France  and  her  Allies  from  Austria,  and 
by  Austria  from  France  and  her.  Allies, 
that  have  not  yet  been  released,  shall  be 
given  up  within  fourteen  days  after  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  pre- 
sent TreaU\ 

XfV.  Flis  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  King  of  Italy,  Protector  of  the 
League  of  the  Rhine,  guarantees  the  in- 
violability of  the  possessions  of  his  Ma- 
jesty the  Emperor  of  Austria,  King  6f 
Hungary  and  Bohemia,  in  the  state  hi 
which  they  shall  be,  in  consequence  of 
the  present  Treaty. 

XV.  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  ofAos- 
tria  recognizes  all  thd  alterations  which 
have  taken  phce^  or  may  subsequently 
take  place  in  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Ithly. 

XVL  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Aos* 
tria,  desiroui  to  co-operate  in  th9  r«stori« 
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lion  of  atnaritime  peace,  accedes  to  the 
prohibitory  system  with  respect  to  Eng- 
land, adopted  by  France  and  Russia,  du- 
ring the  present  Maritime  War.  His  Im- 
-perial  Majesty  shall  break  oil*  all  inter- 
course with  Great  Britain,  and,  nitti  re-, 
spejcit  to  the  English  goveinment,  place 
himself  in  the  situation  be  stood  in  pre- 
vious to  the  prcsiint  war. 

XVII.  His  ^Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  King  of  Italy,  and  bis  Majesty 
tkic  Emperor  of  Austria,  King  of  Hungary 
aiid  I3onemin,  shall  observe,  with  respect 
to  each  other,  the  same  ceremonial  in*  re- 
gard to  rank  and  other  points  of  etiquette, 
as  before  the  present  war. 

XVII I.  The  Ratification*!  of  the  present 
Treaty  shall  be  exchanged  within  six  days, 
or  sooner,  if  possible. 

Done  arid  signed  ai  Vienna,  Oct.  1 4, 1 809. 

(Signed)J.  B.  Nomperf.  deChampagny. 

John  Prince  of  Lichten^-tein. 

We  have  ratified,  and  hereby  ratify  the 
above  Treaty,  in  all  and  every  of  the  ar- 
ticles therein  ciJntained  ;  declare  the  same 
to  be  adopted,  confirmed,  and  established ; 
and  engai^eihat  the  same  shall  be  main- 
tained inviolable* — In  confirmation  where- 
of we  have  Irereto.  aifixed  our  signature, 
with  our  own  hand,  being  countersigned 
and  sealed  with  our  Imperial  Seal. — Given 
at  our  Imperial  Camp  at  Schoenbrtfnn, 
Oct.  15,   1809.     (Signed)-. — Napoleon. 

By  the  Emperor. — Champagny,  Mini- 
ftter  for  Foreign  Aflair^.-^FI.  B.  Mahet, 
Minister  Secretary  of  State.  i 

.  Certified  by  us,  The  Arch-Chancellor 
of  State,  Eugene  Napoleon. 

COBBETT'S 
COMPLETE  COLLECTION  OF 

State  Trials:    . 

.  To  be  completed  in  Tliirty-Six  Monthly 
Parts,  formmg  Twelve  large  Volumes  in 
Royal  Octavo. 

The  TwBWTH  Part  of  the  above  Work 
will  be  pviblishcd  on  Friday  the  1st  of  De- 
cember. One  Part  will  appear,  with  the 
greatest  regularity,  on  the  first  of  each 
BucceediD^  Meotiu  Those  Subscribers 
who  have  ^cpres^ed  their  intention  of 
taking  the  Wprk  in  Quarterly  Volumes, 
are  respectfully  informed  that  the  Fourth 
Volume  will  be  ready  for  delivery  at  the 
lame  time.^ — ^In  order  to  remove  all  profes- 
miQDaA  dottbtsy  as  to  how  far  this  new  and 


enlarged  Edition  of  the  State  Trials  may, 
with  safely,  be  cited  as  authority  in  the 
Courts,  and  relied  on  as  of  equal  aulbeali- 
city  with  the  former,  I  think  it  right  to 
state,  that  it  is  inlenued  to  be  a  literal  tran- 
script of  the  last  edition,  as  far  as  that 
edition  e'sttends;  that  where  I  have  in- 
serted fullerand  better  reports  of  any  Cases, 
or  of  any  parts  of  Cases,  the  text  of  the 
old  Edition  will  nevertheless  be  retained ; 
and  that  the  new  matter  will  be  distin- 
guished in  a  manner  not  to  be  mistakien, 
and  be  distinctly  pointed  out  in  the  Table 
of  Contents  to  each  Volume — In  the  last 
Volume  will  also  bfr  give:>  what  I  call  a  Pa- 
rallel Index,  consisting  of  two  Columns ; 
in  the  first  of  which  will  be  inserted,  in 
their  order,  the  numbers  of  all  the  Pages 
in  the  last  Edition  ;  and  in  the  other,  cor- 
respondent figures  shewing  in  what  Vo- 
lume and  Page  of  the  present  Work  the 
contents  of  each  Page  of  the  last  Edition 
will  be  found;  by  means  of  which  Pa- 
rallel Index,  the  place  in  this  Work  of  any 
passage  occurring  in  the  last  Edition,  may 
be  ascertained  with  nearly  as  much  eise 
and  expedition  as  if  the  paging  of  that 
Edition  were  preserved ;  which,  it  is  ob- 
vious, w6uld  be  perfectly  impraclicablfe, 
considering  the  valuable  mass  of  new  mat- 
ter to  be  introduced.  / 

To  such  Gentlemen  as  may  happen  to 
be  in  (possession  of  curious  Trials,  or  of 
documents  relating  to  Trials  of  the  de- 
scription of  those  to  be  coiUained  in  this 
Work,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  for  a  com- 
munication of  them.  If  |he  document,  or 
paper,  whether  in  print  or  manuscript,  be 
ffequestcd  to  be  preserved/ great  care  shall 
be  taken  of  it.     ' 

Of  the  185  Triials  or  Proceedings  of 
which  the  dyst  Four  Volumes  consist, 
eightj/'itine  neVer  before  came  into  any 
Collection.  The  follouing  is  a  list  of  the 
aitides  contained  in  the  Fourth  Volume : 

•/  Vie  Nrjd  Matter  is  marked  [N],    • 

151.  Ppobetniiofs  in  Parliairtent  ajnitwt  JoHn  l/nd 
Finch,  Baron  of  Fordwich,  Lord  Keeper,  for  Hlgli 
Treason,  a^  n.  1640. 

152.  Proceedings  in  Parliament  against  Dr.  John 
Cosin,  a  Delinquent,  1640.     [N.] 

153.  Proceedings  a^in&t  Pr.  Matthew  Wren,  Bi- 
shop of  Ely,  on  an  Impeachment  fbr  High  Crifnes 
and  Misdemeanors,  1G40.  [N.] 

154.  Proceedings  in  Parliament  against  Sir  Francis 
Windebank,  Knt  Secretary  of  State,  for  High 
Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  1640.  [N.] 

155.  Proceed  injrs  againsl  Sir  <3€orge  Ratcliff,  Knt 
OQ  an  Impeachment  for  High  Treason.  1640L  [K.} 

156.  Im}»eachment  of  Sir  Richard  Bolton,  Knt* 
Ijord  Quuict)I«r  of  IraUnd ;  Dr.  John  BrMohi^l, 
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Lord  Bishop  of  Derry  ;  Sir  G«Tird  Lowthcr,  Kot 
Lon)  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas  ;  nd 
Sir  OcOrrc  Ratcliiftf.  Knt  bdbre  the  HoQse  of 
Lordi  in  Ireland,  1641. 
157.  Proceedinfirs  against  John  Goodman,  a  Semi- 
nary Priest,  condemned  for  HiglvTrea«oo,  1641. 
[N.]  ♦    - 

J58.  Proceedings  against  Twelve  Bishops ;  bame- 
ly.  Dr.  John  Williams  Archbishop  of  YoHt,  Dr. 
Thomas  Moreton  Bishop  of  Durham^  Dr.  Robert 
Wright  B;eliop  of  Coventry  and  litchfteld,  Dr. 
Joseph  Ha! I  Bishop  of  Norwich,  Dr.  John  Owen 
£i6h<»p  of  St.  Asaph.  Dr.  Robert  .Skinner  Blsbop 
of  Oxford,  Or.  William^Piers  Bishop  of  Rath  and 
Wcl!s,  Dr.  Oeorfe  Coke  Bishop  of  Hereford,  Dr. 
Matthew  Wtcu  Bishop  of  Ely,  Dr.  Goilfrey  Good- 
man Bishop  of  Gloucester,  Dr.  John  Warner  Bi- 

-  shop  of  Pelerborongh,  and  Dr.  Mor^ritti  Owen  Bi  - 
skop  of  Llaudaff,  upon  an  Accosatioci  of  High 
Treason,  1641.  [N.] 
159.  Proceedings,  by  the  Kmf^s  Command,  upon 
Oiarg^s  of  Hijfh  Treason  and  other  High  Mikde- 
roeanors,  against  Lord  Kimbotton^  and  Rve  Mom  - 
hers  of  the  Hoase  of  Commons;  namely,  Mr. 
Denzil  Uoliis,  Sir  Arthur  Haslerig,  Bart  Mr.  John 
Pym,  Mr.  John  Hampden,  and  Mr.  William 
Strode.  1641.  fN.] 

'160.  Proceedings  in  Parliament  against  James 
Doke  of  Richmond,  as  a  Malignant  and  all  Evil- 
Comsellor  U)  the  King,  1 64 1  -Q.  [N. } 
161.  Proceedings  again^  Sir  Edwarrl  Herbert,  Knt 
the  King's  Attorney  General  upon  an  Impeach- 
ment for  High  Crimes  and  Misdenaeanors,  1642. 

Son  of  the  Earl  of  Biistol,  for  Higti  Treason, 

1642.  [N.] 
163.     Impeachment  of  Mr.  George  Benyon,  Citizen 

</f  London,  for  contriving  a  Petition  againat  the 

Ordinaoca  for  the  Militia,  1642.  [N.] 
f64..    Impeachment  of  Sir  Edwaiil  Dering,  Knt  for 

High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  1642.  [N.] 

1 65.  Proceedings  against  Sir  Richard  Gnrney,  Knt 
aad  Bart  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  on  so  Imp«anh- 
ment  of  Rfgh  Crimes  and  Misdemeanorst,  1642. 
[NO 

1 66.  Artidea  of  Irapoachment  against  Sir  Thomas 
Gardiner,  Recorder  of  the  City  of  London,  (At 

'     High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  a.  d.  16f2.  [N.] 

16lf.  Impeachment  of  Hepry  Hastings,  Esq,  j(ae- 
oond  Son  to  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon),  Sir  Richard 
HaUbrd,  Sir  John  Bale,  and  John  Pate,  m.  (br 
High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  1642.  [N.] 

16di  impeachrhant  of  James  Lord  Strange,  (or 
High  Treason,  a.  d.  1642.  [N.] 

3  69,  Proceedings  agaiinst  the  NMae  Lords  at  York ; 
namely,  Spencer  Earl  of  Northampton,  William 

,  Ev\  of  Devonshire,  Henry  Earl  of  Dover,  Henry 
Earl  of  Monmouth,  Charles  fiord  Howard  of 
Charlton,  Robert  Ix)rd  Hioh,  Charles  Lord  Grey  of 
Ituthven,  Thomas  Lord  Coventry,  and  Arthur 
Lord  Capel,  for  High  Crimes  and  MisdemeaBors, 

•    1649.  [N.] 

170.  The  Trial  of  Colonel  Nathaniel  Fienncc,  be- 
fore a  Council  of  War  at  St  Alban'a,  for  oow- 
anHy  surrendering  the  City  and  Castle  of  Bristol, 
1643. 

171.  The  Trial  of  Dr.  WUHam  Uod,  Afchbishop 
of  Canterbury,  for  High  Treason,  1640, 1644. 
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62.    Impeaebment  of  Goorpe  Lord  Digbv,  eldest 


172.     Proceedincs  agaiast  Mr.  TodskiM,  lb.  Wal. 

Icr,  Mr.  Challoocr,   and  others,  before  a  Couodl 

of  Wi^,  for  a  Ptot  against  the  Parliameot  1^. 

[N.J 
173:     the  Trial  of  Connor  Lord  Macguir^  at  the 
.  King's  Bench,  for  fligh  Treason,  in  Wog  osn- 

cened  in  the  Irish  Massacre,  1645. 
J'*f4t'  Proceedings  upon  a  Charge  of  Breach  of  the 

Trust  reposed  \n  them  ^y  the  Pariiamtnt,  pre- 

ferred  against  Mr.  HoUis  and  Mr.  Whitddckelk 

the  Loiri  ftirile,  t645.     [N.] 

175.  The  Trial  of  Sir  R*>bert  Spotiswoodt  Pita- 
dent  of  the  College  of  Justice  in  Scotland,  and 
Secretary  there  to  King  Charles  I.  for  High 
Treason,  in  tlie  Paritament  held  at  SC  An. 
drews,  November,  December,  and  Ja&asrr, 
1645.  , 

176.  The  several  Iriforroatiuns,  Examinatigil^  aai 
Confessions  of  tl^  Witched,  arraigned  an^  oos> 
demned  at  the  Scions  holden  at  Chehnsfoid,  is 
the  Connty  of  Essex,  before  the  Right  flofl.JKo- 
bert  Eari  of  Warwick,  and  several  of  bis  Mi- 
jesty*s  Justices  of  the  Peace,    1645.  [N.] 

177.  Proceedings  agamst  Eleven  Mamhensftk 
House  of  Commons,  viz.  Demlil  I^^is,  1^,  9r 
Philip  Stapfetoa,  Sir  Wm.  Lewis,  Sr  John  Ch*- 
worthy,  Sir  Wm.  Waller,  Sir  Jw.  Maynan)^  Snti. 

.  Major-Geoeral  Maasey;  Mr.  Glyoo,  Besoirier 
of  London;  Walter  Long,  E$q.  Cofonei  fihrard 
Hariey,  and  Anthony  NicboIIs,  Viq.  cfcarfal  \ff 
Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  and  hia  Army,  to  be  Oelio* 
quents  1647.  [N.J 

178.  The  Case  of  David  JeiikiiK,  E8(f  a  Weldi 
Judgje,  for  publishing  Seditious  Books,  aod  fcr 
passing  Sentence  of  Death  on  Persons  for  nol  it- 
siting  against  the  Parliament,  1647.  fN.} 

179.  Two  Judgments  of  the  Lords  assemhWM 
Pariiameut  against  John  Mortit.  alias  Riyito, 
Mary  his  Wife,  Isabel  Smith,  Leonard  Badif. 
and  John  Harris,  |br  fofgiog,  firaming,  and  ^ 
lisbing  a  Copy  of  I  pretended  Act  of  ParliaMqk 
1647. 

180.  Proceedings  vmm  a  Charge  of  Hlgll  Tmmb 
against  Sir  Joha  uayre,  Knight,  Mayor  of  tin 
City  of  London ;  Thorny  Cullam,  Aldennan,  id 
one  of  tbeSheri^  of  London;  and  James  Buett, 
John  Langham,  Thomas  Adams,  Aideraeasf 
London,  for  ooaeteftaocing  and  abetting  Um 
and  Tumults  against  l|he  House  of  Vmmik 

iSK  "Vi^Mfe^mp^  againd  the  Seven  Lords,  osaf» 
ly,  John  Eari  of  Suffolk,  Francis  Lmd  Wil- 
looghby  of  Parham,  John  Lord  Hunsdeo,  WB- 
liany  Lord  Maynard,  Theobald  Eiiri  of  Lhx^ 
Geoige  Lord  Berkeley,  and  James  Eari  of  MSA- 
diesex,  npon  an  Impeachment  of  High  Tveasoo, 
for  levying  War  against  the  King,  PkriiatteD^ 
and  Kingdom,  1647.  fN.] 

182.  The  Trial  of  Charles  Stiiart,  King  of  Eag- 
land,  before  the  High  Court  of  Jostice,  ftr  fSJ^ 
Treason^  1649. 

183.  The  Trial  of  James  Duke  of  Hamiltoo  ad 
Earl  uf  Cambridge,  before  the  High  Omit  dlM- 
tice,  for'High  Treason,  1649. 

184.  Proceedinga  against  the  fiari  at  fioHsnl, 
theBariof  Norwich,  Lord  U^,  aadSrJolia 
Owen,  for  High  Treason,  165 1.  fN.]  .  . 

185.  Ilie  Trial  of  Lieuteoant-Cotanel  John  pl' 
bnme,  for  High  Treason,  ie%ff. 
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"  The  Jubilee  was  celebrated  at  the  lile  of  Walcheren  tnik  ag  mvch  fesiivUy  as  in  anypmrt  <tf  kit 
'  Mt^eityU  dominions.  At  1 1  o'clock  io  the  furenooa  General  Dod,  with  all  the  General  Qmcen^  an^ 
'  nMy  df  tbe  prindpai  itthabitauU,  paid  their  respecfs  to  Sir  Ejrre  Coote  at  the  palace.  Id  every  quar- 
'  ter  of  the  Island  tbe  troops  fired  three  vollies  at  noon ;  and  at  one  all  the  ships  fired  a  royal  salute. 
'  After  all  the  general  officers,  the  public  functionaries,  and  principal  inhabitants  bad  paid  their  n* 
'  ipects  to  Sir  Ej^re  Cootc,  they  attended  him  io  processioo  to  the  gremi  Ckurc/t,  where  detacbfneats  of 
'  the  8  Regiments  in  Bfiddleborgh,  with  then*  colours,  went  also.  At  five  Sir  Eyre  e^^itained  a  moi( 
'  nomeroas  party  to  dinner  at  Middlebuigh.  Admiral  Otway  also  gave  a  sumptuous  entertainment  ^ 
'  board  the  Ctemr,    in  the  eveaing  thm  was  a  grand  display  of  Fireworks  at  Middleborgb.'* 

MoKKiNG  Post,  Nor.  6,  1809, 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS, 

Austria. ^Tbe  l^aty  of  Peace  be- 
tween this  power  tixkd  France,  wbi/Db  will 
ht  fomid  at  pm^  72tl  of  the  preceding 
iSieet,  may  be  said  to  put  an  end  to  Austria 
as  a  military  ppwer ;  because^  tbough  she 
wiU  bare  some  military  means  left,  those 
nwans,  from  her  sitaation,  can  never  be 
eoi^loyed^  with  any  eMct,  agamtt  Pranoc 
%  ha,  the  thing,  to  which  I  have  just 
jreferred,  called  a  TVeaty  ^f  Peace,  is  aoibioff 
<  Iptre  than  a  Ust  of  the  several  things  which 
Vfilpoteon  takes  from  Francis,  who,  as  it 
"••rt  in  mere  mockery,  is  permitted  to 

tl|n»"%is  titles. This  fall  of  Austria 

lA  have  no  good  eiect  upon  the  old 
jatarnaients,  which  are,  as  yet,  unsob- 
iM^  Like  the  flilly  birds»  known  to^ 
ltaiii*ho  have  b^^in 4&B  Nerthcrn Seas, 
iguwrill  pursue  themr  ^  bourse*.  No- 
ting will  be  a  sufficient  warning  to  them. 
Key  will  still  go  on  in  those  very  prac- 
tices which  have  brought  their  allies*  on 
tbelr  knees.  Shoot  half  a  flock  of  the 
Wds  01^  the  rocks  off  Newfoundland,  and 
t!»ei  othter  half  will,  after  a  short  flight, 
come  badr  and  ailight  upon  the  same  spot. 
Nay,  kHl  them  allbut  one  bird,  that  one 
^fl  oome  and  present  itself  as  it  were  for 
the  express  purpose  of  being  destroyed 
too.- — -I  know  of  nothing  in  nature,  these 
birds  excepted,  to  be  compared  to  the  old 

governments  of  Europe. ^But,  the  truth 

w,  diai,  in  general,  those,  in  whose  hands 
those  governments  are,  know  very  well, 
that  to  aiter  their  courses  would  be  to  insure 
th^T  individufd  ruin;  would  reduce  them 
to  their  proper  level ;  would,  in  short, 
ptevent  them  from  living  by  the  means  of 
public  robbery;  would  compel  them  to 
^ork  for  their  broad.  Governments,  when 
tjiey  fell  into  a  state  of  decay,  become, 
like  decayed  buiHJingst,  tenanted  by  odious 
^^  noxious  animal) ;  and,  it  it  net  hoax 
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such  that  you  have  to  expect  any  of  those 
measures,  which  would  have  for  their  ob« 
jects  renovation  and  security  ;  for,  every 
measure  of  that  sort  most  tend  directly  to 
the  expulsion  of  thoet,  who  can  exist  only 
amidst  ruat,  rubbish,  and  corruption.—— 
General,  therefore,  as  is  tbe  wonder,  thd 
iflipaAient  astonishment,  that  the  old  go* 
vemmeikts  do  not  profit  from  the  awful 
late  of  their  former  associates;,  such  «sto^ 
nishment  is  not  very  natural,  and,  indeed^ 
is  very  unnatnrat  when  we  take  time  to 
reflect  on  the  consequences  of  the  atate 
of  things  just  described.      We  cry .  out 
against  those,  whom  we  wish  to  take  mea* 
sures  for  restoring  the  sense  and  visfour  of 
government,  bat  we  should  have  tiie  jus* 
tice  to  reflect,  that,  if  such  asnse  and  vigour 
were  restored,  those  persons  might  happen 
to itarva;  I  meao^Hially nbutsa^fbt,wn^ 
of  victuals  aiM  aBn]( ;  afid,  w«  should  not 
forg^ef,  thsit  an  mimal's  beim  odious  and^ 
noxioa8<loeft  not  prevent  it  IrottihafBlfy^  - 
strong  desifie  to  five.        -If  men  in  general 
had  ^een  the  mSitter  in  thie  light,  muck 
less  would  h^b  beed  said  and  written^  ia 
the  way  of  lamentation  that  the  old  go* 
vermnents  of  Europe  continaed  so  blind* 
They  have  not  been  bUnd  .*  not  at  all  blind  ; 
nor  have  they  acted  like  blind  people; 
for,  if  the  persons  constituting  them  adopted 
what  was  neceesftry  to  preserve  the  govern^ 
menis,  they  adtqpted  what  was  certain  ruin 
to  themselves ;  whereas  they  had  a  chance 
of  retaining  their  power,  their  riches,  and 
their  Uixuries,  if  they  did  uot^z^doptsuch 
measures.      People  have,  in  short,  been 
complaining  of  the  o)d  governments  for 
not  doing  for  themselves  mil  aabad,  if  not 
worse,  than  the  French  could  possibly  do 

for  tfaem. •*  But/*   I  shall  bp  asked, 

''are  thepet^e,  \h&,natiens,  over  whom 
"  those  govemments-havft  ruled  ;  arjB  their 
"  intere^  tticir  honour,  <Wr  safety  to  b§. 
'<  left  out  of  the  qxieslion,  iod  thfit„  too,  ffi 
2  A 
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V  cMspletelyt  m  if  they  were  not  in  ex- 

V  fatcncc  ?"—— Why,  upon/ny  woi-d,  this 
is  a  qiteation,  which  1  sliall  lea^'e  the 
iftieritt  himself  to  answer;  I  ^all  merely 
>epiMbt>  ihat  I  ihiiik  it  quite  iuuiatural»  per- 
iRectly  absqrd,  to  suppose,  thai  any  set  of 
^reons,  getting  a  good  Hfeliliood  by  con- 
chictiug  an  old  rotten  goTemment,  shouTd, 
of  themselves,  ever  attempt  to  mend  that 
([overiuneiit,  sceiiig  that  the  amendment 
must  begin  by  their  good  livelihood  being 
taken  from  tt^en).;  and,  having  said  this, 
I  shall,  (  hme,  hear  no  more  of  those  me- 
lanchbly  reflections  respecting  the  obsimacy 
^nd  blindncu  of  the  old  governmeuts  in  not 
having,  in  time,  adopted  measures  of  re- 
novation. The  Prince  qf  Peac€,  for  in- 
stance \  was  he  blind  f  Suppose  he  had 
adopted  "  timely**  measures  of  renovation. 
What  would  have  been  the  consequence  ? 
Why,  his  fkll  would  have  come  sooner  than 
tt  did  ;  and,  Ills  fdte  would  have  been 
woi-se  ;  for,  in  that  case,  he  would,  in  adl 
human  probability,  have  hiad  to  work  for 
bis  bread  ;  I  mean  to  dig^  or,  if  not  skil- 
ful enough  for ^  that,  to  til)  a  dungwcart,  or 
rake  the  kennel.  Who,  therefore,  can 
blame  the  Prince  of  Peace  for  not  adopting 

^i  rimeiy  tneasures  of  renovation  ? It  is 

thus  with  all,  who  have  the  conductinc  ol' 
|uch  a  government,  who  must  laugh  im- 
moderately at  those  who  compiain  of  them 
for  hot  turning  themselves  into  the  street. 

If  the  reader  be  satisfied  of  the  truth 
of  these  observations,  he  Will  get  rid  of,  at 
least,  one  smtrce  qf  deeepiion ;  and  will,  of 
course,  be  the  better  ibr  them.  He. will 
not  any  longer  waste  hiS  time  in  lamenta- 
tions about  the  "^  obstinacy"  and  "  blind- 
nfi^"  and  "  infatuation'*  of  the  old  go- 
Ternments,  and  will,  with  ti&ore  tranquillity, 
tvait  the  course  and  the  effects  of  those 
^veuts,  which,  it  is  very  evident,  5ipe  not 
to  be  resisted   by  the   miserable  means 

hitherto  opposed  t»  them. It  is  impos- 

»ible  to  view  this  peace  between  France 
imd  Austria  without  recollecting,  that  the 
irar<  which  produced  it,  was  bailed,  by 
th^  hirelinff  prints  in  England,  as  one  of 
the  most  lortunato  events  that  had  ever 
<)ccurred  in  the  world.  In  fact,  it  is  my 
leal  belief)  that  our  government  and  our 
partisans  were  the  cause,  and  the  sole 
^se  of  that  war ;  for,  if  this  had  not  been 
the  case,  is  it  possible  that  Austria,  then 
^  war  with  as,  would  have  draxm  bills  qf 
fx^fumffetOHM  ta  ike  ntomenl  she  drew  htr 
pocrd-r  Ifie  French  bulletins  made  some 
mention  of  thepapers  of  Ma.  Gbvtz,  which 
tbfy  M  ^9l^*     Would  tq  God,  that  the 
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people  of  England  could  sfe  those ptpon! 
We  should,  I  suspect,  there  sec  the  history 
of  the  origin  of  the  war,  of  that  war  whick 
has  led  to  this  peace  in  spite  of  "  iht  btttk 
"  qf  Aspern,^  the  account  'of  which  I  be- 
lieve  to   have  been  a   gross  fabrication. 

Not  able  to  make  us  believe  any 

longer,  that  Napoleon  was  defeated,  this 
base  hirelings  of  the  London  press,  toW  ui 
he  was  mad ;  and,  just  at  the  moment,  wben 
the   fools,  who   believe  those    hirelinga, 
were  expecting  to  hear  of  his  being  clap- 
ped up  in  a  straight  waistcoat,  as  is  tnt 
custom   in    such  cases,  out    comes  this 
treaty  of  peace,  with  his  name  to  a  ratifi- 
catioii  of  it;,  out  comes  an   indubitable 
proof  of  his  canity,  of  his  wisdom  ai  well 
as  of  his  valoor.     'fhe  Athenians,  when  in 
the  last  stages  of  their  independence,  used 
we  are  told,  to  circulate  lies  respecting 
the  ill  bodily  health  of  the  conqueror  w\m 
they  feared,,  and,  having  so  done,  hug  them- 
selves in  believing  in  the  bditf  of  what 
they  knew  to  be  false.    After,  having  done 
this  for  several  years,  we  have,  at  las*y 
fallen,  to  inventing    lies    respecting  the 
menUil  health  ^f  Napoleon.     We  havcjijl 
different  timef,  given^  him  all   the  mort4 
diseases,  to  which  the  body   is  subje^; 
we   have  was^d  him  ^itb   consumpdo^ 
and  blown  hibi  4p  mth  the  dropsy;  vi 
have  brought  hi  pi  to  death' »  door  ia  aB 
manner  of  ways;  but,  not  being  able  to 
kill  him,  we  now  seenx-  resolved, lh«t  k 
shall  live  without  i^ains.     ft  wall^Uta 
some  king,  who  happened  to  bafeeow* 
ardJy  commanders,  that  a  certain  hxD0 
captain  of  the  age  was  "  a  madmaBf 
"  Is  he  so,''  answered  the  king,  "  I  wnk 
*'  he  would  bitesomeof  my  generals."—— 
To  be  sure,  nothing  can  more  strong^ 
paint  the  state  of  vassalsige  in  which  otf 
press  is,  than  this  simple  fact,  that  itw^i 
believed  here,  that  the  Bmperor  Napoteoft 
was  actually  insane,  at  the  rery  mooiait 
when  he  was  engaged  in  the  roost  impw^ 
tant  negociation  tt\at  Europe  has  witn«Kt<l 
for  many  years.     When  the  historian  shall 
come  to  this  part  of  our  history,  he  will 
need  only  this  one  fact  to  prove  what  a 
besotted  people  great  part  of  us,  at  least, 
were  become*     Nay,  there  is  8omethinj5 
in  this  fact  beyond  a  proof  of  mere  st^u* 
diiy ;  for,  the  cause  of  our  believing  in  lb« 
insanity  of  Napoleon  was  that  we  udshei  it* 
This  belief  still  exists;    it  has  not  j^ 
travelled  over  more    tl;ian  two  thirds  ^ 
these  islands,  and  has  yet  to  go  to  the  Eas 
and  West  Ind ies,    To  ws|^  one's  enemy  9- 
sane,  coolly  and  deliberated  ^>  wi^  tbi$  is* 
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roirk  of  excessive  baseoes;  and,  in  all 
the  hireling  pi^iAs,  in  the  coantry  as  well 
.  as  in  London,  this  wish,  vespe<Hing  the 
Emperor  Na{)6leon,  was  expressed  in  a 
way  not  to  be  misanderstood.  Ml  that 
seemed  to  be  wanted  was  to  mould  this 

wish  into  a  prayer  for  the  Jubilee.-* 

Whnt!  you  "wretched  vermin,  do  you 
pretend,  that,  because  an  Emperor  hap- 
pens to  be  a  little  maddish,  or  so,  he  is 
ihtufot^e/or  ihatf  Why!  did  you  not 
tell  T»,  Chat  the  Queen  of  Portugal  was  a 
most  excellent  Queen  of  Portugal,  and 
thst  she  was  almost  adored  by  her  md^ectt  f 
Do  you  not  remember  this  ?  And  how  you 
told  OS  of  the  wondafid  marks  pfthe  hand  <tf 
^rmdtnte^  \f^o,  upon  the  said  Queen 
being  Aiven  into  fexile  by  Buonaparte, 
«xpefii0n«ed  amenta!  restoration  before 
the  had  beta  many  hours  upon  the  salt- 
watif  ?  Hftte  you  so  soon  forgotten  this  ? 
Well,  then,  what  foundation  for  joy  is 
there  ito  iIm  circmnstance  of  our  enemy 
being  mad  B  You  will  not  now  believe, 
that  be  \%  iiot  niad,  though  you  hear  of 
bisfaiMii^  «e  Foalainbleau.  What,  then, 
yo«  tbMtf,  peirbapi,  that  madman  iamaimes 
^4hmmg;  and  dmttbeir  conipaniom 
^  the  ciese  are>  inftiee,  io  mmw  ^nard$  and 
iwfsfcetf  In  flbon,  thene  is  nothing  too  ab- 
lard  hr  yoo  te  tbink,  or  to  say  that  you 
think,  vhen  the  object  is  tq  create  a  be- 
fief  4i<ad(WMittgeom  to  poor  Bcrotiapart^ 
Hioie  madness  will  be  believed  io,  by 
lome  pisople  in  this  country,  if  he  ehouid 
UfBtiiiA  reign  to  the  end  of  their  lives. 

• -It  is  coi'tous  to  observe  the  contrast  in 

the  latigeage  of  the  English  hired  prints 
and  that  of  the  prints  (not  less  hired,  per- 
haps) in  France  and  other  parts  of  the 
irontinent,  with  regard  to  the  situation  and 
the  feelincff  of  the  people,  who,  in  conse- 
qoeaco  of  thie  tr«aty  of  peaee,  have 
changed  their  masters.  Oar  hirelings  as- 
^rt,  that  the  said  people  are  sunk  in  de- 
spondency 9  thai  they  look,  with  longing 
eyes,  after  their  late  "  dearly  beloved 
sove^eiffn,"  the  '*  chaste  and  pious*'  Fran- 
cis, and  his  '*  illustrious''  family ;  that 
they  detest  the  French,  and  especially 
Buonaparte  ;  and,  in  short,  thft  they  do 
not  seem  to  care  whether  they  die  or  live. 
The  French  prints,  on  the' contrary,  assert, 
with  equal  confidence,  that  the  chiij^p 
has  lA^iaed  fresh  life  into  the  people ;  that 
lK>pt  once  inore  dawns  upon  them  after  a 
|on^,  long  flight  of  tyrani^y-created  de- 
ppatr ;  thsEt  the  ^loom  of  long-settled  de- 
tpetisiii  is  breaking  away  before  the  sun 
(f  frfttAoqn  ^   ^1  tl^ir  ref  enge  is  sunk  in 


their  joy,  or  else  swift  destruction  would 
await  the  nudierous  blood-sucliers;  the 
agents  of  theiip  late  governments ;  that  tbey 
love  the  French  armies,  receive  theip  asj 
brothers,  and  adore  Napoleon  as  their  der.. 
liverer  ;  and,  in  short,  that -it  was  not  till 
now  that  they  b^g^n  in  think  life  worthj 
preserving.—' — Now,  though*  1  believe, 
that  o^  which  is  asserted,  us  to  this  point, 
by  our  hireling  prints  ;  thai  every  wori  <^ 
U  is  false,  I  do  not  believe  all  that  the 
French  prints  assert.  As  to  freedom,  the 
people  in  question  will  not,  1  fear,  ta^te 
much  of  that ;  but,  I  thinks  therer  can  hn 
no  doubt,  that  ttffe  lot  of  the  people  will, 
upon  the  whole,  be  much  bettered.  They 
will  get  rid,  not  of  taxes  and  duties,  but 
of  some  of  tbem,  and  they  will  certainl)^^ 
get  rid  of  many  of  their  present  cursed  opt 
pressors.  They  will  see  {and  that  will  be 
a  scene  of  great  satisfaction)  thousands  an^ 
tens  of  thousands  of  those,  who  have  so 
long  been  sucking  their  bi«>od,  drive^ 
away  from  the  country,  or  sunk  into  po* 
verty  and  disgrace.  Thev  will  have  the 
happiness  of  daring  to  isdttthose,  who,  foe 
so  long  a  time,  have,  u:)der  the  protection 
of  the  bayonet,  robbed  and  insulted  th^m  j 
and  this  is,  at  any  time,  worth  any  risk* 
Besides,  a  people,  daily  robbed  aud  in* 
suited,  have  nothing  to  risk  ;  for,  what, 
except  death,  can  maaxndure  more  thatt 
robbery  and  insult  ?  A  people,  so  situated, 
have  a* chance  of  gain  in  any  change,  and 
never  a  chance  of  loss.  The  French  w^ 
possibly  be  as  bad  as  their  former  masters^ 
but  they  cannot  be  worst :  so  that  the  peo^ 
pie  have  the  clear  advantage  of  seeing  th^ 
fiill  of  their  Tormer  oppressors.  To  heaSr 
our  hirelings,  one  would  suppose,  that  the 
French,  upon  taking  possession  of  a  con- 
quered country,  «ufl//au?<;/ii(/)  all  the  food  and 
drink  and  live  stock  and  unthrashed  corn 
and  even  the  land,  literally  swallowed  then| 
all  up;  for  they  tell  us  of  the  people  being 
ruined;  of  all  their /iroprr/'j^  be'mg  taka^ 
from  them ;  of  their  being  stripped  of  every 
thing ;  ^nd  the  like.  But,  certainly  tlieae^ 
as  to  conquered  countries  in  genecal,  npi 
on/y  are,  but  necessarily  ^imtA  be,  m^m 
raw-  head  -and  •bloody-boae*^tales.  W  heno^ 
are  the  mouths  to  cometo  swallow  up  all 
the  eatables  and  drinkables  of  a  coun- 
try of  anv  extent  ?  But,  siippoge  these 
hirelings  to  mean  merely  the  taking  posses- 
sion of  people's  property,  of  tlieir  land, 
houses,  goods  and  cattle.  Whenoearetb 
come  the  persons  so  to  take  possession  f 
•Are  they  to  be  brought  from  France  ? 
The  notioQ  is  wholly  false  and  absurd.  The 
2A2 
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miercsi  of  the  conqneror  imperiously  calls 
«pon  him  to  respect  property  ;  to  make  as 
i^w  changes  of  property,  amongst  the  mass 
of  the  people,  as. possible;  aod,  with  re- 
gard to  the  conquests  of  Naf)oleon,  this 
cai4  iias  invariably  been  obeyed.  Indeed, 
Bone  but  a  -mberable  fool  wouid  attempt 
to  act  otherwise;  and  Buonaparte  is  not  a 

'miserable  fool. lAll,  therefore,  that  we 

are  told  abont  the  da^trucdon  of  property, 
kk  the  conquered  countries,  is  false ;  unless 
Ibe  word  property  be  confined  to  the  in- 
comes of  those,  who  live  upon  the  taxes, 
and  the  far  greater  part  of  whom  plunder 
the  people.  T\ie  proper^  of  these  gentry, 
indeed,  must,  in  cases  of  conquest,  be  in  a 
perilous  way.  Some  of  tbem,  and  as  many 
of  them  as  are  able,  turn  traitors,  and  thus 
bespeak  the  good  will  of  the  conqueror; 
but,  the  greater  part  ^ink  into  insignifi- 
cance, become  poor,  miserable  things; 
«Dd,  if  this  be  not  a  ^pod,  the  word  good 
has  not  the  moaning  that  I  have  always 

tinderstood  it  to  have. There  was   a 

-Bcnthnent,  exjjressed,  I  remember,  by 
Colonel  Craufurd,  in  a  speech  upon  one 
of  Addington's  army-making  bills,  that 
.  atrack  me  as  very,  unnatural.  It  was  this, 
•that  a  people,  rather  ihaa  pass  under  the 
maoif  <f  a  fyrc^  catiqueror,  however  mild 
that  sway  might  he,ivould  quietk^  sabmit  to 
M  whipped  wUh  a  rod  (f  gcomoMs  ky  a  native 
)ijfftmt.  Where  the  Colonel  got  this  philo* 
fophy  I  know  not ;  but,  I  am  quite  certain 
that  he  dtdr.not  find  it  in  the  experience  of 
•any  country  in  the  world ;  and*  really,  it 
is  astoi)ishing  that  such  ti  sentiment  should 
bave  been  expressed  in  any  English  as- 
sembly. Experience  will,  I  believe  teach 
MB  precisely  the  contn^ry  ;  and,  I  think,  it 
will  be  found,  that,  (imongst  nations,  as 
amongst  individual  families,  men  will  take 
that  from  the  hands  of  strangers  that  they 
wiH  not  take  from  those  who  make  part  of 
tbomselves.  The  yoke  of  the  foreign 
conqueror  may  be  rail  as  heavy,  but  it  is 
aal  half  so  gailing,  as  that  of  the  domestic 
daspot;  who,  to  the  real  sufferings  that  he 
MHct8,addaiba  criiBeaof  treachery,  usurp- 
ation, and  ingralitiid*,  from  all  wbicb  the 
fsTiign  conqueror  is  liree.  Nor  is  the  yoke 
of  •  foreign  conquaror  so  ditgrce^  lo  a 
peapla,  as  is  the  yoke  of  a  donestic 
despot;  became  the  former  mt^^  at  least. 
Have  tMn  impoaed  by  irresistible  force, 
whereas  the  latter  could  never  have  been 
imposed  but  thFoup^h  the  stupidity,  the 
■baseness,  or  the  she^r  cowardice  of  the 
people.  A  people, subjugated  by  a  foreign 
conqueror,  may  deserve  to  be  Iree  ;  but^  a 


people,  subjagated  b^  »  native  de^ 

must  deserve  to  be  slaves. If  lam  right 

in  these  observations,  how  vain  are  all  the 
hopes  of  our  hirelings,  who  acem  to  rely 
upon  risings  and  insurrections  in  the  coon- 
tries,  conquered  by  Buonaparte  1     How 
vain  are  all  those  hopes,  which,  with  a 
view  of  cajoling  us  on  firpm  one  year  of 
war  to  another,  and  to  the  bearing  of  tax 
upon  tax,  have  been  inculcated  tbrovgh 
about  two  hundred  mercenary  periodiod 
publicaitions,  and  the  editors  of  which  pob* 
iications  live>  in  great  part,  tipoa  ihe  frail 
of  sucK  cajolery !     How  vain  ace  all  the 
expectations  of  all  the  bundreds  of  thoa- 
sands  of  those,  who  live  upon  the  taxe«» 
that  pestilence  and  famine  and  death  in 
all  its  roost  horrid  shapes  will  stalk  at 
large,   will  sweep  orer,    every  coqntry 
that  has^  been  subdued  by,  and  that  has 
submitted    to,   the   Emperor,  Napoleon! 
It    cannot    bave    escaped    any  .man  of 
common  observation,   Ihat    these  detat- 
able   hirelings   have    isiTariably  extolled 
to  the  skies  every   nation    at  war  with 
Buona))art^  ;  but  that,  the  moment  suoh 
nation  was  subdued  by    hio^  iUese  9d»e 
hirelings    have  described    them    as  Ute 
basest  of  mankind.    Kay,  it.  has  some- 
times happened^  as  in  the  case  of  the  Au^ 
trians^  tbat,  after  being  su|)dued>  they  havt 
been  amrendered  to  their  old  masUC^f^ 
have,  under  him,  renewed  tbe  war  sgw^ 
Buosapaite;.    and>    in    tliis    casst  i^l 
have,  with  our  hirelings^  instantly  ^ 
gained  their  former  exalted  character, sad 
have  again  become  the  subjects  of  tl^iT 
unbciUDded'apiplau^e. — —One  wouW  tJunit 
it  impossible  for  publkations  like  theaei* 
be  toleratedinany  coantry  ;  andi:ertsinly 
their  being  tolerated  here  is  amongit^ 
worst    signs    of  the  time^.— r*-*Thaie  is 
one  more  topic,  coonecied  with  the  pesct 
between. France  and  Austria,  that  I  aball 
shortly  touch  upon   here ;    namely^  the 
probability,  that  Napoleon  "will  now  l<^ 
no  time  an  making  xrio»  a/tunf/t^  s^ 
hdan^  of  the  mtumkm,   and    Mkpx^ 
ef  (be  pNHipfe  of  which  country  I  ased 
lay  nothing,  especially  to  those  who  re- 
flect  upon  tbe  inevitable    conseqaeficei 
ef  the  measures,   adopted  wiih    rs«|>«c^ 
to  that  people,  during  tjbe  last  three  yrv^- 
I  cannot  help  ebservingw  however,  that  only 
about  two  years    have  pas^d  over  oor 
heads,  since  Mr.  Grattan  declared,  in  the 
Hoa.^  o£Common<<,  that  Merv^ma  e  tt^ 
Party  in  Ireland.    Now,  if  this  was  JW«i 
at  that  time,  and  if  it  was*  in  conseqoeTice 
of  this  fact,  necessarv^o  pass  that  act  wbick 
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I  will  no4  attempt  to  describe,  I  will  just 
ask  the  reader,  what  he  thinks  ii  tbe  state 
of  the  Irish  mind^  with  respect  to  FVaAce, 

at  ihk  time  f It  ie  said^  that  Napoleoa 

19  actually  making^l^repMrations  for  an  in- 
Yanion  or  Ireladd.  Thi»  is  stated  upon 
the  authority  of  persona  said  to  have 
escaped  from  France  ;  and  it  is  added, 
that  the  corp^  of  Irkh  Emigrants  have  re- 
ceived orders  to  hoM  thrtnselves  in  readi- 

ne»  for  the  expedition. ^This  is  a  little 

too  hasty  to  come  from  a  head  like  that  of 
the  Emperor.  He  does  not,  like,  some 
folks,  act  first  and  think  afterwards  ;  or, 
think  first,  and  never  act  at  all,  till  every 
chance  of  success  has  vanished.  But, 
there  can  be  very  little  doubt,  that,  as  soon 
as  he  has  settled  the  aflhirs  of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  and  ^t  some  ships  into  their 
ports,  an  invasion  of  Iieland  will  be  at- 
tempted, and  that,  too,  from  various 
points  at  once.  Then  we  s^all  feel  the 
eflhcts  of  our  present  and  obstinately-per- 
severed-in  mode  of  naval  warfare  ;  or, 
rather,  then  we  shall  feel  the  effects  of  the 
horough  system,  for  to  thai  nefarious  system 
all  our  misfortunes  and  disgraces,  abroad 
as  well  as  at  home ;  all  our  bad  measures 
in  war  as  vrell  as  in  peace  ;^  all  our  na- 
tional calamities,  of  every  s^rt^  are  to  be 
ascribed. 

Jubilee. ^Wcll,  aAd%vhatif  thecon- 
tment  be  tubd^d  ;  and  what  if  our  turn 
o(  at  leasts  constant  alarm  be  now  come  ; 
ivhat  6f  these  ?  We  sdll  can'hold  aksbi' 
'  ice,  and  go  to  church,  and  tfumk  God  for  a 
reign,  which,  at  the  ck>se  of  its  forty- 
nioth  year,  sees  us  ill  a  state  of  continual 
eopardy  ;  in  a  state,  which  places  an 
army  of  foreign  mercenaries,  in  the  heart 
of  the  country  ;  ia  a  stato  in  which  we 
see  officers  of  those  foreign  mercenaries, 
taking  the  command,  even  at  revievrs,  in 
cur  own  counties,  of  English  officers  and 
regiments,  not  excepting  regiratents  of 
tnilitia  :  yes,  in  such  a  state  of  things, 
ire  can  hold  a  jubilee;  we  can  go  aurid 
tarn  up  the  whites  of  oar  eyes  and 
cfonch  our  hands  together  and  make  re- 
sponses and  sing  anthems  wKh  a  voice 
as  loud  as  that  of  Martin  Moiales  i  yes, 
the^  are  to  be  found  amongst  os,  people 
thtis  to  go  and  to  tiumk  Ood,  to  look  up- 
wards, as  if  in  the  face  qf  their  Maker,  and 
ikank  him  for  a  reign  that  found  all  our 
enemies  at  our  feet,  andnvhich  has  brought 
us  to  a  point,  which  it  is  unnecessary  to 
attempt  to  describe.  Numerous  are  the 
denunciations  against  hypocrity,  but  our 
Jubilee  crew  seem  to  have  forgotten  them 
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all. ^The  conduct  of  mar^  of  the  vlergy^ 


upon  this  occasion,  is  worthy  of  notice ; 
but,  we  must  not  be  too  gene  ral  here,  be- 
cause many  honourable  exceptions  wtU 
have  occurred  to  every  man,  who  has  had 

the  means  of  extensive  observation. ^- 

We  hear  talk  of  eNonies  qfthe  Charck :  but, 
the  real  enemies  of  the  Church  are  those* 
whomakeuseof  it  let  political  purposes^  for 
those  puqKMes,  which,  first  or  last^  aK»t  be 
universally  reiprobatad.  A  few  veuv  «^ 
as  a  correspondent  observes,  toe  Clergy 
lent  their  churches^  and  were  aiosl  active  ia 
preaching  for;  and  even,  in  some  instances, 
threatening  their  flocks  into  subscript^oas 
to  the  Lloyd's  Fund,  called  by  its  ma-% 
nagers.  Patriotic,  The  recent  attempt  to 
revive  that  fund  has  shared  the  fate  of.  the 
attempt  of  John  Bowles  and  his  brother 
Commisstoaers  to  revive  Jacobinism.  The 
late  trick  of  a  Jubilee  has,,  in  hct,  al» 
Jailed,  and  utterly  disappointed  ttsplannen 
and  proposers.  To  rehire  neato  rfjbioe 
and  be  glad  at  the  end  of  the  49th  yeer 
of  the  present  raign  for  whathas  happciwi 
hi  it,  would  be  Oka  reqairiug^  a  man  So 
laugh  and  be  happy  with  his  band  held  ia 
a  Imt  fire  f  or  like  adcing  a  man  sick  m 
bed  to  get  up  and  dance  and  sing.  The 
thing  is  impossible,  and  the  project,  the 
trick,  has  failed  entirdy  from  the  natural 
and  innate  feelings  of  all  men  at  the  pre- 
sent crisis.  Bat,  those  hypocrites^  who 
put  forward  the  pcojeot  with  their  usual 
caht  and-  cunnin^^,  are  new^  .grievoasfy 
vexed  at  its  failure^  and,  taking' advantage 
of  a  proposition,  made  in  the-Cfity  by  those 
hostile  totheJnbilea,  of  converting  it  to 
the  purposes  of  charity, tl»ey  haraagaiaset 
the  clergy  to  work  to  colleet  money,  under 
the  specious  pretence  of  reiUmtig  the  poor^ 
but,  in  fact,  to  endeavour*  by  l3iis  con- 
trivance, to  let  down  easy  their  plan  of 
r^fcidtig^  at  a  time  when  men  foel  only 
fear  aad  distress ;  shame  for  tinags  ihat 
have  passed,  and  apprehension  for  we  fu- 
ture; and,  in  the  midst  of  a  war  ihat, pro- 
mises no  termination,  but  in  a  peace  with- 
out security.  Amongst  many,  who  hare 
written  to  me  upon  this  subject,  one  gen* 
tleman  tells  me,  that  the  parson  dThiaperish 
came  to  his  door,  with  his  Beadle  and  sia 
other  persomh  to  ask  for  money  on  this  oc* 
casion  ;  that  he  gave  them  none,  but  told 
them  frankly  that  they  teemed  to-bemakia|p 
an  attempt  toyH^Aiai  or  oajclc  people  out 
of  their  property ;  else  why  not  appoint  a 
place  and  leave  people  to  carry  in  their 
subscriptions.  He  tells  mc,  thi*t  he  knows 
of  several  persons,  particularly  old  wonea 
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iand  others  who  are  timid,  that  baveilr&wii 
th«ir  purses  througb  fear,  and  fear  only. 

' This  is  the  case  all  over  the  country. 

!Not  a  penny  is  given  from  the  pretencied 
motive. — I  caiinot  help  noticing,  in  a  par- 
.ticiilar  manner,  the  Jubilee .  subscr-iptions 
at  Hawpitead,  swarming,  I  dare  say,  with 
jj^oveniment  dependents,  with  creatures 
wiio  live  upon  the  pablic*  From  a  print- 
fed  paper;  now  lying  before  me,  purporting 
to  be  an  account  of  the  proceedmgs  of  the 
'Jubilee  Crew  at  Hampstead,  and  signed 
by  a  person  named  Charles  CAai-waicHT, 
ias  Chairman,  it  appears,  that  there  was 
found  to  be,  in  that  village,  ivnotlumsand  one 
liundred  poor  persons,  fit  objects  to  be  re- 
lieved ;  and,  it  was,  accordingly  resolved, 
io  give  to  each  of  the  families,  to  which 
the  said  persons  belonged^  a  pkce  ofhcrf,  and 
ih  proportionate  quantity  oi  breads  potatoes, 
lind  porter,  and  also  a  quantity  of  coa/s  suf- 
•  ficient  for  drtsshng  the  same!  Why  not 
)P?nd  them  platters  too>  and  knives,  that, 
for  once,  they  might  not  tear  their  food 
with  their  claws?  Well;  but  what  were 
these  people  to  rejoice  for  ?  Why,  that 
they  got  a  maw  full,  to  be  sure;  for,  as  to 
Tc^oicmg  tor  any  good  that  their  country  had 
*^9y^d,  the  very  tht^ugUt  would  have  been 
an  absurdity.  But,  mark,  here  were 
is, KHJ  objects  of  compa^^sion;  2,100,  who 
were  in  want  even  of  a  coup!e  of  hat-iuUs 
bf  coals ;  and,  according  to  the  oflficial  re- 
turns laid  before  parliament,  thfe  whole  of 
the  population  of  iiampswead  amounts  to 
ho  ujore  than  4,  J43  ;  so  that  these  cantin^r 
gentry,  thes**  people  who  are  calling  upon 
the  nation  to  thank  Gud  for  the  biasings  of 
this  reign,  have  ihemselve*,  in  print,  and 
under  their  sijjnatnres,  furnished  us  with 
the  proof,  lliat  wrhin  a  very  tnOe  of  one 
half  of  the  pco|>]e  in  tiiis  "  loyal**  parish, 
are  objects  oi  compassion  on  accotuit  of 
their  poverty  ;  arc  so  poor  as  to  render  a 

-  single  meal  ufaniuial  food  a  thing  worth 
applying  fbr  and  going  after;  are  so 
wretched  as  to  rentier  two  hat- fulls  of  coals 
^an  object  worth  their  acceptance.     This  is, 

-indeed,  a  striding- fact.  It  is,  at  once, 
proof  of  the  misery  of  the  people  and  of 
the  craft  of  those  who  have  been  treating 

-  them.-  ■  The  mlenti<in  (nnd  I  beg  the 
Jreader  to  bear  it  in  mintl),  the  declared  in- 
tention, of  the  first  open  movers  of  the  Ju- 
bdee,  vi*as,  to  have  a  fsasnnq,  and  nothing 

/but  Bfeastini^,  all  over  the  country.  They 
•aiii  nfthin:^  abouft  c/uiriiy,  fkU(\,  inJeul,  tO 
keep  a  jubilee  in  honour  of  a  reign  which 
^hrbiied  such  swarms  of  psCupers  ;  to 
thank  Wod  for  all  this^auperism  and  mise* 


ry«  mutt  have  Memed  a  little  iaconststent. 
Buty  the  harvMt  happening  to  run  rather 
short,  and  bread  ri»uig  just  about  th«  tifBt 
that  iht  jubilee  project  was  first  broached^ 
the  projectori  began  to  fear  that  thsir 
festivity  would  not  be  Tery  well  sidmttsked 
by  the  baif-starre^  people,  who  have  bad 
the  happiness  to  live  nnder  the  jubiles 
reign.  It  was  not  till  new,  and  till  the 
crew  received  some  gentle  bints  of  what 
they  might  expect ;  it  was  not  till  now 
that  they  thought  of  the  chari^  part  of  the 
scheme.  In  fact,  they  found,  that,  if  thej 
did  not  give  the  hungry  poor  a  simre  witk 
them,  the  Jubilee  feast  was  v'ery  likely  to 
lead  to  the  very  thing  which  the  feast  wa< 
intended  to  prevent ;  and  that,  instead  of 
continuing  the  blindness  of  the  coiomofi 
people,  it  would,  at  once,  open  their  cjes. 
The  charity,  therefore,  was  a  Nort  of  ispio 
keep  the  poor  and  hungry  from  raakiog 
clamorous  complaints.  JBut,  this  aop  viii 
not  to  be  given  without  acknowledging 
tliat,  which,  opon^  such  an  occasion,  the 
crew  must  haire  been  deairous  to  keep  out 
of  sight ;  because,  what  could  be  more 
mortifying,  than,  on  a  da^  of  Jobilte,  to 
make  such  a  grand  exhibition  of  poven/ 
and  misery ;  to  exhibit  such  uudeaiabie 
proofs  of  the  evils  of  the  reigni  which  the 
people  Were  called  ou  to  c^ebrate,  and 
for  the  bltisiiigs  of  which  they  were  u> 
thatf^.  God.^ — Jduch  €(m(fMidm»  or  af- 
fected cottipassioD,  has  been,  by  evr  hir^ 
Itngi,  bestow^ed  upon  the  people  of  tLfCou' 
tinent,  conquered  or  over-ron  by  lBiiou>- 
parte.  Bot,  strange  as  it  ikiay  appear  to  8^ 
those  people,  those  very  people,  have  beeU 
holding  a  soK  of  Jubilee,  aud,  to  ail  appear* 
ance,  have  greatly  ^rpaased  us  io  their 
manner  of  doing  it  The  lUoniuur  says: 
*'  The  peace  recently  concluded  has  becil 
*'  announced  in  all  tic  principal  cities  on 
"  the  Contlnetit,  amidst  th^  sound  of  can- 
"  non,  and  every  demonstration  qf  general  ft* 
'*  joking.  At  Vienna,  Munich,  Stotgard, 
*'  Frankforti  Naples,  Rome,  Florence,  Mi- 
"  Ian.  Madrid*  &c.  as  well  as  in  Paris, illo^ 
'*  miaations  have  taken  place.  A  htwdred 
'*  milliottiof  men  have  taken  pariintAii 
"  ^enciul  fittitiiy,    and   celebrated  it  teiik 

"  murks  qf  public  appiobatum,'' ^WcH, 

now,  you  hypocrites,  what  do  you  sajto 
this  ?  Was  all  this  feasting  and  rejoipioi: 
a  sham  ?  Was  it  all  a  vile  mockery  ?  W«f« 
these  signs  of  joy  exliibited  by  slaves,  witlt 
a  view  of  gainijog  favour  with  their  ma^i^ 
or  of  saving  themselves  from  the  efled*^ 
the  an»;er  of  those  masters?  Wcretaesa 
signs  of  joy  merely  made  use  of  by  «■• 
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for  the  ra^ally  purpoeeof  earning  thereby 
^chance  of  picking  the  public  pocket,  or 
^r  the  itupid  one  of  obtaining  some  paltry 
iitle  to  gratify  the  vexatious  vanity  of  a 
tawdry  and  freakish  wife  ?  Did  these  re- 
joicers,  supposing,  nay,  knowing.  Napoleon 
4o  be  the  most  consummate  hypocrite  of  his 
age,  think  to  Matter  him  by  this  imitation 
of  his  conduct;  and  did  he  himself,  at  the 
same  time  and  in  the  same  act,  seem  as  if 
he  were  resolved  to  out-hypocrite  them  ? 
Now,  1  believe  none  of  these.  I  belie ve^ 
that  these  rejoicings  were  not  tofallj/  in- 
^ncere ;. but,  you  mu&t  allow  them  to  have 
been  all  sincerity,  or  else  what  becomes 
of  your  own  illuminations,,  and  other  signs 
of  joy?  At  any  rate,  we  do  not  find,  that 
Napoleon's  rejoicers  had  recourse  to  the 
trick  o[ stopping  the  mouths  qf  the  poor.  They 
.teem  tohave  been  in  no  dread  of  a  people 
wanting  a  single  meal   of  victuals   and 

drink. Of  all  the  good  things,  however, 

^miected  with  this  famous  jubilee,  that 
was  the  best,  of  which  record  is  made  in 
^  motto.  So,  the  people  of  3Ii4dUburgh 
kepi  the  day  with  as  much  festivity  as  my 
people  in  his  Mqjtsti/s  dominions!  1  believe 
it,  with  fill  my  soul.  Full  as  much  fcstiviiy, 
including,  ol  course,  heartiness,  or,  since- 
rity :  and  I  verily  believe,  that  ihejqy  was 
iixW  as  sincere  at  Mitidleburgh  as  it  was  at 
liondon,  or  any  where,  elsev  Yes,  this 
it  aa  cxc;<ellqjit  ^petim^n.  .  \V^ro  it  not 
fcr  tfiis.  We' might  bo  at  a  loss  /or  a 
ttaiKJard  of  in^rpreiation.  Now  we  know 
^at  the  word  Joy  n4eaiit,  when  used 
upon  this  occasion.  But  the  joy,  the 
heart-felt  joy,  and  ""  pious  gratitude  to 
iieaven,*'  visible  in  the  island  of  Walcheren, 
Were  not  confined  to  the  inhabitants  ;  they 
were  also  visible  in  every,  part  of  the  arniy 
ind  the  naxfy^  who  even  kredfeta'de-^oy  and 
royal  salutes.      Aye,    this   is    it :    Make 

m^.' Present.' — ^Fwr/ Tliis    is 

the  true  soT\o^joy:  it  is  joy  M  word  of 
commanfi.  This  is  vn^nimity;  this  is  a 
speeunen  of  that  "  electrick  unisoli  of 
**  feeling>"  of  which  the  wise-man  of  the 
Morning  Post  talked  so  nicely — • — 
It  would  be  curious  to  knotr,  if  t)ile  could 
ascertain  it,  how  many  thousands  of  Eng- 
liftmen,  sick  and  dying,  tlferc  were  tti  dhe  ' 
island  of  Walcheren  on  the  dity  '6f  the 
jubilee  ;  how  many  actaaily  etpired  tKat  . 
day;  how  many  Were  struggling  iti  tha 
last  pangs  of  death,  while  the  toflQits  and 
■oQg^  Were  going  roufid^at  ihife  festive 
table  ^  and  how  many  whose  iives  ^ve re  ' 
ihortened  "by  the  ^tr^endoul  'Aoise  %htclk 
-Nft  4iat«  ftevsiiitiK     4i  #o«U  W  cu^ 


rious  to  ascertain  thfcse  facts.  A  caktdff^ 
tion  might  come  near  to  the  point,  which 

is  a  vefy  interesting  one. Reader,  lei 

me  take  the  liberty  to  press  upon  your  at- 
tention this  account  of  the  Jubilee  in 
Walcheren,  given  by  the  most  famous  o( 
the  literary  hirelings  in  London.  He  telli 
us,  ihat  the  people  of  Middlebiirgh  r^'wccj, 
Now,  after  this,  will  you  say,  that  any  ac- 
count given  by  these  mercenaty  wretcliei 
is  to  be  relied  upon  ?  Will  you  believe, 
that  people,  in  whose  houses  our  troops 
were  living  at  free-quartf  r,  could  join  ii^ 
any  rejoicings  of  oafs  ?  No  small  part  oi 
the  people  of  Middleburgh  must  hav^ 
been  much  injured  by  the  war;  and,  will 
you  believe,  that  they  sincerely  rejoiced, 
that  their  expressions,  of  esteem ;  tha^ 
in  short,  their  payfr*,  for  the  king  of  their 
invaders,  were  sincere  ?  They,  too,  yon 
will  observe,  v:pit  to  church.  Would  it  not 
have  beeh  a  good  thing  to  have  heard  t3ieir 

prayers  ? Oh  I  it  has  been  a  sad  scene 

of  hypocrisy  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end.  There  wanted  nothing  tut  this  Ju* 
bilee  to  cap  the  character  of  those  who 
set  on  foot  and  urged  it  forward.  I  re- 
peat, however,  that  it  has  answered  this 
good  purpose  ;  it  lias  given  rise  to  dis- 
cussion, and  will  give.  n,9e  to  further  dis^. 
cussion  ;  for  the  promoters  of  it  ha\^ng 
thrown  down  the  gauntlet,  we  shall  not 
fail  to  take  it  up.  They  have,  by  ttierr 
proportion  to  hold  a  jubilee,  challenged 
us  to  a  tliscussion  upon  all  and  singulilfr 
the  measures  of  tlie  king^s  reign;  they 
have  invited  us  to  examine  itito  matij' 
things,  which  might  have  passed  Vi^ottl 
examination  ;  tney  have,  in  shorfe^  Tc^ 
lievcd  us  from  all  scruples  as  to  mainy 
very  delicate  topics  of  discussictoy  ano 
these  *.ve  shrall,  of  coiirse,  take  (tp  as  '0cci 
sion  offers. 

Chakge  of  jVIinistry'. ^1*he  iumfs* 

try,  as  at  present  composed,  is,  to  be  iof9» 
such  a  thing  as  England  never  before ^Wh; 
but,  it  does  not  follow,  that  it  sliiuld  <i6t 
stand  for  all  that  the  MOmint^  XJkrt^ct^ 
with  whatever  rea^n  and  ifufh,  can  say 
against  it.  this  print  sechns  extremely 
angry,  that  the  nation  a^petirs  to  be3pdr> 
fpctfy  indifferent  about  the  totter;  tnft, 
U'i^  shotild  rhe  nation  be  otherwise ?  ■  ■^' 
Thm  4>r?At,  in  notifying  the  in  entibh  "ot 
the  ^o'vei^ifnent  to  evacuate  (if  they  tiati) 
t^e  islafnd  *pf  "Wak  here n,  has  the  foAowihg 
obstipations.— ^-.''  At  tliib  dererhfiinatn^ 
«'iio  ^m^nTn  the  country  cin  faii  to  rft^ 
".joice.    tout  %o^  acate  must ^»*  feelmgs 
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**  about  two  tiionths  have  be6n  consumed 
**  before  our  i2d!rrf  could  make  op  their 
"  minds  on  the  question,  amidst  their 
*'  eternal  intrigues  and  disputes !  The 
<' country  was  all  the  while  forgotten. 
"  Week  after  week  our  brave  soldiers  were 
''  kept  in  a  climate  which  was  hourly  tbin- 
"ning  their  ranks — not  to  mention  the 
*'  money  spent  during  ihis  dreadful  inter- 
"  Tal,  above  2,500  of  our  troops  were  bu- 
*'  ried  in  the  island  ;  no  less  than  six  thou- 
*'  sand  were  sent  home  sick  to  the  hospi- 
^  tals^  and  nearly  the  same  nuftiber  still 
*'  remain  sick  in  the  island  itself.  An 
"  army  of  1 8,000  men,  the  finest  in  our 
**  service,  was  thus  kept  lingering  in  that 
**  hor|>id  climate,  until  it  was  reduced  to 
''  about  2,000  fit  for  duty.  More  men  were 
**  lost  far  ever  to  their  country  than  the 
*'  battles  of  the  Nile,  Trafalgar,  Camper* 
''  down,  and  St.  Vincent  cost  altogetner. 
*'  More  men  are  left  sick,  with  their  health 
"irreparably  injured, — their  constitutions 
**  damaged  for  life,  than  the  whole  of  the 
<'  wounded  amounted  to  in  all  those  naval 
*'  victories,  and  in  all  the  battles  by  land 
*'  which  we  have  fought  in  Egypt,  Portu- 
*^  gal  and  Sbain.  We  do  not  here  reckon 
''  the  loss  incurred  by  taking  possession 
••of  Walcheren ;  we  are  only  estimating 
«•  M'hat  the  delay  in  evacuating  it  has  cost 
••  us.  We  are  ende^vouriiig  to  give  some 
••  idea  of  what  the  country  has  paid  in 
*•  blood,  for  the  cold,  selfish,  unpnncipled 
♦•  intrigues  of  the  Percevals,  the  Mul- 
**  craves,  and  the  Whartons.  Whil^  those 
**  Statesmen  have  been  squabbling  among 
**  themselves  about  place  and  profit,  the 
•'  country  has  been  losing  the  enormous 
•*  number  of  her  bravest  soldiers  which 
••  is  staled  above.  This  delay  then  forms 
••  a  new  and  terrible  item  in  the  account 
•«  which  those  intriguers  must  soon  render  to 
•'  an  injured  and  insulted  people.  We  must 
"  know  why  the  evacuation,  which  was 
'<  always  known  to  be  inevitable,  was  de- 
••  layed  for  one  hour.  We  must  have  satis- 
*' faction  for  the  lives  of  those  gallant  men 
••  who  have  thus  been  sacrificed  to  minis- 
«•  terial  caballing  and  jobbing.  Their  blood 
••lies  upon  the  head  of  the  Ministers. 
•*  They  have  not  come  fairly  by  their 
••end  ;  and  the  great  inquest  of  the 
'«  NAT  ION  IS  now  to  su  vpon  their  lyodi<:s.  We 
•*  challtnj^e  any  man  who  has  the  common 
^  feelings  of  our  nature  to  say  whether  an 
••  ignominious  dismissal  from  office  wi.l 
«<  satisfy  the  claipis  of  justice  in  this  atro- 
«•  cious  case  ?  We  ask,  is  it  enough  to  take 
"  f^W^y^oiD^ti^tpse  men  the  power  of  de» 


"  ttroying  more  of  our  armies  ?  We  be* 
'•  lieve  the  feeling  to  be  universal,  UuH 
•'nothing  short  of  a  Parliamentary  pro» 
••  ceeding  against  those  ofienders,  tor  the 
••  purpose  of  bringing  them  to  an  exedi* 
••  plary  punishment,  can  either  satisfy  t^e 
••  nation  for  the  past,  or  prevent  a  recuN 
•'  reuce  of  the  same  calamities  in  future.'' 
— ^Here  is,  indeed,  enough  to  stir  the 
blood  of  any  man.  The  subject,  the  bare 
facts,  with  this  eloquent  description,  are 
enough  to  excite  resentment  in  the  breast 
of  any  man,  not  lost  to  all  feeling.  Botr 
so  ill-used  has  this  nation  been ;  so  be* 
trayed  and  insnKed  by  both  parties;  sd 
often  have  they  seen  that  a  change  pro- 
duces nothing  but  a  new  batch  uf  peen 
and  pensioners,  that  they  cannot  Dnog 
their  minds  to  wish  for  any  chaiigt. 
••  We  must  have  sati^aciion  for  the  liva^f 
••  those  gallant  men,  who  have  thus  ben 
••  sacrificed  to  rainbterial  caballing  snd 
••jobbing."  What!  and  doe«  the  editor 
of  the  Morning  Chronicle  l>elieve,  tlnl» 
after  wbat  we  have  seen,  there  is  one  man 
in  this  whole  kingdom  fool  enough,  bestt 
enough,  brute  enough,  to  suppose,  that  s 
change  qf  ministry  would  produce  os  aay 
such  sati^ction  f  Have  we  not  constamijr 
seien,  that,  as  soon  as  such  change  hastskeii 
place,  thei-e  is  an  end  ^i  even  aU  talk  of 
inqviry ;  and  that  sucb  questions  tie 
agitated  merely  for  the  purpose  of  patting 
out  of  power  tliose  who  are  in  powei  ? — 
Those  who  are  now  in  power  never  wouW 
have  been  there,  if  the  people  had  not  b^ 
come  indiflerent,  and  justly  iudifiintst, 
upon  the  subject.  When  have  the  people 
obtained  satista^ction  Jbi*  any  thing  ?  When 
have  they  seen  any  instance  ttfreulrtip^ 
sibility  in  any  minister,  or  any  servant  ()t 
the  crown  ?  Aye,  it  is  very  true,  ibat  this 
affair  of  Walcheren  is  most  horrible,  sod 
that  of  Spain  nearly  as  bad ;  but,  wfiit 
hope  ha%e  the  people  of  redrrts;  wbtt 
hope  can  they  found  upon  a  change  of 
ministry,  when  they  recollect,  tiMrt  ih« 
leaders  amongst  those,  who  wooW  ittf' 
plant  the  preheat  people,  were  also  t§e 
leaders  amongst  ttiose,  who  defended  som« 
of  these  very  people,  during  tbe  \ssX  it*- 
sion  of  parliament,  in  the  comotisstoo  of 
what  was  ten  thousand  limes  worse  than  . 
the  affairs  of  Walcheren  and  Sjjain  united- 
Oh!  it  is,  indeed,  well  for  the  Mern'ng 
Chronicle  to  Call  upon  the  people,  as  it  did 
about  a  week  ago,  to  assemt^le  in  *•* 
and  coimly-meetings,  all  over  the  ki*if(*'*» 
to  petition  the  king  to  remove  the  mvMien! 
Th/p  people^  all  orer  the  kbgdoffli  to^ 
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better;  the  peo^Ie^  all  over  the  kingdom, 
remember,  that  when  they  met  to  vole 
tl»ok»to  Mr.  Wardle,  and  to  express  their 
abhorrence  oi'tke  traffic  in  seais,  those,  who 
nam  want  their  support,  were  amongBt  the 
first  to  abuse  them  for  such  meetings; 
aaiongst  the  first  to  call  out  against  yield- 
ing to  ** paptUar  clamour;*'  amongat  the 
first,  when  the  fact  of  seat-selling  was 
ready  ,to  be  provedj^  to  cry  oat,  "  let 
"  as  make  a  stand  against  popular  e/t- 
**  croachmeni ;"  the  people,  all  over  the 
kingdom,  remember  this,  and,  whatever 
other  acts  ol*  baseness  they  may  have  been, 
and  may  yet  he,  gailty  of,  they  will  not, 
I  think,  be  base  enough  to  meet  for  any 
such  purpose  as  that  ofputting  one  faction 
oat  of  place  and  another  faction,  whose 
dJspf»^ition  towards  them   is  exactly  the 

same,  in  their  stead. Some   people 

think,  that  the  folks,  now  in  place,  will 
not  be  able  to  remain  there  after  the 
meeting  of  parliament.  For  my  own  part, 
to  say  the  truth,  i  ha^e  not  bestowed  many 
miaiitea  of  thought  upon  the  subject^  in 
which  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  .ifeel  any 
iaterest.  I  have  seetf  the  out^  onoe  in,  and 
that  is  enongb.  It  is,  therefore,  with  me, 
and  with  most  other  people,  I  believe,  a 
matter  of  very  dry  apecutation,  whether 
them  will  be  a  change,  or  not,  when  par- 
Ksment  meetis.  lit  will,  in  fact,  be  a  ques- 
tion to  be  settled  wholly  by  the  borough- 
Mongers.  To  them  I,  for  my  part,  am 
tery  wilKng  to  leave  it ;  and,  Wbateyer  the 
editor  of  the  Morning  Chronicle  may 
think,  he  will  find,  that  the  people,  "  all 

•*  over  the  country,"  are  of  my  mind. 

I  cannot  gt*t  over  this  attempt  to  make  us 
believe,  ^t  a  change  of  ministry  would 
brmg  ms  tatvffiiction  for  what  has  been  done 
iaWakheren.  This  is  so  very  impudent, 
especially  after  we  have  «•  recently  seen 
the  letter  of  Lord  GrenviHe  to  Mr.  Ferce- 
val,  in  which  (he  former  very  plainly  in- 
dkates,  and,  indeed,  8ays>  that  he  should 
have  BO  penonaL  objection  to  unite  with 
the  latter  and  his  set.  Oh,  yes  !  we  re- 
member the  iotirfactufn  we  obtained  in  the 
case  of  Pitt's  forty -thoosand- pound  loan, 
eat  of  the  public  money,  to  Boyd  and 
Beafield.  We,  good  silly  souls,  seeing  the 
ha  exposed,  expeoted  that  the  House  of 
Commons  would  gi3Fe  m  salitfaciion  for 
such  an  outrageous  ofience  against  us; 
but,  the  satisfaction,  which  we  received, 
was  to  see  the  two  Actions  most  cordially 
anite  in  passing  abUl  qf  indcamity  for  the 
said  offence ;  and,  afterwards,  in  passing 
bill  to  make  as  pay  kit  deki,  vpon 


the  score  of  his  public  services.  No:  we 
do  not  expect  any  satisfaction,  from  any 
cause  whatever,  and  least  of  all  from  a 
change  of  ministry.  — — "  The  accouru 
"  which  those  intriguers  must  soon  render 
'*  to  an  injured  and  ^isutted  people." 
What  unmeaning  verbiage  ?  An  account ! 
What  account  has  any  change  of  ministry, 
at  any  time,  during  this  Jubilee  reign, 
caused  to  be  rendered  to  the  people  ?  Tlie 
people!  I  wonder  a  partizan  of  the  out 
faction  is  not  ashamed  to  name  the  peo> 
pie  in  such  a  way,  seeing  that,  only  in  the 
very  last  session  of  parliament,  the  leaders 
of  that  faction  mqst  distinctly  declared 
the  voice  of  the  people  to  be  **  p<mulor 
*^  clamour  ;'*  and,  the  addresses  of  the 
people  to  be  "  popular  encroachment,** 
against  which  it  was  necessary  '*  to  make 

'*  a  stand** "  Tlie  great   Inquest  qf 

"  the  nation/*  indeed !  Oh,  shameful 
abuse  of  words;  and  still  more  shameful 
attempt  to  impote  upon  the  public!  • 
"  The  great  inquest**  is  now  to  sit,  is  it  ? 
Well,  let  it  sit;  for  we  shall  not  disturb 
it  by  our  curiosity.  We  have  leeiy  this 
Great  Inquest  sitting  before  now.  '  We 
have  seen  it  sit  upon  the  affair  of  Pitt's 
forty-thoQsand-pound  loan ;  we  have  seen 
it  sit  upon  Lord  Wellesley^s  India  proceed- 
ings ;  we  have  seea  it  sit  upon  the  case  of 
the  Ihike  of  York ;  we  have  seen  it  sit 
upon  Colonel  Gofdon's  Chelsea  Lease; 
we  have  teen  it  sit  upon  the  case  of  Lorda 
Castlereagh  and  Clancarty ;  we  have  seen 
it  sit  upon  the  case  of  Mr.  Ouintin  Dick's 
Seat,  when  the  great  isquest^  upon  pro^ 
being  oflered  it,  almost  unanimously  tr- 
fused  to  enquire.  All  this  we  have  seen, 
and  have  it  yet  fresh  in  our  memoriea. 
The  great  inquest,  indeed  1  Shame  on  the 
man,  who  would  thus  delude  his  readers ! 

'*  But,"  some  one  will  observe,  **  what 

*'  are  we  to  do,  then  ?  Would  you  let  the 
"  aflairs  of  the  nation  remain  in  the  hands 
*'  of  the  Walcheren  ministry,  who,  but 
'^  the  other  day,  sent  over  bricks,  titnber  and 
''  workmen,  to  build  barracks,  and  who  are 
"  now  evacuating  the  island  ?  Would  you 
"leave  the  affairs  of  the  nation  in  'the 
'*  hands  of  men  like  these,  two  of  whom, 
*'  in  consequence  of  a  quarrel  about 
"  place,  turned  out,  upon  a  heath,  the 
"  other  day,  and  shot  at  each  otbei^'a 
"  heads  ?"  No :  if  i  could  have  my  wish, 
certainly  I  would  not  leave  the  aflvvira  of 
the  nation  in  their  hands  for  a  s'mgle  hour. 
But,  it  does  not  tiollow,  that,  because  1  dis- 
approve of  them,  I  must  approve  of 
their   opponents;    and,    though    many 
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taen  may  differ  from  me  in  this  respect, 
the  Morning  Chronicle  may  be  assmed, 
that  the  time  is  passed  when  the  people 
\vere  content  »o.be  mere  tools  to  oije  or 
the  other  of  the  factions.  If  I  am  told, 
as  the  oius'hvive  plainly  told  u&,  that,  let  us 
have  which  faction  we  may,  there  shall 
be  no  reform  of  abuses,  that  the  people 
•shall  not  be  roprescnied,  but  that  all  the 
power  shall  still  be  monopolized  by  the  bo- 
rough-mongers: if  lam  told  this,  then  1 
lay,  tliat  1  care  not  one  straw  which  fac- 
lion  it  is  that  rules,  and  that  I  would  bcorn 
to  vote,  or  to  open  my  lips,  for  any  pur- 
pose connected  wiih  a  prefert-nce  of  one 

faction  before  the  other. "  The  people 

"  must  take  the  concjuences  of  their  apa- 
"  thy,'*  we  were  told,  the  other  day.  JSo, 
belike,  the  Whigs^  the  haughty  Whig^,\vho 
licked  the  sljoes  of  the  Grenvillcs,  will 
leave  us  to  peri.sh  in  the  hands  of  the 
Walchereners,  asajus.t  punishment  for  oar 
blindness  in  not  being  aolc  to  discover  their 
superior  patriotism.  Oh,  no !  They,  surely, 
would  not  be  so  hard-hearted !  The  Spar- 
tan General  would,  sorely,  relax,  and, 
.  tathpr  than  leave  us  thus  abandotied,  I'll 
engage  he  would  take  another  regiment, 

profits  and  all. Empty  threat!    Why 

should  we  not  peri:h  in  the  hands  of  this 
ministry  as  well  as  in  the  hands  of 
their  opponents  ?  We  want  the  constUu- 
tion  qf  Engfrmd,  nnd  unless  we  have 
that,  we  are  in  fact,  perishing,  in  the  only 
^ay,  in  which,  as  bearing  i])>o»the  ques- 
tion before  us,  men  can  be  said  te  perish  ; 
for,  the  Whigs  will  hardly  pnetend>  that 
the  continuance  of  thehr  opponents  in 
power  will  cause  us  to  die,  N'o,  that  is  not 
what  is  meant.  IVe  want  the  constiltUion  qf 
England:  both  factions  feel  and  declare 
themselves  alike  upon  this  subject :  why; 
then,  should  we  prefer  one  faction  to  the 

other  \ In  what  way,  for  whit  cause,  aVe 

tvars  and  treaties,  and,  indeed  public  mea- 
sures of  any  sort  interesting  to  the  people 
of  a  country?  They  are  interesthig  to 
them,  because  they  have  an  influence  upon 
the  condition  of  their  live!«,  upon  their 
happiness  and  fame,  upon  their  property 
and  their  pn^ons.  So  that  after  all,  it 
comes  to  this:  would  our  property  and 
persons  be  less  exposed  under  the  &uis  than 
they  now  are  ?  This  is  the  on!y  question 
that  is  worth  the  attention  of  any  rational 
man.  The  out^,  we  are  told,  "have  greater 
abilities  to  conduct  wars  and  negociations, 
and  would  never  have  Committed  the 
blunders  and  caused  sach  disgrace  and 
Msery  as  the  tnt  have^    Tkts  has  by  no 


means  been  pr<ited,  either  by  mtoiiillgar 
experience;  but,  admit  it;  take  it  for 
granted;  1  am  still  for  no  chan^;  Ibiv 
generally  speaking,  hoiiv  is  the  Mtmi  a^ 
fected.  by  these  blunders  ?  How  is  ks  lit 
nuide  m>rsef  Ic  is  just  where  it  wis  Itfl 
year:  a  little  heavier  taxed  indeed;  but, 
that  is  natural  and  inevitable  as  hang  M 
the  system  lasts.  Every  man's  frcfaif 
and  person  are  with  the  exception  of  this 
addition  to  his  taxes,  just  »B  they  wsre^ 
and  so  they  would  continue,  if  a  change 
of  ministry  Were  to  take  place  totmornwr. 

Let  us  put  the  matter  to  the  test  t 

little  more  closely.     We  are,  by  the  editor 
of  the  Morning  Chronicle  and  other  pani« 
zans  of  the  outs,  always  told  in  general  term 
what  a  monstrous  deal  of  good  they  woqM 
do  us.     The  prediction,  ur  promise,  is  il- 
ways  dressed  up  in  fine  bigh'Souodiif 
word$;    but  nothing  particular   is  em 
stated  ;  there  is  no  precise  mentim  of  wim 
these  generous  persons  would  do  forQi> 
in  case  they  were  to  get  possession  of  tbe 
powers  of  tne  state.     Let  ui  ehnreerate  t 
few  of  the  thnigs>  which  are  of  mi/  in- 
terest to  every  man  nf  us-^  let  us  ask  wkst 
would  be  the  conduct  of  the  ^mu  with  re- 
spect to  these;  let  us  try  them  by  this  teit> 
and,  if  they  will  not  bear  \>,  we  may  safely 
conclude,  that  they  are  tts  well  (for  Qs)<Mt 
of  power  as  they  would  be  in  power.' 
First,  then.  Would  they,  wto  nstrly 
doubled  the  fiioMi^Xne;,  take  off  siif 
part  of  that  ux,  render  the  inifosition 
of  it  more  eqtii table,  or  atake  tM 
collection  of  it  lecta  odiooft  and  vexa- 
tious  ? 
'2nd,  Would  tbey  take  ofH  or  disinift 
my  tmc  vfktuet?err  nr  would  they,  ^ 
any  way,  lighten  the  pecuniary  b#- 
dens  that  we  bear>  and  that  have  H^ 
jected  us  to  the  (dmost  daily  viiiitsf 
the  tax-gatherer? 
Srd,  Would  they,  iraidLly  agteeingiaA 
fair  inquiry  in  the  caw,  pot  to  r^gte 
the  important  matter  oif  the  DnHsw 
Admiralty  r 
4th,  Would  they,  aettteg  th&  inflaeiioe 
*©f  lawyers  at  ikfiance,  reliirni  tic 
Prixe  UMirts,  and  give  te  the  Nan 
what  is  now,  to  the  infinite  ir^ory  « 
the  country,  swallowed  up  by  Prodtfl 
and  Advocate^  and  an  endiesakstrf 
law  officers  ? 
5th,  Would  they  lop  off  all  uettieritM 
Penaiont  and  Sinecures,   befimi^ 
with  those  of  tbemselvet  and*  ^^ 
lamiliesi 
«tli^  Wm14  ik^  MncMA  «i  ^ 
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parts  ofthe  Army ;  iolroduce  ao  im- 
partiality of  Pro;a[iption>  takiii|^  merit 
'  ia  the  sole  ground  thereof;  and  would 
tbev,  il^  ail  prom^tioas,  employments^ 
and  cootractfl,  in  the  Army  as  Well  as 
m  the  Nivy,  set  borough«UK>ngerin^ 
influence  at  no^^ht,  and  cousult  the 
public  90Qd>  and  that  jimiy  ? 
7th^  Would  they,  Id  all  qaestfons  relat- 
ing to  Hanovei,  think  only  of  ttie  in- 
ttrestB  of  England,  and   not  think 
HanoTer  as  dear  to  tis  as  Hampshire  ? 
8th,  Wodld  they  dispense  with  the  ser- 
Yices  of  a  great  body  of  f6rGign  Mer- 
cenariea,  kept  on  U>Qt  in  this  king- 
dom, and  paid  out  of'  the  fruit  of  the 
people'-  labours  ? 
9th,  Would    ilit^y,    if   Mr.   Madocks's 
motion  were  renewed,  for  au  inquiry 
into  the  circumsiances  of  the  Sale  of 
a  Seat  m  the  House  of  Commons  to 
Mr.  Qunitm  Dick'>  support  that  mo- 
tion ? 
lOth,  Would  they  bring  forward,  and 
maintain,  will)  all   their  might,  the 
desired    measure    of    Parliamentary 
Heform^  restoring  to  the  groat  body 
of  the  peopie  of  property  tlifir  due 
weight,   and   making   the   House   of 
Commona  in  reahty  **  tite  repvcsenia^ 
,    tiv€8  qfilic people?'' 
Now,  to  point  these  questions  as  directly 
IS  possible,  1  put  them.  Ma.  Perry,  to 
yoifc     You  .iteay  know  the   intentions  of 
.your  party,    it  is  possible,  that  those  in- 
tentions may  be  such  as  to  enable  you'to 
answer  all  these  questions  in  the  ajfirmative, 
without  the  smallest  h^^^itation;    aitd,  if 
this  be  the  case,  then  I   will  say„  thai 
every  man  in  the  kingdom  ought  to  brstir 
i)im:«elf.instantly  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing your  pariy  mto  power ;  but,  if,  oh  the 
contraity,  you  cannot  answer  even  one  of 
these  important  questious  in  the  affirma- 
tive^ then,  of  all  the  fools  in  this  world, 
that  man  must  be  tha  greatest,  who  would 
.  stir  hand  or  loot  for  the  salte  of  a  change 
of  ministry.     I  beg  you.  Sir,  not  to  cou- 
temo  this  invitation  of  mine ;    for,   you 
grossly  deceive  yourself,  if  yiHi  suppose, 
that  I  am  singular  in  these  opinions.     In- 
deed, you  can  bflordly  suppose  so>. seeing 
what  yoQ  XM^  see.     The  history  of  the 
<  last  camipitgii  fs  enough,  one  would  think, 
to  ijiiove  stCK^s  and  stoh^s  to  complain ; 
hot,  ycli  iee>  not  a  tongue  moves :  the 
people  aVe  as  mute  as  so  many  fish :  they 
w^old  stilt  bb  unite  if  ten  thousand  titles 
'  ^HTorse  were^  bappen :  the  last  parliament 
iMy  fiwyiijl^  ^d^g  wkich  the  two  hos- 
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tile  armies  so  cordially  united  "  to  make  & 
*'  stand  against  popular  encroachment'*  (that 
is  to  s*A},  against  the  people's  complaints 
of  seats  in  parliament  having  been  bought  and 
soidj  that  campaign  rendered  the  people 
of  this  kingdom  quite  iniiiirci*ent  as  to  the 
even  8  or  the  result  or  the  consequences  of 
any  other  campaigns  ;  and,  take  my  word 
for  it,  that,  let  the  parliament  meet  when 
it  will,  your  party  will  excite  no  popular 
expression  against  the  ministers,  who,  if 
thfy  do  not  want  couragi  or  perseverance, 
may  keep  llieir  places,  in  spite  of  all  the 
harangues  that  can  be  inaie  against  them. 

Mr.  pKunv  complains  bitteVly,  in  his 

said  paper  of  the  13th,  of  the  power  wliicli 
certain  ^reat  men  have  over  the  ministry, 
in  consequence  of  thtiir  influence  eheivhere; 
and  he  partic  ularly  rticMilions  Lord  Wdlcsley 
and  Lord  Lonsdale.  The  former  of  these, 
he  says,  '•  is  nn«ierstopd  to  have  the  giving 
atvay  qf  one  Secretaryship  qf  the  Trcaswy** ; 
and  both  are  represented  as  having  many 
places  and  appointments  at  their  disposal. 
I'hiS  IS  a  subject  of  very  loud  complaiiit 
with  Mr  Perry  ;  but  why  is  it  so  ?  Have 
not  his^  whole  party  maintained,  tliat  this 
sort  of  influehce  ought  to  exist  ?  Nay,  have 
not  his  feliow-labourers,  those  who  are, 
with  him,  regular  drfenders  qf.  the  faction; 
I  allude  to  the  Edinburgh  Reviewer?; 
have  not  they  very  recently  published  a 
set  defence  of  that  very  system  of  an  aris- 
tocrat ical  influence,  of  nhich  Mr.  Perry 
now  complains?*' — -^hall  we  not,  then, 
laugh  at  these  complaints  ?  What  is  it  to 
us,  who  has  the  giving  away  ofthe  places. 
Lord  Lonsdale  or  Lord  Carrington,  or  any 
other  rich  Lord.  One  is,  for  aught  I  know 
to  th«  contrary,  just  as  fit  for  it  as  the 
other ;  and  I  am  sure  tlie  ri^ht  of  one  is 

equal  to  that  of  tha  other. No,  Mr. 

Perry  ;  never  e^tpect  the  people  to  stir 
again  m  behalf  of  any  party,  until  that 
party  shall  have  made  an  open  and  un- 
equivocal declaration  in  behalf  of  the  peo- 
ple*, that  is  to  say,  for  the  measure  of  PaT"- 
lianiBntary  Ucfoim,  by  which  alone  the 
people  can  be  restored  to  their  rights  and 
their  proper  fteling. .  Nay  !  threaten  us 
not  with  approaciting  destruction-.  We  are 
deaf  to  that  threat  We  know  that  your 
party  would  do  nothing  to  keep  destruci 
tion  away.  Besides,  tr^af  is  it  that  we  ar* 
tA  be  afraid  of?  What  is  it  that  we  have  tO 
apprehend?  Will  additional  burdens  be 
laid  upon  us  ?  Js  there  a  new  insult  ill 
store  ?  In  short,  what  we  want,  the  only 
thing  worth  caring  about,  your  party  will 
not  let  tts  have,  if  they  can  (by  no  malteir 
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what  means)  prerent  it,  and,  therefore, 
we  wish  your  party  Ui  remain  where 
they  are,  especially  when  we  consider 
(and  I  do  beg  i\\e  reader  to  consider  it 
well)  that  a  change  of  ministry,  though 
Attended  with  no  possible  good  to  us, 
would  be  sure  to  produce  an  addition  to 
the  long  list  of  pensioners,  male  and  fe- 
male, and,  of  course,  would  cause  an  addi- 
tion to  the  tmtee. By  way  of  conclusion, 

I  earnestly  beseech  the  reader  to  bear  in 
mind  this  great,  this  all -important  truth; 
namely,  that  all  our  evils,  all  the  disgrace, 
mil  the  miseries,  all  the  dangers,  of  our 
country,  arise  from  the  exercise  of  that 
Tcry  influence,  of  which  the  Mornine  Chro- 
nicle complains ;  that,  it  is  this  influence, 
(an  influence  which  totally  stifles  the 
voice  of  the  people)  which  prevails  in  the 
filling  of  offices  at  home  and  cotnmands 
abroad;  that  to  it  the  creation  of  ^  ^reat 
part  of  the  national  ezpences  is  owing; 
that  it  is  a  cormorant  nev«r  to  be  satisfied  : 
that  nothing  but  a  Reform  of  Parliament 
can  do  away  this  influence ;  and  that,  to 
fuch  reform,  the  out$  are  as  decidedly  op- 
posed as  the  mff.  ^ 
^  VfK  COBBETT. 

Botky,  Thunio^,  16  ^<m.  lb09. 


COBBETT^S 
Parliamentary  Debates: 

The  Subscribers  to  the  above  Work  are 
respectfully  informed,  that  tb^  Twelftli, 
Thirteenth,  and  Fourteenth  Volumes,  com- 
prising the  Debates  in  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament during  the  last  Session,  will  be 
ready  for  delivery  on  Friday  the  first  of 
December! 


The  Sixth  Volume  of  the 


Parliamentary  History 


Off 


At  the  same  time  will  be  published/  the 
Fourth  Volume  of 

COBBETT'S 

COMPLETE  COLLECTION  OP 

State  Trials: 

Comprising  the  Period  from  the  Six- 
teenth Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Charles 
the  First,  a.  d;  1640,  to  the  First  Year  of 
the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Secdnd,  a.  d. 
1649. 


ENGLAND, 

Will  be  ready  for  delirery  in  Um  Month 
of  January,  1810. 


Proceedings  qf  the  Comiion  Council  cf 
the  City  qf  Lonoon,  ai  Guiidhail:  Fri- 
day, Nov.  S,  1^9.  — (Coniinued  from 
p.  726.; 

Mr.  Wafthman  certainly  expected  that 
he  should  have  had  to  trouble  die  Court 
with  only  a  few  feotences  on  the  present 
occasion.     He  wav  aa  he  imagined,  re* 
lieved  even  from  this  necessity,  when  he 
had  heard  the  speech  of  the  Gcntlemaa 
who  had  openea  the  business,  and  who 
opposed    the   Resolution  simply  on   the 
ground  of    irregularity.      He   presumed 
uiere  never  was  a  point  clearer  than  the 
Resolution  was  in  tnis  respect.     Theybad 
acted  so  on  the  very  last  Meeting.     They 
were  then  called  on  ^o  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee to  carry  certain  Resolutions   into 
execution,  and  yet,  on  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down;  tbey 
had  set  aside  the  original  Resolutions^  and 
adopted  ^others  drametricaily  opposite  io 
their  stead.     Here,  too,  the  CSourt  was  call- 
ed on  ta  protect.ita  own  character,   and 
the  character  of  a  Gentleman,  of  wiiote 
conduct  they  had  formerly  expressed  their 
unanimous  approbation,  but  who  was  n«i# 
most   grossly  traduced.      Notwithstand- 
ing all  be  had  heard  from  the  Gentleman 
opposite,  and  thoush  he  had  often  seen 
him  unnecessarily  Toad  himself  with  dust 
and  cobwebs,  he  confessed  that  he  did  not 
recollect  an  occasion  on  which  the  hon. 
gent,  had  done  so  to  so  little  purpose  as  on 
che  present  occasion.     Xo  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  Resolution  the  Worthy  Gen- 
ueman  bad  no  objection*     His  objection 
to  the  second  paragraph  consUted  onlv  in 
finding  fault  with  the  words  of  it,  so  far  as 
the  expression  disposal  of  Church  Patron- 
age was  used;    like  that  arch-()Ciibb)er 
Mr.  Canning,  who  wished  to  infer  that 
Lord  Castlcreagh  had  not  abused  East  In- 
dia Patronage,   because    the   transaction 
had  not  been  carried  into  efiect.     When 
they  saw  a  Dr.  O'Meara  brou^t  into  tha 
presence  of  Royalty  by  the  mterferenGC 
of  a  common  prostitute,  was  it  possible  fer 
that  Court  to  doubt,  that  the  most  corrcjjl 
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imerfereoce  had  taken  place  in  Church 
Patronage  ?     As  to  the  third  paragraph, 
he  (Mr.  Waithman)  maintained  that  the 
•pe«ch  of  the  Speaker  did  apply,  and  that 
It  did  mofyt  completely  reprobate  thq  sys- 
lem  from  beginning  to  end.     Lord  Liver- 
pooU  too,  had  done  the  same  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  both  had  stated,  that  though 
jthe  practice  was  known  to  exist,  it  had 
aever  till  then  been  publicly  acknowledg- 
^dt  and  the  Speaker,  on  that  occasion,  ob- 
served, that  if  the  practice  had  not  then 
beten  detected,  in  the  end  Seats  would  have 
been  publicly  sold,  and  that  such  traffic 
*'  wouk)  bring  a  greater  scandal  upon  Par- 
liament and  the  nation  .than  thi»  country 
has  ever  known  since  Parliament  had  an 
existence/'      The     Worthy    Gentleman 
agreed  with  the  next  psuragraph,  concern- 
ing lord  Castlereagh,  who  was,  as  another. 
Vvorthv  Gentleman  (Mr.  Box)  bad  de- 
<«cribed  him,  one  of  the  greatest  and  most 
■  leading  men  in  the  country!     Yes,  this 
was  one  of  our  great  leading  men,  but,  he 
should  say,  whatever  the  Worthy  Gentle- 
man opposite  might  think  of  the  declara- 
tion, that,  under  such  men  as  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh and  Mr.  Canning,  this  country 
could  not  last  long.     The  hon.  Gent,  said 
he  loved  virtae  and  detested  vice;   but 
.hew  did  he  love  virtae  ?  as  he  did  a  good 
dinner.      He   loved  virtue  and  detested 
vice  in  the  ubstraot.    Suehu  thing  might 
be  possible  ft>  the,  hon.  Gent.'s  metaphy- 
eical  mind,  but,  for  his  part,  he  (Mr.  W.) 
,  could  not  comprehend  it.    Though  such 
-  calamities  as  vice  and  corruption  do  exist 
in  a  State,  did  the  hon.  Gent,  mean  to  say 
that  they  ought  to  be  endured  ?  Mr.  Can- 
niof^  was  told  that  the  discovery  had  taken 
place ;  he  said  that  a  stand  must  be  made; 
aiid  so  there  had»  for  both  parties  united 
to  preserve  the  system.     The  Hon.  Gent. 
^  said,  that  in  the  time  of  sir  W.  Pulteney 
there  was  corruption  in  the  State,  and  to 
,  a  greater  extent  than  at  present.     He 
asked  the  hon^XUtnt.  if  h^  could  shew  him 
.  a  Governmenhy  !ich  had  at  any  time  been 
overturned,  unlcMfrom  the  .dreadful  cor- 
.  raption  which  existed  ?    and   ought  not 
that  Court,  and  the  country,  at  all  times  to 
exert  themselves  against  corruption,  and  in 
]  favour  of  virtue.      Every  free    country 
must  be  in  a  satt  of  constant  state  of  re- 
sistance on  the  part  of  the  people,  to  keep 
in  check  the  encroachments  of  govern- 
ment.   The  hon-  gent,  seemed,  however, 
to  ihivk  that  no  interference  shopid  take 
place  on  the  part  of  the  people.    In  this 
be  could  not  agree.    We  had  frequently 


had  good  ministers,  if  the  house  of  com* 
mons  would  have  kept  a  vigilant  eye  over 
them.  So  had  that  Court  good  officers; 
but  if  the  Court  were  to  suffer  their  offi- 
cers to  have  it  in  their  power  to  bribe  the 
members  of  the  Court,  how  long  did  they 
suppose  the  Court  would  continue  to  pos- 
sess a  controul-  over  their  own  officers, 
worthy  and  upright  men  as  they  might 
otherwise  be. 

Mr.  S.  Dixon  wished  to  protect  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Court. 

Mr.  Waithman  recommended  to  the 
worthy  gent  to  reserve  his  defence  for 
himself.     He  was  satisfied  there  was  not 
an  officer  belonging  to  that  Court  who  be- 
lieved that  he  meaftt  any  thing  personal 
to  them.     Under  any  Administration,  even 
though  Chatham  himself  was  at  the  helm  of 
public  afiairs,  we  must  have,  and  even  such 
a  minister  would  require,  a  vigilant  house 
of  commons  to  look  after  him.    The  hon. 
gent  said  that  Mr.  Wardle  caused   deri- 
sion in  the  house  by  the  mention  of  a 
house  in  the  City  for  the  Sale  of  Offices. 
True,  he  did  so ;  but  those  same  persona 
who  then  laughed  at  his  information,  after- 
wards availea  themselves  of  it  by  prose- 
cuting the  oilenders,  charging  the  offence 
as  one  calculated  to  vilify  and  degrade 
the  government,  and  to  bring  it  into  con- 
tempt   The  hon.  gent,  said,  borrowing 
the  expression  of  Mr.  Perceval  or  Mr. 
Canning,  that  Mr.  Wardle  wished  to  re- 
duce the  cX|>enditure  by  reducing   the 
army.    This  tvas  not  the  case  ;  he  wished 
to  do  so  by  reducing  only  what  was  use- 
less and   unprofitable.      He  recollected, 
that  in  the  latter  end  of  the  administration 
of  lord  North,  when  he  could  no  longer 
stand  against  the  opposition  by  which  he 
was  assailed,  that  a  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts was  appointed.  Afterwards,  in  1 797^ 
a  Finance  Committee  was  appointed,  and 
many  reports  were  made;  but  to  what 
good  end?  Commi^ioners  were  also  ap» 
pointed  to  examine  the  '  accounts  in  the 
West  Indies.     Several  millions  were  then 
outstanding,  and  yet  the  salaries  of  the 
persons  employed  have  hitherto  exceeded 
the  advantage  derived  by  the  public  firom 
their  labours.     He  (Mr.  Waithman}^>had 
looked  into  these  accounts,  which  were  as 
voluminous  as  Rapin's  history  of  England, 
and  it  was  true,  as  Mc.  Windhani  had  said, 
we  were  corruption  from  top  to  bottom* 
and  could  never  ex^ct  to  oo  good;  till 
-things  were  completely  changed.  .  In  the 
War  Office  there  was  a  yearly  allow- 
ance for  salaries  to  the  amount  of  28,000/. 
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}'•!  this  sum  remained  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  and  was  no 
doubt  given  away  in  pensions,  &c. ;  for 
here  the  arrear  ot  accocnt<i  was  explained 
on  the  ground  that  there  was  not  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  clerks,  or  that  they  were 
unqualified  ft^r  the  duty.  They  were,  no 
doubt,  in  many  in?;tances,  young  gentle- 
men, who,  witli  notions  too  exM^d  for  a 
mercantile  life,  were  set  down  th*  re  to 
<:pend  their  forenoons  in  amusing  them- 
selves with  Ami- Jacobin  Newsp?»pers  and 
Magazines,  as  a  fit  prcparaticm  for  the 
more  pv.b^ic  sph.re  in  which  they  were 
afien?\ards  destined  to  move,  ffe  pro- 
ceeded to  mention  a  Mr.  Hamilton,  who, 
ynth  a  salary  of  150/.  ifi  the  War  Office, 
was  also  secretary  to  ^Ir.  W.  I)unJas,  with 
a  salary  of  300f  ;  clerk  of  the  Ordnance, 
with  a  salary,  and  with  free  house,  coals 
and  candles,  who  neglecteti  ali  these  duties 
that  he  might  act  as  S-irveyor  of  Taxes, 
and  who  on  Mr.  W.  I>iiidas  s  retiring,  had 
received  -^^  p<^nsion  of  150A  per  annum,  for 
extra^niinary  services  leudercd  to  Mr. 
W.  Dm  ul  »s  during  the  two  years  he  held 
the  office  of  Secretary  at  War.  He  also 
mentioned  a  servant  of  Mr.  C.  Jenkinson's, 
who  held  the  office  of  a  Messenger  in  the. 
War  Office  for  upwards  of  30  years, during 
all  of  which  ttme  be  ne?er  i]uitted  his 
master  (then  lord  Liverpoors)  service : 
that  general  Firzpatri.  k's  Secretary  had 
ijlIso,  on  his  retiring,  received  a  pension  as 
Mr.  W.  Dundas\^  had  done.  Tkesc  were 
all  men,  he  contended,  who  ought  not  to 
be  trusted.  The  hon.  gent,  said  there  were 
only  1!00  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons who  were  supposed  to  be  influenced 
by  the  Minister.  Jle  (Mr.  W.)  maintain- 
ed that  there  wei-e  not  'i*0  in  the  whole 
house  who  were  completely  disinterested, 
he  meant  through  themselves  or  relatives, 
pr  through  peers  with  whom  they  might 
be  connt^cted,  or  in  stations  naval  or  mili- 
tary ;  men  might  be  as  much  influenced  by 
expecting  as  by  having;  and  what  ira- 
menne  inflnence  must  not  a  revenue  of  7S 
millions  per  annum  be  supposed  to  create. 
When  lord  Amherst  was  Commander  in 
Chief  the  whole  expenditure  of  hh  office 
was  1,000/.  a  year;  now  it  amounted  to 
8,000/.  Col.  Gordon,  the  Secretary  to 
fhe  Commander,  had  2,000/.  a  year,  being 
double  the  whole  expence  in  lord  Am- 
herst's time,  yet  it  surely  would,  not  be 
pontended  that  the  business  ^as  n(>t  as 
fvell  done  then  as  it  was  now.  Xhe  hon, 
gent,  calle^  the  Resolution  of  the  Worthy 
^{dero^aii  crude.    He  invst  rather  ^nr 


ceive  the  speech  ef  the  worthy  Gentle^ 
man  to  be  so.  He  had  ncvef-  left  the  Coart 
more  in  the  dark,  thaii  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, though  he  himself  seemed  to  have 
been  getting  new  lights  lately,  which 
taught  him  to  advise  the  Court  to  support 
the  preix>gative  against  the  people.  Ht 
procef'ded  to  read  a  quotation  firom a  speech 
of  Mr.  Justice  Bailey,  in  the  casfe  of  sir 
Christopher  Hawkins,  m  which  the  learned 
Judge  8»at*»5,  that  if  the  rights  of  electioi 
are.  ^  to  be  tfampled  on,  the  Constitution 
which  is  now  our  boast,  will  be  something 
even  less  than -a  .shadow.  This  was  the 
opinion  of  one  of  the  Judges  of  Edglimd, 
ai^d  where  was  this  shadow  even  to  b* 
found,  if  the  House  of  Commons,  instead 
of  discharging  their  «luty,  was  to  protect 
the  prerogative  against  the  people.  The 
Hon.  Gentleman's  arguments  went  toprofe 
quire  the  reverse  of  what  he  wished,  and 
completely  shewed  that  the  country  cooW 
not  at  present  have  any  confidence  in 
Ministers.  They  had  no'w  so  much  to  do 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  Aey  cooki 
not  think  of  the  great  afHttrs  of  the  natieil.  , 
When  the  Hon.  Gent,  declared^lh*  b«  » 
would  be  ready  to  go  up  to  the  Tbtwfe  .- 
week  after  week  till  the  corruptions  intfej ,; 
State  were  done  away,  he  (Mr.  VV.)lrfj^:n 
not  expect  that  be  would  have  shewn j^; 
little  punctuality.  When  the  other  w^v/ 
thy  Member,  however  (iVfr..Kcmble).  Jt^ 
clared  that  hi*  blood  was  BTJrtihg'  at  life 
distresses  of  the  people,  he  little  expected 
that  he  could  have  been  sil^t  during  die* 
series  of  calamities  which  the  couirtry  M 
lately  sustained  by  the  gross  iiiefficiertcv 
of  its  Government ;  but  still  less  could  be 
have  imagined  that  that  worthy  Gentle- 
man would  have  come  forward,  and  called 
gn  the  Court  to  rescind  the  motion,  \rhich 
did  them  more  honour  than  any  other 
Resolutions  which  they*  had  passed  for 
several  years.  The  worthy  Gentleman 
talked  of  charity;  let  him  think  however 
of  those  brave  men,  and  their  relatiTeSi 
who  perished  along  with  the  gallant 
Moore,  and  in  our  other  more  recent  eX: 
peditions.  —  And  though  we  were  told 
that  due  inquiry  had  been  made,  Mn 
Canning  since^ tells  us  no,  and  yet,  wbil« 
he  admits  the  inefficieiicy  of  the  minister, 
ui^er  whom  the  Expedition  was  prepared, 
he  aits  calmly  by  and  aflpwt  him  i<s  take 
the  aui^erintendante  of  |wo  othf  r  Expedi? 
lions^  and  to  sepd  two  other  armies  tq  be 
wasted,  ntie  f|t  ^t^cfaefe^,  a^d  another  ji| 
Spain.     \\  ^a^  )^  ^\y  pf  tMt  Coofl  ^ 
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wfacn  Ibcnf  ti^  hftti  attacked  by  both 
psrtiea.  When  Coi.  Wardle  first  stood  up 
in  Mm  HoQse  of  Commops  he  had  not  one 
maA  to  support  h\m,  and  yet,  at  the  end^ 
lie  bad  1 25  with  him  ac^ain^it  both  parties. 
It  was  bis  (Mr.  W.'s)  firm  conviction  that 
the  country  could  not  stand  unless  the 
House  of  Commons  kept. a  vigilant  eye 
over  ministers,  ^y  passihg  a  Bill  to  pre- 
vent the  Sate  of  Seats  in  the  House  of 
CooHnon^  they  had  themselves  recognized 
the  existence  of  such  a  practice.  If  the 
Conrt  rescinded  this  Vote,  they  would 
thereby  pass  a  censure  on  Col.  Wardle, 
and  ciegrade  themselves  and  their  Consti- 
laents.  If  so,  he  hoped  meetings  of  the 
Citizens  w^uld  be  called  to  consider  of 
their  conduct.  If  they  acted  so  unwor- 
thily, hti  should  not  desire  again  to  have  a 
•eat  in  that  Court. 

Mr.  S.  Dixon  supported  the  motion. 
Mr.  KjsMRL£  disclaimed  any  intention 
•of  reflecting  upon  the  character  of  Mr. 
Wardle,  declaring  that  if  he  conceived 
the  Motion  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  sub- 
mit had  such  a  tendency,  he  would  imme- 
diately withdraw  it.  Mr.  Wardle  was  so 
aitoated  at  present,  that  he  would  feel  it 
m^ttst  to  make  any  attack  i^pon  him. 
Villi  opportunity  for  explanation  ought  in 
jystke  to  be  afibrded  him,  before  any 
llecisian  yfs  formed  against  him.  That 
Ibere  was  a  great  deal  nefressary  to  be  ex- 
plma^  was  obTioos^  and  be  had  no  doubt 
that  much  would  coaie  out  of  which  the 
pttblic  iHid  not  yet  the  least  idea.  As  to 
the  sentiments  of  the  Gentleman  on  the 
fliKMr,  (Mr.  Waithman),  he  must  say,  that 
tltlMiigb  he  approved  of  his  conduct  on 
(e^ptaia  oc^afU^ns,  h^  was  not  prepared  to 
ga  the  eptira  len^h  to  which  these  senti- 
laeiits  would  lead.  Ho  felt  himself  quite 
|ui  independent  man,  owing  no  favour  to; 
l^y  Miinster^  and  be  was  decidedly  hos- 
^elo  oonruption,  which  he  v^ould  have 
torn  up  by  the  roots;  but  the  learned 
Gentkn^an  cm  the  floor  bad  taught  him  a 
lesson,  hoip  cautious  he- should  be  a^  to  the 
company  with  which  he  acted,  in  prose- 
cntion  of  his  principles,  lest  he  should  be 
betrayed  farther  than  it  was  his  wish  to 

go- 
Mr.  Aklerman  Atkins  deprecated  the 
onqualiBed  pensure  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, which  the  Court  bad  heard  in  the 
course  of  the  debate. .  How,  he  would  ask, 
conld  it  be  consistently  maintained,  thai 
there  were  not  20  independent  Mem- 
bers in  that  Assembly,  when  it  wa^  recol- 
]et:ted;r  ^  ^^  Gentleman   h>nise[(^  y[ho 


made  the  assertion  quoted,  thai  1 25  Mem-r 
hers  voted  with  Mr.  Wardle ;  and  when 
its  conduct  in  Lord  Melville's  case  was 
taken  into  account,  there  he  would  ever 
contend  tint  the  independence  and  inte- 
grity  of  the  House  of  Commons — that  ils 
proud  support  (U'the  British  character,  was 
most  cm  ineptly  proved. 

Mr.  MiLLKRcniphatirally  contrasted  the 
conduct  pursued  by  cer{ain  Gentlemen, 
with  regard  to  the  ramily  of  the  King  and 
the  inteiest  of  the  Miuister.  When  it  was 
proposed  to  thank  Mr.  Wardlo  ft)r  his  op- 
position to  the  Duke  of  York,  these  Gen- 
tlemen, notwithiJtanding  t.11  their  vaunted 
loyally,  .were  silent  or  acquiescent;  but 
the  moment  the  interest  ot  the  Ptliiiister 
was  attacked,  up  started  this  party  to  raisa 
a  hue  and  cry  against  Mr.  Wardle.  It 
would  be  well  for  real  loyalists  to  consi- 
sider  this  contrast.  It  was  equally  mate- 
rial to  the  King  and  to  the  people  to  con- 
sider it,  and  to  examine  the  character  and 
motives  of  those  who  abused  Mr.  Wardle. 
They  must  be  stupid  indeed  who  could 
suppose,  that  that  abuse  sprung  from  any 
objection  to  vice,  or  any  regard  to  virtue. 
No,  Mr.  Wardle  was  not  abused,  because 
he  was  believed  to  be  wrong,  but  because 
he  was  known  to  be  right — and  if  he  had 
not  deserved  the  approbation  and  esteem 
of  good  men,  the  base  n\^nj  by  whon^  h^ 
was  abujsed,  would  have  been  his  pane- 
gyrists. But  Mr.  Wardle,  supported  bj 
the  people,  must  triumph  over  such  foes. 

Upon  the  question  being  put,  a  very 
decided  majority  appeared  in  fiivour  of 
the  Previous  Question. — We  could  not  iixz 
deed  perceive  more  than  five  hands  iz^ 
favour  of  Mr.  Kwble's  motion. 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Sweden  and  Russia. — Treaty  of  Peace  be-t 
tween  ikveden  and Musam,  Dated  B-llii^ 
September  J«09. 

In  the  name  of  the  Iloly  and  Undivided 
Trinity !  His  Majiesty  the  King  of  Sweden, 
and  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all  the 
Russias,  equally  animated  by  the  desire  of 
causing  the  advantages  of  peacb  to  suc- 
ceed to  the  calamities  of  war,  and  of  re- 
establishing harmony  and  good  under- 
standing between  their  states,  have,  to 
this  effect,  appointed  their  Plenipoten- 
tiaries; jtiamely,  his  Majpsty  the  King  of 
Sweden,  Baron  Count  Louis  Bogislas; 
Christopher  de  Stpdinck,one  of  the  Nobles 
of  the  kinpdon^  of  Sweden,  General  pf 
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Infantry  of  the  Sviredish  armies,  Knight  and 
Commander  of  the  Swedish  Orders,  Grand 
Cross  of  the  Order  of  the  Sword,  Knight 
of  the  Order  of  St.  Andrew,  of  St.  Alex- 
ander Newsky,  and  of  St.  Anne  of  the  first 
clasu ;  and  m,  Andrew  Frederick  Skojol- 
derand.  Colonel  and  Commander  of  the 
Order  of  the  Sword  :  and  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  Coaut  Nicholas 
Roman2ofF,  actual  Privy  Counsellor,  Mem- 
ber of  the  CcHincil  of  State,  Minister  for 
Foreign  Aflbirs,  Minister  of  Commerce, 
Senator,  actual  t^hamber)ain«  Knight  of 
ih&  Orders  of  St.  Andrew,  St  Alexander 
Newsky,  Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Wladitoir,  and  of  St.  Anne  of  the  First 
Ctassef{.  Grand  Eaffle  of  the  Legion  of  Ho- 
hout  of  France,  Knight  of  the  Royal 
Prussian  Orders  of  the  Black  Eagle  and 
Red  Eagle,  and  of  the  Royal  Dutcn  Order 
of  the  Union,  and  M.  bavid  Alopeus, 
actual  Chamberlam,  Knight  of  the  Grand 
Cross  of  the  Order  of  St.  Wladimir  of 
the  second  class,  and  of  St.  Anne,  of 
the  first; — who,  after  the  exchange  ol 
their  respective  full  powers,'  found  to  be 
good  and  in  due  form,  have  agreed  upon 
the  following  Articles : — 

Art.  I.  There  shall  henceforth  be  peace^ 
friibndship,  and  good  understanding  be- 
tween his  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden, 
and  hia  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all  the 
Russiaa.  The  high  contracting  parties 
will  make  it  their  chief  study  to  maints^in 
^a  perfect  hari»<io5^  ijetwoen  themselrea, 
their  atfelet^  and  subjects,  and  will  care- 
fully avoid  Whatever  may  hereaflcr  dts- 
turb  the  union  fo  |)appily  re-established. 

n.  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all  the 
RusMas  having  matdfested  the  invariable 
-reaokitMii  not  to  separate  his  iaterasls 
from  those  of  bia  allies,  and  his  Swedish 
Mtuesty  wishing  to  give,  in  favour  of  bis 
-iub|ects»  an  the  extent  poa^ible  to  the  ad- 
^aotagea  of  the  Peace,  promises  and  en- 
gagrs,  in  the  most  ioiemn  and  bindinjjf 
mannttr^  lo  f}«gi>ict  nothing  which,  on  hia 
part,  may  teui  to  the  prompt  conclusion 
[  tjl  Peace  betu  een  him  and  his  M^iesty 
the  Emperor  of  the  French,  Kmg  of  Italy, 
and  \m  l^laje^ty  the  King  of  Denmark  and 
Norway,  by  the  meant  of  the  direct  ne- 
gocijiiioD^  «itr?ady  comi&enced  with  these 

IIL  Hia  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden, 
in  order  to  give  an  evident  proof  of  hia  de- 
sire to  renew  the  most  intimate  relations 
with  the  auguft  alliea  of  hi^  Majesty  the 


Emperor  of  all  l!he  Btdssiai,'  praMlse»  to 
adhere  to  -the  continental  system,  with 
such  modifications  as  shall  be  more  par- 
ticularly stipufated  in  the  negociation 
which  is  about  to  he  opened  between 
Sweden,  France,  and  Denmark.— Meao> 
while,  bt^Swedish  Majesty  engages,  from 
the  evehiange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
preseotVreaty,  to  order  that  the  ports  of 
Ike  kiu^^dpfti  of  Sweden  <«hall  be  clofled, 
both  to  IWt  ships  of  wur  and  mt^rchanimeQ 
of  Great 'Vritain,  wiih  ihe  exception 'of  the 
imfjortation  of  salt  and  coU/nial  produc- 
tions, wjavh  habit  has  re?idered  neees* 
sary,to  ^  people  of  Sweden. — His  Ma- 
jesty tli6"*finperor  of  all  the  Rusnias  pro- 
mises be^^e-hand,  to  confront  to  every 
mofiification  .which  his  allies  maycMuidcr 
justr^ml  fit  to  be  admitted  in'farewof 
Sweden,  with  respect  to  commerce  nd 
mercantile  navigation. 

IV.  His  Majesty,  the  King  of  Sweden, 
as  weU  for  himself  as  for  his  successors  to 
the  throne  and  kingdom  of  Sweden,  re- 
nounces irrevocably  and  in  perpetuity, 
in  f  ivour  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  all 
all  the  Russias,  and  his  suecess<ffat&  the 
Throne  and  Empire  of  Russia,  all  hftririm 
and  ttika  to  the  Governmenis' ketmar 
specifted,  which  h^ve  been  cOii|Af((i 
from  the  Crown  of  Sweden  by  thifc  ii^^ 
of  his  Imperial  Majesty  in  the^  fnHem 
war,  najnely — ^The  Governments  *f  8** 
mena<4afd,  Nyland,  and  Tavas^hui;  Ai)o 
wni  %^4teba*rrr.  wiih  the  isTeS  AImmM^ 
volax  and¥<^i^,'Wa9a;  Uleabor|^**ii 
part  of  Well  BorhAia.  extedlKi^f  Wi» 
river  of  Tornea,  aa  sh«il  be  iM  1$^ 
aubsequecit  i^tide'infhe  deniari0|lM;<>f 
the  frontiers.^'niese  govt^rmnenis,  ^h 
all  tl)e  inhabft^ofs,  towns,  pdrts,  hAt4K^f 
villages  atid  islands,  as  well  as  aH  Ae  dl- 
pendencie<),  prewgatives,  nghts>  and  fcnii- 
lumeots,  aliall  |ienceforth  belong,  in  fvli 
pTopa*-ty  aiid  flfovereignty,  fo  the  Ba>pir« 
of{tuH.«ia,  anfl'shall  remain  ittc«iY)orated 
Miih  it— To  thiir  effffot  his  Mijityth* 
IKing  of  Sweden  promises^  ift  the  m«t 
solet#it  and  ebUgalory  kmttM^  aa  well 
for  himself  8»  fer  Km  soeceaaora,  1^  ^^ 
the  kTjtgdoan  of  Swe<len,  never  to  nui^ 
my  claim,  direct  or  indireet,  on  the  «M 
govfrrninents,  provincei  inlands,  and  icf- 
ritoriea,  atf  the  inhsbkants  of  which  lialli 
in  virtue  of  this  renunciation,  be  r^itPf^ 
from  the  homage  and  oath  of  fidelity  by 
which  they  were  bound  to  the  Crown  « 
Swadett^  (To  be  coiUmued.) 
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**  t\%e  defect  of  Repr«»spntfttioD  is  the  naiional  disuse  ;  and,  unlen  yt>u  apply  a  remecly  directly  tp 

**  tliat  diiesM,  yOQ  uuut  inevitably  tak«  the  coasequ^mces  with  which  it  is  pregrpant Wuhoui  a 

*-  fbrlMfiMUafy  i^</«r«i  the  B4t'on  will  be  PLUNGEH  INTO  NEW  WARS;  wiihoaia  Parliamintarr 
^  Refcrm  y<H»  CANNOT  BE  3AVK  AQAINST  BAD  MINlSt££S,  oor  caa  good  mimttere  be  of  ittf 
*•  to  you.     Ko  HONRSr  man  can,  accordiog  to  the  present  system,  continoe  miuitter." 

Ma.  Pirr'i  Sp^ch,  1782. 
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TO   TilX 
lNt>lBPB{n>|ttlT   {^EOfVS   OF  HaM^SHIHI. 

i^riw  rv. 

Partiamenicay  R^brm* 

.  ^y  %(klp^B9f$  to  yoq,  upontbU  fobjec^ 
hRV^  fpr  8om«  oioiiit)^  been  discoirttDued 
tf^  account  of  other  oMitier  having  forced 
ita^ll'  apoii  tJ^  fittblic  at^Diioa.  Now 
wo  may  rotdme  the  iliscosston  without 
apMich  da#ig^  of  its  being  iniervupted  by 
t^  inl.9l>e9i(  e^pitei^  by  warlike  events, 
ij^PIg  that,  itt^er  what  we  ha?e  now  se^m 
i^lj^i  W9y»  th^re  can  happoii  iMthing  of 
t|^  M>rt»  capable  of  exciUQg  pur  wonder, 
tit  roqs'rag  our  indignation.  Sinqe  the. 
4|^  #f  iny  Tbibo  Letter  ;  that  is  to,  say, 
^^hl^a  the  abort  space  of  ^is  looolh?,  we 
]|#ite  seen,  1.  Tbewar  ^rnl  tbe  peace^  be- 
gKli  ^d  concluded  in  Austria*  2.  We 
.  Siiif%jMm  ih^  camiMtfgn  ia  -the  sonibfrn 
peninsula,  th^  destructive  campaign  in 
Spain  and  Portugal,  and  tbe  list  of  titles 
bjosiowed  upon  our  commander.  3.  We 
hure  seen  the  aplendid  and  euormotisly 
ejcpensi.ve  embassy  to  Spain.  4.  We 
bare  seen  tbe  Walcheren  J^cpeditiou^  for 
th0  achievements  of  which,  as  well  as  for 
thoae  of  Baron  Douro,  tbe  Park  and 
Tawer  guns  were  fired^  and  government 
ilUiminations  wore  made,  in  token  of  joy. 
5*  We  have  seen,  one  week,  materials 
(even  to  brick  and  mortar)  and  workmen 
shipped  off  for  ibe  purpose  of  building 
barracks  wherein  to  lodge  our  troops  in 
Uift  island  of  Walcheren^  and,  the  next 
we^k,  w«  have  seen  it  staUd,  that  these 
tioopa  are  ordered  to  evacuate  the  island. 
iMk  abort,  six  such  monlhs  for  military 
Invents;  six  moatha  of  such  importance  <o 
tbe  wm-ld  have,  I  am  pretty  confident, 
never  been  befone,  though  my  opinion  is, 
tbattbe  next  six,  after  this  winter,  will  not 
be  less  important.  Well,  GenUem^,  now, 
l^  bac)c  ^er  these  six  last  mont^  not  for - 
^a^ing  ibM  mt  pi  th^  ministtn  raaaaiaed 
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in  otiice  along  with  another  of  them,  and 
fufiered  that  other  to  plan  and  executa 
tb^  terrible  expedition  to  Walcheren, 
while  tb^  former  carried  in  hia  pocket  a 
promi^  o£  the  dismiasal  of  the  latter, 
upon  the  ground  of  his.  unfitness  for  bit 
ofice  ;^  not  forgett'mg,  I  say,  that  mil* 
liona  of  our  taxes  and  the  liires  of  thousanda 
of  our  countrymen  were  committed  to  the 
united  counciU,  Xo  the  co-openum^  wta« 
dooa,  of  men  whose  jealousy  and  liatred 
of  each  other  lugjed  them,  at  last,  to  shoot 
at  each  other's  heads:  look  back  over 
these  six  last  months  ;  then,  read  my ' 
piotto;  and  then  ask  yourselves,  whethv 
jyiNihave  not  there  before  you  the  Urnue 
^od  the  remedy, 

\  When  Pitt  uttered  tbe^  words  he  did 
)not  ibresee,  that  he  himself  should  go  so 
far  in  the  way  of  fulblltng  them.  He 
could  hardly  have  foreseen,  tiiat,"  without 
''a  Reform/'  he  should  become  minister, 
and  <'  cotifirme*'  fuch  for  nearly  twenty 
years ;  had  he  foreseen  this,  he  would  not 
have  declared,  that,  unthaul  a  r^arm,  no 
honm  tnan  could  xantimte  ministar,  Wa 
are  now  ia  a  situation  to  render  this  sab* 
ject  particularly  interesting,  because  wa 
have  the  practical  coi^sequances  before  our 
eyes.  A  ofuutgc  qfmiaUtry  is  called  for  by^ 
some  pejvotis,  as  the  means  of  saving  the 
nation  ;  or,  at  least,  of  ai&rdiag  ^  it  a 
chance  of  salvation  ;  but,  Pitt,  in  this  me* 
morable  speech,  told  us,  that,  "  withont^ 
"  a  Pariiament;ii-y  Reform,  coem  good  nU^ 
*' fasten  would  beqfno  use/'  a  troth  which, 
I  think,  none  but  such  persons  as  the  Edtn* 
burgh  Reyirwera,  that  is  to  say,  those 
who  profit,  or  seek  to  profit,  from  corrup* . 
tion,  %vill  attempt  to  deny. 

There  cannot,  I  think,  be  tbe  sm^dleat 
doubt,  that  it  is^owing  to  t^a  want  of  a 
representation  of  tbe  people,  that  this  na- 
tion has  been  plun^  into  ^ew  wars  awl 
expejfsive  and  oaeleasand  inglorious  wars;' 
for,  indeed,  itk  manifest,  that  almost  con-r 
stant  war  ia  necessary  to  the  present  S3ra- 
tam«  war  being  the  four€4  pi  auob  endlnaa- 
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means  of  influenca.     But,  lo  take  a  recciit 
instance  or  two,  is  it  not  notorious,  that 
ibe  ^ar  for  Ferdinand  VII,  a  war  which 
hais  already  cost  us  so  nxany  miHions  in 
taxes  and  so  many  thousanils  of  valuable 
lives,  a  war  the  events  of  which  make  one 
shudder  with  horror ;  is  it  not  notorious^ 
that  this  war  was  never  approved  of  by 
the  people  of  this  kinpjdom,  who  were  will- 
ing to  make  any  sacrifices  for  the  purpose 
of  restoring  the  liberties  of  Spain,   and  of 
defending  them   against  Buonaparte,  but 
who  abhorred  the  idea  of  aiding  in  the  per- 
petuating of  Spanish  bondage  f   The  Edin- 
burgh Reviewers  have  asserted,  that  the 
piople  have  to  thank  ikemsehes  for  the  Na- 
tional   Debt,  for  that  they  have   always 
urged  the  government  to  make  war:    That 
every  one  of  the  wars  of  this  reign  has 
been  a  war  of  the  people.  **  The  people !" 
What  a  shame  for  men  of  talents  thus  to 
prostitute  those  talents  !    The  people  I    In 
what  way  did  the  people  express  their  ap- 
probation of  this  war  for  Ferdinand?    I 
need  not  put  the  question  to  these  of  you, 
Gentlemen,  who  happen  to  li\'e  at  Win- 
chester, aud  who  saw  some  two  score  of 
•ycopbantic  clergymen  and  tax-gatherers 
and  barrack-masters  and  dock-yard  con- 
trsictors  trooping  to  St.  John's' House  at 
the  heels  of  George  Rose,  and  there,  call- 
ing themselves  a  county  mMing,  passing,  in 
the'form  of  an  Address  to  the  King,  an  appro- 
bation of  the  war  just  then  resolved  upon,  and 
which  Address  was  brought  ready  manu- 
factured, in  the  pocket  of  the  sat  a  George 
Rote,  or  some  one  acting  under  his  direc- 
tion.    Now  is  it  not  baseness  to  the  last 
degree  for  any  well-infurmed  man  to  call 
this  the  voice  of  the  people  of  Hampshinf 
Our  voice,  as  you  well  know,  was  directly 
Bgainst  such  a  war ;  and,  indeed,  our  in- 
terests must  be  eternally  opposed  to  every 
project,  calculated,  as  this  was,  to  produce 
a  waste  of  national  resources,  without  the 
•mallest  chance  of  effecting  any  good  pur- 
pose whatsoever.     It  is  not  so  with  the  far 
greater  part  of  those,  who  assemble  upon 
such  occasions.     They  have  an   interest 
net  only  separate  from,  hot  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to,  oar  interests.     To  them  every  ad- 
dition to  ilie  taxes  (no  matter  from  what 
cause)  M  a  benefit,  because  the  gain  of  most 
of  them  is  in  proportion  ^  the  amount  of 
the  taxes.      Ant),  wh-ich   applies  to  tfip 
whole  of  them,  they,  at  any  rate,   have  in 
'view  some  place,  peasionjor  emolument 
from  the  ministry  of  the  day,  and,  there- 
fore, they  OBght  not  to  be,  in  such  a  cose, 
sidered  as  speaking  the  voice  of  the 


people,  nor,  indeed,  of  any  portion  of  the 
people. 

It  was  my  intention,  at  this  time,  mere- 
ly to  point  out  to  you  some  of  the  con- 
sequences, which  \ve  have,  at  tlds  momcru, 
betbre  us,  of  a  want  of  a  Parliaracutaiy 
Reform ;  but,  an  advertisement,  which  I 
have  just  seen,  for  a  county-meeting  in 
Berkshire  "  to  consider  of  an  Address, 
{'  congratulating  his  Majesty  on  '/s  enter- 
"  ing  the  50th  year  of  his  reign,"  induces 
me  to  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  a  few 

words  upon  that  subject. If  there  should 

be  a  meeting  called  'xxv'tkh  comity  for  a 
similar  purpose,  and  if  the  Address,  there 
proposed,  should  contain,  whether  ex- 
pressly or  by  implication,  any  praise  of  the 
ministers  and  measures  of  this  most^unforlu- 
nate  and  calamitous  reign,  it  will  be  our 
duty  to  demand  an  alteration  in  such  Ad- 
dress. There  is  not  a  man  of  us  who  will  be 
disposed  to  dissent  from  any  expression  of 
good  wi>hes  or  of  duty  towardshis  Majesty; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  that  we  "  congrato- 
*»  late  him  upon  his  having  entered  on 
««  the  50th  year  of  his  reign  ;"  at  the  samt 
time  that  we  express  our  fidelity  to  him 
as  our  sovereign,  it  will  be  perfectly 
proper  for  os  to  express  our  unfeigned 
regret,  that,  during  the  whole  of  bis 
reign,  he  has  never  had  but  very  few  ser- 
vants, in  whom  the  people  confided,  arid 
that  every  set  of  his  servants  have  been, 
by  their  successors,  accused  of  want  of 
honesty  as  well  ai»  want  of  wisdom  ;  so 
that,  each  set  of  servants,  have  made  false 

assertions,  or  every  set  have  been  bad. 

I  trust,  that  we  shall  not  keep  away  from  thip 
meeting  (if  one  should  take  place)  merely 
becau-c  it  may  be  called  by  others.  It  \k 
a  lime  of  the  year  when  most  men  have 
<.onie  leisure.  My  derided  opinion  »?, 
ihut  it  is  iiupossihie  for  George  Rose  and 
all  his  umkrlings  to  pack  a  meeting  in 
such  a  way  as  to  Obtain  any  thing  resem- 
bling a  mnjorify,  unless  they  were  to  hire 
carts  and  wi^ggons  and  actually  brin^'  n[> 
loads  from  the  Dock-ynrds  and  the  Bar- 
racks ill  the  Is'.e  of  Wight.  Indeed,  they 
cannot  do  it :  let  \\\e yeomanry  act  as  they 
did  uj.nn  the  Lisl  occasion,  and  there  is  not 

the  smalhst  doubt  of  their  success. • 

This  (ounty  has  long  been  regarded  as 
Iwiug  full  as  much  at  the  minisiers^nodas 
if  it  were  a  rotten  borough.  It  was  only 
because  it  had  lent  itself  to  faction. 
Kvery  man  almost  was  persuaded  to  attach 
himself  to  one  faction  or  the  other,  and 
thus  became  a  political  slave  of  bis  own 
accord.    This  is  not  now  the^case.    W« 
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now  think,  each  man  of  us  for  hhnself, 
aod  we  have  proved  to  the  nation,  that 
Hampshire  is  yet  a  little  more  dear  to  us 
than  Hanover, — .—I  beg  leave  to  add  one 
caution.  The  factions  may,  perhaps, 
sC^ee  to  call  together  only  the  Noblemen, 
Ge$ulemtn,  Clergy,  and  Freeholders,  But, 
they  have  no  power  of  exclusion.  Every 
man,  who  can  possibly  attend,  shotild 
attend,  and  no  one  dare  attempt  to  set  his 
-v^ice  aside.  There  are  thousands  of  per- 
sons, who  have  copy-hold,  or  lease-hold, 
lands,  or  who  have  good  personal  pro- 
perty, though  they  have  nothing  of  what 
i9  cil\td  frediold;  but,  will  such  persons 
be  weak  enough  to  keep  away  from  a 
county-meeting  upon  that  account,  and 
thus  tacitly  sanction  the  abom-inablc  abuse, 
of  which  we  complain,  and  which  abuse 
aeU  a  ibrty-shilliug  freeholder,  who  is  not 
Qufiequently  a  pauper,  above  the  copy  or 
lease  holder,  or  the  man  in  trade,  or  the 
farmer,  who  it*,  perhaps,  worth  thousands 
of  pounds,  and  who  pays  in  taxes  every 
year,  or,  perhaps  three  or  four  times  a 
year,  more  than  the  fee-simple  of  the 
forty-shilling  freeholder's  property  is 
worth.— ——No:  i  trust,  that  there  are,  at 
this  day,  very  few  indeed  of  the  yeomanry 
and  tradesmen  of  this  county,  who  are  to 
be  thus  deceived,  or  thus  intimidated, from 
doing  their  duty.  Every  man  in  the 
county  has  a  nght  to  attend  a  county 
meeting,  and,  for  this  reason,  that  no  one 
ha«  a  right  to  put  any  question  to  him  as 
to  what  is  the  nature  of  his  property. 
Those  who  pay  no  tuxes,  indeed,  if  any 
sach  could  be  found,  might,  with  some 
shew  of  reason,  be  objected  to.  At  a 
meeting,  some  time  ago,  at  Readings  it 
^i^aa  asked  whether  there  were  any  but 
Jretkolders  m  the  Hall;  whereupon  Mr. 
Hallett  said  :  **  If  there  be  any  man 
**  here  who  does  not  pay  taxes,  in  one 
<'  shape  or  another,,  let  him  withdraw.^' 

A  lauffh  ensued,  and  all  stood  fast. 

This  ts  the  principle  whereon  to  act  in 
such  a  case.  There  is  no  one  who 
bas  authority  to  examine  inU>  any  per- 
son's qualification.  No  one  has  authority 
to  bid  another  go  away ;  and,  therefore, 
I  trust,  that  any  trick  intended  to  make 
the  meeting  thin,  will  be  defeated.  • 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  friendy 

W*«.  COBBETT. 
Botley,  22  Nod.  1809. 
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the  occnsions,  upon  which  I  have  endea* 
voorecL  to  guard  my  readers  against  a  be- 
lief of  the  reports,  published  in  this  coun- 
try,  relative  to  the  pretended  misery  ancl ' 
disaffection  of  the  people  in  France;  which' 
reports  have    been  repeated,  perhaps,  a 

thousand   times. The  mischief  of  this 

delusion,  is,  that  it   leads   people  to  rely  ' 
upon  what  is  not  true,  and  disposes  them' 
to  slacken  in  their  exertions  for  their  conn* 
try's  defence.     To  be   deceived,  in  any 
thing,  is  mrschievous ;    but  every  decep-  ' 
tion  of  this  sort  is  peculiarly  so.— —Most  of* 
the  attempts  to  deceive  the  public  in  this 
way  have   been    gross   enough;    but,    I 
do  not,  at  present,  rocoHect  any  one  so 
very  gross  as  that,  which  I  am  about  to' 
make  a  subject   of  comment ;  and^  what 
makes  it  the  more  necessaiy  to  be  com- ' 
mented  on,  is,  that  it  found  its  way  to  the 
public  through  the  pages  of  the  Morning 
Chrojucle,  which  introduced  it  iu  a  mar* 
ner  calculated  to  give  it  as  much  credit  as* 
possible.     The  introductory  words  of  the 

editor  are  as  follows : **  The  Packet  of 

*'  French  Papers  which  should  have  been 
'*  delivered  to '  us  on  Monday  evening, 
''  reached  our  hands  yesterday  morning. 
"  It  has  furnished  us  with  a  regular  set  of 
"  the  Courier  de  I' Europe  down  to  the  ith 
'f  inst.  and  what  is  of  more  importance,  with 
"  a  particular  detail  of  the  present  state 
'*  of  France,  written  by  a  Gentleman  who 
"  has  had  the  best  means  of  observation,' ^nd 
*'  upon  whose  authority  we  can  IMPIi* 

''  CITLY  RELY. ^The  following  is  the 

"  substance  of  his  private  letter  to  uar" 

Now,   who,  from   this  introduction, 

would  not  suppose,  that  a  detatl  was  about 
to  be  given,  worthy  of  public  reliance  } 
The  editor  says,  that  he  himself  implicisfy 
relies  upon.it;  he  c^\\%  \i  in^}ortant ;  and 
he   says  his  correspondent  has   had  the  = 

best  means  of  observation. ^The  article 

is  taken  from  the  Morning  Chronicle  of 
the  15th  insUBt.  I  think  it  necessary  to 
be  particular;  for,  really,  it  is  hard  to  be- 
lieve, and  I  could  blame  no  one  for  doubt- > 
ing  in  the  existence  of  such  a  publication.- 
Besides,  it  contains  a  statement  respecting 
the  conduct  of  English  prisoners  of  war 
in  France,  of  which  I  should  be  very  sony 
to  be  suspected  as  the  author,  or  even  the 
promulgator ;  for,  if  the  fact  stated  bo 
true,  it  is  indeed  ol*  importance,  but  of  a 

m^st  disgraceful  nature. Here,  then, 

is  that  detail^  <^n  whioh  the  editor  of  thev 
Morning  Chronicle  places  impUcii  reliance* 
— -JFhe  date,  as  to  place,  is  blank  :    the 

time  isthc4thofNoveinb#G^>t5fc^**<*^* 
2  8^  <- 
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"  part^  passed  through  Meaax,  on  the 
''  9tith  October,  at  throe  o'clock;  be  ap- 
*'  peared  unusually  pale  and  fatigaed ;  a 
"  handkerchief  was  tied  round  his  head  ; 
"on  a  faint  cry  of  Vive  Napoleon !  Vive 
''  r  Empereur !  he  scarcefy  nodded  his  head. 
"  Hb  baggage  was  on  its  route  for 
"Bayonne — troops  marching  from  all 
"  {Mtrts  of  the  North  for  Spain.  He  goes 
"  afcer  the  meeting  of  the  Senate.  Joseph 
"  Buoniparte  is  to  be  King  of  Italy.  Spain 
"  to  be  treated  as  a  conquered  country, 
**  and  divided  into  twelve  Governments. 
**  .*.r-H-..3oauharnoi8  Is  to  be  King  of  Po- 
'^  land  ;  that  part  lately  wrested  from  the 
"  Aufltrians  to  form   a  part  of  the  king- 

"  dom. 'Not  a  light  more  than  the  ordi* 

**  nary  lamps  were  seen  at  Paris  on  the  an- 
"  nouncing  of  peace,  nlthoogh  the  Moni- 
"  teuf  boa»tf»d  of  a  general  joy  and  iilu- 
"  nioation ;  no  such  thing ;  the  Pinrisians 
't  are  as  indifferent  to  any  peace  on  the  Con- 
'•  aaent  as  the  Khann  ^  Tartary.  They 
"  compiain  loudly  ff  the  Corsican*s  am^ 
<*  bition;  pi-ay  for  peace  with  £ngiand, 
''  Vfkh  vfkom  tltey  mre  not  enemies.  It  is  the 
«'  Corsican  himself,  and  those  who  are  er- 
'*  joying  military  rank  and  place,  that  are 
"Jbr  war  ^  Imt  they  wish  for  repose.  There 
'*  is  no  Commerce ;  Paris  presents  perfect- 
*^  ly  splendid  misery;  a  J^m  carriages,  and 
"  those  by  no  means  convey  any  great  tcfeo  ^ 
'^^riehes.  Every  trader  readily  carries 
*^  bis  merchandize  35  or  30  per  cent,  for 
f<-i«ady  money.  Cofifee,  sugar,  cloth,  all 
'*  cotton  manufactures,  augment  amazingly 
''  in  price.  The  t/ieatrts  not  ba^ftill,  ex- 
". «cpt  in  thef>it.  Bills  me  stuck  up  every 
"  Tiight  at  St.  Ck>ud,  Malmaison,  and  in 
'^  the  streets,  that  the  police  me  empioyed 
**  taking  d0iDn,  The  farmers  ruimd,  can- 
•^  not  pay  their  servants  or  tbegr  labourers, 
'*  but  in  WithA,xj)heat  being  so  cheap  and plmti- 
*'fuU  Where  they  dare  speak,  I  nener  xoas 
"  witness  to  so  muck  discontent,  in  every  de- 
**  partment ;  and  this  new  vaU  of  5t»,000 
**  men  (which  will  be  treble)  has  filled  up 
'•  their  cup  qf  sorrow.  The  flower  of  tte 
'^  army  is  cut  off.  The  Imperial  G«ard, 
''  not  one  out  of  ten,  that  left  Paris  in  April 
*^  last,  returned  without  loss  of  limb  or  severely 
'^  wowuted:  theprinataundtubultem^oers 
'*  epeeth  freely.  His  army  is  composed  of 
**  thousands  of  Prussians,  whom  he  took 
"  prisoners,  and  never  sofS^red  to  return,  vk 
"  violation  of  the  treaty  of  peace.  The 
**  conscripts  woviid  and  maim  themseYvei 
♦^  to  |H-event  aervrag,— The  new  public 
*•  works  are  not  paid  for  ♦  tlie  ^^erson 
-  ^bo  ifi  repairing  4be  ThttlMem^ii^  ^oc 


*'  has  not  been  paid  a  sous  since  two  years, 
"  and  then  on  Government  bonds  at  more 
"•than  12  per  cent,  discounts — Sir  Tbomai 
**  Lavie  was  thrown  into  prison  and  con- 
'*  veyed  at  four  in  the  morning  to  St.  Me- 
"  nehould,  a  small  fortification  near  Ver- 
"  dun  \  his   papers    seized^  and    no  om 
"  knew  for  why — a  mogt  wicked  breach 
**  of  good  faith,   almost  as  wicked  as  <m 
"  detention  cf  the  Corsienn.     They  treat 
"  our  j>risoners  with    uncommon  cntdq; 
*'  thumb-screwed,  a  clutinroimd  tluir  necksesd 
**  bodies,  conducted  from   brigade  to  bri- 
"gade;    nothing  but  bread,  no  wine,  so 
"  beer,  no  meat,  oftentimes  without  suaw, 
'*  and    put  into  dungeons  full  qf  xcaier! 
"  chained    often   with    galley   slave*  er 
*'  other    criminals.      This    severity    hm 
"forced  many   to  enter  puo  their  se^tkc; 
"  dOO    akeady  dotked  and  armal  passed 
**  through  Meauzfor  Bayonne*     Tk^  swore 
^'  to  me  ihey  would  desert ;  ahoce  SO  had. 
'*  I  am   sore,  poor  feUows,  they  entered 
'*  into  the  service  vmk  m*  otlter  view  thoM 
'<  runmng  away;    but,   alas  !    I  fear  they 
"will   never  wcceed." .Now,  this  de- 
tail does,   i  think,   come   completely  up 
to  the  iufstructions  ^vrii  by  Sir  Toby  to 
his  brother  knight,  when  ihc  latter  is  about 
to  write  a  chalienge  to  his  auppoeed  rival : 
"  Let  it  be  cur^  and  brief ;  have  as  many 
"  lies   as  wHl  Ire  in  thy  sheet  of  paper; 
"  let  tbeve    be   gall  enough  in  thy  iak, 
<'  thovgh  thou  write  with  a  goose  pen." 

Let  as   pass  over   the  fiiint  cry  of 

Vive  Napoleon,  and  ahto  the  dim  illumina- 
tion at  Paris,  adoiitthig,  for  the  sake  of 
avoiding  dispute,  that  the  accounts,'  which 
the  Moniteur  gives  of  the  joy  and  ©ntbasi- 
astic  loyalty  oif  the  people  of  France,  tw 
jost  about  as  true  as  those,  given  by  the 
Morning  Post  and  otdier  hireling  priats, 
in  similar  cases,  on  Ibis  side  of  the  water. 
Letsws^low,  too,  the  assertion,  that ihe peo- 
ple of  Paris  ape  ^^ite  indifierent  about  any 
peace  upon  the  continent^  ami  that  they 
pray  for  peace  with  us,  whom  they  love 
most  cord^arty,  and  further  that  they  cou- 
dain  l0ydly  of  the  Corsican's  ambition. . .  • 
But,  stay  !  We  must  be  cautious  how  we 
beheve  *bh.;  bedaoae  our  authentic  gm- 
tieman  has,-4ii»  other  parts  of  his  letter, 
told  us  that  it  is  only  certain  pemons 
who  dare  speak,  Were  seems  to  be  a  little 
contradiction.;  and^  -indeed,  if  it  be  trae, 
that  the  Palislaas  do  loudly  complain  of 
the  Corsican's  ambition,  they  talee  greater 
liberties  ivtth  their  sovereign  than  we 
ever  dowhh  ours,  of  whom  Bone  ofm  ever 
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seen  some  liUle  slaughter  of  our  country- 
men, and  though  this  war  as  well  tis  the 
last  was  bcgttn  by  our  government.  If, 
there ftM-e,  the  people  of  France  do  loudly 
complain  of  the  conduct  of  their  sove- 
reign, the  people  of  France  are  not  in  a 

state  of  slavery  so  very  complete. So, 

amongst  the  proof  of  raiser^^,  the  "  thtatrcs 
**  are  not  htfffuU,*'  How  are  our  theatres  T 
"  Tlie  police  arc  employed  taking  down." 
How  aie  our  police  employed?  Qh ! 
what  unfortunate  strings  to  touch  upon 
just  at  this  time!  But,  what  are  we  to 
think  of  what  this  authentic  gentleman 
iays  about  the  los^^es  in  t/ie  army  f  "  The 
"  flowtr  of  the  army  is  cut  off.**  Good 
God  !  and  is  that  a  subject  of  discontent  in 
France  ?  Are  we  to  believe,  that  that  will 
cause  the  people  to  Jutte  their  sovereign  ; 
and  are  we  to  believe  this  too,  just  at  this 
time,  when  we  are  still  hearing  the  ac- 
ro'mts  of  the  Jubilee  through  the  besotted 
colunms  of  the  hired  prints  7  Do  the  peo- 
jde  ot  France  charge  their  sovereign  with 

the  hlood  of  his,  armies  ? -"  Not  one  in 

*'  ten  that  left  Paris,  in  April  last,  without 
**  losi  qf  limb,  or  severely  tuoundwd."  Well, 
and  what  then  ?  But,  really,  one  can 
scarcely  help  thinking,  that  this  corres- 
pondent of  the  Morning  Chronicle  was 
writing  ironically,  Alas!  the  French 
army,  thmigh  very  likely  their  loss  and 
their  suflerlngs  have  been  great,  have  not 
fought  and  bled  and  suffered  in  vain  : 
they  have  returned,  though  few  jn  number, 
perhaps,  covered  with  ghty  and  not  with 
disgrace.  The  Emperor  of  France  may  hold 
up  his  conquests  as  the  price  of  his  people^s 
sacrifices.  He  may  say  to  them,  that, 
if  he  has  called  upon  them  for  great  ser- 
vices, ami  great  pecuniary  sacrifices,  he 
has  given  them  in  exchange  perfect  ie- 
ctaity.  His  people  dread  no  enemy.  They 
are  haunted  with  no  fears  of  mvasion. 
They  are  not  filled  with  alarms.  They 
are  not  in  doubt  as  to  what  may  be  their 
fate  in  six  months  from  any  given  day. 
They  are,  in  short,  in  a  settled  state  of 
things,  and  they  have  as  much  of  glory  as 

is  necessary  even  for  them. raris,  it 

seems,  according  to  the  notions  of  this 
writer,  is  in  a  state  of  splendid  misery,  and, 
as  a  proof  of  it,  he  tells  us^  that  there  arc 
but  very  few  carriages.  This  writer  forgets 
the  passage,  wherein  Goldsmith,  who 
was,  I  take  it,  full  as  sound  a  political  phi- 
losopher as  this  gentleman ;  he  forgets  the 
passage,  wherein  this  poet  so  justly,  so 
poetically,  and  so  feelingly  describes  the 
wisery,  which  neyer  fails  to  accompany 


the  "  rattlipg  chariots'  clash,  thetorctes' 
"  glare.'*  Perhaps  th^re  is  no  remark  that' 
could  have  been  made,  better  calculated 
than  this,  to  give  a  reflecting  man  a  fa- 
vourable opinion  of  the  change,  which  the 
last  seventeen  years  has  introduced  into 
France.  The  tault  here  is,  that  it  is  all 
carriages,  all  rattle  and  glare,  in  the  pub- 
lic parts  of  the  metropolis,  while,  every 
where  else,  real  misery  prevails ;  while 
the  poor-rates  and  the  number  of  paupers 
are  daily  augmenting;  and  while  the 
whole  nation  is  so  heavily  burdened  with 
taxes,  that  no  man  can  scarcely  call  any 
thing  his  own. As  if,  however,  the  ab- 
sence of  carriages  from  the  streets  of  Pa- 
ris ;  as  if  the  disappearance,  or>  at  least, 
the  diminution  of  luxury  ;  as  if  this  were 
not  sufficient  to  convince  us  of  the  misay, 
existing  in  France  ;  as  i(,  to  convince  us 
that  the  people  of  France  are  in  a  misera** 
ble  state,  it  were  not  sufficient  to  tell  us 
that  thev  are  not  in  danger  of  being  tram- 
pled unier  foot  by  the  horses  of  loan-job- 
bers, jews  and  contractors ;  as  if  this  wer« 
inadequate  to  the  giving  of  us  a  just  no- 
tion of  the  misery  of  the  French  people^ 
this  gentleman  tells  us  ...  .  what,  think 
you,  reader  ?  You  have  seen,  or  y9u  never 
would  have  guessed  at  it,  if  you  had  kept 
on  guessing  to  the  end  of  your  life.  H^ 
gives  us  as  a  proof  of  the  misery  of  the  peo» 
pie  of  France,  the  fact  of  *'  wheat  BEING 
''  SO  CHEAP  AND  SO  PLENTIFUL.'' 
There  it  a  proof  of  misery!  There  is  a 
probfbf  national  misery,  and  of  the  terrible 
effects  of  the  change  that  has  taken  place 
in  France !  Have  a  care,  Sir,  how  you  pro- 
mulgate such  proofs  of  French  misery ; 
for  they  might  produce,  in  England,  effect^ 
that  you  do  not  appear  to  be  aware  o^ 
especially  if  the  quartern  loaf  should  hap- 
pen to  rise  to  half  a  crown  or  two  shillings. 

This  is,  to  be  sure,  a  most  curious 

symptom  of  national  misery,  and  no  le$$ 
curious  a  source  of  national  discontent* 
We  now  know,  then,  what  it  is  these  gen- 
tleinen  mean  when  they  talk  of  nationa) 
misery,  national  ruin,  national  destructioi;!^ 
and  the  like.  They  mean  that  state  of 
things,  in  which  there  are  few  coaches 
and  chariots  and  landaus  and  curricles^ 
but  in  which  there  is  plenty  of  bread. 
They  mean  that  state  of  things,  in  whicfa 
there  are,  comparatively  speaking,./etc;^>er- 
sons  who  live  if  on  tlte  taxes ;  few  persons 
who  live  upon  the  fruit  of  the  labour,  of 
of  the  estates,  of  others.  This  is  wbal 
they  mean  by  national  misery  and  destruc* 
tion ;  but^  I  would  advise  tben^  if  thtf 
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really  have  discoTered  this  to  be  the  case 
in  France,  to  **  keep  their  own  council ;" 
for  that,  even  with  the  aid  of  ihefee-loso- 
p/iee  of  the  J'Minburgh  Reviewers,  they  will 
never  persuade  the  people  of  En<]jland, 
tliat  the  sight  of  tlie  fine  carriages  of  jews 
and  contractors  is  preferable  to  plenty  of 

bread. But,  it  seems,  this  nbund(ince  qf 

Kheat  has    ruined    the  farmers, ^\Veli, 

then,  what  pretty  fellows  we  must  hv,  who 
have,  in  our  Common  Prayer  Book  Forms  of 
Thanksgiving  for  Plentcousness  ?  All  the 
maxims  of  the  world  are  wrong,  thon?^ 
People  should  pray  to  be  guarded  acainst 
abundant  crops  ?  The  arts  of  tilliii^i;  and 
manuring,  and  the  anxieties  of  tlic  hus- 
bandman, are,  then,  all  worse  than  use- 
less?—— "  The  farmers  are  ruined,  wheat 
being  so  cheap  and  plentiful'^  If  it  be 
jjlentiful,  it  will,  of  course,  be  chenp. 
One  IS  a  consequence  of  the  other; 
but,  that  tho  growers  of  corn  should  he 
ruIiK'd  by  the  abundance  of  prodiice  is 
an    absurdity  too  gross   to   be    tolerated 

^  for   one    mopient. They  cannot,    we 

aretfltl,  " />.;j/ their  servants  or  their  la- 
l^ourers,  i;f<  in  kind.**  It  was  well  our  gen- 
tleman, *'  who  ha^  the  best  mciins  of  infor- 
mation/' put  in  this  saving  fcnlcnceatthe 
end.  Sad  state,  to  be  sure ;  the  farmers 
liavenothing  but  corn,  that  is  to*i3iy^7iothing 
but  the  means  of  making  yboJ  aiid  drink, 
to  g!ve  to  tlieir  sc.ivanls,  and  labourers; 
and  those  means  they  have  in  such  abund- 
ance that  Uuy  do  not  know  what  to  do 
with  them? — ^Ohl  wretched  farmers! 
miserable  labourers  !  Unfortunate  people 
of  IVance,  such  are  the  elFects  of  that 
chr.nge,  which  has  driven  from  amongst 
you  the  loan-jubbcrs,  farmers  of  taxes, 
contractors,  Jew-brokers,  and  all  tho>;e, 
whom  in  former  times,  you  had  the  honour 
of  seeing  drive  along  tliC  streets  in  gilt 
chariots,  and  to  hear  of  their  sumptuous 

meals  upon  turtle  !- Rer.der,  you  must 

i*ecollect,  that  that  wise  man  William  Pitt, 
commonly  called  **  an  illustrious  friend  now- 
*^  no-inore;"  \rrd  must  recollect,  thnt  this 
^  £;ieul  ?iiateiiijjan,"  at  the  commencement 
of  Uh  war  aguiu^^t  France,  conceived  the 
^rHIiant  idcii  uf  starving  that  country  into 
suh mission,  and  tbtitp  with  this  view,  he 
evpi^nded  iieverni  millions  of  English  taxes. 
Tile  srficnjf,  brillUnt  as  it  was,  failed. 
Pitt  promised  the  parliament  that  his  starv- 
injt  scheme,  jiiirif  ct  to  the  breaking  up  of 
*•  public  credit''  in  France,  would  do  the 
l)i)-ineps  nf  liie  re^olutionizers  in  a  very 
ikh^n  t^^nt.^  We  know  this  to  have  turned 
fii;tt  a  false  proiiaa^  j  but  our  heft  informed 


friend,  if  he  had  been  of  Pitt's  council, 
would  have  told  him,  that  he  went  just  the 
wrong  way  to  work  ;  for  that,  the  certain 
way  to  ruin  a  nation  was  to  ensure  it^  if 
possible,  most  abundant  crops  of  every 
thing,  and  especially  of  wheat;  that  is  to 

say,  an  abundance  of  bread. 1  do  not 

know  how  the  reader  may  view  this  matter, 
but,  to  me,  it  appears  very  disgraceful  to 
this  country,  that  such  absiirdities  as  this 
should  be  sent  forth  to  the  public,  throog^h 
the  columns  and  under  the  express  recom- 
mendation of  a  print  of  long  standing,  and 
of  established  character.  It  is  not  many 
weeks  since  a  publication  appeared  in  one 
of  our  daily  prints,  which  of  them  I  now 
forget,  giving  quite  another  account  of  the 
agricultural  state  of  France.  The  writer 
in  that  case,  as  well  as  in  this,  wi«<hed  to 
make  us  believe  that  the  people  of  France 
v^ere  miserable,  and,  of  course  discontent- 
ed ;  but,  the  former  did  not,  apparently 
think  it  likely,  that  we  should  be  able  to 
discover  a  source  of  national  misery  in  the 
great  abundance  of  wheat  and  cheapness 
of   bread.      Be  his   thoughts  what   they 


mi^ht,  however ;  his  assertions  were,  that 
agriculture  was  in  a  neglected  state. 
The  truth  is,  I  believe,  that  agriculture 
never  was,  in  France,  in  a  state  so  flourish- 
mg  as  at  this  time.  Ther.e  are  many  rea- 
sons why  it  should  be  so.  Rich  lands,  in 
vast  quantities,  never  tilled  formerly, 
began  to  be  tilled  the  moment  the  revoiu- 
tiunary  fury  was  over.  N  ly  even  during 
the  reign  of  the  Directory,  all  those  who 
went  to  France  were  surprized  to  see  the 

rapid  improvements  in  agriculture. It 

is  of  great  consequc  nee,  that  we  should 
see  this  matter  in  its  true  light,  because, 
as  to  the  result  of  the  contest,  in  which 
we  are  now  engaged  against  Buonaparte, 
it  is  piroper  that  we  shou'd  know,  that  we 
have  no  ground  for  hoping  for  any  assist- 
ance whatever  from  the  internal  situation 
of  our  enemy's  country.  We  should  scout 
all  idea  of  hope  built  upon  such  a  founda- 
tion. We  should  place  *'  implicit  reliance'* 
upon  our  own  exertions;  and  no  reliance 
at  ail  upon  any  aid  to  be  derived  from  any 

other  source. Thtre  is  something   in 

the  close  of  this  article  of  *'  undoubted  au- 
thority," that  I  do  greatly  doubt  of,  and 
that  I  most  sincerely  hope  is  false  from  the 

beginning  to  the  end.^ The  reader  will 

anticipate  that  I  allude  to  the  story  about 
the  prisoners  of  war,  which  is,  I  think,  one 
of  the  most  shameful  that  could  hare  been 

invented. We  are  told,  that  our  coun* 

trymen  who  are  prisoners  in  France,  art 
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Mr.  Perry  asserts,  or  he  obviously  in- 
tends his  readers  should  believe  that  we 
are  now  under  the  rule  of  broken  down 
^Barristers  and  worn  out  Attomies  ;  that 
Lord  Lonsdale  in  consequence  of  his  bo- 
rough-power, has  the  patronage*  the 
actual  givbig  arjoay,  of  a  place  in  ifte  cabinet, 
that  is  to  say,  that  he  has,  in  fact,  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  of  those  few  servants 
(not  above  ten  or  eleven  in  number)  to 
when  the  king  entrusts  the  conducting 
of  the  great  affairs  of  the  nation,  and  who, 
as  it  is  well  known,  sit  in  council  with  the 

king  himself. ^This  Mr.  Perry  tells  his 

readers  ;  and,  after  that,  I  should  not 
have  expected  him  to*  find  fault  of  any 
one,  as  wishing  to  go  too  far ;  for,  I  am 
quite  at  a  loss  to  know,  how  it  is  pos- 
sible for  any  man  to  go  farther  in  his 
ideas  of  the  degradation  of  the  govern- 
ment.  We  now  come  to  the  article, 

wherein  Mr.  Perry  comments  upon  my 
conduct  and  views,  which  article  professes 
to  be  an  answer  to  mine  of  last  week,  on 
the  subject  of  a  change  of  ministry.  We 
shall  presently  sec  what  sort  of' answer 
this  is  ;  and  whether  it  be  worthy  of  the 
name  of  answer  ;  but,  before  I  insert  it  I 
must  observe,  that  if  my  article  was  worth 
so  pointed  and  so  long  a  commentary,  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Perry,  it  was  worth  in- 
serting in  the  same  paper  along  with  the 
commentary,  and  it  it  had  been  so  in- 
serted, Mr.  Perry's  readers  would  have 
been  able  to  judge  between  him  and  me. 
But,  this  practice  of  laying  before  your 
reader  ail  your  adversary  has  to  say,  is  what 
I  never  saw  followed  by  any  one  but 
myself.  It  is,  however,  what  fairness 
demands ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  what  bare 
truth  demands,  especially  if,  as  was  the 
case  in  this  instance,  the  insertion  be  at- 
tended with  no  possible  inconvenience. 
Mr.  Perry  had  more  columns,  than 
wore  necessary  for  this  purpose,  filled 
with  matter  very  uninteresting.  He  al- 
lows that  this  subject  is  of  great  import- 
ance. He  seems  to  be  fully  persuaded  of 
the  necessity  of  combatting  what  I  have 
written  upon  it.  But,  does  he  think,  that  the 
way  to  succeed  in  this,  is  to  comment  upon 
what  he  will  not,  if  he  can  help  it,  suffer 

his   readers  to   see? The   reader  will 

bear  in  mind,  that  ever  since  the  pis';o]ling 
affair,^  and  the  consequent  confusion  and 
chopping  and  intriguing  and  plotting 
amon!|.<fc  the  people  in  power,  Mr.  Perry 
has  with  all  his  powers  of  statement  and 
of  reasoning  (and  they  are  not  small,) 
b»eii    recomtnending   a  change  of   mi- 


nistry ;  that  is  to  say,  the  taming  of 
these  people  out  and  the  putting  of  the 
late  mmisiry  in  their  place.  This,  as  he 
•ays,  would  be  for  the  good  of  the  nation^ 
and,  indeed,  according  to  him,  such 
change  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
preventing  of  this  country   from   falling 

mto  a  state  of  utter  ruin. 1,   in  my 

last  Number  (page  750)  combatted  these 
opinions.  I  asserted,  and,  I  think,  pretty 
clearly  proved,  that,  unless  the  oii/-fac* 
tion  would  do  certain  things,  their  coming 
into  place  could  produce  no  good  to  the 
nation.  Referring  the  reader  now  to 
the  article  itself,  I  shall,  without  further 
preface,  insert  the  comments  of  Mr.  Per- 
ry, which,  as  the  reader  will  perceive,^ 
may  be,  without  any  great  hazard  of  mis- 
take, regarded  as  containing  the  senti- 
ments of  the  what  is  called  the  ff^h^  part 
of  the  outs.  "  It  is  the  invariable  fortune 
"  of  The  Morning  Chronicle  to  be  perse- 
'*  culcd,  with  equal  bitterness  of  hostility, 
"  by  Mr.  Cobbett  on  the  one  hand,  /ir 
"  notgoint^far  enough,  and  by  The  Courier, 
**  for  going  too  far,  Mr.  Cobbett,  in  hia 
"  paper  of  Saturday  last,  puts  forth  tea 
"  questions  which  we  are  called  upon  to 
"  answer  «ma/u7i ;  and  7%^  Cr)«n>r  charges 
"  us,  point  blank,  with  rank  and  confirmed 
"  Jacobinism,  because  we  have  ventured  to 
"  oppose  the  unprecedented  and  (as  we 
"  think)  flagitious  attack  on  the  people  by 
*'  the  monopolists  of  the  Theatre. — We  are 
''  prepared  to  answer  both  our  adversa- 
*'  ries. — We  cannot  conceive  d  more  ef- 
"  fectual  mode  of  supporting  any  Adrai- 
*'  nistration,  however  feeble,  corrupt,  or 
"  hostile  to  the  rights  and  interests  oiT 
'^  Englishmen,  than  the  course  which  Mr. 
**  Cobbett  pursues.  He  does  not  attempt, 
"  like  the  Courier,  to  palliate  the  miscon- 
"  duct  of  the  men  who  are  content  to  dc- 
"  cupy  the  seats,  without  possessing  the 
"  power  of  Government ;  but  he  sets  up  an 
''  irrational  cry,  that  their  opponents  are 
**  equally  bad,  equally  corrupt,  and  equal- 
"  ly  inimical  to  their  country.  There  is 
"  nothing,  to  be  sure,  more  easy,  nor 
"  more  summary,  than  this  course  of  pro- 
"  ceedinc.  It  saves  ail  reasoning,  pre- 
''  vents  all  discussion,  and  if  it  does  not 
»'  satisfy  the  inquisitive,  the  disceraing^ 
**  and  the  impartial  part  of  mankind,  im* 
*^  poses  on  the  ignorant  and  the  idle,  while 
"  it  gratifies  the  unprincipled  ;  for  there 
"  is  a  malignant  feeling  which  makes 
"  the  guilty  receive  witn  complacency 
"  the  foulest  imputations  upon  those  who 
''disdain  their  fellowship.* We  can- 
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•'  not,  indeed^  conceive  any  thing  nior^ 
"  degrading  to  humaji  nature,  or  more 
^*  flagitious,  thun  an  uiltrapt  to  confound 
^  alt  the  degre(;;s  and  distinctions  that  ex- 
^  ist  among  us,  and  to  reduce  all  intellect 
*»  16  on*  level.  It  is  a  species  of  calumny 
''  that  is  eren  blasphemous.  It  is  a  denial 
'•  of  the  dispensations  of  Providence,  and 
•' a  wilful  blindness' to  the  physical  and 
^  moral  order  of  the  universe.  Mr.  Cob- 
"  bett  is  too  shrewd  an  observer  of  the 
"  palpable  varieties  in  tfie  scale  of  human 
*♦  understanding,  to  deceive  himself  into  a 
^'belief  of  the  slander  which  yet  he  pro- 
*'  pagales.  He  makes  use  of  it  with  his 
•'  eyes  open  to  its  fallacy.  But  it  is  con- 
**  venient,  and  saves  a  world  of  labour.  It 
^  strikes  directly  at  the  great  object, 
*'  which  he  seems  systematically  since  his 
*'  last  conversion,  to  pursue,  viz.  to  aim 
^  at  the  deliverance  of  the  nation  from  all 
*'  its  grievances,  rather  by  convulsive  than 
"  by  moderate  means.  We  do  not  im- 
^  pute  to  him  the  treasonable  thought  of 
*' the  overthrow  of  his  country;  but  wc 
**  think  he  would  rather  save  it  by  rebuild- 
*'  ing  than  repairing  the  fabric  :  and  he 
*"'  is  well  aware  that  the  predecessors  of 
«'  the  present  Ministers,  are  not  of  hisi 
**  order  of  reformers.  lie  knows  that  they 
^'  are  men  gifted  with  minds  and  hearts 
"  to  preserve,  and  not  to  destroy,  and  that 
**  they  are  infinitely  morje  likely  than  the 
«*  present  Ministers  to  prevent  (if  humaq 
^'  sagacity  can  now  prevent)  the  ruin  of 
"  the  Empire,  without  reporting  to  the 
*'  desperate    remedies  which  he   recom- 

*'  mends. ^W^hen,  therefore,  "he  asks  us 

♦'  whether  they  would  take  off  or  lower 
"  ibe  existing  taxes — we  say,  distinctly, 
^*  that  we  verily  believe  they  would  main- 
^  tain  inviolate  the  (aith  of  the 'nation, 
.''  well  knowing  that  its  honesty  is  its 
"  strength,  and  that  the  slightest  infringe- 
*'  ment  of  our  obligations  would  be  irre- 
"  parable  ruin.  The  diminution  of  taxes 
"  must,  therefore,  be  the  slow  consequence 
"  of  a  change  of  system,  not  the  forerunner 
**  of  it,  and  though  their  Administration 
"  might  end  in  the  material  ease  of  our 
"  burthens,  it  could  not  begin  with  such  a 
"  measure.— But  as  to  the  institution 
**  of  the  most  rigorous  inquiry  into  "  the 
"  "  important  matter  of  the  Droits  qf  the 
"  "  Admiralty — the  reform  of  the  Prize 
"  "  Cojir/*— the  lopping  off  of  unmerited 
"  **  Pensions  and  Sinecures — the  reduction 
•'  "  of  all  useless  parts  of  the  Army" — and 
'^  generally  as  to  a  systematic  and  vigilant 
*'  correction  of  abuse  in  every  department 


'*  of  the  State— we  can  only  say,  that  we 
"  should  be  ashamed  of  the  preterencewe 
"  give  to  these  honourable  men  over  their 
"  opponents,  if  we  did  not  religiously  ^ife 
*'  them  credit  for  their  avoweddeterroioa- 
"  lion  to  introduce  and  to  practise  an  uni* 
"  versal  economy  in  the  conduct  of  our 
''  aliairs.  Wc  will  say  more — We  believe 
"  that  it  is  the  persuasion,  that  such  is  their 
"  principle  and  rule  of  cunductj  that  con- 
"  stitutes  the  sole  obstacle  to  their  emplov- 

"  ment. We  of  course  can  judge  ooly 

*'  of  tlie  intentions  of  public  men  by  their 
*'  public  acts.  We  nave  no  pretensions 
»'  to  secret  or  to  confidential  intercourse. 
"  What  may  be  their  line  of  proceeding 
"  with  regard  to  Hanover  we  certainly  do 
"  not  aiiect  even  to  coi^Jecture  j  because, 
"  in  the  present  state  of  European  politics^ 
"it  is  scarcely  to  be  consiaered  at  all. 
"  The  employment  of  mercenaries  in 
"  England  every  constitutional  man  must 
"  deplore ;  and  as  to  a  Reform  of  the  Re- 
"  presentation  of  the  People  in  Parliament, 
"  we  can  only  say^  that  we  have  uniformly 
"  and  earnestly  urged  it  as  the  wholesome, 
*'  sound,  and  practical  mea^s  of  restoring 
"  to  the  Legislature  the  power  of  in.iit  .g  ^ 
"  responsibility  more  than  a'ljaii:*.^  V\e 
"  pretend  not  to  speak  for  other*;  bat 
''  we  should  imagine  that  to  the  simple  and 
'*  eflectual  Reform,  of  which  we  have  al- 
"  ways  been  the  friends,  there  is  no  gjeat 
"  objection  to  be  found  in  any  <^uarter." 

Taking  the  several  parts  of  this  article, 

in  the  order  in  which  they  lie  before  us, 
the  first  thing  to  be  noticed  is,  tlie  asser- 
tion at  the  very  outset,  namely,  that  I 
persecute  Mr.  Perry  for  not  going  for 
enough.  Now,  pray,  Mr.  Perry,  whm  did 
I  accuse  you  of  not  going^ar  enough  f  This 
assertion  has  no  foundation  whatever ;  and, 
it  appears  to  have  been  made  solely  with  a 
view  of  forming  a  set-off  against  the  charge 
of  Jacobinism,  preferred  oy  the  Courier. 
As  if  you  had  said  :  "  look,  here  is  proof 
"  that  I  am  no  Jacobin,  for  Mr.  Cobbett 
**  persecutes  Tnefornot  going  far  enough.**' — - 
You,  in  these  comments,  next  charge  me 
with  *'  setting  up  an  irrational  cry,  that  the 
"  opponents  of  the  present  ministers  are 
"  equally  bad,  equally  corrupt,  ^nd  ei^ual- 
"  ly  inimical  to  their  codntry."  Hiis 
you  fitigmaLize  as  casting  foul  imputatioDS, 
and  as  calculated  to  gratify  malice.  Bu^ 
Sir,  you  seem  to  hare  forgotten,  that  1 
produced  reasons  for  thinking  the  ou/f  just 
as  bad  as  the  ins ;  that  I  produced  fads, 
too,  in  support  of,  my  opimoo ;  and  I  can 
hardly  think,  that  you  are  vain  enoagb  to 
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nsed  in  a  very  cruel  manner;  that  they  are 
thumb-screwed;  that  chains  are  put  round 
their  necks  and  their  bodies ;  that  they  are 
often  chained  xviih  galley  slaves;  that  they 
have  nothing  but  bread  to  eat;  that  they  are 
often  without  even  straw  to  lie  upon;  and  are 

put  into  dungeons  full  qf  water. Had 

these  facts  come  unaccompanied  with  any 
teqoe),  I  should  not  have  believed  them. 
These  are  so  glaringly  fabe,  that  they 
could  have  been  believed  by  nobody; 
and,  besides,  they  so  directly  contradict 
what  we  kno^o  to  be  true  with  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  our  prisoners  of  war  in  Spain, 
that  we  would  think  they  had  been  invent- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  throwing  discredit 
upon  the  channel  through  which  they 
were  conveyed  to  the  public.  The  sequd, 
however,  the  sad,  the  disgraceful  sequel, 
explains  the  whole  at  once.  It  not  only 
shows  the  facts  to  be  false,  but  also  shows 

the    cause   bf   their    invention. This 

gentleman  of  •*  the  best  means  of  informa- 
"  tion,"  anfl  on  whose  statement  we  are  to 
place  "  innplicit  reliance,^'  says,  that  many 
of  oor  countrymen,  who  were  prisoners  of 
war  in  France,  have  entered  into  the  Frtnch 
service;  have  actually  became  soldiers  in 
the  arnty  pf  **  the  Corsican  !"  And,  the 
writer  tells  us,  that  he  himself  saw  six 
hundred  of  them  already  clothed  and  armed, 

passing  through  Meaux  for  BayoMM/ 

After  we  have  read  this  our  wonder  ceases 
at  the  account  of  the  chains  round  the 
neck  and  the  dungeons  full  of  water ;  for  we 
sec  that  some  such  account  was  absolutely 
necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  palliating  the 
disgraceful  and  ominous  fact  of  the  enlist- 
ment of  Englishmen  under  the  banners  of 

Napoleon. We  are  told  however,  that 

they  swore. th^  would  desert;  that  thirty  of 
them  had  already  deserted ;  that  the  writer 
is  sure  they  entered  into  the  service  with 
no  other  view  than  that  cfrwmvr^  away ;  but 
that  alas !  he  is  afraid  they  will  never  suc- 
ceed.  Leaving  the  reader  to  settle  the 

question  of  morality  in  this  case,  I  will 
offer  a  remark  or  two  upon  the  prohahili/y 
of  what  is  here  said  as  to  the  views  of  the 
persons  thus  said  to  have  entered  into  the 

French  service But,  first,  let  me  say, 

that  I  greatly  doubt  the  fact.  My  doubts 
may  arise  from  my  wishes  (for  I  must  wish 
the  fact  to  be  folse) ;  but,  as  I  do  notl)e- 
Heve  one  word  about  t^e  alledged  cruelly, 
BO  I  do  not  believe  that  any  part  of  our 
countrymen  would  be  so  base  as  thus  to 
take  up  arms  in  the  service  of  oar  enemy. 
Upon  the  supposition,  however,  that  the  fact 
be  true,  whflt  are  the  ^oundt^  wher«on  to 


believe,  that  the  men,  thus  enlisted,  mean 
to  desert  ?     What  chance  will  they  hav« 
of  deserting?     And  where,  1  should    bt 
glad   to  know,  will  the  thir/y  hide  them- 
selves who  have  deserted  in  the  heart  o^ 
France  ?     But,  the   worst  circumstance^ 
for  the  veracity  of  this  writer,  is,  that  th# 
French  are  'marching  these  men  to  Bay- 
onne ;  that  is  to  say,  to  Spain,  or  to  Portu- 
gal, where  they  will  find  (if  they  find  any 
body  to  fight  with)  an  army  of  their  owii 
countrymen  ;    and   whither,   in  short,  it 
wouW  seem,  they  are  sent  for  the  express 
purpose  of  affording  them  the  means  of 
deserting,  if  the  fact  be,  that  they  are  so 
much  disposed  to  desert.     Whatever  may 
be  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  as  to  the 
views  of  these  men,  there  can,  I  think,  be 
no  doubt,  that  tlv>se  who  have  enlisted 
them  are  not  afraid  of  their  deserting,  or, 
most  assuredly,  they  would  have  marched 
them  in  any  direction,  other  t^han  that  of 
Spain  or  Portugal.— — I  repeat  my  hope, 
that  the  whole  of  this  story  is  false,  not- 
withstanding the  Morning  Chronicle  points 
it  as  worthy  of  the  "  implicit  reliance*^ 
of  the  public.     I  hope  it  is  false  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end ;  but,  upon  the  sup- 
position of  its  being  true,  as  to  the  fact  of 
enlistment,  what  a  contrast  does  the  con- 
duct of  our  prisoners  of  war  present  when 
set  beside  that  which   is,  by  this  same 
Moniing  Chronicle,  of  the  very  same  date, 
attributed  to  the  Spanish  prisoners  qfwar. — 
The  facts  are  thus  stated  :  "  We  have  re- 
**  ceived  letters  from  Vigo  to  the  date  of 
'•  the  26th  ult.     By  these  it  appears,  that 
"  the  peasantry  of  all  the  adjacent  country 
"  is  provided  with  pikes  or  fire  arms,  and 
"  that  the  inhabitants  are  in  the  best  dis- 
"  position  to  support  the  public  cause.     A 
"  Gentlanan,  who  has  had  the  good  fortune 
'*  to  escape  from  the  French,  has  just  ar- 
*'  rived  from  Spain,  and  has  favoured  us 
''with  some  interesting  particulars.     What 
"  he  says  with  regard  to  the  number  of 
*'  French  in  the  hospitals  of  Madrid  pre- 
"  cisely  corresponds  with  what  was  stated 
*'  in  a  letter  fi:om  that  city  which  we  in- 
"  serted  in  our  Paper  of  Monday  last.     He 
''  informs  us,  that  all  the  convents  and 
*'  public  buildings  at  the  Spanish  capital 
**  are  full  of  sick  and  Wounded  Frencii- 
"  men,  who  are  crowded  into  them  to  the 
"  number  of  18,000.     An  endi^vour  was 
*'  made  by  Joseph  to  raise  a  native  regi- 
**  ment  under  his  own  banuers.^Wfi  the  pri- 
'*  foners  and  others  in  the  vicmity  qf  Madrid; 
'*  and  to  facilitate  this  purpose,  two  or 
<<  three  thottsaad  of  thcu  w#rt  Aept  uithoia 
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*'f[)od  Jbr  towards  qf  two  dfys,  whi  n  they 
*'  were  invited  to  partake  of  -the  Royal 
"  buunty,  and  to  enlist  under  the  new 
"  King.  In  this  feeble  condition,  from 
**  i-he  want  of  natural  sustenance  dnrinij  %o 
*'  long  ^1  inteiva',  the  Spaniards  rejected 
'*  the  propauii,  with  the  exception  t<f  (wo 
'*  hundi\d»  who  entered  the  ranks.  It  is 
*'  i»aid,  that  the  attempt  to  raise  Spanish 
*'  batialiotis  in  France  has  been  y«t  more 
"  unproductive.  From  20,000  pvhoncrs, 
**  ojily  about  bO  Spaniards  have  bceo  se- 
**  duced  by  u:tin>ate  threats  and  promises^ 
"  ip  «niol   themselves  in    the  French  ser- 

*'  vice." Here,  then,  if  this  account  be 

true,  only  two  hundred  out  of  twenty  thou- 
sand Spanish  pri^onei-s  in  France,  have,  by 
all  the  threats  and  promises,  that  the  French 
have  been  able  to  make  use  of,  been  in- 
duced to  join  the  armiefl  of  the  enemy ; 
>vhde  we  are  told,  that,  in  one  place,  six 
hundred  English  prisoners  are  actually  seen, 
clothed  and  armed,  in  (he  service  of  that 
enemy.  This  is  a  pretty  contrast ;  a  con- 
trast to  boast  of,  and  just  at  this  time  too ! 

-1  am  of  opiniott,  as  I  said  before^  that 

the  whole  of  the  story  is  ftilse ;  and,  I  think, 
the  public  will  agree  with  me  in  thinking, 
that^  to  say  the  least  of  it»  the  falsbood  n^ust 
iavE  a  very  mischievous  efiect.  It  is 
right  particularly  to  deprecate  any  over- 
strained statement  respecting  the  ill-usage 
of  our  prisoners  of  war  at  a  time  when  the 
French  have  so  many  of  them  at,  their 
mercy.  We,  who  are  at  home  in  safety, 
should  be  very  careful  how  we  say  any 
thing,  that  may  tend  to  render  more  se- 
vere the  lot  of  those  of  our  countrymen, 
who  have  hazarded  their  lives  ia  war,  and 
whose  captivity  is,  in  itself,  no  bad  proof 
of  their  having  been  distinguisheo  lor 
their  bravery. 1  have  heard  from  se- 
veral persons,  serving  in  our  unfortunate 
army  in  Spain,  a  full  confirmation  of  the 
facts  stated  by  Baron  Douro  as  to  the  good 
and  kind  treatment  of  our  people  left  at 
Talavera.  Of  these  facts,  therefore,  we 
cannot  doubt.  These  facts  we  know  to  be 
true.  Why*  then,  are  we  to  listen  to  ano- 
nymous reports,  respecting  the  treatment 

of  English  prisQfiers  in-France  ? It  has 

been  $aid,  that  we  are  indebted  to  Mar- 
shals Mortier  af)d  Victor  for  the  kind 
treatment  of  the  prisoners  at  Talavera,  and 
not  to  the  Emperor  Napoleon ;  but,  does 
the  reader  believe,  can  any  roan  of  com- 
mon sense  believe,  that  those  Marshals 
Ti  ■)  .1(1  have  so  acted  toward 9 our  prisoners^  if 
til  y  had  upecec*,  or  had  had  thf  small* 
est  reason  to  susiifiGlr t&gLtfc«k?  JuJia^cUma 

m 


was  contrary  to  the  wiiibes  of  Nap^l^^ 
Nay,  must  not  every  oi^e  be  well  as^^dil 
that  those  Marshals  knew,  that  their  kimi 
and  generous  conduct  towards  our  coun- 
trymen would  be  ^reeabU  to  their  mas* 
ter  t  Andj  is  it  iiot,  then,  very  wrong  to 
pretend  to  believe ;  to  seem  as  if  we  be- 
lieved»  th^se  stories,  these  utterly  increiH* 
ble  stories,  of  the  cruelti^^s  practised  upoa 
our  countrymen,  who  are  prisoners  of  war 

ill  Franc<vl 1  trust  that  these  remarks 

will  have  some  efiect  towards  inducing 
the  editors  of  papers  to  be  more  catHitiiis 
how  they  give  circulation  to  statements, 
arising  evidently  from  the  resentment  of 
individuals,  but  calculated  to  produce,  ift 
so  many  ways,  efii^rts  injurious  to  the 
country. 

Change  of  Ministry. ^In  my  article^ 

upon  this  subject,  published  last  week,  I 
commented  upon  a  paragraph  in  the 
Morning  Chronicle,  and  put  some  ques*> 
tions  directly  to  Mr.  Pbhey,  the  proprie- 
tor of  that  paper.  These  questions  be  has, 
in  his  paper  of  the  21st  iastant,  noticed,  but 
not  answered.  As  it  were,  however,  by 
way  of  compensation  for  this  omission^  he 
has  commented,  with  no  little  severity^ 
upon  my  conduct  in  the  present  instance, 
and,  indeed,  upon  tny   political   motives 

and  conduct  in  general. Before  I  set 

about  an  answer  to  these  comments  I  shall 
introduce  an  article  or  two  from  the  same 
print,  upon  the  subject  of  the  proposed 
change  of  ministry.  I  do  it  fur  ibis  rea- 
son. Mr.  PfiRRY  will  be  found  to  9K:cuse 
me  of  a  desire  to  cure  the  evils  of  tlte  coun- 
try by  rebuilding,  by  which  he  meat^i  that 
i  would  ^VA%  pull  dowiu  By  thelse  extracts 
I  shall  shew  what  sort  of  building  /j^  thiote 
we  have  to  deal  with,  and  whether  hs 
wishes  are  for  pulling  down    or  for  fc- 

pairing. ^The  first  extract  relates  to 

the  a  Hedged  conduct  of  Loid  WeiUsky, 
and,  if  true,  most  curious  facts  it  contains. 

"  There  is  a  most  singular  story  in  the 

''  political  circles  which,  merits  publicity. 
"  It  is  perfectly  well  knowui  that  both 
"  Mr.  Canning  and  Mr.  Percetal  sent  dis- 
**  patchy  to  Lord  Welle&ley,  inforoiiDg 
"  him  of  the  convulsion Xhut  had  broketi 
'^  up  thb  late  Admioifttration ;  and  of 
"  the  ascendancy  gained  by  Mr«  Perceval 
"  — of  the  ofier  that  had  b€en  made  hy 
'*  hm  to  Lofd  Grettville  and  Lord  Grey— 
'<  of  their  r^ection — and  also  contaibii^ 
"  the  offer,  by  Mr.  P^rtevalj  of  the  Fo- 
''  reign  Office  to  the  Noble  Marq|uis^  We 
/' vnderstandi  thai  by  sc»ne  accid«tift# 
**  which  remains  f  el  ^  he  ^plaiped^  ttf- 
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<'  CaftmngV  ^lApateli  dkl  niM  reach  the 
"  Nohie  i^rcl;  but  Mri  P«rcev»l^8  WMfaitb.^ 
"  hilly  deiivcn^ii  to  him.  He  ha<i,  ibu'e-* 
"fore,  oiily  Mr.  Perctval'a  stattfmcot  of 
*'  the  cubal  before  him,  but  which  of  course 
"  came  t-orroborated  by  the  testimony  of 
"  Mr.  VVclhjsley  Pole,  who  had  Accepted 
"  the  phfcce  of  Irish  Secretary  under  the 
"  nc*v  hrm.  Whether  the  Noble  Marquis 
"  thon&^iil,  however,  that  farther  infbrma- 
"  ti:iii  wits  necdseary— that  the  aspect  of 
"  fhin»>  might  change  even  before  his 
"  letter  could  arrive  in  England — that 
"  Mr.  Perceval's  footing  w^s  not  sure-^or 
'*  what  other  presentiment  struck  him 
"  we  cimnot  «^y  ;  but  we  understslnd  he 
"  confined  hiiBself  in  his  answer  to  all 
"  bis  fi  lendsy  except  pnti  to  a  simple  de-» 
"  c)aratli>n,  that  he  had  no  engagement 
"  with  Mr.  Canning  that  cool  1  preclude 
"  hitn  from  accepting  i  respon<itbl«  sittia* 
"  tioa  in  thte  Cabinet  with  Mr.  Peree* 
"  val  and  Lord  Literpoo)  \  bat  said,  that  he 
"  had  inclosed  his  determination  at  lengths 
"  As  to  the  at^^eiBc  ofier  made  io  him^ 
"  in  a  letter  addressed  to  bis  friend  Mr< 
"  Sydenham,  who  would  of  course  make 
"  it  known*  Accordin^Jy»  *  there  is  a 
**  large  packet,  duly  aealtd  by  the  Noble 
"  Lord's  splendid  seal  of  arms,  addressed 
"  to  Mr.  Sydenham,  still  tying  in  the 
''Secretary  of  State's  Office  un^opeHed', 
"  Mr,  Sydenham  having  been  dispatched 
"on a  special  mission  to  Seville,  before 
"  this  idnportant  packet  arrived  in  £og^ 
"land!  This  has  given  ris^  to  obserta* 
"  tions  of  the  most  lively  kind  ;  aft  it  is 
"  facetiously  conjectured  that  the  packet 
"  may  contain  »jore  iketn  one  Utter."'  »  '^ 
This  is  pretty  well,  I  think. — -  It  having 
been  r  found,  that  Lord  Wfellestey  was 
Willing  to  join  the  ministry,  the  Morning 
Chronicle  appears  to  have  thought  less 
fels^rve  necessary  towards  him ;  and>  ac^ 
cordingly,  on  the'l^th  insUnt>  it  boldly 

•peaks  oatahuss "  Never  was  failure 

"  tnore  complete  than  Lord  Wellesley's 
"  in  Spam.  He  has  not  Succeeded  in  a 
"  tingle  jDbject  of  his  mission.  He  has 
"  neither  expelled  the  French,  nor  reform- 
'^  ed  the  Junta ;  neither  united  the  people, 
"  nor  conciliated  the  government,  lie 
"  loitered  in  England,  till  it  was  too  lal»  to 
**  check  the  rashness  or  assist  the  valour 
"  of.  his  brother ;  and  he  has  found  at  Se* 
"  villc^  tb^t  Spaniards  are  neither  dastled 
"  by  the  spletidor  of  an  Astatic  retinue, 
"  ner  oterpovrered  with  the  exuberance  of 
"  an  Oriental  style.  His  exhortntiobs,  his 
"  itmonstrances,  bu  nieha€es>  bav^  been 


t?S6 


thrown  away  upon  the  Jania,  but  assisted 
.by  other  caosesi  they  have  kindled  a 
flame  among  the  people,  of  which,  it  is 
difiioult  to  say  who  will  be  the  victim9> 
or  what  the  duration  or  the  extent.  A 
storm  is  gathering  in  that  quarter,  which 
our  Lord  Wellt^sley  has  no  diitposicion  to 
encounter.  Folitkal  09ur6ige  is  not,  "  on 
Mtf  side  9f  the  Cape  at  least/'  in  tbe 
number  of  his  virtues, .  We  all  re^ 
member  the  time  when  his  fears,  not 
his  friendship,  kept  him  from  the  highest 
situation  but  one  of  the  government. 
With  c;haracrers  like  his,  the  present 
danger  is  always  the  mo$t  alarm iug>  and 
therefore  we  were  not  surprised  to  hear^ 
that  he  had  so  readily  acquiesced  in  the 
first  piH>posals  of  Mr.  Perceval.  But  he> 
who  shrinks  from  popular  oommotione 
at  Seville,  will  seek  in  vain  for  courage 
in  England,  to  face>  day  after  day,  in  a 
popular  assembly ^  an  eloquent,  an  in* 
dignant,  an  injured  opponent*  That  jtbe 
poss^on  of  the  Treasury  might  inspire 
that  GonQdence  we  will  not  deny  ^  and 
we  h&ve  no  doubt  inasserting^and  Mini4^ 
ters  know  it  to  be  tbe  case,  that  he  accept*^ 
ed  their  overtures  in  tbe  belief^  that  thu 
Splendid  prize  was  Eluded  in  their  qfef^ 
Impatient  te  get  away  from  Seville>  he 
instantly  i^noounced  his  intention  of 
reterning,  but  before  he  had  begun  his 
journey  the  news  of  Lord  Greityille  and 
Lord  Grey  being  sent  for  arrived  most 
inopportunely,  to  suspend  his  purpose, 
and  detain  him  there,  like  Prince  VoU 
sciuft,  in  the  Rehearsal,  with  one  boot 
on  and  another  oft^  uncertain  what  course 
to  resolve  upon.  What  will  be  his  de* 
cision  when  Mr.  Sydenham  assures  him 
thtu  negeciation  is  at  an  end,  but  that  Mr. 
Perceval  means  tokeq^  the  Treasmy  to  him^ 
self,  the  appearance  of  things  at  SeviU« 
will  probably  determine.  If  a  Govern-* 
ment  is  likely  to  be  established  therc^ 
which  he  can  hope  to  direct,  he  will 
prefer  a  Pro-Consular  sway  in  the  Court 
of  a  dependant  Ally,  to  an  inferior, 
subordinate^  or  inactive  situation  at 
homo.  But,  if  the  Juntft  are  obstinate, 
and  the  populace  riotous,  he  will  obey 
Mr.  Perceval's call,,and  if  refiised  the  first 
place  in  Adtninistratiou  on  his  rettirn, 
he  will  probably  retire  to  the  obecurity 
from  which  he  so  lately  emerged^  and 
seek  in  the  shade  of  private  life 
conaoUttioa  for  the  disappointments  of 
ambition.  To  those  who  recollect  Lord 
Moraingtop  at  the  Treasury  Board,  re« 
citifif  m  annual  oration  by  Mr.  Pitt\$ 
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*'  pemtission,  and  condemned  to  silence  for 
**  the  remainder  of  the  Session,  it  must 
**  appear  a  strange  taprice  of  fortune,  that 
•'  could  have  elevated  Lord  Welleslcy  tobfe 
"  the  hope  and  prop  of  au  Administration. 
*'  But  such  is  the  fallen  state  to  which  the 
"  crooked  poliof  of  Haifa  century  futs  degraded 
"  the  once  free  and  respectable  Govermnent  qf 
**  England,  A  troop  of  tnenm  Barristers, 
"  who  have  i;ot  po<?session  ot  the  lucrative 
"  Offices  of  §tate,  have  need  of  an  Actor 
•*  to  personate  the  character  of  a  States- 
''  man  ;  and  as  none  can  be  found  in  the 
"  metropolis  to  accept  their  offer?,  they 
"are  forced  to  have  recourse  toprovinoial 
*'  Theatres  for  some  one  to  complete  their 
•*  Company.  But  they  who  look  to  Lord 
*'  Wei  Lesley  for  active  support  in  danger, 
•'  or  for  extraordinary  resources  in  couii- 
*'  sel,  have  widely  mistaken  his  character 
*'  and  means.  A  t^iant  and  fiero  among  the 
*'  Hindoos,  he  quitted  Lillipui  for  Brob- 
"  dignae^  when  he  returned  to  Europe." 
— —What!  Mr.  Perry,  has  there,  then, 
been  cro<»ked  policy  in  this  government 
for  ftaff  a  century  T  Is  the  *'onc«'free  and 
"  respectable  government  of  England  de- 
*'  graded"  ?  Are  we  now  ruled  by  "  a 
'*  troop  of  hungry  lawyers?"  Is  all 'this 
tme  ?  .  And,  if  it  be  ail  true,  what  sort  of 
a  thing  have  we  got  over  us,  called  a  Go- 
vernment ?  But,  whether  true  or  not 
/true,  I  defy, you  to  shew,  that  I  have  ever 
spoken  of  the  government  in  this  way. 
No:  to  take  such  liberties  is  a  privilege 
peculiar  to  you  men  ofpaity,  who  all  un- 
derstand one  another^  and  who  are  known 
to  mean  no  harm  to  the  good  old  common 

cause  of  place  and   pension. But,  let 

us  take  one  more  article.  Let  us  hear 
your  description  ot  those,  who  now  govern 
as;  of  those  who  have  the  management 
of  our  internal  concerns,  and  whoare  to 
defend  us  against  all  the  mighty  means  and 
mightier  genius  of  our  enemy,  **  Next  to 
"  the  mismanagement  of  publLji^ffairs, 
*'  the  distribution  of  Places  to  incapable 
"  men,  forms  the-  most  conspicuous  part  of 
''  the  conduct  of  the  present  wretched 
*'  Ministry.  The  appointment  of  Mr, 
'*  Croker  to  the  Admiralty  has  attracted 
«'  universal  notice,  and  L^rd  Palmerston, 
*'  as  Secretary  at  War,  and  some  say,  a 
"  Member  of  the  Cabinet,  (though  this  we 
*'  cannot  believe)  almost  surpasses  Mr.Cro- 
"  ker.  But  that  both  these  eminent  States*- 
*'  men  might  be  kept  in  couotenance  we 
*«  now  have  Mr.  Huskisson's  oiBcc,  one  of 
<'  the  most  difficulty  delicate,  and  import- 
•*  ant  nnder  GoTernment^  confided  to  Mister 


"Richard  Wharton,  or  Warton,  another 
"  hroken  down  Barrister /ov\\  known  by  hb 
"  attempts  at  raising  the  cry  of  Jacob r- 
*'  nism  last  year,  and  only  recommeiKled 
"  hy  that  illustrious  nobleman  Lord  Lons- 
''dale.     We   have    long    heard  that    faia 
•*  Lordship   is  supposed  to  hopoe  the  pairtm- 
"  age    qf  one  Cabinet  Place,  if  not   two— 
'*  the  giving  away  qf  it — the  appointment 
"  of  Jjord  Mulgrave— the  nomination  to 
"  the  supreme  direction  of  Naval  Aflairs. 
"  This  has  been  long  talked  of ;    and   it 
**  riow  appears,  that  beside  various   lesser 
"  things.  Lord  Lonsdale  is  also  contpUmemtcd 
"  with  a  Secretaryship  of  tfte   Tteasary,     It 
'^  is  also  suspected   that  he   has  insisted 
"  upon  the  appointment  of  his  Attorney, 
"  Sir  James  Graham,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  as 
"  Chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means.-* 
"  Nor  can  there  he  a  doubt,  that  if  he  asks 
"  tV,  Ministers  must  give  it.     It  may  in- 
"  deed  be  expected,  that  when    brieflest 
**  Barristers  fill  the   higher  stations,   from 
"  the  absolute   impossibility  of  indocing 
"  any  other  men  to  take  them  under  such  a 
'*  Ministry,  the  next  Places  should  fait  to 
"  the  lot  of  worn-out  Attornies.     Whether 
"  all  this  Lowtlvr  patronage  may  suit  the 
''  House  of  Conunons  a?t  well  as  it  does 
'*  Mr. 'Perceval,  and    the  Noble  Lord  in 
**  question,  we   presume  not  to  anticipate 
t<  -»but  this  we  will  assert — that  no  ex- 
*'  pedient  ever  was  devised  more  surely 
"  calculated    to    bring  Government  into 
"  universal    contempt— more     admirably 
"  fitted  to  alienate  the  people  from  then* 
"  Rulers,  than  this  shameless  distribution 
"of  the  hi jjhest  Offices  in  the  State.     In 
"  God's  name,  let  Lord    Palmerston   go 
"  stand  for  one  of  the  vacancies  now  coo- 
"  tested  at  Cambridge — and  let  Lord  Lon»* 
"  dale  and  his  Mulgraves,  his   Wards,  his 
''  Whartons,  his  Grahams,    his  Sons,  hit 
"  Servants,  &c.  be  provided  for  out  of  fail. 
"  100,000/.  a  year  in  the  North— but  let 
"  not  the  Country  be  told,  that  it  is  a  mat- 
"  ter  of  perfect  indifference  who  is  Se- 
"  rretary   at  War,   or  Secretary  of  the 
"  Treasury,  or  First  Lord   of  the  Admi- 
"  ralty — lor  this  is  the  practical  lesson 
"  taught  by   ^hose  scandalous    appoint- 
"  meats.     Among  a  thousand  other  evils,' 
"  this    obvious  one  arises    from  it^-4hat 
"  it  degrades    the   stations   in    question. 
"  What  man  ft  to  serve  his  ComUry,  ciia 
**  step  into  the  Offices  just  held  by  such 
"  persons  as   the    Lord  Palmerston  and 
"  the  Sieur  Wharton,  without  reluctance, 
"  without  feeling  that  the  Place  has  been 
*'  rendered  vnfit  for  kiwi  f ''.— -Thus,  tb^ 
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inppose,  that  my  opinion,  so  supported,  is 
t©  he  ovcwet  by  your  bare  assertion,  or, 
rather,  wiihqut  any  distinct  assertion,  bat 
a  sort  of  jBweeping  condemnation  of  what 
I  bad  asserted  upon  proof.     This^  is  not 
the  ^fvay  to  antwer  any  one,  and  particu- 
larly me,,  who  deal  so  much  in  facts  and 
ao  little  in  speculation.— -^ Yon  say,  tli^t 
I   "  attempt  to  confound  all  the  degrees  and 
*'  duiincHom  that  exist  emtmgst  us,  and  to  re- 
"  dstce  all  tnteliect  to  one  hvd;"  and  this 
yt>o  describe  as  calumnious  and  blasphe- 
mous and  every  thing  else  that  is  bad. 
This  charge  also  is  wholly  untrue.     I  have 
never   made  any  such  attempt.      I  have 
never  pretended,  that  the  outs    had  no 
more  talent  than  the  ins.    I  have  never 
said,  and  I  am  aure  I  hare  never  thought, 
that  the  tB-o  facLrons  were  upon  a  level  in 
point  of  intelled.     But,  what  1  have  said, 
and  what  I  have  thought ;  what  I  still  say, 
and  what  1  still  think,  is,  that,  with  respect 
to  their  views  and  intentions  as  to  all  those 
tnatiers  in  winch  the  people  have  an  interest, 
they  are  perfectly  upon  a  lev<^l ;  and  that, 
therefore,  any  change  of  ministry,  which 
should  produce  merely  the  shifting  of  the 
salaries  from  the  ins  to  the  ouis,  would  be 
useless  to  the  nation.     These,  Sir,  were 
my  propositions.      To  these  you  should 
hare  given  an  answer.     But,  to  tliese  you 
ootild  have  given  no  answer,  because  they 
are  notoriously  true  ;  and,  therefore,  you 
chose  to  pass'  them  over,  and,  in  their 
stead,  to  invent  propositions  for  me,  which 
you  found  it  more  easy  to  manage.     No, 
Sir,  I  deny  your  charge.     It  is  not  a  level 
qf  intellect  thafe  I  have  insisted  on,  but  a 
level  of  views  and  intentions  as  to  all  those 
points  in  which  the  people  are  interested. 
And,  if  this  be  the  case,  why  should  we 
prefer   one   faction    to  the  other?     You 
shonld  have  shown,  that  this  was  not  the 
caae.     You  should  have  shown  us  in  what 
respect  the  outs  dilfcr  from  the  ins  in  their 
political  views  and   principles;  but  espe- 
cially in  those  views  and   intentions   by 
which  the  people  are  hkely  to  be  affected. 
This  is  what  you  should  have  done,  and 
this    you    have    left   even  unattempted; 
though  you  act  out  with  telling  your  read- 
ers, that  you  are  prepared  to  answer  me. 
The  course  of  the  matter  was  this :    You 
called  upon  us  to  come  forward  and  pe- 
lilioa  for  a  change  of  mini8ti7 ;    I  say, 
'f  BO,''  because  the  imts  have,  towards  us, 
jaA  the  same  views  and  intentions  as  the 
ins;  yoo  publish  what  you  call  an  answer 
to  tins,  and  in  tiu6  answer  yo«  talk  of  my  at- 
trnpthf^  Xo  iffvsl  all  iatelisct,  of  my  heing 


hlasph^mcos,  of  ray  denying  the  dispensa* 
tions  of  Providence,  of  my  attempting  to 
degrade  homan  nature,  of  my  imposing  oa 
the  ignorant,  of  my  gratifying  the  unpria- 
ciplfd,  of  my  being  guilty  of  calaamy 
and  slander;  of^U  this  and  a  great  deal 
more  do  you  talk,  but  not  one  word  do 
you  say  to  the  main  point,  not  one  woid 
do  you  say,  in  order  to  disprove  what  I 
asserted,  namely,  that,  with  regard  to 
whatever  was  really  interesting  to  the 
people,  the  views  and  intentions  of  both 
factaoDs  vftre  the  same.  And  this  is  yoqr 
way  of  answering^  is  it.  Sir  ? -.^-^  What^ 
you  do,  then,  acquit  me  of  <^the  treason* 
"  able  thought  of  the  aoerthrow  o!  th» 
"  country"  ?  Gramel'cy  !  Til  bear  yoor 
kindness  in  remembrance,  believe  me. 
Yon  only  impute  to  me  the  wish  to  save 
the  country  ^  by  rebuilding  ratber  than  by 
"  repairing  the  fabric,''  which  you  afler* 
expiaifi  to  mean  a  wish  to  *^  dcstr^y*^  by 
the  use  of  the  "  desperate  remedies,"  which 

I  recommend. ^-Here,   Sir,  as   ia  the 

former  case,  you  answer  facts  and  reasea- 
ing  b}'  bare  assertion  ;  and  by  assertion, 
too,  unconnected  with  the  subject  It 
was  not  my  political  principles  that  vrera 
under  examination,  t>ut  tliose  of  the  two 
contetlding  Actions.  Since;  Itowever,  you 
have  chosen  this  course  of  prooeediog,*  let 
me  adc  yon  what  "  desperate  remedies," 
what  "  destwHfing"  measures,  I  have  ever 
proposed  ?  I'have  urged,  and  I  still  urge; 
I  still  insist  that  without  what  I  urge,  that 
it  is  no  matter  wlv>is  in  power  or  what  else 
takes  place  ;  I  still  ttfge,  such  a  relbrm  in 
parliament  as  will  give  the  people  a  voice 
there ;  and  what  is  this  more  than  was 
contended  for  by  Ma.  Gkey,  who  is  now 
Lord  Grey,  and  who  is  one  of  the  persons, 
whom  you  hold  up  to  us  as  capable  of 
saving  the  nation?  Give  me  what  he 
proposed,  and  I  wUl  be  contented.  I 
think  his  plan  was  too  complex  and  was  not 
quite  consistent  as  to  principle;  but,  give 
me  that,  and  you  shall  not  hear  me  com- 
plain. What,*  then,  is  ihera  •*  dtspernti:'' 
m  this  ?  How  does  this  denote  a  wish  to 
",  dcstroyf'  Sir,  these  imputations  against 
me  evidently  ansc  from  the  vexation  you 
feel  at  not  being  able  to  answer  roe.  You 
are  angry  with  me  for  reducing  you  to  the 
necessity  of  acknowledging,  either  ex- 
pressly or  tacitly,  that  you  have  a  bad 
cause .  You  know,  that  the  faction,  whom 
you  endeavour  to  support,  have  decetv«d 
the  people  ;  you  lm«)W  that  their  intentions 
towards  the  people  are  no  better  than 
those  of  their  riraU  for  placeand  pr«rfft ; 
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you'know,  that  if  the  great  question  of' 
reform  was  brought  forward,  some  of  its  | 
most  resolute  enemies  would   be  found  in  { 
your  taction  ;  and,  because  I  say  all  this  ; 
because  I  say,  what  you  know  to  be  the 
truth,  you  have  the  injustice  to  cast  upon 
me  imputations  which  you  know  to  be  un- 
founded.  When,  Sir,  you  took  up  your 

pen,  upon  this  occasion,  you  appear  to 
have  formed  a  scale  of  answer  from  which 
you  afterwards  departed.  What  we  say  of 
boys  and  their  bread*and-cheese  seems 
applicable  to  you  and  your  commentary  : 
your  eye  was  bigger  than  your  stomach. 
When  your  readers  heard  you  say,  that 
Mr.  Cobbctt  had  put  ten  questions  to 
you,  and  heard  you  add,  that  you  were 
prepared  to  answer  him,  they  must  naturally 
kave  expected  to  hnd  an  answer  to  each 
fustian;  an  answer  immediately  to  the 
point ;  a  plain  intelligible  answer  ;  in 
short,  an  answer,  for  nothing  which  does 
Bot  answer  to  this  description  is  worthy 
of  the  name  of  answer.  But,  Sir,  how 
have  you  answered  these  ten  questions  ? 
Let  us  see,  re-inserting  the  questions  as 
we  proceed,  especially  as  you  have  not 
done  it. 

First  then,  Would   they,   who  nearly 
dot]  bled  the  Income  Tax,  take  off  any 
part  of  that  tax,  render  the  imposi- 
tion of  it  more  equitable,  or  make  the 
collection  of  it  less  odious  and  vexa- 
tious ? 
l^d.  Would  they  take  off,  or  diminish 
any  tax  whatever';  or  would  they,  in 
any  way,  lighten  ihe  pecuniary  bur- 
dens that  we  bear,  aitd  that  have  subr 
jected  us  to  the  almost  daily  visits  of 
the  tax-gatherer  ? 
Now,  what  answer  have  we  to  these  ? 
The  questions  are  as  plain  as  words  can 
make  them.  The  answer  is  this:  "  When, 
**  therefore,   be    asks    us,   whether    they 
'*  would  take   off,  or  lower  the  existing 
"taxes,   we -say,  distinctly'*  (mark  this!) 
*'  we  say,  distinctly,  that  we  verily  believe, 
**  that  they  yfoiAi\  nmntain  inviolate  the 
"fidthofthe  nation,  well  knowing  that  its 
"  honesty   is  its  strength,  and   that  the 
*'  slightest  infringement  of  our  obligations 
*'  would  be  irreparable  ruin.     The  dimi- 
•"  uution  of  taxes  must,  therefore,  be  the 
"  Wou; consequence  of  a  change  of  system, 
"  not  the  fore-runner  of  it,  and,  though 
"  their  administration  might  end    in  the 
"  material  ease  of  our  burdens,  it  coidd  not 

**  begin  with   such  a  measure.'^ This 

might  all  have '  been  saved  by  the  use^  of 
the  monoty liable  NO]  for^  it  is  plain  irom 


what  is  said,  that  even  Mr,  Perry  does  not 
expect,  that  ihe  outs  would  attempt  any- 
thing in  the  way  of  reducing  our  enor- 
mous expenditure.  But,  you  perceive, 
that  he  passes  over  ihe  first  question ;  takes 
no  notice  at  all  of  it ;  but  amuses  his  rea- 
ders with  a  statement  of  his  creed  -as  to  na- 
tional morality  ;  as  if  my  questions  called 
for  any  such  statement !  What  has  na- 
tional/ai^A  and  honesty  to  do  with  the  mode 
of  imposing  and  collecting  the  Incooic 
Tax  ?  Does  he  mean,  that,  unless  this  tax 
remains,  and  is  imposed  and  collected  in 
the  same  manner  that  it  now  is,  the  ftdth 
of  the  nation  will  be  forfeited  ?  What  doe» 
he  mean  then  ? At  any  rate,  he  plain- 
ly enough  tells  us,  that  the  outs  would  suf- 
fer this  tax  to  rcmaiu  just  what  it  now  is; 
and,  if  so,  I  am  quite  certain  that  I  would 
as  soon  have  the  produce  of  it  expended 
by  Mr.  Perceval  as  by  Lord  Grey  or  any 
body  else.  If  I  am  to  have  my  properly 
taken  from  me,  without  the  power  of  ap- 
pealing to  a  jury  as  to  whether  it  be  taken 
away  justly  or  unjustly,  I  care  not  one 
straw  whether  it  be  expended  by  the  ins 
or  by  the  outs. 

3rd,  Would  they,  frankly  agreeing  to  a 
fair  inquiry  in  the  xase,  put  to  righto 
the  important  matter  of-  the  Droiu  qf 
Admiralty  f 
4th,  Would  they,  setting  the  influence 
of  lawyers  at  defic^oce,  relbrm  the 
Prize  Courts,  and   give  to  the  Navy 
what  is  now,  to  the  infinite  injury  of 
the  country,  swallowed  up  by  Proc- 
tors and  Advocates,  and  an  endless 
list  of  law  officers  ? 
3th,  Would  they  lop  off  all  unmerited 
Pensions    and    Sinecures,   beginning 
with   those  of  themselves  an4  their 
families? 
6th,  Would  they  reduce  all  the  useless 
parts  of  the  Army ;  introduce  an  im- 
partiality of  Promotion,  taking  merit 
as  the  sole  ground  thereof;  and  would 
they,  in  all  promotions,  employments, 
and  contracts,  in  the  Army  as  well  ts 
in  the  Navy,  set  borough -mongering 
influence  at  nought,  and  consult  the 
public  good,  and  that  only  ? 
To  these  ques^ons  we  have  nothing  but 
the  following  general  and  vague  sort  of 
answer:  "  We  can  only  si^^  that  we  should 
**'  be  ashamed  of  the  preference  we  give  la 
^'  these  honourable  men  over  their  oppo- 
"  nents,  if  we  did  not  relLi^jssiy"  (in  the 
jubilee  way,  I  suppose,),"  give  them  credit 
"  for  their  avowed  determination  to  intro- 
."  duct  and  to  practise  an  umhtsoI  ssconow^ 
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"  in  the'conduct  of  our  affeirs."  CEcono* 
my!  Why,  it  is  not  merely  oeconomy 
that  these  questions  point  at.  They  point 
at,  nay,  they  speak  of,  matters  ciccply  in- 
teresting to  tlie  efficiency  of  our  navy  and 
our  ariAy.  How  are  these  huddled  to- 
(feiher  and  confounded  by  the  word  oeco- 
uomy,  and  universal  (economy  too  !  I 
ask,  wiU  your  faction  reform  the  prize- 
courts  and  give  to  the  navy  what  is  now 
uselessly  swallowed  up  by  proctors  and 
advocates  ?  To  this  what  ^answer  do  I 
get  ?  Why,  "  we  verily  believe  they 
*'  will  practise  an  tmivcrsal  aconwn^. 
This  is  no  answer  to  the  questions.  It  is 
DO  answer  to  any  one  of  them ;  nor  does 
the  answerer  express  even  an  opinion  as  to 
what  his  faction  would  do,  relative  to  these 

important  matters. But,  let  us  stop 

here  to  notice  an  observation,  of  the  ten- 
dency of  which  the  writer  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  folly  aware.  After  stating, 
that  he  is  thoroughly  persuaded,  that  the 
o«/jare  determined  to  introduce  and  prac- 
tise an  universal  oeconomy  in  the  conduct 
of  our  adairs,  he  says,  "  We  will  say  ! 
"  more — we  believe,  that  it  is  the  per-  i 
^  suasion,  that  such  is  their  principle  and 
"  iMie  qf  conduct,  that  constitutes  the  soie 

"  ohitacle  to  their  employment.*' That 

15  to  say,  HI   plain  Enjj:lish,  that  they  are 
kept  out  of  power  solely  because  they  are 
hioivn  to  wish  to  mve    the  public  money. 
Now,  then,  Mr,  Perry,  who  is  it  that  keeps 
tliem  out  of   power  ?     Who  is  it  that  dis- 
likes them  because  they  wish  to  spare  our 
parses  ?     Who  is  it  that  is  such  an  i-nemy 
of  the  people  ?     Answer  me  this,  thou 
moderate  gentleman,  who  do  not  wish  to 
rebuild,  but  to  repair.     Who  is  it  that  you 
mean  ?    And,  are  we  not  in  a  pretty  situa- 
tion, if  there  does  exist  any  person  or  per- 
sons, having  the  will  and  possessing  the 
power,  to  keep  men  out  of  office,  solely 
because  those  men  would,  if  in  office,  en- 
deavour to  alleviate  the  burdens  of  the  people 
by  preventing,  as  much  as  possible,  a 
wasteful  expenditure  ?     I  do  not  like  in- 
linuations.  -  Why  did  not  Mr.  Perry  tell 
03  voho  it  was  he  meant  as  keeping  the  outs 
from  power,  solely  because  they  were  de- 
sirous of  saving  the  people's  money  ?      ■« 
The  remaining  questions  I  will  now  put, 
one  by  one,  and  the  answer  to  each  imme- 
diately after  it. 

dtt.  7.  Would  they,  in  all  questions  re- 
lating to  Hanover,  think  only  of  the 
interests  of  England,  and  not  think 
Hanover  as  dear  to  ns  as  Hamp- 
•hhre? 


'  Ans.    "  What  may  be  their  line  of  con- 
"  duct  with  regard   to  Hanover,  wc 
*'  certainly  do  not  afiect  even  to  con* 
**jecture;    because,  in   the    present 
*'  state  •  of  European   politics,    it    ii 
"  scarcely  to  be  considered  at  all.'* 
^t.  8.  Would  they  dispense  with  the 
services  of  a  great  body  of  foreign 
Mercenaries,   kept   on    foot  in   this 
kingdom,  arul  paid  out  of  the  fruit  of 
the  people's  labours  ? 
Ans,    "  The  employment  of  mercena* 
**  ries  in  Ei^gland  every  constitutional 
*'  man  must  deplore." 
fin.  9.  Would  they,  if  Mr.  Madocks'y 
motion  were  renewed,  for  an  inquiry 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  Sale  of 
a  Seat  in  the  House  of  Commons  to 
Mr.  Quintin  Dick,  support  that  mo- 
tion r 
Alas !  not  one  word  of  answer  to  this. 
Not  a  syllable,  good,  l>ad,  or  indif- 
ferent ! 
^,  10.  Would  they  brin^  forward,  and 
maintain,  with  all  their  might,   the 
desired    measure    of    Parliamentary 
Reform,  restormg  to  the  great  body 
of  the  people  of  property  their  due 
weight,   and  making   the    House  of 
Commons  in  reality  "  the  representa-    , 
tives  of  the  people  f* 
Ans,  '•  As  to  a  reform  of  the  represent- 
"  ation  of  the  people  in  parliament, 
"  we  can  only  say,  that  we  have  uni- 
"  formly  and  earnestly  urged  it,  as 
"  the  vmolesome  and  sound  and  practi" 
*'  cal  means  of  restoring  to  the  legis- 
'^  lature  the  power  of  making  respon* 
"  sibility  more  than  a  name.      We 
"  pretend   not  to  speak  for  others," 
(O,  oh!),  "  but  we  should   imagine, 
"  that,  to  the  simple  and  effectual  re- 
"  form,   of  which   we  have   always 
'*  been  the  frTends,  there  is  no  great 
'*  objection  to  be  found  in  tmy  quarter." 
I  wish,  while  you  had   the  pen  in  your 
hand.  Sir,  you  had  just  taken  the  pains  to 
tell  us  what  sort  of  a  reform  that  is,  to 
which  you  have  always  been  a  friend. 
But,  yon  only  imagine;  you  expressly  say, 
that  you  .do  not  speak  for  others;  and,  I  am 
ftilly  persuaded,  that  those  others  are  iar 
indeed  from  being  of  your  way  of  think- 
ing upon  this  all-important  point.    Th« 
writers  who  speak  for  those  others,  as  to 
this  matter,  are  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers, 
well-known  to  be  closely  coifhected  with 
many  of  chem/  and  the^e  Reviewers  have 
lately  told  us,  that  any  change,  which 
should  give  tho  people  a  vwce  in  th« 
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Haas<e  of  Commoo^  would  hn  injuriaui  to 
tho  nation,  an<)  would,  inde^^  i^fdlibly 
destroy  tiic  kingly  gQDcrw^^.^r-T-^JpTQm  jroar 
manner  of  expression,  at  the  close  of  your 
cominen(s^  one  would  suppo^,  that,  to  a 
reform  to  a  certain  extent ;  such  ja  reform 
as  that  proposed  by  Ma.  Giey,  your  party 
would  bave  no  ohjtiction.  Will  they  say  so  ? 
Has  any  sucb  expression  escaped  them  ? 
I  Jbelieve  not.-- — r-You  (and  they,  too,  I 
dare  say,)  complaio,  that  Lord  Lonsdale 
has  the  giving  away  of  a  seat  in  the  king's 
cabinet  copncil ;  ^nd  you  represent  this 
council  as  bein<;,  in  tiact,  the  mere  nomi- 
nees of  tiiose,  vfho  kaof  v^umcc  in  th$  Hotisf 
qf  CommoM,  Now,  U  this  so  ?  You  talk 
of  my  uttering  calumr^y;  you  talk  of 
ipy  slandering ;  but,  if  this  ho  uot  true, 
what  are  you  guilty  of?  And,  if  it 
be  true,  is  it  not  idle  to  talk  of  a 
change  of  ministry^  unless  you  c^n^  ^l  the 
sjRme  tio^^  put  down  this  influence  in  the 
House  of  Commons?  Is  it  not  a  shame 
for  a  man  of  sense  and  of  talents,  to  feign  a 
hope  of  any  national  good,  unless  such 
retojm  take  place  as  shall  do  away  this 
deadly  inHuencje?—-^,  indeed,  your  ^^c- 
tioii  would  #tate  u>  the  people  what,  yuu 
have  stated;  if  they  would  tell  us  that 
they  h^p^e  no  objection  to  an  eillxtual  re- 
form, such  a  reform  as  woukl  render  res- 
pansibili/y  sometk^g  more  ikon  a  name  /  if 
they  would  teil  os,  that  they  would  give 
us  such  a  reform,  then,  indeed,  we  might 
begin  to  conceive  hopes.  But^  no  «ucb 
tjijng  do  they  tell .  us,  Thtca.are  loms 
persons,  who  would  be  satlsi^d  with  the 
restoration  of  iriennud  PatUanie^is,  without 
^y  thing  more.  Not  even  those  persons 
have  been  able  to  extort  even  a  uod  of  as- 
sent fiom  any  of  your  party.  Why,  then, 
should  any  of  us  any  single  soul  amongst 
us,  wish  for  their,  exaltation  to  poiver? 
Wjll  they  promise  us,  that  they  will  h/ing 
to  ptuHskmenl  any  predecessor  wiso  has 
abused  his  power  ?  Not  a  man  of  ihem 
will  promise  any  such  thing  ;  but,  on  the 
^nti-ary,  would  call  us  fooLs  il'  we  wcro 
weak  enough  to  expect  ii,  IVhy,  then.; 
I  will  repeat  my  question  'till  I  weary 
vou;    uJiy,  then,  1  say,  should  we  wish 

for  any  change  of  moo ; ""  1  pause  for 

"  a  reply." 

W-.  COBBETT. 

Boilty,  Thursday,  23  Nov,  1  $0'^. 

A  letter  of  Ma.  Waitjiman,  iuseried 
tielow,  I  beg  ka*e  to  jeco.ujpend  to  ihe 
partipula^  at^efl^imi^jipy  r^adfrs. 


Address  to  ^  Ciffza^  pf  Londcm. 
ADDRESS 
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TO  1H^ 

CITIZENS  OF  LONDON. 


Mr.  Coabstt, 

Sir;-*!  feel  highly  obligad  to  you  for 
your  endeavours  to  bring  back  t\\e  Citiccni 
of  London  to  a  proper  sense  of  tl^eir  doty. 
I  am  anxious,  as  faras  in  me  lies,  to  re- 
trieve my  own  eharacler  and  theirs  from 
the  shame  and  obloqny  which  muH  aitacii 
to  it  hy  confklin^  such  an  important  irost 
into  the  hands  of  msn^  who  hav:e  givfii  as 
such  flagrant  proo£i  of  Iblly  and.  want  of 
principle.  You  will  there^Mie  oblige  mc 
by  publishing  the  follewing  Address  to  my 
feilowHcitizens:"-'  I  am,  yours,  &c. 

Fellow-Citizeks  ! 

Jhv  rondttct  of  oujr  Common  Cooocil 
demand*:  our  serious  atJtentipn  :  The  s^tt 
of  the  CounUy  iiuperiously  calls  for  it; 
and  we  have  no  pther  al^rnative  than  tD 
restore  to  the  Corporation  the  drgnity  and 
ipdepeiMlepce  it  has  lost,  or  to  suxrender 
all  pretensions  pur^lvef,  not  oply  to  cba- 
racter»  bui  to  tliosn  ri^hits  whic^  our  9n* 
cestors  Ibu^ht  for  and  obtained,  and  which 
the  n>ost  aSluciKr  ^  t^^ost  temperate  aD4 
most  virtuous  amongst  ^  acknowledge  to 
b»  worth  preserving,  ^veiji  jMt  4h^  b^ixard 
of  our  lives. 

In  calling  your  ^ttent^^nto  the  di^uKM*^ 
M  pi-oceedmg^  of  the  Common  (S^^ 
for  thelaj>t  twenty  fiy-e  years,  I  entreat  yoa 
to  recur  tp  its  trausacti^ns,  pi:eviou8  to  that 
period ;  you  vvjl)  the^  be  ^b^  better  euahied 
to  mark  the  shameless  depravity  of  ti^>e 
present  times  by  contrast ujig  it  with  the 
manly  and  decisive  fi^rmm'ss  with  y^hkh 
the  open,  or  insidiops  ata^rks  of  the  mi* 
uisters  of  the  crown  were  jrcsaVed>  when- 
ever they  attemj>ted,  by  trick  or  by  vio- 
Leiicej  to  reader  the  Citi^eos  of  Loadoa 
iiubservieut  to  their  duttgns.  No  longer 
the  int|iepid  Champions  of  our  ConstitUf 
tioual  riglus  : — no  longer  the  vi^ihot 
guardians  of  our  honour  aud  interests]  pr 
the  stern  oppopers  of  ministerial  encroach- 
Qxents-^the  Common  Couiu^il  hav^  shewa 
thcmseUes  the  tviAii^g  ^dvocittes  off^v/?^ 
tern  of  corruption  which  is  a^q^ag  i^t 
very  foundations  of  the  gov^inmeutit  pren 
leu^s  -to  ^ppont. 

Instead  oJ  appnoaching  the  tl»9»^  wiib 
firmness,  in  the  lajp^uage  qf  troth :  iastca() 
of  insist iiig,  ^  th^y  are  |>oi»fid  to  dis  ^ 
an  inquiry  into  tli«  scandalous  va^te  of 
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Public  M€ihej»  and  the  wanton  sacrifice  of 
Itfes  tn  haisardoys  enterprises  and  inwboH-^ 
iMne  climates:  instead  of  opposing  with 
courage  equal  to  the  ntagnitttde  ef  the  oc- 
casioo,  the  enormous  abuses  vi4iich  dis- 
htwoar  and  impoyerisb  the  nation: — we 
find  the  Coiimon  Council  the  mere  agents 
6r  sacceeding  factit)ns>  partaking  of  that 
iitCitoy  it  should  expode  and  extinguish, 
giving  to  crime,  and  imbecility,  the  pla«h 
dies  due  only  to  virtue  and  to  wisdom. 

There  is  not  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
a  citjr;  borough,  town,  or  village^  where 
the  Common  Council  has  not  become  the 
mlpect  of  serei^  animadversiori,  of  scoff 
and  of  ridicule.  The  public  journals,  the 
Iheatre,  ami  the  print  shops,  have  equally 
contributed  to  the  exposure  of  their  folly. 
ignorance  and  selfishness ;  nor  are  %oc,  my 
fellow  Cttisens,  exempt  froni  the  censure 
it  has  incurred ;  seeing  that  it  could  only 
have  proceeded  from  our  criminal  supine* 
oess  and  neglect,  that  men  so  unworthy 
arid  incapable,  should  have  been  chosen 
as  our  representatives  in  tbe  Corporation. 
If  iheir  turpitude  have  brought  o«r  for- 
tunes into  hazard,  their  gvilt  is  less  blama- 
K^M  eban  our  indolence  and  indiscretion, 
m  malcmg  sttcfa  improper  selectiotis.  Their 
i{$tturance  and  incapacity  prepared  m,  in 
some  8ort»  iot  the  baseness  and  venality 
«re  have  experienced;  the  cofintry  has 
reason  to  expect  from  us  a  choice  more 
worthy  the  character  of  the  Citisens  of 
Ibe  metropolis  of  the  British  Empire. 

It  may  not  yet  be  too  late  in  aome  mea- 
•ore  to  repair  the  injrny  they  hare  done 
«s,  and  secure  the  level  which  we  have 
kat     In  short/  our  right  annually  to  elect 
persons  to  represent  us  in  Common  Conn- 
cii  has  acquired  a  value  beyond  what  it  ever 
before  possessed  in  any  period  of  our  history. 
Let  ndestmiate  it  accoraing  to  its  full  wortn. 
Let  ns,  by  a  manly  discharge  of  oiur  duty 
at  this  periknis  moment,  endeavour  to  re- 
trieve oof  own  character,  and  save  the 
empire.  The  Aldermen  were  once  elected 
annaalW ;  this  privilege  was  lost  by  out 
neglecting  to  exereise  it.     The  want  of 
this  prudent  check  may  account  for  their 
ttegiect  of  eior  interest  and  contempt  for 
^ar  opinion.    Their  basking  io  the  sun- 
jihine  of  court -fitvouTr  with  pensions,  titles, 
contracts,   hwns,  jobs  and  appointments, 
nore  than  sulfficieiitly  atone  to  them  for 
the  loss  of  our  confidence  and  respect. 
No  longer  in  dinger  of  being  dismissed  ; 
^y  hold  their  sitoationB  for  life,  as  some 
of  the  Common  Coiuneil  are  well  disposed 
toda«  and  wbo  nidly,  by  their  conduct. 


seem  to  consider  themselves  fixtnt^  be* 
yond  the  reach  of  our  auihoricy,  owing  U> 
their  hating  been  suffered  to  contimiov 
year  alter  year,  in  offide,  althoqgh,  y«alr 
after  year,  they  have  forfeited  all  claim  to 
the  distinction. 

Are  yon  aware  that,  by.  abstaining 
from  the  annual  exercise  of  this  invaluable 
riglit,  tve  are  virtually  constituting  it  an 
office  for  life  ?  As  we  have  ^nuaf  elec- 
tions, let  the  use  of  them  be  marked  with 
firmness  and  discrimination,  by  dismissing 
those  who  are  undeseiTing  of  our  ^y^or^ 
and  electing  men  of  ability  and  public 
principle.  By  such  conduct  we  shall  pat 
a  stop  to  the  infamous  traffic,  the  disho* 
nourable  but  profitable  intercourse  carried 
on  between  the  members  of  that  Court  ana 
the  Treasury. 

I  am  very  far  from  insinuating,  that 
all  the  members  of  the  Corporation  merit 
this  censure.  On  the  contrary,  tbera  ar«^ 
several  who  well  deserve  our  esteem ;  an4 
the^  best  pcOof  we  can  give  of  our  eoafi^ 
dence  in  their  integrity,  will  be  to  recara 
them  at  the  ensuing  £lectiod8  io  the  post 
they  hav«  so  honourably  filled.  To  sudl 
men  it  will  be  the  most  gratifying  recom* 
pence  we  can  bestow  upon  thieir  fidelity  ; 
and  while  our  approbation  serves  as  4 
sttmula^  to  future,  and  I  trust  more  efiee* 
tual  exertions,  it  will  confirm  them  the  mora 
strongly  in  an  inflexible  attachment  to 
our  ri|pts  «id  interests.-Jn  the  late  dia* 
gracetal  contentions  at  Guildhall,  th# 
condiict  of  these  men,  opposed  to  the  ye« 
nal  and  selfish  hirelings  of  that  Court, 
offers  a  contrast  too  striking  to  escapa 
yoof  notice:  and  ic  is  owing  to  the  firm 
stand  they  made,  that  the  majority  wera 
driven  back,  and  the  corporation  has  been 
rescued  fi-om  the  odium  of  appropriatin|^ 
from  our  imboverished  funds,  those  sums  iu 
feasting  ana  noting,  which  we  have  since 
had  the  felicity  to  behold  applied  to 
releasing  the  captive,  and  solacing  the 
afflicted. 

Having  called  these  important  facts  to 
your  recollection,  and,  in  order  to  impress 
them  more  strongly  on  your  mind,  re- 
quested yon  to  look  to  the  actual  state  of 
the  Country,  I  conjure  you  not  to  treat 
the  office  of  Common  Council-man,  as  un- 
important, and  below  the  acceptance  of 
the  most  intelligent,  and  respectable 
amongst  you.  Th*re  most  be  a  coiose- 
quence  attached  to  the  proceedings  of 
men,  whose  actions  regulate  the  conduct 
of  others.  However  absurd  or  contra- 
misohicroui  and 


dictory,  nay,  hoWetat 
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•Ten  wicked  the  resolves  of  the  Common 
Council  may  be,  those  resolves  serve  as 
examples  to  all  the  corporate  Towns  in 
the  Kingdom.  They  become  in  a  great 
measure  epidemic,  and  the  Ci^  of  Lon- 
don becomes  in  fact  responsible  for  the 
guilt  and  folly  of  ^the  nation. — Do  not 
therefore  suppose,  that  the  odium  belong 
delusively  to  the  Common  Council ;  a  fu* 
greater  portion  of  guilt  and  folly  attaches 
t6  ourselves,  for  having  furnished  impro- 
per and  incapable  men  with  the  means  of 
dishonouring  our  character  and  injuring 
the  Country.  Their  errors  and  their 
crimes  are  no  less  ours  than  theirs.  We 
gave  existence  to  both,  by  delegating  a 
power  to  men,  who  had  neither  wisdom 
to  exercise,  nor  virtue  to  resist  the  temp- 
tation to  abuse  it. 

As  a  Body  whose  Councils  have  evi- 
dently an  extended  and  decisive  influence, 
the  greatest  cJrcumsi)ection  should  be  ob- 
served in  the  choice  of  materials  of  which 
it  is  composed  ;  and  as  not  only  our  Rights 
and  Interests  are  confided  to  their  discre- 
tion and  ability,  but  those  of  our  posterity, 
let  me  again  conjure  you  not  to  consider 
the  office  as  trivial,  or  of  little  importance, 
requiring  neither  talents,  experience,  nor 
honesty.  Before  you  vote  ask  yourselves 
this  question,  Would  you  if  you  had  an  af- 
^r  of  some  difficulty  to  submit  to  arbi- 
tration, confide  in  the  understanding  or 
integrity  of  the  men  you  are  about  to 
vote  for  ?  If  not,  how  then,  can  you 
possibly  reconcile  it  to  your  conscience, 
to  deposit  into  the  hands  of  these  indivi- 
i2uals  a  trust  of  such  magnitude. 

I  beseech  you  to  remember,  that  not 
only  our  civil  and  political  rights  are  for 
twelve  months  surrendered  into  their 
hands,  but  that. several  local  duties  aee 
confided  to  their  care :  that  the  licencing 
of  Victuallers,,  on  which  the  morals  of  the 
lower  orders  of  society  depend  :  the  pav- 
ing, lighting,  watching  and  cleansing  of 
the  metropolis,  so  conducive  to  the  pre- 
-servation  of  health,  to  personal  securit)'-, 
and  comfort,  belong  to  the  Common 
Council.  You  will  also  recollect,  that 
they  have  the  management  of  a  revenue 
amounting  to  nearly  100,000/.  per  annum, 
the  application  of  which  has  been  em- 
ployed, not  in  improving  and  embellish- 
ing the  City,  not  in  removing  public 
nuisances,  or  in  works  of  public  utility, 
but  in  public  dinners,  jobs,  and  improvident 
•cfaemes. 

If  the  decisions  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil have  for  the  last  *25  years  been  gene- 


rally opposed  to  our  interests,  locket  the 
characters,  the  pursuits,  the  talents  of  the 
individuals  who  have  exultingly  promoted 
such  injurious  meaAires»  in  opposition  to 
better  and  more  temperate  judgment; 
which,  happily  for  the  country,  now  ap* 
pears  likely  to  obtain  that  weight  it  ought 
at  all  times  to  have.  The  men  to  whom  I 
allode  have,  in  order  to  accomplish  their 
own  sordid  and  corrupt  views,  long  arro- 
gated to  themselves  a  consequence  to 
which  they  have  not  the  leaat  pretension. 
It  is  to  these  presumptuous,  and  at  die 
sanie  time  servile  agents,  that  the  autbon 
of  our  public  grievances  have  enjoyed  so 
long  a  furlough  fiom  national  resentment. 
Let  us,  then,  by  a  manly  exercise  of  oar 
elective  franchise,  give  an  efiectoal  cheek 
to  the  iniquitous  career  of  these  presuBip- 
tuous  individuals  in  the  Common  Council ; 
which  will  bo  a  prelude  to  the  disgrace 
and  punidmient  *of  their  abandoned  and 
profligate  employers. 

Felktw  Citisens :  It  ia  neitlier  possible, 
nor  I  trust  necessary  in  an  Address  like 
the  present,  to  enumerate  the  long  cata- 
logue of  evils  which  the  fi>lly  and  mis- 
conduct of  our  rulers  have  inflicted  upon 
the  country,  even  during  the  present  year, 
muck  less  for  a  long  series' of  years  passed. 
With  an  expenditure  of  80  millions  per 
annum,  what  have  we  achieved  ?  Havt 
we  lessened  the  power  of  the  enemy  ?  or 
have  we  added  to  the  security  of  the  coun- 
try ?  Our  taxes,  particularly  the  Income 
and  Assessed  Taxes,  are  demanded  of  ut 
with  increased  rigour  and  severity;  our 
grievances  remain  unredressed,  corrup- 
tion, abuse  and  peculation  in  the  public 
expenditure  unreformed  ;  thousands  uA 
thotisttDds  of  our  brave  soldiers  have  in- 
gloriously  perished  in  Spain  and  Walcbe- 
ren.  The  land  is  filled  witb  afflicted 
parents,  widows,  and  orphans,  to  mooni 
their  guUty  loss,  whilst  the  remains  of  oar 
gallant  army  are  now  languishing  witk 
sickness  and  disease. 

.  While  the  nation  at  large,  feeling  for 
the  wounded  honour  of  the  country,  have 
been  anxiously  looking  up  to  tho  Corpo- 
ration of  London  to  take  a  l^m  demandi- 
ing  inquiry,  we  have  seen^the  sycophants 
ef  the  Common  Council,  instead  of  snaring 
with  the  country  in  the  generous  indigna- 
tioa  which  it  feels  at  beholding  a  vast  em^ 
pirc  crumbling  to  pieces,  instead  of  joining 
with  the  virtuous  part  of  the  corporation 
to  call  for  reform  of  abuses,  these  plac&> 
hunting  canker-worms,  destitute  alike  of 
talents,  probity,  or  shamo,  have  wk^ 
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soured  to  prevent  inquiry  into  these 
fail  ares  and  disgraces,  by  drowning  the 
complaints  of  the  people  in  the  tumult  of 
general  feasting  and  illuminations.  Im- 
becility and  crime  have  found  in  them 
protection,  and  ihcy  have  const^tly  op- 
posed every  measure  calculated  to  remove 
the  present  corrupt-system,  without  which 
removal  this  kingdom  must  ultimately  fall, 
as  other  kingdoms  have  done>  under  the 
power  of  a  foreign  sword. 

It  is  to  prevent  a  calamity  of  this  exr 
tent — it  is  that  our  rights  may  be  pre- 
served to  the  very  end  of  time,  that  I  call 
upon  you  to  select  men  worthy  of  your 
confidence,  and  with  talents  suitable  to  the 
tiroes  in  which  we  live.  Remember  that 
the  trust  we  delegate  is  not  exclusively  our 
property :  nor  is  it  to  be  exercised  exclu- 
sively for  our  own  ben  fit ;  but  a  trust 
confided  in  us  for  the  security  and  advan- 
tage of  the  whole  community.  This  truth 
cannot  be  too  strongly  imprtssini  upon  our 
minds.  Our  existence  as  a  state  may  de- 
pend upon  our  integrity  and  prudence  in 
the  exercise  of  this  right.  It  is  a  mis- 
taken generosity,  and  ai  this  period  a  vgry 
hazardous  experiment,  to  allow  unworthy 
or  incapable  individuals  to  retain  their  si- 
tuations merely  because  they  have  held  them 
for  years.  Nor  is  it  less  criminal  in  those 
who  have  talents  equal  to  the  discharge 
of  the  duties,  to  withhold  their  services  at 
a  moment  like  the  present,  when  the 
nation  is  tottering  under  the  imbecility  of 
aconuptand  despicable  faction,  avowedly 
unequal  to  what  they  have  undertaken,  and 
who  have  held  out  ilags  of  distress  for  as- 
sistance to  men  as  unworthy  as  themselves. 
Feel  as  men  ought  to  feel  when  assailed 
with  difficulties;  Come  forward  like  men; 
Vindicate  your  rights ;  Retrieve  your 
character,  by  dismissing  those  who  have 
betrayeci  their  trust,  and  giving  the  Cor- 
poration the  full  benefit  of  your  talents 
and  your  virtues ;  Shame  the  unprincipled 
hirelings  of  the  day  into  that  obscurity 
from  which  their  conscience  should  inform 
them  they  oosht  never  to  have  emerged  : 
Form  immediately  Committees  in  your 
^respective  Wards  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing.forward  and  supporting  proper  Candi- 
dates. A  Citizen  of  London 

ff^ov,  18,  1809.        OF  THE  Old  School.. 


SPECIAL  JURIES. 


Sib;  The  appearance  of  a  letter  by 
your  correspondent  W.  F.  S.,  in  your  Re- 
gister of  the  11th  of  this  month,  jscalls. 


to  mind  a  former  one  by  that  gentleman,^  ou- 

the  abused  organiz'\tion  ot  special  Juries, 
which  I  had  intended  to  notice  at  the  time^ 
with  a  view  to  traro  the  evil  to  it's  soui'cer 
and  to  shew  the  true  character.  an<l  extent 
of  it ;  but  which  afcerwards'  escaped  my 
recollection,  and  has  not  since  been  thought 
of.  This  explanation  will,  I  trust,  apolo- 
gize fijT  adverting  to  a  paper,  inserted  fio^ 
far  back,  as  the  30th  of  September  last.-r- 
The  question,  1  conceive,  embraces  a  wider 
field  of  argument,  and  involves  considerar 
tions  of  infinitely  more  importance,  than; 
what  have  been  ascribed  to  it  by  your  cor- 
respondent. He  has  stated  a  case  for  the* 
contemplation  of  your  readers;  but,  by- 
confining  himse)f  simply  to  the  recital  o£' 
that  case,  without  attempting  to  atcount 
for  it,  or  speculating  on  it's  consequences,, 
has  left  the  argument  ijicomplete.  The 
facts  adduced  by  him,  and  the  quotations^ 
cited  from  Professor  Dlackstoiie,  are  only 
useful  to  establish  the  truth  of  his  position,, 
that  Special  Juries  are  not  now  organ  zed 
as  the  law  intended  they  should  be;  but, 
why  this  difference  in  Ua  ir  org  mizatioa 
ha!<  taken  place,— ifcheilier  it  tends  lo  the 
advantage  of  the  conimimity ;  ant*;  if  not,, 
how  it  may  be  remedied,  he  has  hardly 
rhou;;ht  it  necessary  lo  explain. — Now,  if 
appears  to  ree,  ih  ^t,  bef  >re  condf  mning  an 
abuse  (by  which,  in  a  case  of  this  sort,  is- 
to  be  understood,  an  aberration  from  any 
customary  or  prescriptive  act),  it  is  indis- 
pensable to  know,  if  sill  h  abuse  could  have 
been  avoided  ;  and,  at  least,  po  itic  to  in- 
quire, if,  upon  the  whole,  it  i«*  injurious  to 
the  parties  who  may  be  aff  cied  by  its 
operation.  Your  correspondent  has  com* 
plained,  that  Speciat  Juries  are  now  com- 
posed of  tradesmen  and  cnauufacturers ; 
th  it  ihesp  members  of  society  are  dubbed 
♦'  Esquires,"  in  the  JSherSlTs  book ;  and 
that  though,  by-this  insertion,  and  a  com- 
petent qualification  in  respect  to  property, 
they  may  answer  in  denomination  to  the 
persons  mentioned  for  the  execution  <»f  the 
office, — yet,  that,  by  want  of  education,  • 
and  a  consequent  narrowness  of  mind  and 
principle,  Uiey  are  virt'ially  incapab-.e  of 
acquitting  themselves  properly  ;  that  the 
men  alluded  to  are  not  of  this  descripr-on; 
that  they  are  real  esquire- ;  and  ihat  a 
real  esquire  is  a  man  possessed  of  under- 
standing as  well  as  property,  whose  rank, 
and  opulence,  and  independence,  are  only 
subservient  to  the  impiovemem  of  hJH  in- 
tellect and  the  developement  of  hi-  ta- 
lent.— If  1  understand  ^our  correspondent 
rightly,  this  is  what  he  meand^,  6ir ;  and 
aC2 
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certunly  ft  ii  Kmnd  doctrine^  Qnimpeach- 
able  philosophy.  But,  still,  I  «pi  afraid, 
ih»  notioo  of  an  Esquire,  this  character  of 
a  Special  Jury-man,  h  founded  in  theory 
rather  than  in  practice,  and  accords  better 
with  the  Utopian  system  o(  sir  Thomas 
More,  than  with  instantN  to  be  selected 
firom  real  life. — I  will  not  take  upon  me 
to  affirm  what  may  hare  been  the  state  of 
^6ciety  at  the  time  the  law  in  question  was 
enacted  ;  nor,  indeed,  what  it  mav  hare 
l>een  in  the  day  of  sir  William  Blacastone, 
although,  if  we  are  to  believe  that  which 
It  recorded  of  him,  he,  too,  made  a  diflfer* 
•nee  between  writing  on  the  principles  of 
the  constitution  and  illustrating  ibem  by- 
his  practice  ];  but,  this  I  mar  state,  without 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  tnose  meA  who 
are  considered  now  a-days  in  the  light  of 
nadfe  'Squire% — I  mean  men  of  inde- 
pendent fortunes,  acquired  and  transmitted 
to  them  through  the  industry  of  their  pro* 

fenitors ;  are  infinitely  less  competent  to 
ischargetbe  dutiea  of  a  Special  Jury,  than 
the  objects  of  your  correspondent's  censure. 
They  formerly  may  hate  been  distinguish- 
ed from  their  lellow  countrymen,  by  quali* 
ties  more  substantial,  and  attributea  more 
respectable,  tb^n  empty  titles  and  a  rela- 
tire  state  of  riches ;  but  now,  alas !  the 
man  of  fortune  is  identified  with  the  man 
of  fashion,  and,  of  all  characters  upon 
earth,  the  man  of  ^hion,  considered  exclu- 
sively as  siich,  is  the  most  despicable  and 
disgusting. — A  pedestrian  or  a  pugilist, 
9k  jockey,  or  a  gamester,  new  marks  him 
to  public  notice,  and  stamps  distinction 
on  the  risinff  race  of  noblemen  and  young 
esquires  ;  their  leisure  and  independence 
are  sacrificed  to  folly ;  their  spirit  is  de- 
bauched by  the  meanness  of  their  pur- 
suits :  the  parade  and  pageantry  of  a  ffi^p- 
Club  exhibit  sufficient  scope  for  their  emu- 
lation, and  the  attitudes  of  a  bruiser,  or^ 
perhaps,  the  pedigree  of  a  pointer,  are 
among  the  most  abstruse  and  aeveriest  of 
their  studies.  And  yet,  these  men  com- 
plain of  a  disposition,  on  the  part  of 
the  people,  to  degrade  nobility,  and  to 
bring  th^  higher  orders  of  society  into 
contempt,  as  if  any  thing  could  more  ef- 
fectually tend  to  do  so,  than  their  own 
profligate  demeanour  and  i^porance  of 
understanding.  Indeed,.  It  is  truly  la- 
mentable to  reflect  on  the  degenerate  and 
disgraceful  state  of  this  part  of  the  com- 
munity, opposed  to  the  situation  of  their 
inferiors:  whilst  the  latter  are  contend- 
inff  agaijpt  the  pressure  of  the  times,  and 
fubstitoting  solid  study  and  ratioi;^!  fprms 


of  learning,  in  place  of  those 
with  which  they  were  wont  to  soothe  4ie 
cares  of  life  and  soften  the  fatigoe^  of  bo^ 
siness,  but  which  they  ire  now  uBiMels 
a£R>rd ;  the  former  is,  at  best,  indulging 
in  inanity,  or  running  through  the  sceaei 
of  fashionable  dissipation,— fiat,  the  order 
of  employment  is  inverted :  the  anMse«> 
ments  of  the  poor  are  converted  into  ob* 
jecto  of  study  by  the  rich  ^  while  tbestih 
dies  of  the  rich  are  transmuted  into  meam 
of  relaxation  by  the  poor !-  -What  socb  s 
man  as  Locke,  who  in  his  work  on  Educs- 
tion  treats  the  ignorance  of  men  af  fbr^ 
tune  in  matters  of  jurisprudence,  ss  s^ 
actual  absurdity,  would  say  to  this  ei- 
change,  one  may  easily  conceive;  bo^ 
without  probing  the  grieyaace  deeper, 
it  is  cutting  enough  ta  think,  that  thoie 
designed  by  the  Uw  to  discriminate  be- 
tween riffht  and  wrong,  and  to  admet- 
sure  and  assign  its  penalties,  are,  for 
the  most  part,  ignorant  of  its  first  pria- 
ciples,  andf  are  certainly  incompetent  to 
serve  on  Special  Juries,  to  whom  tbs 
more  refined  and  intricate  parts  of  h  9it 
referred. — I  cannot,  therefore,  agree  witli^ 
your  learned  correspondent,  that  the  t^ 
noval  #f  the  men  objected  to  by  him, 
from  our  Special  Juries,  and  conseqaendjr 
the  introduclioh  of  sutfa  as  I  have  d6> 
scribed,  would  be  a  pnblic  j^enefit,  or 
better  answer  the  purpose  of  the  legists* 
ture :  fbr,  it  is  manifest,  that  our  present 
Jurymen  ore  superior  in  anderstandiag; 
and  as  to  sentiment  and  feeling,  in  regard 
to  those  cases  where  a  sense  of  honour  is 
required  to  appreciato  a  breach  of  duty, 
or  estimate  a  loss  of  happiness;  where 
pecuniary  costs  and  damages  are  the  only 
reparation  that  can  be  made  for  a  ria- 
lence  committed  on  a  man's  internal  quiet 
and  reputation;  it  would  in  regard  la 
these,  be  little  better  tfaaa  a  ioke,  a  mers 
mockery  and  make-game,  wtth  so  many 
great  delinquents  ben>re  our  eyes,  to  se* 
lect  a  tribunal  from  the  higjher  patb  of 
life,  or  pack  a  jury  from  the  ftEshionabti 
sphere.  The  idea  is  realty  laughable^ 
one  miffht  as  well  think  of  drinking  bran> 
dy  to  cneck  a  fever,  or  of  using  acids  to 
correct  a  cholic.  For  my  part,  if  I  were 
in  the  situation  described  by  your  corre^ 
pendent, — deprived  of  my  wife'sadbctioo^ 
and  aopplanted  in  her  esteem ;  wounded 
in  my  honp^,  and  injured  in  my  iame,b|r 
the  machinations  of  an  artful  scoundrel, 
calling  himself  my  friend ;  I  would  hither 
submit  my  claim  to  a  jmry  of  enlkhtesal 
Tradesmen,  witb  a  respectaUe  Uimrtate 
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at  ilmr  head  (since  »  person  of  that  pro- 
lemon  is  «Uteil  by  your  correspondent  to 
have  acted  in  toch  capacity  on  a  late  oc-^ 
caatoo), — men,  susceptible  of  the  comforts 
of  domestic  life,  and  patterns  in  tbem- 
•elves  of  conjugal  fidelity,  than  even  to  a 
•et  of  Peers,  with  a  prince  or  prelate  for 
tkoir  €»reman,  if  the  hitter  were  defi« 
CAent  in  these  respects,  and  not  exempt 
hy  law,  from  serring  npoo  Jnries. — la 
abort.  Sir,  yoor  correspondent  mast  per- 
ceive, that  the  evil  he  complains  of,  arises 
rather  from  the  general  depravity  of  so- 
ciaty,  than  fronv  any  wanton  ionovatioa 
on  an  established  priacjple;  and  that  it  is 
anavoidable,  and  e^en  d«sirable»  coa- 
aidering  the  incapacity  of  those  alluded 

tQ  by  We  law He   has^  I  am  sure, 

from  hit ,  style  of  writing,  too  much 
paodour  to  impute  to  me  any  interested 
aaakivf ,  in  commenting  on  his  paper ; 
nay  only  aim  in  doing  so,  hariog  been 
to  reoKnre  an  impression  that  it  may 
have  excited  in  disparagement  of  pub* 
lio  justice,  a4  administered  in  our  courts 
0f  law,  which,  notwithstanding  the  abuse 
in  qoestion,  the  prevalence  of  party 
^irtS,  and  the  preponderating  influence  of 
the  executive  government  of  the  country^ 
Was  never,  1  believe,  dispensed  with 
greater  purity  and  freedom  than  at  the 
present  moment. — Before  concluding  the 
discussion  of  this  topic,  as  reference  has 
been  m<ftdc  to  thr*  admirable  treatise  of  sir 
William  BUckstone,  I  am  tempted  to 
transcribe  a  passage  from  k  in  regard  to 
Juries  which  cannot  he  loo  seriously  at- 
tended to  by  every  fin^^li^hman  who  values 
the  privileges  of  his  constitution: — "  All 
f '  gentlemen  of  fortune  are,  in  consequence 
f<  of  thfic  property,  liable  to  be  called 
«'  upon  to  estabiisii  the  rights,  to  estimate 
^  the  injuries,  to  weigh  the  accusations, 
•^  and  sometimes  to  dispose  of  the  lives  of 
•*  their  fellow*subjects,  by  serving  upon 
^  Juries^  In  this  situation,  they  have  fre^ 
**  qqenily  a  ri^H  to  decide,  and  that  upon 
•*  their  oaths,  <|uestio(isof  nice  importance, 
**  in  the  selt-ction  of  which  some  legal 
**  All  is  requisite ;  especially  where  the 
^  law; and  the  fact,  as  it  often  happens,  are 
'^  hKinrately  blended  together.  Aiui  the 
''  general  tncapQcit3r,  even  of  our  best 
''Jones,  to  do  this  with  any  tolerable  pro- 
**  prtety,  has  greatly  debased  their  autho* 
^  rityi'  and  has  unavoidably  thrown  more 
'*  power  into.  the.  hands  of  the  Judges,  to 
^  direct,  controol,  and  even  reverse  their 
^  verdict,  than  perhaps  the  Constitution 
•^  intended.^'  1  am.  Sir,  yonis^  Itc.  -  S. 
Bmdm,  Natf.  12, 1809. 


MR.  WARBLE 

ANn  tHX 

feDINBUKGH  REVIEWERS. 
Sir  ;  I  cannot  contemplate  the  fallacioai 
misrepresentation  of  these  writers,  of  Mr. 
Wardle's  Speech  on  the  Public  Expendi* 
ture,  at  the  same  time  with  the  extensiva 
ioflaence  of  their  book  on  the  public  opi- 
nion, without  seeking  through  your  aid  to 
dojustice  to  his  extraordinary  merlU.  After 
a  preamble  full  of  praise  of  Mi-.  Wardle  as 
one  of  **  the  most  zealous,  and  able  cham- 
pioiis  for  economy  and  reform,"  and  for 
having  ".come  fairly  forward  with  the 
items  of  his  proposed  deductions/*  lanr 
gua^e  truly  becoming  their  subject,  and 
coming  fron%  such  authority  as  ought  to 
make  the  servile  aiitbors  of  the  Morning 
Post  blush  for  tneir  bas^  calumnies,  they 
proceed  to  lay  down  this  position ;  that 
"  the  main  savings  and  indeed  all  that  in 
a  national  point  of  vie^,  is  worth  attend- 
ing to,  is  to  be  effected  by  a  redaction  ia 
the  numher  or  allowances  of  our  army  and 
navy."  Now,  Mr.  Cobbctt,  L  do  not 
hesitate  to  assert,  that  a  statement  morf 
false,  or  more  demorutrative  of  a  vicious 
perversion  of  fact,  never  was  made.  The 
writer  of  it  must  liave  known  how  gross  a 
falsehood  he  was  attempting  to  give  cur- 
rency to,  and  it  is  but  tpo  manifest  that  his 
motive  could  be  no  other  than  that  of  a 
wish  to  please  a  party  who  have  uniformly 
Til'ified  and  opposed  Mr.  Wardle ;  because 
he  could  libt  have  been  unacquainted  with 
those  points  of  Mr.  Wardle's  Speech  which 
I  am  about  to  refer  to,  and  which  will 
shew,  that,  so  &r  from  any  reil  action  be- 
ing proposed  in  the  elective  force  of  the 
cojintry,  no  one  saving  can  be  considered 
as  having  the  smaHest  tendency  to  dimi^ 
nish  it — In  order  to  make  out  his  case  the 
Edinburgh  Reviewer  says,  *'  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  infantry  and  cavalry  are  to  ba 
discharged/'  but  of  what  kind,  any  of 
our  regulars,  militia  or  volnnteers?  not  a 
single  corps  or  regiment,  except  two  regi- 
ments of  household  troops,  that  are  never 
sent  on  service,  and  w^ose  duties  could  be 
performed  by  the  heavy  dragoon  regi- 
ments :  and  except  a  reduction  of  the  car 
vahy  ragimenufrom  2!l,409  to  18,000,  a 
reduction  which  has  the  sanction  of  some 
of  the  ablest  officers,  and  which,  if  efiected» 
would  leave  a  force  of  cavalry,  that  with 
the  volunteei'  cavalry  would  be  equal  to 
every  duty  the  state  could  desire.  It  is 
positiTely  f^lse  that  Mr.  Wardle  proposed 
to  discharge  a  single  inaa  of  the  infantry^ 
and  ia  saying  tha^  he  dld^  ^  JU^iewera 
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b^ve  in  terms  said  what  wasnot  true.  Nor 
<]i(f  he, as  they  alledge,  propose  that  the  re- 
mains of  the  Volunteers  should  be  discharg- 
ed. Oh  this  he.vd  he  adopted  the  opinion  of 
sir  R.  U  iisoii  that, ''  military  cloathing  is 
not  necessary  for  such  a  force,"  and  pro^ 
poSied  a  saving  equal  to  the  expence  now 
incurred  by  cloathing  the  Volunteers.  Of 
tiie  whole  therefore,  of  the  assertion  of  the 
Keviewers,  as  far  as  relates  to  a  reduction 
•f  our  arnny,  all  of  it  that  is  good  for  any 
thing,  i<  just  so  much  of  it  as  can  be  borne 
out  by  the  disbanding  of  two  regiments  of 
household  tro  jps,  and  reducing  our  cavalty 
from  23,CXX)to  18,000  men.  So  much  for 
their  honesty  and  accuracy  1 — ^They  have 
stated  truly,  that  Mr.  Wardie  proposed  to 
disband  the  foreign  corps.  But  not  correctly 
that  such  a  measure  would  be  a  reduction 
of  our  army  ;  looking  to  its  efficiency,  and 
not  to  its  numbers,  for  its  value,  because  no 
man  capable  of  appreciating  the  character 
of  our  Constitution, '  and  of  what  really 
forms  the  safety  of  the  empire^  can  say, 
that  24',000  foreign  troops  add  any  thing 
to  our  security  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  his 
tninti  must  revolt  from  the  idea  of  such  a 
force  having  existence  in  our  country,  and 
be  forcibly  alive  to  apprehensions  of  dan- 
ger raiher  than  to  confidence  in  security, 
whenever  it  contenfiplates  so  formidable  a 
force  wholly  unconnected  with  the  inte- 
rests and  liberties  of  the  people. — The  Re- 
"viewers  go  on  to  say,  "  no  more  fbrtifica* 
tions  are  to  be  constructed;  the  allowances 
to  the  militia  arc  to  be  reduced  ;  a  third 
part  of  the  sum  destined  for  the  Navy  is  t,o 
be  withdrawn.  But,  "  these  were  not 
measures  of  economy,  but  measures  of 
state  policy." — Not  measures  of  economy  ? 
So  because  by  hook  or  by  crook  the  idea  of 
a  measure  of  state  policy  can  be  attached 
to  any  proposition  by  which  a  saving  of 
millions  will  be  effected  to  the  public,  then 
it  is  not  to  be  a  measure  of  economy,  there- 
fore to  have  no  merit  or  attention  bestowed 
upon  it,  but  to  be  wholly  disregarded,  and 
the  people  told  to  be  satisfied,  and  not  to 
eX()ect  its  being  adopted,  because  they  are 
quite  under  a  mistake,  have  nothing  to  say 
to  it,  but  must  leave  it  entirely  t,o  the  mi- 
nisters, who  alone  have  concern  with  mea- 
sures of  state  policy  ! — But  in  regard  to 
these  for'ificafions,  how  stands  the  fact; 
a  measure  of  state 
too/,  a  year  to  extend 
ndred  miMions  of 
ided  upon  them  in 
i^Mgitwenty  years,  and 
86(4^  every'man  who 


ever  read  ,a  newspaper,  that  this  expcndi* 
ture  was  wholly  useless^  any  other  pereon 
besides  the  writer  of  this  Review  might  have 
been  willing  to  allow  that  the  question  was 
no  longer  one  of  state  policy ;  but  one 
more  belonging  to  the  head  of  state  cor- 
ruption, and,  therefore,  most  fit  for  the 
budget  of  Mr.  Wardie. — -As  to  the  allow- 
ances to  the  militia,  Mr.  Wardie  pro- 
posed  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
work  at  harvest  for  three  months  in 
the  year,  and  during  these,  three  monibf 
to  stop  their  payment,  a  practice  of  the 
famous  King  of  Prussia.^-But  the  most 
scandalous  opinion  broached  by  the  Re- 
viewer is,  that  on  the  subject  of  the  naval 
expenditure,  they  say,  "  that  any  re» 
trenchment  of  the  funds  appropriated  for 
the  navy,  must  be  attended  with  the  ut- 
most hazard." — it  really,  (Mr.  CobbeU), 
is  quite  melancholy  to  think,  that  a  woit 
which  has  by  its  former  opinions  so  de> 
served ly  gained  great  weight  with  tlie 
public,  should  contain  so  base  a  prostitu- 
tion of  talents  as  is  here  exemplified  in  this 
short  sentence.  What,  after  the  facts  which 
have  been  heaped  upon  facts  of  an  unqu«»» 
tiouable  and  unquestioned  fixed  natare> 
proving  how  much  of  the  annual  naval  ex- 
penditure is  actually  robbed  from  the  pub- 
lic by  those  ^ho  belong  to  the  naval  de- 
partment, is  it  possible  that  any  ouui  could 
iiave  been  found  that  would  venture  to 
step  forward  in  support  of  this  syaMaa  «f 
state  corruption  and  common  robbery, 
and  give  a  calm  deliberate  opinion,  such 
as  these  Reviewers  have  here  given  ?  1  am 
sure  that  the, public  have  too  much  good 
sense  to  be  led  astray  on  this  point,  even 
by  the  influence  of  these  Edinburgh  Re- 
viewers.— But  now.  Sir,  having,  1  conceiv^^ 
completely  refuted  the  assertion  of  the  Re- 
viewers, that  the  main  saving  proposed 4>y 
Mr.  Wardie  wai  to  be  ejected  by  a  re<(uc- 
tion  in  the  Army  and  Navy  ;  I  will  sheir 
by  a  reference  to  his  published  Spe^h 
what  proportion  of  the  saving  can  have  no 
possible  connection  Avith  the  reduction  of 
either. 

Stafl'of  15  Militia  Corps  re-         jf. 

duced 10,000 

Cloathing  Local  Militia  -  -  -      700,000 
Cloathing  and  Staff  of  Volun- 
teers     ^-.--  1,000,000 

Staff  of  the  Army-  -----      200,000 

Recruiting  Staff  -  -  -  -  -  -      200,000 

Army  Auency  - ,51,075 

War  Office --.       1^4,000 

Pay  Office 24,000 

Medical  Department  *  -  -  -     200,000 
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Commissariat    --*-..-     ^00>000 

Barracks 350,000 

Army  Cloatbiog 270,000 

CoUection    of    Reyenue    io 

Great  Britain 1,051,930 

Collection    of  Revenue    in 

Ireland 388,367 

Commissioners  and  Auditors 

of  Public  Accounts 70,000 

Back  ;  The  sum  charged  for 

the  management    of   the 

National  Debt    -  -. 210,591. 

Pensions,  andOffices  executed 

by  Deputy ...  -      200,000 

Bounties-  -- 15.0,000 

Colonies 500,000 

Catholic  Emancipation  -  -  -  2,000,000 


£.  8,099,84.1 


Here,  Sir,  is  a  saving  proposed  of  eight 
millions,  without  including  a  single  item 
exposed  to  either  of  the  two  objections  of 
the  Reviewers,  either  as  being  a  reduc- 
tion of  military  defence,  or  belonging  to 
a  qaestien  of  state  policy.  Was 'it,  then, 
fakir  for  them,  in  giving  so  decided  an  opi- 
DiOQ  upon  what  they  are  pleased  to  call 
tbe  extraordinary  statement  of  Mr.  War- 
die,  ^o  pass  these  items  over  in  silence, 
and  thus  give  their  authority  to  the  inge- 
nious but  false  tfnputations  of  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson,  to  lake  from  the  true  value  of  this 
truly  astonishing,  display  that  Mr.  War- 
die  made  of  tne  practicable  measures 
which  might  be  adopted  to  ease  the  bur- 
dens of  the  people  ?  But  the  sober  judg- 
ment of  the  people  of  England  will  not  be 
led  astray  so  easily.  The  facts  which 
have  been  disclosed  of  waste  and  corrup- 
tion in  the  control  of  the  Public  Expendi- 
ture cannot  be  so  readily  effaced.  They 
know  too  much  not  to  see  that  Mr.  War- 
die  must  be  right,  and  that  there  is  room 
even  for  doing  much  more  than  he  pro- 
posed to  ^o.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  no 
aesitation  in  saying  that  if  a  very  few 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons  stand 
by  him  in  his  endeavours  to  obtain  a  fi- 
nancial reform,  he  will  before  the  end  of 
next  session  carry  with  him  the  public  ap- 
probation and  support  fully  as  extensively 
as  he  did  in  the  business  of  the  Duke  of 
York.— Your  obedient  servant,  Vebax. 


SPEECH 

Of  the  RfiV.  Mr.  Shepherd,  delivered 
a(  the  recent  Celebration  of  the  An- 


NivEBSABy  of  Mr,  Roscoe's  Electien, 
taken 

Prom  the  Siatcsmoni 

Gentlemen ;  I  have  witnessed,  with  the 
greatest  pleasure,  the  enthusiasm  with 
which  you  have  paid  your  tribute  of  re- 
spect to  our  late  worthy  representative  ; 
and  that,  not  merely  on  account  of  the 
friendly  sentiments  which  I  have  long  en- 
tertained towards  Mr.  Roscoe,  but  because, 
in  my  humble  judgment,  this  enthusiasm 
augurs  well  of  the  final  success  of  the 
gloilous  cause  in  which  we  are  jointly  em- 
barked. (Applauses.)  To  this  cause.  Gen- 
tlemen^  the  course  of  passing  evems,  should 
induce  us  most  steadily  to  adhere ;  for  the 
occurrences  of  every  day  more  manifestly 
demonstrate  its  truth  and  justice.  Yes, 
Gentlemen,  I  am  persuaded  we  cannot  bet- 
ter prove  our  attachment  to  the  country, 
than  by  treading  in  the  steps  of  pur  muck 
loved  and  valued  friend,  the  anniversary  of 
whose  election  we  are  now  met  together  to 
celebrate ;  and  in  opposing  the  proceeding^ 
of  those  weak  and  wicked  ministers,  who . 
have  too  long  directed  his  majesty's  coun- 
cils, and  who  have  obstinately  and  per-* 
vcrsely  persevered  in  a  system  which 
has  reduced  this  nation  to  its  present  de- 
plorable condition.  ( Applauses. )*  I  trust. 
Gentlemen,  that  we  shall  never  forget  ihe 
means  by  which  those  ministers  came  into 
place ;  1  trust  also  we  shall  ever  remem- 
ber, that  the  foundations  of  their  power 
are  bigotry  and  intolerance ;  that  they  were 
wafted  into  office  l^y  the  drunken  belch* 
ings  of  "  No  Popery  and  *'  Church  and 
King.*'  (Loud  applauses.) — What  are 
these  watch  words  of  party.  Gentlemen, 
but  the  signals  of  riot,  and  the  instigators 
of  persecution  ?  What  do  ministers  and 
their  adherents  mean,  when  they  stimulate 
the  intoxicated  multitude  to  cry  out ''  No 
Popery  !"  ?  Do  they  mean  to  say,  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  Religion  shall  not  be  ex- 
ercised in  this  country  ?  If  so,  they  fly  di- 
rectly in  the  face  of  the  law  of  the  land. 
But  do  they  mean  .to  insinuate,  that  there 
is  some  noxious  cl&arm  in  that  religionj 
\\hi'ch  renders  its  professors  hostile  or  in- 
different to  their  native  land  ?  I  maintain» 
that  the  history  of  the  world,  and  t|ie 
course  of  passing  events,,  give  the  lie  to 
this  insinuation.  Who  are  they,  who  have 
in  spite  of  disaster  and  discomfiture,  time 
after  time,  rallied  round  the  standard  of 
the  Emperor  of  Austria,  io  defend  hie 
throne  and  their  country?  They  are 
Roihan  Catholics*    Who  are  they,  who. 
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ttam  the  bTcak  Rommik  ef  the  Tyrolean 
mountains^  at  this  moment  breathe  deitoce 
msainst  the  Conqueror  of  the  Continent  ? 
They  are  Roman  Catholics.  Of  what 
faith  wepc  the  heroes  who  chose  to  perish 
amidst  the  smoking  ruins  of  Saragossa, 
rather  than  submit  to  the  oppression  of 
their  country  f  Why,  to  a  man,  they  were 
Roman  Catholics.  (Loud  applauses.)  Re- 
ferring to  these  instances,  and  a  thousand 
others  which  might  be  mentioned,  I  will 
always  maintaun,  thai,  as  I  expressed  my- 
self on  a  former  occasion,  the  flame  of  Loy- 
alty and  Patriotism  can  glow  in  the  breast 
ofa  Roman  Catholic.  (Applauses.)  And 
from  the  nature  of  things.  Gentlemen,  it 
must  be  so;  for,  upon  what  is  the  princi- 
|]4e  of  patriotism  founded }  It  is  founded 
upon  the  possession  of  property ;  upon  the 
enjoyment  of  the  protection  of  the  law ; 
but  more  than  that,  perhaps  it  is  founded 
upon  the  chanties  of  social  and'  domestic 
Irte,  (Loud  applauses.)  Until  then  it 
can  be  proved  to  me  that  the  Caiholics  of 
Oreat  Britain  and  Ireland  have  no"  stake 
in  the  country  ;  till  it  can  be  proved  to 
me  that  they  are  destitute  of  natural  af- 
fection, that,  they  feel  no  love  for  their 
pareitts,  no  fondness  for  their  wives,  no 
tender  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  their 
children,  I  wiU  maintain  that  they  are 
fit  to  be  trusted  with  arms  in  defence  of 
their  country,  and  woe  befal  the  roan  who 
basely  insinuAtes  the  doctr4ne  that  they 
.   and  their  country  have  different  interests. 

(Loud  applauses.) Again,  Gentlemen, 

what  mean' those  words  which,  in  the  sea- 
son of  turbalence,  we  see  chalked  i^pon 
our  walls,  and  hear  resounding  amidst  the 
<)onvivia]ity  of  oqr  opponents?  What 
means  the  noted  symbol  of  party.  Church 
and  King?  Oentlemen,  I  will  tell  you 
what  it  means,  and  for  this  purpose  I  will 
borrow  the  language  of  an  eminent  Big^, 
nitary  of  the  (3i\irch  of  England,  whom  l' 
have  the  honour  to  reckon  among  my 
friends ;  when  immediately  after  that  moat 
disgfaceful  outrage,  the  Birmingham  Riot, 
this  Di^itary  was  called  upon,  in  the 
midst  of  a  Urge  company,- to  drink  the 
toast  of  Church  and  King,  he  address- 
ed the  Master  of  the  feast  4n  ttie  fol- 
lowing terms. «'  Sir,  I  venerate  the  Church, 
the  holy  offices  of  which  I  have  long 
been  accustomed  to  administer;  I  trust 
also  that  the  whole  tenor  of  my  life 
proves  that  I  honour  my  King  ;  but  I  will 
ttot  drink  the  toast  of  Church  and  King, 
far  I  well  know  what  is  the  meaning  of 
tboea  wQHb  wban  they  ara  put  m  cofl^iHie- 
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tion.  Their  meaning  4s  a  Chareb  above 
the  State^  and  ^  King  abore  the'  Law. 
Against  these  principles  I  will  protest  to 
the  latest  moments  of  my  life."  So  sakl 
this  Cignitary,  Gentlemen,  so  say  I,  and 
so  I  am  confident  say  vm  all.  (Applauses.) 
Yes,  Grentlemen^  after  the  example  of  this 
Diffnitary,  we  will  honour  the  Ktng.  We 
will  honour  him  constitutionally.  We  will 
abo  testify  aur  regard  to  him,  but  in  a 
mode  difi^rent  from  that  adopted  by  Mr. 
Spencer  Perceval  and  his  adherents,  should 
it  so  happen  that  a  pledge  confesse4il/  un- 
constitutional is  required  from  hit  Mi- 
nisters. Should  it  so  happen  that  a»  on- 
popular  and  insulting  answer  b  given  to 
an  address  from  the  imetropolis  of  tke 
kingdom,  we  will  not  say,  these  are  the 
personal  acts  of  (he  King>  and  (uust  not 
be  called  into  question.  Nu,  Gentteinef, 
we  will  take  our  stand  upon  the  platforoi 
o€  the  Constitution,  and  our  motto  shall 
be,  "  A  King  that  can  do  no  wro^g,  but 
Ministers  that  ere  responsible  fer  every 
act  of  state.'*^  (Loud  applauses.)—- 
And,  Gentlemen,  what  a  weight  of  re- 
sponsibility rests  upon  the  shouklers  of 
Mr.  Spencer  Perceval  and  his  co^adjutors ! 
For  what  is  the  8ubsta(K?e  of  the  history  of 
Britain  for  the  last  eighteen  months  hot  a 
series  of  disgrace  and  disasters  abroad, 
and  the  open  and  unblushing  patronage  of 
corruption  at  home?  (Applauses.)— -« 
Amongst  the  foreign  transactions  of  Mi- 
nistei-s  stands  first  in  order  of  time  the 
celebrated  Convention  of  Cintra.  Permit 
me,  (zentlcmeii,  to  go  back  to  thai  period, 
I  will  detain  you  for  as  short  a  time  as 
possible.  (Loud  cries  of  hear,  hear !) — 
Such  of  you,  Gentlemen,  ae  1  had  the 
hotv>ur  to  address  on  a  similar  occasion  on 
this  day  twelve  months,  may  perhaps  re- 
collect that  I  then  expressed  my  opinieo 
that  no  satis^ctory  result  was  to  he  ex- 
pected  from  the  Court  of  Enquiry,  which 
was  appointed  to  eitamine  into  that  trans- 
action. Gentlemen,  the  event  justified 
my  prognostic.  That  Court  did  not  probe 
the  transaction  in  question  to  the  bottom. 
— By  its  very  constituti<Mi,  indeed,  it  was 
precluded  from  so  doing ;  it  was  a  Comt 
of  Military  Inquiiy  ;  ami  of  Military  In- 
quir^  only;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  \% 
verdiet  was  strictly  correct,  which  de- 
clared that  no  blame  was  to  be  imputed 
to  tbe  Commanders  of  the  Ezpeditioa. 
Still,  however,  it  was  the  general  feeling 
of  the  country,  that  blame  was  tP  be  ia^ 
puted  somcwbere  ;  and  I  thmk  that  this 
feeling  was  right,  and  that  I  can  demon* 
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stnitc  to  ypu,  that  blame  of  the  most  se- 
rions  kind  is  to  be  impated  to  his  Majesty's 
Ministers,  who  planned  and  organized  the 
expedition. — <yentlemen,  I  am  not  so  ab- 
surd as  to  pretend  to  be  a  critic  upon  the 
minutise  of  military  operations.     I  do» 
however  lay  ciaim  to  credit  for  a  little 
common  sense,  under  the    guidance   of 
which,  and  under    the  correction  of  my 
worthy   and   gallant  frieod    on   my  len 
(Colohel  Wiltfams),  I  lay  down  the  fol- 
lowing positions.  That  in  order  to  insure 
soccess  to  an  expedition  against  a  forei^ 
^%my,  it  is  absolutely  requisite  that  the 
planners  of  that  expedition  should  be  ac- 
qoainted  with  the  number  and  species  of 
the  enemy's  forces,  that  they  should  pro- 
ride  their  troops  with  the  means  of  trans- 
porting artillery  and   ammunition;  that 
they  should   secure  an  adequate  supply 
of  proTisinns ;  and,  though  it  may  not  be 
i^Molntely  necessary,  yet  I  should  think 
it  highly  expedient  that  the  conduct  of 
the  tixpedition  should  be  entrusted  to  a 
Oeneral,  well  apprised  of  its  objects  and 
plan,  and  who  is  intended  to  prosecute  it 
to  its  termination.     Now,  Gentlemen,  let 
DS  try  the  expedition  to  Portugal  by  these 
rules.     On  the  1 2th  June,  I  bO$,  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  set  sail  from  Cork,  with  between 
eight  and  nine  thousand  men,  under  as- 
mirances  from  Ministers,  that  the  dbpos- 
able  force  ofthe  French,  in  Lisbon  aiBouni«> 
ed  to  no  more  than  fom*  thousand.--^ — In 
point  of  fact.  Gentlemen,  the  numbers  of 
French  troops  in  Portugal  at  that  time, 
amounted  to  four  and  twenty  thousand ! 
Two  days  after  Sir  Arthur  sailed,  they 
received  more  correct  information,  in  con- 
nequence  of  which,  thev  sent  afler  him 
reinforcements.     These  having,  more  by 
good    luck  than   gocKJ   management,  ar-v 
rired  in  time,  Sir  Arthur  was  enabled  to 
meet  the  eneuiy;  he  did  meet  them  at 
Boleia  and  Yimiera — his  soldiers  did,  what 
I  trust  (allow  me  to  correct  my  expres- 
sion, what  I  am  confident),  British  sol- 
diers always  will  do,  when  they  contend 
with  a  ftie — ^they  covered  themselves  with 
glory.     (Lpud  applauses.)    They  repuls- 
ed  and  defeated  the  enemy.     But  ^heir 
Commander  was  unable  to  follow  up  his 
victory.    And  why?    On  account  of  the 
superior  number  of  the  enemy's  horse. 
For,  be  it  known  to  you,  Gentlemen,  that 
to  a  British  army  of  eiffbteen  thoosaml 
men,  there  were  attached  no  more  than 
two  hundred  a^d  ten  cavalry. — ^At  the 
ootstt  of  this  expedition,  ereat  Uicoove- 
nience  was  experienced,  from  the  want 


of  horses  to  conrey  the  artillery  and  ammu- 
nition.   And  for  this.  Sir  Arthur  account-* 
ed  to  the  Board  of  Inquiry  in  a  very  sin- 
gular manner.     For  he  stated,  that  think« 
mg  that  the  horsesof  the  artillery  (which 
we  must  presume  to  be  sound  and  good) 
would   sutfer  from  the  hardships^  of  the 
service,  he  substituted,  in  their  place,  a 
number  of  Irish  cast  cavalry  horses,  worth 
about  twelve    or  thirteen   pounds  each., 
(A  laugh).    Why,  Gentlemen,  with  the  . 
good    leave  of  my  worthy  fHend,  Mr. 
Casey,  I  must  say  that  this  was  a  most 
Irish  mode  of  fitting  out  an  expedition, 
and  that  Sir  Arthur's   plan  would  have 
been  consistent  and  complete,  had  he,  in* 
stead  of  able  bodied  men,  filled  his  batta- 
lions with  tottering  invalids  and  Chelsea 
pensioners.^ —  (Loud    laughing.)  —  When, 
Gentlemei^  Sir  Arthur  took   his  depar- 
ture from  Cork,  he  was  instructed  prin- 
cipally to  depend   upon  the  country  to 
wnicli  he  was  going  for  supplies  of  pro- 
visions.    When  he  arrived  in  Portugal, 
which  supplies  itself  with  bread  for  only  ' 
seven  monibs  in  the  year,  provisions  were 
so  scarce,  that  he  was  earnestly  solicited 
to  victual  the  Portuguese  troops  who  join- 
ed him,  irom  the  stores  which  he  had 
brought  with  him  in  his  ships.    And  as 
to  the  permanency  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  it  is,  I  believe,  an  unparalleled  cir* 
cumstence,  that  in  the  course  of  twenty- 
four  hours  the  British  army  was   under 
the  orders  of  three  difi^rent  Generals.— 
Gentlemen,  you  well  renumber  the  outcry 
that  was  raised   against  Sir  Hugh    Dal- 
rymple.     You  remember  the  Newspaper 
edged  with  black;  and  the  protest  of  va- 
rious towns  against  the  odium  of  having 
given  him  birih.    This  outcry  was  eagerly 
encouraged  by  Ministers,  as  it  tended,  to 
divert  the  attention  of  the  country  fron^ 
their    own    insufficiency.      It  is   highly 
probable  thatsome  of  us  here  present  joined 
m  this  outcry ;  if  so,  let  us  nuike  Sir  fiugh 
the  amende  honorable ;  let  us  acknowledge 
that  no  blame  is  attachable  to  the  MiH- 
tary  Comman(]ers  of  the  Portuguese  Ex- 
peditfon ;  let   us  bestow  our  execrations 
where  they  ajre'due  ;  namely,  upon  those 
Ministers  whQ  planned   that  Expedition, 
and    whose    ignorance    and     incapacity 
rendered  necessary   a  Convention  whica 
made  Britain  the  laughing-stock  of  Europe 
— (Applauses.)     By  this  Convention,  bow- 
ever,,  Portugal  being  cleared  of  the  ene* 
tpy.  Ministers  resolved  to  expel  the  Freacfa;* 
from  Spain.    With  thi«  view,  Ihey  sent 
i  into  that  country  an  army  under  the  com« 
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mand  of  Sir  Jtilin  Moore,  who  was  most 
pointedly  iustructcd  to  pay  •jreat  attention 
and  deference  to  the  communications  which 
he  might,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from 
Mr.  Hookhmn  Frerc,  who  was  residing  in 
Spain,  in  quality  of  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary on  the  part  of  hisBiitannic  Majesty. 
On  this  second  occasion  Ministers  betray- 
,  ed  their  ignorance  of  the  numbers  and 
resources  of  the  enemy.  Had  they  sent 
double  the  force  which  they  did  send,  it 
would  have  been  hardly  sufficient  to  secure 
the  objectof  the  Expedition.  And  as  to  the 
TJgilance  and  superior  mtelligence  of  the 
highly  accredited  Mr.  Hookham  Frere, 
one  Cact  will  settle  your  opinion  upon  that 
point.  He  was  so  singularly  vigilant  that 
he  contrived  to  apprize  Sir  John  Moore  of 
the  capture  of  Madrid  by  the  French,, 
three  days  after  the  news  of  that  event  had 
been  published  in  the  London  Papers'  (A 
laugh).  In  fact,  this  vain  and  foolish  man 
was  led  by  the  nose  by  a  couple  of  trai- 
tors, at  whose  instigation,  he  in  a  roost 
oflfensivc  and  ipsolent  manner  pressed  Sir 
John  Mooie  to  make  a  forward  movement, 
which  would  have  infallibly  insured  the 
capture  of  Sir  John  and  his  whole  army. 
The  sagacity  of  the  Briti.^h  Commander, 
however,  preserved  him  from  the  snare. 
He  effected  his  retreat  to  Corunna.  Under 
the  walk  of  tliai  town,  he  fought  the 
enemy — he  conquered — and  he  fell. — He 
fell  bravely  fighting  at  the  head  of  his 
gallant  troop?.  -(Loud  Applauses.) — ^Ha  1 
I  the  honour  of  beinj-^  of  the  kindred  of 
Sir  John  Moore,  I  sjiould  have  rejoiced  at 
that  event.  For  truly  honourable  was 
Lis  death  ;  and  it  saved  him  the  extreme 
severity  of  mortification.  For,  to  the  eter- 
nal disgrace  of  Ministers  be  it  said,  that 
while  tne  generos'tv  of  the  enemy  was 
gracing  the  fallen  rfero  with,  the  honours 
of  the  tomb,  the  malignity  of  ministerial 
hirelings  was  whispering  away  his  fair  fame, 
and  attempting  to  tarnish  his  reputation. 
A  foresight  of  this  seems  to  have  embitter- 
ed his  last  moments.  For  in  his  dyinff 
agonies  he  said,  "  1  hope  my  country  will 
do  me  justice."  Yes,  Gentlemen,  hiscoun- 
try  will  do  him  justice;  and  whilst  she 
consigns  his  calumniators  to^the  contempt 
^which  they  merit,  she  will  inscribe  his 
name  in  the  list  of  her  most  illustrious 
heroes.  (Loud  Applauses.)  —  With  the 
same  pen  too  will  she  record  the  disgrace 
of  those  Ministers,  whose  incapacity  oc- 
casioned the  sacrifice  of  him,  and  of  his 

eallant    followers*     (Applauses.) The 

failure  of  the  first  Spanish  Expedition  was. 


however,  imputed  to  the  want  of  zeal,  or 
to  the  overcautioD,  of  Sir  John  Moore.  To 
remedy  this  deficiency.  Ministers  entrust- 
ed a  second  Expedition  to  a  General,  who 
was  stated  to  be  of  a  difierent  description; 
who  was  trumpeted  forth  as  being  all 
spirit,  activity,  and  yigour;  and  who  had 
reaped  a  rich  harvest  of  laurels  on  the 
plains  of  Hindostan.  You  are  all  aware. 
Gentlemen,  that  I  allude  to  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley,  now  Lord  Wellington.  Well, 
what  was  the  result  of  all  this  enterpriie 
and  activity  ?  He  rashly  advanced,  with- 
out intelligence,  and  unprovided  with 
magazines  of  provisions,  into  the  heart  of 
the  country.  In  consequence  of  the 
customary  negligence  of  Ministers,  when 
he  met  the  enemy,  he  found  their  number 
double  his  own.  By  astonishing  efibrts  of 
valour,  his  soldiers  earned  for  him  the 
title  of  Baron  Talavera — in  return  for 
which  his  improvidence  left  them  sick  and 
wounded  in  the  hospitals  of  that  town. 
Gentlemen,  if  Lord  Wellington  be  the 
high-spirited  individual  which  he  is  refure- 
sented  to  be,  if  he  have  that  nice  sense  of 
honour  which  he  is  reported  to  have,  this 
title  of  Tnlavtra  will  baa  perpetual  tor- 
ment to  Inm.  He  will  regard,  it  as  a 
blot  upon  his  escutcheon — as  the  record  of 

his  disgrace.      (Applauses.) Before  I 

close  the  melancholy  list  of  our  expeditions, 
permit  me  briefly  to  notice  the'  Expedi- 
tion to  the  Coast  of  Holland.  While  the 
Emperor  of  Austria  was  struggling  with 
Buonaparte,  Ministers  determined  to  make 
what  they  call  a  grand  diversion.  For 
this  purpose  they  equipped  a  force  of  an 
hmidred  thousand  men. — But,  according 
to  inveterate  custom,  they  were  too  late 
in  their  preparations;  and  when  Lord 
Chatham  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Scheldt,  he  learnt,  to  his  astonishment, 
that  Antwerp  was  a  fortified  town :  that 
the  approaches  to  it  could  be  laid  under 
water ;  and  that  the  Scheldt  was  bristled 
with  batteries  and  forts.  In  -short,  tht 
upshot  of  this  Grand  Expedition  was  the 
burning  of  Flushing,  and  the  capture  of 
the  Island  of  Walcheren,  which  has  proved 
to  be  the  grave  of  our  gallant  countrymen. 

But  we  are  seriously  told  that  thoogk 

the  ulterior  objects  of  this  expedition  are 
not  accomplished,  much  has  been  done« 
since  Walcheren  is  a  capital  situation  for 
the  carrying  on  a  contraband  trade.  A 
contraband  trade.  Gentlemen !  An  hun* 
dred  thousand  men  employed  in  cstablish- 
mg  a  contraband  trade!  Oh,  that  wt 
should  hare  lived  to  hear  the  potent  aoi 
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pious  Sorereign  of  the  British  Isles  repre- 
sented by  his  own  servants,at  the  head  of 
a  gang  of  smugglers  (loud  applauses),  or 
to  see  the  Genids  of  British  Commerce, 
who  was  wont  proudly  to  spread  her  wings 
from  one  exlri'mity  of  the  ocean  to  the 
other,  metamorphosed  into  an  eel  wrig- 
gling her  dirty  w >iy  throngl^themud  banks 

of   Holiind.      (Loud   applauses.) And 

yet  i  doubt  not.  Gentlemen,  that  when 
Parliament  a8stMnt>les,  as  it  will  soon  do  to 
'  our  tost,  this  Expedition  to  Walcheren, 
and  liOrd  Wellmgton's  Expedition  to 
Spain,  will  be  vindicated  by  great  majori* 
ties,  as  being  planned  and  conducted  with 
the  most  coDsummate  wisdom.  I  argue 
this  from  a  consideration  of  the  last  2$<^s^ion, 
which  was  occupied  by  the  varnishing  and 
defence  of  every  specitis  of  abuse.  Need 
I  on  this  head  remind  you  of  the  affair  of 
the  Duke  of  York,  of  which  I  will  say  no 
more,  than  that  a  ministerial  majority  was 
prepared,  in  spite  of  the  disgraceful  situa- 
tion in  which  his  Royal  Highness  ap- 
peared to  the  eyes  of  the  nation  at  large, 
not  only  to  encoura^e^  but  to  solicit  him 
to  retain  the  othce  oi  Commander  in  Chief. 
Need  I  to  remind  you  of  the*  conviction  of 
Lord  Castlereagh,  or  his  own  confession 
of  offering  to  barter  East  India  Patronage 
for  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons  ? 
Who '  can  think,  with  patience,  of  the 
conduct  of  the  House  on  that  occasion,  or 
read  without  in«iignation«  \\»  resolution 
not  to  proceed  agarinst  his  Lordship,  be- 
cause the  bargain  had  not  been  actually 
concluded  ?  Good  God,*  Gentlemen,  what 
doctrine  is  this  ?  I  once  heard  at  the 
Lancaster  Assizes  the  question  gravely  ar- 
gued, whether  a  man  who.  was  caught  in 
transitu  in  a  chimney,  ha<f  broke  into  a 
house,  (a  laugh)  and  where  the  life  of  a 
poor  wretch  was  at  stake,  it  was  fit  and 
proper  to  raise  an  argument  upon  such  a 
cause.  But  Lord  CasMereagh  was  a  ser- 
vant of  the  King  and  of  the  Public  ;  and  I 
appeal  to  you  all.  Gentlemen,  whether,  if 
you  had  caught  one  of  your  servants  pick- 
ing the  lock  of  your  iron  chest,  you  would 
not  have  dismissed  him  from  your  service, 
though  he  had  not  actually  carried  off  a 
single  guinea,  or  a  single  note.  On  the 
same  principle  I  maintain  that  such  a  mass 
of  corruption  as  Lord  Castlereagh,  should 
no  longer  have  been  permitted  to  approach 
the  persrm  of  his  Majesty,  and  that  it  was  fit- 
ting that  he  should    have  been  expelled 

the  House  of  Commons.-^ Gentlemen, 

aucb  was  the  public  feeling ;  1;)ut  upon  this, 
as  on  a  thousand  o^ier  occasions,  the  pub- 
iie  feeling  was^  by  the  House  of  Commons, 


held  in  ceiUeropt.  And  bow  happened 
this?  Gentlemen.  I  will  tell' you.  J^ 
cause  151  individuals  return  a  majority  of 
that  House.  This  certainly  ought  not  to 
be.  (Loud  applauses.)  Till  this  evil  is 
remedied,  we  shall  see  no  good  times  for 
Old  England.  (Applauses.)  We  have 
lately  heard  a  ereat  deal  of  the  strenuous 
endeavours  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Me* 
tropolis  to  put  down  the  Private  Boxes  of 
Covent  Garden  Theatre — would  to  Heaven 
that  I  could  see  the  same  spirit  rising  in 
the  country  at  large  to  put  down  the  Pri- 
vate Boxes  in  St.  Stephen's  Chapel.  (Loud 
plaudits.)  Till  placemen,  pensioners,  and 
jobbers,  are  swept  from  the  Benches  of 
the  Senate,  how  can  we  expect  prudence 
in  the  granting,  or  economy  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  Public  Money. — —I  have 
seen  a  ^ood  housewife  raise  water  from  a 
pump  that  is  out  of  order,  on  pouring  a 
quantity  of  water  down  the  pump-stock ;  this 
refreshment  causes  the  sucker  to  play,  and 
produces  a  copious  stream .  I  leave  it  to  your 
consideration.  Gentlemen,  whether  some 
such  process  does  not  occasionally  produce 
a  copious  stream  of  public  money.— It  is 
doubtful.  Gentlemen,  whether  we  shall  soon 
be  able  to  do  any  thing  on  a  large  scale 
rcfjpecting  Parliamentary  Reform.  We 
sk^ll,  however,  in.  all  probability,  soon 
^ve  an  opportunity  of  doing  something  in 
the  retail  way.  It  is  well  known  that  dis* 
sention  and  mutual  recrimination  have 
shaken  thpibundation  of  ministerial  power. 
When  Parliament  meets,  things  will  be 
found,  to  adopt  General,  Gascoyne's  cele- 
brated expression,  "  to  be  at  sixes  and 
sevens/'  (A  laugh.)  So  much  so,  indeed, 
that  in  all  probability  the  gallant  General 
may  once  more  vote  according  to  bis 
conscience.  (A  laugh.)  This  phenome* 
non  must  forebode  some  great  event,i¥hich 
event  I  take  to  be  a  dissolution  of  Parlia- 
ment. (Applauses.)  In  that  case,  I  trust* 
Gentlemen,  that  the  Town  of  Liverpool 
will  secontl  your  endeavours,  and  that  in 
lieu  of  our  present  Representatives,  we 
shall  return  two  men,  who,  without  anv 
selfish  views  of  private  emolument,  will 
dedicate  their  talents  to  the  promotion  of 
their  Country's  good. 


AFFIDAVrrs. 

Read  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  th« 

Case  of  Wright  against  Mr.  Warolb. 

(From  the  Statesman.) 

Affidavit  (f  Simeon  BulL      , 
Simeon  Bvll,  of  Holles-^reet,  Caven- 
dish-square, in  the  County  jof  Middlesex^ 
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HooM-agenty  mftkech  Oath^  and  saith, 
that  in  the  month  of  June,  lh»08,  the 
PiaintiflC  aboTe-natned,  with  whom  this 
Deponent  was  then  unacquainted,  applied 
to  this  Deponent^  to  take  •of  him«  this  De- 
jpoDent,  a  ready  furnished  house  iaHollesu 
street  aforesaid,  for  a  Mrs.  Farquhar,  whom 
ke  described  as  a  lady  coming  from  the 
coontrj,  by  whom  he  wasemployed  to  look 
Mit  for  a  house,  which  he  was  also  employed 
lo  fornish  for  her.  And  this  Deponent  fur- 
ther taith,  that  he  accordingly  let  his 
iaid  house,  and  that  Mrs.  Chrkc,  assum- 
ing the  name  of  Farqubar,  came  inte 
and  occupied  it ;  but  this  Deponent  finding 
«at  whom  she  was,  went  to  the  said  Fran- 
cis Wright,  and  insisted  upon  Mrs.  Clarke 
laaring  the  said  h'oese  at  the  end  of  ihe 
month,  which  she  did  do.  And  this  De« 
ponent  further  saith,  that  the  said  Fran- 
cis Wright,  the  Plaintiff,  and  Captain 
ThoiDps4)n,  the  brother  of  the  said  Mrs. 
Clarke,  called  upon  this  Deponent,  and 
paid  this  Deponent  the  rent,  and  that  there 
was  a  dispute  between  the  said  Pla'mtifT 
and  Captain  Thompson,  as  to  the  name  in 
which  the  recet|>t  should  be  given  by  this 
Deponent. 

4ffidavit  qf  Saruh  MwH/ord,  • 
SaRAH  Mlmpord,  of  Holies-street,  Ca- 
iieB^h-8<|iiare,  in  the  County  of  Mid. 
fllssex,  widow,  maketh  Oath,  and  saith. 
that  she  resides  with  Simeon  Boil,  of 
Holler-street^  albresaid,  and  his  wife,  and 
a«ists  them  in  letting  the  houses  bebng- 
ing  %o  the  aaid  Simeon  Bull,  and  keeping 
of  the  acco(Uits  re laf  ire.  thereto.  And  this 
Deponent  further  saith,  that  in  the  month 
of  June,  1808,  she  recollects  the  Plttintiif 
ccming  in  the  evening,  with  Mn^  Clarke, 
w;lio  passed  by  the  name  of  Farqnhar,  to 
loekata  hoasein  Hottes  street,  belonging 
t^the^satd  Simeon  Bull.  And  this  Depo- 
nent further  saith,  that  she  went  oyer 
Ihe  said  honse  with  the  said  Plaintiff  and 
fUn.  Clarke^  and  acquainted  them  with 
the  terms  thereof;  aiid  the  said  Plaintifi' 
th«m  tok)  this  Deponent  that  he  had  seen 
Mf.  Boll  that  morning,  and  learnt  the 
terms  of  him,  and  hein&rmed  thisDep^ 
nent  tliat  Mrs.  Clarke  might  stay  in  the 
house  for  -a  month  or  two,  as  he  was 
looking  out  for  a  house  which  he  was  em- 
ployed to  furnish  fivr  her. 

Affidavit  €f  Jwfk  Cml, 
Joseph  Curt,  of  Coventry-street,  Hay- 
market,    in  tlie    County  of  Middlesex^ 
Co&e*Hottae  keeper,  maketh  oath  and* 


saith,  that  in  the  month  of  October,  1 80ti, 
Mrs.  Mary- Anne  Clarke,  now  of  West- 
boarne^place,  Chelsea,  in  the  said  County 
of  Middlesex,  but  then  of  Bedford-place, 
Russell -square,  in  the  same  County,  call* 
cd  upon  thi»  Deponent  with  one  Captain 
Thorn psfHi,  whom  this  Deponent  usder- 
iiood  to  be  her  brother,  for  the  purpose  of 
talking  of  this  Deponent  the  house  she  now 
occupies  ill  Wesiboume-place  aforesakL 
And  this  Deponent  further  saith,  that  at 
the  time  Mrs.  Clarke  so  came  to  this  Depo- 
nent, 'she  said  her.  name  was  Farqubar, 
and  referred  this  Depciiient  to  the  Plaint^ 
abore  named  for  a  character.  And  tkk 
Deponent  Airthersaith*  that  he  accordingly 
called  upon  the  said  PlaintiflT  £br  the  cha- 
racter of  Mrs.  Clarke,  whose  name  this 
Deponent  then  understood  to  be  IVlrs.  Fanp 
har:  that  he  saw  the  naid  Plaintii^  ana 
requested  of  him,  as  between  one  trades- 
man and  another,  to  be  candid  ;  where- 
upon the  said  PlaintifFassured  this  Deponent 
he  would  be  so ;  and  told  this  Deponent 
tliat  Mrs.  Farquhar  was  a  most  respectid>le 
Lady,  that  be  had  taken  sererai  thousands 
of  pounds  of  her  money,  and  that  '^  he  had 
fifty  houses  to  let,  she  should  hare  her 
choice  of  them  alL — And  this  Deponent 
further  saith,  that  he  then  enquired  oi  the 
said  Piaintllf  whether  Mi's.  Clarke,  speak- 
ing of  her  by  the  name  of  Farqubar,  wss 
married  or  not,  to  which  the  said  Plaiatiff 
replied,  that  he  believvJ  she  had  beea 
married,  but  whctbes  her  husband  wm 
living  or  not  he  knew  not.  And  tbis 
Deponent  further  saith,  that  being  saitis6ed 
with  the  character  he  had  so  received  frem 
the  said  Plaintiff  of  the  said  Mr&  Cl^ke, 
he,  this  Deponent,  expressed  sucb  his 
satisfaction  to  the  said  PlaintiflT,  ami  a6e^ 
wards  acqaarnted  Mrs.  Clarke,  that  she 
should  have  bi&  said  house.  ^  And  this 
Deponent  further  saith,  that  he  soon  after- 
wards went  to,  and  saw  the  said  Mrs. 
Clairke,  in  Bed  l<)rd-p lace  aliM-esaid,  for  ihe 
purpose  of  completing  the  arrangeoieni 
about  the  terms  of  the  said  house ;  when 
this  l)epone»l,  in  a  conyersation  which 
then  look  place>>  thinking  thai  the  furni- 
ture which  he  saw  was  her  own,  ob^enred 
to  her,  the  said  Mrs.  Clarke,  that  he 
thoaght  the  fticmtnre  in  Bedfi^-place 
wnnki  suit  ibe  house  she  had  taken  ol  him, 
this  Deponent;  te  which  the  said  Mrs. 
Claire  replied,  tbac  the  fumitare  he>  thii 
Deponent  spoke  oC  ^vm  too  old-fiKtbionod, 
and  t^at  she  only  intended  t<^  tak«  with 
hev  a  few  articies  of  it,  such-  lU  beda  and 
drawers,  and  thi^  the  said  Phdnttff  nnrf 
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to  new  fbnibh  for  her  the  house  th  Wegt- 
boume-place.     And  this  Deponent  further 
saith,  tt{at-8ome  short  time  lieforc  the  tease, 
which  was  granted  by   this  Deponent  to 
Eiiz.  Farquhar,  the  mother  of  Mra.  Clarke, 
was  executed,   and  which  lease  was  exe- 
cuted and  bears  date  on  the  9th  day  of 
Kovember  last,  he,  this  Deponent,  was  re- 
turning  from  the  hou-^c  in  Wesfbcninu*- 
placc  aforesaid,  and  met  tlie  said  Pidintiff 
in  the  King's  Road,goin^  there  for  the  pur- 
pose, as  the  said  Plaintifi'lhen  informed  this 
Deponent,  of  taking  measure  for  the  car- 
pets and  fenders,  to  be  put  down  in,  and 
tent  to  the  said  house.     And  this  Depo- 
nent fijrther  saith,  that  it  was  only  just 
before  the  said  9th  of  November  that  this 
Deponent  saw  the  mother  of  the  said  Mrs. 
Clarke,  and  was  given  to  understand  that 
the  house  was  taken  for  her,  and  that  the 
person  he  bad  before  seen  was  her  daugh- 
ter.    But  this  Deponent  did  not  become 
acquainted  with  thq  real  name  of  Mrs. 
Clarke,  until  after  the  exccutibn  of  the 
laid  lease  ;  and  when  he  did  so,  and  found 
oat  whom  she  was,  he,  this  Deponent, 
remonstrated  with  the  said  Piantifffor  the 
deception   he    had  practised  upon  him, 
which  thasaid  Plaintiff  did  not  attempt  to 
deny,  bq^  told  this  Deponent  he  thought  j 
h»  had  known  whom  Mrs.  Clarke  was. 
And  this  Deponent  further  saith,  that  after 
the  house  had  been  so  taken  as  aforesaid, 
the  execution  of  the  lease  \ras  delayed  for 
ttiflae,  oil  account  of  the  said  Mrs.Cliirke 
wishing  not  to  pay  this  Deponent  for  the 
grates  and  other  fixtures  in  the  said  house 
unUl  the  end  of  twelve  months,  when  she 
Acquainted  this  Deponent  she  should  pur- 
chase of  him  the  original  lease  of  the  said 
bouse,  and  for  which  purpose  a  clause  is^ 
inserted  in  the  lease  granted  by  thisDepo-* 
nent«       But    this    Deponent  saith,    that 
having  himself  taken  and  paid  for  the  said 
fixtures  at  a  valuation  at  the  time  that  he 
bought  the  original'  lease  of  the  said  house, 
he,    this    Deponent,    objected    to    Mrs. 
Clarke's  proposal,  and  insisted  upon  hav- 
ing  the   money;    whereupto    the    said 
Francis  Wright,  on  the  day  and  at  the  time 
of  the  execution  of  the  said  lease  (which 
lease  is  witnessed  by  the  said  Plaintiff)  and 
•  Wm.  Stokes,  the  Attorney  of  the  said 
Plaintiff  and  of  Mrs.  Clarke),  gave  this 
Beponent  a  draf^  upon  his  bankers  for  one 
liundred  and  six  pounds  fourteen  shillings 
»nd  sixpence,  the  amount  of  the  valuation 
<rf  the  said  grates    and  fixtures.      And 
Ail  Deponent  fiirther  saith,  that  the  first 
ftttu'tcrj  rent  of  the  taid  house  becommg 


due  and  not  being  paid,  this  Deponeat 
employed  M^^tsrs.  Robins  to  distrain  for 
the  said  rent,  and-  such  rent  was  then  paki 
^by  a  bill  or  draft,  of  the  said  Plaintiff,  aiMl 
the  second  quarter's  rent  was  also  paid 
by  a  draft  of  the  said  Plaintiff  on  lut 
bankers. 

Affidavit  qfSir  Rkftard  Phillips. 
-  Sir  Rich  ABO  Phiw  IPS,  of  Bridge-Street 
fihukfriarn,  in  the  City  of  London,  Knighr, 
maketh  Oath  and  saith,  that  on  or  about 
the  8th  day  of  March  last,^  this  Deponent 
was  applied  to  by  Mrs.  Mary  Amm 
Clarke,  of  Westboume-pluce,  Chelsea,  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  to  publish  her 
Memoirs,  and  certain  Letters  written  to 
her  by  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
York,  which  publication  this  Deponent 
declined  to  engage  in^  And  this  Depo- 
nent further  saith,  that  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  same  month  of  March,  this  Deponent^ 
under  the  supposition  that  he  wtis  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  said  book,  was  appHed  to  by 
the  Earl  of  Moira,  and  at  hi^  request  com** 
menced  a  negotiation  with  Mrs.  Claite 
for  the  suppression  of  the  said  book  about 
to  he  puhliiihed  by  her  as  aforesaid.  And 
this  Deponent  forther  saith,  that  in  the 
course  of  the  trea;ty  for  the  publkatioA  of 
the  said  book,  the  said  Mary  Anne  Clarioi 
assigned,  as  a  reason  to  this  Deponent  for 
making  the  most  of  the  said  publtcatiott, 
that  she  had  9,000(.  to  pay  to  Francis 
Wright,  the  Plaintiff  above-named,  for 
the  furniture  sent  in  by  him  to  her  hfiioajt 
in  Westbourne-piace  aforesaid.  And  whin 
this  Deponent  afterwards  negotiated  with 
the  said  Mary  Anne  Clarke  for  the  wop' 
^ression  of  the  said  book,  the  said  Mary- 
Anne  Clarke  stated,  that  a  sum  of  money 
must  be  given  her  for  the  payment,  of  her 
debts;  and  amongst  the  debts  ennmerttwl 
by  her,  she,  the  said  Mary  Anne  Clark*^' 
mentioned  tht^  debt  so  due  from  her  to  tfae 
said  Plaintiff  as  aforesaid. 

Afidctvit  qfJamcM  Glcnie,  Esq, 
James  (slenie,  of  Woolwich,  in  tiM 
County  of  Kent,  Esq.  maketh  Oath  «ld 
saith,  that  on  or  about  the  IGth  day  of 
December  last,  Mary  Anne  Clarbe,  of 
Westbout-ne- place,  in  the  County  of  MM« 
diesex,  urged  this  Depoaent,  with  tetft 
in  her  eyes,  to  ask  the  Defendant,  aboi% 
naped,  to  become  answerable  himtelf,  or 
to  procure  some  friend  to  be  to  to  tho 
Plaintiff  above-named  for  the  ram  of  500f. 
to  be  paid  in  two  or  three  months ;  md 
the  said  Mary  Anne  Clarke  then  reprt- 
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setited  to  this  Deponent,  that  she  was  dis- 
tressed by  the  PtaiDtif}''s  pressing  sohcita- 
lions  for  money.  And  this  Deponent  fur- 
ther saith,  that  he,  this  Deponent,  then 
informed  the  said  Mary  Anne  Clarke,  that 
.he  coutd  not  think  of  asking  the  said  De- 
fendant to  comply  with  such  her  request, 

^  for  that  he,  the  Deponent,  knew  the  De- 
fendant's determination  not  to  come  under 
any  engagement  to  pay  her  debts,  either 
to  the  Plaintiff  or  to  any  other  person; 
but  this  Deponent  observed  to  the  said 
^Jary  Anne  Clarke,  that  if  she  could  point 
out  any  meth«l  of  repaying  the  sum  she 
wanted  in  three  months,  in  that  case  he, 
this  Deponent,  would  speak  to  the  De- 
fendant on  the  subject,  not  doubting  but 
that  he,  the  Defendant,  would,  on  such 
conditions,  be  disposed  to  assist  her,  the 
said  Mary  Anne  Clarke,  in  getting  some 
person  or  other  to  afford  her  such  tempo- 
.rary  accommodation.  And  this  Deponent 
further  saith,.that  the  said  Mary  Anne 
Clarke  assured  this  Deponent,  she  should 
be  able  to  repay  the  money  in  less  than 
three  months,  out  of  the  sale  of  a  book  she 
iii^as about  to  publish.  And  thisDeponent  fur- 
ther saith,  that  soon  after  this  conversation 
had  passed  between  the  said  Mary  Anne 
Clarke  and  this  Deponent,  the  said  De- 
fendant can>e,  when  this  Deponent  took 
him  into  the  garden  of  the  house  in  West- 
. bourne-place,  and  there  mentioned  the  re- 
quest the  said  Mary  Anne  Clarke  had 
made*  But  this  Deponent  saith,  that  the 
Defendant  refused  to  comply  therewith  ; 
and  this  Deponent  further  s^uth,  that  after- 
.ivards,  and  about  the  20ih  of  December, 

4his  Deponent,  at  the  request  of  the  De- 
fendant, called  upon  the  Plaintiff  to  beg 
Jthathe  would  not  continue  just  then  to 
press  the  said  Mary  Anne  Clarke  for  mo- 
jiey,  and  this  Deponent  in  such  conversa-. 
tion  tiien  ipformed  the  Plaintiff,  that  it 
.was  impossible  for  the  Defendant  to  pay 
or  engage  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  said 
Mary  Anne  Clarke,  whether  due   to  him, 

'  the.  said  Plaintiff,  or  to  any  other  person ; 
and  this  Deponent  further  sgith,  that  the 
said  Plaintiil'nevcr  pretended  to  this  Depo- 
nent, that  ihere  was  any  debt  cJue  to  him 
from  the  said  Defendant,  or  that  the  said 
Defendant  had,  in  any  manner,  become  or 
agreed  to  become  responsible  for  the  fur- 

.nitur^  supplied  by  the  Plaintiff  and  sent 
into  th«^  house  at  Westbourne-place  afore- 
said ;  on  the  contrary  thereof,  this  Depo- 
nent says,  the  said  Pfaintiff  represented  to 
ithjs  Deponent,  that  he  had  given  credit  to 
the  said  Mary  Anne  Clarke,  for  the  furni* 
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ture  sent  into  Westbourne-placc,  in  the 
hope  that  she  would  thereby  be  induced 
to  repay  him,  the  said  Plaintiff,  which  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York  had 
promised,  but  afterwards  refused  ti>  pay ; 
and  thisDeponent  further  saith,  he  recol- 
lects a  conversation  afterwards  taking 
place  between  this  Deponent  and  the  said 
Mary  Anne  Clarice,  in  which  this  Depo- 
nent observed,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  tbis 
Deponent,  it  would  be  more  to  the  credit 
of  the  said  Mary  Anne  Clarke  if,  consider- 
ing her  situation,  she  had  a  smaller  house, 
9nd  less  expensive  furniture.  And  this 
Deponent  further  saith,  that  the  said  Mary 
Anne  Clarke  appearing  displeased  at  this 
Deponent's  remark,  he,  this  Deponent,  in- 
formed her,  that  several  of  her  Iriends  con- 
curred with  him,  this  Deponent,  in  opi- 
nion; and  that  he,  this  .Deponent,  bad 
heard  the  Defendant  make  the  same  re- 
mark; to  which  the  said  Mary  Anne 
Clarke,  as  this  Deponent  Wei  i  re>nerobera, 
replied,  *'  VViiat  is  it  to  Colonel  Wardle 
what  house  and  furniture  I  have  ? — he  is 
not  to  pay  for  k."  "  And  this  Deponent 
further  saith,  that  he  was  subpoenaed  on  the 
part  of  the  PJaifitiff,  and  attended  upon 
the  trial  ot  th^  said  cause,  but  was  not  call* 
ed  or  examined  ;  and  this  Deponent  says, 
he  well  remembers  that  the  said  Defend- 
ant was  anxious  that  this  Deponent  should 
be  examined  as  a  witness  on  his  part,  and 
actually  sent  this  Deponent,  with  Major 
Dodd,  into  Court  for  that  purpose. 

Affidavit  (f  Richard  Stonekewer  IlUngwortL 
Richard  Stonehewer  IlungwobtA, 
of  Pall-Mall,  ih  the  County  of  Middlesex, 
wine-merchant,  maketh  oath,  and  saitb, 
That  in  or  about  thejatter  end  of  the 
month  of  Dec.  last,  this  Deponent  was 
applied  to  by  Major  Dodd,  who  dealt 
with  thisDeponent  as  a  wine-merchant, to 
give  his  acceptance  to  the  Plaintiff  for 
500/.  on  account  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  and  to 
cake  her  note  for  the  same  sum,  which 
Major  Dodd  assured  this  Deponent  Mrs. 
Clarke  would  be  able  to  pay  when  it  be- 
came due.  And  this  Deponent  further 
saitb,  that  he  was  before  this  time  unac- 
quainted with  the' Defendant,  never  having 
seen  him  but  once ;  and  that  Major  Dodd 
proposed  as  a  guarantee  to  this  Deponent, 
to  give  his  acceptance  to  this  Deponent 
for  230/.  and  the  Defend antV  acceptance 
for  !^50/.  both  which  last  mentioned  ac- 
ceptances were  to  become  due  before  the 
acceptance  to  be  given  by  this  Deponent 
io  the  Plaintiff^  but  after  the  note  to  be 
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S'ven  byM rs.  Clarke  sbouid  fall  due  :  and. 
ig  Deponent  further  satth,.  that  having 
agreed  to  comply  with  Major  Dodd*s  re- 

Juest,  he,  this  Deponent,  went  to  Mrs. 
Ilarke,  and  told  her  that  he  came  there 
by  the  desire  of  the  said  ^lajpr  Dodd,  and 
that  if  she  would  give  her  note  for  600/.  be, 
this  Deponent,  would  accept  tbe  Plain- 
tift's  bill  for  that  sum.  And  this  Depo- 
nent further  saith,  that  Mrs.  Clarke  did 
give  this  Deponent  her  note,  dated  the 
27th  of  December  last  for  500/.  payable 
three  months  after  the  date  thereof,  but 
which  note  was  never  honoured  ;  and  that 
he,  this  Deponent,  thereupon  accepted  the 
PbintilFs  bill  for  the  said  sum  of  500/. 
And  this  Deponent  further  saith,  that  at 
the  time  of  this  Deponent's  calling  upon 
the  PlaintifiT  to  give  his  acceptance  for  the 
500/.  he  knew  nothing  of  any  dealings  be- 
tween the  Plaintiff  and  Defendant,  nor  had 
he  ever  heard  of  any  investigation  about 
to  be  instituted  by  the  said  Defendant  in 
the  House -of  Commons  ;  nor  did  the  De- 
fendant, or  the  said  Major  Dodd,  express 
any  wish  that  their  names  should  be  kept 
secret.  And  this  Depohent  further  saith> 
that  at  the  time  he  called  upon  the  said  Plain- 
tiff, no  conversation  passed  between  the  said 
PlunlifTatu]  this  Deponent,  respecting  the 
said  Defendant  or  Major  Dodd,  nor  was 
either  of  their  names,  mentioned  or  re- 
ferred, to  in  conversation  by  this  Deponent 
or  the  said  Plaintiff,  for  this  Deponent  says 
he  was  but  a  few  .minutes  with  the  said 
Plaintiff,  and  merely  mentioned  to  him 
that  he  came  to  give  his  acceptance  for 
500/.  on  account  ot  Mrs.  Clarke.  '  And  this 
Deponent  further  saith,  that  when  he  call- 
ed  upon  Mrs.  Clarke,  he  acquainted  her 
that  he  came  there  at  the  desire  of  Major 
Dodd,  and  that  upon  her  givinj»  this  De- 
ponent her  note  tor  500/.  he  this  Depo- 
nent would  call,  as  he  afterwards  did  do, 
amj  give  the  Plaintiff  his  acceptance  for 
500/.  And  this  Deponent  further  saith, 
that  nothing  ever  passed  between  this  De- 
ponent and  Major  Dodd,  and  Mrs,  Clarke, 
*nd  the  Plaintiff,  or  any  or  either  of  them, 
from  whence  this  Deponent  was  induced 
•to  believe,  or  given  to  understand,  that 
the  said  Defendant  had  ordered,  or  was 
indebted^  or  in  any  manner'rcsponsible,  to 
the  said  Plaintiff  for  the  furniture  sent  in 
by  him  to  the  said  house  at  Westbourne- 
place.  And  this  Deponent  furtlier  saith, 
.th^t  he  was  subpoenaed  by  the  said  Plain- 
tiff on  the  trial  of  the  said  cause,  but  was 
BOt  called  or  examined  ;  but  this  Deponent 
veil  i^ollects,  th^t  the  isaid  Defendant 


was  anxious  that  this  Deponent  should  be 
examined  on  his  behalf. 


Errata  in  Mr.  Newenham's  Letter^  in 
Register  of  4th  inst. 
P.  6S3,  1.  46,  for  trial,  read  trials 

684,  1.  58,  for  imperative,  read  inope- 

rative 

685,  1.  34,  after  or  insert  emolument 

687,  1.  23,  for  it  is  read  is  it 

688,  1.  24,  for  upon  read  under 

25,  for  tfiat  read  the 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Sweden  and  Russia. — Treati/  of  Peace  he^ 
tween  Siveden  and  Russia.  Dated  5  - 1 1th 
Sept.  1 809. — (Continued  from  p,  16$,  J 

v.  The  sea  of  Aland,  (Aland$  Haf )  the 
Gulph  of  Bothnia,  and  the  rivers  of  Tornea 
and  jVf  uonio,  shall  hereafter  form  the  fron- 
tier between  Russia  and  the  kingdom  of 
Sweden. — The  nearest  islands,  at  an  equal 
distance  from  the  main  land  of  Aland  and 
Finland,  shall  belong  to  Russia,  and  thos« 
which  are  nearest  to  the  Swedish  coast 
shall  belong  to  Sweden. — The  most  ad- 
vanced points  of  the  Russian  territory,  at 
the  iHonth  of  the  river  of  Tornea,  shall  be 
the  isle  of  lijorken,  the  port  of  Rentehamn, 
and  the  peninsula  on  which  the  town  of 
Tornea  stands.  Tho  frontier  shall  then  bf^ 
extended  along  the  river  Tomeif,'to  the 
confluence  of  the  two  branches  of  that 
river,  near  Kengis.  Jt  shall  then  follow 
the  course  of  the  river  IMtionio,  passing  iu 
the  front  of  Muonioaiska,  Muonio  Ofreby, 
Palajoeus,  Ruhane,  Enontekis,  Kelottijor- 
foi,  Paitiko,  Nuinuka,  Ruunulaand  Kilpis- 
jaure,  to  Norway. — In  the  course  of  the 
rivers  Tornea  and  Muonio,  such  as  it  ha*' 
been  described,  the  islands  situated  to  the 
east  of  the  Thalwag  shall  belong  to  Russia^ 
and  those  to  the  west  of  the.  Thalweg  to 
Sweden. — Immediately  after  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications,  engineers  shall  be  ap« 
pointed  on  each  side,  who  shall  proceed  to 
the  before-mentioned  places,  to  fix  the 
limits  along  ihe  rivers  Tornea  and  Muonio, 
according  to  the  above  described  line. 

VI.  His  Majesty  the  Enperor  of  all  the 
Russias  having  already  given  the  most 
manifest  proofs  of  the  clemency  and  jus- 
tice with  which  he  has  resolved  to  govern 
the  inhabitants  of  the  countries  which  he 
has  acquired,  by  generously,  and  of  his 
own^spontaneous  act,  assuring  to  them  the 
free  exercise  of  their  religion,  rights,  pro* 
perty,  and  privileges,  his  Swedish  Majesty. 
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considers  himself  thereby  dispensed  from 
performing  the  otherwise  smcred  dtHy  of 
roaking  resc^rvaiions  in  the  above  respects, 
in  favour  of  bis  former  subjects. 

VII.  0:i  the  signature  of  the  present 
Treaty,  information  thereof  shall  be  trau^ 
muted  immediately,  and  with  the  greatest 
celerity,  to  the  Generals  of  the  respective 
armies,  and  bostilittes  shall  eatirelv  cea«e 
on  both  sides,  both  by  sea ,  and  land. 
Those  acts  of  hostility  which  may  in  the 
mean  time  be  committed,  shall  be  regard- 
ed as  nail,  and  shall  not  infringe  this  treaty^ 
Whatever  may  be,  during  the  intervening 
period,  taken  or  conquered,  on  the  one  side 
or  the  other,  shall  be  faithfully  restored. 

VIII.  Within  four  weeks  after  the  ex- 
change of  the  Ratifications  of  the  present 
Treaty,  the,  troops  of  his  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia  shafl  evacuate  West  Both- 
nia, and  repaBs  the  river  Tornea. — During 
the  said  fuur  weeks,  there  shall  be  made 
no  reouiffition  of  any  kind  whatever  on  the 
inhabitants;  a(id  tlU  Rutsian  army  shall 
draw  its  supplies  aira  subsistence  from  its 
own  mas^azines,  established  in  the  towns 
of  West  Bothnia. — ^If  durmg  the  negocia- 
tions,  tl>e  Imperial  troops  have  penetrated 
in  any  other  direction  into  the  Kingdom 
of  Sweden,  they  shall  evacuate  the  coun- 
tries they  have  occupied,  in  virtue  of ^^ 
before  stipolated  conditions.  ^  • 

IX.  AH  the  prisoners  of  war,  made  on ,' 
either  side,  by  sea  or  land,  and,  ail  the 
hostages  delivered  daring  t^e  war,  shall 
be  restored  in  mass,  and  without  ransom, 
as  spaedily  as  possible ;  but  at  the  latent 
within  three  months,  reckoning  from  the 
•xchange  of  tlie  ratifications;  but  if  any 
prisoners  may  be  prevented  by  sickness, 
or  other  cause,  from  returning  into  their 
country  within  the  period,  specified,  tliey 
shall  not  thereby  be  considered  as  having 
A>rfeite4  the  right  stipulated  above.  They 
fthall  be  oblised  to  dischfirge,  or  to  give 
•ecerity  for,  tne  debts  they  may  have  con* 
tracted,  during  their  captivityi  with  the 
tnhabittnits  of  the  country  in  which  they 
may  have  been  detained. — lite  expences 
^frhtch  may  have  been  inctrred  by  the 
High  Contracting  Parties,  for  all  subsis- 
tence and  main^nafice  of  the  prisoners, 
thall  be  reciprocally  renounced,  and  pro- 
Tision  shall  respectively  be  made  for  their 
ttibsistence,  and  the  expence  of  their 
journey  to  the  frontiers  of  both  places, 
where  cptumtssfonere  from  their  Soto- 
reigns  shallbe  directed  to  receive  the^« — 


The  Finland  soldiers  and  seamen  irvi 
on  the  part  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  Russia,  excepted  from  this  restitotiui, 
wi^  reference  to  the  capitulations  wbick 
have  taken  place,  if  they  grant  them  i 
difft^rent  right. — ^The  Military  and  Other 
Officers,  natives  of  Fmland,  who  mty 
wish  to  remain,  shall  enjoy  that  privileit, 
and  ^  the  full  exercise  of  all  their  rig^Uf 
over  their  property,  debts,  and  efiKts, 
which  they  have  now,  or  may  here4ifter 
have,  in  the  kingdom  of  Swctfen,  on  the 
footing  of  the  l(Xh  Article  of  the  present 
Treaty. 

X.  The  Fine  now  in  Sweden,  as  well 
as  the  Swedes  now  in  Finland,  shail  bt 
at  full  liberty  to  return  n»to  their  ^pspc^ 
tive  countries,  and  to  dispose  of  their  pro* 
perty,  moveable  an^  immoveable,  vritbsat 
paying  any'  duty  of  removal,  or  ioy 
other  impost  due  on  the  like  jccasi'tnk— 
The  subjecu  of  the  two  High  Poiren, 
established  in  either  country,  Sweden  or 
Finland,  shall  have  full  liberty  to  ejtt- 
blish  themselvea  mi  the  other,  during  tiw 
space  of  three  years,  firacn  the  date  eftbi 
exchange  of  the  ratification  of  the  present 
Treaty  ;  but  shall  be  held  to  sell  or  alie- 
nate, during  the  said  pariod»  loaayssb- 
ject  of  the. Power  whoae  doamii<«  ihey 
desire  toqott. — The  property  oftho^wH 
at  th^  expiration  of  the  above  terroi  have 
not  compliod  with  this  regulation,  stall 
b%  sold  at  a  public  sale,  by  authoriry  of 
the  Magistrate,  and  the  prodote  thereof 
delivered  to  the  owners. — During  the  tbiee 
years  above  fixed,  it  shall  be  altowabie  lo 
all  to  make  such  use  ay  they  may  plew« 
of  their  property,  thepHpt^ble  enjoy  meat 
of  which  is  formally  s2k;ored  and  par 
ranteed  to  thfti. — They  niay,  themsehresi 
or  their  agents,  pass  freely  fVom  one  state 
to  the  other,  in  order  to  manage  their 
affairs,  without  experiencing  anjr  oNscle 
whatever,  in  conseoaence  of  their  qisKty 
of  subjects  of  theauier  power. 

XI.  There  shall  henceforth  he  a  p6^ 
petual  oblivion  of  the  past,  and  a  ^aerd 
amnesty  for  the  respectire  subjects,  yi^m 
opinions,  in  favour  of  one  t>r  the  other  rf 
the  HighContra^g  Parties  during  the 
present  war,  may  have  rendered  them  lis- 
pected  or  liable  to  jpronishment.  No  itisi 
shall  hereafler  be  mstituiad  against  the* 
on  such  gronnds;  If  any  process  bft^ 
been  commenced,  it  ^laii  be  annulled  aol 
saperseded,  and  ne  new  proceeding  ilnH 
be  commenced.         (To  hi  cmdmei.) 


LONDON :— Priated  by  T.  C.  HANSAltD,  Petoitarou^  -  CoMt»  fleet-  \ 
Pnbliebed  by  R,  BAQ8HAW,  B^ydgel^Strfle^  Cofent  .Qsi4ea  :— Soktstooby  J.BODD,  PsII-MtP^ 
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•*  WhHftt  there  arc  the  «aijde  alters,  we  must  expect  tbe  catne  advice  $  whikt  there  are  the' name 
"  oonu^lon,  ft  mu^t  expect  the  ntne  results ;  and  a  chaDge  gf  men  alone  wiM  not  do;  it  is  but  tbe 
"  ^nt  «tep  to  mir  bappinepi :  the  principles,  or  nrudms,  of  rtate  must  be  removed.  It  is  not  taking-  awa]i; 
**  tbia  or  the  o*b*  ma«i,  ao*f  jmttiiig  in  another  to  act  by  the  saoM  tuIps,  that  will  core  enr  disease  ; 
"  bat  it  is  the  change  of  priniciples  thai  mutt  dn  ii,  *******  *  *  *  *  *  *  m. 
•'  I  ttiiofc-it  h  very  plain,  tkat,  till  these  principles  are  remored  from,  ^^Triteball,  all  our  labour  an^ 
**■  jmiim  wUI  eiid  in  ncKhing.  The  way,  then,  as  I  conceive,  to  do  this,  is,  to  lay  before  His  Majesty  tfa*. 
•*  «late  of  th«  case  ;  Jet  us  show  him  how  unable  these  men  are  to  serve  him,  and  how  destructive  to  bW 

"  ioAarost  k  i»  to  follow  their  aclvices." Mr.  Booth's  Speech,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  against 

Focov/j/et,  intherfeigiiofCharles  I).     See  Parliamentary  History,  Vol  IV.  page  1266. 


t^3' 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Cha^gc-P?  Ministry — —The  spfsech, 
f$>m  wbkh'i  have,  taken  mynio^oibf  the 
DfeMoi  NOHib^,  shoald,  at  this  moment, 
h^  read  hf  ey ery  mm  m  tbe  kiogdom*  In 
ipoce  ihan  one  respect  tl)e  present  situa- 
tion of  this  kkigdooi,  be^r^  a  strong  re- 
f^mbistncf  to  itB  siioation  ait  the  time  when 
this  eiu:«llent  speech  was  made ;  and^  ot)r 
inembers.  of  parliament,  those,  I  mean, 
who  afe  vpdependefit,  will  find  in  this 
tpeeoh  sentiments  and  tangnage  woR'thy 
tUiMMl9^%^iq4^iBMtat«o^  as 

now*  tt  tv«s  sot  sp  mtich  a  change  lif  moi, 
as  a  change-  of  prpncipki,  a  change  of 
I4axiii)»  and  rules  of  government,  that 
^-as  wanted  ;  or,  at  least,  it  was  not,  solely 
^  change- of  men  that  would  have  done 
any  good.  The  advice  of  Mr.  Booth 
was  not  followed.  There  was,  in  sjptte  of 
tbe  complaints  of  the  people,  no  dkt^  qf 
pfindpks;  all  change  was  resisted,  atid,  as 
often  as  possible,  ib^  advocates  of  snob 
change  were  {persecuted  and  punisbea. 
force,  of  one  sort  or  another,  was  employ* 
^  for  the  purpose  of  stifling  the  voice  of 
troth  and  jastj<;e.  But,  what  did  it  6nal1y 
effect?  Why,  the  renewal  of  those  bitter 
and  loud  complainings  which  et  Iftst*  it  was 
attempted  tp  put  a  stop  to  by  \He  bayonet ; 
and,  then,  ip  a  twinkling,  away  went  the 

lyhole  thing. ^There  Ss  no  man  who 

will  attempt  to  deny,  that  oor  present 
situation  is  a  n^ost  §J^ming  one.  Ask 
any  man  pf  sense,  what  he  thinks  will  be 
}he  result  of  the  present  contest;  and,  no 
matter  of  what  party  be  may  be>  be  will, 
^tbsftt,  tell  you,  that  he  cannot  even  guess 
at  that  result.  Hie  will  t^  you^  that  he 
f^fe$,  that  we  shall  still  remain  an  inde^ 
fmdau  natum ;  but,  he  will  hardly  state 

^y  grpipidi  of  such  hope. ^Now,  if  thif 

\\t  tbe  case ;  if  this  be  the  prevalent  state 
pfo^ii^  through  the  kingdom,  dbes  it  not 


— : -^— f^. 

become  us  to  consider  well  what  \s  ttrt  ' 
cause  of  it  ?  The  answer  of  .some  will  be ; . 
*'  Why,  the  cause  of  it  is  ilte paver  4f -j?^^-  • 
'*  naptarte,*'  This  ^s  tru^  as  far  as  it  goes  j  , 
but,  what  h^  been  the  cause  qfBuonapfn't^^^ 

havjmg  90  muck  power  f- The  state  of  th*^ 

case  is  this :  England  and  France  [tad,  fpc 
centuries,  been  rival  nations*  Many>  pre* 
vious  to  the  year  1795,  bad  been  thei|p 
wars  and  their  negociations.  ^tany  the\^ 
struggles  for  the  upperhand  in  the  s^aici 
of  iuirope^  But  neither  seemed  to  pr^v^il 
mnch  over  tte  other.  Siunetiaies  franpi 
jtjppeared  to»e  rather  i^pgermost  and  soine* 
limes  Engtand  ;  but,  stfll  the  rnVif*^ 
continued ;  aiid,  as  to  ^glah(i's  fwim 
her  riyal,  the  idea  never  entered  into  ai)y: 
man's  mind.  Tbe  contest  was  f  Iway^  for. 
some  cohn^  or  commeccuU  or  continental 
object.  But  now,  our  rulers,  themselp^ 
tttl  us,  that  the  contest  is,  on  ovt  part,  fp^ 
mstence  as  a  naiion.  Not  fsr  honour,  not 
for  glory,  not  conquest ;  n«,  nor  for  ^elf- 
delence,  in  the  u$ual  sense  of  that  word  ^ 
but,  for  txisUncf,  Yes,  they  arc  fl|^ 
a^amed  to  tell  us  plainly,  that  they  M^ 
brought  us  into  such  a  state,  that  it  is  be- 
come a  question  whether  we,  shall  coniirmc 
an  indefindeni  nation  or  become  the  sUite^  ^ 
the  sovereipi  ef  France.  This  question  h 
undisguisedly  stated  in  parliament  as  wjili 
as  out  of  parliament,  and  it  was  reservecl 
for  this  time  to  state  it ;  for  never  W9s  it 
stated  befo|%,  since  England  %vas  England. 

^WeJI,  then,  ought  wc  not  to  sopppte^ 

that  tiiere  is  something  wanting  lA  the 
principles,  upon  which  our  ruler^,  since 
1793,  have  acted?  There  has  no  change 
taken  place  in  the  geographical  sitoatioi^ 
of  England  and  France  :  the  cotmtries  lie 
where  they  did  formerly;  their ph3rsica| 
means  of  defence  and  of  offence  are  wtiat 
they  formerly  were;  and,  of  course,  all 
that  France  has  gamed,  tbe  has  g^iq* 
ed  by  superiority  of  moral  means.  Jt 
2D 
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it  in  Ttib  !•  tell  n$,  that  her  meant 
have  been  of  an  extraardmofy  kind ;  for, 
the  antwer  to  such  an  obtervation,  is, 
that  xve  should  have  employed  extraor- 
dinary HMaaii  aiso.  fVaoc^  bagan  a  ra  vo- 
lution, and  bar  goTeminent  tet  their  facet 
mgainst  that  rerolution.  The  revolution 
took  place,  and,  as  our  rulers  choae  to  set 
their  faces  against  it,  it  was  for  them  to 
bft  prepared  for  all  the  effects  of  the  re- 
te«tment  of  the  revolutionists ^No  dis- 
turbance has^  at  home,  been  given  to  any 
of  tbe.schemes  of  our  ruUrs.  Opposition 
to  those  schemes  have  frequently  been 
attempted,  but  it  has  never  succeeded. 
They  nav^,  in  short,  done  just  what  they 
pleased,  as  to  the  raising  of  money  and 
the.  expending  of  money.  Their  par- 
tisans have  always  contended,  that  what 
they  did  was  right.  Their  opponents 
have  contended,  that  most  of  their 
measures  were  bad,  and  that  they  pro* 
ceeded  upon  wrong  principles.  The  re- 
sult is,  that  these  rulers  theaiselves  now 
tell  us,  that  the  contest  is  becoma,  at  last, 
a  contest  for  our  very  existence  at  a  na- 
Uon,  while  no  man  pretends  to  believe,  that 

France  is  in  any  danger  at  oUf rem  ttf. 

This  h  a  most  humiliating  coiifession. 
We  are  exposed  to  great  danger  from 
Frai>te,  and  France  to  none  fKO^n  us.  We 
would  fain  haye  peace;  but  France  will'  at  the  command  of  France.     Now,  if  I 


aotgive  ?is  a  peace  in  which  we  shall 
have  a  moment^s  8a(et3%  Our  war,  as  we 
have  long  been  told,  is  a  war  purely  dgfair 
iroc.  Oar  government  first  undertook  to 
correct  Freqch  principles ;  next  it  under- 
took to  rapAsss  French  ambition;  next  it 
undertook  to  repel  French  aggression ;  but, 
it  has  long  been  content  to  confine  its  ex- 
pressed hopes  Ui  the  keeping  of  the  Freoch 
out  of  England ;  to  preserve  itself  and  the 
people  from  the  yoke  of  the  Emperor  Na- 
poleon, so  long  the  object  of  the  ridicule 
of  all  good  Anti-Jacobins,  who^to  secure 
his  degradation,  thought  it  quite  sufficient 
to  publish  his  private  letters  and  expose 
hit  bad  spelling,-^ — A  contest  for  existence 
may  sometimes  be  honourable  for  both 
parties^  or,  at  least,  not  disgraceful  to 
either.     But,  it  is  when  the  existencje  of 

both  Is  at  stake. How  cheerless,  how 

heart-sinking,' must  that  contest  be,'  in 
ivhich  my  existence  is  at  stak^,  and  in 
which  1  openly  confcs^tbat  my  adversary, 
supposing  him  to  be  disappointed  in  all 
kis  views,  is  still  in  no  danger  ?  France 
could  to-morrow  give  us  a  peace,  which 


i>ur  government  wi 
with,  nat  only  mfi^i 


TTci]i  p  satisfied 


her  part ;  but  without  causing  the  world 
to  believe,  that  she  could  not  have  sub- 
dued us  if  the  had  chosen  to  continue  the 
contest— • — Again,  therefore,  I  ask,  whe- 
ther the  principles,  upon  which  our  go- 
varnment  has  acted,  for  the  last  teventeen 
years,  must  n6t  b«  wrong  ?  And,  whethar 
It  be  not  absurd  to  appose,  that  out  of 
our  present  state  we  can  be  brought  by  a 
mert  change  of  miniaiat,  without  aay  change 
of  the  priiiciplea  upon  which   ifitnittin 

act  } A  correspondent  (who  does  not 

give  roe  leave  to  publish  his  letter)  asb 
me,  if  '*  it  would  be  doing  tiotbing  la 
grant  the  reasonable  prayer  qfthe  Irish  Ck- 
tholics."  As  this  is,  at  thia  time  in  (Arti- 
cular, a  subject  of  great  national  interest,  I 
shall  answer  the  question  fhlly  and  expR- 

citly. 1  have  always,  sinc^  I  obtained 

a  true  account  of  the  state  of  Ireland, 
been  of  opitiion,  that  to  grant  what  ihe 
Catholics  now  ask  for  is  necessary ;  but, 
that,  to  grant  them  that,  without  grantinj 
more,  would  produce  little  efiect.  Since* 
however;  this  question  was  before  agi- 
tated ;'  namely,  in  the  spring  of  I8(>7, 
circumsfances  have  materially  aUered. 
Spain  and  Portugal  were  then  tribtrtary  ta 
France  aod  Very  much  harrasaed  by  her; 
but,  the  sovereigns  of  those  countriet  #era 
upon  the  throne,  and  their  ports  were  not 


Were  to  predict,  that  the  whole  of  tbe  Pe- 
ninsala  will  be  in  (he  hands  of  NapolsoD, 
in  the  space  of  ^ight  or  ten  montht-^ooi 
this  day,  I  should,  I  dare  say.  be  most 
violently  abused  by  all  those,  whose  ba* 
stness  it  is  to  delude  the  public.  ^  I  will, 
therefore,  argue  hypothetically;  I  will 
merely,  for  argument's  aake,  suppose  tba 
thing  possHfle :  not  likely,  but  merely  pot* 
sible.  And,  upon  such  a  supposition,  t 
hardly  need  point  out  to  my  readers  (1 . 
am  sure  I  n^d  not  point  out  to  Bndna" 
parte)  the  great  increase  of  means,  which 
he  will  possets  ofinatuiiHg  Ireland,  It  is  a 
well-known  fact,  that,  of  all  the  ports  of 
Europe,  those  of  the  Southern  Feuinsuhi 
art  most  favourable  for  such  an  undertake 
jng;  aiidj  there  is,  I  believe,  no  man,  wha 
is  at  all  acquainted  with  naval  afiairs,  who 
will  not  acknowledge,  that,  if  we  had  tea 
times  as  many  ships  as  we  nolv  have,  it 
wou)d  be  next  to  linpossible  so  to  guard 
the  outlets  and  inlets,  for  any  length  of 
time,  as  to  prevent  a  fleet  of  French  tbipi 
from  finding  their  way  to~  Ireland,  tuppot- 
ing  the  Fenmsula  to  be  wholly  and 
in  the  poa^ession  of  France.  Sap| 
thea>  that  MapokoB  Aodkl 
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MsstsiiMi,  aid  tofiposkig  that  he  shook! 
iMve  the  moans  of  making  ships,  in  which 
I  bare  before  shown  that  he  will  noi  be 
wantiBgy  we  need  not  aak,  whether  he  will 
hsK  trcops  for  the  seroke,  seeing,,  that,  bis 
work  once  accomplished  in  Spain  and  Por* 
tagal,  the-diiiicalty  wiUi  him  will  be  and 
■Kut  be,  how  to  And  employment  for  his 
troops.     His  is  that  sort  of  sitaation,  that 
requires  war.     For  years  to  ceme  war  will 
be  necessary  to  him«   The  inordinate  lore 
of  glory,  inherant  in  Frenchmen,  will  be 
continaally  craving.    It  must  be  satisfied, 
or  it  will  tarn  into  contempt  of  him  who 
hik  to  satisfy  it.  So  that,  eyen  if  we  coald 
mppese,  that  he,  whom  we  are  incessantly 
accQsiag  of  ntthless  amrbition,  will,  fof  our 
iake%  cease  to  h6  ambitions,  the  moment 
the  panait'Ofhis.ambition  becomes  greatly 
dangeroos  to  ns,  whom  he  must  hate  more 
thaa  all  the  world  besides ;  even  if  we 
ooQld  suppose,  that,  when  in  possession  of 
the  best  means,  he  will,  all  at  once,  want 
the  will  to  endearonr  to  amioy  and  to 
fooquer  as;  eyen  if  we  could  lay  this  flat- 
Isrii^  unction  to  our  soniS,  we  most  per- 
ftciye,  that  he  would  be  pushed  on  against 
hit  witt.     In  short,  it  is,  1  think,  qtnte  im- 
possible to  belieiye,  that,  when  he  has  made 
Inoiself  master  of  the  Southern  Peninsula,, 
hi  will   not  set  systematically  to  work 
la  invade  ismd  to  conquer  this  kingdom. 
"—^The  rojader  will^  I  hope,  without  he- 
feitalioo,  exclaim :  **  aye,  but  be  will  never 
^  succeed  1'^    I  hope  such  is  the  sentiment 
of  every  soul  of  us.     But,  if  we  think  that 
lie  will  oMike  the  attempt,  it  is  sorely  wise 
in  tu  to  cettsider  of  <)ur  means  of  resist- 
ance. ^  I  like  to  hear  men  speak  boldly 
upon  the  subject ;  but  I  like  to  bear  them 
muoaas  they  ^eak.    I  remember  that  in 
the  year  18Q3,  ^bere^waeno  s^iall  panic 
prevailed  tfarongh  the  ooirairy :  the  flotilla 
at  Boulogne  cacaaed  the  people  in  London 
ta  stop  each  c^er  in  the  streets ;  it  is  no- 
Mous  .that  many  pefsens  removed  from 
the  coast  nearest  France,  taking  their  va- 
luables wiilh  them :  nay,  why  need  I  state 
cipoutBftances  to  prove  the  then-prevaitin| 
Artad  of  invasion,  when  we  have  upon 
record  the  official  docaments  relative  to 
tha  preparations  for  >r<^[yt^  the  ckiee^ 

I^mim  <md  WeBtmneter, ^All  thti  sh^ws, 

that. we  are  vapmiriog,  wisent  we  treat  the 
idea  of  mvasicm  with,  contempt  And,  if 
waMKMt  was  a  thing  wot  to  be  despised  ia 
Met,  when  Bneoapait^  was  merdy  Fint 

a;  whea  Prnesia  wassRibtoken ;  when 
a  was  aabi^en;  when  Italy  was 
laed  ;  when   Rostia  was  aetmrily 


ready  to  join  us  in  the  war,  andf  did  joiis 
OS  in  the  war ;  when  Spain  and  Portugal^ 
though  tributar}',  were  still  formidable  to^ 
France;  and,  which  is  not  the  smallest 
circomstance,  when  the  port  of  Antwerp 
contained  neither  ships  nor  arsenal :  if 
inyasion  was  not  a  thing  to  be  despised,r 
nay,  if  it  was  a  thing  \o  be  dreaded,  ami 
greatly  dreaded,  then,  what  is  it  nov;;  when,. 
with  the  exception  of  the  Southern  Pe«' 
ninsula,  the  whole  of  the  continent  of  fia-^ 
rope  has  been  subjugated,  by  our  enemy^ 

or  is  his  ally  ? if  we  look  back  as  far 

as  the  year  1803,  we  shall  find,  that,  since 
that  time,  every  power  on  the  Continent, 
not  then  dependent  on  France,  has  been, 
by  us,  raised  up  against  our  eAemy.  That 
enemy  has  beaten  them  all.  Our  mini-^ 
sters  have  all  along  told  us,  that,  by  our 
money,  paid  a^vay  in  ndmdki,  we  were^ 
in  the  moit  effhctuul  manner,  carrying  on  war 
against  our  enemy.  Of  these  means  wa 
have  employed  a  great  mass.  Many  anil 
many  a  million  of  money  hare  the  peo*^ 
pie  of  these  kingdoms  toiled  for,  and  have 
then  seen  it  given  to  foreign  nations  by 
way  of  subsidy.  Well,  then,  if  this  waa 
«  the  mMt  effectual  manner  of  c^rying  on 
"  war  against  our  enemy  ;*'  if  this  was  so, 

is  it  not  now  time  to  look  abont  us  } » 

Because  the  flotilla  is  no  longer  seen  sailin|^ 
along  the  coast  of  France,  is  it,  therefore,' 
supposed,  tl^t  the  flotilla  is  annihilated^, 
and  not  to  be  revived  ?  Tbe  contrary  is 
well  known.  It  is  well  known,  that  the 
boats  and  all  belonging,  to  them,  are  pre* 
served  with  the  greatest  care,  ready  to  be 
drawn  forth  upon  any  occasion;  and  who^ 
can  doubt,  that  that  occasion  will  soon  be 
found,  when  the  affairs  of  the  Peniitwila^ 
are  settled,  supposing  them  to  be  settled 
to  the  liking  of  Napoleon  ?  From  the 
JlotiUa  it$e^,  there  could  not  be  mudi 
danger;  but,  the  flotilla  most  be  attended 
to,  and  that  alone  vnll  require  a  consider- 
able naval  force.  Antwerp  will  have, 
indeed  she  has,  her  fleet  of  *hips  of  the 
line  and  of  frigates ;  the  Texel,  Rochfort, 
Brest,  Fenrol,  Lisi3on,  Cadiz;  each  will 
have  its  fleet  in  one  year  from  this  date; 
and,  it  is  to  be  observed/  thaA  the  fotaainc 
of  these  fleets  will,  where  it  ia  requtred, 
greatly  facilitate'  the  vrerk  of  imbjuga- 
tion, .  and  will,  indeed,  tend  to  recon- 
cile the  people  to  the  rule  of  the  new 
dynasty.  AU  this  while  no  mm  teum 
will  be  necessary  in  Frsmce ;  and,  as 
to  Spain  and  Portugal,  the  peopla  tbeee 
would  experienc»e  greof  re/tcf ;  because  the 
hea^aBd'o4i<Mli^pt*ts,foaaded  oa  a»» 
2  D  a 
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elusive  pmtlegcs;  would  beabolished^  and 
because  a  great  part  of  the  fruit  of  the 
people's  labour,  which  ia.  now  swallowed 
up  by  those  who  do  uotbing>  would  re- 
main for  the  use  of  those  who  perform 

iSiat  labour. This  is  a  very  ^naterial 

consideiation ;  for,  if  the  war  continue 
many  years  longer,  it  is  manifest,  tliat  the 
ipere  efiects  of  its  duration  upon  the  distri- 
bution of  property,  in  this  cmmtry,  rau.^t 
produce  sofioething  very  serious.  It  has,. 
U^  fftct,  done  so  already^  it  has  made 
great  progress  in  the  shifting  of  property ; 
and  it  is  daily  going  on.  Napoleon  has 
nothing  of  this  sort  to  apprehend.  France 
Ipiows  nothing  of  paper-money.  There  is 
nothing  fktf tious  in  her  currency  or  her 
wealth.  Her  land  yields  more  than  she 
wants  both  for  eatingand  drinking.  Scarc*^- 
]y  any  part  of  her  population  now. look  for 
•mpk)yinent  or  for  gain  beyond  her  own 
European  dominions.  The  wants  of  lux- 
ury are  daily  diminishing,  because  luxury 
itself  is  almost  banished  from  the  land. 
/^6,  as  to  commerce,  we  have,  for  now 
snore  than  two  yoars^,  exerted  all  our 
mighty  means  m  an  endeavour  to  ruin 
France  by  cutting  off  her  commercial 
oonneotions ;  and,  what  is  the  result,  why, 
that  she  has  become  ntore  and  more  paweifiiL 
'  ■  'If  we,  from  these  reflections,  and 
many  othqr  that  might  be  oflered,  believe 
^at  Napoleon  has  very  dreadful  means  of 
inv^iding  this  kingdom,  and  has  the  hearty 
good  will  to  employ  those  means,  it  be* 
comes  us  seriously  to  consider  on  the  means 
4hai  we  have  of  resisting  him.  What  are 
our  means  ?  Let  me  not  be  answered  by 
kopcs.  Let  me  not  be  told,  that  it  is  to  be 
hoped  his  fleets  and  flotillas  will  be  met  at 
sea,  and  there  beaten.  They  Pifnf  be ;  but 
they  may  not.  Too  many  persons  are  apt 
to  talk  of  blockading  a  port  as  they  talk  of 
stopping  up  a  rat^  hole,  or  a  rabbit's 
bury.  But,  the  sea  is  a  wide  place ;  and, 
perhapi,  it  is  always  an  even  chance, 
that,  once  in  every  month,  at  leasts  every 
blockaded  fleet  has  a  chance  of  getting 
out.  Besides,  is  \t  possible  for  us  to  blork- 
lule  all  the  ports  from  the  Texel  to  Genoa, 

inclusive  ?    The  idea  is  absurd. -^ ^Well, 

then,  supposing  Napoleon  t»  send  out,  at 
one  and  the  same  time,  troops  from  the 
Texel,  the  Scheldt,  Rochfort,  Brest,  Fer- 
pol,  Lisbon,  Cadi^  Toulon,  and  Genoa, 
with  orders  to  sail^br  Ireland.  I  see,  for 
my  part,  nothing  more  easy  than  this. 
Nay,  I  thin)c,  thal^  some  such  expedition 
will  be  necessary  to  him.  Smne  of  his 
^If&f  apd  even  .many  of  ibem  ipight,  and. 


doubtless  wotild,  be  met  by  our  naval 
force,  and,  in  all  probability,  would  be 
taken,  or  destroyed.  But,  is  K  ^o  be  be- 
lieved, that  a  part  of  them  would  not 
reach  their  destined  port  in  safety  ?  Nay, 
is  it  to  be  believed,  that,  seeing  that  bs 
would  menace  England  with  his  flotilla, 
while  he  was  pushing  out  his  fleets  for  Ire-, 
land,  great  bodies  Of  bis  forces  would  not 
stand  a  fair  chance  of  landing  in  the  lat- 
ter country.^  — ^If  I  am  answered  in  the  af- 
firmative; if  I  am  told,  in  the  language  of 
poet  Fitzgerald's  odes,  that  "  the  Corsi- 
"  can's  legions  would  be  annihilated  the 
"  moment  they  set  their  foot  upon  this  hka 
"  shore ;"  if  this  be  the  answer,  I  have,  of 
•ourse,  nothing  further  to  say.  But,  if 
the  reader  thinks,  with  me,  that  it  is  not 
only  possible,  but  probable,  that,  io 
such  a  case,  a  French  army  to  a  very 
coiisiderabte  amount  would  land  in  Ire- 
land, he  will  not  fail  to  be  deeply 
interested  in  the  question.  Ham,  m  siA 
a  crisis,  the  people  qf  Ireland  would  be  Wah/  to 
act  t  This,  of  all  the  questions  that  can  now 
be  agitated,  is  by  very  far  the  most  interest* 
ing  to  all  those,  who  are  anxious  for  their 
country's  independence; — ^I  shall  not  ' 
give  any  opinion  of  nn^  oum  upon  the  stats 
of  the  public  mind  in  Irelsuid^  I  disU 
merely  state,  what  is,  indeed,  almost  too 
notorious  to  need  stating  at  all,  namely, 
that  the  people  of  Ireland  now  lioe  under 
a  law,^  called  the  Iruk  Lumroetion  BiH; 
that  this  law  was  passed  on  the  ground  of 
its  absolute  necessity:  that  it  was  declared, 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  at  the  time  of 
passing  this  bill,  that  "  there  had  been 
'*  held,  in  Ireland,  treasonable  meetin^i 
**  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  force  to 
"  assist  the  Erench,  and  that  it  was  certm, 
*'  that  there  was  a  Rrench  party  in  Ireland," 
Upon  this  ground  it  was,  that  that  law  was 
passed,  under  which  the  people  of  Ireland 

now  Hve, ^Is  not  this  a  fearful  state  of 

things  ?  Ought  not  every  means,  in  tlie 
power  of  our  rulers,  to  be  used,  and  that 
speedily,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  tbii 
law  unnecessary  ?  What  those  means  are 
it  would,  perhaps,  be  not  very  difficult  to 
point  out ;  but,  in  my  next,  I  shall  eot 
deavour  to  show  how,  in  one  respect,  at 
least,  the  Irish  might  be  conciliated.  I 
allude  to  the  measure  against  which  the 
abominable  cry  of  No  Popery  was  raised ; 
and  which  I  think  myself  able  to  prove, 
beyond  all  contradictioi^  to  have  been  one 
of  the  most  unprincipled  atteipp 
ever  was  made,  to  impose  upon  the  ( 
and  thf  thonghtlesi.    U  is  opw 
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to  discuss  this  ^ue^ion  fully.  It  is  time 
to  show  to  the  people  of  England  ^br  what 
their  Tery  political  existence  ia  to  be  kept* 
in  .jeopardy.  Ireland  sale,  we  might 
laogh  at  the  conqueror ;  and  let  us,  there- 
fore, see,  xvl^  it. is  that  Ireland -is  iK>t  safe. 
lioaD  Wellesley  is,  then,  retumod  ! 
Come  back,  and  that,  too,  without  beating 
Napoleon ;  aye,  and  without  having  had 
an  opportunity  of  ,/acmg  hhn !  ".Why," 
some  one  will  say,  "did  he  not  remaiii> 
**  then,  till  the  opportunity  oflered?!'  Yes, 

to  be  sure,  there  is  something  in  tliat. 

The  most  noble  Marquis 4ias  always,  by  hi» 
partizans,  been  held  up  to  us  as  the  -oniy 
man  able  to  meet  Buonaparte.  Like  £uo- 
ilaparte,  he  wfis  a  great  conqueror ;  bad 
Hiside  kings  and  princes  bend  the  knee 
before  him;  and,  it  was  supposed,  that  the 
circumstance  of  cHmate  made  no  difference. 
When,  iherefore,  the  news  was  first  «n^ 
Bounced,  that  our  Eastern  Hero  and  iStates- 
man  was  about  to  be  sent  to  Spain,  the 
paragraph  grinders  in  the  Nabob's  Gazette 
were  all  on  tip-toe,  and  the  pensiontrd 
poet  Fitzgerald  wrote  a  poem,  predicting 
the  speedy  destruction  ot  Buonaparte  and 
his  being  "  hurled  headhng^  to  the  shacks  be^ 
"  kw."  Wbat  a  mortiScation,  tbere^brQi> 
to  find  that  the  most  noble  hero  is  come 
back  without  having,  as  far  as  we  know, 

done  sHy  thing  at  ail. rThe  most  noble 

hero  set  out,  it  will  be  remembered,  just 
at  the  time  when/^buildiug  our  hopes  upon 
the  base  fabrications  about  the  battU  of 
Jl^tcm,  we,  every  day,  expected  to  hear  of 
Napoleon's  contpltte  orerihrow,  an  expecta- 
tion in  which,  doubtless,  the  most  nol>lc 
personnge  participated.  Such  was  the 
time  when  our  Hindostan  Conquerof  sal- 
lied forth  fcr.-  Spain.  IVhat  a  time  is  it, 
imder  uhat  circumstances  is  it,  that  he  comes 
l>ack?  Answer  that  question  yourself, 
reader;  but,  it  is  a  question  very  wel4 
^orth  answering,  and  I  hope  every  man 
jn  England  will  answer  it  for  himself.— 
Header,  we  have  been,  by  the  hireling 
prints,  over  and  over  again  told,  that  the 
inain.pttrppse  of  tbcMarquis  Wellesley^s 
l^ing  to  Spain,  was  to  bring  about  a  change 
in  the  government  €(f  i^painr,  and  these  prints 
have  not  failed  to  accuse  the  Junta  of  ob- 
stinacy, folly,  and,  sometimes,  of  treason- 
Hikble  intentions,  because  they  refused  to 
-adopt  the  change  whieh  the  most  noble 

Marquis    proposed    to    them. Very 

^ell;  ana  now,  pray  look  back  to  the 
jp»tot<*»  of  the  last  Session,  upon  Spanish 
MM&  there  you  will  find  Mr.  Whi^ 
lMul%kaiii>g  the  ministers  for  having 


hazarded  so  much  English  blood  and  so 
much  English  treasure  without  first  seeing, 
that  the  govenmicnt  of  Spain  meant  t» 
give  the  people  motives  for  fighting;  and 
there  yoawill  find  the  ministers  telling 
Mr.  W  hi  thread',  that  it  did  not  become  them 
to  mterfere  in  farming  a  gavemtneptfor  Spain^ 
What  think  you,  ^en,  of  their  sincp-iiyf 
They  even  atiected  to  peproacb  Mr.  Whit» 
bread,  fpr  raying  that  they  ought  to  have 
seen  that  the  government  was  such  as  it 
would  have^een  wisdom  to  support.  No^ 
they  were  for  leaving  the  Sptoiards  whoUy 
to  themselves.  Very  nice  in  their  jiotioni 
upon  such  matters.  So  nice^  that  they 
would  rather  fail  in  4heir  enterprizes,  than 
suffer  any  under  their  authority  to  meddle 
with  the  work  of  government-making  in 
Spain.  Bn(,  i|0w,  ii'  the  hired  prhits  teH 
us  truth,  the  Marqujs  Wclle«fley  Was  senS 
out  by  these  very  mmistei-s  for  the  exjnest 
purpose  of  4gp:tjmg  a  change  in  the  govern-' 

fncnt, Of  the  nature  ot  that  change  we 

were  informed.  We  were  told,  that  the 
Marquis  proposed  a  Regency.  Ihe  Junta*, 
however,  did  not  approve  of  this.  They 
liked  power  as  well  as  other  people  >  and, 
besides,  there  was  the  dread  of  Napoleon 
to  be  set  against  the  eloquence  of  the  Mar- 
quis, is  it  not  likely  that  the  Junta  were 
pretty  nearly  as  ^ise  as  the  Marquis  WeK 
lesley  ?  At  any  rate,  he  failed;  "no change 
in  the  govemment  ^as  taken  place  upon 
his  recommendation  ;  and,  no  change,  in 
all  probability,  will  take  place.'-'— I 
wonder  whether  the  most  noble  Marquis 
walked  over  the  Prench^ig  again,  when 
he  came  on  board  ship  ?  His  brother  of 
Douro  had  no  French  flag,  I  -believei  "to 
send  him  from  Taiarera  f  Oh !  that  flag 
scene  !  That  flag  scene  !  I  shall  never  b« 
happy  till  I  see  it  repre^nted  upon  the 
stage.  Well,  we  may  see  it  yet.-^— In 
the  meanwhile^  the  Marquis  is,  k  seems,  to 
be  Secretary  of  State  for  foreign  Affaire. 
Aye,  he  is  to  fill  Mr.  Canning's  place ;  aye^ 
the  place  of  that  very  person,  who  endea- 
voured to  put  the  Marquis  in  the  place  ef 
Lord  Castlereagh,  but  who>  in  the  attempt^ 
got  ousted  himself ! 

Mr.  Canning. This  poor  gentleman 

is  almost  an  object  of  pity,  even  with  me, 
vvholaiow  him  so  well.  He  is  the  onty 
man  that  1  know  of,  in  the  world,  not  to 
be  piiied  in  a  similar  case ;  under  such 

very   dismal  tiircomstances. His  ♦ong 

exculpatory  Epistle  1  have,  by  way  of 
mlfbing  (^  an  old  score  with  fiink,  inserted 
below,  word  for  word  and  letter  for  letter* 
The  Statcsham  u6W8-pap«r  hsis,  ^  '^^^  ^^ 
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irabiUhed  it,  lUnldng  ii  too  contemptible; 
but,  it  is  for  that  very  reason  that  it  ought 
!•  send  it  orer  the  world,  that  the  world 
OMj  see  what  a  fall  ajpttart  arrogance  has 
veceiTed.  Never  was  there  so  dull,  so 
etupid,  so  despicable  a  publication.  One 
inui  make  neither  head  nor  Uil  of  it.  Yon 
may  begin  at  the  bottom  as  well  as  at  the 
lop.  It  is  a  mass  of  unmeaning  verbosity 
that  raay  have  been  .equalled,  but  that 
■ever   was  surpassed,    even  by  ilu  dip- 

fiUches  from  HmdoHan, Mr.  Canning 

18  not  one  of  those  who  can  be  merry 
wader  all  circumstances.  Like  the  fellow 
in  Congreve's  Old  Bachelor,  he  is  nothing 
without  his  back.  What  is  become  of 
«11  his  Anti-Jacobin  wit  and  waggery  ? 
"  Where  are  his  gibes  new  ?  Not  one 
♦'  left?"  Would  that  John  Hookham,  the 
MorquU  qf  the  Union,  were  here  to  assist 
him  i^^^Oot  of  the  heap  of  lumber,  how- 
ever, comes  a  confirmation  of  the  fact, 
th«it  my  Lord  Castlereagh  was  treated 
with  immceritjf  unpOaraUeled,  Be  he  what 
lie  may;  much  as  he  has  to  answer 
to  the  nation,  he  ought  to  have  been 
treated  fairly,  'and  especially  by  those 
trho  were  his  colleagues  in  office ;  who 

were  sharers  in  all  that  he  did. But, 

all  this  is  nothing,  when  one  thinks  of  the 
manner,  in  which  the  country  has  been 
treated  by  this  miaistr}'',  a  great  part  of 
whom,  at  any  rate,  now  stand  accused, 
kf  ene  ^  their  colleagues,  of  having  left  to 
fill,  during  six  months,  the  most  important 
post  in  the  government,  a  n^inister  whom 
they  thought  tmJU  for  that  post.  Upon  this 
part  of  ihe  subject ;  upon  the  injury  and 
insoltotur  country  has  received  upon  this 
occasion,  I  here  beg  leave  to  introduce  an 
extract  from  the  Times  of  the  29th  of  No- 
▼ember,  the  honour  of  writing  which  I 

envy   the   author: «   The    facts,    as 

*'  suted  in  this,  defence,  though  more  mi- 
'*  nutely  specified,  agree  very  well  with 
"those  before  advanced  bv  Lord  Castle- 
*'reagh.  His  Lordship,  however,  sup- 
*'  poses  his  dismissal  to  have  been  sealed  at 
.'Uhe  beginning  of  April.'  The  defence 
"  avers,  thatvtbe  intrigue  for  procuring  it 
"  only  commenced  then,  and  was  termi- 
'*  nated  on  the  28th,  and  then  imme- 
'*  diately  communicated  la  Lord  Cam- 
♦'  den,  wtjo  acquiesced  in  the  propriety 
"  '*  of  a  change  in  Lord  Castlereagh^s 
"  "  situation/'  provided  (and  here  fii-st 
"  occurs  a  phrase  that  will  long  live  in 
"  public  derision)  provided  '••  it  could  he 
«'  *'  reconciled  to  his  lordship's  fEELWcs." 
"  So  that  we  htv«b  in  April,  on  the  part 
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"  of  Lord  Castlereagb's  Tiriend,  an  ac- 
'*  knowledgment .  that  his  Lordship  is  mn 
'*  lit  for  his  situation  :  which  sitoatien  ht 
'*  is  nevertheless  sofiered  to  retain  for 
"  five  months  afterwards :  to  plan  and 
"  conduct  an  Expedition,  unparalleled 
"  in  the  misery,  and  disgrace,  and  min 
'*  resulting  from  it.  And  why  is  he  td* 
"  fered  to  do  this  ?  Because  the  sensitiTe 
"  youth,  as  the  norless-^ensitive  Lard 
"  Camden  imagines,  x:annot  "  reconcile  it 
'* " to  his  feelings  to  go  out"  Who  cin 
"  think,  without  shuddering,  that  the  in- 
**  dependence  of  this  land,  when  aasaiM 
"  by  so  hardy  a  ruffian  as  BuoNAPArrt, 
**  shoukl  have  been  intrusted  to  the  guar- 
^  dianship  of  such  a  set  of  sentimMital 
'' men-milliners  as  thrae?  Reconcile  ii 
**  to  his  feelings,  indeed  !  Has  the  natioB 
"  no  feelings  ?  and,  if  it  has-,  how  hkit 
"  they  been  harrowed  up  by  the  inde- 
•*  scribable  Iniseri^  of  the  Wakberai 
'*  Expedition  ?  No  timid  girl,  in  tbe 
'*  last  stage  of  consumption — no  cob- 
^'  demned  malefactor,  when  about  to  sus- 
"  tain  the  final  sentence  of  the  law,  ettt 
"  entertained  so  dire  an  apprehension  of 
"  the  terrors  of  their  situation,  as  his  Ma- 
"  jes^t's  Ministers  conceived  must  ^o- 
"  nize  the  heart  of  Loan  Castlesbagh, 
'*  when  warned  of  the  approaching  end 
"  of  his  Ministry.  •'  Time  is  to  be  taken," 
'*  as  it  is  said  in  another  part  of  the  dc- 
"  fence,  "  by  his  friends  la  prepare  him 
'^"/or  tke  c/range."  The  molUa  tempora 
"fundi  are  to  be  selected,  lest  Uh  delicate 
*'  frame  should  sink  under  tiie  awful  dis- 
*<  closure!  With  what  laught^  and 
"  buffoonery  did  the  town  yesterday 
*'  read  this  exquisite  nonsense ! — Such, 
'*  then,  being  the  difficulties  in  making 
'*  the  dreadful  communrcation,  it  appean, 
"  that  divers  expedients  were  devised,  in 
*'  order  to  remove  the  necessity  of  it,  and 
"  to  preserve  Lord  Castlereagh's  "  feelings" 
•*  unruffled  ;  and  here  we  believe  one  ge- 
*'  neral  sentiment  of  indignation  most 
"  pervade  the  land,  on  the  discoreir 
"  made  by  a  Member  of  the  last  Admi- 
"  nistration,  of  the  universal  impotence 
"  of  the  whole  body  to  which  he  be- 
"  longed ;  they  could  not  even  agree  upon 
*'  and  execute  a  plan  of  this  narrow  and 
"contemptible  nature.  On  the  8th  of 
"  June,  (says  Mr.' Canning,) 

L  "  •«  An  arrangement  was  stated  to 
"  '*  me,  which  had  for  its  object  a  new 
•'  '*  distribution  ot  the  business  of  die  War 
♦'  "  Department;  on  the  1 3th,  I  signified 
'*  "  my  acquiescence  in  that  arrangemetf^ 
"  *'  so  far  as  I  waa  conc^raed.*' 
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IL  "'' But,  mi  the  18^  aootber  ar- 
^  "  ran^ment  was  stated  to  me^  as  in- 
,^  "  tended  to  he  sabstituted  for  tbat  in« 
**  "  which  I  had  acquiesced  ^  hut  again — 

III.  "  "  Oa  the  1^1 8t^  it  was  announced 
^  '<  to  me,  that  the  drst  arrangement  was 
*'  "  fiaatly  decided  upon,  and  waii  to  be 
,*  «« iflftm^cliately  carrted  into  eifect." 
.  IV.  "  ".  And  lastly,  on  the  6ih  of  July, 
^  !*  a  new  ^lan  was  stated  to  me  to  be  in 
.««  <«  contemplation ;  and  this  plan  was,  on' 
"  "  the  13th|  announced  to  me  as  settled, 
/'  "  and  as  intended  to  be  substituted  for 
_'•  *'  that  which  had  been  first  proposed/' — 

'*  Four  difl&rent  arrangements,  resolved 
«*  aynd  unresolved  upon,  in  the  space  of  as 
"  many  weeks,  which  at  last  end  in 
*'  executing  no  arrangement  whatever !  ! 
''  How  one  s  bleed  boils  to  think  tha|  the 
''  affairs  of  our  country  have  been  consign- 
.^  ed  to  the  ab^lute  impotence  of  such 
^  iQen  as  these !  And  much  as  we  have 
^  suffered  under  their  Councils,  and  cruel- 
"  ly  as  we  have  been  aggrieved  by  their 
f*  incipmpetence — incoippetence  did  we 
^  say  ?  No !  np  word  that  language  ever 
^  eontained  can  describe  this,  their  unre- 
''  (kerned  nothingness,  as  h.ere  detailed  by 
^  one  of  themselves.  Yet,  much  as  we 
"  have  suffered  under  them,  how  thank- 
«'  ful  ought  we  to  be  that  we  have 
"  really  been  found  to  exist  at  the  close  of 
"  such  an  Administration  1  We  call  upon 
''  Mr.  Perceval  to  say,  as  he  now  aspires 
'•  to  the  situation  from  whence  that  great 
^'  decider  of  strifes  has  removed  his  prcde- 
*^  cessor,  whether  he  was  pri?y  to  these 
**  arrangements,  four  times  disarranged,and 
**  termmating  in  no  arrangement  at  all  ? 
«*  How  Mr.  Canning  could  have  the  con - 
«'  fidence  thus  to  blazon  the  incapacity  of 
«'  bis  colfeagues,  thus  to  unfold  the  secrets 
«'  of  his  prison-house,  we  know  not;  but 
**  we  confess  that  the  tale  he  has  revealed, 
•'  does  indeed  freeze  our  very  blood. 
•»  Was  Antwerp  captured,  and  the  French 
♦*  Fleet  destroyed,  by  resolutions  four 
"  times  taken,  by  plans  four  times  formed, 
^  and  at  last  ending  in  no  plan  ?  Ob 
•*  yes,  the  same  energy  and  decision 
«<  marked  the  public  and  the  private 
^  comicils  of  these  unhappy  men.  But 
"  the  latter  burthened  us  with  no  expence ; 
"  ia  them  no  lives  perished,  by  them  no 
^  dbgrace  was  incurred,  except  what  has 
«*  now  fallen  upon  the  authors  of  them, 
<'  from  this  their  exposure.  Their  public 
"  projects  present  a  different  result,  and 
-^  JHora  calamitous  consequences.     YeSi  it 
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''  was  indeed  by  firmness  and  resolution 
^'  like  these  that  Antwerp  was  taken,  and 
'*  the  fleet  destroyed,  without  the  wast€ 
"  of  a  nK>ment*s  time  ;  it  was  by  vigour 
"  and  decision  such  as  these,  that  to  day 
"*it  was  determined  to  evacuate  Walche* 
"  ren,  and  to-morrow  to  retain  it— ^this 
"  moment  to  build  barracks,  and  the  next 
"to  destroy  the  fortifications;  while  our 
**  poor  troops — but  tears  enough  have 
*'  been  shecl  on  their  account  already* 
"Yet  how  will  Mr.  Canning  iook  his  re- 
"  cent  colleagues  in  the  lace,  alter  this 
"  his  promulgation  of  their  resolutions^/bwr 
"  izmes  forwud  and  revoked  wUhin  a  month, 
*'  and  (U  lau  ending  in  nothing?  ,  How  will 
"  they  feel  towards  the  roan  who  has  thus 
"  exposed  both  himself  and  them  to  public 
"'  scorn  and  derision  ?  Four  arrangements 
"  in  four  weeks  have  these  sons  of  sapience 
"  formed  ;  and  yet  have  not  they  been 
"  able  to  rescue  the  Ministry  which  they 
"  composed  from  dissolution  1  Yet  th« 
'*  powers  of  ridicule  are  lost  upon  a  subl 
"  ject  so  base ;  and  the  soin*ce  of  grief  h«i 
"  been  already  dried  up  by  the  more  preg« 
"nant  and  ruinous  eviljs  which  have 
**  drawn  upon  it  during  their  Administrs^ 
"  tion.  We  must,  therefore,  cease.  But 
"  how  an  atom  of  them  should  dare  linger 
*'  in  office  after  a  statement  so  destructive 
*'  of  their  credit  as  this,  and  from  one  of 
"  their  own  body,  too,  we  cannot  easily 

**  conceive.^' ^This  is  all  so  just,  and,  iflt 

the  same  time,  so  excellently  well  ex- 
pr^sed,  that  it  leaves  nothing  to  be  added 
to  it.  It  is  hardly  to  exaggerate  to  say, 
that  Buonaparte  must  be  disposed  to  pitT 
us,  to  see  us  in  such  hands.  Good  God  1 
That  a  nation  so  full  of  well- informed 
men  ;  so  full  of  learning  and  of  talents  of 
all  sorts ;  so  full  of  bravery  when  op» 
posed  to  a  foreign  foe;  that  this  nation 
should  be  thus  treated  by  such  men  as  are 
here,  in  this  writing  of  Canning,  eX" 
hibited  upon  the  stage !  To  see  the  King, 
too,  time  after  time,  teazed,  baited,  in- 
sulted with  the  tender  of  this  man's  rt«> 
signation!  There  is  really  something 
in  it  too  monstrous  to  be  endured.  '  ■« 
The  exponere,  however^  is  valuable.  It  if 
another  instance  of  the  necessity  of  tkU 
change  of  system,  that  constitutional  re- 
form and  renovation,  without  whicby  it 
must  now  be-  evident  to  etery  one,  thk 
kingdom  cannot  be  aated. 

W«.  COBBETT. 
Botle^,  90  N€9.  1609. 
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LETTERS 


FROM  THE 


ferdHTMON:  GEO.  CANNING 


TO 


THE  EARL  CAMDEN, 
Lord  President  of  The  Courcil. 


"GUmcesUr  Lodge,  Nw.  1 4>  1 809. 

Mt  Lord— I  had  written  to  yOurXord- 
Ikhlp  immediately  after  the  poblication  of 
yoar Lordship^s  Statement  ;*  but Idelayed 
sending  my  letter,  in  the  hope  6f  befns 
^ble  pi^viously  to  submit  it  to  the  perUssa 
of  the  Duke  of  Portland. 
.  in  this  hope  I  have  been  disappointed 
^y  thit  fatal  event,  which  has  depri  vei)  this 
country  of  one  of  its  most  upright  and 
"disinterested  Patriots ;  the  King,  of  one  of 
fih  most  faithful,  devoted,  and  afiectionate 
f^bjecto ;  and  the  world,  of  one  of  the 
%riost  blameless  and  most  noble-teinded 
tof  Tnen. 

Thus  situated,  I  have  bought  it  right  to 
Revise  what  i  had  written,  and  scrupulous- 
lylo  expunse  every  reference  to  the  autho- 
Tity  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  which  would 
How  statnd  upon  my  sole  testimony;  re- 
taining such  only  as  are  supported,  either 
t>y  Written  documents  which  1  shall  he 
liappy  to  communicate  to  your  Lordship  ; 
or  by  facts  which  are  well  known  to  your 
Lordship  or  to  your  Colleagues,  and  in 
Vhich  for  the  most  part  your  Lo/d&hip  is 
yourself  concerned. 

Neither,  however,  can  I  content  myself 
With  this  precaution ;  but  must  protest,  at 
the  same  time,  in  the  roost  earnest  manner, 
^against  any  possible  misconstruction,  by 
WLich  any  thing^  in  thie  following  Leuer 
can  be  strained  to  a  meaning  unfavourable 
to  the  motives  which  actuated  the  Duke  of 
•Portland's  conduct. 

It  is  impossible,  indeed,  not  to  regret 
the  policy,  however  Vtell  intentioned, 
which  dictated  the  reserve  practised  to- 
wards Lord  CasiJereagh  in  the  beginning 
"of  this  transaction ;  or  that  practised  to- 
wards myself  in  its  condusion.  * 

It  is  to  be  reffretted,  that  the  Duke  of 
Portland  should  have  imposed,  and  tliat 
•your  "Lordship  should  have  accepted, 
the  condition  of  silence,  in  t'ke  first  com- 
munications between  you. 

It  is  also  to  be  regretted,  fhat  I  should 

*  For  the  Statement,  see  p.  86  L 


not  httVe  learm  in  Jttly,€iat  jrdor  LDi>dfbip 
WBs  not  party  to  the  assnninces  then  giveh 
to  me  on  behalf  of  Leril  Castler^igh's 
friends  in  general; — and  that  anotbet 
•Member  of  the  Cabinet,  compr^heoded 
ih  that  description,  had  (as  I  have  sinc^ 
heard),  refused  to  concur  in  them. 

fjadl  been  made  acquainted  wttir  theft 
circumstances,  I  shouki  then  have  re- 
signed ;  and  my  Resignation  wouki,  ail 
"  nfciiiiihe,  have  Uken  place  withoat  incon- 
venience or  embarrassment ;  and  withoot 
stirring  those  questions  ^no  way  eonnected 
with  the  causes  of  my  retiremient)  or  solf- 
jecting  me  to  those  mistnterpret«tiom  of 
my  conduct  and  motives,  which  have  beeh 
produced  by  the  coincidence  of  my  re- 
sigfiation  with  that  of  the  Duke  of  'Port^ 
land. 

Bat,  however  this  reserve  may  be  id  b^ 
regretted,  it  is  impossible  to  attribute  {be 
adoption  of  it,  on  the  -  part  of  \hk 
Duke  of  Portland,  to  any  other  mo- 
tives than  to  that  gentleness  of  naturl 
which  eminently  distinguished  him  ;  and 
which  led  him  to  endeavour  (ahov^  all 
things)  to  prevent  political  ditSerences  frod 
growing  into  personal  dissentions  ;  and  !• 
aim  at  executing  whatever  arraftgement 
might  be  expedient  for  tmprovkig  c!t 
strengthening  the  Admin isrration,  with  th^ 
concurrence  (if  possible)  of  all  its  cxistki^ 
Members. 

And  no  man  who  knows  the  a6^(ioiiate 
respect  and  attachment,  which  th^  ma»lf 
and  generous  qualities  of  the  IXike  of 
Portland's  mind  Were  calculated  to  ootD- 
mand,  and  which  I  invarUbly  b^r%  to  hinf, 
will  sUFpott  me  of  being  Willing  to  estib^ 
lish  my  own  vindication,  at  the  expence  6f 
the  slightest  disrespect  to  bis  memory,  ot 
prejudice  to  his  fame. — I  have  the  honour 
to  be.  My  Lord;  Your  Lordshtp^s  most 
obedient:  htmible  Servant, 

GeoBOE  Cahninc. 

TO  THE  EARL  CAMDEN,  &c.  &c.  ko 

'  My  Lord — ^The  Statement,  which  has 
been  published  in  the  newspapers,  in  yooi' 
Lordship's  name,  has  decided  a  tjuestioA 
on  which  L  had  before  been  hesitating,  aft 
to  the  necessity  of  an*  authentic  detort  of 
the  transactions  (so  far  as  I  am  concerned 
in  them  or  am  acquainted  with  them}  i6 
which  that  Statement  refers. 

For  that  purpose,  I  think  a  direct  ad- 
dress to  your  Lordship  more  de<<Orou^ 
both  towards  your  Lordship  apd  for  my- 
self, than  an  anodymonS  paragraph  m  k 
newspaper. 
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h  it  ivith  the  nioit  painfol  reluctance 
that  I  recur  to  a  subject,  which,  so  far  as 
it  concerns  Lord  Castlereagh  and  myself, 
had  been  settled  in  a  manneri  which 
is  osuatly,  I  believe,  considered  as  final. 

Discussions  of  the  causes  of  dispute 
more  commonly  precede,  than  follow,  the 
extreme  appeal  to  which  Lord  Castle- 
reagh resorted: — ^And  when,  after  ma- 
ture consideration,  his  Lordship  had  de- 
termined to  resort  to  that  appeai  in  the 
first  instance,  I  should  have  thought  that 
such  a  choice,  deliberately  made,  wOuM 
have  been  felt  by  his  friends  to  be  equally 
conclusive  upon  them,  as  upon  himself. 

But  your  Lordship^needs  not  to  be  in- 
formed, how  assiduously  my  character  has 
been  assailed  by  Writers  in  the  news-pa- 
pers, espousing  Lord  Castlereagh's  quarrel, 
and  supposed  (I  trust,  most  ir^uriously)  to 
be  his  Lordship's  particular  friends. 

The  perversions  and  misrepresentations 
vf  anofiymous  writers,  however,  would  not 
"iiave  extorted  (Vom  me  any  reply.  But  to 
them  succeeded  the  publication  of  Lord 
Castlereagh's  Letter  to  me  of  the  19th  of 
{September.  * 

1  entirely  disbelieve  that  Lord  Castle- 
reagh^ and  1  distinctly  deny  that  I  my- 
-self,  had  any  knowledge  of  this  publica- 
tion. 

But,  by  what  means  it  matters  not,  the 
'ijetter  is  before  the  world  :  and  though 
the  course  originally  chosen  by  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh precluded  me  from  offering  any 
vxptanation  to  him,  the  course  which  has 
since  been  adopted  on  his  behalf  (thouffh 
undoubtedly  without  his  privity),  might 
iperhaps  have  been  considered  as  rendering 
such  an  explanation  due  to  myself.  It  is, 
however,  only  since  your  Lordship's  pub- . 
lication  that  I  have  felt  it  to  be  indispen-  • 
sably  necessary. 

The  Statement  on  my  behalf,  which  has 
also  found  its  way  (without  my  consent 
and  against  toy  wisl))  into  the  public 
papers^  was- written  under  a  sense  of  deli- 
cacy and  restraint  as  to  the  particulars  of 
the  transaction,  which,  from  the  character  ^ 
of  the  transaction  itself,  must  always  con- 
tiirae  to  prevail  in*  a  grea^  degree ;  but 
from  which,  until  Wednesday,  the  11  th  of 
October,  the  day  on  which  I  gave  up  the 
seals,  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  soliciting 
any  dispensation. 

*  Of  the  indulgence  which  I  then  most 
'hufnbly  solicited,  I  trust  I  shall  be  able  to 
avail  myself  sufficiently  for  my  own  vin- 

-•  See  Reg.  Oct.  1<H  p.  MQ. 
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dfcation^  without  losing  sight  of  those  con- 
siderations of  duty  and  propriety,  by 
which  the  use  of  such  an  inaalgence  must 
necessarily  be  regulated  and  condBned. 

It  is  suted  in  Lord  Castlereagh's  Letter^ 
'*  That  I  had  demanded  and  procured  from 
the  'Buke  of  Portland,, before  the  rising  of 
Parliamertt,'a  promise  for  Lord  Castle- 
reigh'^  removal  trom  the  War  Department ; 
that,  by  this  promise.  Lord  Castlereagh'ssi-^ 
tuation,  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  was 
made  dependent  upon  my  pleasure;,  and 
that  this  promise  I  afterwards  thgught  my- 
self entitled  to  enforce ;" 

<"  That,  af^en  and  notwithstanding  this 
virtual  supersession  of  Lord  Castlereagh  in 
his  office,  I  allowed  him  to  originate  and 
conduct  the  Expedition  to  the  Scheldt;'' 

<'  And  that,  during  this  whole  period, 
I  knew  that  the  agitation,  and  the  decisioh 
of'the  question  for  his  removal,  were  dob- 
cealed  from .  him :  and  was  party  to  this 
concealment.'' 

Lord  Castlereagh  indeed  admits. 

That  he  "  has  no  right  as  a  .  publie 
man,  to  resent  my  demanding,  upon  pob^ 
lie  grounds,  his  removal  firona  his  office, 
or  even  from  the  Administration,  as  a  con- 
dition of  my  continuing  a  member  of  the 
Government."  .     . 

But  he  contends,  that  a  proposition^ 
**  justifiable  in  itseh,"  ou^ht  not  to  have 
been  **  executed  in  an  urgustifiable  man- 
ner:" and  he  mal^s  me  responsible  for 
the  manner  in  which  the  "  Head  of  the 
Administration,"  and  some  Members  of 
the  Government,  ^'supposed  to  be  his  (Lord 
Castlereagh's)  friends,"  execvted  the  pro- 
position which  he  attributes  to  me." 

He  is  ready  to  acknowiedge,  indeed, 
"  that  I  pressed  for  a  disclosure,  at  the 
same  time  that  I  pressed,  for  a  decision  ; 
and  that  the  disclosure  was  resisted  by  the 
Duke  of  Portland  and  his  (Lord  Castle- 
reagh's) supposed  friends  " 

But,  in  this  circumstance,'  Lord  Castle- 
reagh professes  not  to  see  any  justification 
of  what  he  conceives  to  have  been  toy 
conduct  towards  him;  because,  *  by  ac- 
quiescing in  the  advice  or  intreaties  of  his 
«'  supposed  friends,"  I  admitted  "  an  aur 
thority"  on  their  part,  "  which  I  must 
have  known  them  not  to  possess;"  be- 
cause, by  •'  pressing  for  disclosure,"  I 
shewed  my  own  sense  of  the  **  unfairness" 
of  concealment ;  and  because,  with  thai 
sense,  I  '*  ought"  (as  he  conceives  me  not 
to  have  cjone)  **  to  have  availed  myself  of 
the  same  aU^rnattve,  namely,  my  own  Re»> 
signation,  to  enforce  disclosure,  which  I 
did  to  enforce  decision." 
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.  Witboat  oftring  a  siagle  word  in  the 
unty  of  argument,  i  shall,  by  a  distinct 
Idetail  of  fatts  in  the  order  of  their  date, 
substantiate  my  contradiction  of  these 
charges. 

I  shall  only  premise, 
,  1st,  That  I  had  <as  is  admitted  by  Lord 
Castlereagh)  an  unqnestionable  right  to 
fa^uire,  on  public  grounds,  a  change  in 
the  War  Department,  tendering  at  the 
iame  time  the  alternative  of  my  own  Re- 
aignation. 

2dly.  (What  no  man  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  course  of  public  business  will  dis- 
pute). That  the  regular,  eftectual,  and 
atraiglit-forward  course  for  bringing  that 
alternative  to  issue,  was  to  state  it  directly 
to  the  "  Head  of  the  Administration/'  the 
King's  chief  Minister,  to  be  laid  by  that 
Mhnister  before  the  King* 
-  I  proceed  to  the  detail  of  facta. 
,  In  the  beginning  of  April,  (the  3d)  I 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
containing  a  representation  on  the  state  of 
kis  Administration,  and  expressing  my 
wish  and  intention,  unless  some  change 
.ware  ejected  in  it,  to  resign. 

(April  iih  to  8th).~Upon  the  Duke  of 
Portland's  requiring  a  more  detailed  ex- 
planation as  to  the  motives  of  my  prof- 
icrred  Resignation,  I  stated,  among  other 
things,  that  a  change  either  in  my  own 
department,  or  in  Lord  Castlereagh's,  ap< 
peared  to  me  to  be  expedient  for  the  pub- 
lic service-^I  stated  my  perfect  willing- 
lie8s  that  the  alternative  should  be  de- 
cided for  my  retirement;  and  only  re- 
i^uested  thai  the  decision  might,  (if  pos- 
sible) take  place  before  the  recommence- 
ment of  .business  in  Parliament  after  the 
Easter  holidays. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  requested  me  to 
auspenJ  the  execution  of  my  intention 
to  resign  :  wishing  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  consulting  with  some  of  our  colleagues, 
before  be^  determined  what  advice  to  lay 
iMfore  the  King. 

The  Easter  holidays  thus  passed  away. 
On  the  10th  of  April,  shortly  after  his 
Grace's  return  to  town  firom  Bulstrode,  the 
Duke  of  Portland  opened  the  subject  to 
4>neof  the  Members  of  the  Cabinet,  whose 
fuime,  (not  having  been  hitherto  brous^ht 
fornanl,)  i  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
mention.  Your  Lordship  is  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  it. 

By  the  Duke  of  Portland's  desire,  I  had 
«  communication  with  that  Member  of 
the  Cabinet,  within  a  very  few  days  after 
hit  lAteriLiew  with  the  D«ko  of  Portland. 


He  strongly  represanted  the  difficalty  of 
making  any  new  Arrangement  during  the 
silting  of  Parliament ;  and  urged  mo  lo 
defer  the  pressing  my  own  resi§;natiofl 
till  the  end  of  the  Sessto*.  To  this  re^ 
commendation  I  did  not  promise  to  ac- 
cede :  but  we  agreed  (whether  upon  bit 
piggestion  or  upon  mine,  i  am  not  cob- 
6dcnt)  that,  at  aH  events,  no  step  whatever 
eould  properly  be  taken,  until  after  the  de- 
cision of  tiie  question  upon  the  Writersbip; 
which  was  about  this  time  brought  for- 
ward in  the  House  of  Ccwimons. 

That  question  was  decided  on  Taetdaj 
the  U5t\\  of  ApriL 

On  Friday,  th«  2Sth,  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land communicated lully  with  your  Lord- 
ship ;  and  ihformed  me  as  the  result  of 
that  communication,  that  your  Lordship 
thought  a  c)iaBge  in  Loi'd  Castlereagh's 
situation  in  the  Government  desirable,— 
provided  it  could  be  effected  honourably 
for  Lord<  Castlereagh,  and  that  if  coum 
be  reconciled  to  Lord  Castlereagh'i 
feelings." 

From  this  period,  i  understood  that  year 
Lordship  was  constantly  consulted  by  tbt 
Duke  of  Portland  in  every  step  of  the 
transaction.  Other  Members  of  the  Csp 
binet  were  also  consulted  by  the  Duke  of 
Portland ;  but  how  many  of  them,  er 
at  what  precise  periods,  I  neither  knew 
at  the  time,  nor  can  now  undertake  to 
say. 

Shortly  after  your  Lordship's  first  in- 
terview with  the  Duke  of  Portland,  (I  am 
sure  before  the  5th  of  May)  that  Member 
of  the  Cabinet  with  whom  his  Grace  bad 
first  communicated,  reported  to  me  a 
suggestion  of  youf  Lordship's  of  a  cbaiws 
ofoHice  for  Lord  Castlereagh,  evideuuj 
calculated  on  the  principles  which  your 
Lordship  had  stated  as  indispensable  to 
such  a  change.  Whether  this  commoni- 
cation  to  me  was  in  the  nature  of  a  direct 
message  from  your  Lordship,  1  do  not  ex- 
actly know.  But  1  understood  distinctly 
that  you  knew  of  its  being  made  to  me; 
and  that  whatever  observations  I  might 
make  upon  it,  was  to  be  reported  to  your 
Lordship.  What  I  observed  upon  it,  wn 
in  substance, — that  it  was  not  for  me  to 
presume  to  say  what  change  wouki  be 
proper;  that  I  had  done  all  that.1  had 
thought  myself  either  called  upHha^  1^ 
liberty  to  clo,  in  stating  to, tb^  :Doke  of 
Portland  my  opinions,  and  my  iatentioa 
to  resign  ;  tht*  the  Duke  of  Purtlaad 
alone  could  eithid||M-opose  any  change  or 
obtain. the  Of Qftfw  attthert^  fer  carrf • 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIG^ 


S5i] 


DJSCEMfiER  2/  nOO^^Mt.  Camh^i  Suttemem. 


{«M 


ing  it  into  tftct;  aad  that  I  therefore 
recommended  that  yoar  Lordship  should 
state  your  suggettion  to-  the  Duke  of 
Portland. 

On  the  5th  of  May  the  Duke  of  Port, 
land  informed  me,  that  he  had  determined 
to  lay  t|)e  whole  subject,  on  the  following 
Wednesday,  before  his  Majesty. 

On  Wednesday  the  10th  of  May,  he 
informed  me  that  he  had  done  so ;  and 
that  his  -Majesty  had  been  graciously 
pleased  to  say,  that  he  would  take  the 
subject  into  his  serious  consideration. 

On  Wednesday,  the  31st  of  May,  ap- 
prehending it  to  be  possible,  that  my  in- 
tention 'might  not  have  been  fully  ex- 
plained to  his  Majesty,  and  thinking  it 
my  duty  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  it,  I 
humbly  re|>eated  to  his  Majesty  the  re- 
presentations which  I  had  before  made  to 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  humbly  ten- 
dered my  Resignation.  I  received  there-' 
ttpon  his  Majesty's  gracious  commands, 
to  retain  my  situation  until  his  Majesty 
should  have  considered  the  whole  subject. 

ikyme  time  in  the  course  of  the  next 
week,  I  think  on  the  8th  of  June,  the 
Duke  of  Portland  stated  to  me,  that  he 
had  received  his  Majesty's  commands, 
to  propose,  and  to  carry  into  efiect  at  the 
eaa  of  the  Session  ol  Parliament,  an  Ar- 
rangement for  a  partial  change  in  the  War 
Department. 

The  particulars  of  this  Arrangement  I 
do  not  think  U  proper  to  detail  ;  feeling 
It  my  doty  to  limit  myself  strictly  to  what 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  «he  explana- 
nation  of  my  own  conduct.  It  is  suffi- 
cient to  state,  that  the  object  of  this 
Arrangement  was  not  the  removal  of 
Lord  Castlereagh,  but  a  new  distribu- 
tion of  the  business  of  the  War  De- 
panment^  whereby  that  part  of  it  which 
was  connected  with  political  corre- 
spondence,  would  have  been  transferred 
to  the  Foreign  Office  ;  and  the  business 
of  another  office,  (hen  vacant,  would 
hare  been  transferred  to  Lord  Castle- 
reaghw  It  is  only  necessary  to  add,  that 
the  efiect  of  this  new  distribution  would 
not  have  been  to  take  out  of  Lord  Castle- 
reagh's  hands  i he  supenntendance  of  the 
Expedition  to  the  Scheldt. 

On  tbv  13th  of  June,  I  wrote  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  signifying  to  him  that, 
although  soch  an  Arrangement  had  never 
entered  into  my  contemplation,  and  al- 
though I  did  not  think  it  calculated  to 
remedy  all  the  difficulties  which  had  in- 
duced me  to  bring  the  state  of  the  Admi- 


nistn^n  u«der  hU  Grtce'tconsidaratioB, 
I  was  ready,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned, 
to  undertake  and  dischar^  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  any  duty  which  his  Majesty 
might  be  graciously  pleas^  to  derotye 
upon  me  ;  but  I  expressed  at  the  same 
time,  great  doubts,  whether  this  ArranM* 
ment  could  be  expected  to  be  acceptable 
to  Lord  Castlereagh,  or,  in  c^ll  its  parts,  sa- 
tisfactory to  the  public  feelinK* 

On  Sunday  the  1 8th  of  Jane,  (Parlia- 
ment being  expected  to  rise  on  the  SOtH 
or  2ist)  I  wrote  to'the  Duke  of  Portland, 
to  enquire  whether  this  Arrangement,  or 
any  other,  was  to  take  place ;  stating  to 
him  that,  *'  if  things  remained  as  thejf 
then  were,  I  was  determined  not  to  re- 
main in  office.'' 

(June  18th.) — In  answer  the  Duke  of 
Portland  mentioned  to  me  a  new  Plar^  of 
Arrangement,  altogether  different  from 
that  which  he  had  been  authorised  to 
carry  into  efiect ;  and  stated  that  he  bad 
sent  for  your  Lordship  and  the  other* 
Member  of  the  Cabinet  with  whom  yont 
Lordship  and  the  Duke  of  Portland  iiad 
been  in  constant  communication,  to  co- 
operate with  him  in  forwarding  this  new 
Plan,  and  to  urge  Lord  Castlereagh  to 
consent  to  it.  ^ 

The  particulars  of  this  new  Plan,  I  do 
not  think  it  necessary  to  state,  as  I  learnt 
from  the  Duke  of  Portland,  either  the 
next  dsiy  or  the  day  follmving  it,  that  to 
this  Plan  Lord  Castlereagh  certainly  could 
not  be  brought  to  agree.  Whether  this 
was  known  to  his  Grace  only  from  your 
Lordship,  or  throush  your  Lordship  from 
Lord  Castlereagh  himself,  I  was  not  ap^ 
prized. 

On  Wednesday  the  21st,  the  day  of  the 
rising  of  Parliament,  1  was  assured  by  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  that  the  specific  Ar« 
rangement  which  he  had  in  the  first  in* 
stance  proposed,  viz.  th^  new  distribntioii 
of  the  business  of  the  War  Departmenf^ 
should  be  carried  into  efiect  ;--^nd  thai 
his  Majesty  had  directed  him  to  desire 
your  Lordship  to  communicate  his  deci* 
sion  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

On  Tuesday,  June"  the  27th,  finding 
that  no  communication  had  been  yet  mado 
to  Lord  Castlereagh,  I  wrote  to  the  Duke 
of  Portland  in  terms  of  the  strongest  re« 
monstrance,  both  against  the  concealment 
and  the  delay ;  and  intimated  my  deter- 
mination to  recur  to  my  original  inten- 
tion, and  to  press  the  acceptance  of  my 
Resignation. 

Accordingly,    on  the   feHowmg  dayv 
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Wednesday  the  28tb  of  June,  I  had  an 
audience  of  the  King,  in  which  I  humbly 
«nd  earnestly  repeated  to  his  Majesty  the 
tender  of  my  Resignation. 

That  same  evening,  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land jnfuctped  me  tLat  he  bad  dial  day 
Signified  to  yo^r  Lordship  the  King's  de- 
urt,  that  your  Lordship  should  couiuiuni- 
cmte  the  intended  Anaiigement  to  Lord 
Castlcreagh ;  and^  that  the  communication 
waslto  be  made  by  your  Lordship  as  soon 
as  the  Expedition  had  sailed;  which,  it 
was  expected,  would  be  in  less  than  a 
knight  from  that  time. 

But  before  this  fortnight  elapsed,  viz. 
on  Wednesday  the  5ih  of  July,  the  Duke 
of  Portland  informed  roe,  that  in  con- 
sideration of  the  ditTicul  ties  attending  tlie 
proposed  Arrangement,,  he  and  those  with 
who|n  he  had  consulted,  were  of  opinion, 
that  another  should  be  sabstituted  lor  it, 
which  he  trusted^  would  also  be  more 
agreeable  to  me.  He  told  me  that  hopes 
were  entertuined  that  your  Lordshif)  would 
determine  to  offer  your  Resignation,  for 
the  purpose  of  facilitating  a  general  Ar- 
rangement, in  which  a  complete  ciiange 
in  the  War  Department  might  be  ejected 
consistendy  with  Lord  Ca^^liireagh's  feel- 
inc^s.  He  said,  however,  that  your  Lord- 
ship had  inoi  yet  finally  made  up  your 
mind  upon  tbe  subject: — but,  that  you 
would  probi^bly  coiue  to  a  decision  before 
the  following  Wednesday. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  stated  his  inten- 
tion, in  the  event  of  your  Lordship's  .re- 
signation, to  submit  to  bis  Aiajesty  the 
nomination  of  Lord  Wellesley  to  tbe  War 
Departmei^t.^ 

It  was  well  known  by  the  Duk.^  of  Port- 
land, that  I  had  been  always  anxious  for 
Lord  Wellesley's  accession  to  the  Cabi- 
net, but  this  was  the  first  mention  to  nic, 
in  the  course  of  this  transaction,  of  his  in- 
troduction into  the  W^r  Department. — 
But  for  a  severe  indisposition.  Lord  Wel- 
lesley w6uld,  before  this  time,  have  been 
on  his  way  to  Spain.  . 
~  On  Thursday  the  .13th  of  July,  the 
Duke  of  Portland  iufcirmed  nie,  that  your 
Lordship  had,  the  day  before,  actually 
]tendefed  your  Resignation  ;  but. that  your 
Lordship  bad  annexed  to  it  tbe  condition j:, 
that  no  change  should  take  place  till  after 
the  termination  of  the  Expedition  to  the 
Scheldt ;  and  that  it  should  be  lei't  io  your 
Lordship  to  choose  the  time  of  making 
any  communication  to  Lord  Castlereagh 

(July  13th  to  the  20th.)— I  made  the 
strongest  femonstrances  against  this  new 


delay,  and  this  indefinite  renewal  of  tbe 
concealment  from  Lord  Castlereagh.  I 
said  that  after  the  repeated  postponements 
which  had  already  taken  place,  and 
after  the  re^rVe  which  had  already  been 
practised  towards  Lord  Castlereagb,  I 
could  nut  rely  upon  the  execution  of  aoy 
Arrangement  which  should  not  be  now 
completely  settled  in  all  ita  parts;  and,  if 
this  were  not  to  be  done;  I  most  earnestly 
intreated  that^his  Majesty  might  lie  ack 
vised  now  to  accept  my  Resignation. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  mosi  aaxioady 
deprecated  my  Resignation,  as  leading, 
in  his  apprehension,  to  the  dissolution  of 
the  Administration.  He  declared  himself 
to  be  authorised  to  assure  me,  in  the  most 
s«)lenm  manner,  that  the  Arrangement  now 
in  contemplation  should  positively  take 
place  at  the  termination  of  the  Lxpedi« 
tion ;  that  the  Seals  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment should  then  be  offered  to  Lord  WeN 
lesley — an  office  (to  be  vacated  by  means 
of  your  Lordship's  retirement),  beiug  at 
the  same  time  to  be  offered  to  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagb;— and  that  in  the  interval,  and 
without  loss  of  time,  Lord  Castlereagh's 
friends  sh.oi^d  take  opportanities  of  pre- 
paring him  tor  the  change,  and  reconciling 
him  to  it,  by  representing  to  him  the  great 
aid  vantages  to  be  derived  from  it,  in  tbe 
acquisition  of  additional  strength  to  tks 
Government. 

1N'ot  oqly  the  Duke  4>f  Portland,  but 
other  Members  of  the  Cabinet,  Lord  Ca^* 
tlereagh's  friends,  some  directly  and  some 
.through  corainon  friends>  urged  me,  in  the 
most  earnest  manner,  to  acc^uiesce  iu  the 
postponement  now  proposed.  It  was  re- 
prcseiited  to  me,  that  if.instcad  of  pressing 
for  the  execution  of  the  Arrangement  nowi 
lime  were  allowed  to  Lord  Castlereagh's 
friends  to  prepare  him  for  the  change,  and 
to  reconcile  him  to  it,  the  Arrangement 
might  ultimately  take  place  in  an  amicable 
manner ;  that  eyt;ry  public  object  might 
thus  be  ansvvered,  without  any  unnecessary 
harshness  to  the  feelings  at  individuals  $ 
and  that  so  far  from  fioding  fresji  itupedi-. 
m^nts  raised  to  the  execution  oi  the  Ar- 
rangement, when  thetime  arrived,  I  should 
find  alt  those,  to  whose  representations 
1  yielded,  considering  themselves  pledged 
equally  with  tbe  Duke  of  Portlancl^  to  see 
it  carried  into  effect. 

It  is  due  to  your  Lordship  to  say,  that 
your  Lordship's  name,  was  not,  so  far  as  I 
recollect,  specifically  mentioned  to  me  oa 
this  occasion  ;  but  it  is  Equally  due  t^ 
myself  to  d^lare,  tha^  I  nearer /or  a  w^ 
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ment  imagined,  nor  coald  have  believed, 
that  the  general  description  of  ^'  Lord  Caf- 
tiereagh's  friends,"  as  stated,  to  me  with- 
out exception  or  qualification  by  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  did  not  comprehend  your 
Lordship,  whose  proffered  Resignation  was 
the  basig^  of  the  whole  Arrangement,  and 
without  whose  express  consent,  therefore, 
no  other  person  could  annmmce'  the  Ar- 
rangement to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

By  these  representations  and  assurances, 
at  Jengtb,  (July  20,)  most  reluctantly, 
and  I  confess  against  my  better  judgment, 
I  was  induced  to  acquiesce  in  the  propo^ 
postponement  of  the  change  ;  and  con- 
tented toremain  in  office  till  the  termina- 
tion of  the  Expedition. 

On  Saturday  September  the  2d^.  the  re- 
sult of  the  ExpediUon  to  the  Scheldt  being 
then  known,!  I  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land, at  Bulstrodc,  reminding  his  Grace, 
that  the  period  fixed  for  offering  the  Seals 
of  the  War  Department  to  Lord  Wellesley, 
^was  arrived. 

On  the  following  Wednesday  the  6th 
of  September,  the  Duke  of  Portland  in- 
formed roe,  that  no  steps  whatever  had 
been  taken  by  any  of  Lord  Castl^reagh's 
friends,  to  reconcile^ him  to  the  change, 
or  to  prepare  him  for  it ;  that  the  execu- 
tion of  the"  Arrangement  would  be  at- 
tended with  other  Resignations,  or  at  least 
with  one  other  Resignation,  (of  which  I 
bad  never  before  received  the  slightest 
intimation) ;  and  that  he  had  himself  de- 
termined to  retire. 

Upon  receiving  this  intelligence,  I  im- 
mediately disclaimed  any  wish  that  the 
Arrangement,  however  positively  I  under- 
stood it  to  have  been  settled,  should  be 
carried  into  effect  under  'circumstances  to 
me  so  un^pected  ;  and  instantly  reverted 
to  that  *'  alternative'^  which,  upon  each 
successive  stage  of  difficulties  and  delays, 
I  had  uniformly  pressed, — that  of  ihe 
tender  of  my  own  Resignation  ;-^which  1 
des'u-ed  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  lay  that 
day  before  ijie  King. 

On  the  following  day,  Thursday  the  7th 
•f  September^  I  declined  attending  the 
Cabinet ;  stating  in  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  (which  I  left  it  to  his  Grace  to 
communicate  to  the  Cabinet  if  he  should 
think  proper),  that  I  considered  my  Re- 
signation as  in  his  Majesty's  hands ;  and 
myself  as  holding  my.office  only  until  my 
Successor  should  be  named. 

On  Friday  the  8th,  I  heard  from  the 
Pokvof  Portland  that  Lord  Castlereagh 
^d  jKiit  |n  bis  {tesignation^    {  h^ye  been 


informed  since,  (b,ut  whether  qorrfctly  or 
not  I  cannot  atlirm),  that  he  did  so,  in, 
consequence  of  a  communication  made 
to  him,  by  your  Lordship,  after  the  Cs^- 
binet  of  the  preceding  day. 

On  Thuridsiythe  J  4th  of  September, 
your  Lord'ship  called  upon  me  at  the 
Foreign  Office,  by  your  own  appointmei^V 
for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the  causes 
which  had  prevented  your  making  any 
communication  to  Lord  Castlereagh  in  the 
earlier  stages  of  the  traajaction. 

On  Tuesday,  September  1 9th,  your 
Lordship,  in  answer  to  a  letter  of  mine  of 
the  preceding  day,  e^qplained  to  me  tht 
grounds  of  yoUr  silence  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagh, during  the  latter  period  of  the  Mransn 
actfon.  •   ' 

On  Wednesday    morning,   Septenvber 
the  20th,  1  received  from  Lord  Qastlereag^ 
the  letter,  which  produced  our  meetings 
From  this  series  of  fiicts  it  appears. 

That,  in  April,  I  made  a  representatios^ 
to  the  King's  First  Minister,  on  the  ge- 
neral state  of  the  Administration;  anct 
that,  in  the  course  of  ^he  discussions  aris- 
ing out  of  that  representation,  I  proposed 
on  public  grounds,  not,  as  Lprd  Castle- 
reagh appears  to  have  been  informed,  hi^ 
ren>0valfirom  the  Adnnnistratior\,  but  the 
alternative  fof  a  change,  either  in  Ae  War. 
or  Foreign  Department; 

That  on  the  lOth  of  May,  the  Duke  of 
Portland  submitted  to  bis  'M^esty  tht 
subject  of  my  representationj  and  in- 
formed me  that  his  Majesty  would  be 
pleased  to  take  it  into  bis  consideration: 

That,  from  the  10th  of  May  until  the  Hik 
of  June,  I  was  wholly  unappjlzed  of  tht 
result  of  that  consideration  :  tut  that,  for 
fear  of  misapprehension,  I  had,  in  person^* 
during  that  interval,>-viz.  on  M^y  31,— 
humbly  repeated  my  representation,  and 
tendered  my  Resignation  to  bis  Majesty; 

That,  on  or  about  the  8th  of  June,  fo^. 
the  first  time,  an  arrangement  was  stated 
to  me,  which  had  for  its  object  a  new  dis- 
tribution of  the  business  of  the  War  De- 
partment, and  that,  on  the  1  Stii,  I  signified 
my  acquiescence  in  that  arrangement,  so 
far  as  I  was  concerned  ;  , 

That,  on  the  l8th,  ainotlier  arrangement 
was  stated  to  me,  as  intended  tp  be  sub- 
stituted  for  that  in  which  I  had  aoquiesced: 
but  that,  on  the  21st,  it  was  jmnounced  tt 
me  that  the  first  arrangement  was  finally 
decided  upon;  was  to  be  immediately 
carried  into  effect ;  and  was  to  be  com- 
munica»d  to  Lord  iC^tler^fgt  l>y  your 
I^rd?hipi  '   "^ 
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Hiae^  en  tb#  ^ih  of  June,  no  step  ap^ 
peadnj;  to  bave  been  taken,  either  lo  exe- 
cute the  intended  Arraimmem.  or  to  ap- 
prise Lord  Castlereagh  OMt>  1  remonstrated 
against  the  delay,  and  against  the  conceal- 
ment from  Lord  Castlereagh  :  and  that,  on 
the  28th,  I  again  tendered  my  resignation ; 
and  that  on  the  same  day  your  Lordship 
received  an  injunction  to  communicate  the 
iatended  arrangement  to  Lord  Castlereagh ; 

That,  on  the  5th  of  July,  a  nevir  plan 
was  stated  to  me  to  be  in  contemplation  ; 
a  plan  originating  with  your  Lordship, 
and  depending  for  Its  execution  upon  a 
itep  to  be  taken  by  yourself:  that  this 
plan  was,  on  the  1 3th,  announced  to  me 
89  settled^  and  as  intended  to  be  sebstituted 
for  that  which  had  been  first  proposed  ; 

That  I  at  that  tihie  renewed  my  remon- 
strances in  the  strongest  manner,  both 
against  the  dela^  and  agajnst  the  conceal- 
ment ;  but  that  ft  was  stated  to  roe  to  be 
an  indispensable  condition  of  this  plan  on 
TMr  Lordship's  part, — that  It  should  not 
&e  acted  opon^  till  the  termlfiation  of  the 
£xpeditkm  to  the  Scheldt ;  and  that  the 
time  of  making  thf  ceramunieation  to  Lord 
Castlereagh  should  lye  left  to  your  Lord- 
dhtp's  discre^n ; 

That,  at  lenfi(th,  in  conjpliance  with  the 
fepreseMMiont  and  intreaties  oC.the X>tfke 
of  Portland,  and  of  others.  Lord  Caslle- 
reagh's  ff^iends,  and  npon  the  most  solemn 
HMranceif  (hat  Lord  Castlereaeh  should 
in  the  mean  time  be  prepared  by  bis  friends 
Ibr  the  change,  and  that  the  chan^^e  should 
poiltitdy  take  ^lace  a(  the  period  fixed 
vy  your  Lordsbip^  I  consented  to  remain 
tn  office ; 

That  on  Wednesday  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember, finding  that  nothing  had  been 
dona  towards  preparing  Lord  Castlereagh 
tot  the  atrangem^nt ;  and  that  the  execu- 
tion of  it  would  be  attended  with  difficul- 
ties of  wbich  1  had  not  before  been  ap- 
prised, i  desired  the  Duke  of  Portland  to 
Wf  my  Resignation  before  the  King. 
Your  Lordship  will  therefore  perceive. 

That  up  to  the  tfth  of  June,  so  far  from 
being  in  po^iiessioa  of  any  ''  promise  for 
Lord  Castlereagh's  removal,'^  and  from 
his  continuance  in  office  being  made  there- 
by •*  dependent  upon  my  pleasure  ;" — no 
d6cisi<»n  whatever-  had,  to  my  knowledge, 
lleen  taken,  up  to  tbat  time;  no  proposal 
had  been  made  to  me  by  the  Dtike  ol 
Portland,  m  any  way  liflecting  LordCastle- 
ivagh's  polittcal  situatioa  ;  and  no  mtima- 
tion  had  been  given  to  Me,  #<rbether  my 
own  Resignatioa  would  be  finally  ^cepted 
or  declined  ; 


That  the  Arrangement  which  was  in 
contemplation  firom  the  Bth  of  June  to  tbs 
5th  of  July,  in  no  degree  affected,  and 
was  never  intended  to  afi^ct,  *'  thecondoct 
of  the  Expedition  to  the  Scheldt ;" 

That  Lord  Castlereagh'a  *'  removal  froa> 
tbe  War  Department"  was  first  determined 
upon  as  part  of  the  pUn  of  which  your 
Lordship's  Kesignation  was  the  basis; 

That  his  *'  removal  from  the  AcfaDHiif- 
tration''  was  not  al  any  time  **  demanded" 
by  me; 

And,  lastly,  that  I  did  employ  the  t«B« 
der  a^  my  owa  Resignation,  not  to  ''ea^ 
force  decision"  cmly  (as  LoVd  Castlareagh't 
Letter  sapposes),  iMit  ^ually  to  "  ealbroe 
disclosure ;"  and  tbat  in  fact  I  did  uM« 
matelv  rfsign,  rather  than  "  enfi>rce"  the 
intended  change,  onder  circumstances  sof 
difiereat  from  those  which  I  had  beanao- 
tborised  to  expect 

It  cannot  be  expected  thai  I  shoakl  \^ 
hour  very  anxiously  to  refute  the  char^ 
of  my  having  "  statposed*'  year  Lofdsfaip 
and  others  **  io  be  Lord  Castlereagh's 
fiiendi;'*  and  having,  under  that  impres- 
sion, deferred  to  your  opinion  and  **  ao* 
•theriiy,''  in  a  matter  amscting  Lord  Cu* 
tlerea^h's  interests  and  feelings. 

That  your  Lordship,  in  ptfticulw, » 
well  froin  near  <;onnection  as  from  an  ac« 
tive  and  anxious  partiality,  was  entitled 
to  consaltatiun,  and  to  deference  on  such 
an'  occasion  ; — is  a  persuasion  which  I 
kk  in  common,  as  i  believe,  with  evert 
Member  of  the  Government ;  and  which 
not  even  Lord  Casilereagh's  disclaimer  has 
hffhiced  me  to  renounce. 

I  should  not  have  been  aorprised,  nor 
should  I  have  thought  myself  entitled  ta 
take  the  smallest  offence,  if  your  Lordthip 
bad,  instead  of  concurring  in  the  expe- 
diency of  a  change  in  Lord  Castloreagb'l 
department,  protested  against  it,  and  md 
recommended  to  the  Duke  of  Portland; U 
advise  the  King  to  accept  my  resijpiation : 
and  it  wai  perfectly  known  by  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  and  1  am  oonfidenf,  not  on* 
known  by  your  Lordship,  that,  at  any 
moment  from  the  beginning  of  these  dis* 
eassions  to  the  end;  I  was  not  only  ready 
but  desirous  to  terminate  them  by  re- 
signing. 

Bat  when  the  opinion  of  the  expediency 
of  a  change  in  the  War  Department,  bad 
been  a»dopted  by  so  many  of  the  inine*' 
diate  friends  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  upoa 
the  condition  that  it  ihooki  be  recoaeried 
to  Lord  Castlevesgh's  feelings,  and  whtt 
they  and  your  lordship  among  tbt  ifl^ 
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had  devised  and  concerted  with-the king's 
First  Minister  the  mode  of  carrying  that 
object  into  execution,  I  cannot  hplp  tank- 
ing that  I  should  have  been  much,  and 
jostly,  blamed,  if  I  had  insisted  upon  tak- 
ing the  communication  to  Lord  Castlereagh 
oat  of  your  hands  iiito  my  own. 

I  now  come  to  your  Lordship's  State- 
ment. That  Statement  is  as  follows— 

"  As  it  may  be  inferred,  from  t  State- 
ment which  has  appeared  in  the  public 
Cpers,  that  Lord  Camden  withheld  frowi 
rd  Castlereagh  a  communication  which 
be  bad  been  desired*  to  make  U>  him,  it  is 
necessary  that  it  should  be  understood,; 
that  however  Mr.  Canning  might  ba?e 
conceiTed  the  coram nnicat  ion  allnded  to, 
to  have  been  made  to  Lord  Canadeo,  it  was 
never  stated  to  X^ord  Camden,  that  the 
commaDicatioo  was  made  at  the  desire  of 
Mr.  Canning ;  and,  so  far  from  Lord  Cam- 
den having  been  Authorized  to  make  the 
communication  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  he 
was  absolutely  restricted  from  to  doing. 

"  As  it  DMiy  also  be  inferred  that  Lord 
Camden  was  expected  to  prepare  Lord 
Caitlereagh's  mkid  for  any  proposed 
change,  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be 
understood,  that  Lo^rd  Camd^  never  en- 
gaged to  communicate  to  Lord  Castle^ 
reagh  any  oifcqmstances  reapectinff  iti 
before  the'  termination  of  the  Expedition." 

— MOBNING  CHaONICLfi,  Oct.  fQth. 

Tins  Statement  appears  to  me  to  have 
been  much,  misunderstood.  It  has  been 
construed,  as  if  your  Lordship  had  meant 
to  aver  that  what  you  were  rtstricted  from 
doing  and  what  you  kad  not  engaged  to  do, 
were  one  and  the  same  thing  : — whereas 
vour  Lordship's  Statement,  in  point  of 
facr,  contains  two  distinct  propositions, 
and  refers  to  two  separate  periods  of  time. 
'  The  period  during  which  your  Lordship 
states  yourself  to  have  been  "  absolutely 
restricted'*  from  making  a  communication 
to  Lord  Castlereagh,  extends  from  the 
28lh  of  April,  on  which  day  the  first  com- 
munication was  made  by  the  Duke  of 
Portland  to  your  Lordship,  to  the  time  at 
which  the  proposed  Arrangement,  for  the 
new  distribution  of  the  business  of  the 
War  Department  was  superseded  by  your 
Lordship's  tender  of  your  Resignation. 

The  period  during  which  your  Lordship 
states  youj-self  "  not  to  liavt  engaged'*  to 
make  a  communication  to  ImA  Ca^tlej* 
reagh,  extends  from  the  time  of  the  tender 
of  your  Lordship's  Rewignation  to  the  ter- 
■unstion  of  the  Expedition  to  the  Scheldt 
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It  otight,  however,  to  be  observed,  thati 
during  the  fiiist  of  these  two  periods, — 
from  the  2Sth  of  April  to  the  r2th  of 
July, — the  nature  of  the  cotprntmicatiod 
to  be  made  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  the 
nature  of  i\)^  rec.triction  imposed  upon 
ypur  Lordship,  were  entirely  changed. 

Pretiously  to  the  8th  of  June — the  com* 
municatioif  which  your*  Lordship  '  would 
have  had  to  make  to  Lprd  Castlereagh,  waa 
simply  that  I  bad  represented  the  expe- 
diency of  a  change  either  in  his  Depart- 
ment or  in  mine;  and  that  no  decision 
whatever  had  yet  been  taken  upon  this  re- 
presentation. 

With  respectr  to  this  comnnunication,  it 
does  appear  that  the  restriction  upon  your 
Lordship  vras  absolute  and '  indefinite. — ' 
But  I  knew  nothing  of  it^s  existence. 

Subsequently  to  tbe  8th  of  June,  the  com- 
munication to  be  made  to  Lord  Castlereagh 
was,  that  an  Arrangement  was  in  contem- 
plation for  anew  distribution  of  the  busi-' 
ness  of  the  War  Department 

With  respect  to  this  communication, 
not  only  was  th^  restriction  upon  your 
Lordship  not  indefinitely  continued  ;  bu( 
your  Lordship  actually  received  on  the 
^Sth  of  June  an  injunction  to  make  this  com- 
'mmicatian  to  Lord  Castfereagh  at  a  period 
distinctly  specified*  vi2.  the  sailing  of  the 
Expedition.  And  this  injunction  was  only 
superseded  by  a  voluntary  act  of  your 
Lordship's — ^y our  render  or  your  own  Re- 
signation on  the  12t'h  of  July  as  the  basis  oi 
another  Arrangement. 

During  the  whole  of  the  period,  fron^ 
the  28th  of  April  to  the  12th  of  July,  the 
con<;ea)ment  practised  towards  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh was  either  without  my  knowledge 
and  contrary  to  my  belief,  or  it  was  against 
my  earnest  remonstrances. 

It  was  without  my  knowledge  and  con^ 
trary  to  my  belief,  op  to  the  week  in 
which  Parliament  rose ;  and  from  thaf 
time  forth  it  was  against  my  earnest  remon- 
strances. 

Even  when  I  learnt,  in  June,  that  (he 
communication  had  not  been  made  by 
^'our  Lordship  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  I  did 
not  learn  that  you  had  been  prevented 
from  maluAg  it  by  any  absolute  restric- 
tion. 

It  was  not  till  the  month  of  July,  in  the 
course  of  the  discussions  which  took  place 
from  the,  13th  to  the  20th  of  that  month, 
retrpecting  the  proposal  for  postponing  the 
new  arrangement  to  be  fouryled  on  your 
Lordship^-a  resignation,  and  for  leaving 
to  your  Lordship's  discretion  the  time  of 
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disdosurt  (o  Lf»^^^  Catilertaghi  thai  I 
Icanat  tliat  th«  nik'jH^  «bkli  yfiu  had  Iti- 
Ihtflft  obserrctl  <Jowar4*  l*im,  had  been 
ippoxml  upon  yoiar  L'int?ibip  by  tW  in- 
jiintUoo  of  the  Dak*!  of  Portia riiJ,  1  did 
iKittlH  then  kn^w  tvith  Hmm  ih^i^oncf^al- 
njent  bifberto  practisf^d  hdd  onpntited  ;  I 
frmnkty  own  that  I  thoughi  it  fiad  origi- 
UTiied  with  your  Lnrd^ip ;  I  wds  anxious 
^hove  all  thing*  thai  itsiioiild  not  be  evei 
iuapectfid  thiitit  had  (irtj^iiiattd  vviili  mo  ; 
or  that  I  had  1>Cf  ti  a  consenting  party  tu 
itt  or  even  (till  a  late  period)  conscious  of 
its  exi8tence. 

In  my  correspondence  with  the  Duke 
of  Portland  at  this  period,  therefore,  at  the 
same  time  that  I  resisted  the  new  delay 
then  proposed,  I  disclaimed  any  concur- 
rence in  the  concealment  which  had  be^n 
hitherto  practised — and  requested  "  that 
1^  ipiffht  be  remembered  hereafter,  when- 
ever Uiat  concealment  should  be  aJledged 
against  the,  as  an  act  of  injustice  to  L^rd 
Castlereagh,  that  it  did  not  originate  in  my 
8i)ffgesti<Mif  that  ^o  far  from  desiring  it,  I 
l)ad  conceived  (however.erroncously)  ^oicr 
i/>rd^ttp  to  be  the  sure  chani^el  of  communi- 
catioi)  to  Lord  Castlereagh  ;  and  that  up 
to  a  yery  late  period  I  had  belieyed  such 
€0i9miiaicati«Ma  to  hav^  been  aciuaily 
i^iadcr** 

The  Duke  of  Portland,  in,  answer,  ac- 
l^nowledged  my  repeated  remonstrances 
against  the  concealment;  stating  himself 
at  the  same  time  not  to  have  been  aware 
that  I  had  at  any  time  believed  the  com- 
munication to  have,  been  actually  m&de ; 
but  assuring  me  ''that  he  should  be  at 
all  times  ready  to  avow  that  the  conceal- 
ipent  bad  originated  with  himself,  (the 
Duke  of  Portland) ;  that  he  had  injoined  it 
to  all  those  with  whom  he  had  communi- 
cate^,— from  motives  which  he  was  at  all 
times  ready  to  justify  ;  and  that  he  was 
desirous  of  taking  whatever  blame  might 
have  been,  or  might  at  any  time  be,  in- 
icurred  by  it,  upon  himself* 

This,  as  I  have  said,  was  my  first  know- 
l<edge  of  any  restriction  whatever  upon 
your  Lordship's  con^muoicatioa  to  Lord 
Castlerea^. 

If  I  am  asked  why  I  believed  your  Lord- 
ship, to  have  actually  tHada  the  communica- 
tion, I  answer,  because  it  was  natural  that 
you  should  n^ake  it^  becausp  the  cxpecta- 
flon  of  your  making  it  was  the  motive 
which  induced  me  to  desire  (and  I  did  de- 
sire) that  the  communication  should  be  I 
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made  jto  yoyr  Lordship ;— because  the 
manner  in  which  youf  first  received  ^ 
communication  (as  reported  to  me  by  tae 
Duke  of  Portland)  tehded  to  coofinn  the 
belief  that  your  Lordship  was  the  (t 
channel  of  communication  to  Lord  Castie- 
reafjli; — and  because  (  knew  not  of  the 
existence  of  any  impediment  to  your  |)w- 
3 11  i tig  whs^t  appeared  to  me  (and  does  still 
appear  to  me)  the  natiml  and  obfious 
course  to  be  pursued  i^pon  sach  an  oc- 
tiision. 

If  it  be  objected,  that  I  ought  not  to 
have  been  contented  with  presuming  tbt 
disclosure  to  have  been  made,  batougbtto 
have  diligently  ascertained  that  it  Wii  lo; 
— first,  1  answer — ^th^t  no  person  oainnil- 
ly  sets  about  ascertaining  that  of  which  be 
entertains  nd  doubt:— and,  secondly,  1 
answer — ^that  the  moment  that  my  saspi* 
cion  of  the  fact  was  excited,  I  dfd  ict 
about  ascertaining  the  troth;  and  that 
upon  ascertaining  it,  I  did  remonstrate  in 
the  strongest  manner  a^inst  the  coaceai- 
ment;— and  enforced  that  remoitstranee 
by  the  tender  of  rtiy  own  rttsignatien. 

It  was  on  the  26th  or  27lii'of  June  (fi«e 
or  six  d^vs  aflerPaHiamnnt  ro8e)tfiatI 
ditcoverect  my  soapicioa  to  be  founded.— 
On  the  d7il»  I  rcmiiiileMi.— Otf«rMk 
<i'  tendered  my  resignation. — ^And  in  the 
coursA^  of  the  same  day,  yoaz  Lordship 
(as  I  have  already  stated)  received  an  in- 
junction to  mal^  the  communication  is 
soon  as  the  Expedition  should  have 
sailed. 

The  second  of  the  two  periods  to  which 
your  Lordship's  Statem|&nt  refers,  b^ns 
from  the  l^th  of  Julj,  the  day  of  the 
tender  of  your  Lordship's  Resignation. 

It  does  not  appear,  nor  does  your  Lord- 
ship's Statement  aver,  that  at- any  time 
during  the  second  period,  the  restriction 
which  had  been  originally  imposed  opoo 
your  Lordship  was  renewed  ;  or  that  anj 
other  existed,  except  that  which  youi 
Lordship  had  imposed  uppn  yourself,  sod 
which  was  therefore  no  longer  binding 
upon  your  Lordship  than  while  you  might 
yourself  be  willing  that  it  sboaki  bind  yoo« 
(Tobeco^kmed.) 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

IXiNGER   TO   Ireland    (coiuinucd    from 

p.  84I)i lathe    article   here   referred 

to,  I  iiulered  u;h»u  the  sul)jc»ct  of  the  dan- 
ger, from  an  invision,  to  which  this  kir^g- 
dom  must  soon  be  exposed;  upon  the  sup- 
position that  the  Emperor  Napoleon  made 
nimsr If  master  of  the  Southern  Peninsula  ; 
and,  I  cBdeavoured  to  point  out  the  causes 

•f  particular  danger  to   Ireland Let 

mc  b^  the  reader's  leave  to  recapitulate 
the  substance  of  uhat  was  then  said.  It 
was  this :  That,  i-t  was  in  the  very  nature 
ef  things  that  Napoleon,  should  possess  an 
increased  desire  of  conquering  this  king- 
dom ;  ■  that  it  was  hianifest  that  he 
wo^ld  possois  infinitely  greater  means  of 
cooquerin:^  it  than  he  possessed  in  lb03, 
when   we  thought  it  necessar}*^  to  make 

preparations  for  fortifying  London ; 

that  it  is  pcSvsible,  at  least,  for  him,  in 
\ifif  course  of  a  year,  to  send  forth  a 
powerful  armamfut  from  nine  or  ten  dif- 
ferent ports  at  the  same  time;— —that 
this  is  not  to  be  prevented  by  any  sys- 
tem of  block  :de;^-^ — that,  the  chances 
are  mtlny  to  one,  that  some  one  or  more  of 
loch  armaments,  each  consisting,  perhaps, 
of  from  Iweniy  to  forty  thousand  mm, 
wonKf  reach  Ireland  in  safety,  if  such  were 

tbeir  destination; that,  if  Ireland  were 

saUiiied,    the    consequences   to   Englan  I 

must  be  t  :rrible  ; that,  therefore,  it 

became  us  seriously  to  consider,  how,  i.i 
such  a  crisis,  tlte  people  qf  Ireland  would  he 

(ikelj/  to  act. A  diJ  not  enter  into  this 

last  question,  and  proposed,  without  en- 
tering into  it,  to  show,  in  this  present 
sheet,  how  the  people  of  Ireland  might, 
in  one  respect,  at  least,  be  conciliated,  al- 
luding to  the  measure  a^^ainst  which  tlie 
abommable  cry  of  "  No- Popery  "  was 
raised.  But,  upon  re-considering  the 
matter,  I  think  it  best,  before  I  come  to 
this  latter  topic,  to  give  tiie  English  reader 
t  t\ew  of  the  actual  situation  of  the  people 
of  Ireland,  I  mean  their  situation  so  far  as 
relates  to  what  may  be  supposed  to  have 
an  influence  upon  their  conduct  in  caseof 
invasion  by  the  French.-: — It  is  a  great 
niiifbrtun«  to  this  kingdom  in  general/ 


tliat  Ireland  is  soparated  from  E.igJaud  hv 
water;  bccau<?e,  hesiiles  n^auy  other  evils, 
it  is  produchve  of  thi^,  that  the  |>eople  of 
Enghnd  are  not  only,  generally  speaking, 
norant  of  \vh  it  is  i>  issimr  in  Ireland,  but 
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tiiey,  at  bx^st,  seem  to  care  bi^t  little  about 
the  matter,  too  many  of  the.a  look.ng  upon 
the  lii^i  as  scarcely  being  Cf.untrymen, 
not  a  few  consiJe  ing  them  as  an  inferior 
race  of  beings,  and  a'most  the  whole  re* 
garding  the  interests  of  Ireland  and  those 
of  England  as  being  perfectly  distinct. 
There  arc,  indeed,  but  few  amongst  uSf 
who  do  not  perceive  ;  who  have  not  great 
misgivings,  that,  if  Napoleon  were  master 
of  Ireland,  England  would  be  in  danger, 
and,  indeed,  that  England  must,  4n°all 
human  probability,  soon  experience  the 
fate  of  Ireland.  Yet,  strange  to  say  !  the 
feeling  excited  by  this  reflection  is,  in  but 
too  many  instances,   iinxt  of  anger  against 

the  people  of  Ireland. Nothin^^  can  be 

more  tuijusc  Xhan  this  way  of  thinking; 
but,  fif'.n,  the/a//y  of  it  surpasses  its  injus- 
tice, '   An*ry  with?  ti»e  Irihli.  hecau-^e  .... 

because  w  hat  ?     Why,  because 

their    existence    endangers   our-  salViy  ! 
Angry  with  them  becau-^c  they  are  alivr,' 
and   have   a  desire    to    enjoy    Hie  !     Sad 
dogs  those  LisJuucn  nui^t  be  to  desire  to 
keep  alive,  when   to  ktep  alive  may  be 

dangerous  to  us  I Be  our  not  ion  <.  ho\v- 

evir,  whit  tlw*y  miy  ;  to  what.'ver  lengths 
our  vanity,  self-Lr*.u;trit,  fu'Iy,  or  injustice, 
may  lead  us,  we  sliall,  at  last,  liiul,  that,  if 
Napoleon  should  land  a  con  i  Urable  wrmy 
in  IrcLwul,  it  will  depend  ^Vt/y  upon  th« 
disposiion  of  the  people  oi'  In]  \nd,  wheihcr 
thai  army  shall  succeed  in  its  o!  ject  there, 
and  here  also  ;  for,  it  is  not  to  l;e  credited, 
that  even  the  most  stupid  oPthe  No-Popery 
clan,  can  entertain  the  sli^^htest  hojie  of 
England's  escaping  sahjui^ation,  should 
Ireland  once  fall   mto   the  hgmds  of  th« 

enemy. It  is,  therefore,  of  the  greatest 

importance,  that  we  vow  form  correct  no- 
tions  as  to  what  the  disposition  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  is,  in  cote  of  invasion  by  the 
Frmch,  likely  to  be;  and,  in  order  there-' 
unto,  let  us  now  see  what  is  the  situation 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  ;  let  us  see,  whe- 
ther that  situation  b«  such  as  iofortify  their 
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keart9  in  dcfesce  of  their  courttry  ;  let  U9 
8ee,  whether  they  are  in  the  poesession  and 
enjoyment  of  blesatngs,  flntring  from  go- 
Teniment,  rather  than  risk  the  Iobs  of  which 

men  will  naturally  venture  their  lives. 

The  political  state,  the  slate  of  the  persons, 

of  the  people  of  Ireland  is  as  follows.- 

There  is  a  law,  passed  just  after  the  pre- 
•ent  ministry  came  into  power,  in  1807, 
which  law  enables  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
upon  receiving  a  memorial  of  the  magis- 
trates of  any  county,  stating  that  dis- 
iurbances  exist  therein,  to  proclaim  thai 
county  to  be  in  a  disturbed  stale.  Proclaim- 
ing a  county  to  be  in  a  disturbed  'state 
does  not  seem,  at  fiFst  sight,  to  be  a  very 
liarsh  measure.  But,  stop  a  bit,  and  you 
shall  see  what  arc  the  consequences  of  such 
proclamation. The  moment  ibis  pro- 
clamation has  taken  place,  the  law  com- 
pels every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  that 
<iounty,  to  remain  within  their  houses  from 
sifmset  to  sun-rise;  shut  up,  absolutely  en- 
closed within  walls,  cut  off  from  all  com- 
munication with  neighbours,  friends,  re- 
lations (sick  or  well)  for  one  half  of 
•very  twenty-four  hours.  It  is  well  known, 
that  a  considerable  portion  of  agricultural 
Ijibour  ought  to  be  performed  between 
'  tun-set  and  sun-rise.  But,  why  need  I 
descant  upon  the  vexations  of  such  a  state  ? 
The  reader,  be  his  rank  of  life  what  it 
may,  has  only  to  make  the  case  his  oicn ; 
has  only  to  consider  hiihselfin  the  place  of 
one  of  the  people  of  Ireland;  and  he  will 
want  no  detail  of  the  hardships  which 
must  accompany  such  a  state  of  life. — — 
Well,  but  being  shut  up  in  this  manner  is 
A  mere  trifle ;  it  is  not  worthy  of  mention ; 
it  siivks  completely  out  of  sight,  when 
compared  with  other  parts  of  the  law  in 

question. ^Tlie  magistrates,  that  is  to  say, 

persons  appointed  by  the  government,  are 
first  to  call  upon  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
proclaim  a  county,  and,  when  that  is  done, 
these  same  magistrates  have  the  authority, 
either  by  themselves  or  their  cffcers^  to  make 
forcible  entry,  at  any  time  in  the  nMt,  into 
any  house,  to  see  wftcther  its  irduihitanis  be 
€t  home,  and  to  take  up  and  imprison  all 
those   who  may  be  caught  out  of  theic 

houses. ^Wlien  this  bill  was  before  the 

House  of  .Commons,  it  was  proposed,  by 
Mr.  Whitbcead,  Mr.  Brand,  Sir  John 
^^ewport,  and  others  t6  qualify  the  clause 
giving  this  terrible  power,  so  as  to  gfve 
the  poor  alarmed  wretches  within,  tat 
minutes  to  prepare  for  the  visit ;  because, 
•v^  decency  required,  that  women  should 


This  proposition  was,  however,  refected, 
and  the  words  '«  reasonable  time'*  inserted 
instead  often  wtimaes;  leaving,  astbe  reader 
will  perceive,  the  magisUates  or  tbcir  of- 
ficers, to  be  the  judges  of  what  time  wa» 

reasonable. Reader,  what  do  you  think 

of  this  sort  of  Fife?'  How  should  you  (no 
matter  where  you  live)  like  to  be  shut  up 
in  your  house  from  aun-set  to  sun-rise, 
every,  twenty-four  hours  of  your  Vsft,  and, 
while  so  shut  up,  be  liable  to  have  voor 
house  entered  hy  force,  at  any  hour  of  the 
night,  by  your  neighbouring  magfsirates, 
or  their  officers  ?  How  should  you  like 
it?  How  should  j^ott  like  it,  I  say?  Pray, 
do  not  answer  me  by  talking  about  the 
necessity  of  such  laws  :  that  we  will  talk  of 
by-and-by .  What  I  want  to  know  of  yea, 
at  present,  is,  how  you  should  like  to  live 
this  sort  of  life.  HotV  you  think  yea 
should  feel  disposed,  in  such  a  situation  ? 
Whether  you  would  hazai  d  much  rather 
than  lose  the  enjoyments  of  such  a  state  ? 

But,  you  have,  as  yet,  but  half  a 

sight  of  the  law,  under  which  the  Irish 
live.  You  must,  to  be  a  judge  of  the  state, 
and  of  the  feelings,  of  the  Irish,  see  the 
part  of  the  bill  in  question,  which  sets 
aside  the  common-law,  as  to  redress  against 
the  magistrates  and  others,"in  cases  where  they^ 
may,  under  colour  of  this  act,  be  guilty  of 
unkmful  violences  against  the  people.  Mads* 
trates  and  others  are,  according  to  the  law 
of  the  land,  liable  to  be  sued  and  to  b« 
punished  for  an  abuse  of  their  power  and 
authority ;  and  very  necessary  it  is  that 
they  should  be  so  liable,  because,  if  they 
were  not,  there  would  be  no  end  to  tbejr 
oppressions.  The  king,  or  rather  his 
ministers,   appoint   the  magistrates;   bal> 
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thciif  the  people,  if  these  magistrates  abuse 
their  power,  can  bring  then*  conduct  be« 
fore  ajttry.  This  is  our  protection ;.  this 
is  what  wc  have  to  rely  oo  ;  this  is  the 
source  of  our  security  against  magisterial 
jns<»lence  and  oppression.  Any  man  of 
'us  can  bring  an  unjust  magistrate  bcfort 
a  jury  to  answer  for  any  injury,  of  any 

sort,  that  he  may  have  cone  us. ^But, 

how  are  the  Irish  situated  in  this  respect? 
What  protection  have  they,  under  the  law 
before  us,  agaiost  any  abuse  of  power 
committed  hy  the  magistrates  and  others  ? 
"  WJiy,"  the  reader  will  say,  "  they  ciii 
"  surely  bring  their  action  against  such 
"  magistrates  ?'*  Oh,  yes !  They  can  bring 
their  action;  the  bar  would  fain  lose  none 
of  its  profits;  but,  what  is  tb  take  placs 
in  case  of  a  verdict  for' the  piamtif?  Ahl 
reader^  you  Dev«r  would  guess  it*  if  yoa 
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were  to  guess  for  a  thousand  years.  Lest 
you  should  not  belieye  my  account  of  it, 
you  shall  hare  it  in  the  words  of  the  act 
itself:  ■  "  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
«•  further  enacted,  That  when  a  verdict 
'•  skaii  be  given  Jin-  tiu  plainiiff  in  any  action 
•*  to  be  brought  against  any  justice  of  the 
'•  peace,  |>ea€e  officer,  or  other  person,  for 
*'  taking  or  imprisoning  or  detaining  any 
*'  person,  or  for  seizing  arms,  or  entering 
'f  houses  under  colour  of  any  authority 
*f  sriven  by  this  act,  and  it  shall  appear  to 
"THE  JUDGE  OR  JUDGES  before 
"  whom  the  same  shall  be  tried,  that  there 
•'  wasa  PEOBABLii  CAUSE  for  doing  the 
'*  ad  complained  of  in  such  action,  and  the 
**  judge  or  court  ^all  certify  the  same  on 
**  record^  then  and  in  that  case  the  plaintiff 
*'  shall  not  be  entitled  to  more  than  iixpence 
^  damages,  nor  to  ar^  costs  of  suit :  provided 
**  also,  that  where  a  verdict  shall  be  given 
*^  fiojr  the  plaintiff  in  any  such  action  as 
''-aforesaid  aad  the  Judge  or  court  before 
*f  whom  the  eHuse  shall  be  tried,  shall 
"  certify  on  the  record  that  the  injury  for 
"  which  such  action  is  brought  was  wiU 
**  fully  and  maliciously  committed,  the 
''plfuntiff*  shall  be  isntitled  to  treble  costs 

•f  of  suit." ^Thus,  then,  though  a  man, 

injured  by  the  magistrates,  or  their  of- 
ficers, should  obtain  a  verdict;  should 
have  the  decision  of  ajtay  in  his  favour, 
%he  judge  may,  at  his  pleasure,  nullify  that 
decision,  and  the  injured  person,  by  way 
of  redrets,  may  have  to  pay  his  own  costs  / 
I  aak  you,  English  reader,  how  you 
should  like  that  ?  now  you  should  relish 
such  laws  ?  How  you  should  feel  disposed, 
if  you  were  living  under  such  laws?  To 
what  extent  you  would  so  in  the  way  of 
haaarding  your  life,  rather  than  lose  the 
eojoyments  belonging  to  a  state  of  life 
like  this  ?  I  put  these  questions  to  you, 
and  beg  you  to  put  them  home  to  your 
bosom ;  for,  be  assured,  that,  if  the 
Southern^  Peninsula  falls  completely  uttder 
the  sway  of  Napoleon,  you  will  soon  find, 
that  these  .questions  are  of  vital  import- 
ance to  you.  You  may  be  engry  with 
the  hrish,  because  they  are  aHve,  because 
they  may  he  a  source  of  danger  to  you  ; 
yet,  you  may  cunt  the  Irish ;  but,  that 
wilt  do  y<»u  no  good,  if  Buonaparte  should 
Mcceed  in  landing  forty  or  fifty  thousand 
Men  in  Ireland,  and  should  (which  God 
forbid  1)  find  a  very  considerable  part  of 
the  people  ready  to  join  him,  instead  of 
hting  ready  to  shed  their  blood  in  op- 

Cung  him. — — ^f  the  clause^  which  I 
I'e  jim  quoted;  Sit  Aitiiv*  Fi^or,  the 
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late  Attorney  General,  said,  **  that  "first, 
"  this  most  extraordinary  bill  gave  extra-  "^ 
"  ordini\ry  powei*s  to  magistrates,  and 
"  thcn<  after  they  had  exceeded  the  powers 
"  given  them,  tliey  were,  by  this  same-bill, 
"  to  be  protected  against  the  vcrdi9t  of  a 
•'jury.  It  is,"  added  he,  **  a  mockery  to 
"  continue  the  Trial  by  Jury,  and  yet  to  de- 
"  prive  an  injured  person  of  the  effect  of 
"  a  verdict  after  it  had  been  given  in  his 

*'  favour." One  of  the  arguments,  used 

in  defence*of  this  clause,  was^  that  tho 
Judges  of  Ireland  were  impartial  and  wp- 
rigfu.  Of  the  fact  here  stated  I  choose  to 
say  nothing ;  but,  the  argument,  if  good  for 
any  thing  at  all  in  this  case,  woOld  be,  at 
least,  equally  good  as  applied  to  JEngUmd, 
where  the  Judges  are  not  certainly  less 
impartial  and  upright  than  they  are  in 
Ireland.  Yet,  English  reader,  are  you 
prepared  to  resign  the  Trial  by  Jury  ?  Are 
you  prepared  to  be  content  to  leave  it  to 
the  Judge  to  say,  whether  you  shall,  or 
shall  not,  have  the  benefit  of  a  verdict  in 
your  favour,  when  you  complain  ofiuju* 
ries  sustained  from  magistrates  and  pthers, 
acting  under  the  pretence  of  law  ?  Wuuld 
you  be  content  to  live  in  such  a  state  I 
Would  you  risk  your  life,  rather  than  los# 
the  enjoyments  of  such  a  state  ?  Answer  mf 
not,  I  beseech  you,  by  urgiog^the  necessitj^ 
of  the  law.  That  is  a  matter  yet  to  b« 
discussed,  and  then  we  shall  inquire  whence 
the  dire  necessity  has  arisen.  But,  I  an^ 
now  merelr  describing  the  state,,  the  oc<* 
tuai  state  of  the  people  of  Ireland^  in  ordef 
that  we  may  form  a  correct  judgment  aa 
to  wh^t  would  be  likely  to  be  their  lino 
of  conduct  in  case  of  an  invasion  of  theiv 
country  by  a  French  army,  ^nd  I  ask  you 
how  you  think  you  should  feel,  if  you  wero 

living  in  such  a  state? Upon  the  clause^ 

intended  to  protect  the  magistrates  agains| 
the  verdict  of  Juries,  Sir  John  Newport 
related  two  instaaces  of  the  conduct  of  tho 
persons  in  authority  in  Ireland,  which  will 
bring  the  scene  a  little  closer  before  our 
eyes-  "  The  one,"  be  said,  "  was  that 
"*  of  a  merchant  who  was  taken  up  en 
'*  suspicion,  100;000/.  bail  ivas  qfaed  for 
"  his  appearance  at  the  necessary  lime  | 
"  this  was  rtfused,  the  man's  business  was 
"  ruined  for  want  of  his  own  presence  to 
''  conduct  it,  and  he  became  a  bankrupts 
"  He  afterwards  went  out  to  America  ;  he 
"  carried  with  him  the  disease  of  the  mind 
"  which  had  thus  been  occasioned,  be* 
u  came  melancholy,  his  senses  were  de* 
'*  ranged^  and  he  made  an  attempt  upon 
"  his  life.    Another  jparion  was  apprt« 
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"  hen  led  in  the  county  of  Tipperary*  be- 
"  cause  he  wns  guilty  of  having  a  piece  <^ 
"  rrenck  tnnnu.^cript  in  his  pocket,  and  by 
*'  onlcr  of  the  Siierilt*  tie  WAS  FLOG- 
"  (JKD,  bpcause  the  Sheriff  in  his  extrcnnj 
"  Lyyui  Z'nl  ronclutled  that  the  manuscript 
"  must  f»v'  scduious,  or  it  would  not  have 
'*  been  written  in  French,  a  ianguni^c  "johicli 
*'  Iw  did  not  unthrsttrnd,  lie  therefore  in- 
*'  V.rww  i  f;L'n:irinen  to  look  a  liit'.e  at  ihe 
'*  o  h'.T  suie ;  to  feel  a  little  for  the  injured 
**  in  lividual  as  w<  11  as  for  the  erring  ma- 
"  i^isi rates/' These  are  Sir  John  New- 
pout's  own  words,  uttered  in  the  House  of 
Conimitns'.     The  two  sullerers  he  declared 

to  b'*  ••  worthy  individuals/* Now,  then, 

EnglisJi' reader,  I  will  not  ask  you  how 
you  \V4)uld  like  this,  ^it  there  is  no  man 
who  can  like  to  be Jiogged;  but,  I  will  ask 
you,  how  you  would  like  to  be  liable  to  n  ? 
i  will  ask  you  how  you  think  y(m  should 
feel  disposed,  if,  upon  compKiininp  of 
treatment  of  ihis  sort,  a  jary  were  to  cive 
a  verdict  in  your  lavour.airl  the  judge  were 
to  nullify  that  verdict,  it  appearing  to  him 
that  there  was  "  probabls  cauw*'  lor  flog- 
ging you  ? No,  no  ;  1  retract :  I  do  not 

ask  you  this  question.  1  will  not  insult 
you  by  asking  you  koiv  you  should  feel  upon 
an  occasion,  the  very  idea  of  which  now 

makes  my  own  blood  boil  in  my  veins. • 

It  is  odd  :  jt  will  scarcely  be  believed  that 
ihe  coincidence  is  not  feigned;  but  it  is 
really  so,  that  at  the  veiy  moment  when  1 
was  finishing  the  last  sentence  (Wednes- 
day, 1*2  o'clock),  a  letter  from  London  in- 
formed roe  of  the  result  of  the  Trial,  in  the 
•etion  of  Mr.  Clifford  against  I^randon 
for  fal^-im prison ment;  and  informed  mc 
hlso  of  the  singular  circumstances  (which 
will,  I  trust,  be  published  at  full   length) 

of  that  Trial.-: Now,  English   reader, 

how  do  you  think  that  Irishmen,  upon 
hearing  these  circumstances  related,  must 
feel  .^  Will  not  the- result  of  this  trial, 
considering  its  peculiar  circumstances, 
revive  in  their  minds  "  thoughts  that 
*'  burn }"  '  How  should  you  feel,'  if  you 

were  in  their  situation? Such,  then,  is 

the  state  of  Ireland.  It  is  useless  to  dwell 
longer  upon  this  part  of  the  subject.  Hav- 
ing described  the  tatv,  under  which  ihe 
people  of  Ireland  live,  the  English  reader 
will  Want  nothing  more  to  enable  him  to 
judgejof  the  nature  of  their  situation  ;  and, 
then,  he  has  next  to  consider,  how  the 
people  of  Ireland,  while  in  such  a  state, 
are  likely  to  act,  in  the  case  of  an  invasion 
of  their  country,  on  the  part  of  the  French. 
It  was,  when  this  law  was  passed,  as- 


serted, in  the  House  of  Commons  thtt 
there  was  a  French  party  in  Ireland,  If 
that  was  really  the  case,  there  can  tc  no 
doubt  (if  the  'said  party  be  Mill  in  exist- 
ence) how  a  p  irt,  at  least,  of  ibe  people  of 
Iretantl  woukl  acl^  BuVtbe  question  I 
wish  to  put  to  my  readers  is  this: 
whether  they  think  that  the  people  of 
Ireland,  in  general,  will,  or  mlt  not,  feci 
disposed  to  fly  to  arms,  ftod  to  risk  (hdr 
lite/i,  in  defence  6f  that  state  of  tlMi^,  in 

which  they  rnrjo  live  ? T(»  those,  who  ao-' 

Nwer  in  the  allirniative ;  to  those  who  think 
it  likely,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  wooW 
venture  their  live?  in  defence,  ofwhatlbaic 
bec^n  describing,  lest  t:?c>r«c^h*>uld  fall  upon 
them  ;  to  those,  who  think  thus,  I  have  no- 
thing further  to  say,  except,  indeed,  ihiV 
that  the  law,  of  which  1  have  been  speak- 
ing, must  be  unnecessary,  seeing  that  even  it 
is  not  regarded  as  sutlicient  to  induce  the 
people,  to  join  the  ar«)iy  of  an  invader. 
But,  to  those,  if  there  be  any  such,  wbo' 
fear,  that  all  is  not  quite  somid  in  Ireland ; 
to  those  who  feur,  that  tht  re  are,  notsvith- 
standing  the  smooth  surface  of  the  poli- 
tical sea,  all  the  materials  of  a  storm 
in  existence,  and  that  those  materiais 
are  daily  and  houHy  increasing- in  qiian- 
tity  and  in  thvir  destroying  powers;  to 
those  who  fear,  that,  if  an  invasion  by  the 
French  were  to  take  place,  such  invasion 
would,  as  things  now  staiid,  meet  but  witK 
a  f-iint  resistance,  at  best,  from  the  gr^t 
body  of  the  people,  who,  b«  it  observed, 
are,  by  law,  liable  to  have  their  arn» 
taken  from  tliem  by  the  magistrates;  to 
these,  who  may  fear,  in  short,  that  Ireland 
is  not  "  fortihed  in  the  swords,  and  in  the 
'*  hearts,  of  her  people ;"  to  such  per.^on?, 
if  any  such  there  be,  I  have  some  obsena- 
tions  to  otter,  fiiut,  as  to  the  constantly 
pleaded  necrsxity  of  the  rigorous  laws,  of 
which  I  have  been  speaking ;  and  se- 
condly, as  to  the  means  of  removing  soch 
necessity,  supposing  it  tb  exist,  and  there- 
by of  fortifying  Ireland  in  the  swords,  and 

in  the  hearts,  of  her  people. Whence, 

then,  hr»s  this  dire  necessity  arisen?  The 
present  set  of  ministers  and  their  prede- 
cessors of  (he  Pitt  school  have  had  the 
management  of  the  nation's  affairs  for  the 
last  nearly  thirty  years.  They  have,  ex- 
cept foraboui  fiiteen  months  never  expe- 
rienced any  interruption,  ^hey  have  done 
with  the  uholu  of  our  means  what  seemed 
good  to  them  ;  and,  therefore,  upon  alt 
sound  maxims  of  politics,  wc  bare  a  right 
to  look  to  thetn  for  the  cause  of  this  at  once 
shameful  and  dangerous  necessity.    It  ^ 
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sometimes  pretended,  tliat  the  law-,  of 
which  I  have  heeu  spcdking,  is  lovellcd 
solely  at  certain  desperate  individuals; 
and,  that  the  great  hody  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  are  perfectly  loyal  and  well-dis- 
posed ;  but,  ihat  this  i->  not  sincerely  said 
is  but  too  mani lest  1rom  the  provision  rela- 
tive to  the  verdici  qfjuiies ;  for,  ihi' odimiS' 
izrwofthat  clause  was  confessed  by  IVJr 
Perceval  himself,  tiiough  he  still  con- 
tended for  iLs  necessity.  And,  sueh  was 
the  opinion  entertained  of  juries,  that  it 
^yas  flatly  stated,  that  "  //  iftis  clause  was 
"  omiUcd,  the  'xhok  of  the  hul  might  as  wdl 
"  bcihrown  out."  Now,  it  must  be  clear  to 
every  one,  tl»at,  if  this  was  the  case,  the 
opinion  must  have  been,  that  a  very  large 
poiiion  of  pt  i.sons  in  the  midilling  ranks 
of  lite  vv;<s  in.ec'ed  with  dangerous  prin- 
ciples and  designs.  Indeed,  nothing  short 
of  such  a  persuasion  could  have  induced 
any  .minister  to  think  of  such  a  measure, 
which  measure  must,  of  itself,  operate  as  a 
most  powerful  encouragement  to  any  ene- 
my, tniertaining  intentions,  or  wishes,  to 
invade  the  country.  What  must  neces- 
sarily have  been  the  opinion  of  Napoleon, 
as  to  the  state  <'f  Ireland,  as  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  people  of  Ireland,  when  he 
read  the  law,  of  whit  ii  we  have  beeiv 
speaking,  ami  the  parliamentary  debates 
connected  with  that  law  r  Inde.  d,  he  has 
taken  rare  not  lo  keep  his  opinion,  upon 
this  subject,  a  secret ;  for,  in  answer  to- 
Mr.  Canning's  paper  about  Spain,  he  most 
significantly  observes,  That  we  have  no 
more  to  do  with  his  measures  with  regard 
io  the  people  of  Spain,  tiian  he  has  to  do 
with  our  measurtB  with  regard  to  the  people  of 
Jieland,  He  did  not  lose,  I'll  warrant  him, 
one  word  of  what  was  said  in  parliament 
about  the  French  Party, \n  Ireland;  and, 
he  it  loo  wise  noi  to  know,  that  his  asto- 
nishing victories,  and  the  other  events  that 
have  occurred  within  the  last  two  years, 
are  not  of  a  sort  to  work  a  xliminution, 
either  in  the  numbers  or^he  hopes  of  such 

party, What,  then,  is  to  be  done  ?  Do 

we  hope,  that  Ireland  can  be  kept  in  this 
siz.\Q  until  peace  is  made?  What  folly!  Just^ 
as  if  the  enemy,  in  making  peace  with  us, 
would  not  take  into  account  this  very  si- 
tuation of  Ireland.  Just  as  if,  in  all  his 
calculations  respecting  our  means,  he  did 
not  look  upon  Ireland  as  a  burden,  rather 
than  as  a  source  of  strength.  Just  as  if, 
in  short,  he  did  not  look  upon  Ireland  as 
one  of  his  best  allies.  He  might  find  him- 
self deceived  ;  but  that  this  is  his  opinion 
If  very  clear  J  and,  it  is  not  less  clear,  that, 


while  Ireland  ^-emains  in  its  present  state, 
there  can  be  no  hopes  of  any  peace  vviih 
Napoleon,  that  shall  not  be  fuller  of  dan- 
ger than  a  continuance  of  the  war. -We 

may,  as  1  before  observed,  be  an^vy  with 
the  Irish  because  about  five  millions  qf  iheni 
continue  to  be  alive;  we  may  hate  thcrti 
an  1  curse  them  ;  we  may  wish  their  island 
sunk  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea ;  but,  still 
they  live,  and  live  they  will.  We  caniiot 
annihilate  them;  we  cannot  get  iheiu  out 
of  the  way  of  the  French  ;  no,  nor  can  we, 
by  all  the  means  liiat  we  are  masters  of, 
prevent  them,  in, case  of  an  Invasion  of 
their  country,  from  taking  that  sid^,  to 
which  their  opinions,  or  iheir  feelings, 
mvite  them.  It  is,  therefore,  as  useless  to 
be  angry  ^with  thein  as  it  would  be  to  be 
angry  with  thunder  and  lightninaj.  Our 
anger  can  have  no  good  eftlct,  and  it  may 
have  a  bad  one.  But,  firom  whatever 
cause  it  has  proceeded,  so  it  is,  that,  in  all 
the  countries  of  the  cuntinent,  threatened 
by  the  French,  every  means  of  defence 
has  been  resorted  to,  save  that  o?  co^ci/iat'- 
ing  t fie  people.  In  all  these  countries  im- 
mense armies, magazines ;  all  sorts  of  fortir 
fications;  everything  is  provid«^d,  except 
the  good  will  of  the  people;  the  defenders 
have  had  every  thing  for  them,  except  the 
hearts  of  the  parsons  to  be  defended.  The  go- 
vernpients  ot  these  several  states  having  nu- 
merous armies,  have  not  only  disregatded 
the  feelings  of  the  peop  e,  but  seem  to  have 
studiously  sought  means  of  exciting  those 
feelings  against  them.  Upon  the  fall  of 
Louis  XVI.  of  France,  the  advocates  for 
*'  strong  government,"  alias,  despotism, 
soon  found  out,  that  the  unfortunate  Louis 
owed  bis  ruin  to  the  mildness  of  his  govern- 
ment and  the  kindness  of  his  own  dispo- 
sition ;  and,  of  course,  that  the  way  to 
prevent  revolutions,  was  not  to  have  a 
mild  government  or  a  kind  prhice.  Upoa 
this  maxim  most  of  the  old  governments 
seen  J  to  h^ve  acted.  The  consequences 
are  before  us.  Expcrienre  has,  at  last, 
convinced  all  those,  who  are  not  quit* 
blinded  by  their  selfish  passions,  that  t4i© 
people  of  no  country  are  in  love  with  des- 
potic sway ;  that,  as  oft(  n  as  occasion 
offers,  they  wilf  gladly  rid  themselves  of 
such  hway  ;  and  that^  in  the  words  of  my 
motto,  a  large  country,  not  fortified  in  th« 
swords,  antT  in  the  hearts,  of  the  pKOplft 
cannot  be  defended.  Sir  William  Tem- 
ple, one  of  the  most  worthy  as  well  as 
most  wise  men  that  this  country  can 
boast  of  having  given  bifth  to,  tells  us, 
that  "  standing  forces^  or  guards  in  90Ur 
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*'  stant  pay,  were  no  where  used  by  !aw- 
"  ful  princes  in  their  native  or  hereditary 
*'  countries,  but  only  by  conquerors,  in 
*'  subdued  provinces,  or  usurpers  at  Home ; 
*'  and  were  a  defence  against  SUBJECTS, 
*'  not  against  LNEMIES/'  Lord  Bacon 
has  the  ^ame  sentiment.  He  tells  us,  that 
*'  A  mercf  nary  army  is  the  fittest  to  invade 
*'  a  country,  but  a  militia"  (an  arming  of 
the  people  m  his  tiair)  **  the  fittest  to  de- 
*'jend  it ;  because  the  first  have  estates  to 
"  get,  and  the  latter  to  protect.*'  How 
strongly  have  ihe  maxims  of  these  great 
men  been  verifitd  in  the  events  of  the 
last  eighteen  years!  The  whole  of  the  mi- 
litary powers  of  Europe  fell  upon  France 
a^  on' e,  uhilc  we  assailed  her  on  her 
short?,  and  this,  too,  at  a  moment  when 
lier  (;<ucrnment  was  broken  up,  and  her 
arnjy  «iissolved.  Yet  did  France,  "  forti- 
"  fied  »ii  the  sv\ofds,  and  in  the  hearts,  of 
"  herpeople,"  defend  her  territories  against 
all  her  numerous  assailants;  whom  she 
with  her  raw  n<ilitia,  not  only  repulsed, 
l)ut,  become  a.ssai.ant  in  her  turn,  finally 
subdued,  bhe  defended  her<elf  without 
the  aid  of  scarcely  any  regular  forces ; 
and  her  soil  was  never  dishonoured  by 
the  feet  of  foreign  mercenaries.  But,  in 
lierwoiks  of  invasion,  she  has  employed 
men  of  all  nations  ;  and,  she  has,  i  dare 
aay,  found  them  to  be  the  fittest   for  the 

Work. is  it  not,  then,  madness  to  the 

'  last  decree,  to  suppose,  that,  in  an  hour 
of  invasion,  Ii eland  can  be  defended, 
unle&s  in  that  defence,  the  hearts  of  the 
people  are  engaged  ?  Is  it  possible  for 
any  man  to  believe,  that,  if  I.eland  were 
invaded  l>y  on^y  thirty  thousaml  French, 
our  troops  would  be  able,  at  once  to  beat 
those  French  and  to  keep  the  people  in 
awe,  if  the  latter  were  to  prove  disaf- 
fected ?  No  man  can  believe  this.  See- 
ing, then,  that,  as  things  now  sJand,  an 
invasion  of  Ireland  by  the  French  might 
be  produciive  of  infinite  injury  to  Eng- 
land ais  well  as  to  Ireland,  and  might,  in- 
deed, be  thecauseof  our  uitcrextinciionas 
»n  independent  people  ;  and,  seeing  that 
this  vlanger  is  not  (if  what  has  been  said 
above  be  correct)  to  be  avoided  by 
ni(o/Y>i«  measoies  towards  the  Ir»sh,  let  us 
8eri(iu;ily  consider  what  can  he  done,  in 
order  to  do  away  the  "  French  party'*  by 

means  of  comiiiaiion. In    my   last,  at 

p.  840, 1  expressed  my  intention  to  show. 
In  the  pre«<  nt  N^pniber,  how,  in  one  re- 
spect, the  Iri  h  people  mi^ht  Be  conci- 
liated, al'uding  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Measure,  proposed    by  the  iaU  ministry. 


of  opening  all  ihe  ranks  of  the  Army  to  our 
Roman  Catholic  JrUouhsttbfects.  I  did  not, 
however,  mean  to  confine  myself  within 
the  very  narrow  bounds  of  that  measure ; 
for,  it  appears  very  cleariy  to  me,  that 
tmich  more  than  is  contained  in  that  mea- 
sure ottght  to  be  done.  I  think  that  all  dis- 
abilities whatever  ought  to  be  removed 
from  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  whole' 
kingdom  ;  that  they  ought  to  be  capable 
of  being  Judges,'  Privy-CounjseHors, Mem- 
bers of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and,  in 
shoH,  ought  to  be  placed  upon  tba  same 
footing  as  the  Presbyterians,  who,  it  is 
very  well  known,  fill,  by  means  of  an  an- 
nual bHl  of  indemnity,  any  of  tliese  si* 
t nations.  It  needs  no  reasoning  to  con- 
vince us/  that  the  people  of  Ireland,  fi?e» 
sixths,  perhaps,  of  whom  are  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, muftt  feel  sore,  that  thev  will  feel 
sore,  that  they  will  and  must  look  upon 
ihemselves*  as  an  injured  people,  and  that 
their  conduct  will  be  that  of  a  people  who 
think  themselves  injured,  as  long  as  this 
system  of  Exclusion  shall  be  adhered  to; 
and  especially  now,  when  they  see,  thm 
what  has  been  positively  refused  to  them, 
solely  upon  the  ailedged  ground  of  their 
being  Roman  Catholics,  has  been  granted 
to  Germans,  and  to  other  foreigners,  not- 
withstanding thei$^  being  also  Rmnan  Ouhth 
lies.  This  is  so  manrfest ;  this  is  so  pal- 
pable ;  this  carries  conviction  so  direcdy 
.to  every  mind  ;  that  it  is  impossible  for  II 
not  to  excite  in  /the  Irish  Roman  Catho- 
lics feelings  much  easier  to  participate  in 
than  to  describe.  Lei  the  English  reader, 
for  one  moment,  place  hitiiself  in  the  si- 
tuation of  an  Irish  Catholic  ;  let  him  con- 
sider himself  and  his  family  excluded  from 
all  military  honours,  on  account  of  his  be- 
ing a  Catholic,  while  he  is  taxed  to  pay 
foreign  Catholics  in  our  military  service ; 
let  the  English  reader  but  so  consider^him- 
«elf  for  one  moment;  let  hiln  put  himself, 
in  this  respect,  in  the  place  of  the  Irish 
Catholic;  and  then  let  him  say,  how  he 
•houtd  feel  disposed,  in  case  «»f  an  invasion 

of  Ireland  by  the  French. What,  then, 

is  the'  cause  of  thi^  system  of  exclusioti? 
fVhy  are  we  exposed 'to  s\ich  danger,  (Vom 
an  invasion  of  Ireland  ?  For  what  is  it  tl^at 
we  are  obliged  to  keep  so  great  a  force  in 
Ireland  ?  What  is  the  real  cause  of  this 
our  enormous  ^xpence,  and  our  danger 
from  within  as  Well  as  from  without  ?-— 
The  cause  is,  that  the  people  of  Ireland 
are  in  the  state  above  described;  but, 
what  is  the  cause  x)f  Ihat  ?  Tlie  cause  of 
that  is,  that,  a^  it  was  ailedged  iti  parlii- 
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ment^  there  is  «  Rrtnch  parly  in  Irelancl  ? 
And,  as  love  of  the  French  is,  in  this  case, 
synonymous  with  hatred  of  their  present 
goTernment,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose, 
that  one,  at  least,  of  the  causes  of  that  ha< 
tred,  is,  the  system  of  exclusion ;  that  sys* 
tern,  which  so  cruelly  wounds  the  feelings 
of  all  ranks  of  the  Catholics,  who  do,  in 

fact,  compose  the  peopte  of  Ireland  ? 

How  happy  would  that  day  be,  tK)th  for 
England  and  Ireland,  which  should  see 
reoHived  this  endfess  source  of  envy,  ha- 
tred, and  malice ;  which  would  unite  all 
hearts  in  defence  of  the  country  ;  which 
would  put  an  end  to  all  civil  broils ;  and 
which  would  render  unnecessary  one  half, 
or  more  than  one  half  of  our  military  force, 
marc  than  one  Aa/f  of  that  force,  which  now 
costs  us  twenty  millions  of  pounds  sterling 
a  year  !  And  why  does  not  this  day 
come  ?  Why  shooKl  it  not  be  the  itfst, 
ihe  very  first,  day  of  the  next  session  of 
parliament  ?  JVhy  should  it  not  ?  ■  ■  In 
cltscassing  this  question,  we  must  go  back 
to  the  epoch  of  Lord  Howick's  Bill ;  that 
is,  trfthe  spring  of  1807.  Upon  the  sub- 
ject of  that  bHl,  and  in  answer  to  the  truly 
hellish  howl  of  «'  no  Popery/'  i  addressed 
two  letters  to  Mr.  Pekceval.  Part  of 
what  was  said  in  those  letters  I  shall  now 
repeat,  without  much  alteration,  to  which 
I  shall  add  such  observations  as  seem 
to  be  cat  led  for  by  the  circumstances, 
in  which  we  are  now  placed,  and  which 
dififer  iiroin  the  cireumstances  of  1807, 
only    as     they    more     Tbudly    call    for 

measures    of  conciliation. At    the 

epoch  now  referred  -  to,  the  ministry 
bad  just  been  changed,  a  dissolution  of 
parliament  had  taken  place^  a  new  parlia- 
iDent  had  met,  a  Speech  from  the  throne 
had  been  made,  and  in  that  Speech,  as 
we|4  as  in  divers  Add^sSes  sent  to  the 
king,  great  stress  had  been  laid  upon  cer- 
tain "  duLiGATioNS,*'  under  which  the 
fbmiiy  on  the  throne  possessed  that  throne. 
The  object  of  this  was  to  create  and  spread 
at>raad,  a  belief,  that  the  king  could  not  give 
kk  consent  4o  the  prapoud  measure  M  fiHoitr 
ijf  «Ae  Irish  OathoHcs,  u^hout  wAating  the 
compact,  in  virtue  rf  vckych  hisfaMiiy  xoas 
ataked  to  the  thrme  qf  this  kingdom.  This 
tiotioB  was  inculcated  wit^  all  imaginable 
iDeal  and  activity  hy  the  faction  whi^h  had 
just  thea  aucceeded  to  the  offices  and 
entoluDSents  of  the  state.  How  felse  ^ 
notion  was;  bow  faypocrttical  the  con- 
inct  of  those  by  whom  it  was  propagated, 
we  shall  new  aee  $  and,  I  tn»t,  the  reader 
WftU  he  €ettThiOed>  th^l  there  fitver  4i4 


exist  any  obligation  to  prevent  the  king 
from  giving  bis  assent  to  that  measure  of 
conciliation  for  which  I  am  an  advo- 
cate, and  which,  I  am  satisfied  would  en- 
able us  to  dispense  with  one  half  of  onr 
present  military  force.— — Of  the  obHga" 
tions,  under  which  the  crown  is  held, 
we  have,  in  varying  phraseology,  heard 
much,  from  different  descriptions  of  men, 
since  the  agitation  of  the  question  re* 
specting  the  catholics.  The  course  of 
reasoning  with  all  of  them  is  this:  '*  That 
"  the  placing  of  the  crown  upon  the  heads 
"  of  His  Majesty's  illustrious  family  was, 
"  at  th6  tiBje,  and  has  been  and  will  be; 
"  in  Us  consequences,  the  greatest  of  na- 
*'  tional  blessings  ;  that  tbe  only  prin- 
"  ciples  which  produced  that  inestimable 
"  blessing  were,  ilie  maintenance  of  the 
"  predominance  of  the  Church  of  England, 
"  as  by  law  established,  and  the  preventiixg 
"of  evefy  thing  tending  tore-exalt  the 
"  Roman  Catholic  Church  ;  that  Lord 
^  Howick's  bill  would  have  tended  to  re* 
'^  exak  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and 
'*  would  thereby  have  sapped  the  predo- 
"  mi  nance  of  the  Church  of  England  : 
"  and,  therefore,  that  Lord  Howick's  bill 
^'was  contrary  to  the  principles,  which 
*'  placed  the  crown  lipon  the  heads  of  His 
"  Majest3r's  ilKistrioos  family  ;''  a  con- 
clusion perfectly  correct,  and  indeed  self^ 
efident,  if  we  admit  the  premises ;  but, 
except  as  far  as  is  contained  in  the  hrst 
proposition,  (with  which  I  presume  not  to 
meddle)  all  those  premises  I  think  that 
even  I  am  able  to  disprove.  Who  that 
was  a  stranger  to  our  laws  and  history, 
would  not,  upon  hearing  tbe  language  of 
(he  Speech,  and  of  the  divers  addresses 
to  the  King,  recently  delivered,*  imagine* 
that, when  the  crown  of  this  kingdom  was 
transferred  from  the  Stuarts  to  tbe  <iuelphs« 
the  sole  condition  with  the  latter  W^s,  that 
they  should  snffcr  no  relaxation  in  the  then 
existing  laws  reiating  to  the  Roman  Catho* 
licsf  Tb  hear  these  addresses,  sind,  in- 
deed, to  hear  the  language  of  all  those  chat 
opposed  the  late  ministry,  or  that  mtend  to 
support  the  present  mtnistry,  who  would 
not  suppose,  that  the  revolution  m  tbe 
reign  ot  James  H.,  was  produced  by  a 
dispute  about  religion  solely  ;  and,  that 
the  crown  was  transferred  to  tiie  present 
i^nnly  merely  for  the  sake  ef  preventing 
the  return  at'  papal  power  or  influence  f 
Yet  nothh>g  can  t>e  further  from  the  truth. 
Popish   bigotry  was  only  a  part,  and  a 
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Tery  small  pait>  of  tjic  objections  which 
the  pt  optf.  of  i'.i\gland  hail  lo  that  king. 
who  wasauilfui  obstinate  tyrant,  with- 
out the  cuiJi  ng,  which  some  lyrauts  of 
Tiiore  inveitrate  baseness,  have  to  dis- 
guise their  rapacity  and  their  cruelty. 
Tnat  he  was  a  real  bigot  and  no  kj/pocrile, 
tliere  ran  be  iufle  doubt;  and.  the  nation 
livoitld  have  done  well  in  getting  rid  of 
hiin,  if  he  )\  ii\  had  no  other  fault ;  for  he 
M^as  begmninu  to  crowd  his  court  and  the 
Countiy  wiUi  greedy  foreigners  under  the 
name  of  prieNts,  and  under  wljatevtT  nanio 
they  nii^ht  (<  loc,  they  were,  and  in  all 
cases  must  be,  a  grievous  curse  to  any 
nation,  liut,  that  his  crimes  were  not 
eo:  fined  to  tyranny  in  religious  matters^, 
will  in«inifostly  yppem-  irom  the  following 
List  of  th(  m  as  recorded  in  that  famous 
act  of  parliament,  which  ua**  |)assed  in 
the  first  year  of  the  rei«in  of  William  and 
!Marv,  and  which  is  commonly  called  tRb 
Bill^iif  JiLhts, 

*'  \\  hereas  the  late  King  Jamesthe  Se- 
"  cond,  by  the  Assistance  of  divers  evil 
*'  Counsellors,  Judges,  and  Ministers  em- 
"  ployed  by  him,  d^id  endeavour  to  subvert 
**  and  extirj.ate  the  Pro'eutant  Religion, 
"  and  the  Lm:j:s  and  Litertks  of  this 
*'  Kingdom.  ^ 

*'  i.  By  assuming  and  exercising  a 
*'  Power  qt'  dispcnsiiig  with  and  suspending  qf 
*'  L(4ws,  and  ihe  lixecution  of  Laws  with- 
"  out  Consent  of  Parliament. 

"  il.  By  committing  and  prosecuting 
"  divers  uonby  Prelate*,  for  humbly  pe- 
*'  tiii<.ning  to  be  excused  from  concurring 
**  to  «he  hiiid  ussumed  Power. 

"  III.  by  is8ui:'g  and  causing  to  be 
''  executed  a  Commisbion  urider  the  Great 
"  Seal  for  erecting  a  Couit,  called.  The 
-"  Court  oJ  Coramissioneii  for  Ecclesiastical 
*'  Causes. 

"  IV.  By  Levying  Money  for  and  to 
*'  the  Use  of  the  Crown,  by  Pretence  of 
*'  Prerogative,  for  other  Time  and  in  other 
^  Manner,  than  the  mine  xaas  granted  by 
"  Parlianient, 

'*  V.  hy  raiding  and  keeping  a  Stand- 
*'  ing  Array  within  this  Kingdom  in  Time 
*'  of  Peace,  without  Consent  of  Parlia- 
«'  ment,  and  quartering  Soldiers  contrary 
"  to  Law. 

"  VL  By  causing  several  good  Sub- 
*'  jects,  being  Protestants,  to  he  disarmed, 
'*  at  the  sante  time*  when  Papists  were 
**  both  armed  and  emijloyed  contrary  to 
**  Law. 

'<  VIL  BY  VIOLATING  THE  I  REE- 
"  DOM  OV  H^ECTION  OF  MEMBERS 
•*  TO  SERVE  IN  PARUAMEiNT. 
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"  VIII.  By  ProsecOlioDsinlheCourtof 
"  King's  Bench,  for  Matters  and  Causes 
"  cognizable  only  in  Parliament;  and 
"  by  divers  other  arbitrary  and  illegal 
'*  Courses. 

**  IX.  And  whereas  of  late  years /wr- 
'*  tiah  corrupt,  and  unqualified  persons 
"  have  been  returned  and  setTcd  on  Juries, 
*'  and  Tiidls,  and  particularly  divers  Jurors 
•'  in  Trials  for  High  Treason,  which  were 
"  not  Freeholders. 

'*  X.  And  excessive  Bail  hath  been 
'*  required  oi" Persons  committed  in  crimi- 
*••  nal  cases,  lo  dude  the  hemjii  qf  the  hcntSy 
*<   made  for  tlic  JJbn  iy  oj  the  i^utj  as. 

**  XL  And  excessive  tines  have  been 
'^  imposed  ;  and  illegal  and  cruel  puQi>h- 
"  ments  have  been  inflicted. 

"  XII.  And  several  Grants  and  Pro- 
''  tnises  made  of  Fines  qtnd  Foijeiturtr,  before 
"  (tny  Contiction  or  Judgment  agaipsi  ik 
"  Persons,  upon  whom  the  same  u-ere  to  be 
**  levied, 

"  All  which  are  utterly  and  directly 
*'  contrary  to  the  kmwn  L.iws  and  Su- 
"  tutes,  and  Freedom  of  this  Realm.*' 

Such  were  the  crimes  of  James  II, 
Wliether,  in  any  other  reign,  lans  have 
been  dispensed  with,  or  suspended  :  whe- 
ther, in  any  other  reign,  money  have  becD 
levied,  or  expended  (which  is  exactly  the 
same  thing)  for  other  purposes  than  those 
for  which  it  was  granted  ;  .whether  the 
freedom  of  elections  of  members  to  serve  io 
parliament  has,  no  matter  how,  been  vio- 
lated ;  whether  there  have  been  aqy 
packed  juries,*  especially  for  the.  trial  of 
those  who  weie  charged  with  crimes  con- 
nected with  politics;  whether  the  laws 
for  the  protection  of  personal  liberty  have 
been  eluded,  and  men  kept  in  prison  for 
years  without  any  trial,  from  first  to  last ; 
whether  fines  and'  forfeitures  have  been 
held  out  as  inducements  to  every  man  to 
beUay  and  to  swear  against  bis  neighbour; 
whether  these  things  have  taken  place  in 
any  other  reign,  Imust  leave  those  who  are 
better  acquainted  with  such  matters  than 
I  am,  to  say  ;  but,  I  think,  it  must  be  al- 
lowed, that,  when  we  see  they  existed  in 
the  reign  of  James  I^we  need  seek  for 
no  oth^r  cause  of  his  being  driven  from 
his  throne.  That  he  was  a  bigot,  and 
that  tl^ie  church,  so  soon  after  the  days  of 
popery^  were  justly  alarmed,  is  true ;  bat, 
that  bis  other  crimes  were  of  a  macb 
greater  Bis^nitude,  we  need  only  read  th^ 
list  of  them  to  be  satisfied.  And,  as  to 
the  Declaration,  ((f  Rights,  which  follow  the 
aboTe  lUt'of  crimtB^  not  a  Nog^.^ord 
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do  they  contain  upon  the  sohject   of  re- 
ligiou. 

."  i.  That  the  pretended  Power  of  sus- 
*'  pending  of  Ldus,  or  the  Executi')ii  of 
*'  JLauiji,  h)  re^al  Authority,  without  con- 
"  sent  6i  Pm  liHnjvnt,  is  illegii.. 

"  11.  Thai  the  pVeit^nded  Power  of  dis- 
"  pcnMiiti  with  Laws,  or  the  Execution  of 
"  Laws, by  regal  AuUioriiy,  ns  it  hath  heeii 
'.'  asfuvned  and  exercised  ot  late,  is  illegal. 

**  IlL  That  the  Com  mission  for  erecting 
"  the  late  Cou4t  of  Commissioners  for  Ec- 
"  clesiastical  Causes,  and  all  other Commi.s^ 
*'  sioiis  and  Courtsof  like  Nature,  are  illegal 
"  and  pernicious. 

'*  1\\  That  levying  Money  for  or  to  the 
"  Use  of  the  Crovvii,  by  Pretence  of  Prero- 
*'  gative,  without  Grant  of  Parliament,  for 
"  ionger  Time,  or  in  oiher  Manner  than 
**  the  same  is  or  shall  be  granted,  is  il- 
"  le^al. 

"  V.  That  it  is  the  Right  of  the  Sub- 
"  ject.s  to  petition  the  King,  and  all  Com- 
"  Hiitments  and  Prosecutions  for  such  pe- 
**   titioning  are  illegal. 

*'  VL  TlMt  i  he  raising  or  keeping  a 
"  Standing  Aimy  within  the  Kingdom  in 
"  time  of  Pe.'xe,  unless  it  be  with  consent 
'*  of  Parliiunent,  is  against  law. 
.  "  VU.  That  the  Suhjecis  which  are 
*'  Pros-estants,  may  have  Arms  for  their 
"  Defence  suiiab'le  lo  their  Conditions,  and 
*'  as  allowed  by  Lctw. 

"  VIll.  Th  It  Elections  of  Members  of 
*'  P#irl lament  ought  to  be  free. 

"  IX.     That  the  Freedom  of  Speech, 

"  and  Debates  or  Proceedings  in  Parlia- 

«'   ment,  ought  not   to  be   impeached  or 

"  questioned  jn  any  Court  or  Place  out  of 

,  •*   Parliament. 

*'  X.  That  excessive  Bail  ought  not  to 
"  be  required,  nor  excessive  Fines  im- 
"  posed;  nor  cruel  and  unusual  Punish- 
?'  ments  inflii  ted. 

"  XI.  That  Jurors  ought  to  be  duly 
*'  impannelled  and  returned,  and  Jurors 
'<  A%hicii  pass  sentence  upon  Men  in  Trials 
"  for  High  Treason  ought  to  be  FVee- 
«*  liolders. 

*'  XII.  That  all  Grants  and  Promises 
"  of-  Fines  and  Forfeitures  of  particular 
"  Persons  before  Conviction  are  illegal 
*'  and  void. 

*•  XIII.  And  that  for  Redress  of  all 
"  Grievances,  and  for  amending,  strength- 
"  ening,  and  preserving  of  the  Laws/ 
•f  Parliaments  ought  to  be  held  fre- 
"  guently/' 

Th^se  were  the  principfet,  which  pro- 
duced tbe  revolution  qf  J  638  ;  ;vnd,  though 


the  maintenance  of  the  protestant  esta- 
blished church  makes  a  part  of  them,  h 
is,  as  I  said  before,  a  very  inconsiderable 
part.  The  people  of  England  saw,  that, 
unless  they  overset  the  power  of  James  U, 
they  must  becpme  slaves,  and,  therefore, 
iliey  drove  him,  and  most  justly,  from  the 
throne.  \Yliether  ihey  acted  viisely  as  to 
the  appointing  of  his  succes-^or,  is  a  (jues- 

lion  which  I  pretend  not  to  discuss - 

Out  of  these  principles  *  trrew  the  Act  qf 
ScUleincnt,  as  it  is  usually  callcvj,  which 
was  passed  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign 
of  William  and  Mary,  and  which  was  oc- 
casioned by  the  prospect  of  a  total  want  of 
heirs  to  the  crown  from  either  Queen  Marv 
or  the  Princess  Anne,  afterwards  Queen 
Anne.  By  this  act,  which  is  entitled  an 
act  \'oT  limiting  the  crown,  it  was  placed  up- 
on the  heads  of  his  Majesty's  family  ;  and, 
let  us  see,  theretbre,  what  were  tht^  princi- 
ples by  which  it  was  so  placed,  and  what 
AVt-re  the  conditions,  and  *'  obligations."  to 
use  the  word  of  the  Speech,  undi-r  which 
it  was  to  be  held.  Let  us  see  if  there  was 
any  obligation,  either  expressed  or  implied, 
that  no  relaxation  should,  thereafter,  tak» 
plarc,  under  any  circumstances  whatever, 
in  the  laws  and  regulations  relative  to  the 
Roman  Catholics ;  but,  first,  let  us  fix  well 
in  our  memory,  that  the  act  we  are  about  to 
quote  was,  "  an  ;»ct  for  the  further  Ihnita-- 
"  tion  of  the  a  own,  and  better  securing  the 
"  rights  and  liberties  of  tJte  sut)jcct/*  saying,^ 
in  its  title  at  least,  not  a  single  word  abotit 
either  the  protestant  or  the  popish  religion. 
i'his  act,  after  providing,  that  the  king  or 
queai  in  future  should  take  the  coronation 
oath,  as  prescribed  by  a  former  act  of  par- 
I iatneiit,of  w  hich  oath  I  shall  speak  by-and- 
by,  it  procecvls  to  make  the  following  fur- 
ther provisions  for  "  securing  the  religion, 
"  laws  and  liberties  of  the  kingdom. 

"  That  whosoever  shall  hereafter  come 
"  to  the  Possession  of  this  Crown,  shall 
"  join  in  Coinmunion  with_the  Church  of 
"  England,  as  by  Law  established. 

"  That  in  case  the  Crown  and  Imperial 
**  Dignity  of  this  Realm  shall  hereafter 
"  come  to  any  Per^^on,  not  being  a  Native 
'*  of  this  Kingdom  of  England,  this  Nation 
'*  be  not  obliged  to  engrage  in  any  War  for 
"  the  Defence  qf  any  Dominions  or  TerritO" 
"  rics  -Jihich  do  not  belong  to-  the  Crown  qf 
"  England,  without  the  consent  qf  Parlior 
*'  mcnt. 

"  Thatafcer  the  said  Limitation  shall  take 
*'  effl  ct  as  aforesaid,  wo  i*erson  bom  oui  qf 
"  the  Kinqdo/ns  qf  England,  Scotland,  or 
"  Ireland,  or  the  Dominions  thermato  be* 
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"  Urging  (akhoitgh  he  be  naturalized  or 
•*  made  a  Denizen,  except  such  as  are  bom 
^  <lf  English  Parents)  shall  be  capable  to  be 
■'  qf  the  l*rivy  Council,  or  a  Member  qf 
*'  either  House  qf  Parliament^  or  to  enjoy 
'*  ANY  OFFICE  OR  PLACE  OFTRUST, 
"  EITHER  CIVIL  OR  MILITARY,  or 
*'  to  hate  any  Grant  qf  Lands,  Tenejnents, 
**  or  Hereditaments,  from  the  Crown,  to  him- 
**  self  or  to  any  other  or  others  in  Trust  for 
«  Mm. 

''  THAT  NO  PERSON  WHO  HAS 
-  AN  OFFICE  OR  PLACE  OF  PROFIT 
^  UNDER  THE  KING,-  OR  RECEIVES 
*'  A  PENSION  FROM  THE  CROWN, 
"SHALL  BE  CAPABLE  OF  SERVING 
-*  AS  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF 
«  COMMONS. 

"  And  whereas  the^Laws  of  England  are 
*'  the  Birthrif^ht  of  the  People  thereof,  all 
"  the  Kings  and  Queens,  who  shall  ascend 
"  the  Throne  of  this  Realm,  ought  to  ad- 
«*  minister  the  government  of  the  same  ac- 
«'  cording  to  the  said  Laws,  and  all  their 
•*  Officers  and  Ministers  ought  to  serve 
*'  them  respectively  according  to  the 
«  •ame." 

These  were  the  principles  which  placed 
the  crown  upon  the  heads  of  his  Majesty's 
family  ;  and  here,  and  no  where  el*e,  ^re 
tre  to  look  for  the  "  obligaiion^,**  under 
which,  as  it  is  said  in  the  Speech,  the 
crown  is  held.  It  is  true,, that  one  of^hese 
obligations  is,  tliat  the  king  shall  join  in 
communion  with  the  church  of  England; 
but  no  obligation  is  there  expressed  ;  no 
obligation  is  there  implied,  that  the  king 
shall  refuse  his  assent  to  any  law  for  bet- 
tering thh  condition  of  his  Roman  Catholic 

subject**. 1  have  distinguished  certain 

parts  of  this  quotation  by  italic  characters; 
and  I  ask,  whether  this  nation  ftas  not  been 
obliged  to  eng{tge  in  wars  for  tlie  defence  qf 
dominions  which  do  not  belong  f»  the  crown  of 
England,  without  the  previous  consent  (for 
any  olhcr  consent  is  absurd)  of  even  modern 
parliaments  ?  1  ask,  whether  foreigners  have 
not  been  suffisred  to  Jill  offices  <f  trust,  and  of 
emolument,  civil  and  military  f  1  ask,  whe- 
ther  no  person  who  has  an  office,  or  place  qf 
prqfit  under  the  king,  or  recei^s  a  pension 
from  the  crown,  is  capable  qf  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons  f  I  shall 
be  told,  that  this  tatter  part  of  the  provi- 
«i«ms  above  quoted  has  been  repealed  by  a 
subseouent  act  of  parliament;  but  thLi 
only  shews,  that,  uni^ess  the  repeal  was  a  most 
dming  violation  of  the  r^s  of  the  people, 
(kd  repeal  qf  no  hw  relative  to  the  Roman 
Cmhoiknvm  be  held  «|  emy  tery  darrngvio- 


latkm.  If  thtk,  the  far  most  important,  is 
my  opinion,  of  all  the  "  obligaliofis," 
under  which  the  crown  was  held^  could  be 
done  away  by  au  act  of  parliament,  why 
could  not  any  other  qfthe  chligatums  he  done 
away  by  the  same  authority  ?  There  is, 
t^either  in  the  Act  of  Settlement,  nor  in  any 
act  of  parliament  now  in  existence,  or  that 
ever  was  in  existence,  no  prohibition,  no 
restriction  whatever,  with  respect  to  a  re-' 
taxation  of  the  laws  relative  to  Roman 
Catholics.  Upon  what  ground  then,  is  it 
pretended,  that  the  enabling  of  the  king 
legally  to  promote  Roman  Catholics  to  any 
ranks  in  the  army  and  navy,  would  have 
been  contrary  to  the  "  obligations/'  under 

which  his  crown  is  held  ? Now,  after 

what  has  been  said  here,  what  are  we  to 
think  of  those  persons,  who  pretend,  that 
the  king's  conscience  would  have  been 
wounded,  if  be'  had  given  his  consent  to 
the  measure  of  Lord  Howick  ?  To  be  sure, 
it  is  hardly  possible  to  form  an  idea  of  any 
thing  so  base  as  this  pretence.  The  heart 
in  which  it  was  engendered  it  equal  to 
any  thing,  eqtial  to  any  species  and  any 
extent  of  baseness*-— —But,  there  was  ano^ 
ther  cry  set  up  :  "  tlte  CHURCH"  (good 
old  Mother  Church)  "  was  in  danger" 
This  infernal  howl  rang  through  the  coon- 
try;  and  the  most  ignorant  part  of  the 
people  were  made  to  believe,  that  the 
"  pttpishes*^  were  coming  to  re»kindle  the 
6res  in  Smithfield  ?  I  am  not  much  of  a 
theologian  ;  not  much  skilled  in  the  ckasi- 
fication  of  sins  ;  but,  in  my  judgn>ent,  if 
any  act  of  man  entitles  him  to  everlasting 
torture,  it  must  be  such  an  act  as  that  of 
which  the  "  No  I\)pety**  crew  were  guilty 
in  1807.  The  Church  in  danger!  The 
Church  is  in  much  more  danger  from  the 
refusal  to  conciliate  the  Catholics,  than 
from  the  adoption  of  the  measure  pro- 
posed.  Let  us,  however,  examine  tfait 

taatter  more  closely.  Let  us  expose  the 
hypocrisy  of  this  cry,  in  doing  which  I 
have  merely  to  repeat  the  substance  of 
what  was  before  said  upon  the  subject- 
But,  first  of  all,  let  me  observe,  that  there  is 
one  questi.on,tery  material  in  this  discussion, 
which  seems  to  have  been  entirely  over- 
looked, namely,  whether  t^  Mipping  qf  the 
predominance  of  the  Church  qf  Enghnd  tjpouid 
be  a  national  evil?  I,  for  my  own  part, 
should  regret  to  see  it  sopped,  and  over- 
thrown, because  I  am  persuaded,  that  it 
might  easily  be  restored  to  iu  former 
purity  and  utility;  but,  when  we  aee  in 
what  manner  its  beneikes  are  but  too 
generally  4>estowed ;  when  vre  look  k%  tiM 
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endless  list  of  non-resident  incumbents; 
when  we  see  the  fruits  enjoyed  by  those 
•f  its  ministeti  w^io  perform  none>  or  very 
little  of  the  labour ;  when  we  compare  the 
solemn  promises  of  the  incumbents  wilh 
their  Kubxcquent  practice;  when  we  see 
more  than  half  of  the  people^  who  frequent 
any  place  of  worship  at  all,  turning  from 
the  church  to  the  meeting-house :  when 
we  sec  all  this,  we  must  not  be  very  ujuch 
surprized,  if  there  should  be  found  many 
persons,  who  entertain  dj^ubts,  at  least, 
upon  the  question  above  stated ;  and, 
therefore,  previous  to  the  clamour  against 
ix>rd  Howick's  bill,  as  tending  to  sap  the 
predominance  of  the  church,  ihost  doubts 

should    have  been  removed. V«rwiiig 

the  church  establishment  as  connected  with 
the  political  slate  of  the  country,  it  should, 
in   like    manner,    have    been    previously 
shown,  that  this  esiablislKuent  has  been, 
and  is,  conducive  to  the  greatness  of  the 
nation,  the  permanent  e  of  the  throne,  and 
the  freedom  and  haptjin^ss  of  the  people. 
It  should  have  t)tcn  shewQ,  that  the  several 
persons  embodied  under  the  church  estab- 
lishment, are  more  iealous  of  the  national 
character,   th;>n  a  Koman  Catholic  clergy 
would  have  been;  we  ^holJ;d  have  been  re- 
ferred to  a  time  when  tho  R<)nian  Catholic 
clergy  taught  political  doctrine  moresUvish 
than  that  which  has  been,  and  is,  taught  by 
the  clergy  of  the  present  day  ;  we  should 
have  been  convinced,  that,  if  the  H^  mish 
church  had  been  re-exalted,its  priests  would, 
in  general,  have  exceeded  our  priests  in 
political  sycophancy  and  election  jobbinti; 
we  should  have  heen  a-.sureii,  that  an  in- 
stance, qf  xohkh  1  m^sftf  was  a  witness,  of  a 
Doctor  ot  Divniity  otlermg  for   sale  two 
seats  in  parliament,  if  not  previously  dis- 
posed of,  as  the  price  qf  some  dignity  in  the 
church,  is   only  a  specimen  of  what  we 
should  have  seen  in  gross  under  the  re- 
exaltation    of  the    ftomish   church  ;    wt- 
should  have   been   reminded   of  a    time, 
when,  under  a  Romish  hierarchy,  a  state 
of  parliamentary  representation,  surpassing 
the  present,  existed,  bearing  in  mmd  the 
fateofilfr.  Madocks's  motion;  something 
should  have  been  said,  some  etFort  should 
have  been  made,  to  prove  to  us,  either  from 
experience  or  from  reason,  that,  under  a 
Homish    hierarchy,    Englishmen    wt^uld 
have  experieneed   something   more  than 
the  income  tax,  than  the  seven-years  sus- 
pension of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  than  the 
itotroiluction  of  foreign  troops,  something 
tnore  than  what,  for  these  twenty-three 
years  past,  ib^y  ha?e  experienced;    it 


should,  if  possible,  have  been  shewn,  that, 
at  some  time  or  other  when  England  was 
under  a  Roman  Catholic  church,  England 
was  in  greater  peril  froln  without,  or  in^ 
greater  misery  within,  than  she  is  at  this 
moment.  All  this,  or  some  of  it,  at  least, 
should  have  been  shewn,  previous  to  the 
raising  of  an  outcry  agamst  Lord  Ho'wick'ft 
bill,  as  a  source  of  danger  to  the  church; 
because,  to  put  reasonable  men  on  the  side 
of  its  opponents,  it  \^as  necessary  to  con- 
vince them,  that  the  thing,  said  to  be  in 
danger,  was  a  thing  the  protecting  and  pre- 
eserving  of  which  was  of  some  importance 

to  the  good  of  the  nation. 1  aking  it  for 

granted,  however,  that  rhechurches  iblish- 
menl,  even  as  it  now  standi,  wah  all  its- 
pluralities  and  absenttes,  is  a  thing  worth 
contending  for,  1  cannot  sco  how  that 
establishment  could  possibly  have  heeii 
allected  by  Ltjrd  Howick*s  bill,  if  tliat  bill 
hud  passed  into  a  law.  it  is  now  matter 
ot  general  notoriety,  ^nd  it  is  matter  of 
fi\c-c  not  to  be  denied.  Is:,  that  in  I7D3, 
the  power  of  graming  commissions  co  ca- 
tholics, in  the  Irish  army,  was,  by  law, 
giv^n  to  the  king,  and  that  tfiis  law  was 
passed  witii  the  approbation  of  Mi.  Pitt^ 
and  of  almost  the  whole  o!"  th<»se  wiio  are 
now  in  the  mwiisiry:  2d,th^t  in  ), SOI,  Mr- 
Pitt  and  Mr.  Dundas  went  out. of  office, 
being  followed  by  Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  J^o^e, 
and  others  now  in  the  ministry,  because 
ilie  king  womd  not  coosent  to  the  bring- 
ing in  of  a  bill,  int^ndi  d  to  give  the  Roman 
Catholics  even  seats  in  p  irtiaioent,  upon 
the  bench,  and  in  the  ptivy  council ;  .3(1, 
that  in  I80K  a  law,  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
was  passed,  authorizing  the.  kiiit;  to  raise 
regiments  of  Rotiian  Catholic  foreigners^ 
to  grant  commissions  to  fortiaji  ^man 
Catholic  officers,  to  dispense  with  all  oaths 
from  them,  except  a  simple  oath  of  Hdehty^ 
and  to  quarter  and  station  these  regimenta 
in  the  heart  of  our  country;  iih,  that  a// 
:kts  the  king  had  done  without  any  act^qfpar^ 
iiament  to  sanction  it  an  i  that  the  act  of 
1S04*,  was,  in  part,  an  act  to  indemnify 
those  who  had  advised  him  so  to  do  ;  5th, 
that,  at  the  time  when  this  bill  passed, 
every  person  now  in  the  mmi<iiry  was  in 
power,  and  that  you  as  attorney  general 
(Mr^Percb^'al),  must  have  examined,  if  not 
Hctually  have  drawn  up,  thatbilL  Greatly 
puzzled,  therefore,  must  the  world  be  to 
discover  any  thing  in  the  bill  of  Lord 
Howick  more  dangerous  to  the  church 
than  what  wa^  conuined  in  the  bili  actu^ 
ally  passed  with  jou  and  your  pre^nt 
colleagues  approbation.    Am  I  tola,  that^ 
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10  admit   Romm  Catholic  forci-^ner.';,  wjs  [ 
not  dangerous,  because  ihey  could  Invc  no 
connection,    or    comuiuniiy   of    iiUi^nsls,  i 
wiih  the  Roman  Cailiolics,  whether  prlcsi-*  | 
or  laity,  in  this  couniry?  My  ans\M:r  is, 
that  this  distinction  is  done  away  by  tlie 
act  of  1793,  which  authorised  the  king  to 
grant    commissions   to   Roman   Cathohcs 
serving  in  the  Irish  ai my  ;  so  that,  if  the 
acts  of  you  and  your  colleagues  were  not 
hostile  to  the  established  chuich  it  is  im- 

Eossible  that  the  bill  of  Lord  Howitk  could 
ave  been  so. But,  waiving  aU  argu- 
ment drawn  from  the  exam,j)le  of  Pitt  and 
of  yourself,  what  did  Lord  Howlck's  bill 
propose  to  do  ?  To  render  it  laxxful  for  iLu 
king  to  grant,  \fhe  pleased,  commissions  to 
English  and  Irish  Catholics,  through  fhe 
whole  of  the  several  ranks  of  tlie  army 
and  the  navy,  and  to  insure,  by  law,  the 
free  exercise  of  his  worship,  .to  every 
Kuman  Catholic  soldier  or  sailor.  It  is. 
Sir,  beyond  ray  powers  of  penetration  to 
discover  any  ganger,,  even  the  most  rc- 
molci  that  could,  froni  such  a  law,  huTe 
arisen   to   the   church  of  England ;  and, 

■  especially  when  I  take  ijito  view  the  well- 
known  facts,  that  the  king,  without  any 
such  law,  has  long  granted  commi.sbions  to 
his  Romari  Catholic  biibjects,  and  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  soldiers  and  sailors  are,  and 
lo^jg  have  been,  freed  from  all  rcstiaint  as 
to  the  exercise  of  their  worship.  Besides 
suppose  the  hounds  to  have  been  extended 
by  this  law,  it  rested  xvhoflj/  with  the  khv^,  to 
appoint  or  not  appoint,  to  promote  or  not 
promote,  to  cashier  or  not  cashier,  any, 
and  every,  Roman  catholic,  either  in  the 
army  or  the  navy;  so  that,  if  there  was 
any  danger  at  all  in  the  extension,  it  must 
have  consisted  solely  in  the  possibility  of 
the  king's  not  being  guided  by  wisdom  in 
the  choice  and  promotion  of  his  oflicer-?. 
But,  even  in  this  case,  where  shall  we  look 
for,  the  source  of  danger  to  the  chmxh  ? 
In  what  way  could  this  bill,  a  bill  intended 
merely  to  extend  the  operation  of  the  king's 
pleasure,  as  to  promotions  in  the  army  aiul 
navy,  or  rather,  to  render  the  operation  of 
that  pleasure  legal ;  in  what  way  could  such 
a  law  endanger  the  safely  of  the  chwch 
establishment?  It  gave  nothing  to  the  Ro- 
man catholic  priests  or  bishops,  either  in 
atithority,  in  name,  or  in  money.  It  took 
nothing,  either  of  power  or  emolument, 
from  the  church  of  England.  It  left  both 
churches  just  as  ihey  were  before;  and,  if 

,  the  church  of  England  has  experienced  any 
danger  from  it,  or  does  experience  any 
danger  from  it^  it  it  that  danger  which  a 


[^^8 

false  and  hypocritical  clHiihiUr-  seldom 
fails,  fiisi  or  last,  to  bring  down  upon  the 

he;.'!s  of  1  s  inventors  and  pru;i.ulers. 

"  Wiia*,  iLu.,"  soiiic  one  will  say,  v  in- 
"iluccLi  .'.jmuuy  of  the  clergy  of  the  church 
"  of  luiglouj  to  se.nd  addtxiises  against  Lord 
■"  Howick's  bill?"  That,  Sir,  which  in- 
duces the  crowds,  that  beset  Whitehall,  to 
addrci^s  letters  to  the  minister  of  the  day: 
a  desire  to  obtain  money  for  doiijg  nolhiiisr. 
If  the  moiive  had  been  other  than  this;  if 
any  thing  but  the  goal  of  preferment  had 
been  in  view%  the  clergy  would  not  have 
been  so  tardy  in  their  opposition  to  the 
bill.'  If  they  had  been  animated  hy  an 
anxiety  for  the  preservation  of  the  church, 
and  had  regarded  the  bill  as  dangerous  to 
it,  how  came  they  not  to  petition  the  par- 
liament the  moment  the  bill  was  brought 
in  ?  'Ihey  never  ihout^ht  of  an}^  such 
thing.  They  let  the  bill  go  quietly  oo; 
nor  was  it  until  the  bill  had  btea  xcith" 
draiiTi,  that  they  began  to  issue  iheir  godly 
fulminatious  against  it.  Nay,  Sir,  even 
this  was  not  enough  lo  overcome  their 
propensity  to  be  cautious;  for  they  saw 
the  ministry  safely  turned  out,  and  evea 
after  that  they  voaited  to  see  you  ii;tth  a  ma- 
joriiy  on  your  side,  before  they  ventured  to 
address  their  gracious  and  pious  sovereigii 
for  his  care  in  prcventing-the  overthrow  of 
the  church  li:  would  be  curious  enough 
to  see  the  list  of  those,  who  took  the  lead 
in  these  addresses;  but,  there  needs  no 
such  list  to  make  their  motives  evidejit  to 

the   world. Hypocrisy,   detestable  in 

any  man,  is  peculiarl}''  so  when  met  wuh 
under  the  gaib  of  a'minister  of  religion; 
and,  therefore,  the  cry  of  "  no  popery," 
«ct  up,  or  [)ropagatcd,  by  too  m.iny  of  the 
clergy,  must,  fn-.^Jt  or  last,  receive  its  juit 
reward,  in  the  natural  consequences  of 
general  detestation.  Tliis  is  not  the  first 
set  of  priests, 'who  have  kindled  a  flame 
in  the  multitude  ;  and,  as  the  usual  con- 
sequence has,  heretofore,  beep  the  de- 
stiuction  of  the  Uindlers,  let  them  beware. 

Here  I  slopped  in  1807.    Lei  them  be- 

ivaref  I  then  said;  and,  I"  am  very  much 
deceived,  if  they  will  not  very  soon  see 
reason  to  think,  that  my  advice  was  sound. 

It  is,  then,  I  think,  clear,  that  there 

was  no  obstacle  to  the  measure  proposed 
by  the  late  ministry,  other  than  the  poli- 
tical intrigucsof  those,  who  wislied  to  hart 
their-places.  It  is  quite  clear,  that  thert 
was  nothing  in  that  measure,  hostile  to  ibc 
principles,  which  placed  the  king's  family 
upon  the  throne;  that  it  had  in  it  nothing 
dangerous  to  the  Church  ^  andj  in  short; 
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that  w>  far  from  granting  too  much  to  the 
Catholics,  it  coutempiatftd  the  grant  of 
but  a  very  8n»a!l  part  of  what  might  he 
aafcly  granted  to  them.— There  are,  per- 
haps, other  causes  of  discontent  amontrst 
the  people  of  Ireland  ;  hot,  we,  surely,  in 
our  search  after  causes,  need  go  no  further 
than  the  systtm  of  exdmion  ;  that  odious 
and  invidiotw  system,  under  which  it  is 
impossible  that  they  should  be  content. 
But,  if  this  system  was  odious  before,  if  it 
was  gratinsf  to  the-souls  of  the  Catholics  to 
sec  Presbyterians,  and  oil  others  but 
thcmselvos,  a  Ihiitted  to  a  share  in  ail  the/ 
ofiices  and  powers  and  authorities  of  the 
government  ;  if  it  was  grating  before, 
what  must  it  be  now,  when  they  see,  not 
only  a  law  passed,  permitting  the  king  to 
admit  Roman  Catholics,  provided  they  be 
fjrci^ers,  into  the  army,  and  to  give  them 
raxik  to  any  extent  ;  but,  when  they  so/», 
that  be  has  so  admitted  them,  and  his 
been  promoting  and  giving  them  honours 
ta  the  service,  without  exacting  from 
them  that  oath  of  abjuration,  which  is  so 
rigorously  exacted  from  the  Irish  Catho- 
lics ?  What  must  be  tho  feelings  of  an 
Irish    Catholic   upon  contemplating  this 

distinction  ? Reader,  can  you  conceive 

t4%  this  distinction  was  matle,  and  why 
it  is  adhered  to  ?  The  king's  conscience , 
we  were  told,  by  the  precious  hypocrites 
of  1807  ;  the  king's  conscience  vvould  not 
permit  him  to  give  his  assent  to  a  law, 
enabling  him  to  exetvise  hit  awn  pleasure 
in  the  promoting  of  his  Roman  Catholic 
Subjects  in  the  army  ;  fiis  conscience ,  ihey 
told  us,  would  not  permit  him  to  do  tliis  ; 
when  (Oh  !  the  matchless  knaves  !)  there 
was,  at  that  same  time,  in  existence,  a 
law,  to  which  the  Hitt;  had  qiven  his  assent, 
enabling  him  to  employ  and  give  rank  to 
German  (aye,  to  German !)  and  other 
foreign  Roman  Catholics  in  that  same 
army,  upon  which  law  he  had  chearfully 
•nd  cordially  acted.  Now,  then,  I  leave 
'  you  to  say,  it  any  thing  ever  was  so  de- 
testable as  the  conduct  of  those  men,  who, 
in  1307^  prttended  that  the  late  ministry 
made  an  attempt  upon  the  conscience  of 
the  king ;  and,  it  is,  I  think,  impossible, 
that,   sooner  or  later,  that  conduct  should 

escape    punishment. It    is   an    insult 

io  the  king,  of  the  most  outrageous  de- 
scription, to  suppose,  that  "  scruples  of 
**  conscience^'  prevented  him  from  giving 
his  absent  to  a  law,  which  was  to  open 
the  door  of  promotion  in  the  army  to 
Roman  Catholics  who  were  his  <nni  sub- 
Jecis,  when  he  had  already  given  hii  asstnt 


to,  and  was  acting  upon,  a  law  which  had 
opdtied  that  door  to  Roman  Catholics  who 
were  foreigners.  Talk  of  dishy  alt jf,  in- 
deed! In  what  light  more  odious  than 
this  is  it  possible  for  disloyalty,  however 
inveterate,  to  place  the  conduct  and  dis- 
position of  the  king  ?  But,  this,  as  it  has 
been  well-observed  in  the  Examiner  of 
last  Sunday,  is  after  the  manner  of  these 
men,  who  always  lug  in  the  king ;  who 
always  endeavour  to  make  him  a  party 
with  thetn;  and  who  thusy  by  impli- 
cation, identify  opposition  to  themselves  with 
disloyalty  to  tlie  king.  Yet,  this  device  is 
not  original  ;  for  the  reader  will  find,  by 
a  reference  to  the  Parliamentary  History^ 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  that  just  so  ; 
exactly  in  the  same  mamier,  acted  those 
men,  who  by  an  abuse  of  the  king's  name, 
prepared  the  way  for  the  expulsion  of  the 
family  of  Stuart.  They,  too,  called  them- 
selves exclusively,  "  the  king's  friends/^- 
and,  indeed,  they  practised  all  those  arts, 
which  have,  of  late  years,  been  so  much 
in  vogue,  and  which  have  brought  us  inta 

our  present  perilous  situation. Enough 

has  now,  I  think,  been  said  to  convince  any 
impartial  man  of  the  necessity  of  concilia- 
tory measures  towards  the  Irish  Catholics,  as 
the  unlymeaosot^obtaining  a«ttre££c/enc«for 
that  now-vulnerable  part  of  the  kingdom. 
In  estimating  our  dangers,  how  large  a 
part  of  them  arises  from  Ireland  every 
man  capable  of  reasoning  must  perceive. 
In  estimating  our  wants  of  force,  Ireland 
is  the  grand  item.  In  estimating  our  an- 
nual expcnces,  Ireland  again  stands  fore- 
most upon  the  list.  Ought  not  some  at* 
tempt  to  be  made,  then,  to  change  the  si- 
tuation of  Irelan.l  ?  And,  will  the  in- 
t^ignin;^  hypocrites  still  tell  us,  that  the 
kin'/s  conscience  stands  in  the  way  of  mich 

change? My   ol>je<;t,  for  the  reasons 

I  have  already  stated,  is  not  to  promote  a 
desire  to  sre  a  change  in  the  ministry, 
about  which,  unless  a  change  of  syAcm 
be  first  openly  avowed,  I  am  qtiiie  in- 
different; but,  at  any  rate,  1  wi^h  to  see 
Ireland  conciliated,  and  that  speedily  ; 
for,  without  that,  I  am  thoroughly  con-i 
vinced,  there  can  be  no  safe  del'ence,  for 
any  part  of  this  kingdom,  against  the 
long-planneil  and  persevering  aitcmpts  of 
our  enemy. 

CovENT  Garden  Theatre. ^Two  rea- 
sons have  hitherto  prevented  nie  frcm 
making  the  scenes  at  this  place  a  subject 
of  remark  :  ihe  first,  that  the  Register  ha-j 
never  meddled  with  theatrical  mailers  ; 
and,  the  second,  that  to  obtain,  at  this  Uii- 
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«tance«  correct  inforiDation  was  difficult. 
■  -The  first  impreMion  upon  my  mind 
was,  that  the  demand  oX  Oid  Prices  was 
unreasonable,  seeing  that  all  things  have 
so  much  advanced  in  price  ;  and,  besides, 
it  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  violation  of  the 
ri^us  qf  property  to  attempt  to  comp«>l  peo* 
pie  to  Sill  enttriaminent  at  the  price  pdnted 
out  by  the  purchoier,  who  was  at  liberty  to 
leave  the  commodity  to  others,  if  \ie  did 
not  choose  to  take  it  at  the  seller's  price. 

I The  argument  of  wioMpoiy  had  some 

weight  against  this  reasoning,  though  it 
did  not  appear  to  mc  conclusive  againsttbe 
Proprietors ;  nor  did  I  care  a  straw  about 
tbeir  account  that  was  published,  because 
whether  they  got  more  than  six  per  cent., 
or  not,  appeared  to  me  to  have  nothing  at 

all  to  do  with  the  matter. As  to  the 

private  boxes,  considered  as  a  source  of  tm- 
moraiity,  I  do  not  think  much  of  that,  be* 
ing  of  opinion,  that  the  quantity  of  immo- 
rality will  be  the  same,  whether  those 
boxes  be  private  or  public  But,  if  it  be 
correct  (of  which  I  can  hardly  doubt  now) 
that  the  construction  of  the  House  pens 
op,  drives  back,  and  degrades,  the  middling 
class  of  people,  that  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
solid  ground  of  objection  ;  and  a  ground, 
too,  upon  which  the  audience  have  a  full 
mud  complete  right  to  make  a  stand  ;  be- 
cause, the  liberty  to  act  plays  is  not  given 
for  the  private  advantage  qf  the  players,  but 
for  the  entertainment  rf  the  public;  and,  it 
appears  to  me,  that  those  who  act  under 
the  patent,  have  no  more  right  to  drive 
back  and  degrade  the  people,  than  has  the 
minister  of  any  church,  by  appropriating 
all  the  convenient  and  comfortable  and 
conspicuous  parts  of  that  church  to  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  rich. To  this  dis- 
tribution, therefore,  of  the  roomv  in  the 
theatre,  I  should  have  objected,  even  if 
the  price  of  admission  had  been  but  half 
what  it  formerly  was ;  and,  if  the  descrip- 
tion given  roe  be  correct,  I  must  say,  thai" 
the  proprietors  do  seem  to  have  lost  sight 
•f  that  respect,  which  it  is  always  their 
duty  to  show  towards  the  public  at  large. 
I  am  willing  to  suppose,  that  they  meant 
no  disrespect ;  but,  certainly,  such  is  the 
appearance.  — —  But,  I  might  have  got 
over  this ;  I  might  even  have  wished  to 
forget  the  employment  of  the  Jews  and 
Bruisers;  but,  how  is  it  possible  ever  Co 
forget  the  attempts  that  have  been  made 
upon  the  personal  liberty  of  so  many  of  the 
people?  Here  the  matter  becomes  z po- 
litical one,  and  a  matter,  too,  of  far  more 
intsrast  to  us,  than  the  result  of  the  war  in 
Spain  and  Portugal^  adding  tbereimto  tbe 


resvlt  of  oui^  garrisoning  of  the  island  of 
Sicily.  The  movements  of  Messrs.  RfAO 
and  Graham  are  of  infinitely  more<  interest 
to  us,  than  the  movements  of  Baron  Doaro 
and  the  Duke  of  Dalmatia  ;>  ainl  the  vic- 
tory of  Ma.  Clifford  a  thoosahd  and  t 
thousand  times  repays  us  for  the  Um»  of  the 
battle  of  Wagram,  which  produced  the 

fiall  of  Austria. In  my  next,  1  will  pot 

upon  record  an  account  of,  this  Trial; 
but,  in  the  meanwhile,  let  me  not  omit  to 
express  my  admiration  ef  the  cmsduct  qftke 
Jury,  and  particularly  of  the  answer,  which 
they  save  to  the  Judge,  when  they  laid, 
that  they  thought  it  very  harsh  to  ooi^tnie 
so  slight  a  matter  into  an  act  <^  rtoi.  Then 
spoke  the  good  sense  of  Englishmen ;  there 
breathed  the  mild  spirit  of  English  law! 
Rioting  indeed  !  Had  there  been  a  spirit 
o(  rioting,  would  there  now  have  been  a 
bench  or  a  door  or  any  moveable  thing  in 
the  House  ?  Yes,  it  is  indeed,  "  very 
harsh"  to  cidl  what  is  passing  at  the 
theatre  rioting:  it  is  carrying  the  terrors 
of  criminal  law  into  places  olT  amosemeat. 

1  have  not  time  for  fiirther  remarks, 

at  present ;  but^  I  cannot  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing an  earnest  hope,  that  the  Pr»> 
prietors  will  adopt,  without  loss  qf  time, 
MCAsuRBs  qf  CONCILIATION.  Other  mca« 
sures^  of  almost  every  sort  that  has  a  aaae, 
they  have  tried  in  vain ;  and,,  therefore,  I 
hope  tliey  will  now  try  what  conciliatioii 

will  do. N.  B.  I  wish  very  much  to  be 

furnished  with  a  correct  account  of  all  the 
instances  in  which  bail  has  been  requ'u-ed 
at  Bow  Street,  and  the  circiunstanees  of 
the  parties  from  whom  demanded.-'-*** 
1  his  is  a  very  important  matter. 

W«.  COBBETT. 
Botky,lth  Dec,  \bOQ. 


EDINBURGH  REVIEW, 

On  the  Conduct  qf  the  War,  and  Pttrlk' 
mentary  R^rm, 
[To  the  Morning  Chronicle  I  am  in- 
debted for  an  earlier  sight  of  the  following 
article  than  I  should  oshcrwise  have  ob- 
tained. I,  therefore,  insert  the  Intro- 
duction used  by  that  print.] 

The  article  in  the  last  number  of  the 
Edinburgh  Review,  entiiletd,"  The  Con* 
duct  of  the  War,"  contains  an  excel- 
lent view  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
army  under  Sir  John  Moore,  in  the 
North  of  Spain,  fsuuded  oipoa  a  carefnl 
examinalion  of  all  the  documents  and  pob* 
licatiuns  which  have  appeared  oa  tbia 
subject,     Th^  foUo\yinfi^  sboffl  bat  clo^ 
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quent  tribi|to  to  the  mtmory  of  the  Hero 
ofCorunna,  will  not  bo  r.ead  without 
interest : 

"  The  battJe  which  he  fought  at  the 
**  end  of  this  memorable  retreat,  and  which 
•*  clased  the  sufferings  of  his  followers, 
"  and  his  own  career  of  glor^*,  will  live 
•*  for  ever  in  the  recollection  of  his  grate- 
^'  fill  country.  But  it,is  not  this  last  scene 
''of  his  triumjih  alone  that  will  claim  the 
'Masting  re^rds  of  England.  She  will 
^proudly  remember  that  his  judgment 
"and  skill  were  only  surpassed  by  his 
^^  unconquerable  valour;  she  will  fondly 
"d\lell  upon  that  matchless  self-denial 
**  which  subjected  all  his  interests  to  her 
^  weal,  as  it  devpted  all  his  faculties  to  her 
'/  serrice  ;  she  will  hold  him  up  to  her 
**  most  fiaimous  warriois  in  after  times, 
"  when  the  envious  clamours  of  the  hour 
*^  are  hiusbed,  and  the  minions  of  present 
^  power  are  forgotten,  as  a  bright  exam- 
^  pie  of  that  entire  forbearance, — that 
^  utter  extinction  of  every  selfish  feeling, 
i*  — that  high  and  manlr  sacrifice  even  of 
"  the  highest  and  manliest  of  passions, — 
*'that  severe  mortification  of  ambition 
**  itself,  which  she  has  a  paramount  right 

*  to  require  from  him  to  whom  she  yields 
**  the  guidance  of  her  armies  ;  and,  while 
^  she  records  that  the  hero  of  Corunna 

*  fought' no  vain  ^</i^«,~»-Courted  no  tul' 

*  guf  applauae  in  rash  and  $enseU$9  marches, 
"  — lost  no  irophia,  no  captives, — abandoned 

*  no  ho9pitals  to  the  enetny,  and  yielded  no 
**pou  of  danger  to  fceble  allies, — she  will 
^  pronootice  the  name  of  Moore,  to 
''  blight  those  un-hallow*6d  laurels  which 
''are  won  by  the  wasted  blood  of  her 
**  children, .  and  the  tarnishe<l  honour 
"  of  her  arms." — ^Thia  is  succeeded  by 
a  perspicuous  and  impressive  histori- 
cal summary  of  the^  measures  pursued 
by  Government  tn  the  subsequent  pro- 
secution of  the  war.  It  concludes  with 
the  following  observations,  which  are 
worthy  of  particular  attention  : — "  The 
'*  Parliament  of  England  is  about  to  as- 
"  semble  once  more  ;  and  the  authors  of 
"  our  calamities  cannot  prevent  their  con- 
^'  duct  from  boring  at  least  brought  before 
**  tkuti  illustrious  tribunal.  Hitherto  they 
<'  have  Dotr  made  any  defence  ;  nor  have 
*'  they  even  hinted  that  they  had  any 
"  to  make.  They  have  admitted  all  their 
^  ^ilturas  to  be  complete  and  fiital  ;  they 
*f  have  confessed,  thai  the  opportunities 
"  which  they  have  lost  will  in  all  likeli- 
•'  hood  never  return.  After  a  few  wretched 
''  attempts  to  divide  the  btame  among 
''  themselves,    in    shar<is   dil&rent  firoBi 


•*  those  in  which  the-  country  is  dis- 
'*  posed  to  apportion  it,  they  have  been 
**  compelled  to  allow  that  among  them- 
<<  selves  it  must  all  be  divided,  and  upon 
"  them  alone  must  the  responsibility  rest. 
*'  They  have  not  dared  to  deny,  that  the 
"  prospects  of  the  Continent  are  become 
"more  dismal  than  ever;  that  its  confi* 
"  dence  in  England  is  gone  ;  that  the 
*'  map  of  Europe,  from  Moscow  to  Paris, 
"  and  from  Lapland  to  Calabria,  offers  to 
"  the  eye  only  a  collection  of  States,  i^g^ 
"  grandised  by  her  hostility,  or  ruined 
"vpy  the  perilous  bounty  of  her  alliance. 
"  Abroad  atid  at  home — which  way  so- 
**  ever  the  eye  can  turn,  our  rulers* have 
"  amply  admitted,  that  our  aflPairs  are 
"  only  not  desperate,  and  have  themselvet 
'*  come  forward  to  declare,  that  the  em- 
"  pire  is  reduced  to  a  state  of  difficulty, 
"  rrom  which  there  can  be  at  least  no  pre- 
"  cedent  of  its  ever  having  escaped  in 
**  former  times.  And  after  all  these  con« 
''  fessions,  thfiironly  excuse,  the  only  at« 
"  tempt  they  make  to  regain  the  coofi- 
*'  dence  of  the  people,  is  to  tell  us,  "  that 
"  '« the  King  has  reigned Jifty  years."  They 
"have  ruined  our  allies;  they  have 
"  failed  in  every  plan  :  they  have  brought 
"  us  throuffh  slaughter  and  disgrace, 
'*  loaded  with  ignominy,  and  weighed 
"  down  with  almost  intolerable  burdens— 
"  to  the  very  brink  of  destruction  :--'  but 
"  the  King  is  very  old,'  and '  he  has  reigne  J- 
'^  above  half  a  century.' — It  now  remains 
"  to  be  setn,ujhelher  that  Parliament,  which 
"  stands  in  no  need  cf  reformation — which  is  a 
"fair  representative  qf  the  people  qf  England 
"  — xvhich  speaks  the  sentiments  cf  the  country 
<t  — ^\\\  ]jg  satisfied  with  this  set  ofF^ 
'*  and  once  more  acquit  the  Ministers  of  all 
'•  blame  for  their  recent  mismanagement. 
"  Holding,  in  common  with  the  Parlia* 
"  ment  itself,  the  doctrine  of  its  purity  and 
'*  of  its  sufficiency  to  save  the  State,  we  can- 
**  not  anticipate  such  a  decision.  But  if, 
"  unhappily,  we  should  find  ourselves  mis- 
"  taken ;  if,  again,  every  measure  and 
"  every  minister  be  covered  over  with  its 
''  approbation,  then  xve  will  venture  topredict, 
"  not  that  the  Government  is  acquitted,  bui 
"  that  the  Parliament  stands  coritientned ;  and 
''  we  shall  most  unwillingly  be  compelled  to 
'*  (^pear  m  the  foremost  rtmk  cf  those  Aoho 
*^  must  acknotvledge  thai  they  are  convinced 
•»  and  converted.  For  it  Is  needless  to  dis- 
^  guise  the  matter.  A  refusal  to  punish 
*•*  the  authors  of  our  misfortunes  can  only 
'*  mean  one  of  two  things — eithtr  that 
"  there  has  been  no  blame  incurred — or 
*^  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  declare  it^  he- 
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**  cause  sucb  a  resolution  would  drive  the 
"  guilty  persons  from  the  Governnik'ni. 
"  la  the  one  case,  the  Parliament  will 
"  show  thnt  it  is  not  the  Representative  of 
*'  the  Country  ;  inthe  othor,  we  sha4l  have 
"  a  conclu<ive  proof  that  the  Ministers  of 
*'  the  Crown  are  irremovable.  The  re- 
*}  sponsikUity  qf  cur  ruLrSy  that  fairest  fea- 
"  ture  in  the  theory  of  the  Constitution 
"  will  be  jiQ  longer  ev<;n  ft  wawtr,  wherewithal 
**  to  rouriil  parlTjcnenUirv  periods  ;  and 
*/  the  [)C0i)le  will  tlienctfonvdrd  rerogni-^e, 
"  in  tho  «;rtnt  ('>«jncil  o'-iiie  Nation,  f?o^ 
"the  g^iiardian  ri'  tk^ir  interests,  and  the 
"  champion  oflh/.r  ri:ihts,  but^  lU'//  contrived 
*'  instrument  of  Kuiatian. — Tiie  const'q  ueuces 
"  of  such  a  dfci^inn,  tl>ert  fnre,  •will  be 
*'  productive  of  itioalrul^ble  inischitr;  it 
'.'  will  co-upkie  thc;^  alienation  qf  the.  Country 
"^  fro.u  the  iroianuwiit,  and  shawc  anvny  the 
*J  I'Otdts'  iUfzuders  of  the  prcsmt  systt'fU.  Ih 
*f  the  nie".!!  time,  ih  •  pressure  o/  ^Im*  war, 
"  and  ot  ih<i  p\>t»lic  burth  ns  w:n,raaid>y^ 
V  increase.  ,'Oie  j^Cv-ne  of  Ivo^rilities  Will 
"  approach  ft<»  our  own  si-ores  ;•  and  the 
"  taxe>,  which,  like  the  war,  Imveasyet 
'■'  only  been  i'flt  at  a  d'jitaiK'e.  will  at 
'♦  lengtii  come  home  to  every  nian.*  This- 
''  truth  wdl  t;]en  break  upon  the  minds  o( 
*'  all,  even  at  the  most  coiitidujj;  and  jn- 
"  c<HJsil«Tat'-,--liie  truth  with  which  we 
'*  opened  the  pr*'sent  discussion — that 
«*  tbwre  is  an  intimaie  and  necessary  con- 
'*  neclion  between  the  ft>rei<;n  policy  of 
"  the  State,  and  tli,*  happiness  of  each  in- 
'*  dividual  vviiUin  its  boundaries;  tlut 
"  every  man  wlk)  pays  taxes — every  man 
•*  who  values  the  securicy  of  his  property, 
•'  or  his  own  future  safety  from  foreign  do- 
**  minion,  is  immediately  afleoted  by  the 
"  mismanagement  of  the  war  ;  that  not  a 
'<  plan  falls  to  the  ground,  nH  a  bid  ap- 
*'  pointment  of  Commander  or  Ambas- 
"sadorls  made  at  Court,  not  an  opportu- 
"  nity  of  beating  the  enemy  in  councils, 
**  or  in  arms,  is  lost,  without  our  beiujj,  a 
•*  little   sooner,  or   a  little   later,    indivi- 


*  We  do  not .  mean  to  blame  the  addi- 
tional rigour  with  which  the  taxes,  espc- 
ciadly  that  on  pwperty,  are  now  levied  ; 
because  it  Ts  undoubtedly  fair  that  default- 
ers should  be  made,  as  far  a«  possible,  to 
cantribute ;  and  we  only  fear,  the  utmost 
ingenuity  of  the  collectors  will  stilt  be 
eluded  by  the  mercantile  classes.  But  we 
simply  state  the  fact,  that  the  country, 
scarcely  knows  the  weight  of  those  taxes. 


[896 

«  dually  sensible  of  it.  Whai  kUI  then  n- 
*•  viaiu  for  ike  pooptc  to  do,  tut  need  scarcely 
**  point  out.  If  they  value  their  personal 
"  tiappine^  and  national  independence, 
"  they  will  watch  over  their  rulers  witti 
*'  redoubled  jealousy,  and  never  rest  satis- 
'*  HM  until  their  eiforts  jdiall  h:ive  re=tf»refl 
"  tlie  bidisputable  comuction  betweai  mtsmie 
*'  and  retribution,** 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

IxA-LY. — Prodanhition  issued  by  Eugene  Na- 
poleon, Arch'ClmnccUor  qf  State  qf  ik 
French  Empire,  Viceroy  of  Italy,  Prince 
qfV  nice,  and  Cvinmander  in  Chief  .^'ik 
Aiiny  of  Italy,  to  the  Feepie  of  ike  Tyrol, 
diitci.  Head  Huartcrs,  Villach,  Oct.  'lOih, 
\b09. 
Tyroleans  !  Peace  is  concluded  between 
his  iVlnjosty  the  Emperor  of  the  Frencli, 
Kinij  of  Italy,  Protector  of  ,tbe  Coniedc- 
ration  of  tlie  Rhine,  my  auijujit  Fariier 
and  Sovei^eign,  and  his  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  Austjia. — Peacp  therefore  pre-' 
vails  evtf^  wherc%  except  among  you— 
you  only  do.  not  .enjoy  its  'benefics. — Lis- 
teninqj.io  pesfidious  suggestions,  yoo  iiate 
tuin?  up  aroift  against  your  laws,  and  have 
subverted  them,  nud  jiow  you  arc  gather- 
ing the  bitter  fruits  of  your  rebellion; 
terror  governs  .y.our  cities;  idieneFs  and 
misery  reifjn  in  you;  disconl  is  \n  this 
midst  of  you;  and  disorder  everywhere' 
prevails.  His  Majesty  the  Erapeior  ajii 
King,  touched  with  your  deplorable  situ- 
ation, and  willi  the  testimonies  of  repent- 
ance which  several  of  yo'.i  have  conveyed 
to  his  throne*  has  expressly  consented,  in 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  to  pardon  your  errors 
and  misconduct. — I  then  bring  you  p-^e 
since  I  bring  you  pardon.  But  I-  declare 
to  you,  that  pardon  is  granted  you  only  on 
the  condition  that  you  return  to  youi*  obe- 
dience and  duly,  that  vou  voluntarily  lay 
down  your  arnif),  and  that  you  oftcr  no  re- 
sistance to  my  troops.  —Charged  with  the 
command  of  the  armies  which  surround 
you,  I  come  to  receive  your  sulmnisskMi, 
or  to  compel  you  to  submit. — ^The  army 
\Aill  be  prececled  by  dommissioners  ap- 
pointed by  n>e  to  hear  your  complaiflt'i 
and  to  do  justice  to  the  dematidt  you  nKiJ 
have  to  nfake — But  know  that  these  Com- 
missioners can  only  listen  to  you  when 
>iou  have  laid  down  your  arms. — Tyro- 
leans! If  your  complaints  aud  demands 
be  well  founded^  I  hereby  promise  tiist 
justice  shall  be'  done  you. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

'    Mr.  CliffobiV's  Action  agaiiiBt  Brandon. 

i ^The  issue  of  4hii  action  is  of  a  eood 

deal  of  importance  as  relating  merely  to 
the  condnct  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
theatre,  on  the-  one  part^  and  to  that  of  the 
«ttdience»  on  the  other  part;  but,  when 
eonsidered  in  its  probs^le  influence  upon 
the  general,  freedom^'  and  the  '  personal 
safety,  of  the  people,  it  is  of  a  degree  of 

importance  not  easily  to  be  described. 

ViemMg  it  in  this  light,  I  most,  of  course, 
think  it  my  duty  to  put  opoa  record  a 
abort  account  of  Che  Trial,  hairing  first 
stated  the  srrounds  upon  which  the  action 

was  brought For  many  weeks  past, 

the  audience  at  the  new-built  theatre  of 
CoTcnt  Garden,  hare,  by  npises  of  various 
sorts,  by  the  exhibition  of  placards,  cock- 
adei,  medals,  and  by  other  means,  ex- 
pressed their  disapprobation  of  the  ad- 
▼anca  which  the  proprietors  have  made 
on  die  former  prices  of  admission,  and 
lilao  <ii  the  oonstraetkvn  of  the  interior  of 
the  house,  by  which,  it  appears,  that  the 
■aUHIing  was  o(  the  pupolt  lire  shot  out 
from  their  usual  chance  of  obtaining  C0191- 
ibrtabU  and  respective  ee««a.  Various 
wte  the  means,  which,  it  aeems,  the  pro- 
prietors hate  rasorted  to,  ki  order  to  stifle 
Ibis  opposition.  Amongst  osiers,  the  caos- 
lag  of  persons  to  be-seiaed,  the  causing  of 
peraon  can^nMing  pmt  qftke  audience,  to  be 
seized  9^  crimiMalt;  to  be  dragged  befo^ 
the  Pottce-Maffistrates,  who  are  jnstices  of 
the  peace  receiving  a  salary  froan  Gorero- 
ment,  and  remorable  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  minister  of  the  day ;  to  be,  by  the  said 
magistrates,  held  to  bait,  or  committed  to 
prisOD ;  and,  it  appears,  that  many  rery 
req>ectable  persons,  not  faappontog  to  have 
boodsMien  imsMdiataly  at  hand,  hare  been 
committed  to  prison,  and  to  a  prison,  too, 
chiefly  ased  nr  the  confinement  of  the 
worst  and  lowest  of  wretches^ — —One  of 
Ihe  persons,  thus  seiaed,  soaits  f«w  weeks 
aoo,  waa  Ma.  Haaav  CurroaD,  a  barrister 
««  great  eBiAeooe  for  talent  in^hit^profes- 
siao»  *ikI  sot  less  disttsgnishad  for  the 
soondfiessof  his  poKtical  principlas  and 
his  attadnent  to  tfa  -*-... 


freedom.  This  gentleman  having  been, 
one  evening,  in  the  Pit  of  the  Theatre,' 
and  having,  amongst  the  otlier  marks  of 
his  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
proprietors,  put  in  his  hat  a  paper  with 
the  letters  OP,  which  have  been  Osed  as 
a  sign  of  opposition,  being  the  initials  of 
the  words  Old  Pricjss  ;  this  gentleman, 
for  having  thus  acted,  was,  after  the  pl&y 
was  over,  and  as  he  was  going  a)ong  the 
passage  from  the  interior  of  the  play- 
house, seized,  without  any  warrant,  by  a 
police-officer,  who  acted  under  the  express 
orders  of  a  Ma.  Bhanoon,  a  servant  ot  the 
proprietors,  who  appears  to  have  bad  tha 

chief  management    in  these  arrests : 

Mr.  Clifford  was,  it  appears,  dragged,  in' 
the  usual  i^av,  from  the  Theatre  to  thef 
Police- Justice  s  office  at  Bow  Street,  where 
tt  was  not  thought  wise,  it  seems,  either  to 
fcree  him  to  give  \m\,  or  'to  send  him  to 
prison.  He  was,  therefore,  discharged ; 
whereupon  he  brought  his  action  agai^t 
Brandon  for  fai^  imptUtmmMi  which 


Mr. 


action  was  tried,  in  the  court  of  Common' 
Piea^  before  SiaJiUifis  Manspibio,  the 
Chief  Jtistice  of  that  cburt,  on  Tuesday 

the  5th  ii)sta9t. Mr.  Bsanoon's  plaa 

was,  that  virhat  waa  passing  at  the  Theatre> 
on  the  et^snuig  wli^  Mr.  Cliffbrd  was 
seiised  and  dragged  to  Bow  Street,  amount- 
ed to  a  r»o/;  that  Mr.  Cliftbnd  had  taken 
pan  m  thai  riot;  and,  that  the  seizure  was 

made  UguUif, Mr.  Serjeant  Best,  who 

was  counsel  for  Mr.  C4i$>rd,  contended, 
that  all  this  was  false;  that  what  was  going 
on  at  the  theatre  was  noi  a  rioi ;  that,  if  h 
was,  Mr.Clifibrd  had  no  hand  in  it;  and, 
that  if  it  had  been  a  riot  and  he  had  a 
hand  in  it,  still  the  arrest  was  illegal,  be- 
cause, the  pretended  rioi  was  ai  an  end 
when  the  seizure  Was  ihade,  aitd  that, 
therefore,  the  saiaurt  was  illegal,  and  the 
imprisonment  false,  there  having  been  na 
uarfOAf  granted  for  making  Uve  seizure. 
Ma.  SaajRANT  lteariiRa]>,  coonsel  for 
Mr.  Brandoe,  took,  of  coarse,  the  exactly 
opposite  assertions^  It  aiould  be  use- 
less to  attempt  any  analy^s  of  these 
rsches ;  but,  there  is  one  point  of  Mr. 
pherd's  doctrine,  relatmg  to  tha  fanc« 
tf'Bnglishl  tkma  of /urw^,  that  oagbt  not  tf 
iF 
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particular  notice,  and,  indeed,  marked  re- 
probation.  ^The  report  of  his  speech 

makes  him    say  :— *'  Whether,  under 

**  the  circomstances  of  the  case,  as  they 

**  had  been  detailed  in  evidence,  the  De- 

''  Pendant  was  justified  m  point  qfla^,  for 

*'  having  ordered  the  seiaure  of  Mr.  Clif- 

"  ford,  the  Jury  must  decide.     They  roust 

*/  decide  this  question,  according  to  the 

*'  principle  qf  law,  which  in  that,  as   in 

"  other  cases,  he  hoped,  th^  would  receive 

"from  the  directions  t^  hi$   Lordslt^;  be- 

"  cause,   if    dift   Lordship,  or  any  other 

'f  learned  Judge,  should  happen  Co  mistake 

''  tl|e  law,  any  advocate  for  the  person,  to 

''whose  disadvantage     the    misdirection 

"  had  been  given  by  any  such  Learned 

**  Judge,  thank  God,  had  another  Court  to 

"  apply  to,  so  as  to  have  any  errw,  if  such 

"  should  be  found,  corrected.     The  Jury, 

''  he  was  sure,  would  ^e,  that  it  was  fit, 

'*  the  law  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cases, 

"  should  be  laid  down  by  those,  who  are 

*'  the  Judges  of  the  land  ;  and,  that  it 

"  should  not  vary,  from   day  to  day,  with 

*'  the   opinions  of   Gentlemen   who   are 

"  summoned,  from  time  to  tijpe,  to  per- 

"  form  the  functions  of  jury-men.     iU^- 

"  lanchofy,  indeed,  would  it  be  for   the 

"  Constitution,  and  for  this,  or  any  other 

"  country,  governed  by  law,  were  there 

'^  not  a. tribunal,  composed  of  persons  com- 

"  petent  to  decide  upon  all  questions  of 

*«  law — men,  witose  Iwes  had  been  dedicated 

**  to  the  study  oftlie  law,  the  former  part  to 

'*  ^iie  practice,  and  the  latter  part  to  the 

"  honest,    upright  administration  of  that 

"  law." 1  never  heard  of  any  thing 

like  this  before.  It  argued  a  strong 
inisgiving,  in  the  mind  of  the  Serjeant, 
that  tlie  Jury  was  not  on  his  side  and  that 
ihe  Judge  was.  But,  it  is  i\\e  argument ; 
it  is  the  reasonings  which  I  wish  to  point 
ou^  to  the  reprobation  of  the  reader.  We 
have  often  seen  attempts  to  chip  away  the 
functions  of  jury- men,  and  1  wish  I  could 
•ay^  that  they  had  been  made  in  vain  ; 
but,  here  is  an  atteqapt  to  nullify  their 
functions  altogether ;  apd  to  hold  them 
^orth  to  the  country,  as  being  no  longer  of 

»ny   use. This  was  precisely  one  of 

the  cases  contemplated  in  the  words  of 
my  motto*  Points  qf  law  were  here  inter- 
mixed with  matters  (/  fact ;  but,  Seijeant 
Shepherd  woul/l  have  the  Jury  not  think  of 
meddling  w-ith  i\y^  law,  though,  if  they 
•o  acted,  they  might  as  well  have  left  the 
^hok  to  th*:  Judge.  .  There  was  no  ques- 
Von  al><>ut  the//rt  of  Mr,  Cliflb^d's  having 
hC\u  in  t'.ic  Theatre  or  his  haying  worn 


the  O  P.  There  was  no  qncrtion  at  alj 
about  this ;  and,  therefore,  if  tte  Jury 
were  not  to  exerctae  their  judgment  upon 
the  qneation  of  iaso,  if  they  were  not  to 
judge,  wiiether  wbat  took  place  at  tiic 
theatre  was  d  riot ;  and,  •npposi*^  h  to 
have  been  a  riot,  if  they  were  not  to  JQdg«» 
whether  the  conduct  of  Mr,  Cliflbrd 
amoumed  to  a  partitipatim  ia  tli»t  riot ; 
and,  again,  if  they  were  not  to  judge, 
whether  (supposing  there  to  have  been  a 
riot)  the  riot  was  at  an  end  when  Mr. 
Clifford  was  arrested  ;  if  thejr  were  to 
judge  of  none  of  these  things ;  if  all  tKesi 
points  were  to  be  left  "to  the  Chief 
Justice,  what  was  the  use  of  the  Jury  \ 
What  possible 'use  could  it  be  to  impan- 
nel  twelve  men  upon  such  a  matter,  wheo 
Mr.  Clifiprd  himself  stated  his  having 
been  at  the  Tli^atre  and  acknowledge!! 
his  having  worn  the  O  P,  and  when  the 
defendant  aclsnowledged  his  having  or- 
dered Mr.  Cliffibrd  to  be  seized  ?  The 
truth  is  that,  in  this  case,  as  in  most  other 
ca^es  of  a  similyr  nature,  there  y^U 
nothing  in  dispute,  and,  of  coarse,  nothing 
to  decide  upon,  but  the  points  of  law ; 
so. that,  if  Serjeant  Shepherd's  doctrine 
had  been  sound,  it  must  have  been  mert 
mockery  to  submit  the  case  to  a  Jury. 
What  were  the  questions  ? 

1.  Whether  Mr.    Clifford  was  at  the 

Theatre. 

2.  Whether  he  wore  the  O  P. 

3.  Whethtr  there  was    a   riot   at  ^ 

Theatre. 

4.  Whether     Mr..    Clifford's    conduct 

amounted  to  a  participation  in  it^ 

if  it  was  a  riot. 
5p  Whether  the  riot,  if  it  was  one,  wis 

still-going  on  when  he  was  seised 

without  a  warrant. 
The  first  two,  which  the  Seijeant  would 
call  questioOs  of  fact,  were  of  no  inn 
portance ;  and  those  the  Jury  .BHght 
decide  upon.  But,,  as  to  the  other  thm, 
they  Were  to  be  decided  upon  by  tbt 
Judge.  As  to  tl\e8e  questions,  upon  whi^ 
alode  any  doubt  could  po^ibly  have  es« 
isted,  the  ,Jury  were>  aooording  to  Sef^ 
^ant  Shepherd's  doctrine,  to  be  no-aiait. 
than  the  mere  mouth^piece  of  the  Judge, 
and  the  functions  th^y  were  to  perfofB 
might  have  been  performed  full  assail  kf 
the  Crier  of  the  Court. — r-Talkof  J«i^  and 
of  faci»  indeed !  Why,  wbw  are  thest 
thtee  latter  questions,  above  9tatfd.,  \M 
questions  of  foct  ?  Or,  at  least,  the  ques- 
tion of  fa^  is  so  intenvpven  .with  the  quen 
tion  of  law,  that  there  is  no  such  thing  '4i 
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Mparatiag   them. ^Thi8    reasoning  of 

Serjeant  Shepherd  applies  to  all  cases  ; 
to  all  possible  cases.  To  cases  of  treason^ 
for  instance.  Suppose  a  man  to  be  ar- 
raigned foe  treason,  upon  tl^  ground  of 
ills  having,  written  a  certain  paper  and 
sent  it  secretly  to  other*  persons,  which 

-acts  are  asserted  by  his  accusers  to  come 
under  the  legal  definition  of  compassing 
th«  death  of  the  king.  If,  in  such  a  case, 
the  accusers  are  prepared  with  proof  of 
the  accused  person  baring  written  and  sent 
the  paper,  they  know,  beforehand,  if  the 
Seryeantfs  doctrine  be  sound,  that  titejury 
%mU  hasoe  nothing  at  all  to  do  untk  ike  dc- 
dfion  ;  and  thus  the  man  is  not  found 
guilty  by  ibis  poers,  but  by  the  Judge 
aU>ne.^*-^-*-There  is  nobody  who  denies, 
that  Jodges  have  more  knowledge  of  the 

.  law,  than  juriea  can  be  expected  to  have ; 
but,  it  does  not  hence  follow,  that  the 
lile,  fortune,  or  fame,  of  any  .man  ought  to 
be  left  to  the  judge,  in  any  case  whatever; 
and,  it  is  plain,  that,  if  in  this  case,  the 
jury  was  to  foUow  implicitly,  and  to  de- 
cide upon,  the  opinion  of  the  judge  be- 
cause ho  was  a  man  who  had  made  the 
law  his  peculiar  stody,^ there  b  no  case  in 
wbidi  they  ought  not  to  decide  upon  the 
fame  principle  ;  and  that,  of  course,  there 
is  no  case  wherein  a  jury  can  be  of  any 
use  whatever,  except  as  mere  instruments 
in  the  hands  of  the  jud^,  and  that  the 
cM  idea  of  a  man's  bemg  tried  by  his 
peers  is  perfect  nonsense.— -This  doctrine 
of  Serjeant  Shepherd  did  formerly  prevail, 

•  and  was,  by  wicked  political  judges, 
acted  upon  in  cases  qf  libel;  but  in  1792, 
tbis  dMitrioe,  which  had  Jong  disgraced 
our  courts  of  justice,  was  CKtiaguished  by 
an  act  of  parliament,  broufffat  fiurward  by 
Mr.  Fox,  and  passad.for  the  express. pur<r 
poee;  and  which  act  of  parliament  de« 
Clares,  that,  in  cases  of  libel,  as  in  other 
cases,  the  jury  shall  judge,  of  and  decide 
upon  iht  ktu>  4U  vkU  as  the  fad.  Before 
this  act  was  passed  Lord  Mansfield  and 
aoflie  other  judges  had  acted  upon  the 
contrary  maxim  ;  but,  it  alight  to  be  ob- 
•erved,  that  this  maxim  had  beau  repeat- 
edly condemned  by  the  great  Lord  Cam- 
DBN,  who  was  certamly  one  of  fiie  mest 
bonest  lawyers  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
wise  itien,  that  this  country  ever  knew. 
— *43erjeaiit  Shepherd  allowed,  that  it 
was  possible  for  the  Judge  to  misdirect  the 
jarf  ;*  for  him  to  lay  that  down  as  law, 
which  was  not  law.  But,  said  be,  "  in 
^  such  case,  thank  Gad,  there  is  another 
^  tamt,  to  which  the  party,  against  whom 


*'  such  misdirection  may  operate,  may  ap- 
"  peal,  and  to  which  court,  in  such  case, 
"  his  counsel  will  advise  him  to  appeal.'^ 
The  Serjeant  does  not  appear  to  have 
named  this  other  court ;  but,  he  could 
mean  no  other  than  the  House  qf  Lords, 
the  probable  expence  of  appealing  to  which 
court  the  Serjeant  forgot  to  mention  ;  or, 
perhaps,  he  thought  that  that  formed  no 
objection  to  such  a  mode  of  proceeding. 
No,  Mr.  Serjeant,  we  hav6  been  taught  to 
look  for  proLectiot^  to  a  jury  of  our  equals  ; 
and,  wfaAtever  may  he  your  taste,  there 
are  very  few  of  us  who  are  in  love  with 
'*  the  Utw^s  delay, *^  one  of  the  things,  which 
the  great  studier  and  master  of  human  na- 
ture has  reckoned  amongst  the  causes  of 
self-murder.  Observe,  too,  that,  beside 
the  delay  of  the  law,  how  it  must,  in  such 
case,  operate  in  favour  of  the  rich  and 
against  the  poor.  If  the  judge  misdirect 
the  jury  against  a  rich  n^n,  he  can  ap« 
peal ;  but,  how  is  it  possible,  be  the  casa 
ever  so  gross,  for  a  poor  man  to  appeal  to 
the  House  of- Lords  ?  What  man  even  in 
middling  circumstances,  ever  did  make 
such  an  appeal  ?  Does  the  Serjeant  re- 
collect one?  If  he  does  let  him  namo 
him.*-*— Having  remarked  upon  this  doc- 
trine, manifestly  having  in  view  the  object 
of  preventing  the  jury,  in  this  case,  from 
deciding  upon  their  own  opinion,  let  ua 
see  what  was  the  result. The  Chief- 
Justice,  according  to  the  printed  reports 
of  the  Trial,  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  th^t 
what  was  going  on  at  the  Theatre,  on  the 
evening  when  Mr.  Clifford  was  seized, 
was  a  riot ;  it  appeared,  too^  that  he 
thought  that  acts  of  Mr.  Clifford  made 
him  aparticipaiot:  in  the  riot ;  and  it  also  ap- 
peared, that  he  did  not  con^der  the  riot  at 

an  end,  when  Mr.  Clifford  was  seized. 

The  jury,  however,  notwithstanding  the 
abore  doctrine  of  Serjeant  Sliephcrd,  gave 
a  yerdki  for  the  plaintiff,  Mr.  CliiK>rd» 
with  damages  of  fivb  f^ouNDs. 

'  JuaoRs'  NaM^s. 

STEPHEN  PITT,  Cburcb -street,  Kensington.  Esq. 
EDWARD  JENNINGS.  Young  street,  diUo,  Esq. 
WILLIAM  DAY,  Brook  Grecii,  Esq. 
GEORGE  SCOTT.  Upper  MsU,  Hammenmitb,  Em[. 
THOMAS  ROOgl^  York  Buildings.  Esq. 

The  above  were  the  only  five  of  the  Special  Jury, 
THOMAS  GREENWAY,- 
RICHAKD  NORTIN, 
GEORGE  READER, 

JOHN  SEYMOUR,  \falet    Men  fhan  tha 

THOMAS  RYAN,  (      Common  Panutl. 

WILLIAM  BEST,      ^ 
MApK  COOK, 
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Ecfure  the  jury  retired,  the  jiuige  had 
desired  thtm,  if  they  shou^d  find  h)r  Mr. 
Clilfbid,  to  slate  upon  ^hich<»r  the  tWo 
grounds  they  gave  their  verdict :  whether 
upon  the  ground  of  iMr.  Clifford's  not'  hav- 
ing bcenguilfy  cfa  riot;  or,  upon  tb*  ground 
ot  his  having  been  apprehended  ajhr  the 
riot  was  over.  When,  tberefore,  the  jur/ 
rctarned,  and  gave  their  verdict,  the  judge 
is  reported  to  havr^ked  them  for  an  ex- 
planation ot'the  ground,  upon  which  they 
ga?e  it.  But,  I  shatl  now  insert  this  part 
ofthe  report,  as  i  tind  it  in  the  news-papers, 
it  befng  ofthe  utiDost  consequence,  tliat  no 
misrepresentation  of  what  passed  sboutd 
take  place.  ' 

"Sir J.  Mansfield  then  requested  the 
"  Foreman  to  acquaint  him  with  the  ground 
*' on  which  their  verdict  had*b6en  given 
"  with  reference  to  what  he  had  referred 
"  in  his  charge,  whether  they  found  for 
*'  the  Plaintiff  upon  the  iUegulitv  qf  tlie 
"  AiTfst,  or  upon  the  ground  that  Mr. 
"  Clifford  had  not  bun  ^iftyqfa  tiot. 

"  The  FoREMAff  replied,  that  vn  tlie  il- 
"  legality  of  the  arrest,  thev'were  unani- 
•' mous.  With  respect  to  the  question  of 
*'  Mr.  Clifibrd  having  beeti  concerned  in 
'*'a  riot,  there  was  a  diflerencc  of  opi- 
**  nion.  That  •question  had  not,  however, 
"  been  decisively  discuMed,  as  the  Jury 
''  was  unanimous  m  their  tcrdtct  on  the 
'*  first  principle. 

"  Sir  jAif€s  Mansfield— I  am  sorry 
"  that  that' question  was  not  decided,  for 
'*  it  leaves  the  thing  which  I  wished  to  be 
**^  decided  as  equivocal  as  ever.  1  am  m- 
"  deed  very  sorry  that  the  Jury  did  not 
''  agree  on  the  distinct  ffrouiids  of  the 
"verdict^  for  this  shocking  mistake  of 
"  the  public  will  still  go  forth,  and  public 
"  outrage  may  be  continued  by  a  Jwrioui 
"  mob — it  deserves  no  better  name— 4bey 
<*  may  think  themselves  authorized  to  take 
"justice  into  their  own- hands,  and  gratify 
"  their  revenge  by  violence  and  outrage- 
"  ous  conduct,  even,  perhaps,  to  the  rum 
"  qftfieir  country.  What  may  be  the  con- 
*'  sequence  of  such  a  spirit,  it  is  impQssi* 
".  ble  to  foresee,  but  certain  I  am,  that  it 
"  leads  to  cvrry  kind  qf  Itarror^^posaWily  to 
*'  the  suhvasioh  qf  Gotemmtnt,  certainly  to 
"  great  evils,  perhaps  the  loorst  that  can  be 
"endured  by  a  nation. 

"  JuRVMAN — We  found  the  verdict  on 
'*  the  ground  that  the  Plaintifi*  was  ille- 
*'  gaily  apprehended. 

•«  SiK  jAMEi  Mansfield — That's  eqtd' 
**  vocal,  and  decides  nothing — for  he 
*^  mi|j;ht  be  a  rioter,  and  yti  ill<  gaily  ap- 


"  prehended   by  being  taken  after  the 
"  thing  was  over. 

♦'  Juryman. — It  was  generally  thooght 
"  rafher  hank  to  construe  wearing  0  P 
^  into  an  act  of  riot,  and  by  some,  that 
"  it  would  be  inconmtcnt  with  the  rights  ^ 
"  EHgliskmen" 

With  respect  to  Sir  James's  apprehen- 
sions of  great  national  danger  from  what  is 
<7oing  on' at  the  Theatre,  I  must  say,  that 
I  do  not  participate  in  them.     1  have  seen 
nothing,  in  any  of  the  accounts  that  have 
reached  me,  that  would  induce  me  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  Opposition  at  the  Theatre  has 
been  al  all  marked  with  a  .mobbish  cha- 
racter.    We  aee,  that  scores  of  the  oppo- 
sitionists are  seized,  even  in  the  midst  of 
their  companions,  and  dragged  off  to  the 
office  of  the  Potice-Josticea,  where  neither 
those  justices,  nor  any  of   their  pfficen, 
meerwith  any  insult  er  htnderance  in  the 
execution  of  their  office.     They  detnand 
bail,  cbey  send  to  prison,  and  no  sort  of 
resisHsnce  is  ynade.     It  is  remarkable,  too, 
that  of  the  wounds  said  to  have  been  re- 
ceived in  the,  several  scuffles,  alo»)st  tht 
whole  have  been  received  by  the  opposi- 
tionists.   Scarcely  a  man  on  the  other  s'ids 
has  received  a  personal  ii^ry*     Besidcf, 
it  has  been  proved,  under  the  hands  ef 
very  re^ctable  men,  that  commom  hrwtn 
f)»dhtLAjree  admimam,  not  only  fbr  the«- 
lelves,  but  also  to  give  to  others  ;  and,  I 
ceofiot  help  thinkings  that  it  will  beSari^ 
made  to  appear,  that,,  in  measures  oi farce, 
the  manag^  set  the  example.     I  cannot, 
therefore,  see  much  ground  ior  Sir  James 
Blansfield's  political  fears ;  I  cannot  ses 
in  the  conduct  •f  the  O  P's  any  ihing-that 
appears  to  me  to  threaten  the  suhvau^t^^ 
thegooenmuHt,  or  even  the  mm  (if  ike  cam- 
try.    We  have  before  heard  of  jthe  ruin  of 
the  country ;  itJsayery  common  phiasc; 
it  has  been  apprehended  firoip  nu-ioos  aad 
innumerable  causes  ;  but,  really*  I  aboMld 
not  hare  apprehended    it  froua  iifasing, 
hooting,    and    groaning  at  Jthe   Theatre, 
however  often. repeated;  I  should  ao^Jiave 
supposed,  that,  even  tbe  pelting  ^  all  the 
players  off  the  stage  with  Orange-peel  and 
rotten  apples,  was  any  indication  jof  |N»- 
tional  rum.^— -**Indeed,    I    f^r    my.  part, 
should  be  miu:b  more  apprehensiTe  of  na- 
tional ruin  from  doctr'uie  like  thai  of&r- 
jejint  Shepherd ;  ibr,  if  that  4octrine»  aich 
as  it  is  described  in  the  report,  were  once 
to  be  generally  acted  upon,  there-  vvooid 
be  an  end  of  the  main  object  for.  which  we 
are  now  disposed  to  fiaht  in.  aur  coi^nlry's 
defence:  naiQely,  M«  ^^/^  <Ar|^  if  thai 
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doctrine  bad  been  acted  upon,  in  the  case 
of  the  sa^en  Bisltaps,  in  the  reign  of  James 
II.  those  3ishops  would  have  been  found 
^il^,  and,  of  course,  punished.  If,  in 
siiort,  that  doctrine  had  been  acted  .upon, 
neither  of  the  villains,  Scroggs  and  Jef* 
FntYS,  would  ever  have  been  accused  of 
tyranny  iovntrds  juries,  for  they  never  would 
have  met  with  any  opposition,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  would  have  found  jurios  to  be  a 
most  ccnvenient  sort  qf  'scapegoat.  Juries, 
like  all  the  ^tber  institutions,  intended  as 
safeguards  of  freedom,  become,  if  per- 
verted from  their  purpose,  not  only  no 
safeguards  at  all,  but  the  instruments  of 
greater  tyranny  than  would  have  been  practised, 
if  they  had  not  existed,  A  judge,  with  the 
eyes  of  the  public  fixed  upon  his  decisions, 
would  be  more  likely  to  be  cautious  bow 
he  lent  himself  to  the  abuse  of  law,  than  if 
those  decisions,  though  really  his,  passed 
for  the  decisions  of  juries.  We  cannot, 
therefore,  too  often,  «r  too  strongly,  repeat 
our  abhorrence  of  this  doctrine*  which,  if 
acted  upon,  would  make  juries  nothing 
more- than  the  means  of  screening  the  mis- 
conduct of  judges  from  public  hatred  and 

indignation. In  some  of  the  reports  of 

this  Trial,  Mr.  Serjeant  Lens  isrepresent* 
ed  as  urging  the  Judge  to  call  upon  thei 
jar^  for  a  statement  of  the  reasons,  upon 
which,  they  founded  their merdi^t^  'OiM 
do^  iidt  appear  to  have  been  done  by  the 
judg^,  who  merely  asked  them  to  say, 
QpoD'  which  of  ftt^o  distinct  grounds  they 
tounded  their  verdict ;  which,  though  new 
to  me,  was  very  different  indeed  from 
calling  opon  the  jury  for  their  reasons  ge- 
nerally, which,  in  my  opinion,  would  be 
a  most  daring  violation  of  the  rights  of 
juries.  A  man  may  be  very  capaole  in- 
deed of  forming  a  correct  conclusion,  and, 
fnm  various  causes,  very  incapable  of 
clearly  stating  bis /easons,  especially  be- 
fore a  numerous  assembly,  who,  from 
tiuj  very  nature  of  the  circumstances, 
must  be  watching  every  tvord  that  he 
letters.  Besides,  is  it  not  manifest,  that, 
in  one  and  the  same  case,  different  men 
inajr  come  to  the  same  conclusion  upon 
different  grounds?  Nay,  must  it  not  neces- 
sarily happen,  in  many  cases,  that  the 
jury  are  not,  at  first,  unanimous,  and  that 
their  verdict  is  the  result  of  some  giving 
wp' their  opinions  to  others?  Into  what 
endless  labyrinths,  then,  would  every  oase 
lead  the  persons  impannelled  as  well  as 
the  court,  were  it  to  become  customary  to 

^k  jorws  the  reasons  for  their  verdict? 

Serjeant   Shepherd    talked   of   the   mis- 


chiefs that  must  arise  from  jurors  not 
taking  tlie  /at^  of  every  case  implicitly  from 
the  judge ;  and,  amongst  those  mischiefs 
he  stated  that  of  the  law's  changing  conti^ 
nually,  with  every  change  of  jurors.  This 
is  the  old  argument  of  Scroc.gs  and  J£F- 
FREY3,  but  it  is  not  the  more  amiable  or 

convincing  for  all  that. If  laws  were 

all  written ;  if  all  possible  cases  were  pro* 
vided  for  in  a  manner  so  clearly  as  to 
leave  nothing  to  be  supplied  by  reasoning 
or  construction  ;  and  if  we  had  a  security 
from  Heaven  for  all  judges  being  honest 
and  impartial;  then  (though,  by  the  bye, 
it  would  be  quite  fatal  to  the  Serjeant's  ' 
profession)  I  should  say,  leave  the  law  to  ^ 
the  judge,  for  he  has  spent  his  life  in  read- 
ing the  law,  and  the  jury  have  not.  But, 
the  fact  is,  thatthero  is  not  one  case  out  of 
one  thousand  which  the  law  has  so  clearly 
provided  for  as  to  leave  nothing  to  be  sup- 
plied by  construction  ;  and,  there  is,  in  al- 
most every  case,  especially  of  the  sort  of 
that  now  before  us,  so  much  depending 
upon  the  views  and  intentions  of  the  par- 
ties, and  the  character  of  the  act  depends 
so  much  upon  those  circumstances,  the 
true  weight  of  which  can  be  felt  only  by 
men  who  are  taken  from  amongst  the  peo- 
ple, that  I  have  no  scruple  to  give  \l  as 
my  decided  opinion*  that  a  jury  of  twelve 
honest  and  impartial  men,  are,  leaving  all 
other  considerations  out  of  the  question, 
more  likely  to  come  to  a  just  decision  than 
any  singlejudge  that  ever  sat  even  upon 
the  English  bench.  The  Serjeant,  how- 
ever, should  have  remembered,  that  the 
institution  of  juries  grew  out  of  a  scrupu- 
lous regard  for  the  sqfefy  qfthc  persons  and 
the  property  qf  the  people  against  the  arm  qf 
eficroachit^ poioer ;  and  that  the  great  maxim 
of  our  benign  law  is,  that  it  is  better  for  a 
huiulred  times  a  hundred  ffuilty  persons  to 
escape  punifshment,  than  that  one  innocent 
person  should  suffer.  The  laws  have  alfr 
been  grounded  upon  the  known  existence 
of  the  power  of  juries  to  interpret  those 
laws;  and,  therefore,  if  this  power  of  ju- 
ries be  taken  away,  or,  which  is  the  same 
thing,  suffered  to  remain  only  in  name, 
you,  do,  in  fact,  change  the  nature  of  those 
laws. — I  do  not  wish  to  inculcate  an  idea, 
that  our  judges  arc  fickle  in  their  inter- 
pietaiion  of  the  law  ;  but,  surely,  Mr. 
Serjeant  Shepherd  will  not  pretend  to  say, 
that  different  interpretations  have  notl)eeu 
given  by  different  judges,  of  the  same  law; 
nay  of  the  same  clause  of  (be  same  written 
statute ;  and  that,  of  course,  different  de- 
cisions have  taken  place  upon  evidenou  of 
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the  same  faces,  or  facts  of  exactly  the  same 
description,  produced  in  different  cases  ? 
When  the  Serjeant  was  a  young  man,  he 
must  have  seen  the  delichtfuT  puzzling 
that  this  created  amongst  the  wiseacres  at 
a.  Quarter  Sessions.  Our  judges  are,  and 
have  been,  for  many  years  past,  as  good, 
perhaps,  in  every  respect,  as  judges  ever, 
were;  but,  still  they  are  no  more  than 
men,  and  no  men  are  perfect.  It  is  nei- 
ther the  wisdom  or  the  integrity  of  the 
judges  that  I  should  distrust ;  but,  the 
power  which  Serjeant  Shepherd  contends 
for  is,  as  Sir  Ahtiiur  Piccot  said  in  the 
debate  upon  the  Irish  Insurrection  Bill, 
•*  a  power  that  I  would  give  to  no  man.'' 
In  short,  the  Serjeant's  doctrine  would,  if 
acted  upon,  render  juries  totally  useless ; 
and  we  might  as  well  consent,  at  once,  to 
tht  revival  of  that  infamous  instrument  of 
tyranny  the  Court  qf  Star- Chamber,  which 
was  established  for  the  purpose  of  inflict- 
ing pun>ohment8  upon  persons,  whom 
juries  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  16  And 
guilty. 

Edinburgh  Heviewiers.-: It  will  be 

remembered,  that  these  gentlemen  have, 
in  their  justly  celebrated  work,  lately  en- 
deavoured to  maintain,  that  the  House  qf 
Cojnvions  stood  in  no  need  tf  a  Rrfortn.  M  ach 
ingenuity  was  employed  in  thin  endeavour, 
and.  It  may  easily  be  supposed,  that  som^ 
ellcct  was  produced  by  it.  Events  have, 
however,  ^mce  the  writing  of  that  article, 
occurred,  sufficient,  it  appears,  to  shake 

the  opinions  of  its  authors. ^Amoncst 

the  reasons  why  a  fteform  should  take 
place,  we  always  mentioned,  the  want,  as 
things  now  standi  of  any  real  responsibility 
in  the  ministers,  be  their  conduct  what  it 
might.  Now,  in  their  l^Jtimber  for  Octo- 
ber 1 809,  the  Edinbui*gh  tleviewers,  after 
taking  a  view  of  the  Conduct  of  the  War, 
|ind  particularly  of  the  ruinous  and  dis- 
graceful Expeditions  to  Spain  and  Hol- 
land, declare,  that,  if  the  House  of  Com- 
mons do  not  make  the  ministers  reilly  re- 
sponsible for  these  failures,  they  (the  Re- 
viewers) vvill  join  tjs  in  calling  for  a  Par- 
liamentary Reform,  as  the  only  means  of 

saving  the  nation  from  utter  rum. It  is 

bc^t  to  insert  their  oxvn  tvords,  to  avoid  the 
possibility  of  a  charge  of  misrepresenta- 
tion   "  It   now   remains   to  be  seen, 

"  whether  that  Parliament  which  stands  in 
•*  no  need  of  rrfomuuion — ichich  is  a  fair  re- 
"  preseutatfce  qf  th^  people  qfEnglcmd^tvhich 
"  speaks  the  sentiments  qf  Luc  country — ^will 
"  once  more  acquit  the  Ministers  of  all 
•*  blainc  for     their   recent 


*'  Holding  in  Common  with  the  Parliament 
"  itself,  the  doctrine  of  its  purity  and  of 
"  its  sufficiency  to  save  the  State,  wc  can- 
"  not  anticipate  such  a  decisioe.  But  ^ 
"  unhappily,  we  should  find  ourselves 
"  mistaken  ;  if  acrain,  every  measure  and 
"  every  minister  Be  covered  over  with  its 
*'  approbation,  then  toe  will  venture  to  predict, 
"  not  that  the  Government  is  aciftiUed,  bitt' 
'<  that  tltePftrliament  stands  ctmdemntd ;  and 
"  we  shall  most  unwillingly  be  compelkd  to 
*'  appear  m  the  foranost  rank  t^  those  wfc> 
"  must  acknoioledge  that  they  are  contfinced 
**  and  converted.  For  it  is  needless  to  dis- 
"  guise  the  matter.  A  refusal  to  puM 
"  the  authors  of  our  mfsfbriunes  can  only 
"  mean  one  of  two  things — either  that 
"  there  has  been  no  blame  Incurred — or 
"  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  declare  it,  bc- 
"  cause  such  a  resolution  would  drive  the 
"  guilty  persons  from  the  Govemment. 
"  In  the  one  cJise,  the  Parliament  will 
"  shew  that  it  is  not  the  Representative  of 
"  the  Connlry  ;  in  the  other  wie  shall  have 
"  a  conclusive  proof  that  ihfe  Ministers  of 
"  the  Crown  are  irremovable.  The  rt- 
'*  sponsibifHy  qf  tfur  rtders,  that  f^ireit  fct- 
"  ture  in  the  iheoVy  of  ibc  Constitatioe, 
'"  Will  be  no  longer  even  a  name,  Where- 
^'  withal  'to  routed  partramentiry  periods: 
"  and  the  people  will  tket^fuiwArd  recog- 
"  nize,  in  the  ereat  Council  of  iheNarreo, 
"  not  tfie  ^uardiqn  qf  their  interests,  and  ifee 
«'  champion  (f  their  rights,  but  a  weH  con* 
"  trhed  instrwnent  qftaxatUM. — ^Theconie- 
*' quences  of  such  a  decfeto^,  therefore, 
*•  will  be  productive  of  inc&lcut&ble  tiis- 
"  chief;  ft  will  complete  the  alienation  qfike 
"  Country  from  tlic  iSfotenment,  and  skttme 
*'  atvay   the  boldest   &fend^s  qf  the  preseiH 

''system,** Here  then,  we  have  a  db- 

tinct  pledge;  fhart  i^nless  the  parltamefi^ 
punish  the  present  rninistefslbr  theii^M* 
nagement  of  the  war  ;  We  h*ve  a  distilid 
promise,  that,  unless  the  parliament,  al  fts 
meeting,  does  this,  the  EdinburghTJeViclr- 
ers  will  join  tis,  nny,  will  place  ihierosehpes 
at  our  head,  and  be  our  leaders  In  all 
lawful  endeavours  to  obtain  a  Reform  *tX 
the  Parliament. — 1  cannot  help  thihbing« 
that  the  writers  of  'this  ^oilc'do  now  per- 
ceive, that  the  nation  is  not  to  be  ^vcd 
without  a  Reform  of  the  Parlitrthcnt,  vtA 
lliat  this  rs  only  a  decent  way  of  account- 
ing for  the  change  of  sentimenft,  which 
upon  this  subject,  they  now  mean  to  dis- 
cover.  A  correspondent,  in  a  letter  in-  " 

serred  below,  supposes,  that  lh«*  article  * 
against  Plurllamentary  "Reform  was  Written 
by  k  person,  ndw  no  longer  one  of  tbi 
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writers  in  the,  Review.  I  shouM  have 
guessed  it  to  be  the  production  of  Lord 
Selkirk  ;  and,  indeed,  I  believe  him  to  be 
the  author  of  it.  Per8mi«,  conducting 
sucb  publications,  are  but  too  apt  (without 
any  corrupt  itiotive)  to  siTfffer  ^nk  and 
wealth  to  usurp  their  pages.  This  would 
be  of  no  consequence  at  all,  if  ihe  authors 
'were  to  \ini\\\^\\  names  to  what  they  write; 
but,  it  is  of  great,  and  may  be  t)f  mis- 
chievous consetjwncp,  when  their  writ- 
ings go  forth  to  the  world  ns  the  writings 
of'the  editors,  or  conductors,  of  a    rcle- 

bratcd   work. -At  any    rate,  we    have 

now  the  pledge  of  the  conductors,  and  to 
that  pledge,  we  shall,  I  trust,  find  them 
adhere. 

Conduct  op  the  Waii. »The  mis- 
management of  the  war  is  now  denied  by 
no  man.  The  very  hireling  news-papers 
confess  that  it  has  been  mismanaged  ;  of, 
at  least,  they  have  not  the  eflronteryto 

deny  the  fact. Let  us  now  see,  then, 

what  the  parliament  wili  do.  The  public 
yuust  remember,  that,  after  all  thoughts  of 
an  attempt  upon  Antwerp  had  been  given 
up,  the  hirelings  of  the  press  told  us,  that 
tic  island  vf  Wokherm  toas  tnvaluabfe;  that 
it  was  a  most  important  post  ibr  ns  to  hold ; 
and  that  it  was  well  worth  all  the  expence 
and  all  the  loss  of  lives,  which  the  capture 
of  it  had  occasioned.  Nay,  it  will  be 
remembered,  that,  these  assertions  were 
Dot  cotitined  to  the  hireling  prints ;  for 
that  Lord  Chatham  himself,  when  he  com- 
municated to  the  ministers  (in  a  dispatch 
that  was  published)  his  intention  not  to 
proceed  up  the  Scheldt,  did  not  failto  tell 
them  wjiat  a  ''  vahmffk  possession**  the 
country  would  find  in  the  Island  of  \V?ilche- 

ren. Long  before  that  time,  and  at  that 

time,  i  endeavoured  to  convince  my  read- 
ers of  the  impossibility  of  our 'holding 
Walcbcren  for  only  one  winter.  For  these 
endeavours  I  was  most  outrageously  abused 
by  tlje  hirelings.  1  was  represented  dlmost 
as  a  traitor,  because  I  advised  the  ministers 
to  evacuate  the  island  with  a)l  possible 
^p^d ;  and,  because  I  i-epeated  ipy  re- 
monstrdnces  against  keeping,  or  attempt- 
ing to  keep,  the  island,  or  any  part  of  it, 
the  Nabob's  GazeUe  lamented  that  I  was 


not  ••  siioKxdJ 


-Well ! 


we  now  see. 


that.  If  my  advice  had  been  followed,  how 
much  loss,  how  much  disgrace,  this  nation 

would  have  avoided  ! 1  aui»  for  my 

part,  nuite  at  a  loss  to  discover,  upon  what 
jgrouous  the  ministers  will,  or  can,  attempt 
to  defend  their  warlike  measures.  Any 
»an,  or  set  of  men;  may  err,  Tbjs  in  very 


true ;  but,  it  is  nothing  at  all  in  the  way 
of  justification  of  those,  who  have  taken 
upon  them  to  manage  the  afidii's  of  a  na- 
tion I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover  what  sort 
of  apology  even,  can  be  ofiered,  hot  for  iht 
faihire  but  -for  the  undertaking,  of  either  of 
the  expeditions.  I  regard  that  in  Spain  to 
be  the  worst,  after  all;  especially  as  it 
was  undertaken  with  the  s:>d  expcrfence 
of  Sir  John  Moore  before  the  eyes  of  the 
minislr}^  as  well'as  the  commander.  I  d^ 
not  agree  with  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers 
in  all  they  say  of  Sir  John  Moore,  or  of 
his  conduct  in  Spain.  I  believe  him  to 
have  been  much  to  blame,  but  the  minis* 
try  and  theVr  agents  to  have  been  more  to 
blame.  His  retreat  was  too  precipitate. 
It  was  a  flight,  and  a  flight  it  need  not 
have  been,  if  the  necessary  precautions  bad 
been  taken  at  several  of  the  passes  in  the ' 
mountains,  and  at  two  or  three  of  th^ 
bridges.  This,  however,  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  present  question.  And,  again, 
I  say,  that  I  am  totally  at  a  loss  to  dis- 
cover, what  sort  of  apolosy  can  possibly 
be  found  for  the  undertaking  of  either  of 

those  ruinous  expeditions. 1  have,  hoi«(- 

ever,  no  notion,  that  the  matter  will  b% 
taken  up  in  the  manner  that  it  ought  to 
be,  when  the  parliament  meets.  And^ 
yet,  all  other  motives  aside,  it  is  strange 
that  a  motive  of  s^-preservatian  sboiA^ 
not  impel  men  of  property  all  to  join 
in  their  endeavours  to  prevent  a  repeti- 
tion of  such  waste  of  the  national  means  * 
to  prevent  a  repetition  ot  measures, 
so  manifestly  tending  to  the  d^hvnfall 
of  the  state.  But,  it  has  in  all  nation* 
l)een  thus.  There  appears,  under  sucll 
circumstances  of  public  danger,  the  same 
sort  of  infatuation  always  to  have  pre- 
vailed ;  and,  the  truth  is,  ^perhaps,  that 
such  infatuation  is  a  necessary  consequence 
proceeding  from  the  same  cause  as  th% 
danger  itself.  It  would  seem  thai  the 
blows,  which  cripple  a  nation,  do,  at  th^ 
same  time,  deprive  it  of  its  senses.— 
I  cannot  bring  myself  to  entertain  the  ter- 
rible ^dea  of  England's  becoming  a  de- 
pendence of  Fiance,  an  idea  not  less  fear- 
ful than  that  of  dt^ath  itself;  but,  still,  if 
things  ffo  on  in  thetr  present  course,  I 
cannot  see,  haw  we  are  to  escape  this 
dreadful  end.  If  our  affairs  are  to  be  ex* 
posed  to  the  natural' and  inevitable  con- 
sequences of  continual  bickerings  and  in? 
trigues,  if  self-interest,  if  grovelling  passion, 
are  to  bear  sway,  reason  says  we  miust  fiUI^ 
and  fall  we  shaft. 
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City  of  London. 1  am  happy  to  aee, 

that  the  CiiiuM  qf  London  are>  at  last, 
fdioe.  The  proposition  tor  calling  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Common  Council  for  the  pat* 
pose  of -rescinding  the^motion,  carried  at 
the  last  meeting,  seems  to  have  roused  the 
separate  Wards,  most  of  whom  have  in- 
structed their  representatives  to  support 

that  motion. ^This  does  not  appear  to 

have  been  expected  by  the  courtien;  that  is 
to  say,  by  the  Contractors,  Jobbers,  Loan- 
j«ws,  and  ail  the  train  of  "  blood-suckers," 
as  the  Great  Lord  Chatham  used  most  sig- 
nificantly to  call  ihera.  It  will,  I  hope, 
lead  to  good.  The  day  for  electing  Com- 
mon-Council Men  is  approaching  ;  and,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  people  ot  ix>ndon, 
who  really  do,  in  this  respect,  enjoy  the 
Constitution  unimpaired,  will  show  the 
whole  nation,  that  it  is  of  some  use  to  enjoy 
the  ConstitutJoa.— -— The  old  cant  of  kav- 
ing  ihe  matter  to  pmiiamaU  was  again 
brought  forward  at  the  last  meeting  ofthe 
Common-Council.  To  df^aid  what  the 
tninisters  do  is  the  first  thing,  with  the 
harpies ;  to  apoLogizc  (or  it  i«  the  next ;  to 
msisi  that  mquuy  wUi  dono  good,  the  thing 
being  past  remedy,  \i\  the  next;  to  ci«y 
jacckin^  andipake  no  other  answer,  except 
by  a  vote,  is  the  next ;  but,  when  none  of 
these  will  do,  then  comes  the  pretence  of 
kaoing  themaiter  to  tlie  parliament,  that  is  to 
sayi>i  an  assembly,  in  which  it  is  notoii- 
ous,  in  which  it  is.  Imowu  to  every  link- 
.boy,  ^at  the  ministry,  whose  conduct  is 
the  object  of  inqniry,  June  a  decided  majo- 
rity I^.^^^W9M  there  ever  anv  thing  in  the 
'World  so  impudent  as  this  ?  Vet,  by  tricks 
J  ike  this,  have  the  citizens  of  London, 
formerly  so  renowned  for  their  opposition 
to  every  species  of  misrule,  been,  for 
above  twenty  years,  led  along  from  one 
act  of  absurdity  and  meanness  to  another, 
till,  at. last,  the  minister  of  the  day  seemed 
4o  doubt,  whether  a  vote  of  approbation 
from  them  would  not  be  injurious  to  his 
i^kose !  Let.uB  hop^  that  better  times  are 
Jipproaching. 

Cov£NT  Gaud^n  Th&atbis;— —  In  my 
last  sheet,  at  page  t>02,  I  recommended 
to  the  managers  of  this  great  scene  of 
public  WBOxi^ement  imasurti  qf  conciliatum, 
A  correspondent,  who  says  that  he  agrees 
.with  me  in  opinion  as  to  a//  the  points 
upon  which  1  touched,  in  the  article  re- 
ferred to,  begs  of  me,  in  a  very  earnest 
roanner>  to  state  the  terms,  upon  which  / 
think,  peace  between  the  managers  and  the 
public  ou|^t  to  tafei  place. — — It  reason*' 
•¥5T«»%^  it  will,  appear 


presumptuous  in  me,  who  live  at  such  a 
distiyice  from  the  spot,  who  have  never 
seen  the  Theatre,  who  am  not  likely  ever 
to  frequent  it,  and  who,  of  necessity,  must 
be  greatly  deficient  as  to  many  points  of 
informatioa  upon  the  subject ;  x  am  afhad, 
that,  under  these  circumstances,  it  may  ha 
thought  presumptuous  in  me  to  put  mysdf 
forward  as  a  mediator  upon  this  occasion. 
Yet,  I  must  confess,  that  I  am  very  anxi- 
ous to  see  an  accommodation  take  place, 
and  chiefly,  because  I  am  per8uaded,'tbat, 
in  the  end,  it  must  take  place,  and  thati 
as  long  as  the  dispute  lasts,  it  will  only 
serve  to  withdraw  the  attention  of  ihe  peti- 
lic  from  matters  of  greater  importance; 
and,  if  I  am  deficient  m  point  of  informa- 
tion ;  if,  in  some  respects,  I  want  the  ad- 
vantages that  my  brother  journalists  in 
London  possess ;  on  the  other  hand,  mf 
distance  from  the  scene  has  preventt*d  me 
from  being  personally  a. party  in  the  con- 
test, from  receiving  hasty  impressions, 
and  from  haviiig  my  opinions  tinged  with 
resentment;  while  it  so  happens,  that  I 
am  totally  unacquainted  with  either  of  the 
managers,  and,  as  far  as  i  know,  wiih  any 
individual  having  the  smallest  share  m 
property  in  the  theatre  Whc^,  m  the 
year  1800,  I  was  proprietor  of  a  daily 
paper,  I  had  a  free-admission  card  sent 
me,  as  was,  and '  is,  the  custom  witli 
respect  to  persons  in  that  situation,  vrhich 
card  has  been  continued  ever  since,  as  is 
also  the  custom.  But,  for  the  last  five 
vears,  I  have  not  entered  a  theatre;  I 
have  not,  that  1  know  of,  ever  ami  either 
Mr.  Harris  or  his  Son  ;  nor  have  I,  off  the 
sta^,  ever  seen  Mk.  Kemblb  but  onceu 
which  was  in  the  year  1800;  and  wiUi 
neither  have  I  ever  had  any  communi- 
cation whatever,   in  any  way,  or  upon 

any  subject. It  is,    hoitever,    after 

all,  with  great  diffidence,  that  I  ofier 
my  opinion  as  to  what  ought  to  be 
the  terms  of  accommcidatitin  ;  nor  should 
I  attempt  it,  were  it  not  qufie  impossible 
to  make  things  worse  than  they  now  are> 

^ In  this  case,  as  in  all  others  where 

there  are  numerous  parties,  and  where  the 
quarrel  is  of  any  length  of  duration,  dm 
grounds  of  the  quarrel  change;  and  at 
this  moment,  the  O  P  means  no  Urtd 
brmsers,no  legal  persecution,  much  more  than 
it  means  Ola  l^ces.  The  advance  of  prtcif 
has  been  lost  sight  of  amidst  the  scuffles 
in  the  Fit,  the  examinations  at  Bew-street, 
and  the  commitmenuto  BridewelL  liiesa 
are  whiat  the  public  now  complain  of,  nor 
will  it  be  very  easy  to  ^ear  them  from 
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their  minds.  The  namber  of  those,  who 
lia?e  now  had  a  relation,  a  friend,  an  ac- 
octaintance,  or  a  neighbour,  dragged  by 
uiief- takers  before  Police-Justices,  and  by 
those  Justices  dealt  with,  is  now  not  small ; 
CTcry  ds(y  it  must  become  greater;  so 
that,  if  the  dispute  continue  much  longer, 
ineTitable  ruin  must  fell  upon  the  theatre. 
There  appeared  to  me  to  be  something 
Tery  unwise,  on  the  part  of  the  managers, 
at  the  first  starting  off.  To  show  the 
xoaier^en^mes  to  the  audience;  to  treat 
Ihem  with  siieh  inexpressible  contempt, 
and  especially  before  it  was  possible  for 
them  to  be  met  for  the  purpose  of  opposi- 
tion, was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  extremely 
unwise.  This  unequivocal  mark  of  con- 
tempt, together  wiih  the  construction  of 
the  house,  by  which  the  middling  class  of. 
people  were  shut  out  from  their  usual 
chance  of  comfortable  and  conspicuous 
places,  seems  to  have  been  the  great  cause 
of  an  opposition  to  the  thing,  blended 
with  resentment  against  Mr.  Kemble,  who 
aj^ared,  of  course,  to  be  the  author  of  the 
umnerited  indignity.  After  this  it  was  no 
wonder,  that  he  became  the  great  object 
of  attack ;  that  he  became  more  obnoxious 
than  all  other  persons  and  things  put  to- 
gether;  that  neither  his  person,  his  cha- 
racter, or  his  family,  was  spared.  I  was 
irery  sorry  to  see  this;  because  I  remem- 
ber, and  the  Eleciars  qf  Westrmmter  will,  I 
am  sore,  when  I  remind  them  of  it,  have 
the  justice  to  acknowledge,  that,  during 
our  long  and  arduous  and  anxious  strug- 
gle, in  ]  806,  the  whole  of  the  players,  all 
the  persons,  of  any  note,  belonging  to  both  ^ 
theatres,  were  at  work  against  ua,  the 
Kembki  excepted.  Indeed,  it  was,  in  great 
part,  owing  to  the  dirty  tricks  and  ril- 
Jainies  of  the  theatres,  that  Mu.  Pauli, 
whose  fete  I  shall  ever  lament,  lost  his 
election.  Bitf,  it  was  remarked  at  the 
time,  that,  in  no  instance  whatever,  did 
any  one  of  the  Keinbles  interfere.  It  has, 
therefore,  I  must  confess,  a  good  deal 
yexedme,to  see  this  family  become  the< 
object  of  popular  indignation,  while  praises 
haTO  been  bestowed  upon  others,  who,  at 
the  time  referred  to,  took  an  active  and 
most  wicked  part  against  popular  rgbts, 
and  who,  if  the  opportunity  ofiered,  w.  old, 
I  doubt  not,  do  the  same  again  to-morrow. 
——When  people  are  angry  with  one  an- 
other, when  their  minds  are  completel}' 
embittered,  they  view  one  another's  ac- 
tions and  character  through  a  false  medium, 
and  Tery  often  they  condemn  that  which, 
at  dlier   times,    they    would    applaud. 


Hence  the  charges  o^  pride  and  huui^htiness 
preferred  against  Mr.  Kt- nible.  Now,  the 
fault  of  those,  whose  calling  it  is  to  afford 
amusement  tp  the^JtSTnic,  generally  is,  that 
they  are  too  supple,  slavish,  and  base.  It 
must  be  remembered^  that  the  attack  u|>Qn 
th«  Prices  and  upon  the  Private  Boxes 
was  accompanied  by  An  attack  upon  Mr. 
Kemble.  The  names  and  epithets  be- 
stowed on  him  that  evening  cannot  have 
been  forgotten.  Well,  what  was  he  to  do  ? 
Was  he  to  have  no  feeling?  Would  an  au- 
dience of  Englishmen  have  liked  to  see 
him  come  and  crouch  down  betbre  them^ 
like  a  Russian  or  Prussian  peasant  before 
his  owner  ?  'Is  there  any  man  of  us,  who 
would  have  done  it?  Let  us  put  oiiriiclves 
in  Mr.  Kemble's  situation,  and  then  see 
what  our  judgment  wilt  be  upon  his  con- 
duct The  truth  is,  that,  in  shewing  that 
he  felt  resentment,  he  appears  to  me  to 
have  shewn  much  more  respect  for  the  au- 
diencci  than  he  Mould  have  shewn,  if  he 
had  discovered  no  feeling  at  all ;  for,  then, 
it  would  have  been  impossible  to  ascribe 
his  conduct  to  any  thing  but  contempt. 
Besides,  though  Mr.  Kemble  is  ?i player, 
still  he  is  not  to  be  supposed  to  be  upon  a 
level  with  every  man  who  acts  upon  the 
stage.  When  we  are  angry  with  him,  we 
may  ridicule  his  black-letter  taste  and  his 
pecfantry  of  pronunciation  ;  but,  surely, 
there  is  some  diOerence  between  Mr.  Kem- 
ble and  such  a  man  (I  forget  his  name)  as 
I  saw  once  or  twice  in  the  character  of 

Sir somebody,  in  a  sort  of  crying 

force,  called  Speed  the  Plough;  Yes:  I 
am  sure  an  English  audience,  if  they  will 
but  takce  time  to  cool,  have  too  much  dis- 
crimination and  too  much  justice  to  deny, 
that  tliere  it  some  difierence  between  Mr. 
Kemble,  thp  faithful  representative  of 
Hamlet,  Henry  IV,  and  so  many  other 
finely  drawn  characters ;  that  there  is 
some  dififercnce  between  Mr.  Kemble  and 
fuch  a  man  as  I  have  just  spoken  of, 
whose  chief  merit  appeared  to  consist  in 
his  wonderful  powers  of  moving  up  and 
down  the  skin  of  his  forehead,  and  of 
drawing  his  eye-brows  down  upon  his 
dieek  or  tucking  them  up  under  his  wig. 
Yes;  (and,  I  am  sure,  that  no  man,  whose 
candour  is  not  stifled  by  passion,  will 
deny  it)  there  is  some  difference  be- 
tween Mr.  Kemble  and  an  actor  like  this  ; 
and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  Mr. 
Kemble's  feeling^,  upon  such  an  occasion, 
would  be, or  ought  tube,  the  same  as  the 
feelings  of  a  mere  gesticulator,  a  mere 
maker  of  moathf.--^— It  has  been  urged 
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against  Mr.  Kemble>  that  he  haS  been 
enriched  hj/  the  public,  and  that,  therefore,  liis 
present  conduct  is  marked  with  ingrutilude 

as   well    as    with     cuileippt. Reader, 

divtst  yourself  of  passion  Here,  or  it  will 
be  useless  to  proceed.  Now,  theii,  make 
tke  <;ase  your  (yivn;  suppose  yourself  of 
.mny  trade  or  profession,  and  that  you  have 
aojuired  a  fortune  thereby  ;  do  you  not 
look  upon  that  fortune  as  i^our  own  F  Do 
you  consider  it  as  the  well-earned  wages 
of  your  labour,  your  study,  the  exercise 
pf  your  skill ;  or  do  yon  consider  it  as  a 
hoon  from  your  several  employers  or  cus- 
tomers?  Do  you,  if  you  are  now  retired 
from  business,  in  looking  over  your  gar- 
dens and  fields,  consider  yourself  as  under 
a  debt  of  gratitude  for  them  ?  Do  you, 
if  you  are  now  labouring  for  a  fortune, 
consider  yourself  as  labouring  to  incur  a 
debt  o( gratitude  ?  And,  if  not ;  if  you 
look  upon  your  earnings  as  your  own  ;^as 
the  fruits  of  your  industry  and  talents ;.  I 
put  it  to  your  candour  to  ^y,  whether  it 
be  just  to  consider  Mr.  Kemb'e  as  owing 
a  debt  of  gratitude  to  his  employers,  or 
customers ,  as  having,  in  short,  received 
his  fortune  in  the  way  of  a   boon  ? 


Amongst  the  terms  of  reproach,  which 
Mr.  Kenible  has,  through  his  want  of  dis- 
cretion at  the  outset,  brought  upon  him- 
self, is  that  o^  upstart.  So  true  it  is,  that 
when  oDce  people  are  thorou;^hly  angry, 

they  never  think  of  what  they   say. 

Mr.  Kemble  and  his  Sister  have  been 
celebrated  as  players  for  upwards  of  twenty 
years,  I  believe.  And,  ought  they,  at  the 
end  of  twenty  years  of  a  life  pf  such 
labour,  to  be  called  vpstarts,  be<;ause  they 
are  said  to  possess  considerable  fortunes  ? 
How  would  any  man  who,  by  his  industry, 
or  talent,  has  acquired  a  fortune,  like  to 
be,  on  that  account,  called  an  upstart  ? 
Ko  man  would  like  it;  and,  reallvi  I  am 
afraid,  that  this  treatment  of  the  Kerables, 
if  it  be  pc:rsevcred  in,  must  have  the  effect 
of  preventing,  in  future,  any  very  great 
endeavours  to  arrive  at  excellence  in 
acting.  It  must  have  a  tendency  to  de- 
grade the  whole  thing,  and  to  make 
stage-playing  little  more   than    grimace 

and   buffoonery. In  any   thing  that  I 

have  said  here,  I,  by  no  means,  w  ish  to 
justify,  or  apologize  for,  the  condyct  of 
Mr.  Kemble,  if  he  is  to  be  considcued  the 
author  ol'any  of  the  insults  offered  to  the 
public,  and  especially  of  the  measure  of 
seizing  people,  seizing /xir^  qf  his  audience, 
by  the  hands  of  thirf-catcfters,  draggiiig 
tuem  befbre  apolice-justice,  Ojsiusin^  tJheni 


to  give  bail,  and  some  of  them  -to  be  com- 
miued  to  a  prison  amongst  vagabonds  and 
thieves  ;  and  all  this  for  having  committed 
no  greater  offence  than  that  of  hoisting 
a  sign  of  disapprobation,  or  making  a 
disapproving  noise.  The  emplojment  or 
the  bruisers  and  jews  was  bad  enough; 
but,  it  was  a  more  mcmfy  niode  of  proceed* 
ing.  I,  could  easily  have  forgiven  ibw. 
It  H  the  employment  of  the  thief-takers, 
and  the  endeavour  to  introdice  into  the 
theatre  the  terrors  ot criminal  law ;  the  mis- 
chievous, and  I  can  hardly  forbear  calling 
it  the  malicious,  attemj)t  to  brand  and  to 
prosecute  VLsrioias,  persons  who  expressed 
their  disapprobation,  in  a  place  where 
to  express  disapprobation,  without  any 
limit,  had  always  been  the  custom'.  It  is 
this  that  sticTvS  with  me,  and  this  it  evi- 
dently is,  which  Sticks  with  the  public ; 
or,  at  least,  with  every  man,  who  knows 
how  to  e>timaie  injurics.-r— Neverthe- 
less, when  I  consider  how  greatJy  the 
English  stage  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Kemhie  ; 
when  I  consider  how  much  he  has  done 
towards  preventing  mock-sentiment  and 
senseless  sing-sung  from  totally  usurping  the 
stage  ;  when  1  reflect,  that  there  is  in  this 
whole  nation,  hardly  any  person  arrived  at 
the  years  of  maturity,  who  has  not  derived 
pleasure  from  the  performances  oftheKcm- 
bles  ;  and,  when  I  consider  the  character 
of  the  English  public,  in  whom  vindlctive- 
neHs  was  never  yet  even  found  towards 
their  most  cruel  persecutors*  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  that  u  declaration  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Kemble,  that  the  absolute  right  withatt 
limitation,  of  expressing  disapprobatioo^ 
shall  never  again  be  disputed,  would  become 
the  ^ound  of  reconciliation  and  harmon.^\ 

^There  are,  however,  other  pointy  m 

dispute,  and,  upon  these  I  shall  nowpro- 
ceeil  to  offer,  my  opinion,  repeating  my 
observation,  that  I  do  it  with  very  grc^t 
diffidence,  unacquainted^  as  I  inust  be^ 
w'^th  many  of  the  circumstances^  and  that 
J  should  not  venture  to  offer  any  opinioQ 
at  all  upon  the  subject,  were  jt  not  quite 
impossible  for  me  to  make  matters  wora 

than  thcv  are. First,  as  to  the  Prices, 

though  the  initials  of  Old  Prices  have  be- 
come the  signal  of  opposition,  it  is  roani* 
fest,  and  was  so  £rom  the  beginning,  that, 
i(  the  public,  properly  so,  cahed,  had  hafl 
their  fair  share  of  the  room  in  the  House, 
the  opposition  on  account  of  prices  would 
very  soon  have  ceased.  It  is,  however, 
since  the  question  has  been  so  much  a|p- 
t^ted,  worth  while  to  inquire  a  little  jnlp 
the  BOUQdive/ss  of  this  ground  ^f  ob|ecti(^ 
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■  From  the  first  it  struck  me,  as  I  ob- 
served in  my  last  number,  to  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  rights  pf  property  to  attempt  to 
compel  people  to  sell  entertainment  at  the  price 

pointed  out  hy  the  purchaser.  In  a  common 
case,  there  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  it  would 
be  so  ;  but,  then,  in  this  case,  comes  the 
argument  oi  xha  patent  and  of  the  monopofy. 
But,  though  this  has  weight ;  though  it 
forms  a  distinction  between  this  and  com- 
I120D  cases,  it  does  not,  after  all  that  I  have, 
since  last  week,  attentively  read  upon  ihe 
»ibject,  appear  to  me  to  be  conclusive 
against  the  managers. A  monopoly  al- 
ways means  an  exchisivc  leave  to  do  what- 
ever the  grant  allows  of.  Now,  this  is 
not  the  case  in  the  present  instance  ;  for, 
not  only  may  others  obtain  permission  to 
act  plays,  but  plays  are  actually  exhibited 
by  other  persons  at  this  very  time,  and  in 

the  same  metropolis. 1  shall  be  told, 

that  the  other  persons  hare  not  such  con- 
venient places  and  such  good  actors;  but, 
realty,  I  cannot  bflieve>  that  this  will  be 
seriously  urged  against  the  charge  of  a 
•Mling  trmre  for  the  boxes^  and  six-pence 
more  for  the  pit,  at  Covent  Garden  thea* 

tre  ;  I  cannot  believe  this  at  any  rate. 

it  has  been  said,  that  there  is  now  oniy 
this  one  theatre,  worthy  of  the  name,  and» 
that,  therefore,  the  public  have  n»  ahbice. 
But,  whose  ^It  is  thalt  ?  There  is  a  pa- 
tent for  the  other  theatre.  Why  is  not 
that  retmrh  r  And,  if  Cerent  Garden  has, 
by  accident,  a  teal  monopoly  of  the  pro- 
fit. It  has  alsii  had  a  monopoly  of  the  er- 

'  pence.  It  is  impossible  not  to  admire  the 
e^rtions,  which  must  have  been  made  to 
rebuild  that  theatre  in  so  short  a  space  -oi* 
ihnt ;  and  Hhall  this  nation,  always  so 
ready  to  extol  and  nelvard  industry  and 
eiiterprifee,  deny  the  mei  it  i»pon  this  no- 
^sron?  The  Monopoly,  of  which  so  mock 
tfas  been  said,  does,  in  "feci,  arise  from  the 
superior  industi^  and  enterprize  of  the 
•taanagersof  this  theatre,  and  were  it  hot 
for  that  industry  and  enterprize,  the  me- 
tropolis would  now  have  no  theatre  at  all. 
It  <)ften  happens,  that,  of  two  persons  of 
^he  same  profession,  or  trade,  living  in 
the  same  place,  one  has  all  the  business 
and  the  other  none ;  but,  would  you, 
iiiereforc,  accuse  the  first  of  being  a  mo- 
nopolist?  As  to  ihe  amount  oi'  the  ad- 
vance in  the  price,  it  is  really  rtot  worth 
^lention.  Thete  is  no  person,  who  ^oes 
into  a  box,  that  can  possib^'  think  any 
thing  of  a  shillif^,  nor  can  sixprtice  be 
worth  a  thought  wifh^ny'one  going  hito 
tUe  pit ;  -atld^^is  fo^h«t*h»  Icmen  'scone- 


times  said  about  the  hardness  qftke  time 
and  the  pressure  qf  the  taxeSt  Good  God  !  do 
not  the  managers  and  the   proprietors  of 
the  theatre  feel  these  in  common  with  the 

rest  of  us  r It  is  xiotorions,  thdt  withii^ 

the  last  19  years  almost  every  thing  has 
doubled  iu  price;  and,, though  I  allow, 
that  the'  extension  in  the  space  of  the  thea- 
tre, and  the  consequent  increase  in  the 
number  of  the  audience,  mnkc  tip,  insome 
degree,  for  alteration  in  the  value  of  mo-, 
ney  ;  still,  while  every  thing  else  is  ad- 
vancing ill  price,  it  does  appear  to  me  un- 
reasonable, it  does  appear  to  me  not  like 
Englishmen>  for  us  to  object  to  so  trifling 

an  advance  of  price   at  the  theatre* 

Siuce^the  last  nine  or  ten  years  the  jour- 
neymen printers  have  made  a  stand  for 
a  rise  in  their  wages.  I  have  always  said 
to  my  printers ;  ''  Get  me  my  work 
*'  done;  if  your  journeymen  will  not  worl^ 
*'  at  one  "price,  give  them  another." 
1  have  always  been  against  all  mea* 
suret  of  force,  intended  to  prevent  any 
man,  or  set  of  men,  from  getting  wha( 
they  can  ibr  their  g<>ods,  or  their  labour, 
being  convinced  that  every  evil  of  that 
sort  that  every  system  of  ovtercharge  will 

soon  be  destroyed  by  its  own  hands. 1 

think,  that  the  public  have  no  right  to  in* 
spect  the  accounts  of  play  •house  'proprie* 
tors,  any  more  than  the  accounts  of  any 
tradesman,  who  opens  his  shop  door  to  a& 
cnstom^s  promiscuously  ;  and,  it  was  ex- 
cessively foolish  in  the  managers  to  make 
a  shew  (for  it  was  nothing  moxe)  of  ex- 
hibiting their  accounts.  1  could  not  help 
thinking,  upon  seeing  the  name  of  Sir 
Francis  Barinc  in  the  list  of  inspectors, 
how  evident  it  was  that  the  public  had  at 
least  as  good  a  right  to  demand  a  look  at 
his  accounts  ibr  the  last  tMenty  years ;  to 
ovcrhawl  ^1  his  loans,  &c.  &c.  when*  I 
believe,  they  would  find,  that  whh  much  . 
less  labour,  and  with  about  a  tttousandth 
part,  perhaps^  of  the  intellect,  of  Mr.  Kem- 
ble,  he  has  amassed  a  great  many  more 
guineas  than  Mr.  Kemble  has  farthings. 
.  Oh  !  it  is  not;  say  what  you  wdl, 
in  your  anfrer  ;  it  is  not,  and  you  will  not 
say  that  it  is,  just ;  that  it  is  common  sense ; 
to  grudge  this  gentleman,  the  compara- 
tively trrfKng  smn  that  he  has  so  hardly 
earned,  whikj  you  say  not  a  word  against 
masses  of  wealth,  which  the  contractor, 
without  any  labour  whatever,  has  derived 
from  tl>e  ]niblic. — —That  any  description 
of  persons  in  ^business,  persons  who  are  dai>y 
conversant  in  buying  and  selling,  shonid 
•have  objected  to  to  trifling  -a  t  ise  tn  the 
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prices  at  the  ihcaire,  would  have  silrprized 
roe  ;  bat,  I  was  beyond  measure  surprized 
to  see  that  objection  made  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  news-papers,  speaking  in  their 
Own  persons;  because  the  year  has  not 
gone  round  yet,  since  we  raised  the  piice 
qf  our .  papers,  upon  the  very  grounas  on 
which  the  Covent^garden  managers  have 
raised  the  price  o\  their  seats.  We  never 
thought  of  exhibiting  our  accounts  -to  the 
public ;  nor  did  any  man  of  us  ever  dream, 
Chat  he  had  incurred  any  debt  of  i^atitude 
to  the  public  for  whatever  share  of  fortune 

be  might  have  been  able  to  amass.- 

These  iure  my  reasons  for  thinking,  that, 
if  certain  other  points  were  conceded  by 
the  managers,  it  would  be  unreasonable 
and  unjust  to  endeavour  to  compel  them 
to  withdraw  their  New  Prices.  The  ad- 
vance is,  in  fact,  beneath  notire ;  and,  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  that,  when  th»  pub- 
lic give  themsdvcs  time  to  reflect,  there 
will  no  longer  be  any  opposition  upon  Hi'in 

score. But,  with  respect  to  that  part 

of  the  construction  qf  the  house,  which  shuts 
out,  drives  back,  and  diodes,  th<*  people, 
that  ought  to  be  done  away,  an 'I,  notwith- 
standing Sir  James  Mansfield's  opinioii 
upon  the  subject,  I  think,  thnt  the  audience 
have  just  as  much  right  to  hiss  and  to  hoot 
at  it  as  they  have  to  hiss  <ind  hoot  at  a  play 
or  a  performer  or  a  scetie  that  they  disUke. 
It  is  an  intwvation,  ant  I  an  innovation,  too, 
which  miift  be  ^xflRsusive  to  the  l^est  de- 
scription of  people.  It  is  an  erection  of 
distinctions,  which  did  not  before  exist. 
This  ground  of  objection  ought,  therefore, 
to  be'  completely  removed,  and,  until  it 
be,  the  opposition  will,  in  my  opinion,  be 

not  only  justifiable,  but  laudable 1. 

Then  the  circle  of  pricaie  boxes  should  be 
done  away,  and  the  whole  of  the  space 
thrown  open  to  the  whole  of  the  public,  as 
in  the  old  theatre.  2.  The  "  pigeon  holes,** 
as  they  are  called,* should  be  done  away, 

and  the  shilling  gallery  thrown  open. 

3.  All  the  actions  and  prosecuHons,  arising 
out  of  the  row,  should  be  dropped  instantly. . 

4.  A  declaration  from  Mr.  Kemble, 

in  person,  on  the  part  of  tlie  whole  of  the 
managers,  that  they  recognize  in  the  fullest 
sense  of  the  wopds,  an  absolute  right 
in  the  audience  or  in  any  part  of  the  audi- 
ence, assembled  at  the  theatre,  to  express, 
cither  by  signs  or  noises  of  any  sort,  their 
disapprobation  of  any  person   or.  of  any 

thing  within  the  theatre. This  is  what 

I  think  the  managers  ou^ht  to  do  ;  and, 
if  they  express  their  readiness  to  do  all 
this,  I  am  sure,  that  the  opposition  to  the 


S)rice8  will  soon  dwindle  into  notbinpf. 
indeed,  the  whole  thing  will  have  be.eji 
changed  ;  for,  the  theatre  will  not,  in  fact, 
be  the  same  ;  and  therefore  an  advance  of 
price  may  be  very  consistently  justiRed,  in 
this  case,  though,"  in  the  opinion  of  some 
persons,   it  could  not  be  jus»^!iied  before. 

Amongst  the  "  terms  of  peace,"  as  they 

were  called,  proposed  soJue  time  ago,  were 
included  a  begging  ni  PAitnoN  on  rhe  part 
of  Mr.  Kemble,  and  the  dismission  of  Mr. 
Brandon.  This  was  excusable,  perhaps 
under  the  circ*imstances  of  the  moment; 
but,  I  am  F  jre,  or,  at  least,  1  hope,  that 
there  is  n'>  Englishman,  who,  upon  cool 
reflectinii,  would  propose  such  a  thing. 
There  is  a  meanness  in  the  idea  of  inflict- 
ing vengeance  upon  Mr.  Brandon,  and 
e5|,ecially  as  the  party  inflicting  it  would 
l*e  alwkys  hidden  from  the  party  on  whom 
it  would  be  inflicted.  And,  as  tr  bringing 
Mr.  Kemble  forward  for  the  express  purpose 
of  begging  pardon ;  to  compel  him  to  come 
forth  like  a  culprit,  and  humble  himself 
before  a  promiscuous  assembly,  including, 
no  doubt,  all  his  private  enemies  ;  to  In- 
sist upon  degrading  any  human  being  in 
such  a  way,  as  I  am  sure  it  is  what  no 
man  with  a  drop  of  English  blood  in  bit 
veins  would  demand,  so  I  hope,  that,  for 
the  credit  of  the  English  stase,  for  the  ho- 
ilDur  of  theatrical  talent  and  of  literature, 
it  is  what  nothing  upon  earth  would  iodtic* 

Mr.  Kemble  to  submit  to. Such  is  my 

view  of  this  matter.  ~  As  I  said  before,  I 
must  necessarily  be  greatly  deficient  in 
information,  as  to  many  points.  I  may 
be  wrong  in  my  judgment.  But,  of  dne 
thing  1  am  certain/that  it  is  impossible  for 
the  subject  to  be  taken  up  by  one  with  a  mind 
more  unbiassed.  I  will  confess^  that  i  am 
very  anxious  to  see  the  ^ow  and  turmoil 
put  an  end  to^ '  Its  continuance  can  do  no 
good,  while  by  directing  the  public  atten- 
tion from  more  important  matters,  it  may 
do7  and  is  doing,  much  mischief.  I  wish 
most  anxiously  to  sec  tlie  matter  settled  by 
the  good  sense  and  justice  and  forgiveness 
of  the  people,  and,  above  all  things,  that 
the  law  may  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
matter.  At  any  rate,  as  I  said  before,  if 
the  communication  of  my  opinions,  upon 
the  subject,  does  no  good,  it  cannot  pos- 
sibly do  any  harm. 

Mil  Wardle. 1  have  not  time  to 

rr.m*ark,  at  any  length,  myself  upon  tlie 
Trial  (a  report  of  which  has  just  reached 
me)  of  Mrs.X]!laek£  and  the  two  Wmcbts 
for  9t  conspiracy  against  this  gentleman.; 
but,  I  cannot  refrain  from  inserting  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


tel)  DECEMBER  16,  I 

following  rett)arl»,  from  the  Times  news- 
paper, which,  upon  iliii  subject,  expresses 
my  sentiments. — The  evidence  on  the 
Trial,  instead  of  doing  injury  to  the  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Wardle,  must  entirely  re- 
move thoBe  doubts,  with  respect  to  his. 
conduct,  which  some  persons  micht  before 

entertain. ^The  only  thing  ior  which 

^Ir.  Wardle  is  to  blame,  is,  haiing  ever 
saffered  himself  to  be  drawn  into  the 
meshes  of  the  law,  whose  «  glorious  un- 
**  certainties'^  ^re^  in  some  places,  a  stand- 
ing toast. Mr.  Wardle,  in  getting  into 

the  secrets  which  he  brought  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  got,  at  the  same  time, 
into  bad  company.  ^  It  was  impossible  to 
avoid  that.  The  one  was  a  consequence  of 
the  other ;.  and  thesubsequent  consequences 

have   all   been  natural  enough. It  is 

hard  to  convict  of  a  conspiracy,  which  is 
mostly  a  sort  of  constructive  crime;  and, 
therefore,  though  I  retain  my  former  opi- 
niop  of  Mr.  Wardle's  integrity,  and  think 
him  now,  more  than  ever,  an  object  of 
public  support,  I  agree  with  the  Times, 
.that  the  verdict  of  the  jury  appears  to  have 
ijMcen  right*  The  jurv  were  not  to  found 
their  verdict  upon  tKeir  opinion  of  Mr. 
Wardle,  but  upon  the  evuUnce  they  re- 
ceived.  Let  us  now  hear  The  Times. — 

''  Ip  the  most  important  Trial  published  in 
"  onr  Paper  of  yesterday,  of  the  two 
**  Wbights  ^d  Mrs«  Cf.AJiKB«  for  a  can* 
'*  spiracy  agai|ist  Colonel  Wardle,  a  ver-' 
'^  diet  w2^,  as  the  country  now  knows, 
^  found  for  the  Defendants.  The  atten- 
.«'  tive  pertisal  of  that  Trial  will  enable  any 
''  rational  and  candid  man  to  form  the 
**  most  correct  notion  possible  of  the  si- 
''  tiiiitk>n  in  which  Colonel  Wardlb  is 
«'  placed  by  the  result  of  it.  Before  we 
*'  enter  briefly  as  we  shall  do  into  the  con- 
'^  sideration  of  the  general  merits  of  ,the 
"  cause,  we  shall  observe  upon  a  colUte- 
^'  ral  circumataDce ;  that  Colonel  Wab- 
**  DLs's  apparent  inconsistency  in  sub- 
"  pcBning  Major  Bodd  upon  the  former 
"  Tiial,  then  leay'mg  the  propriety  of  that 
"  Gentleman's  ezamiaation  to  the  con* 
"  sideration  of  his  Counsel,  and  afterwards 
*'  complaining  that  be  was  net  examined, 
"  is  now  satisfactorily  explained.  The 
''Colonel  was  induced  to  dbpense  with 
"  the  examination^  from  an  assurance 
"  that  his  Counsel  was  of  opinion  that 
''  the  Jury  were  with  him,  and  that  thev* 
'*  would  not  find  a  verdict  upon  such 
<<  evidence  as  that  of  Mrs.  Clarke  and  Da^ 
"  niel  Wright.  Learnings  however,  after- 
f*  wards,  that  Mrs.  Clarke  had  swora  Uial 
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"  Major  Dodd  was  present  when  he  (the  Co- 
"  lonel)  agreed  to  pay  Wright,  Mr.  \l^ardle 
'*  instantly  revoked  his  consent  to  the  dis- 
"  pensing  with' Major  Dodd's  evidence. 
*'  bat  this  change  of  circumstances  not 
*'  being  sufficiently  adverted  to,  the  Major 
"  was  not  called,  who  would  otherwise 
"  have  sworn,  as  be  has  since  done,  that 
"  Colonel  Wardle  did  not,  in  any  way 
"whatsoever,  make  himself  answerable 
"  for  Mrs.  Clarke's  furniture.  Having dis- 
"  posed  of  this  subordinate  circnmstance, 
'' we  now   proceed  to  the  merits  of  the 

"question   at  large Colonel  Wardle, 

*'  by  prosecuting  (with  the  advice  of  hfs 
"  Counsel)  the  two  Wrights  and  Mrs. 
"  Clarke  for  a  conspiracy,  certainly  de- 
"  prived  them  of  the  benefit  of  each  other^s 
"  evidence ;  but  it  will  be  pretty  clear  that 
'*  he  did  not  gain  much  by  this,  as  their 
"  previous  testimony  was  unquestionably 
"  taken  into  consideration  :  and  the  state 
"  of  the  case,  exclusive  of  Mr.'  Stoke«^s 
"  evidence  (which  we  shall  consider  by" 
"and'bye),  is  precisely  this,  that  we  have 
"  on  the  one  side  the  swearing  of  the  two 
•*  Wrights  and  Mrs.  Clarke,  that  Colonel 
"  Wardle  did  make  himself  resportsiblc  for 
"  the  goods  in  question  ;  and  on  the  other, 
"  the  swearing  of  the  Colonel  h^mselfi  of 
"  Major  Dodd,  of  Mr.  Glennie,  and  of  Sir 
"  Richard  Phillips,  that  he  did  not  mnke 
"  himself  responsible.  On  which  siife 
"  the  credibility  of  the  evidence  prepon- 
'^  derates  thus  mr  is  unquestionable.  Co- 
"  lonel  Wardle,  Major  Docid,  Mr,  Glennie, 
'*  &c.  &c.  to  Mrs.  Clarke  and  the  two 
"  Wrights;  the  first,  what  we  will  not 
''  name>  and  the  others,  one,  or  both  of 
''  them,  of  a  character  to  avow  her  rexpcctqi-^ 
"  hiHty  to  brother  tradesmen. — The  cause, 
**  however,  henceforth  assumes  a  different 
"  aspect :  Mr.  Stokes,  the  acting  Attorney 
"  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  who  had  advised  Co- 
"  lonel  Wairdle  to  withhold  Wright's  evi- 
"  dence  from  the  House  of  Commons,  bc- 
"  cause,  as  he  himself  says,  he  did  not 
'*  think  Wright  would  conceal  the  truth  ; 
"  and,  that  even  if  he  would,  he  did  not 
''think  he  had  head  enough  to  evade  the 
**  oueitian — this  Mr.  Stokes  and  Colonel 
"  Wardle  had  an  interview,  from  which 
"  interview  they  come  away  directly 
"  swearing  in  nositive  contradiction  to 
"  each  other.  Une  of  them  is,  therefore, 
"  certainly  perjured  ;  and  there  being  no 
^'  creature  present  but  themselves,  at  this 
'*  their  conversation,  that  Being  only  who 
"  is  present  every  where,  kpows  which  6f 
*'  tkem  it  is  that  speaks  the  trmth.    The 
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*'  Jury,  however,  in  deciding  •  between 
*'  thetn,  have,  by  their  verdict,  a.<>3igiied 
"  the  greaier  credit  to  Mr.  Stokes  .  and 
'•*  we  will  add,  too,  that  it  is  %vith  the 
**  strictest  legal  propriety  that  they  have 
"  done  so :  because  being  obliged  to  as- 
"  sign  credit  to  one  or  other  ot  the  two^ 
*'  their  relative  situations  must  be  taken 
**  into  consideration.  Who  had  the  great- 
*'  est  interest  to  swerve  from  the  truth  ? 
*'  In  every  ostensible  view.  Colonel  War- 
*'  die  :  of  whose  evidence,  therefore,  it 
**  was  the  lot,  as  both  could  not  be  be- 
f'  lieved,  to  be  by  the  Jury  rejected.  But 
**  if  he  has  been  unfortunate  upon  the  ge- 
"  heral  issue,  he  has,  at  least,  vindicated 
**  his  character  from  a  thousand  slanders 
*'  by  which  it  has  been  aspersed.  His 
«  evidence  was  given  in  the  most  manly, 
**  direct,  and  unembarrassed  manner.  For 
''mai»y  months  past,  his  enemies  and 
"  their  emissaries  hare  been  every  where 
"  publishing  the  most  atrocious  falsehoods 
*'  against  him  :  he  was  to  stand  self-con- 
"  victed  of  the  grossest  prevarication ;  of 
'*  suborning  evidence  again^tt  the  Buke  of 
*'  York,  together  with  a  variety  of  other 
**  calumnies.  But  where  does  any  thing 
"of  this  kind  appear?  The  sum  of  his 
«  offending  is  this,  that  he  has  failed  in 
*'  his  endeavours  to  prove  the  conspiracy 
"  against  Mrs.  Clarke  and  her  upholsterer, 
*'  by  the   unexpected   production  of  the 

•'evidence   of    h«r  Attorney. Before 

"  we  conclude  these  remarts,  we  shall 
"  make  an  observation  or  two  upon  the 
"  different  degrees  of  credibility  supposed 
"  io  be  assigned,  by  Colonel  Wardle's 
"  friends^  to  Mrs,  Clarke's  evidence,  as 
**  given  in  the  House  of  Commons  against 
''  the  Duke  of  York,  and  in  a  Court  of 
"  Jjustice  against  the  J)uke  of  York's  ac- 
**'cuser.  The  truth  is,  as  Mr.  Whitbread 
"  stated,  that  for  this  woman's  evidence  in 
"the  House  of  Commons  there  was  not 
"  the  least  occasion,  if  her  written  docu-' 
"  ments,  oftoicontradicUdauthcnliciU/,  could 
"  have  been  obtained  without  her  personal 
"  production  of  them.  With  these  docu- 
*'  ments,  the  Charges  against  his  Royal 
"  Highness  would  have  been  just  as 
'^  fully  substantiated  as  they  ever  were 
«'  substantiated*    even    supposing    she    had 

'<  neoer    spoken   a   XM>rd,*' I    cannot 

help  adding  one  remark.  What  a  sub- 
ject o^Jqy  it  must  be  to  the  friends  and 
drfeaders  of  the  Duke  of  York,  that,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  opinions,  real  or  af- 
,iB€ted,  they  hav«  now  PROVED  Mrs 
Cimrke  to  be  a  ntost  excellently  TRXJE  WIT- 


NESS  !  What  a  subject  of  joy  to  them 
and  their  royal  patron  !  This  is  the  very 
woman,  who,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
the  Attorney  General  declaimed  not  to  be 
believed  upon  any  account  whatever  !  It 
must  be  very  consoling  to  his  Royal  High- 
ness to  see,  that  his  Darling,  who  was,  by 
his  friends,  called  by  ali  manner  of  foal 
names,  is  now  become  a  woman  of  ttn- 
doubted  veracity!  We,  who  were  looked 
upon  as  political  enemies  of  the  Duke, 
only  insisted,  that  her  evidence  was  en- 
titled to  some  weight,  when  strongly  a>r- 
rtAorated  by  indubitable  testimony ;  but, 
his  friends  have  now  made  her  out  a  good 
witness  of  herself.  It  is  time,  therefore, 
for  us  to  read  her  evidence  before  the 
House  of  Commons  over  again,  it  is  va- 
luable now.     Itcannot  now,  by  the /rinMb 

of  the  Duke,  be  called   in  question. 

The  payment  of  10,000  pounds  for  the 
suppression  of  her  book  was  asserted  by 
the  counsel.  In  fact,  this  is  pretty  no- 
torious; and  it  follows,  of  course,  that  she 
is  now  in  friendship  with  those  who  gsfe 
her  that  ten  thousand  pounds.  •  Lord  Elleo- 
borough  is  reported  to  have  found  fault 
with  the  counsel  for  saying  that  the  ten 
tliousand pounds  came  out  of  the  pMic  mo- 
ney, because  no  proef  of  it  was  brought 
forward.  Very  good  ;  but,  if  it  be  true, 
that  ten  thousand  pounds  tjsere  given  her, 
what  sort  of  people  must  those  be,  who 
would  give  her  the  sum  ;  what  must  their 
actions  have  been ;  ^nd  at  what  tvoM  they 
stick  f 

W«.  COBBETT. 
Hotlcy,  HM  Dec.  1K)9 

*^*  1  am  happy  to  hear  that  a  Public 
Meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  on  Monday  next, 
for  the  purpose  of  expressing  the  sense 
entertained  of  the  manly,independcot,  and 
undaunted  conduct  of  Mr.  Wardle,  and  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  immediately  en- 
tering into  a  Subscription  to  indennify 
him  against  all  losses,  charges^  and  ex- 
^ences  he  may  hare  sustained,  or  be  lia- 
ble to,  in  consequence  of  his  exertions  in 
the  public  behalf,  during  the  last  Sessions 
of  Parliament. 


CHANGE  OF  MJNISTEY. 

Sir;  It  is  not  an  uninteresting* subject 
of  speculation,  to  remark  the  absurdiuts 
into  which  men  of  talents  sometimes  suf- 
fer themselves  to  be  led.  This  is  re- 
markable in  every  department  of  science, 
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but  j^l  more  so  in  politics.  Wljere  tbe«e 
err^r  are  involuntary,  they  are  to  be 
lamented  ;  but  where  they  are  spread  for 
the  purposes  of  faction,  they  are  utterly 
detestable. — I  have  been  led  into  this  train 
of  thifikttig,  Mr.  CJobbett,  by  reading  your 
obsefraiioHs,  in  yo«r  Register  of  last  week, 
ia  reply  to  the  Editor  gi  the  Morning 
Cbrontcle.  If  you  can  apply  ihem  to 
yoorseif*  you  ai-e  at  full  liberty.  You 
ccnclflde  the  observations  in  question,  by 
9aji4tg»  y<Hi  pause  for  a  reply.  Mr.  Cob- 
belt,  you  sballhave  it ;  and  if,  as  you  as- 
sert, you  have  ihe  fairness  to  give  to  the 
public  the  reasonings  of  your  adversary,  1 
shall  make  your  own  Register  the  vehicle 
of  your  refutation. 

To  such  individuals  as  take  the  trouble 
of  thinking;  for  themselves,  the  iallacy  of 
yoar  assertions  will  require  no  exposure ; 
they  can  tear  off  the  gloss  with  which  you 
have  covered  them,  and  view  your  errors 
in  their  native  absurdity.     But  your  Re- 
gister Ts  read  by  too  maoy,  who  aj*e  con- 
tent tit  take  botli  facts  and  reasonings  upon 
trust;  and  who  are,  therefore,  apt  to  be 
ddodcd   by   bold  assertion  and   shallow 
sophistry.     In  attempting  to  prove  thai  a 
Chdii^of  MijBAStry  woold  be  of  no  real 
toMMt  to  the  nation,  you  dogmatically 
lay  d<m*n  ten  questions,  to  which  you  de^ 
mand  a  categorical  reply,  and  which  con- 
tain the  'OStenaible  grounds^  upon  which 
yon  fonn  your  conclusion.     I  shall  wave 
my  power  of  puttipg  a  simple  "negative'' 
upoD  your  rights  as  an  individual,  to  pro- 
pose sQdb  i^uestions.   I  shall  likewise  make 
no  observfttions  upon  -the  fairness  of  your 
tuitiiDary  metfkod  of  proceeding,  ia  con- 
danmiig  the  mdtivtes  of  high  and  honpur- 
Ule  ttien^  from -tbe  unauthorised  answers 
•of  the  editor  of  a  Newspaper.    *TUe  ques- 
-lioiM  yen  prtipose  are,iit'all  events,  of  so 
complicated^  nature,  «that  the  a&swars  to 
'them  %toald  be    more  volumioous  than 
either  the 'limits  of  your  iicgister«or  of  a 
Newspaper  Woukl  admit  rf.     iBut,  Sir, 
who  oonttituted'thtse  'questioBs  the  crite- 
^tioQ  of  the  utility  of  these  men  to  their 
^wm^  ?     Or  even  supposing  a  negative 
(put^  UpoB  the  iifhoteof  them,  shew  that  a 
Change  of  Ministry  can  be  of  rio  benefit 
Id  the  nation.     This  link  in  your  argu- 
Jncnt  you  bav^  ualuckily  neglected  to  fill 
up;;  'mit^  until  it  iff  suppi ied,  your  conclu- 
sion cannot  be  4egftimate.     But  surely 
-you  could  not  be  seriotis,  Mr.  Gobbett, 
when  you  proposed  such  ooestions  to  the 
i£ditor  of  the  Momii^'Chromcle.     You 
»uit,  I  think,  have  been  sensible  that  thev 


are  questions  to  which  neither  he  nor  any 
other  private  individual  could  reply.  They 
should   have  been  addressed  to  those  to 
whose  principles  and  conduct  they  relate, 
and  to  which  they  only  could  reply,  col- 
lectively and  in  a  body.     Though  I  thus 
prefesf?  not  to  answer  the  questions  you 
have  proposed,   you  will  lind  I  touch,  in 
the   following  observations,  upon  some  of 
the  pul  jccts  to  which  they  relate.     Be- 
fore, however,  1  proceed  further,  i  shall 
.state  how  far  we  are  agreed. — We  both  of 
us  admit,  that  the  present  ministry  arc  a 
body  of  men,  who  derive  respectability 
neither  from  rank  or  talents:  that  their 
principles  are  as  abominable  as  their  im- 
becility contemptible:    that  their  policy 
has  been  ruinous  to  the  country,  and  has 
rendered  us  in  several  instances  the  laugh- 
ing-stock of  Europe ;  that  they  hafe  proved 
themselves   incapable,  by   their  want  of 
the   necessary   qualifications,   of  guiding 
with  wisdom  and  decision,  the  afiairs  of 
the  nation  at  a  crisis  like  the  present :  and 
that  they  are  worthy*  from  their  princi- 
ples and  tlieir  conduct,  of  being  driven 
forth  from  their  situations,  with  the  scorn 
and  indignation  of  the  country.     But  you 
assert,  that  though  their  opponents  be  men 
of  more  enlarged  views,  and  infinitely  su- 
perior in  talents  to  the  present  ministry  ; 
their  principles  are  at  bottom  equally  de- 
praved, and  they  will  do  nothing  for  the 
real  benefit  of  their  country  j  or,  for  the 
sake  of  accuracy,  to  state  your  proposition 
in   your  own  terms,    you  maintain   that 
"  with  respect  to  their  views  and  inten- 
tions, as  to  all  those  matters  in  which  the 
people  have  an  interest,  the  two  factions 
are  perfectly  upon  a  level;  and  that,  there- 
fore, any  Change  of  Ministry,  which  shoald 
produce  merely  the  shifting  the  salaries 
.from  the  Ins  to  the  Outs,  would  be  useless 
to  the  natien."     It  certainly  is,  Mr.  Cob- 
bett,  an    intuitive  proposition,   that    the 
mere  shifting  of  salaries  is  of  no  importance 
to  the  nation;  and,  in  this  view, Jew  will 
be  so  bold  as  to  put  a  negative  upon  so 
well-founded   an  assertion.      But,  in   the 
present  instance,  I  insist  this  would  not  be 
the  case;    and   that  the  nation,   by  the 
Change  of  Ministry,  wt>uld  enjoy  many 
and  important  advantages.  A  few  of  these 
I  shall  proceed  to  point  out.    Tb&  nation 
might  depend,  in  the  first  place,  on  an  in- 
tire  change  of  the  external  policy  by  wbioh 
tho  present  cabinet   has   been,  and  still 
continues  to  be  guided.     We  'wouhl  not 
•have  so  constant  a  succession  of  Secret 
Expeditions,  nor  have  these  expeditions  ^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


POLmCAL  REGISTEH.— lr/l«r  to  Mafpr  Cart^ri^  {9* 

6«m  office.  WiMt  ^ir  0Md«ct  wovkl 
bt,  itviiyof  tii9  iMtsncavywichMeii 
flseiftioii,  it  H  iMi  ineonbent  ott  w  to 
DoiiHoot;  <9ficeh|D  amr«  wedKioU  le 


»Q7] 

<»on5t ;  '  \  •I'^iiig  ill  cli.sa^ter  tnd  disgrace. 
yVe  w       '   w     havf.  the  rrsourcet  of  the 

counirv  -"  MoieluUv  inisapplierf,  nof  our 
bravo  -  . i .  .  t  xpo^H  ta  n*  p««ljlence, 
more  <l  .  *.  \  ihah  she  sword.  Tbey 
^oiiM  eNf  <  k:  I  M  M)  iDiitd^  thAt  the  fi^fect 
ot'all  uii  .'  IS  u-  ..  '^  and  wou  d JiiyVt>luHllj 
prosequir  '.  i'  ;»,  •  ^^  or  dnproficaMe  hostt 
lily.  \Vi  K  i>  m!  ?  .  yi»or  queotions,  Mr. 
Cobbeit.  I'  .  '  \^  '()  '.he  dimination  of  ihe 
taxes,  the  ,  .<  <  •;  nuattonofoor  aflttirt  is 
not  su(  h  :»  \'^  H?  Nif  o^  it.  The  miniiKfy 
may  find  u  n  '  <  ss.u y  to  eqnip  fleets,  aM 
fit  out  arn.M.:,'  .1^ ;  and  in  that  case,  front 
the  conii)i<  .'^  <iexpeiices  such  eaoipiiieBts 
involve,  I  ht've  no  sertoos  dimimitiofi 
could  im tix  iiattfty  take  place.  But  happy. 
Sir,  is  iht  f  people,  who  can  boy  with  their 
money,  *!*t. safety  wiiich  other  miioiis 
purchase  wifb  il«eir  blood  ;  and  who,  by  a 
per  cetv  ige  on  their  income,  eirfoy  a 
chiaptx  boiiuhl  security.  On  tins  ym 
mi^lit  ''•^eiui,  that  should  our  rulers  fittd 
it  pru'icaHle  to  obuin  the  blesdngsof 
peac-t .  \\^  lihoaid  then  funre  a  dinliiott^i 
oi  o  ir  tiurdens ;  but  should  war  sM  c«i» 

'tim.c,  we  would  be  able  proud  1]^  to  tav, 
in  \\\T  own  words,  <' That/ though  Me 
Ar  w.  uid  sofK  rings  of  our  aroty  hftT«  boMi 
r:  <t.  they  bavt  not  foogfat  and  bledaad 
Im.  1  I  in  vain.  They  have  Mtomed, 
th  Mi^h  few  in  number,  perhaps,  corered 
w  !•  .'  I'lry.  not  with  disgraca.  The  Kiag  I  la  i 
or  o  rat  Britain  may  hoid  ap  bis  con-^'^  - 
<|i)>  «t>.  -K^  the  price  of  \As  pmt^Xm^  mtrnk^ 
iao's  1  le  may  say  to  then  that,  if  he  has 
called  11  on  theni  for  great  services,  he  hte 
given  'li 'in  in  exchange  perfect  security. 
The  pe-jjip  of  Great  Britain  dread  no 
enemy ;  v^  y  are  haunted  by  no  feari  of 
invasion;  thry  are  in  a  settled  state  of 
thini^t;."  j  m  ^e,  Mr.  Cobbett,  are  the 
glowing  cotoDi^  ill  which  you  have  pour- 
trayed  the  >\  uatu  n  of  the  people  of  France; 
and  a  Chanic^?  < '  Ministry  is  the  only 
means  by  wlucli  th<'^»»  advantages  can  be 
rende.ed  our  own.  The  safety  of  the  na- 
tion would  be  rriirlt  I  od  more  secure,  by 
bestowiuiT  on  Uw  v.  .ii Indies,  those  privi- 
leges uliii  h,  as  *  in/(  ns  and  freemen,  they 
have  a  rigiit  to  iJenuMd.  And'were  they, 
in  the  whole  course  r  their  administratiohy 
to  achieve  notliin::  biu  tfti^  single  act,  the 
nation  would  tlenvt  f^UurV  it,  Mr. Cobbett, 
if  you  can)  material  m.l  i in {)ort ant  advan- 
tage, from  a  Chantrc  u\  Ministry.  I  shall 
proceed  but  little  ti  .lur.  I  have  already 
pointed  out  some  b«  n<  ti.s,  and  could  anti- 
cipate many  more,  t)  l.t'  dt-iived  from  the 
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0o^ieMied  by  mcd  with 

and  -o»riiihlmM  to  aany  into 

thai  wooM  4 

of  iha  aooDtiy.     Wa 

Hd  ataooff  tito«i  no  Wallttleas,  noCartk- 

i<MitM>     Mioistelial  infloeaca  wooMaM 

stkoner  cortoptiuii,  oar  tha  gratieadtof 

jofclaa  be  ha Aed  b j  a  OMpiiiarial  majority. 

If  ihese  advantages  aro  wofth  aoihnigr 

your  conclusioQ  is  jtwt ;  if  thay  areof  im- 

partaoce  tothepaople>.ititairoiieoaft.   I> 

too,  paose  fer  a  i^j*  Fbogmmi. 

SOtA  Aha.  1809. 


TO  MAJOR  CABTWliGlfr. 

Vrom  thf  AuAor  qf^'Jm  bnpttrtid  Exwm- 
«  natioM  <^Slr  Phmcu  Burdea^iUmqf 

Sir  ;-*Yoa  $d  joalica  to  m v  ameinwrti 
whan^  in  yoar  lattar  pttblinad  is  Mr. 
Cobhott*!  Saaisterof  tha  t4ih  of  October, 
yoa  expf««o3  a  beliefs  thai  you  waold  ea- 
•aro  nfy  thankf  by  aanvincmg  «o  I  hid 
taisuodeialaod  a  laiidaaieQtal  prlaciple  of 
Iha  Brttiih  govonHuant.      Uacoaaeciii 

kh  «Mr  P^rty^  tad*  as  I  hafo,  loperior 

At  InUe  vanity  which  ia  ofianded  a 
hekv  laaghw  1  Mi,  aad  ^aH  tiam  in 
nody  10  aa|Maaii«iy  oUgMoib^^MHi^ 
who  would  rectify  my  mistakoo^  or  extend 
my  knowMga :  whiia  at  yat  hut  httk 
kaowa  to  fone,  and  Almost  at  the  ooni- 
incawemont  of  my  politand  career,  I  ci^ 
not  hut  feel  giatifiod  that  Major  CmU 
wrif^  ihaokl,  through  the  madiu^t  of  s 
widely  ctrcuktod,  and  justly  ccKhrtUd 
journal,  have  pab4icly  addrcMod  po  m 
the  important  snbMct  of  PariiaoieBtaf^ 
Representotton.  laese  being  tha  tiotf- 
meats  by  which  I  aai  actoatod,  1  M 
confident  you  will  do  aio  farther  justice 
to  belie^o,  tlwt  it  is  no  adberenca  to  a 
sect,  no  santiaient  of  hnn^hled  aelM^ 
portance  doaiog  my  aiaierstKidin^  ugfiV 
the  truth,  which  renders  me,  ilotwfthitaDd- 
ing  what  you  have  urged,  the  unshaken 
ad  vocatr  of  Triemia!  Par Itameata. 

From  what  you  have  nmd,  it  docs,  ia» 
deed,  appear,  that  annual  Pkrliaments  are 
conformable  to  Ae  spirit  of  our  aacicnt 
laws.  But  the  question  rests  not  here. 
The  ancient  laws  which  compose  the  Bri- 
tish Constitution  pcfsess  no  iatriDsic»or 
mystical  excellence — ihey  are  bat  a  i 
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to  an  end;  they  are  valuable  only  as  they, 
conduce  to  humaa  happiness.  Hence,  in 
every  question  of  Political  Reform/ the 
statute  book  id  not  our  ultimate  appeal — 
it  derives  its  authority  from  public  good, 
and  this  good,  as  I  shall  now  endeavour 
briefly  to  explain,  requires  that  we  should 
prefer  Triennial  Parliaments. 

And. first  I  must  remark  that  Parliamen- 
tary Repr^entation  and  Political  Liberty 
are  by  no  means  convertible  terms — they 
stahd  for  ideas  which  are  not  only  per- 
Hectly  distinct,  but  which  have  no  neces- 
sary connexion  with  each  other.  Politi- 
cafLiberty,  is,  "  the  freedonxJrom  all  re- 
^  straint  except  what  redeems  its  partial 
"  inconvenience  by  a  balance  of  public  be- 
"  nefit.^'  Parliamentary  Representation 
is  something  very  different — something 
which  may  be  conceived  to  exist,  in  the 
utmost  perfection,  where  liberty  is  infring- 
ed by  a  thousand  unnecessary  mstitutions. 
In  a  country  where  suffrage  should  be  uni- 
versaU  and  elections  annual,  the  predo- 
minant religious  sect  might  (and  in  an  age 
of  bigotry  cevtainly  would)  load  their 
fellow  citizens  of  an  opposite  persuasion 
with  the  most  oppressive  exclusions  and 
inquisitorial  pains;  while  if  the  science 
of  wealth  was  ill  understood,  a  few  inte- 
rested traders,  under  the  pretence  of  en- 
couraging commerce,  might  obtain  a  mo- 
nopoly against  the  public.  On  the  con- 
trary, in  an  absolute  moiiarchy,  a  prince  of 
patriotic  feelings,  and  enlightened  under- 
standing, might  establish  perfect  tolera- 
tion, and  abolish  most  of  those  regulations, 
which  without  benefiting  the  public,  fetter 
the  exertions  of  individual  roan. — Thus 
we  see  that  oppression  may  exist  in  con- 
jonctton  with  the  most  perfect  system  of 
representation,  and  that  a  considerable 
share  of  liberty  may  obtain  where  repre- 
fientation  is  unknown. 

But  though  Parliatnentary  Representa- 
tion is  not  identical  with  Political  Liberty, 
it  is,  particularly  in  great  communities, 
the  means  by  which  liberty  can  best  be 
perfected  and  secured.  Now  it  is  evident 
that  liberty  will  ever  be  secured  and  ^r- 
fected,  in  proportion  as  those,  to  whom 
the  legislative  functions  are  deputed,  pos- 
sess wisdom  to  discover,  and  virtue  to 
abolish  the  restrainU  which  fetter  the  in- 
dividual without  benefiting  the  public. 
Hence  the  great  end  of  representation  is 
to  return  taUnt  and  integrity  to  the  legis- 
lative assembly :  and  if  it  can  be  proved 
tltat  this  end  would  be  better  attained  by 
tiiennial,  than  by  axmual  parliaments,  then 
uieooial  ought  to  be  preferred. 

SUPPLSMBNT  to  No.  24. 


If  Parliaments  were  rendered  annual, 
the  representative  would  be  brought  moro 
under  the  controul  of  his  constituents. 
Now  as  it  is  impossible  that  a  representa- 
tive should,  on  every  political  question, 
coincide  in  opinion  with  those  by  whom 
he  is  returned,  bringing  him  so  completely" 
under  their  controul  would  hold  out  to 
him  a  perpetual  temptation  to  speak  and 
to  act,  not  in  conformity  to  his  own  sen- 
timents, but  in  compliance  with  the  pre- 
judices of  those-  whose  votes  were  to  be 
conciliated  against  the  approaching  elec- 
tion. The  moral  conduct  of  men  is  influ- 
enced more  by  the  temptations,  than  by 
the  duties  of  their  stations.  Though  somai 
mi^ht  be  found,  whom  no  fear  qf  losing 
their  seats  could  induce  to  surrender  their 
principles,  yet,  if  members  sat  but  for  a 
twelvemonth,  the  great  majority  would^  in 
the  senate,  have  an  eye  to  their  next  return^ 
and  deliver  electioneering  haranjmes  lea- 
ther than  deliberate  for  the  good  of  th» 
country. 

To  talent  annual  parliaments  would  ba 
still  less  friendly.  The  person  who  com- 
promised his  sentiments,  in  order  to  con- 
ciliate his  constituents  against  the  next 
election,  would  gradually  impair  the 
powers  of  his  understanding,  and  yield 
credence  to  the  prejudices,  and  contracted 
notions  which  he  habitually  espoused ; 
while  he  who  ^ave  utterance  to  the  deduc- 
tions of  an  enlightened  mind,  and  unfold- 
ed those  liberal  prmeiples,  on  the  observ* 
ande  of  which  the  prosperity  of  nations 
depends,  would  shock  the  prejudices  of  thr 
ignorant,  encounter  the  hostility  of  thos« 
who  profit  by  monopolies  and  exclusions^. 
and»  On  the  next  election,  would  be  sent 
back  to  a  private  station. 

In  triennial  parliaments  these  evils  would 
be  in  a  great  meai^ure  obviated.  Freed 
firom  a  perpetual  depend ance  on  their 
constituents,  representatives,  would  have 
fewer  temptations  to  surrender  their  prin- 
ciples, in  order  to  secure  the  ensuing  elec* 
tion :  while  the  length  of  time  between 
each  election,  would  allow  passion  to  cool» 
and  prejudice  to  loose  its  hold ;  would 
enable  electors  to  experience,  before  the 
next  return,  the  benefits  of  those  measures* 
which  at  first  their  ignorance  condemned ; 
and  would  thus  preserve  them  from  the 
pernicious,  and  degrading  mistake,  of  pre- 
ferring the  turbulent  adventurer  to  the 
enlightened  master  of  legislative  science. 
Triennial  parliaments  would  not,  indeed, 
bring  with  them  that  visionary  perfection 
which  no  human  institution  is  permitted  io-, 
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attain.  They  would  not  entirely  remove 
the  temptation  to  sacriiice  principle  at  the 
irhrine  of  prejudice,  nor,  in  every  instance, 
ensure  the  election  to  political  wisdom  ; 
but  they  seem  to  cnnstitute  the  middle 
path  between  two  destructiye  precipices ; 
to  be  the  only  means  of  avoiding,  on  one 
hand,  that  devotion  to  the  court,  which, 
when  pariianlents  are  septennial,  enables 
a  minister,  however  incapable  andcolr- 
rupt,  to  command  a  majority  in  the  House 
of  Commons;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  of 
shunning  that  excels  of  popular  influence 
which  would  exc  lude,  as  we  are  told  is  the 
case  in  America^  mtegrity  and  talent  from 
the  administration  of  public  affairs,  and 
return  to  the  legislature  whatever  passion 
or  prejudice  happened  to  be  the  epidemic 
of  the  day. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  haCve  stated,  as  clearly  afe  I 
am  able,  my  reasons  for  preferring  trien- 
nial parliaments.  Should  you  have  any 
thing  to  urge,  either  against  the  soundness 
ofth^  principles  I  have  assumed,  or  the 
justness  of  the  conclusions  I  have  drawn, 
your  objections  shall  be  w(  ighed  with  the 
patient  impartiality  nutiirarto  one  who  is 
solicitous  to  ascertain  the  truth,  and  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  unanimity 
of  sentiment  among  those  who  advocate 
reform. 

London,  *30lh  November,  1809. 


THE  EDINBURGH  REVIEW. 

Str, — ^You  and  your  Correspondents 
have  tVeated  an  article  in  one  of  the  late 
numbers  of  the  Edinburgh  Review  on  the 
subject  of  the  Reform  of  Parliament  with 
a  severity  not  more  than  it  apparently  de- 
serves. 1  am  convinced,  however,  that 
you  were  wrong  in  supposing  it  written  to 
serve  the  party  you  t  onceive  the  author  of 
that  woJ-k  to  be  attached  to.  I  believe  it 
to  contain  the  genuine  sentiments,  or  more 
properly  the  dreams,of  the  gentleman  who 
Wrote  the  article.  It  appears,  I  grant,  niost 
extraordinary  at  first  sight,  that  a  man  of 
education  and  abilities  ^and  such  the  writer 
certainly  is)  should  at  this  time,  lay  down 
«bch  positions  as.  That  the  government  of 
this  country  is  now  substantially  vested  in 
the  House  of  Commons ;  that  the  house  is 
composed  of  those  distinct  classes  suffi- 
ciently balanced  who  represent,  1.  The 
King,  or  the  executive  government,  2.  the 
Aristocracy,  and  3.  the  great  body  of 
the  people.  And  though  this  be  not  ac- 
cording to  the  original  principles  of  the 
<OMstitationv4HimcSi:2U.'^tt&  is  good  in 


those  principles  is  preserved  and  subsists, 
nay,  the  voice  of  all  ranks  of  the  comma- 
nity  is  now  heard  in  the  house  of  commons 
to  better  effect  than  accordmg  to  the  old 
way  of  keeping  the  several  branches  of  the 
legislature  distinct.  The  wonder,  that 
such  a  man  should  write  and  think  thus, 
censes,  when  we  reflect  that  one  may  hare 
had  the  best  education  and  possess  great 
abilities,  while  he  is  completely  ignorant  of 
what  is  passing  in  the  world.  It  is  im- 
possible that  any  man  of  honesty  and  com- 
mon sense,  who  had  paid  attention  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  house  of  commons  for 
the  last  ten  or  twenty  years,  could  have 
written  the  article  in  (question,  which  be- 
trays the  most  extreme  ignorance  and  self- 
conceit.  In  opposition  to  the  theory  be 
considers  lo  beautiful,  may  it  not  be  said, 
that  though  the  voice  of  the  people 
sounds,  it  is  not  listened  to,  and  is  often 
drowned.  It  is  strongly  suspected  (though 
our  theorist  seems  not  to  be  aware  of  it) 
that,  besides  his  three  classes,  there  is  a 
fourth,  and  not  the  least  numeroas,  which 
cares  neither  for  king  nor  lords  nor  peo- 
ple in  the  aggregate,  thinking  only  of 
themselves,  and  their  own  selfish  views; 
and  as  these  can  be  promoted  only  by 
the  ministers  for  the  time  being,  it  gives 
the  executive  government  a  preponderance 
which  sinks  the  party  of  the  people  to  no- 
thing. The  way  by  which  this  class  pro- 
cure access  to  the  house  is  very  apparent, 
and  the  first  object  of  the  reformers  is  to 
exclude  it.  Granting  that  there  is  such  a 
class,  the  Edinburgh  Reviewer  on  his  own 
principles  must  be  for  excluding  it.  In- 
stead, therefore,  of  a  fanciful  system,  the 
Reviewer  should  attend  to  facts,  but  that 
is  not  the  custom  of  fine  writers  like  him. 
How  destructive  of  his  fine  spun  work 
would  it  be  to  give  a  list  of  the  members 
of  the  house  of  Commons  who  voted  in  the 

case  of  the  Duke  of  York } But  you 

are  well  aware,  Mr.  Cobbett,  that  a  Review 
cannot  be  the  work  of  one  man  ;  and  that 
one  article  must  not  be  in  Hat  contradic- 
tion to  another ;  yet^  if  you  carefully  at- 
tend to  the  Edinburgh  Itieview,  1  believe 
you  will  discover  that  there  are  gentle- 
men concerned  in  it,  who  entertain  ver)' 
different  Sentiments  from  the  author  of 
the  article  you  have  commented  op,  with 
regard  to  the  house  of  commons.  In  the 
last  number,  is  an  article, on  the  Conduct 
of  the  War,  from  the  most  masterly  pen, 
and  lest  you  should  not  have  the  work  be- 
fore you,  I  beg  leave  to  transcribe  part  of 
the  conclusion,  belicvinj  you  will  ^gre* 
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with  me,  that  it  cannot  have  too  much  pab- 
licity  :  and,  therefore,  that  you  will  give 
this  a  place  in  a  work  so  universally  read 
as  your  Register. — After  stating  the  parti- 
culars of  our  famous  expeditions  to  Spain 
and  Walcheren  daring  the  present  year, 
the  writer  says:  "  After  ail  these  failures 
"  confessed,  the  only  excuse  of  ministers, 
**  the  only  attempt  they  make  to  regain 
^  the  confidence  of  the  people,  is  to  tell 
**  us,  '  That  the  king  ha^  reigned  fifty 
**  'years/  They  have  ruined  our  allies  ; 
**  they  hare  failed  in  every  plan;  they 
'^  have  brought  us  through  slaughter  and 
**  disgrace,  loaded  with  ignominy  and 
"  weighed  down  almost  with  intolerable 
"  burdens,  to  the  very  brink  of  destruction, 
**  but  '  the  kin^  is  old  and   has  reigned 

*'  *  half  a  century/ It  now  remains  to 

'*  be  seen  whether  that  parliament  which 
^  stands  in  no  need  of  reformation,  which 
**  speaks  the  sentiments  of  the  country, 
*'  which  is  a  fair  representation  of  the  peo- 
'*  pie  of  England,  w't\\  be  satisfied  with  this 
**  sei-ofF,  and  once  more  acquHthe  ministers. 
^'  We  cannot  anticipate  the  decision,  but 
'*  if  unhappily  every  measure  and  every 
*'  minister  should  again  be  covered  by  the 
*'  approbation  of  parliament,  then  we  ven- 
^  ture  to  predict,  not  that  the  government 
*^  is  acquitted,  but  that  parliament  stands 
^  condemned,  and  we  should  most  an- 
**  willingly  be  compelled  to  appear  in 
*'  the  foremost  ranks  of  those  who  acknow- 
"  ledge  that  they  are  convinced  and  con- 
''  verted.  It  is  needless  to  disguise  the 
*'  matter  ;  a  refusal  to  punish  the  authors 
'.*  of  our  misfortunes  can  only  mean  one  of 
"  two  things,  either  that  there  has  been  no 
^'  blame  incurred,  or  that  it  is  inexpedient 
<'  to  declare  it,  because  such  a  resolution 
•'  woald  drive  the  guilty  persons  from  thego- 
"  yernment.  In  the  one  case  the  parlia- 
•*  meot  will  shew,  that  it  is  not  the  repre- 
*»  sentative  of  the  country;  in  the  other, 
f*  we  shall  have  a  conclusive  proof  that 
«»  the  ministers  of  the  crown  are  immove- 
*r  able.  Responsibility  will  be  no  longer 
**  even  a  name,  and  the  peopU  will  thence- 
•'  forth  recognize  in  the  present  council  of 
**  the  nation,  not  the  guardian  of  their  in^ 
"  teresto,  and  the  champion  of  their  rights, 
*'  but  a  weH  contrived  instrument  of  tax- 
f  ation.  The  consequences  of  such  a  de- 
«»  cision  will  be  productive  of  incalculable 
•'  mischief;  it  will  complete  the  alienation 
"  of  the  country  from  the  government, 
f*  and  shame  away  the  boldest  defenders 

•'  of  the  present  system/' 1  am  yours, 
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SPECIAL  JURIES. 


Sir ;  As  every  topic  which  relates  to 
the  jurisprudence  of  this  country,  must  he 
regarded  of  serious  import,  I  should  feel 
myself  inexcusably  negligent,  were  1  to 
pass  over  lightly  any  tiling  a(Ii%  tint^  so 
interesting  a  subject  asTiial  hy  Jnrv  ;  I 
therefore  sit  down  to  answer  the  ob-jerva- 
tions  which  your  correspondent,  S.  has 
made  upon  my  letter  of  tlie  30  h  Septem- 
ber. Though  I  do  not  discern  any  argu- 
ment of  your  ingenious  corres(  ondent> 
which  at  all  inclines  me  to  alter  the  opi-' 
nion  I  had  formed  and  expressed  respect- 
ing the  present  organization  of  ^^pecial  Ju- 
ries, I  am  glad  the  discussion  has  lieen  re- 
newed, because  I  am  satisfied  that  nothing 
so  effectually  tends  to  the  correction  of  ' 
abuses,  ag  the  frequently  bringing  them 
under  public  consideration.  What  I  have 
stated  in  my  former  letter,  appears  to  me, 
and  I  think  I  shall  satisfy  your  correspond- 
ent, is  strictly  tenable.  In  insisting  that 
the  persons  composing  ordinary  Juries, 
are  not  of  the.  description  intended  for 
the  office  of  Special-Jurymen,  I  ought 
not,  and  I  trust  am  not  considered,  to  be 
aspersing  or  complaining  of  Common  Ju- 
ries ;  I  merely  wish  to  discuss  the  subject 
upon  principle,  and  upon  that  distinction 
which  I  contend  the  constitution  has 
pointed  out;  and  in  so  doing,  I  disclaim 
all  intention  of  maligning  any  class  of 
persons.  I  mention  this  to  prevent  an  un- 
fair prejudice  being  excited,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  understanding.  I  must  again 
premise,  that  firom  time  immemorial  it  had 
been  a  custom  in  this  country  to  try 
causes  of  nicety  before  a  select  tribunal, 
called  a  Special  Jary  ;  and  that  this  privi- 
lege, which  St  depended  upon  the  discre- 
tion of  judges  to  grant,  though  seldom  or 
never  refused,  was  by  an  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture given  to  the  subject  as  a  matter  of 
right,  and  that  it  is  therefore  a  part  of  the 
constitution,  that  every,  man,  who  so 
chooses,  shall  have  his  cause  tried  by  a 
Speeial  Jury.  The  expence  attending 
the  exercise  of  this  right,  inclmling  the 
sum  paid  to  the  jurymen  for  their'  attend* 
ance,  18,1  believe,  about  ten  pounds.  The 
question,  therefore,  to  be  solved,  is,  what 
class  of  persons  the  legislature  intended 
should  compose  a  Special  Jury ;  it  being 
perfectly  clear,  that  such  class  is  to  be 
contra-distinguished  from  the  persons  serv- 
ing on  Common  Juries.  Now,  Sir,  shop- 
keepers, among  others,  are  called  upon  to 
perform  the  Uinctions  of  ordinary  Jury- 
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men.  Will  your  correspondent  contend 
that  property  alone  will  qualify  ^  common 
Jury-man  for  discharging  the  office  of  a 
special-one ;  and  that  the  mere  adventi- 
tious circumstance  of  his  having  by  his 
own  industry,  or  the  liberality  of  otliers, 
acquired  a  freehold  estate  of  the  annual 
iFtlue  of  20/.,  creates  in  him  immediately 
all  the  necessary  qualifications  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  a  duty.  If  your  correspond- 
ent cannot  successtblly  so  contend,  then 
is  it  clear,  that  a  shopkeeper  v?ith  such  an 
appendage  of  property,  is  not  the  person 
qualified  for,  or  intended  to  be,  a  Special 
Jury-man.  Bat,  Sir,  if  this  questioii  could 
he  considered  still  probleioatica],  it  would 
ceaie  to  be  s;  when  it  is  remembered, 
that  Special  Jury-men  arc  denominated 
esquires,  and  that  a  tradesman  with  the 
before  mentioned  acqulreinent,  is  not  en- 
titled to  such  an  appellation.  We  are 
not  now  regarding  tbe  daily  abuse  of  ti- 
tles in  common  life,  but  an  esquire  ac- 
cording to  its  legal  import  and  defiuition. 
Thb  brings  me  to  tbe  position  which  I 
contended  for  in  my  former  letter,  viz., 
tbat  it  is  an  abuse  of  oiUce  ta  class  as 

Special  Jur^r-men,  such  persons  as  I  have 
read^  noticed:  and  I  repeat,  that  if 
sberifis  continue  such  a  msU-arrangement, 
^&  the  continuance  of  the  usage  of  their 
predecessors,  I  bold  it  to  be  an  imperious 
doty  in  them,  to  add.  to  the  names  of  tbe 
Jury,  tbeir  respective  trades,  and  the  places 
where  such  trades  are  carried  on.  If  such 
persons  are  to  fill  the  office  of  a  Special 
Jury,  it  is  a^t  least  fitting  that  every  man 
^lould  know  who  he  is  selecting  for  superior 
probity,  nicer  talents,  and  more  refined 
sentiments  of  honour  and  virtue,  should 
such  be  bis  object  in  choosing  such  a  tri- 
bunal. Your  correspondent  ol^jects,  Mr. 
Cobbett,  that  my  observations,  are  not 
well  founded,  and  that  1  have  not  consi- 
dered the  subject  deep  enough,  because, 
as  he  asserts,  the  trading  part  oF  the  com- 
munity is  by  far  tbe  most  enliglitened 
and  the  most  moral;  and  that  tlieir  ver- 
dict upon  all  occasions,  will  be  mor#  satis- 
factory than  the  verdict  of  siK;h  |>ersoDs, 
as  I  nave  conteaded  ought  to  be  sum- 
moned on  Special  Juries.  To  meet  the 
arguments  of  this  gentleman,  tbe  subject 
must  be  divided  into  two  branches;  the 
first,  comprehending  the  intention  of  the 
legislature  in  respect  of  tbe.  organization 
of  Special  Juries ;  and  the  second,  how 
fiu-  the  privilege  afiR>rded  the  subject, 
can  be  said  to  be  beneficial  to  kirn.  Upon 
tbt  first  division  of  tbe  subject  I  baye  al- 


ready  stated  my  sentiments  folly,  and  I 
should  hope  satisfactorily;  I  shall  now 
shortly  say  a  few  word^  upon  tbe  second. 
Your  correspondent  complains  of  tbe  de- 
pravity of  the  men  of  fortune  of  the  pre- 
sent day ;  and  he  contrasts  the  qualinca- 
tions  of  a  modern  gentleman^  with  those  eC 
a  man  formed  under  tbe  admirable  pre* 
cepu  of  Mr.  Locke,  as  given  in  his  Treatise 
on  Education.  I  lament,  Mr.  Cobbett^ 
equally  with  your  correspondent,  that  a 
finished  education,  and  the  manners  of  a 
gentleman,  shbuld  be  yielded  victims  te 
the  "  parade  and  pageantry  of  a  Whip-» 
Club,'^  and  "  tbe  attitude&ot  aBruiser/'  I 
exceedingly  lament.  Sir,  tbat  your  cone»« 
pendent,  in  such  language,  should  have  so 
pertinently  described  tbe  inglorioas  poi^ 
suits  of  tbe  age  ia  which  we  live;  be^ 
Mr.  Cobbett,  much  as  I  am  relacteoyy 
compelled  to  accede  to  tbe  censures  of 
your  correspondent,  I  cannot  go  along 
^  with  him  so  &r  as  to  imagine  for  an  instant, 
that  48  men  of  fortune  cannot  be  found  in 
so  populous  a  county  as  Middlesex,  or  in- 
deed in  any  other,  of  superior  educatkw, 
talents,  probity,  and  domestic  rirtues,  to 
so  many  shopkeepers.  I  cannot  for  one 
moment  imagine  this,  nor  do  1  think  tbe 
fact  will  at  all  bear  out  yom*  correspond^ 
ent  in  tbe  observation.  However  the 
habits  and  amusements  of  modem  life  may 
tend  to  corrupt  the  morals,  and  depreciate 
tbe  understanding,  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten, tbat  the  son  of  ar  man  of  fortsne 
has  at  least  the  ground -woi;k,  the  elementi 
of  an  education ;  which  it  is  the  lot  of 
very  few,  indeed,  of  the  inferior  classes  of 
society  to  possess :  It  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten, that  he  is,  in  his  early  life,  discipline' 
ed  under  masters  of  acknowledged  abili- 
ties, and  unsullied  virtue;  and  that  be  has 
instilled  into  him  from  the  earliest  pe- 
riod, by  the  perusal  of  scholastic  treatises, 
sentiments  both  honourable  and  liberal: 
that  be  has  at  least  a  foundation  laid,  upon 
which  to  raistia  most  admirable  and  fbisbed 
supeimtructure ;.  and  when  we  consider,  that 
it  IS  not  tbe  quality  of  human  nature  to  bs 
suddenly  and  easily  vitiated  ;  t^t "  nemo 


repentd  turpissimus;''  I  cannot  coincids 
in  the  sentiment,  which  would  .ezolsdeyis 
utility  of  a  Special  Jury,  and  contend  for 
so  valuable  an  institution  being. worse  thm 
obsolete,  on  the  sola  gMMind'of  there  being 
none  qualified  to  fill  the,  office.  For  these 
reasons.  Sir,  it  is  I  contend^  that  the  Tiial 
by  a  l^>ecial  Jury,  will  be  found,  in  many 
cases,  to  promote^  better  than  by  any 
other,  tbe  ends  of  justice;  aadthattbepe- 
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been   made  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
country,   had  oor  currency  been  of  the 
precious  metals,  or  bad  there  been  no  de- 
preciation of  paper.     At  this  moment  the 
exchange  is  getting  better,  but  this  must 
be  attributed  to  the  remittances  made  by 
the  Americans,  who  have  got  their  cargoes 
into  Tonningen,  and  so  to,  Hambtrrgh ;  of 
which   there  has  been  between  one  and 
two    hundred  saiJ.      Those  persons  who 
wish  the  national  debt  dissolved,  wiH  pro- 
bably  be   gratified,  if  the  present  state  of 
the  Banktn;^:  system  goes  on  several  years 
longer;  and  if  this  was  the  only  evil  to  be 
apprehended,  this  prospect  might  honestly 
be,  a  source  of  sincere  congratulation.    But 
it  must  be  remembered,  that  not  the  na- 
tion jI  debt  only  would  become  of  nominal 
value,  bur  the  circulating  medium,  the  re- 
pre'ientative  of  the  whole  wealth  of  the 
empire,  would  become  so;    it  could   no 
longer  perform  its  functions.    There  would 
be  no  substitute  ;  th^  precious  metals  are 
abroad,  and  can  only  be  recalled  by  the 
slow   operations  of  commerce.      In  the 
mean  time  we  have  an  enemy  thundering 
at  the  gates ;  he  has  nine  times  the  phy- 
sical strength  that  we  have.     We  are  be- 
come  his   only  enemy.      Ke    has    been 
watching  for  this  crisis.     He  knows  the 
destruction  of  this  country  is  the  only  way 
to  consolidate  the  present  order  of  things 
in  France ;   this  alone  will  give  perpetuity 
to  his  usurpation.     But  while  this  empire 
remains  iin impaired,    his   death    will   be 
the  sigpiial  for  another  revolution.     In  the 
distracted    state   of   the  finances  of  this 
country,   which   seems  to  be  threatened, 
all  his  energies  will  be  put  forth.     Con- 
'      fidence    among    ourselves,  how  could   it 
continue  ?     The  body-politic   in   a  con- 
vulsion,  without  nerves !  and  more  than 
this,  I  leave  for  the  imagination  of  your 
readers. — ^The    declension  of    our  com- 
merce abroad  has   been  cei-tain,  but  the 
depreciation  .of   our  currency  has  been 
greater ;     and,    therefore    the    nominal 
amount  of  the   revenues  have  encreased, 
while  the  real  value  has  diminished.    The 
government  and  the  nations  are    under 
this  delusion,  they   think  we  are    pros- 
pering   while   we   are    declining.     It  is 
analogous  to   the    patient  under  a  con- 
sumption, he   believes,   till   the  moment 
of  his  death,   he   is    getting   better   and 
better.     While  every  mail  brings  us  ac- 
counts of  new  obstructions  to  our  com- 
merce, the   government  certainly   ought 
to  second  the  drawing  in  of  so  much  of 
it  (since  there  are  new  hazards  to  its  ex- 


tension,) as  will  place  our  national  wealth 
upon  its  surest  possible  basis,  which  can 
only  be  done  by  subsiituting  ihe  precious 
metals  for  the  present  currtncy;  This 
brings  me  to  the  last  consideration,  thC' 
remedy  to  be  applied  to  hear  the  present 
evils  ;  or  rather  the  mode  best  adapted 
to  restore  to  the  country  the  precious 
medals,  or  to  make  paper  have  the  true 
representation  of  them. — To  expect  to 
abolish  the  monopoly  of  Banking,  and  to 
have  established  a  regular  competition  in 
incorporated  companies,  is  certainly  ab- 
surd to  calculate  upon  ;  nor  do  i  know, 
since  the  competition  is  already  very 
great  from  the  unincorporated  compa- 
nies, which  must  be  nearly  as'  efRcient, 
that  It  is  indispensable.  Indeed  I  think 
it  is  not.— It  is  evident,  that  as  the  pre- 
cious metals  are  banished  abroad,  should 
Parliament  pass  an  act  obliging  the  Bank 
of  England  to  answer  their  notes  with 
specie,  it  would  be  altogether  impossible 
for  the  Bank  to  comply.  To  oblige  thf  m, 
and  all  other  Banksv  to  curtail  their  emis- 
sions, would  be  a  l*w,  that  might  so  easily 
be  evaded  and  so  di6Qycult  to  enforce,  that 
this  likewise  would  be  inoperative ;  nor 
if  it  could  be  enforced,  would  it  probably 
answer  the  purpose  of  recalling  the  pre-, 
cious  metals  into  the  country.  The  only 
judicious  remedy  then,  is  to  prescribe  by 
act  of  parliament,  the  circulation  first  of 
notes  ot  certain  descriptions.  It  must  not 
be  by  obliging  the  Banks  to  call  in  their 
largest  notes  ;  for  this  would  be  making 
way  only  for  those  of  other  denominations. 
But  it  could  not  be  so,  if  it  were  enacted 
that  first  one  pound  notes  and  undej: 
should  no  longer  circulate  ;  for  then,  that 
part  of  the  currency  which  is  now  of  ne- 
cessity filled  with  notes  of  this  descrip- 
tion, must  of  necessity  be  filled  with 
specie.  It  is  very  probable  that  half  the 
money  in  circulation  is  money  of  this  de- 
nomination ;  but  no  doubt  a  great  part  of 
it  acts  in  the  office  of  notes  of  a  higher 
denomination ;  of  course  notes  of  a  higher 
denomination  would  be  immediately  is- 
sued, to  fill  the  void  occasioned  by  draw- 
ing away  the  one  pound  notes ;  but  for 
all  that  sum  which  circulates  of  neces- 
sity in  the  office  of  one  pound  notes,  must 
t>e,  could  only  be  supplied  by  specie:  and 
no  doubt  this  sum  is  immense,  probably  it 
may  be  one  quarter  of  the  whole  circula- 
tion. The  Banks  would  be  compelled  to 
curtail  their  discounts,  to  answer  for  the  oue 
pound  notes  flowing  in  upon  them.  The 
merchants  would  certainly  be  distresst4 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MS] 


POLITICAL  SEGlStm^Ptftr  Motny. 


[944 


for  money ;  but  this,  is  the  gentlest  -  re- 
medy the  diaeftse  admits  of;  and  perhaps 
it  would  be  necessary  for  the  government 
to  stand  and  aid  the  Bank  with  new 
coined  guineas  to  relieve  the  pressure  ; 
and  in  doing  this  they  would  hafe  no 
cause  to  fear  the  guineas  would  be  sent 
abroad,  for  they  would  instantly  be  absorb- 
ed into  the  circulation  to  take  the  place 
•f  the  one  pound  notes ;  from  which  it  will 
he  difficult,  nay  impossible  to  draw  them. 
After  the  community  bad  recovered  a  little 
from  this  distress,  which  might  perhaps 
be  3  or  4  months;  then  let  the  act 
proscribe  two  pound  not^s  in  li^e  manner ; 
'again,  after  a  suitable  season,  three  pound 
notes ;  then  four,  and  so  on  to  at  least 
twenty^five  pound  notes,  and  all  between 
these  and  fifiy.  &e.  &c.  So  that  there 
must  be  restored  to  the  circulation  all  the 
•pecie  necessary  to  make  exchanges  with 
under  twenty -fiVe  pound  notes,  it  would 
probably  take  tWeWe  months,  with  suc- 
cessful foreign  commerce,  to  relieve  this 
absorption  cf  so  much  of  the  real,  for  the 
factitious,  wealth  of  tljis  country.  After 
this  quantity  of  specie  got  into  circulation, 
no  doubt  the  Bank  of  England  would  find 
no  difficulty  io  answering  with  specie  all 
the  demands  that  would  be  made  upon 
them;  and  oonseqnently  all  other  Banks 
could  do  IO  too.  When,  therefore,  they 
should  b^  obliged  to  re?;urae  their  linswer- 
ing  »n  deoiaods  in  this  Uray,  thepe  would 
then  be  uo  drflference^beivisBen  ^e.  ^^ 
of  puper  and  bullion,-  becau^.  imUion 
could  instantly  be  realized  foir  it.  The 
exchange  between  London  and  Hamburgh 
would  without  doubt  be  in  favour  of  Eng- 
land. This  then,  in  time  of  peace,  would 
be  a  happy  state  of  the  currency  of  the 
country.  It  might  with  great  safety  rest 
here.  But  a  country  so  wealthy  as  this, 
and  so  frequently  at  war,  twght  to  huve 
no  paper  circulation.  The  immense  de^ 
mand  for  specie  to  support  foreign  expe- 
ditions, will  occasionally  cause  paper  cre- 
dit to  vibrate,  and  sometimes  weaicen  it; 
but  if  there  were  tio  paper  in  circulation, 
of  course  all  the  revenues  of  the  country, 
would  be  received  in  specie,  and  the  go- 
vernment in  consequence  would  find  no 
embarrassment  in  collecting  what  would 
be  wsinted  to  support  these  expedition*!, 
and  the  banks  would  feel  nothing  of  them. 
Is  not  this  a  most  desirable  state  of  things? 
Is  it  not,  in  these  evil  times,  the  first  obli- 
gation of  the  Government  thus  to  consoli- 
date the  national  wealth  ?  The  energies  of 
the  country  could  not  then  be  shaken.    It 


is  true  it  could  only  be  done  by  dimi- 
ntsfaing  in  a  Hke  degree,  the  active  capital 
of  the  country  ;  but  what  would  be  kwtte 
commerce  would  be  of  small  considera- 
tion, when  compared  to  the  greater  addi- 
tional security  and  strength  the  coontry 
would  derive  from  it.  If  this  remedy  be 
not  pursued,  it  needs  no  gireat  penpicoihr 
to  see  that  the  present  currency  must  suf- 
fer a  continued  depreciation,  and  wh|it  is 
lost  by  depreciation  must  be  supplied  by 
additional  emissions  until  »♦*«**♦ 
«  «  #  ]  iia^e  extended  these  obeorvations 
much  beyond  my  intention  when  I  c<aft- 
menced.  A  great  deal  yet  remains  to  be 
said;  but  1  snail  suspend  them«  at  least 
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.  Sia ;  Your  correspondent  W.  F.  S.  ap» 
pears  to  me  to  object,  on  just  grounds,  to 
Mr.  Bernard's  inference,  that  ''  Bank 
Notes  are  depreciated,  because  Guineas 
will  pass  for  a  greater  value  on  the  conti* 
nent  than  they  do  here.^  After,  however, 
prembing  that  I  also  am  but  a  Tyro,  aad 
shall  be  open  to  conviction,  he  will  excuee 
me  if  I  cannot  at  present  coincide  with  btm 
in  all  his  ideas  respecting  a  circulating 
medium.-*It  will  be  admitted,  that  this 
medium,  in  all  countries,  consist^  of  maie* 
rials  intrinsi^^  of  little  valiie«  aMi«l»» 
likely  to  be  largely  4^^^^^^  l|)yihe  ^<^ 
ters  from  a  use  wli^rein  their  relative  viloe 
4s  so  great.  An  increase  or  din)iuutio«  of 
the  currency  must  therefore  aUvays  atiect 
the  nominal  value  of  every  article  of  cotn* 
merce. ,  Its  increase  will  be  attended,  or 
soon  followed,  by  an  advanced  price  of 
commodities ;  its  diminution  by  a  reduced 
price.  But  where  this  is  confined  tei  a 
particular  state,  both  cause  and  efiect  wiH 
be  of  short  duration  :  for  such  part  of  the 
circulatiOg  medium  of  a  country,  as  is  in 
equal  use  with  neighE>ouring  states,  wiU> 
in  the  former  instance,  soon  find  its  way 
into  those  states,  where  it  will  now  p«^ 
chase  a  greater  quantity  of  the  produce  of 
-the  soil  and  of  industry,  than  in  that 
whence  it  conies,  till  each  state  has  a' 
share  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  cur- 
rency of  all,  proportioned  to  its  share  of 
the  whole  produce ;  on  the  other  hand, 
where  the  circulating  medium  is  diminiflh* 
ed,  there  will  be  an  influx  of  the  pcecious 
metals,  as  they  are  called,  or  of  whatever 
may  be  the  general  oommercial  mediom 
firom  abroad,  till  the  same  equal  distribv* 
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tion  has  been  efiEected.  A  part  of  the  cir- 
colatiDg  medium  of  a  comfuercial  state 
ought  to  be  of  a  native  common  with 
that  of  the  coontri^  with  whi<:b  4t  trades, 
not  only  on  account  of  the  facilities  there- 
by afibrded  to  its  foreign  traffic  generally, 
but  because  many  yaluable  branches  of 
such  traffic  cpnnot  be  carried  /on  without 
it  at  all.  Were  such  a  state  so  imprudent 
asy  at  any  tiqie,  to  increase  that  part  of  ito 
currency,  bearing  credit  exclusiveiy  at 
home,  till  it  became  alone  equal  to  its 
just  proportion  of  the  general  currency  of 
the  great  commercial  republic  ;  the  con- 
sequences would  doubtless  be  the  total  dis- 
appearance of  the  specie  of  that  state,  and 
a  dangerous  blow  to  the  prosperity  of  its 
foreign  trade ;  for  it  is  evident,  from  what 
has  before  been  said,  that  the  merchandize 
hitherto  procured  only  in  exchange  lor 
the  precious  metals,  will  no  longer  be 
withm  its  reach  at  all  by  a  direct  trade, 
whilst  its  general  fbreign  coa^merc6  wi-il 
lie  under  great  disadvantliges.  But  were 
its  Paper  Currency  further  increased,  the 
evil  consequences  would  be  incalculable. 
All  its  manufactures  and  its  natural  pro- 
duce necessarily  rising  in  nominal  value 
with  the  increased  currency,  and  then 
people,  with  equal  ingenuity  and  industry' 
•lid  equal  advantages  sf  cliioate  and  sed, 
wiU  bt  enabled  to  underseH  it  in  every 
artide-'Ttot  tW  exctosivc  produce  of  its 
#un>  fc^rritory ;  and  wiH  ci^mttnuc  to  do  sj, 
till  ihQ  superfluity  of  its  Paper  Currency 
is  witbdraiKrn  from  icircillatiain*  Indivie- 
duais,  indeed,  mighthenefit  by  the'misfar^ 
tuneis  of  th«  community  in  this  case  as 
well  as  in  ot^r*ii  'The  banker,  i  suppose, 
first;  next  the  farmer  at v a<;krrent,  who 
would  now  pay  his  rent  with  a  s<nailer 
proportion  of  his  produce,  and  his  smith's, 
wheelwright's,  and  draper's  bills  with  the 
same  proportion  as  before :  in  a  less  ^e^ 
gree  lessees  generally.  But  .the  lessor, 
the  annuitant,  the  metehant,  and^  above 
all,  the  manufacturer,  would  sufier  severely 
or  be.  totally  ruined  ;  and  with  them  the 
revenues  of  the  state.  On  the  other  hand, 
were  there  a  great-  and  undue  diminution 
of  the  currency,  the.  chief  soiierers  in  the 
former  case,  would  in  this,  generally,  be- 
come opulent,  but  with  very  great  distress 
to  the  rest  of  the  people.  The  evil  from 
this  cause  would,  however^  commonly  soon 
work  ite  own  cure ;  hut  it  mighl  not  air 
ways  da  so.  For  instance,  in  the  case  of 
targe  loans  or  subsidies  to  foreign. powers, 
mi  of  extensive  eipeditioi«s>  were  the 
whoto  w  ev^n  a  large  past  of  the  s^eie 


required  i^ised  out  of  the  circulating  cmr 
rency,  not  only  woukl  so  great  and  sudden 
a  reduction  of  the  currency  cause  embar* 
rassment  and  distress  to  the  people,  but 
soon,  (through,  their  inability  to  pay  the 
taxes),  iu  all  probability  to  the  government' 
also.  And  this  evil  might  be  lasting  :  for 
War,  that  caused  it,  is  likely  to  impede  its 
cure.  With  us  this  evil  is  obviated  by  a 
chartered  Bank,  wherein  is  deposited  the 
superfluous  currency,  and  whence  on  emer* 
gency  it  is  drawn  for  thc»  service  of  the 
state;  the  revenues  being  pledged  to  the 
Bank  proprietors  for  the  due  payment  of 
the  interest,  and  the  privilege  of-  keeping 
in  circulation,  as  a  legal  subsiiiute  for  the 
coin  of  the  state,  an  untaxed  paper  cur- 
rency to  a  certain  amount,  being  also 
granted  them  in  return  for  the  occasional 
accommodation,  and  the  better  to  enable 
them  to  coniiaue  it. — The  present  cocidrtion 
of  our  commerce  gives  no  cause  for  aj>pre<* 
hension  that  ahe  paper  currency  of  this 
country  has  yet  reached  a  very  dangerous 
exient ;  and  it  is  to  be  h(»ped  that  our 
legislature  has  still  virtue  Miid  wisdom 
enough  leil  to  prevent  its  duitig  su  :.  but 
I  cannot  help  observing  that  I  know  of  no' 
law  for  liraitiog  the  issue  of  Coof\try-l'  '«nk 
Notes,  and  that  this  subject  seems  Kf  merit 
peculiar  attention.— So  much  for  a  circu- 
lating naedium  in  general ;  now  lisr  the 
propc\{|;ional  ^alue  of  goU  lo  si  ver— of 
a  go i IK' a  to  H  shilling — a  question  of  com- 
paratively sqsntll  impoctaU(pe.  Were  c^iq 
all<f\ved  to  be  freely  exported,  the  conse« 
qutiiee  would  he  that  at  home,  where  the 
laws  (and  wisely)  have  fixed  their  rela^* 
tive  value,  we  shuaid  have  a  greater  pro* 
portion  of  gold.thsn  of  silver  in  circula* 
tion,  when  the  relative  value  of  gold  to 
silver  is  higher  here  than  abroad  ;  and  a 
greater  proportion  of  sUver  when  the  rela^ 
tive  value  of  silver  is  higher.  In  other 
words ;  when  our  neighbours  on* the  Con<^ 
tinent  would  give  us  two  or  three  and  twen«- 
ty  shillings  for  a  guinea,  we  should  export 
gold  and  import  silver;  would  they  return 
us  our  guineas  at  the  price  of  nineteen  or 
twenty  shillings  each,  we  should  export 
silver  and  import  gold  ;  till  in  either  in* 
stance  the  currency  of  the  country  ooi^ 
sisted  of  a  much  greater  proportion  of  one 
metal  and  a  less  of  the  other,  or  possibly 
of  one  of  them  excludively.  Part  of  thte 
exported  coin  will  in  each  case  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  merchandize  of  iatriuaie 
value;  such  application  naturally  arissag 
from  the  superfluity  cauied  by  tWe  advaib- 
tageous  exchange.    Tkia  should  ietia  l» 
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be  a  real  benefit  to  a  country,  and  with 
certain  regulations   to  the  traffic    it  un- 
doubtedly would  be  so:  but  the  exporta- 
tion   of  gold   and  silver  uncoined  shouki 
alone  be  permitted,  ahd  our  own  coin  the 
only  coin  admitted  as  a  legal  tender  at 
borne,  for  the  currency  of  the  country  wooJd 
otherwise  very  soon  consist  of  an  almost 
endless  variety  of  foreign  coins,  mixt  with 
and  perhaps  almost  superseding  our  own; 
whereby  our  domestic  trade  would  sutler 
considerable  embarrassment     Oar  legis- 
lature has  accordmgly  attached  severe  pe- 
nalties to  th^  exportation  of  coin,  and  has 
moreover   endeavoured    to    prevent     the 
temptation,  by  making  its  standard,  as  to 
weight  and  purity,  something  inferior  to 
the  quantity  and  quality  that  each  coin 
will,  on  the  average  of  the  market  for  se- 
veral years,  purchase  in  the  same  metal. 
A  crown  wi.l   generally  purchase  more 
than  its  weight  in  silver — a  guinea  more 
than  its  weight  in  gold  of  equal   fineness 
with   itself  respectively.     But  this  latter 
measure  cannot  be  carried  to  an  extent 
that  will  guard  against  every  variety  of 
the  market  without  holding  out  too  great 
temptation  for  a  fraudulent  imitation  of 
the  coin ;  the  laws  against  its  exportation 
are  consequently  not  thereby   rendered 
imnecessary  ;    so   far  from    it  that  both 
precautions  jointly  at  times  prove  insudi- 
cient. — Possibly  it  may  b^  asked:  how 
then  is  a  coinage  attended  with    loss  to 
governments  ?  I  answer :  not  in  the  ex- 
change of  gold  and  silver  coin>  for  their 
uncoined  materials:  but  in  that  of  new 
coin  for  old  of  the  same  denominations, 
and  in  equal  numbers  ;  which  is  occasion- 
ally rendered  necessary  by  the  reduction 
in  weight  of  the  old  coin,  through  use«  and 
the  consequent  temptation  for  fraudulent 
imitations.     It  may  not  be  amiss  to  make 
a  few    observations    respecting   forgery, 
whether  of  the  com  or  paper  of  a  state, 
though  this  is  not  strictly  the  proper  place. 
First,  of  coin.    The  circulation  of  false  coin 
would  in  the  first  place,  impede  traffic  by 
the  attention  necessary  from  individuals 
to  the  examination  of  the  specie  offered  to 
them  in  the  course  of  business :  ^at,  were 
the  circulation  of  base  coin  to    become 
▼ery  extensive,  it  would,  in  addition  to-this 
evil,  be  attended  with  all  the  fatal  conse- 
quences above  enumerated  in  speaking  of 
a  superfluity  in  the  paper  currency,  wilh- 
'out  the  temporary  accommodation  which 
the  state  might  have  experienced  by  an' 
increased  issue  of  its  own  paper.    A  re- 
medy ibr  thia  can  only  be  found  in  the 


detection  of  the  False  cbin  and  the  with- 
drawing  it  from  circulation :  a  raeasura 
attended,  perhaps,  with  the  ruin  of  many 
innocent-individMals,  but  with  unqualified 
advantage  to  the  state,  which  is  under  no 
obligation  to  remunerate  them  for  their 
loss,  llie  same  observations  will  apply 
yet  more  forcibly  to  the  forgery  of  state 
paper,  but  in  this  case,  as  the  temptation 
is  greater  on  account  of  the  worthlessneas 
of  the  materials,  it  becomes  a  duty  of 
every  government  to  render  the  imitation 

proportionably  more  difficult. 1  am. 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant,  Z. 

Near  Peterborcmgh,  19/A,  Nov.  1809. 

Mr.   Canning's  Statement. — (Concluded 
/romp,  «64j 

Of  the  extent  to  which  this  K^f-ioiposed 
restriction  appears  to  have  gone,  I  had  not 
any  suspicion.  I  knew  indeed  thai  yoar 
Lprdship  had  stipulated  to  keep  the  time 
of  the  disclosure  to  Lord  Castlereagh  in 
your  own  hands;  but  subsequently  to  roy 
b^ing  made  acquainted  with  that  stipula- 
tion, i  had  received  the  assurances,  which 
I  have  already  described,^  on  behalf  of 
"  Lord  Castlereagh's  friends;"  and  had 
relied  upon  those  assurances. 

It  was  not  till  the  (Jth  of  September  that 
I  learnt  that  those  assurances  had  not 
been  carried  into  elTect.  It  was  not  tdl 
the  19th  of  September  that  I  learnt  that 
your  Lordship  had  been  no  party  to  them. 
Then  indeed  I  learnt  that  your  Lordship 
had  not  only  "  ma  engaged"  to  make  the 
communication  previously  to  the  "  issue 
of  the  Expedition  being  known  here" — 
but  that  in  July  you  had  "  stated  to  one  of 
our  Colleagues,"  (not  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land)— "  who  was  urging  an  earlier  commmi' 
cation,"  that  the  *' time  of  communication, 
**  ^  far  as  you  were  concerned,  was  for 
"  you  to  decide ;  but  that  no  one  had  a 
**  right  to  say  you  did  not  perform  that 
"  part  in  the  transaction  in  which  yiM 
"  were  concerned,  if  you  did  not  open  your 
'*  lips  to  Lord  Castlereagh  brfore  the  issue  qf 
"  the  Expedition  wfu  knwm  here.** 

This  information  I  received  from  your 
Lordship,  in  a  letter  dated  the  19th  of 
September.  It  was  then  perfectly  new  to 
me.     .   , 

I  leave  your  Lordship  to  judge  what  must 
have  been  ray  surprise,  when,  after  receiv- 
ing from  your  Lordship,  on  the  evening  of 
the  J  9th  of  September,  this  frank  avowal  of 
the  real  origin  of  the  concealment  main- 
tained, during  this  latter  and  moit  import* 
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sent  omnination  m  not  according  to  tha 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  but  defeats  every 
useful  puipose  for  which  a  Special  Jory  is 
chosen.  I  do  not.  Sir,  impute  any  thing 
interested  in  the  observati<»n8  of  your  cor- 
respondent, and  I  am  persuaded  an  equal 
degree  of  ingenuousness  will  preclude 
him  irom  enterraining  such  an  opinion  of 
«ine.    I  am.  Sir,  Sec,  W.  F.  S. 

Lmcoin's  Imh  Nov.  30. 


DECEMBER  16,  iS09.~0n  Bankit^. 
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Sir;  I  make  no  apology  in  addressii^ 
you  upon  this  subject,  because  I  know  it 
is  exceedingly  interesting  to  you,  and  to 
the  public.  To  reach  their  eyes,  the 
Weekly  Register  is  probably  the  best 
-Aiedium*  I  d^all  be  very  concise,  although 
the  consequences  of  this  system  requires 
great  amplification  and  illustration.  I 
shall  state  the  advantages,  the  disadvan* 
tages,  and  how  the  present  evils  of  it  may 
be  remedied.— L  The  first  and  greatest 
advantage  is  the  substitution  of  a  paper 
nediom  for  one  of  gold  and  silver ;  a  very 
cheap  instrument  for  a  very  costly  one. 
iThe  substitution  of  paper  for  the  precious 
metals,  when  Banks  are  under  proper  re- 
gulations, does  not  add  to  the  amount  of 
money  in  circulation,  but  acts  altogether 
as  a  substitute  for  gold  and  silver,  and  is 
Bot  super-added  to  what  previously  was 
in  circulation.  By  this  substitution  the 
precious  metals  have  become  useless,  as 
an  instrument  of  circulation  at  home,  and 
are  therefore  sent  abroad  as  an  article  of 
merchandize ;  and>  in  returns,  are  added 
to  the  active  capital  of  the  country.  This, 
no  doubt,  constitutes  no  small  part  of  the 
national  wealth.  This  accession,  however, 
of  active  capital,  through  the  exportation 
of  specie,  has  been  pushed  too  far.  The 
security  of  the  paper  is  lessened  by  it ; 
but  the  evil  is  capable  of  a  remedy,  as  1 

shftll  shew  bereaitec ll.  The  second 

advantage  arising  from  this' system  b,  that 
jodustry  and  commerce  is  greatly  pro- 
moted, both  by  the  Bank  of  £agland  and 
tiie  unincorporAted  Banks»  by  making  ju- 
dicious loans  to  deserving  men,  who  some- 
times, with  little  or  no  capital,  have,  by  a 
proper  use  of  such  credits,  advanced  their 
nfwn,  and  the  national  wealth.  It  b  owing 
~So  this  advantage,  in  conjunction  with  the 
l^eceding,  that  Im  enabled  the  merchants 
of  tho  United  States  to  extend  their  com- 
iiier€e,.>and  acquire  that  wealth,  which 
they  so  saddenlv  have  dose ;  and  not,  as 
Uie  author  oif  «  War  in  Disguise"  attributu 


it,  to  the  covering  of  neutral  property.— 
III.  A  third  advantage,  which  is  practised 
in  Scotland,  and  probably  by  most  of  the 
unincorporated  Banks  in  England,  is  the 
allowance  of  interest  on  deposits.  This 
enables  the  merchant  to  do  more  business, 
as  well  as  the  Banks,  because  they,  by 
this  mean.^,  receive  greater  deposits ;  and 
the  expence  of  the  merchant  being  less, 
he  can  afford  to  extend  his  trade ;  he  need 
not  keep  money  by  him  unemployed  to 
answeroccasional  demands.— IV.  Under 
judicious  regulations,  a  fourth  advantage, 
to  this  system  arises  by  permitting  a  free 
competition,  with  the  same  advantages  to 
all.  By  a  free  competition,  greater  secu- 
rity is  given  to  ajl ;  for  no  one  will  then 
be  able  to  extend  their  notes  in  circulation 
out  of  a  proper  proportion  to  their  capital. 
Whereas,  if  the  whole  business  were  con- 
fined to  one  institution,  that  institution,- 
with  a  small  capital,  might  fill  the  whole 
circulation;  and  if,  in  addition  to  that, 
parliament  makes  a  statute,  which  enables 
this  institution  to  dispense  witli  answering 
their  notes  with  the  precious  metals,*  it 
can  do  the  whole  business  with  no  capital 
at  all;  and,  consequently,  with  no  security 

at  all. ^The  disadvantages  of  the  Bank-* 

ing  system  are :  I.  That  when  Banks  are 
unrestrained  in  the  emission  of  notes  of  all 
descriptions,  they  will  necessarily  banish 
all  the  pre  cious  metals  from  circulation  ; 
and  becoming  useless  for  that  purpose,  are 
sent  abroad.  This  is  the  cause  of  the 
embarrassment  the  country  now  suffers 
under  from  these  institutions ;  it  is  the  cause 
of  the  depreciation  of  the  circuiting  me^ 
dium ;  there  is  not  specie  enough  to  answer 
occasional  demands. II.  A  second  dis- 
advantage is,  that  when  Banks  are  under 
even  the  best  regulations,  the  paper  me- 
dium cannot,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be 
so  perfectly  secure  as  the  precious  metals; 
the  effect  being  to  banish  them,  thev  can- 
not instantaneously  be  recalled,  fo  do 
this,  it  is  necessary  to  wait  the  slow  ope- 
ration of  commerce.  A  country,  by  want- 
ing this  security,  mi^Bt  suiler  infinitely 
more  than  the  acquisition  of  active  capital 
has  been  of  advantage.  The  idea  of  pre- 
venting the  exportation  of  specie  by  sta- 
tute is  perfectly  absurd  and  impossible, 
and  unworthy  of  an  enlightened  legisla^ 

tore. III.   In  time  of  war  especially 

every  wise  government  ought  to  nave  its 
virealtli  and  credit  and  the  property  of 
every  individual  supported  by  the  best 
possible  basis;  and  undoubtedly  a  oatioa 
so  very  wealthy  as  this  soentry  ought  to 
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h\vv  none  other  than  a  gold  nnd  silver  cir- 
cuhiting  meiiium,  even  in  time!*  of  peace. 
Ir  ;<  a  i/)')jt'ct  of*  the  firsi  consequence  to 
cO!isoii''ate  its  weilih  ;  to  be  prepaied  to 
m^'el  t  vf-nis,  esp<cial.y  in  time  ot  war ;  to 
prnvpot  rtuciuaii  >  li  in  exchanges;  and, 
indftnl,  to  given  stahle  price  to  every  arti- 

trcle  or  ex  h  Hj^e,  of  commerce. The 

def»recifi»ion  of  the  circulating  medium 
may  be  daied  tro.n  th-^  time  the  Bank  of 
England  \va>  dispensed  from  the  payment 
of  s|>ecie  for  heir  notes  ;  trom  that  mo- 
ment the  ilrriinc  has  in. leed  been  slow  but 
certain.  'I  his  was  done  in  the  adminis- 
tration ot  iVlr.  Pitt,  and  was  equally  a 
proof  of  the  temerity  and  ignorance  of  that 
minister  in  this  branch  of  political  oeco- 
nomy  Th  it  crisis  was  brought  on"  by 
the  Bank's  issuing  too  nnK-l.  paper,  and 
the  moht  obvii>us  of  all  remedies  was  to 
oblige  them  to  call  a  part  of  it  in  again, 
an. I  to  ^^^train  certain  notes  from  being 
auain  issued.  To  remedy  the  eviis  of  the 
present  circulating  medium  is  certainly 
possible,  and  very  important ;  for,  unless 
a  remedy  is  applied,  it  is  difficult  to  per- 
ceive how  the  credit  of  Bank  paper,  or 
that  of  the  nation,  can  be  supported.  I 
w.ll  not  say  it  is  not  possible  ;  but  I  am 
morh  mistaken  if  that  of  the  nation  is  not 
now  supported  by  tfie  Sinking  Fund.  In 
proporiion  ro  the  depreciation  of  paper 
v,i\  It  the  ifici  case  of  emission,  until  the 
dtpreciatibn  will  be  as  great  as  that  of 
Dtnmark,  Austria,  Prul^ia,  and  Russia, 
and  wi.l  end  ns  they  will  probably  end  r 
the  immediate  cause  of  their  depreciation, 
is  the  overflowing  the  circulation,  without 
there  being  provided  any  means  of  re- 
deeming any  part  of  it,  as  is  the  case  in 
this  country  with  the  Banks ;  and  when 
our  government  redet  ms  any  part  of  its 
debt,  it  is  allogeher  impossible  to  realize 
it  in  specie.  It  is  worthy  of  remark^  in 
this  place,  that  the  government  of  France 
sees  the  errc»rs  of  its  neighbours,  takes  ad- 
vantage of  them,  and  avoids  them.  That 
government  appears  to  possess  all  the  in- 
telligence, and  all  the  wickedness,  of  all 
the  i;overnments  that  have  ever  existed. 
It  Jias  never  been  remarked  by  our  states- 
men, but  undoubtedly  one  of  the  principal 
causes  of  the  success  of  the  French  arms, 
has  been  the  wretched  state  of  the  circu- 
lating medium  of  those  nations  which 
France  lias  combatted.  Paper,  to  any 
amount,  is  issued  to  supply  the  necessities 
of  their  governments;  no  method  arranged 
for  its  redemption,  or  to  controul  its  depre- 
tiation.  The  fieuth  of  their  govemmenU  is 
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sufficient,  in  time  of  peace,  to  give  it  some 


value.  A  war  with  France  is  threatened  ; 
to  prep'^re  for  this  event,  great  issues  are 
nebessary.  A  battle  ensues,  and,  as  has 
been  commonly  the  case,  the  arms  of 
France  bear  off  the  victory.  Immediately 
the  credit  of  the  circulating  medium  is 
nearly  destroyed;  gold  and  silver  arc  ba- 
nished; the  revenues  and  Joans  and  re- 
sources of  the  country  being  payable  oirfy 
in  this  paper,  i»  of  no  value.  The  govern- 
ment consequently  cannot  raUy  its  army  ; 
they  have  no  supplies,  or  it  rallied,  so 
fcehly  is  it  done,  that  it  is,only  to  be  de- 
feated again.  It  was  so,  this  present  year, 
with  Austria.  It  was  so,  in  1806,  with 
Prussia;  the  Obligations  of  that  gorem- 
ment  fell  90  per  cent,  under  par  after  the 
battle  of  Jenna.  The  currency  of  Den- 
mark is  now  75  per  cent,  below  par;  the 
French,  in  a  single  battle,  would  overUirow 
that  monarchy.  In  Russia,  an  empire 
whose  natural  resources  are  second  to 
none  on  earth,  the  silver  ruble  is  worth 
three  paper  ones  of  the  same  nominal 
amount;  and  scarce  a  silver  one  to  be 
seen.  In  18  months,  in  all  probability, 
the  paper  ones  will  be  worth  nothing; 
and  when  they  are  so.  Napoleon  will  soon 
seek  an  apology  for  war  with  Alexander  ; 
and  Russia  is  found  without  resources. 
Alexander  is  sent  to  Moscow.  The  gqAern-. 
ment  of  that  country  appear  to  be  too  ig- 
norant to  see  the  evil,  or,  at  any  rate,  to 
ren^y  it;  and  probably,  if  they  had  the 
wisdom  to  do  it.  Napoleon  would  enjoin  a 
different  project.  Amidst  this  wretched 
state  of  the  currency  of  the  Continent, 
France  and  Holland  have  theirs  of  the 
precious  metals ;  subject  to  no  mismanage- 
ment or  depreciation.  Will  not  £ngland 
take  warning  of  her  neighbours  ?  Is  not 
this  a  lesson  for  our  gorernment  ?  The 
exchange  between  this  country  and  Ham- 
burgh has  been  from  20  to  30  per  cent, 
against  us,  for  the  last  seven  months.  TUis 
must  be  certainly  owing  to  the  deprecia- 
tion of  our  currency ;  for  our  exports  to 
the  continent  have  been  many  rimes  greater 
than  our  imports.  The  quantity  of  colo- 
nial produce  and  British  manufactures 
smuggled  from  HeHgoland  to  the  continent 
has  been  truly  astonishing.  Instead,  there- 
fore, of  the  exchange  beinjj^  against  us,  it 
ought  to  have  been  in  offf  &Tour;  and 
no  doubt  would  have  been  so,  had  the  cur- 
rency of  this  country  maintained  its  nomi- 
nal value.  .It  is  true,  the  remittances,  ia 
aid  of  Austria,  have  had  their  influence  on 
the  exchan^ ;  bat  these  would  never  baT» 
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ant  period,  towarils  Lord  Castlereagh,  I 
received  on  the  following  morning  Lord 
Casttereagh's  Letter  ot  the  same  date, 
making  me  responsible  for  that  conceal- 
menr. 

I  have  not  to  trouble  your  Lordship  with 
any  farther  observations. 

1  have  confined  myself  to  matters  grow- 
ing out  of  Lord  Casilereagh's  letter,  and 
GUI  of  your  Lordship's  Statement:  on 
those  alone  have  1  any  right  to  claim  your 
Lordship's  attention. 

lo  this  Address  to  your  Lordship  I 
have  been  compelled  to  resort,  however 
reluctantly,  to  vindicate  my  private  ho- 
nour. As  to  any  charges  against  my 
public  conduct — this  is  not  the  mode  to 
reply  to  them.  If  any  such  shall  be  brought 
against  me,  at  the  proper  time  and  in  the 
proper  place  I  shall  be  prepared  to  meet 
and  to  repel  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  re- 
spect. My  Lord;  Your  Lordship's  most 
obedient  humble  Servant, 

George  Canning. 


[950 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Sweden  and  Russia. — Trealif  qf  Peace  be- 
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SeptAbO\).— (Concluded fratn p.  832 J 

.------  All  sequestrations  of  pro- 
perty or  revenues  shall  in  consequence  be 
immediately  removed,  and  the  property 
shall  be  reserved  to  the  owners  ;  it  being 
well  understood  that  such  as  become  sub- 
jects of  either  of  the  two  Powers,  in  virtue 
of  the  pretfeding  Article,  shall  have  no 
right  to  claim  from  the  Sovereign,  of 
whom  they  have  ceased  to  be  a  subject, 
the  annuities  or  pensions  which  may  have 
been  obtained  in  virtue  of  acts  of  grace, 
concessions,  or  appointments,  for  preced- 
ing services. 

Xll.  The  titles,  domains,  archives,  and 
other  documents,  public  and  private,  the 
plans  and  charts  of  fortresses,  towns,  and 
territories,  devolved  by  the  present  Treaty 
to  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all  the 
Russias,  including  the  charts  and  papers 
which  may  be  deposited  in  the  Surveyor's 
Office,  shall  be  faithfiilly  delivered  up, 
within  the  space  of  six  months  ;  or  if  that 
period  should  be  found  too  short,  at  the 
latest  within  one  year. 

XIIL  Immediately  after  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications,  the  High  Contracting 
Parties  shall  remove  all  sequestrations 
which  may  have  been  placed  on.  the  pro- 1 


perty  or  revenues  of  the  respective  inha- 
bitant therein  situated. 

XIV.  The  debts,  both  public  ?nd  pri- 
vate, contracted  by  the  Fins  in  Sweden, 
and  vice  versa,  by  the  Swedes  in  F  niand, 
shall  be  discharged  on  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions stipulated. 

XV.  The  subjects  of  either  of  the  High 
Contracting  Parties,  to  whom  inheritances 
may  fail  in  the  States  of  one  or  the  other, 
may,  without  obstacle,  take  possession  of 
the  same,  and  enjoy  it  under  the  protec- 
tion ol*  the  laws.  The  exercise  of  this 
right,  however,  in  Finland,  is  subject  to 
the  stipulation:;  of  Article  X.  in  virtue  of 
which  iho  proprietor  sh-  II  either  fix  his 
residence  in  the  country,  ur  sell  the  inhe- 
ritance within  three  years. 

XVI.  The  duration  of  the  Treaty  of 
Commerce  between  the  Hij^h  Com  meting 
Parties  being  limited  to  the  l7th  (29th) 
Oct.  iSn,  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  consents  not  to  reckon  its  interrup- 
tion durmg  the  war ;  and  that  the  said 
Treaty  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  ist 
(13th)  February,  1813,  with  respect  to 
every  thing  not  contrary  to  the  disposi- 
tions of  the  Commercial  Manifesto  issued 
at  St.  Petersburgh,  Jan.  Ist,  180y. 

XVII.  The  territories  incorporated  with 
the  Russian  Empire,  in  virtue  of  this 
Treaty,  being  attached  to  Sweden,  by 
commercial  relations,  which  long  inter- 
course, neighbourhood,  and  reiiprocal 
wants  have  rendered  almost  indispenhable^ 
the  High  Contracting  Parties,  desirous  of 
preserving  to  their  subjects  these  means 
of  mutual  advantage,  agree  to  make  such 
arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  for 
consolidating  them.  In  the  mean  time, 
until  they  come  to  an  understanding  on 
this  subject,  the  Fins  shall  have  the  power 
of  importing  from  Sweden,  ore,  smelted 
iron,  lime,  stones  for  building  smelting  fur- 
naces, and  in  general  all  the  other  produc- 
tions of  the  soil  of  Sweden. — In  return  the 
Swedes  may  export  from  Finland,  cattle, 
fish,  com,  cloth,  pitch,  planks,  wooden 
utensils  of  all  kinds,  wood  for  building, 
and,  in  general,  all  the  other  productions 
of  the  soil  of  the  Grand  Duchy. — This 
traffic  shall  be  re-established  and  main- 
tained to  the  1st  (1 3th)  of  October,  181 1, 
precisely  on  the  same  footing  as  it  was  . 
before  the  war,  and  shall  be  liable  to  no 
interruption  or  harden,  with  the  reserva- 
tion of  such  restrictions  as  t|ie  political 
relations  of  the  two  States  may  render 
necessary^ 

XVIU.  The  annual  exportation  of  50,000 
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tchetwerts  of  corn,  purchased  in  the  ports 
of  the  Gulph  of  Finland,  or  of  the  Baiticj 
belonging  to  Russia,  is  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jetty  the  King  of  Sweden,  free  of  the  ex- 
port duty,  on  proof  being  shewn  that  the 
porchase  has  bt^en  made  on  his  account, 
or  in  virtue  of  his  authority. — Years  of 
fearcity>  in  which  the  exportation  shall  be 
prohibited,  are  excepted,  but  the  quantity 
iii  arrear,  in  consequenct  of  such  order, 
may  be  made  up  when  the  prohibition 
thall  be  removed. 

XiX.  With  respect  to  salutes  at  sea, 
the  two  High  Contracting  Parties  agree  to 
regulate  them  on  the  footing  of  the  most 
perfect  equality  between  the  two  Crowns. 
When  their  vesself  of  war  meet  at  sea, 
the  salutes  shall  take  place  in  conformity 
to  the  rank  of  the  Commanders,  in  such 
manner  that  he  who  holds  the  superior 
rank  shall  receive  the  first  salute,  which 
•hall  be  returned  gun  for  gun.  If  the 
commanders  ai^e  of  equal  rank,  no  salute 
thall  take  place  on  either  side ;  before 
*  castles,  forlrestes,  and  at  the  entrance  of 
ports,  the  party  arriving  shall  salute  first,  , 
and  the  salute  shall  b^  returned  gup  for  ; 
gun. 

XX.  Difficulties  .which  may  arise  on  ' 
points  not  determined  by  this  Treaty  shall  , 
Li!  discussed  and.  settled    by  Ambassadors  ' 

-or  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  respectively  i 
appointed,  who  shall   be  guided   by  the ; 

r'  it  of  conciliation  which  has  dictated  \ 
Treaty. 

XXI.  This  Treaty  shall  be  ratified^by 
jtbe  two  Contracting  Powers  i  and  the  rsr 

.  tifications  exchanged  in  propter  and  du^ 
form,  within  four  weeks,  or  sopneityif  poH- 
tible,  reckoning  from  the  day  of  the  Bigr 
nature' o^*  the  present  Treaty .^^^{n  fa^rth  of 
which  :^f,  the  vndersi^ned,  in  virtue  of 
our  full  powers,  have  signed  the  present 
Treaty  of  Peace,  and  have  theieto  affl£ed 
pur  seals. 

Done  at  Friedricksham,  tliis  5- 17th  of 
September,  in  the  year  of  Grace,  1 809 : 

Count  Nicholas  de  Romamzoff. 

David  Alop^us. 

Count  Stbdwck. 

A.  F.  Skjoldebravix. 


Abstract   qf  the    New  CornsirroTiON    if 
SWEDEN. 

§  1  to  9. — ^The  Goyerament  of  Sweden 
thall  be  monarchical  and  hereditary,  with 
limitation  to  the  issue  malt.  '  The  King 
must  be  of  the  true  evangelical  religion, 
and  mutt  govern  coaforjuably  to  Ibis  Con- 


stitution, and  with  and  by  the  advice  of  a 
Council  of  State  (Stats  Had)  the  members 
of  which  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Kng, 
who  is  wholly  exem|>t  from  respontibilityj 
but  the  Members  are  responsible  for  their 
advice.  The  Members  must  be  natives 
of  Sweden,  and  of  the  true  evangelical 
faith.  The  Council  shall  consist  cMf  aine 
Members,  viz.  the  Minister  of  State  for 
Judicial  Affairs,  the  Minister  of  State  hr 
Foreign  Affairs,  six  Counsellors,  of  whom 
three  at  least  must  be  civil  o£QcerS|  and 
the  Chancdior  of  the  Court.  The  Sacre- 
tariea  of  State  shall  have  a  seat  in  the 
Coancili  whenever  any  case  belonging  to 
their  respective  departments  shall  be 
under  deliberation.  A  father  anq  a  aoo, 
or  two  brothers,  cannot  be  Membera  of 
the  Council  at  the  same  time.  There  are 
four  Seci'etaries  of  State,  namely^  one  for 
the  Foreign  Department,  one  for  the 
Home  Department,  one  for  the  Exchequer 
or  Financial  Department,  and  one  for  the 
Ecclesiastical  Department  All  the  affairs 
of  Government  (except  the  diplomatic  or 
foreign  relations,  and  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  the  army  and  navy)  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  and  decision 
of  the  King,  assisted  by  at  least  three 
Members,  exclusive  of  the  acting  Secre- 
tary, which  number  is  required  to  consti- 
tute a  Council  of  State  for  the  transaaion 
of  business.  'A  minuete  shall  be  made  of 
all  the  proceedings  of  the  Council,  every 
Member  present  shall  be  if^conditiooaUy 
bound  lo  give  bis  advice,  but  iM  P>[W*- 
iMe  of  d^cidijB^  i^5ot^e4  ia  the  King,  J 
w^,'*^fcf  ^«^^ot  his^prerogativa,  may  | 
absent  or  duiprt  froQ^any  n>easBra,^in  op*  ^ 
position  to  the  votes  or. opioions  of  alliba! 
Members.  But  in  the  pos^ble  event  qC 
iSie  decision  of  his  Majesty  being  repiiy* 
vDant  to  the  constitution  and  laws,  the 
IVIembers  are  requited  by  the  most  solema 
obligation  to  remonstrate*  and  in  case  any  , 
Member's  0|>inuHa  shall  not  be  duly  re« 
corded,  such  Member  shall  be  deemed  , 
guilty  of  counselling  and  abetting  the  i^AJag 
in  his  onconstitutionai  decision. 

§  9  to  13. — Before  any  appeal  can  ba 
made  to  the  King  in  Council,  it  must  be 
submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  ^ 
Council  specially  appomted  for  bearing  it 
Ministerial  or  political  a&irt  are  to  he  . 
coBsidereif  and  decided  by  the  King,  who 
in  the  exercise  of  his  prenogative  in«5| 
take  the  advice  of  his  Minister  of  Siate 
A>r  Foreign  Ai&irs,  and  the  ChaDceJlor  of 
the  Council,  who  are  responsible  f^r  their 
advica«    The  King  may  conclude  Treatwt 
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with  (breign  powers,  sUUr  consulting  ih« 
Mid  Minuler  of  State^^  and  Cbaiicellt>r. 
The  King,  previopjs  to  his  declaring  war  or 
concluding  peace,  must  state  to  the  Coun- 
cil his  noiotive  for  so  doing,  aud  the  laem- 
bers  shall  give  their  opinion  on  the  subject 
under  their  own  responsibility. 

§  13  to  15. — The  supreme  command 
of  the  Davy  apd  army  is  vested  in  the 
King;  as  also  the  ultimate  decision  in  all 
matters  relative  thereto,  assisted  by  the 
Minister  of  State  for  either  service,  who 
shall  be  responsible  for  tbeir  advice. 

§  I6u;— The  King  cannot  deprive,  or 
caose  any  subject  to  be  deprived,  of  his. 
life,  liberty,  honour,  or  property,  without 
trial  and  judgment,  nor  can  be  hantss  or 
persecute  any  persoa  for  his  religious  opi- 
nions, provided  the  promulgation  of  them, 
or  the  exercise  of  his  religion,  be  not  in- 
jurious to  the  commumty. 

§  16  to  27.— Relate  to  the  constitution 
of  a  Council  of  Justice,  which  is  to  consist 
of  six  Noblemen  and  six  Commoners, 
who  are  to  decide  in  Judicial  affitir&  The 
King  has  also  two  votes,  and  may  paidon 
criminal^  and  mitigate  or  commute  pu- 
nishments^ 

§  27  to  31.— The  King,  in  the  Council 
of  State,  is  to  appoint  persons  to  Civil  and 
Military  Offices ;  as  also  the  Archbishop 
and  Bishops  in  the  manner  formerly 
done. 

§  32. — ^Ambassadors,  Envoys,  &c.  to 
Foreign  Courts,  are  to  be  nominated  by 
the  King,  in  the  presence  of  the  Minister 
of  State  for  Foreign  Ati^rs^  and  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Court. 

^  32  to  35. — ^Describe  the  manner  of  ap- 
pomting  Civil  and  Military  Officers,  and 
what  officers  holding  situations  of  osten* 
■ible  trust  and  coimdence,  may  be  re* 
moved  at  the  pleasure  of  the  King,  hav- 
ing previously  signified  his  pleasure  to 
the  Councih 

§  35  to  3ft. — ^The  King  cannot  remore 
%  Judge  ffom  bis  office,  except  for  just 
cause  and  proof  of  criminality.  The 
King  is  to  mtve  the  privilege  of  creating 
Noblemen,  whose  eldest  sons  and  heirs 
only  are  to  inherit  the  family  title.  All 
decrees  must  be  countersigned  by  a  Se^ 
Notary  of  State. 

%  38  to  40.— The  King  shall  not  quit 
the  kingdom  without  consulting  the.  Coun- 
cily  wha»  in  the  ^vent  of  his  departure,  is 
to  govern  in  his  afaence.   . 

I  40  to  46.--J>eclare,  that  the  Prince 
or  King  shall  be  of  age  at  21,  and  on  bis 
JMI  having  heirs  male,  t^  Diet  shall  be 


assembled  and  choose  a  successor.  No 
Prince  of  the  Bljood  can  marry  without 
the  King's  consent ;  neither  the  Crown 
Prince,  nor  the  other  Princes  can  hold 
any  hereditary  office.  The  Kingap4>ointt 
all  bis  Officers  of  the  Court  and  House- 
hold. 

§  49,— The  States  of  the  Kingdom  are 
to  be  assembled  every  5ih  year  at  Stock- 
holm. 

§  49  to  90.— Reffulate  the  mode  of' 
electing  Members  of  the  Diet. — ^The  King 
cannot  impose  any  taxes  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Diet,  and  the  Badk  is  under 
the  immediate  controul  of  the  States  of 
the  kingdom. — ^The  King  cannot  negociato 
loans  within  the  kingdom,  nor  in  foreign 
countries;  nor  can  he  sell,  dispose  o^  or 
alienate,  any  province  belonging  to  the 
kingdom,  nor  alter  tlie  value  of  the  cur« 
rent  coin. 

§  90  to  94 — ^Provide,  Tha^  if  tiie  King 
continue  absent  more  than  a  twelvemonth, 
the  Diet  must  be  assembled,  and  the  King 
be  informed  thereof.  That  when  the  sue* 
cessor  is  not  of  age,  the  Diet  must  be 
assembled,  and  appoint  a  Regency  to  go* 
vern  during  his  minority.  When  the 
King  is  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  is  to  at* 
tend  the  several  Courts  of  Justice,  withf> 
put,  however,  taking  any  part  in  the  de^ 
cisions. 

§  94  to  107. — ^Explain  what  is  be  done* 
should  the  Members  of  the  Council  neg* 
lect  assembling  the  Diet,  or  act  con*' 
(rary  totheir  duty ;  and  enjoins,  that  at  each 
Diet  a  Committee  shall  be  appoiiited  for 
inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  the  Minis- 
ters, Council,  and  Secretaries  of  State. 

$  108. — Regards  a  Committee  forsttt 
perintending  the  Liberty  of  thelVess. 

$  lOa  to  1 14.— State,  That  no  Diet  cato 
be  of  longer  duration  than  three  months^ 
except  buaiaess  shall  require  it.  Nomao^ 
while  a  member  of  the  Dfet»  can  be  ac- 
cused, or  deprived  of  his  liberty,  for  his 
actions  or  expressions  in  his  respective 
State,  unless  the  particular  Stat0  to  which 
he  belong  shall  demand  it  No  Officer  of 
the  Crown  must  influence,  by  bis  author 
rity,  in  the  election  of  a  Member  of  the 
Diet,  ic. 


Spain. — ^Manipssto, /rw^  tlm  dftyt  when 
the  Gbneral  Cortes  (fthe  Spanish  Jffoff 
narcfyare  to  bccanvohed  and  Mid;  DtM 
Royal  4lcazar  qfSexnllc,  Oct.  128,  1S09. 

Spaniards ! — By  a  combination  of  eieenti 
asjingttlar  as  fortnoatei  it  hat  seemed  good 
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to  Providence,  that  in  this  terrible  crisis 
you  shall  not  advances  step  towards  inde- 
pendence  wiihout  likewise  adv^ncinff  one 
towards  liberty.  A  foolish  and  feeble  ty- 
ranny, in  order  to  rivet  your  fetters  and 
aggravate  your  chains,  pr^-pared  the  way 
for  French  despotism,  which,  with  the  ter- 
rible apparatus  of  its  arms  and  victories, 
endeavoured  to  subject  you  to  a  yoke  of 
iron.  It  at  first  exhibited  itself,  like 
every  new  tyranny,  under  a  flattering 
form,  and  its  political  impostors  presumed 
they  should  gain  your  favour  by  promis- 
ing you  reforms  in  the  Adm  ni-^traiion,  and 
annumicing^  in  a  constitution  framed  at 
their  pleasure,  the  empire  of  the  laws. — 
A  barbarous  and  absurd  contradiction, 
worthy  certai«ily  of  their  insolence.  Would 
they  have  us  believe  th-^t  the  moral  edifice 
of  the  liberty  and  fortune  of  a  nation  can 
be  securely  founded  on  usurpation,  ini- 
quity, and  treachery?  But  the  Spanish 
people,  who  were  the  first  of  modern  nn- 
tions  to  recognize  to  the  true  principles 
of  the  social  equilibrium,  that  people  who 
enjoyed  before  any  other  the  prerogatives 
and  advantages  of  civil  liberty,  and  knew 
to  oppose  to  arbitrary  power  the  eternal 
barrier  directed  by  jost.ce,  will  borrow 
from  no  other  nation  maxims  of  prudence 
and  political  precaution  ;  and  tell  those 
impudent  legislators,  that  they  will  not 
acknowledge  as  laws  tlic  artifices  of  in- 
triguers, nor  the  mandates  of  tyrants. 
Animated  by  this  generous  instinct,  and 
inflamed  with  tlie  indignation  excited  by 
the  perfidy  with  which  you  were  invaded, 
you  ran  to  arms,  without  fearing  the  ter- 
rible vicissitudes  of  so  unequal  a  combat, 
and  fortune,  subdued  by  your  enthusiasm, 
rendered  you  homage,  and  bestowed  on 
you  victory  in  reward  for  your  valour. 
The  immediate  effect  of  these  first  advan- 
tages wias  the  re-composition  of  the  State, 
at  that  time  divided  into  so  many  factions 
as  provinces.  Our  enemies  thought  that 
they  had  sown  among  us  the  deadly  germ 
of  anarchy,  and  did  not  advert  that  Spanish 
judgment  and  cicumspection  were  always 
superior  to  Frent  h  machiavelism.  With- 
out dispute,  without  violence,  a  Supreme 
Authority  was  established;  and.  the  peo- 
ple, after  having  astonished  the  world, 
with  the  spectacle  of  their  sublime  exalta- 
tion and  their  victories,  filled  it  with  ad- 
*miration  and  respect  by  their  moderation 
and  discretion. 

The  Central  Junta  was  installed,  and  its 
£r»t  care. was  to  announce  to  you,  that  if 
the  •xpttbioo  of  tht  enemy  was  the  first 


object  of  its  attention,  the  inferior  and 
permanent  felicity  of  the  State  was  the 
principle  in  importance  :  to  leave  it  plung- 
ed into  the  flood  of  abuses,  prepared  for 
its  own  ruin  by  arbitrary  power,  would 
have  been  in  the  eyes  of  our  present  Go- 
vernment, a  crime  as  enormous  as  to  deli- 
ver you  into  the  hands  of  Buonaparte; 
therefore,  when  the  turbulence  of  war  per- 
mitted, it  caused  to  resound  in  your  ears 
the  name  of  your  Cortes,  which  to  us  have 
ever  been  the  bulwark  of  civil  liberty,  and 
the  throne  .of  national  Majesty,  a  name 
heretofore  pronounced  wiili  mystery  by 
the  learned,  with  distrust  by  politicians, 
and  with  horror  by  tyrants,  but  which 
henceforth  signify  in  Spain  the  indestruc- 
tible base  of  the  monarchy,  the  most  se- 
cure supports  of  the  rights  of  Ferdinand 
VII  and  of  his  family,  a  right  for  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  Government  an  obligation. 

That  moral   resistance,  as   general  as 
sdblime,  which  has  reduced  our  enemies 
to  confusion  and  despair  in  the  midst  of 
their  victories,  must  not  receive  less  re- 
ward.   Those  battles  which  are  lost,  those 
arn)ies  which  are  destroyed,  not  without 
producing  new  battles,  creating  new  ar- 
mies, and  again  displaying  the  standard  of 
loyalty  on  the  ashes  and  ruins  which  the 
enemies  abandon  ;  those  soldiers  wbo,d)S* 
persed  in  one  action,  return  to  offer  them- 
selves for  another  ;  that  populace  which 
despoiled  of  almost  all  they  fiossessed  re- 
turned to  their  homes  to  share  the  wretched 
remains  of  their  property  with  the  de- 
fenders of  their  country ;  that  concert  of 
lamentable  and  despairing  groans  and  pa- 
triotic songs ;   that  struggle,  in  fine,  of 
ferocity  and  barbarity  on  the  one  hand,  and 
of  resistance  and  invincible  constancy  on 
the  other,  present  a  whole  as  terrible  as 
magnificent,  which  Eiirope  contemplates 
with  astonishment,  and  which  history  will 
one  day  record  in  letters  of  gold  for  the 
admiration  and  example  of  posterity.    A 
people    so    magnanimous    and   generous 
ought  only  to  be  governed  by  laws  which 
are  truly  such,  and  which  shall  bear  the 
great  character   of    public  consent  aod 
common  utility — 'a  character  which  th«y 
can  only  receive  by  emanating  from  tfaie 
august  assembly  which  has  been  announced 
to  you.     The  Junta  had  proposed  that  it 
should  be  held  during  the  whole  of  the 
ensuing  year,  or  sooner,  if  circumstances 
should  permit.     But  in  the  time  whick 
has  intervened  smte    this   resolution,  a 
variety  of  public  events  haVe  agitated  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  the  difierenct  of 
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opinions  relative  to  the  organization  of  the 
Government,  and  the  re-establishment  of 
our  fundamental  laws,  has  recalled  the  at- 
tention of  the  Junta  to  these  important  ob- 
jects with  which  it  has  latterly  been  pro- 
foundly occupied.  It  has  been  recommend- 
ed en  the  one  hand,  that  the  present  Govern- 
liient  should  be  converted  into  a  Kegency 
of  three  or  fi^  persons :  and  this  opinion 
has  been  represented  as  supported  by  one 
of  our  ancient  laws,  applicable  to  our  pre- 
sent situation.  But  the  situation  in  which 
the  kingdom  was,  when  the  French  threw 
oft'  the  mask  of  friendship,  to  execute 
their  treacherous  usurpation,  is  singular  in 
our  history,  and  cannot  have  been  fore- 
seen in  our  institutions.  Neither  the  in- 
fianc3S  nor  the  insanity,  nor  even  the  cap- 
tivity of  the  Prince,  in  the  usual  way  in 
which  these  evils  occur,  can  be  compared 
with  our  present  case,  and  the  deplorable 
situation  to  which  it  has  reduced  us. 
A  political  position  entirely  new  requires 
political  forms  and  principles  likewise  en- 
tirely new.  To  expel  the  French,  to  re- 
store to  his  liberty  and  his  throne  our 
adored  King,. and  to  establish  solid  and 
permanent  bases  of  good  government,  are 
the  maxims  which  gave  the  impulse  to  our 
Revolution,  are  those  which  support  and 
direct  it ;  and  that  Government  will  be  the 
best  which  shall  most  promote  and  fultil 
these  three  wishes  of  the  Spanish  Nation. 
Does  the  Regency  of  which  that  Law 
speaks  promise  us  this  security  r  What 
inconveniencies,  what  dangers,  how  many 
divisions,  how  many  parties,  how  many 
ambitious  pretensions,  within  and  without 
the  kingdom ;  how  much,  and  how  just, 
discontent  in  our  Ameticas,  now  called  to 
have  a  share  in  the  present  Government  ? 
What  would  become  of  our  Cortes,  our 
liberty,  the  cheering  prospects  of  future 
welfare  and  glory  which  now  present 
themselves  ?  What  would  become  of  the 
object  most  valuable  and  dear  to  the 
Spanish  Nation — the  preservation  of  the 
Rights  of  Ferdinand  ?  The  advocates  for 
this  Institution  ought  to  shudder  at  the 
immense  danger  to  which  they  exposed 
themselves,  and  to  bear  in  mind^  that  by 
it  they  afforded  to  the  Tyrant  a  new  op- 
portunity of  buying  and  selling  them. 
Let  us  bow  with  rever«ncc  to  the  vener- 
able antiquity  of  the  Law;  but  let  us 
pro6t  by  the  experience  of  ages.  Let  us 
open  our  annals  and  trace  the  history  of 
our  Regencies.  What*  shall  We  find  ?^ — a 
picture  equally  melfincholy  and  frightful, 
•f  desolation,  of  civil  war,  ef  rapine,  and 
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of  human  depravity,  in  unfortunate  Chs- 
tile. 

Doubtless,  in  great  states,  power  is 
more  beneficially  exercised  by  few  than 
by  many.  Secrecy  in  deliberation,  unity 
in  concert,  activity  in  measures,  and  cele- 
rity in  execution,  are  indispensable  requi- 
sites for  the  favourabte  issue  of  the  acts 
of .  Government,  an  J  are  properties  of  a 
concentrated  authority  only.  The  Su- 
preme Junta'  has  therefore  just  concen- 
tratecf  its  own  with  that  prudent  circum- 
spection which  neither  exposes  the  state 
to  the  oscillations  consequent  upon  every 
every  change  of  Government,  nor  mate- 
rially aflects  the  unity  of  the  body  which 
is  entrusted  with  it.  Henceforth  a  sec- 
tion composed  of  the  removeable  mem- 
bers, will  be  specially  invested  with  the 
necessary  authority  to  direct  those  mea- 
sures of  the  executive  power,  which  from 
their  nature  require  secrecy,  energy  and 
dispatch.  Another  opinion  hostile  to  the 
Regency,  equally  contradicts  whatever 
innovation  may  be  attempted  to  be  made 
in  the  political  form  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  at  present,  and  objects  to  th^  in- 
tended Cortes  as  an  insulficient  represen- 
tation, if  they  are  constituted  according  to 
the  ancient  formalities,  as  ill  timed  and 
perhaps  hazardous,  in  respect  to  present 
circumstances ;  in  short  as  useless,  since  it 
supposes  that  the  superior  Juntas,  erected 
immediately  by  the  people,  are  their  real 
representatives.  But  the  Junta  had  ex- 
pressly declared  to  the  nation,  that  its 
first  attention  in  the  great  object  would 
be  occupied  with  the  number,  mode  ai^d 
class  with  which  the  meeting  of  this  au- 
gust assembly  in  the  present  situation  of 
affairs  should  be  carried  into  eflfect;  and 
after  this  declaration  it  is  quite  superfluous,, 
not  to  say  malicious,  to  suspect  that  fu- 
ture Cortes  are  to  be  confined  to  the  rigid 
and  exclusive  forms  of  our  ancient  ones. 
Yes, Spaniards,  you  are  going  to  have  your 
Cortes,  and  the  national  representation 
will  in  them  be  as  (jerfect  and  full  as  it 
can  and  ought  to  be  in  assembly  of  such 
high  importance  and  eminent  dignity. 
You  are  going  to  have  Cortes,  and  to  have 
them  immediately,  because  the  urgent 
situation  in  which  the  nation  is  placed, 
imperiously  demands  it,  and  at  what  time, 
gracious  God,  can  it  adopt  this  measure 
better  than  at  present  ?  When  an  obsti- 
nate war  has  exhausted  all  the  ordinary 
means ;  when  the  egotism  of  some  and 
the  ambition  of  others  debilitate  and  pa- 
ralyse the  efforts  of  the  government,  by 
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their  opposition  or  indifference ;  'when 
thtiv  seek  to  eradicate  the  e-;seiittal  prin- 
CM)ie  of  the  Monarchy^  which  h  union  ; 
wDen  the  Hydra  of  Federalism,  so  happily 
tilenced  the  preceding  year  by  the  crea- 
tion of  the  Central  Power,  dares  again  to 
raise  its  poisonous  head,  and  endeavours 
to  precipkate  us  into  the  dissolution  of 
anarchy  ;  when  the  iubtility  of  our  ene- 
mies is  watching  the  moment  when  our 
divisions  4isui>ite  us,  to  destroy  the  State, 
and  to  erect  their  throne  on  the  ruin  which 
oor  distractions  afford  them.  This  is  the 
time — this,  to  collect  in  one  point  the  u :t- 
tional  dignity  and  honour,  and  when  the 
Spanish  people  may  will  and  decree  the 
extraordinary  surp4ns  which  a  powerful 
nation  ever  has  wuhin  it  for  its  salvation. 
It  alone  can  encounter  and  put  them  in 
motion ;  it  alone  can  encourage  the  timi- 
dity of  seme  and  restrain  the  ambition  of 
others ;  it  alone  will  suppress  importunate 
vanity,  puerile  pretension!^  and  enfuriated 
'passions,  which,  unless  ptevented,  go  to 
tear  in  pieces  the  Government  It  will, 
in  fine,  give  to  Europe  a  firesh  example  of 
its  Religion,  its  circumspection,  and  its 
discretion,  in  the  just  and  moderate  use 
which  it  is  about  to  make  of  the  glorious 
liberty  in  which  it  is  constituted*  Thus 
it  is  that  the  Supreme  Junta  which  imme- 
diately recognised  this  national  represen- 
tation as  a  right  and  proclaimed  it  as  a  re- 
ward, now  invokes  and  implores  it  as  the 
tnost  necessary  and  efficacious  remedy  ; 
and  has  therefore  resolved  that  the  Gene- 
ral Cortes  of  the  Monarchy,  announced  in 
the  decree  of  the  22nd  May,  shall  be  con- 
Toked  on  the  1st  day  of  January  in  the 
next  year,  in  order  to  enter  on  their  au- 
gust functions  the  1st  day  of  March  fol- 
lowing. When  that  happy  day  has  ar- 
rived^ the  Junta  shall  say  to  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Nation : — 

Ye  are  met  togj^ther,  O  Fathers  of  your 
Country  !  and  re-established  in  all  the 
plenitude  of  your  rights,  after  a  lapse  of 
three  centuries^  when  despotism  and  arbi- 
trary power  dissolved  yon,  in  ovdcr  to 
sol^ect  this  nation  to  all  the  evils  of  servi- 
tude. Ttie  aggrc^on  which  we  have  suf- 
fered, and  thQ  war  which,  we  maintain,  are 
the  fruits  of  the  most  shameful  oppression 
and  the  most  uDiuat  tyranny.  The  Pro- 
vincial Juntas,  who  were  able  to  resist  and 
repulse  the  enemy  in  th^  first  impetus  of 
bis  invasion,  inyeated  the  Supreme  Junta 
with  the  Sovereign  Authority,  which  they  ! 


exercised  for  a  time,  to  give  unity  to  the 
State  and  concentrate  its  pOwer.  CalLsd 
to  thir  exercise  of  this  auiiiority,  not  by 
ambition  or  intrigue,  but  by  tbe  anam* 
mou^  voice  of  the  provinces  of  the  king- 
dom, the  individuals  of  the  Sti)>reake 
Junta  shewed  themselves  worthy  of  the 
high  confidence  repaoed  in  them,  by  em- 
ploying ail  their  vigilance  and  exertions 
for  the  preservation  and  posterity  of  tiic 
State.  The  mai<nitude  of  our  efibrts  vill 
be  apparent  from  the  consideration  of  the 
'i^aormity  of  the  evil  which  preceded. 
Wiien  the  power  was  placed  in  our  hands, 
our  armies,  half  formed.  wei*e  unprovided 
and  destitute  of  every  thing,  our  treasury 
was  empty,  and  our  resources  uncertain 
and  distant.  The  despot  of  France,  avail- 
ing himself  of  the  tranquillity  \a  which 
the  North  then  was,  poured  upan  tbe 
Peninsula  the  miiitaiy  power  under  his 
command,  the  most  formidable  that  has 
been  known,  in  the  most  warlike  legions, 
better  provided,  and  above  all  more  do- 
merous  than  others,  rushed  on  every  side, 
though  much  to  their  cost,  against  oitir  tf- 
mies,  destitute  of  the  same  expertneas  and 
confidence.  A  new  inundation  of  barba- 
rians who  carried  desolation  througk  aU 
the  provinces  of  which  they  took  posse- 
sion, was  the  consequence  of  these  reverse^ 
and  the  ill  closed  wounds -of  our  unlbrta- 
nate  country  began  painfully  to.  open  and 
pour  with  blood  in  torrents.  The  State 
thus  lost  half  its  strength  ;  and  when  the 
Junta,  bound  to  save  the  honour,  the  in- 
dependence, and  the  unity  of  the  nation 
from  the  impetuous  invaaton  of  the  tyrant^ 
took  refuge  in  Andalqisia,  a  divisKMi  of 
50,000  men  repaired  to  the  walls  of  Sara- 
gosa,  to  bury  themselves  in  its  ruins.  Tbe 
army  of  the  centre  being  thus  deprived  of 
a  great  part  of  its  streng^,  did  not  give  to 
its  onerations  that  activi^r  and  energy 
which  must  have  had  very  different  resiUto 
from  .those  of  the  battle  of  Aeles.  The 
avenues  of  the  Sierra  Morena  and  the 
banks  of  the  Tagus  were  only  defended  by 
ill  armed  handfiuJs  of  men,  to  whom  ooold 
scarcely  be  given  the  name  of  armies. 
The  Junta,  h^m^ver,  by  means  of  activity 
and  sacrifices,  rendered  them  sticb,  so 
routed  and  dispersed  in  the  two.battles  of 
Ciudad  Real  and  Metellin,  instead  of  de- 
spairing of  the  cauntry,  they  redoubled 
their  efforts,  and  in  a  few  daya  collected 
and  opposed  to  the  enemy  70,000  infantry 
and1f,000  cavalry.        (To  be  caakmedL) 
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**  T  bftvft  never  ^nhed,  my  Lords,  to  oonceal  tny  ppioi«o,  with  respect  to  tbe  policy  of  BetidinjB:  & 
"  British  Army  .t'v  ^p^u]-  ,  I  wpuKJ  have  «s.<{i$te(ltbem  wah  nioiiey;  I  would  have  assisted  them  witU 
**  arms  :  but  (  assert  that,  during  last  summer,  there  was  no  prospect  that  ou^ht  to  have  induced  any 
V  reasonahic  meo  to  send  a  Bf  itlsh  arm'y'into  the  iffiertoir  of  Spain.  I  am  anxious  not  to  be  misunderstood 
"  upon  this  point.  ,  hdo  not  mean  to  appYy  my  obser^-ationto  navul  co-op^tion,  to  tbe  mode  ofseodmg 
•^'  fleets  ^th  troops- on  board  to  annoy  partioulkr  pwrts  of  .the  coast,  to  keep  tbe  enomy  in.  a  constant 

**  fltase  of  alarm,  and  obtain  pf  tijal  aci^ant^gos  that  migiit  be  of  the  most  e^ntial  service.'' ^Lord 

GawviLiaVSpooch,  Jaq.  19,  1809. 

<*  My  Lords,  I  do  not  My  th«t  aasf^tance  should  banre  been  whoUy  withheld  y  but  wt  certainly  should 

•*  not  ha*e  sent  an  army  wj>ere  we  had  not  the  necessary  means  to  ,^rd  supplies  to  that  frany,  or 

*'  effi^tual  asMstapee  to  those  it  was  intended  to  protect :  we  ought  rather  to  liave  given  our  assistance 

.  "  by  money,  by  armSk  an'l  by' the  well-applied  exertions  of  our  naval  force  on  the  coast  of  Spain.*' — ^ 

Loan  Grey*«  Speech,  Ap'"^  21,  r809.  .     -    ■ 
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St'AiN. i-The  BtiPAirs  of  this  oounlry 

appear  to  be  iast  approaching,  to  axsrjsis. 

'  It  IS,  indeed,  ioi possible,  tbat  things  can 
long  conCinoe  in  their  present  state  ;  nor 
IS  it  desirable  that  they  should;  for,  it 
would  be  better  for  the  country  to  be  oon- 
<)Qered   by  Buonaparte  at  once,  than  that 

'it  should  any  longer  be  an  object  of  con- 
test between  tioo  m&siers.    If  Spain  is  not, 

'  in  ^se  tjf  suocessfu)  resistai^ce  of  the 
French,  te  befrett  I  hare  no  hesitation  in 

'saying,  thai  I  wotild  prefer  seeing  it  cofw 
quered;  becaase,  nothing  could  possibly 
oe  so  bad  as  an  event,  which  the  enemies 
of  freedom,  here  and  every  where  else, 
would  be  able  to  cite  as  aproqf  qf  an  en^ 
^Vfd  pei)pU  being  abk  and  willing  -  to  defend 
their  couniry  against «?»  invader.  This  would 

'be,  indeed,  a  most  mischierous  escample  ; 
and,* were  It  to  exist;-  were  the  people  of 

*  Spain,  vnthout'  any  change  in  their  system  of 
government  having  previously  taken  place^  to 

*  drive  the- Buonapartes  out  of  their  coun- 
try, we  should  soon  hear  the  hirelings  in 
Bngiand  openly  declaring*  that  despotism 
was  the  only  means  of  protection  against 
a  powerful  enemy ;  nor  would  it  be  long 
Ixifore  they  woi»ld  put  wt/o^win-  their  pro- 

*  positions  tor  the  *' suspension  qf  the  cmstttw- 
tion/*  a  thing,,  which  they  have  frequently 
bihted  at,  within  the  last  two  years,  in  a 

*  manner  too  unequivocal  to  leave  their 
meaning  donbrful— — 'Bdt,  as  far  as  we 
have,  yet  seen,  the  example  of  Spain  -af- 

'  fords  no  encouragement  for  the  adoption 

'  of  sac  h  measures*  There  -the  spirit  of  re- 
sistance to  the  invader  was,  at  firsts  strong 

.  *nd  active,  i>ecauM  the  hope  of  freedom 
Was  strong.      This  spirit  died  away,  as 

'seon  as  thv  Supreme  Central  J^inta  began 
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to  issue  their  ecjicts  against  tbe  liberty  of 
the  press,  and  to  pat  it  under  regulations 
alter  tbe  manner  jof  those  esitablished  at 
Calcuttai-— — From  that  time  the  spirit  of 
resistance  has,  until  of  late,  evidently  been 
upon  the  decline ;  and,  unVess  it  be  revived  . 
by  th^  recent  changes  in  the  government, 
and  the  hopes  excited  by  the  promised 
meetbg  of  the  Cortez,  there  can,  I  think, 
be  very  little  doubt,  that  it  will  not  require 
many  months  to  establish  the  throne  of 
Joseph  upon  solid  foundations.— -As  to 
:the  recent  defeat  of  the  Spanish  ariny  at 
OcAKA,  though  I  believe  it  to  have  been 
much  more  severe  than  the  Spaniards  re- 
present it  to  have  been,  I.  do  not  think 
much  of  it ;  nor  snould  I  think  their  cause 
dejiperate,  if  we  were  to  hear  of  many  such 
defeats.  That  our  army,  or  rather  the 
remnant  of  it,  under  my  Lord  of  Talavera 
de  la  Rcyna  del  la  Douro ;  that  this  rem- 
nant will  be  compelled  to  retreat  intp 
Portugal,  and  will  be  utterly  unable  to 
shew  its  head  again  in  Spain,  I  have  no 
doubt  at  all ;  but,  from  the  first,  I  never 
did  believe,  that  ar^  force  which  we  could 
send  into  tite  countty,  would  be  able  to  give 
much  real  assisttmte  to  the  Spaniards.  Look 
back  into  bistory>  and  you  will  find,  thajt 
no  nation,  cf  any  extent,  was  ever  yet  de- 
fended against  an  invader  by  the  aid  of 
forei^i  troops,  unlees  the  people  themselves ' 
took  the  lead  in  the  defence.  When  a  peo- 
ple sees  two  foreign  armies,  hostile  to  each 
other,  march  into  their  country,  they  are 
very  apt  to  fold  up  their  arms  and  wait,  with 
great  composure,  for  the  event ;  and  this 
must  necesibirily  be  the  case,  when  both 
armies  are  compelled  to  plunder  the  peo- 
ple. It  was,  and  I  always  thought  so,  the 
vyorst  possible  thing  for  us  to  send  tm  army 
into  ^ttin.    At  best  we  could  send  bat  a 
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«mtU  numerical  force, 
airarmy  fit  to  meet  that  of  Napoleon  in 
the  field.  We  could  not  make  Spain  the 
theatue  of  a  war  between  us  aed  France, 
except  upon  terms  greatly  disadvantage- 
ous to  us.  We  coXild,  in  short,  hive  no 
thance  of  final  success  in  the  field  against 
Buonaparte  single-handed;  and,  if  our 
army  acted  in  coujunctiti  with  that  of  the 
Spaniards,  there  was  all  the  danger,  fmn 
a  thousand  causes,  of  that  disagreement  be- 
twecn  the  Commanders,  which  has  not  failed 
to  take  place  at  and  since  the  battle  of 
Talavera,  and  from  which  disaffreement 
the  enemy  has  derived  so  much  advantage. 

There  has  been  much  disguise  as  td 

the  cenduct  of  the  Spanish  people  to- 
wards our  troops.  The  truth,  however, 
is,  that  our  troops  have,  ail  along,  been 
looked  upon  by  the  Spanish  people^  with 
an  evil  eye.  And  was  not  this  natural  ? 
Is  that  man  worthy  of  the  name  of  Hatts^ 
Sium,  who  did  not  foresee  that  it  would  be 
•o  ?  The  bigotry  of  the  people  of  Spain 
,  may  be  matter  of  ridicuU  with  the  pkuoso*', 
pher,  but,  not  so  with  the  statesman,  espe- 
cially when  he  is  about  to  expose  an  arm^ 
to  the  effects  of  that  bigotry.  From  this 
cause  has  arisen  a  great  part  of  the  mis- 
fortunes and  the  miseries  of  our  army. 
We  had  not  the  hearts  of  the  people  with  us; 
and,  our  ministers  ought  to  have  known, 
that  this  would  be  the  case.  They  are  an- 
swerable for  all  the  miseries  whieh  our 
poor  unfortunate  countrymen  have  under- 
gone in  ^pain;  because  tho&e  mitciies 
have  proceeded  from  the  want  of  wisdom 
in  the  employment  of  our  armies.  It  is 
in  vain,  and,  indeed,  it  is  unjust,  to  throw 
the  blame  upon  the  people  of  Spain,  or 
upon  the  Spanish  goremment,  for  the  cold- 
ness (to  say  the  least  of  it)  with  which  our 
army  has  been  treated  in  Spain.  It  was 
in  the  nature  qf  things  that  it  should  be  so 
treated ;  and,  the  fault  is  solely  in  our  mi- 
ni&iera,  who.  it  iii  now  evident,  wished  to 
cut  a  figure  in  the  field,  and  who,  as  I  firmly 
llelieve,  were  the  cause  of  a  war  being 
entered  upon>^  a  choice  qf  masters,  instead 
of  suffering  the  thing -to  uike  its  own  cours^, 
in  which  case,  it  would  hate  been  a  war 
of  restored  treedom  agoitist  invading  des- 
potism. For  these  reasons,  I  do  not  think, 
that  the  retreat  of  our  army  ought  to  be 
looked  upon  as  a  thing  at  all  unfavourable 
to  the  eause  of  Spain,  while,  I  am  very 
certain,  that  it  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as 
the  best  thing  that  can  take  place  with 

regard  tp  that  army. j-We  are  vtry  apt 

H  l¥)<^3^wf  Ji^Ki^B^  of  i  nation  m  ytas,  as 
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We  couW  not  «n(l    we  speak  of  the  fate  of  a,/br<rcifiij:and  to 


look  upon  the  contest  a^  at  an  cod,  when 
a  great  battle  has  been  gained  against  the 
invaded.     In  the  present  case,  we  seem  to 
forget  that  Spain  contains  ten  or  tvsdve 
mtlkons  of  people,  inhabiting  one  of  the 
strongest  countries  in  the  world.     Never 
was  such  a  people,  so  situated,  oonqnered 
against  their  own  consent.    What  is  the  loss 
of  a  battle,  or  of  ten  batUes,  if  all  be  sound 
in  the  hearts  and  m'mds  of  ten  or  tvrelre 
millions  of  people,  who  have,  and  most 
have,  all  the  resources  of  the  country  in 
their  hands  ?  Did  the  loss  of  a  battle,  or 
of  ten  battles,  insure  the  subjugation  of 
America  or  Franc*  r  How  often  were  wc 
told  that  each  of  those  nations  were  done 
for;  that  a  few  weeks  would  see  them  at 
our  feet;. and  the  like?  They  both  tri- 
umphed    in    the   end,    and  so  will  the 
Spaniards,  if  the  cause  become  the  cause 
,  qf  freedom,  hut  they  will  fall,  and  to  fell 
they  ought,  and  I  shall  rejoice  to  see  them 
fall,  if  they  continue  a  contest  tor  a  mere 
choice  of  masters,  and  without  any  view  to 
the  restoration  of  that  constitution,  which 
their  ancestors,   for  centuries,    enjoyed. 
The  assembling  of  the  Cortes,  that  is  to  say, 
the  calling  together  of  the  R^reseniaUse^ 
if  the  Pe^f  a  measure  which  now  seems 
to  be  resolved  on,  and  to  be  actually  mboot 
to  be  put  in  execution ;  this  measore  pro- 
mises fair.    And  here  I  cannot  help  re- 
peating my  opinion,  my  tboroueb'  persua- 
sion, that,  if  the  Spanish  people,  and  the 
kaderr  of  the  people,    had  been  left   l» 
follow  their  own  opinions  and   feelings^ 
they  would,  at  the  outset,  have  done  what 
they  new  appear  resolved  to  do.    It  al- 
ways appeared  very  evident  to  me,  tftiat 
the  aid,  tendered  tliem  by  our  miaiater^ 
was  accompanied  with   a  condition  that 
the  sirug&rle  should  be  for  king  againU  Autg, 
and  notfor  restored  freedom,  against  8i- 
tading  dapoiius.    And,  indeed,  if  this  had 
not  been  the  case  ;  or,  at  least,  if  our  mi- 
tiisters  had  not  been  exUremely  anxious  to 
l>revent  a  war  (ot  freedom  in  Spain,  tt4f 
t^io^d  they  httse  seat  an  anmf  thither  f  For, 
ihey  «;ouTd  noi  doubt,  that,  if  the  war  be- 
caiie  a  war  for  freedom,,  or/w  and  not  mef^ 

Would  be  wanted  in  Spain.^ ^What  loss^ 

what  dii^race ;  what  miseries  has  not  this 
policy,  this  bigoted,  this  inveterate  policy 
created  !  The  poor  wretches  of  our  ar«iy, 
who  survived  the  jtiattle  of  Talaver«»  bar- 
ing, at  the  end  of  ^at  battle,  been  two 
d€^  toithoia  procissaM,  had  served  out  to 
them  an  allowance  of  tch^  I  Ayf ,  o^ 
wheat ;  of  nw  wheat,  jost  as  k  came  osl 
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of  the  sheaf]  I  speak  this  upon  the  au- 
thority of  those  who  had  to  partake  of 
thif  fnre  ;  and  I  ci^nnot,  while  putting  the 
fact  apon  record,  help  remembering,  that 
this  war,  that  the  war  which  has.  produced 
miseries  like  these,  wns  first  proclaimed  to 
the  people  of  En^^land  amidst  the  plaudiLs, 
aniidst  the  hiccuping  and  belchin<;  shouts^ 
of  the  Turtk  Patriots,  assembled  at  the 
London  Tavern.  Yes  ^  it  was  from  that 
scene  of  gormandizini]^ ;  that  scene  of 
greediness  uf  porse  as  well  as  of  maw  ;  it 
Was  thence  that  first  issued  the  yell  of 
war  for  a  choice  of  masters  in  Spain  ?  and, 
from  that  moment^  the  people  qf  England 
became  cold  spectators  of  what  was 
passing  in  the  Southern  Peninsula.-—— 
After  what  has  passed  ;    after  so  many 

{iroofs  of  the  folly  of  attempting  to  resist 
kionapart^,  unless  the  people  of  Spain  be 
Tnade  parties  deeply  interested  in  such  re- 
sistance, let  us  hm)e,  that  measures  will 
be  taken  to  make  them  parties  in  the  con- 
test. Without  this,  I  am  persuaded,  that 
nothing  at  all  is  to  be  done  ;  and  that  the 
struggle  had  better  be  given  up  at  once. 
At  any  rate,  we  should  not  attempt  to  have 
an  army  in  the  heart  of  Spain.  Flying 
squadrons  round  the  coast,  with  detach- 
ments of  foot-soldiers  and  artillery  on 
board,  alighting  here  and  there  as  occasion 
might  ofler,  and  not  sparing  the  coast  of 
France  at  the  same  time  :  these  are  what 
the  Spaniards  want  to  assist  them  ;  such 
is  the  assistance  they  have  always  wanted ; 
and  such  is  the  assistance,  that  the  most 
sensible  part  of  their  leaders  haoe  asked 
for.  It  is  by  no  means,  necessary,  that 
the  commanders  of  these  squadrons  and 
detachments  should  be  members  of  the 
Society  for  the  Suppression  of  Vice ; 
that  they  should  have  so  much  conjugal 
aflection  as  to  induce  them  to  take  their 
wives  to  sea,  and,  perchance,  retain  their 
squadrons  in  port  for  some  weeks  in  order 
to  insure  the  attendance  of  an  able  ac- 
coucheur; that  they  should  be  sopbus  as 
to  spend  in  prayer  the  time  that  might  be 
devoted  to  watching  of  a  far  difierent 
«ort :  that  they  should  be  full  of  that  kind 
of  religious  deference  and  humility  which 
Jnduces  men  to  leave  the  enemy  wholly  to 
the  chastisement  of  Divine  Providence  in 
cases  where  one's  bacon  woald  be  in 
danger.  No :  I  beg  leave  ti»  repeat,  that 
it  is  by  DO  means  necessary,  that  the  com- 
mandert  of  mich  squadrons  and  detach** 
roents  should  belong  to  this  tribe  of  war- 
riors. I  do  not  give  this  as  my  opinion  : 
I  have  bf  ard  Spaniards  say  so.    I  h«v« 


heard  Spaniards  distinctly  aver,  that  they 
have  no  notion  that  a  fortress,  in  the  hands 
of  the  French,  can  be  taken  from  them 
merely  by  a  prayer,  however  long,  or 
however  sanctified  by  an  utterance  through 
the  nasal  organs ;  and  that,  though  very 
partial  to  Saints  themselves,  they  would 
much  rather  see  a  protestant  commander 
discover  temerity  in  attacking  one  ship 
or  battery,  than  4n  kissing  all  the  four 

Evangelists. To  about   half  a    dozen 

Sqqadrons,  such  as  I  have  here  been 
speaking  of,  we  should  add  an  abundance 
of  arms  and  ammunition  and  some  officers 
of  artillery  and  engineers,  of  tried  merit. 
To  these,  perhaps,  two  or  three  hundred 
good  non-commissioned  officers  who  have 
seen  service  abroad,  might  be  added.  But, 
no  English  army  in  the  country,  who,  we 
may  be  assured,  will,  and  must,  eat  up  t/te 
country,  as  far  as  they  go,  and  will,  of 
course,  always  leave  discontent  and  re^ 

sentmeht    behind    them. ^The    news* 

papers  have,  for  some  time  past,  repre- 
sented the  Spaniards  as  being  in  gfeat  dia* 
tress  for  the  want  of  arms,  and  this  is  th% 
more  surprising,  as  we  have  heard  such 
pompons  accounts  of  the  shipments,  on  tht 
part  (f  our  government,  of  arms  for  Spain. 
But,  to  be  very  plain  upon  this  point,  I 
knovo,  as  well,  perhaps,  as  any  man  can 
know  any  thing,  without  being  an  ey# 
witness  of  it,  that  the  Spaniards  are  in  tb« 
greatest  distress  for  the  want  of  arms,  par- 
ticularly muskets, ^The  following  Ad- 

vertiseipcnt,  published  yesterday,  in  tlm 
London  papers,  must  have  proved  to  the 
public  two  facts  of  great  consequence  at* 
this  time,  namely,  that  the  Spanish  Go- 
vernment have  engaged  with  an  individual 
for  the  shipment  of  muskets  for  their  use, 
and  that  that  individual  is  now  actually 
es^ecnting  the  engagement. 

«'  Arms  pob  the  SPANiARDs.-^Having 
"  entered  into  engagements  for  the  Supply 
*'  of  Arms  for  the  use  of  the  StPKEME 
**  Junta  of  Spain  ;  and  this  being  a  time 
"  when!  the  supply  may  be  of  most  essen* 
'*  tial  service  to  that  gallant  People,  this  is 
'*  to  give  Notice,  That  any  person  or  per- 
"  sons  having  a  quantity  of  good  Rroor 
**  Musquets,  whe^ner  that  quantity  b» 
''  large  or  small,  will,  upon  an  applica- 
<'  tion  to  John  Tunno,  Esq.  of  Old  Broad- 
^'  street,  recerve  his  propOMis  for  the  pur- 
'' chase  of  the  same  on  my  account ;  and 
''  upon  furnishing  the  Arms  will  receire 
''  payment  in  Cash. 

«  Portsfnottih,  Dec,  18,  1809. 

"  A.  C«c«BANE  JtHjfsreNi." 
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.    It  was,  r  believe^  about  six  monlbs  since 
^r.  Johnstone  entered  into  these  engage- 
jnents,  which,  not  only  from   considera- 
tions of  rectitude,  but  from  motives  of 
sin.cere  attactunent  to  the  cause  of  Spain, 
I  know  him  to  be  most  anxious  to  fulfil. 
Here    are  no    loose   professions,    on  hi^ 
,  part ;    but  a  real  ofier  to  purchase  arms, 
lor  the   doing    of  wtuch    he   holds  the 
means,  which  means  belong  to  the  Spanish 
Government. It  is  said,  that  our  go- 
vernment have  always  had  objections  to 
leave  this  business  of  supplying  arms  to 
any  individuals,  having  themselves  foimd 
it  so  difficult  to  insure  the  deliverj^  of  tliem 
into    the  p^*oper    hands.      But,   in    this 
case,  they  may  have  the  best  security ; 
for,  not  Qnly  ,i8  Mr.  Johnstone  ready  to 
purchase  the  arms  and  pay  for  th«9i ;  but 
to  go  out  to  Spain  with  them  in  person^  to 
deliver  them  to  the  Junta,  and  iU>  bring 
b^ck  a  certificate  from  the  Jupta*  that  he 
iias  u^a^e  such  delivery^     II9,  indeed,  has 
already  actuaUy  purchased  a  considerable 
quantity  of  arms;  be kos  them  recufy  to  sidp 
^;  he  is  ready  to  enter,  if  required,  into 
a  bond  for  their  being  sent  to  the  Junta  ; 
and,  under  these  circumstances,  there  can, 
I  should  suppose,  .be  no  doubt  of  his  ob- 
taining the  necessary  permission  from  our 
own  ipoyemment    In  short,  it  really  ap* 
.pears  to  me,  that  our  conduct  io  this  ca^e 
will.be  fto  the  Spanish  GovernmeAt  and 
ihe  people  of  Spain  a  very  good  criterion 
of  our  sincerity;  for,  what  must  that  go- 
vernment and  people  th'mk  of  ys,  what 
'  piust  they  think  of  our  regard  for  their 
cause,  if,  when  it  is  notorious  that  they 
have  not  a  musket  amongst  ten  ^^sand 
.men,  we  will  not  suffer  Mr«  Johnstone  to' 
send  to  them,  or  to  carry  to  them,   under 
all  possible  security  for  safe  delivery,  a 
quantity  of  muskets,  purchased  with  their 
own  money  ?  If  we  will  not  suffer  this, 
what  must  be  thought  of  us  by  the  go- 
vernment and  the  people  of  Spain  ?  Mr. 
Johnstone  is  authorized   to  purchase,  on 
account  of  the  Spanish  Government,  a  hun- 
dral  andjifttf  thousand  stand  of  arms ;  and 
"  if  the  government  here  has  that  quantity, 
or  any  part  of  it,  to  spare,  he  is  rea(fy  to 
pmffor  them.     No  difficulty,  therefore,  can 
.  possibly  exist,  if  there  be  arms  to  be  had 
in  this  coumry;  and,  would   it  not  be 
scandalous,  if,  under  such  circumstances, 
arms  were  not  permitted  to  be  sent  out  ? 

1  have  taken  for  my  motto  to  this 

sheet,  two  passages  from  the  speeches  of 
Lord  Grenyille  and  Lord  Grcy>  upon  this 
subject.     Certainly  theirs  was,  as  to  this 


matter,  the  opinion  of  e^ery  man  of  sense* 
with  whom  I  ever  conversed  upon  the  sub- 
ject :  But,  our  ministers,  instead  of  send- 
ing the  Spaniards  arms,  wherewith  tQ 
drive  out  their  devourers,  have  always 
been  sending  troops,  who,  though,  under 
proper  orders,  they  might  have  aided 
them,  must  necessarily  assist  to  ecu  them  up, 
-^ — It  is  a  poor  excuse  to  -say,  that  the 
arms,  which  our  ministers  have  sent  out, 
have  not  been  safely  delivered;  for,  tshf  hare 
they  not?  Had  we  not  a  fleet  to  send 
them  out  by  ?  Has  it  cost  us  no  hundreds 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  for 
government  agents  in  Spain?  Has  ex- 
pence  been  wanting  ?  But,  whatever  has 
been,  I  repeat,  that  Mr.  Johnstone's  ofier 
removes  all  risk,  other  than  that  of  ike  sea, 
from  which  nothing  in  such  a  case  can  be 
exempt ;  and,  really,  if  he  be  not  permit- 
ted to  send  or  to  carry  out  arms,  upon  the 
conditions  ofiered  by  him,  there  will  be 
(unless  better  reasoas  for  a  refusal  be  of- 
fered than  I  have  yet  heard,  of)  but  too 
much  reason  to  suspect,  that  the  measure 
of  assembling  the  Cartes,  and  the  consequent 
prospect  of  a  struggle  for fireedom  in  Spain^ 
nas  produced,  in  the  minds  of  our  minis- 
ters a  change  by  no  means  fiivourable 'te 
the  Spanish  cause. 

Oxford  Chancellorship. — On  Thurs- 
day, the  14th  instant,  the  election  of  a 
Chancellor- ^r  the  University  <^  Oxford^ 
ki  the  room  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  de- 
ceased, took  place  ;  and,  upon  the  close  of 
the  poll,  the  following  were  the  numbers^ 

For  Lord  Grenville  -  -  -  -  406 
Lord  Eldon  -----  39S 
Duke  of  Beaufort    -     -     -     23* 

liord  Grenville  was,  of  coarse,  duly  elected, 
after  a  stjruggle  unparalleled  in  the  hjs» 

tory  of  the  University. Looking,  as  I 

do,  upon  these  schools  for  full  grown  boys 
to  be  of  no  use  whatever;  having  seen  so 
many  of  the  big  fellows  cpming  from  these 
schools  with  such  very  empty  heads; 
having,  in  short,  no  sort  of  respect  fer  aof 
part  of  the  huge  establishment,  which  I 
regard  as  detrimental  to  morality  as  well 
as  to  genius,  and  more  especially  to 
that  independence  of  mind  in  political 
matters,  which  is  now  so  necessary  to  the 
very  existence  of  the  country  :  this  being 
my  opinion  of  the  University*  regarding 
it  as  the  mortal  enemy  of  youth,  the  great 
destroyer  of  time  and  of  talent,  I  should 
have  taken  no  more  notice  of  an  election 
of  a  Chancellor  of  the  University,  thanJ 
should  of  that  of  a  parish  beadle,  had  ii 
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not«  accidentally,  been  closely  and  obvi- 
ously Connected  with  a  most  interesting 
and  n^ost  important  question  in  politics ; 
natnely,  the  question  (agitated  a  fortnight 
a^o  in  the  Register)  relative  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  oKthis  kingdom^  in  which  ques- 
tion, agi-ceably  to  my  opinion  then  ex- 
pressco,   is  involved  the  nation's  safety. 

The  triuBiph  of  Lord  Grenville  must 

be  pleasing  to  every  just  mind,  because  it 
is  tne  triumph  of  reason  and  truth  overtTie 
senseless  and  hypocritical  cry  of  **  No  Po^ 
pay;'*  the  "fittJcrcon/'^cry  of  no-popery; 
tiiat  howl  of  bigotry  ;  that  most  scandal- 
ous, malicious,  and  seditious  yell,  for  which 
there  can  be  no  pardon  in  this  world.    1 
remember,  at  the  canvas  of  1 807>  telling 
ehe  late  Sir  Harry  Mitdroay,  that  I  looked 
upon  the  cry  of  Nu-Popery  to  contain  the 
most  wicked   sentiment  that  ever  issued 
from  the  lips  of  man  ;  and,  I  must  do  him 
the  justice. to  sav>  that  he  did  openly  dis- 
claim it,  thougn  it  was  trumpeted  about 
the  streets  of  Winchester.     Every  man  of 
any  principle  was  ashamed  of  it.     Its  pro- 
pagation was  lefl  to  those  only,  who  were 
lost  to  all  sense  of  shame  as  well  as  all 
feelings  of  conscience.— It  is,  I  see,  at- 
'  tempted  to  be  maintained,  that  the  election 
of  Lord  Grenville  is  no  proof  of  the  triumph 
of  tolerant  principles  with  regard  to  the 
Roman  Catholics.     This  is  the  sort  of  rea- 
soning employed  for  this  purpose : — Lord 
Eldon'sand  the  Duke  of  Beau  fort's  princi- 
ples, as  to  the  question  of  the  Cathohcs,  are 
the  same ;  aiid,  therefore,  the  poll  presents 
631  for  no-popery,  and  only  40(>  against 
her.     But,  this  is  fallacious ;  for,  it  is  very 
evident,  that  the  votes  for  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort,  u^erv  those  u>hkh  ii  was  knpossible  to 
^ for  Lord  Eidon;  the  votes  of  those  persons 
who  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  side 
openly  with  ruhpopery.    The  Duke  being 
decidedly  of  the  same  political  party  with 
Lord  Eldfon,  it  is  dot,  for  one  moment,  to 
be  believed,  that  one  or  the  other  of  them 
vvould  not  have   given  up  his  votes,   in 
order  to  beat  Lord  Grenville,  if  that  had 
been  practicable ;  but,  the  fact  is,  that 
the  Duke  was  set  up  for  the  purpose  of 
drcepmg  <^ votes  from  Lord  Grenville;  for 
the  purpose   oi  furnishing  a  candidate  for 
those  xvho  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  vote 
for  Lord  Eldon.     So  that,  vvhen  viewed  in 
the  true  light,  the  triumph  of  tolerant 
principles    over    hypocrisy  and    bigotry 
M  much  greater  than,  at  first  sight,  it  would 
ftjpKear  to  be.— llie  hirelings  are  begin- 
^f^$  their  former  cant  about  "  troubling  the 
1'  comiame  of  the  king  in  his  old  %e/*  than 


which  it  is,  in  my  mind,  impossible  to  form 
an  idea  of  any  thmg  more  base,  or  more 
really  disloyal,  more  directly  tending  ta 
throw  odium  upon  the  character  of  the' 
king.  I  have,  m  the  article  of  the  9th  in* 
stant,  observed,  that  the  king  has  given 
his  consent  freely  to  the  granting  of  those 
privileges  to  fordgn  Catholics  in  his  ser-^ 
vice,  which  it  is  asked  to  grant  to  his  Ca- 
tholic subjects.  Hpw,  then,  can  conscience 
oppose  itself  to  the  latter?  Fblicy  i^wsv^" 
bly  may  oppose  it/  I  am  ready  to  ^rove, 
and)  indeed,  I  have  proved,  that  sound 
policy  does  not  oppose  it.  But  this  qaes*' 
tion  the  hypocritical  hirelings  save  us  the 
trouble  of  discussing,  'by  pretending  that 
there  exists  an  obstacle  in  the  scruples  of 
tbe  king's  conscience.  In  this  case,  how- 
ever, as  in  all  others,  where  they  have  an 
opportunity,  the  prctended/7m4f  of  the 
kmg  shew  themselves  to  be,  in  reality,  hi* 
very  worst  enemies;  the  worst  enemies 
he  or  his  family  can  have,  by  pushing 
him  forward,  by  using  his  name,  by  ex*-' 
posing;  hinfi  to  bear  whatever  they  think 
would  fall  with  dangerous  weight  upotf 
themselves.-' — I  do  wish,  that  His  Ma- 
jesty  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  read,  in 
the  PabUasientabt  History,  Vol.  IV, 
page  1268,  Mr.  Booth's  Speech  upon  the 
subject  of  *'  court  fhvourites"  He  would 
there  see  what  were  the  sentiments  of 
English  Gentlemen,  in  the  reign  of  Charletf 
the  Second,  as  to  that  description  of  per- 
sons, who  tften  took  to  themselves  tbe  ex* 
cluisive  appellation  of  ^'King's  Friends;" 
and  who  tnen  had  the  impudence  to  at- 
tempt to  ride  off  upon  tbe  shoulders  6f 
their  maste^  His  Majesty  would  there 
see  what  sert  of  men  th(^  were,  ^ho, 
while  they  affected  to  brand  all  those  ivitlk 
disloyafiy  who  were  not  of  their  owii  fac- 
tion, wete  laying  the  sure  fdundaiioni  dT 

the  expulsion  of  the  family  of  Stuart. ^ 

There  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  nothing  so 
injurious  to  the  king  as  this  plea,  made 
use  of  by  his  pretended  "  friends,"  of  his 
scruples  qf,  conscience.  When  we  alledge; 
that'thfe  measure  of  Catholic  claims  is/tisf^ 
that  it  is  not  only  just  but  expedient,  that  tl 
is  necessary  to  the  happiness  of  his  ptopk, 
and  to  xhesttfety  qf  Ids  do/ninitms  agamst 
the  meditated  attacks  of  a  most  powerful 
enemy  ;  when  we  make  these  allegations 
and  produce  arguments  in  8upp«>rtof  them, 
what  is  the  answer  of  these  pretended 
"  king's  friends"  ?  Why,  that  me  king  is 
very  aged,  and  that  we  ought  aot  to  war 
against  his  seniles  qf  cxmsciene  Can  any 
thing  be  more  base  than  thii  t   Can  dn]|r 
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thing  be  more  unfriendly  ?  Can  any  thing 
be  more  cruel  ?  Is  not  the  conclusion,  to 
which  it  points,  too  clear  not  to  be  dis- 
guised ?  Is  not  the  wish  that  it  must,  if 
believed,  suggest,  too  manifest  not  to  be 
at  once  perceived  ?  Is  it  not,  in  fact,  sav- 
ing to  the  people  :  "  well,  it  is  a  sorrowful 
"  thing,  but  the  day  must  come  wlien  thost 
*'  seniles  xiiill  no  longer  he  a  bar  to  your  hap' 
"  piness  and  your  safety  f*^  If  any  thing  in 
the  world  can  be  more  base  than  this,  if 
any  thing  more  mischievous  can  be  thought 
of  by  the  bitterest  enemy  of  kingly  go- 
Ternment,  I  know  not  how  to  calculate 
upon  ihe  most  ordinary  operations  of  the 
human  mind.  Therefore,  have  I  never,  in 
my  political  life,  felt  indignation  Ft>  great 
against  any  description  oT  politicians,  as 
against  those,  who,  to  answer  their  own 
selfish  purposes,  to  screen  themselves 
against  the  force  of  reason  and  of  truth, 
have  had  the  shameless  hypocrisy  to  set 
up  this  plea,  the  merciless  perfidy  thus  to 
attempt  to  save  their  own  reputation,  by 
thrusting  forward  the  name  of  the  king ; 
by  falsely  pretending  that  it  vras  the  king 
alone  from  whom  arose  the  opposition  to 
a  measure,  the  necessity  of  which,  to  the 
happiness  and  safety  of  the  people,  they 
attempted  not  to  deny. These,  pre- 
tended "  king's  friends''  have,  however, 
|iow  received,  in  the  preference  which  the 
University  have  given  to  Lord  Grenville 
before  Lord  Eldon,  a  pheck  which  they 
will  lind^it  difficult,  with  all  their  address, 
to  overcome.  Even  their  cunning,  their 
craft,  their  consummate  skill  in  the  arts  of 
disguising  and  deceiving,  will  hardly  now 
serve  their  turn.-* — ^he  victory  of  Lord 
Crenville  is  nothing  to  me :  it  is  the  victory 
of  sense  over  folly,  of  piety  over  cant,  of 
toleration  over  intolerance,  of  sincerity 
over  hypocrisy,  of  truth  over  falshood  ; 
this  is  the  victory  at  which  I  rejoice.. The 
hypocrites  of  the  no-popery  faction  ob- 
iained  oheir  object  for  a  while  ;  they  de- 
ceived tba  nation  with  their  cry  of  no-po- 
pery; they  were  hugging  tl)emselves  in  the 
success  of  their  fraudulent  dealings,  when, 
from  that  quarter,  whence,  of  all  others, 
they  least  expected  it,  they  receive  unde- 
niable proof  that  the  nation  has  discovered 
the  cheat,  and  that  they  are  seen  in  their 
true  colours.  So  true  it  is,  as  Milton 
observes,  in  his  Treatise  upon  the  Liberty 
of  the  Press,  that  if  you  leave  truth  to  com- 
bat, unshackled,  against  falsbood,  the  latter, 
though  ^he  may  make  head  for  a  while,  is 

sure,  in  the  end,  to  be  subdued. The 

nation  has'  bad  time  to  reflect*    The  ex- . 


perience  of  two  years,  and  especially  the 
great  dangers  to  which  the  country  most 
now  be  exposed  by  an  adherence  to  the 
principles  of  no-popery,  have  brought  peo- 
ple to  their  senses.  The  opinion  of  the 
nation  is ;  the  wish  of  the  nation  is,  that 
i/te  Catholic  claims  should  be  granted:  and 
that  wish  has  been  now  clearly  expressed 

at  Oxford. It  is  not  a  triumph  over 

Lord  ildon  at  which  I  rejoice.  Ou  the 
contrary,  in  many  respects  I  hke  him  bet^ 
ter  than  his  rival.  I  do  not  look  upon  the 
triumph  over  him,  personally,  as  being  of 
any  consequence  at  all.  it  is  the  tri- 
umph over  the  principles  of  those  who 
voted  for  him,  and  who,  whether  truly  or 
not,  looked  upon  him  as  the  advocate  of 
intolerance  ;   it  is  this  triumph,  at  which 

I  rejoice. And  in  this  respect,  say  the 

hirelings  nhat  they  will,  the  triumph  is 
complete.  Not  only  was  Lord  Eldon  one 
of  the  ministry  ;  not  only  was  the  interest 
of  the  ministry  with  him  ;  not  only  wa» 
there  the  general  weight  and  power  of 
government  on  his  side,  but,  he,  being 
Lord  Chancellor,  had,  in  his  own  absohite 
gift,  no  small  part  of  the  whole  of  the  Church 
preferment.  So  that,  asjfar  as  the  t£mpi- 
ations  of  patronage  and  of  interest  could  go, 
a  more  formidable  candidate  could  not 
have  been  opposed  lo  Lord  Grenville,  who 
was  out  of  place,  and  wh6  has  never  been 
in  any  place,  except  for  about  fifteen 
months,  which  gave  him  the  powtr  of 
bestowing  preferment  in  the  Church. 
The  CouuiER  news- paper,  and  the  other 
hired  prints,  are  outrageous  in  the  invec- 
tives against  the  University  and  against 
the  Clerey  in  general,  upon  this  occasion, 
whom,  if \thcy  do  not  call  tliem  knaves, 
they  scruple  not  to  bestow  upon  them 
every  epithet  and  appellation  descriptive 
of  a  want  of  intellect.  Now,  it  appears  to 
me,  that  one  may,  at  any  rate,  give  the 
clergy  'credit  for  the  possession  of  mere 
common  sense;  and  certain  I  am  that  it  re- 
quired nothing  more  to  make  them  act  as 
a  majority  of  tiiem  have  done  in  this  case. 
At  other  seasons,  to  rail  against  the  Ca- 
tholics might  be  good  pastime ;  but,  the 
question  now  is  whether  the  Catholics 
shall  have  their  just  claims  granted  them, 
or  whether  by  obstinately  rejecting  those 
claims,  the  whole  kingdom,  and  the  Ckmrck, 
of  course,  shall  be  exposed  to  danger  so 
imminent,  as  to  leave  nothing  more  than 

a  bare  chance  of  escape. This  is  noir 

the  question,  and  the  Clergy  in  general 
appear  to  have  the  sense  to  perceive,  that 
it  IS  their  interest  as  well  as  their  doty  to 
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prefer  the  safety  of  the  ccmntry  to  the  gra- 
tification of  the  insolent  ambition  of  a  set 
of  upstart  political  intrigaers. 

Mr.   Wardlf. in  my   last,  I  took 

notice  of  the  result  of  the  Trial  in  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  in  which  this  gentleman 
was  the  Plaintiif  against  Mrs.  Clarke  aniJ 

her  upholsterers. 1  was  then  fully  con* 

vinced,  that  the  integrity  of  Mr.  Wardle 
remained  unimpeached,  and  every  thing 
which  has,8ince  come  to  my  knowledge, 
(^nlirms  me  in  that  conTiction.  It  was, 
therefore,  with  great  pleasure*  that  I  per- 
ceived, that  a  meeting  had  been  held  at 
the  Crpwn  and  Anc^bor,  for  the  purpose  of 
devising  the  means  of  raising  a  fund  to 
indemnify  Mr.  Wardle  for  the  losses  and 
expences  to  which  he  has  been  exposed, 
in  consequence  of  his  having  succeeded  m  Ms 

sndeavours  to  serve  the  public, Before  I 

proceed  any  further,  I  will  insert,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  them  upon  record,  the 
Resolutions,  passed  by  thepaeeting  above- 
mentioned. 

"  At  a  Meeting  convened  by  Adver- 
''  tisement  in  the  Public  Papers,  held  at 
"  the  Crowo  and  Anchor  Tavern,  in  the 
*'  Strand,  on  Monday,  th^  iSth  day  of 
"December,  1809. 

**  Philip  Mallet,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 
'<  it  was  Resolved  unanimously, 

"  That  G.  L.  Wardle,  Esq.  by  bringing 
**  the  Inquiry,  respecting  "  the  late  Com- 
*^  mander-in-Chief,  before  the  Commons' 
'*  House  of  Parliament,  and  by  the  manly, 
**  firm,  and  independent  manner  in  which 
f  be  conducted  it,  amidst  great  dis- 
V  couragements,  undaunted  by  threats  of 
"  infamy,  and  heavy  responsibility,  equal- 
*'  ly  unconnected  with,  and  unsupported 
"  by  party/'  and  for  which  he  received 
"  the  thanks  of  upwards  of  fifty  counties, 
''  cities,  boroughs,  and  towns,  has  merited 
'<  tbegratitude  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

"  Tliat  G.  L.  Wardle,  Esq.  in  bis  en- 
"  deavours  to  obtain  substantial  justice 
*'  for  the  People  of  England,  has,  in  ad- 
"  ditioD  to  the  anxiety  caused  by  an  un- 
"  principled  and  harrassing  opposition, 
f  sustained  many  heavy  expences. 

"That  G.  L.  Wardle,  Esq.  besides  ha- 
"  zarding  his  private  fortune,  has  given 
"  numerous  proofs  of  the  purity  of  the 
"  motives  by  which  he  has  been  actuated, 
"  and  is  now,  more  than  ever,  entitled 
"  to^the  praise  and  support  of  every  ho- 
"  nest  and  independent  man. 

"  That  G.  L  Wardle,  Esq.  having 
.''  honourably  persevered  in  performing 
"  bit  part  towards  the  People,  this  Meet- 


^' ing  declare'it  to  be  their  bounden  doty^ 
"  to  call  upon  the  public  to  indemnify  him 
'*  against  all  losses,  ch-irges,  ajid  expen- 
"  ots,  he  may  have  incurred,  or  be  liabU 
"  to,  in  conseqiicnce  tliereof.. 

"  That  a  Subscription  for  this  purpose 
*'  be  immediately  entered  into. 

'*  That  the  following  Gentlemen  be  re- 
'' quested  to  form  a  Committee  (with 
"  power  to  add  to  their  number)  to  manage 
''the  Sub$cription,  which  they  are  di- 
"  rected  to  pay,  from  time  to  time,  into 
*'  the  h^nds  of  Messrs.  Drumroond, 
"  Bankers,  in  the  nanre  and  for  thj^  use  c^ 
"  Col.  Wardle,  viz.  Messrs.  Philip  Mallet, 
"  Chairman  ;  Timothy  Brown,  Samuel 
"  Brooks,  John  Cartwright,  William  Cob- 
"bett,  Henry  Cliftbrd,  the  Rev.'  Mr. 
"  Draper,  Samuel  Favell,  William  Frend, 
"  Alderman  Goodbehere,  James  Griffiths, 
"  John  Hoppe,  Edward  Langley,  Samuel 
"  Miller,  John  Pook,  William  Sturch, 
•  John  Slater,  Henry  Hare  Townshend, 
"  Mr.  Sherift*  Wood,"  Robert  Waiihman, 
"  and  Andrew  Wilson." 

1  be  king  has  not,  in  his  gift,  any  honour 
that  I  should  value  half  so  much  as  I  do 
the  honour  of  having  my  name  in  this 
list;  and  I  only  .regret,^  that,  from  my 
local  situation,  it  will  be  impossible  for 
me  to  make  exertions  proportioned  to  my 

wishes. ^As  to   the  principle  of  these 

Resolutions,  nothing  can  be  more  just,  or 
wise.  It  is,  indeeo,  a  principle  dictated 
by  self-preservation.  What  sums  do  we 
see  expended  in  rewards  to  those  who 
serve  OTHERS  ?  and  shall  we  not 
have  the  sense,  the  very  plain  common 
sense,  to  stand  by  SMid  to  uphold^  or,  at 
least,  to  compensate,  the  man  who  has 
risked,  and  who  has  actually  Ipst  so  much 
in  servinff  us  ?  Mr.  G  rattan  and  the 
younger  Mr.  Burke  received;,  each  of 
them,  a  larse  sum  of  money  for  their  ex- 
ertions in  betkaff  of  the  Irish  Catholics. 
Mr.  Wardle  would  acceptofno  such  thing. 
But,  it  is  our  duty  to  see,  that  he  does  not 
lose  by  bis  exef  tions  in  our  behalf ;  it  is  our 
duty  to  see,  that  he  and  his  faipily  bear  not 
the  marks  of  public  ingratitude;  of  the  in- 
gratitude of  those,  w  ho  have  so  unequivo- 
cally acknowledged   their  obligations  to 

him. Our  enemies  never  fail  to  stand 

by  t)iose  who  serve  thetn,  and  hence  it  is 
that  they  find  so  many  to  serve  them; 
hence  it  is  that  they  meet  with  so  much 
courage  in  their  adherents,  who,  let  what 
else  will  happen,  are  sure  to  be,  at  the 
very  least,  amply  indemnified  for  all  their 
labour  and  their  loss. ^The  sin  of  Mr. 
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Wardle  is,  that  he  has  exposed  offences 
against  the  people ;  that  he  has  brought 
to  light  what  no  man  elf%  ever  attempted 
to  bring  to  light ;  that  has  made  a  rent  in 
the  veil,  which  covered  so  many  iniquities : 
this  is  his  sin,  and  a  sin,  which,  in  the 
eyes  of  our  enemies,  is  far  greater  than' 
all  the  sins  forbidden  in  the  decalogue.  *  I. 
pye  it  as  my  sincere  opinion,  thtit'they 
would  sooner  forgive  him  for  rourderiiig 
their  own  mothers,  for  sticking  a  dagser 
into  the  breasts  whence  they  haddrawnlne 
first  means  of  suppoi'ting  life,  than  for 
having  done  what  he  h^  done,     f  give 

this  as  my  firm  persuasion. ^We  need 

Tvonder,  therefore,  at  no  exertions  that 
have  been  mfade  against  him  by  these  our 
enemies,  of  whose  mams  oF  mischief  we 
have  a  pretty  satisfactory  criterion  in  the 
fact  (which  now  appears  to  be  undoubted) 
that  ten  tkonsand'poundM  sterling  together  with 
fin  annuity/  qf\O0h  aytar^wiih  rtmainder  to 
her  children,  was  given  to  M«s.  Claiirb  fc>r 
ptitting  a  stop  to  the  printing  of  a  book 
which  she  had  in  the  press  last  springJ 
What,  i  leave  Ihe  fbadCT^^^^ASpJMtlfe 
have  been  the  nature  of  this  booK  ;  what 
Sort  of  person^  must  those  have  been*,  who 
could  use  sqch  means ;  and,  at  what  means 
Would  they  ^ick   for   the   I'uin   of  Mr. 

War'dle? ^Mr.  Wardle  is  blamed   for 

his  having  got  into  thesis  legal  disputes, 
arid  justly  blamed  too ;  but,  vsho  is  always 
upon  hi^  guard  ?  Nothing  Cbnld  Our  ene- 
mies wi^h  for  more  than  to  see  hini  en- 
tangle himself  in  the  meshes  of  the  law. 
It  was  precisely  what  they  must  have 
ivisbed,and  especially  to  see  him  plunging 
about,  as  if  his  dej^ire  had  been  to  destroy 
himself.  But,  even  in  the  fciud  of  his  in- 
discretion there  is  a  strong  presumptive 
proof  of  his  consciousness  of  being  right; 
because,  a  man  who  had  felt  conscious  of 
being  wrong    would  never  have  so  ptrse- 

tered, In  the  whole  of  his  proceedings, 

after  the  first  trial,  hU,  Wardle  has  been 
indiscreet,  and  cspeci^Hv  in  \Vriting,  without 
taking  a  moment's  time  to  reflect,  the 
Letter  which  appeared  in  the  Statesman  of 
the  cvf»ning  of  the  trial.  But,  your  men 
iyho  never  ao  any  thing  wrong  are  good  fbr 
notbittg.  You  cannot  have  qualities  sncb 
as  thO&.»,  which  induced  Mr.  Wardle  to 
bring  forward,  imd  per>evore  in,  th^  in- 
vestigation iuro  the  conduct  of  iht-  Duke  of 
York;  y(^n  cannot  have  such  c|na!itie< 
wiiholit  tiarihg  those  occasional  indiscre- 
tions, which  Stldom,  or  never,  Cail   to  aa- 

corapany    I  hem. Tht-re    is    nobody  j 

there  i»  not  a  soul  in  the  countr}',  who 


thinks  that  Mr.  Wtrdlc  has  Jonc  aoy  lhlB|C 
dishonourable.      It  is  the  latu^k;  that  it 
what  he  has  to  withstand,  and  that  is  the- 
frbtt  of  his  indiscretion.     But,  f«;  irboni 
he  has  so  cffectoally  served;  forwboal^ 
he  has  done  morfe  thanafty  other  man  ever- 
did  ;  we  are  bound  to  use  our  utmost  en- 
deavours to  prevent  him  from  «uftcriBg 
from   that  cause.     To  hil^.  we  *we  tbe 
Darting  Lrtftr*,  the  History  6tb*3yfearaMMl' 
the  celestial  tmctien;  th  Wto  wfeowethe 
history  of  Donovan,  Frciidi,  Sandoii  wd" 
Parson  Williams;  lo  him  we  owe  CIt* 
vering*8  letters  and  confiwerteirt  iti  New- 
gate ;  to  hi  mi  we  owe  tS^e  neat  little  Note  t9 
Tbnjfn,  including  the  conduct  of  HamiltdB, 
Sandon,  Mn  Perceval  and  Mr,  Adam, 
respecting  that  Nc4«  ;  to  htm  we  oweMrl.' 
Clarke's  letter^  to  Sandon,  asking  this  re- 
spectable personage  to  "  get  ha^  votes  far 
''  Piit"  in  the  Hbo^of  Commons ;  to  him 
we    owe  the  e^p6?<urc  of  the  tendered 
bribe  of  the  Rev:  Mr.  Beazley,  who  liad 
written    a  ,  njo-popery  pan^phlei,    atid<  of 
Whoiii,  by  the  bye,  /  have  heari  in(hk§ 
sincff,  though  the*  case  was'mtfch  worse 
than  that  '*f -the  Tiinvnq.;  ^J^  ^ 
©tie    tbe  disdtvewes  about "tSic  ^WJ^lJf 
WritershipSimd  Cadetships,  whichlhcn^tk 
going    On   for    years,    and    declared  'to 
be    illegal   and    very    mischievous,  had 
never  before  been  brought  to  light;  to 
him  we  owe  the  discoyerie>V  relative  to 
the  swapping  and  silling  of  t)flkes  atirf 
p<*j»ts  in  parliament,  and  the  knowledge  of 
all  about  Mr.  Perceval  and  Lord  Casilc- 
reagh  and  Mr.  Reding  and  Lord  Clailcarr 
ty  ;  t6  him  \ve  owe,  and  wc  shall  always 
owe,  that  upon  these  points,  the  House  of 
Commons  was  PUT  TO  THE  TEST  J 
that  that  House  was  WEIGHED  IN  THE 
BALANCE.     To  Mr.  Wardle  we  owe  all 
this,  and  a  great  deal  more  ;    and,  tbefe- 
fore,  whatever  nmy  hn^•e  been  his  indii- 
Cretibn  in  entangHng  himseft*  in  the  %ftfi  of 
the  hvv,  it  js  our  duty  to  show,  by  actsai 
well  as  by  words,  that  wc  wpix;  nwt  uiifror- 
thy  of  the  cxertii>ns  which  he  m^de^sBJid 
successfulkf  made,  to  ferve  us.      Wbautt 
did  for  us,  let  it  be  won  observed  sod  »^ 
tncmhcre<l,    NOTllLNO    CAN    UKDa 
No  :  not  even  a  biv  to  baraaH  4he-W^ 
and  rtcoiils  in  existence;    dnles4  »t  <W 
same  time,  our.  fnmiorivs  couW  be  cfeKtf<i}^ 
as   far   ^  related   to  lire  disco  varies  Be 
made,  of  caused  to  be  made,    lo  hmt  w* 
owe  a  stock  of  infotmairon.  which  hwcrf* 
at^d  a  mw  mmfjt  in  the  countrr  ;  io  bdri'iM 
owe,  not  i\\c  possession  of  IVf^s.  CtAWtiH 
ifooK  (that  is  y tit  to  conte),  boi  \\t  oivc  b^ 
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baring  trritlen  a  book,,  which  was 'sup- 
pressed at  the  expence  of  ten  tftougand 
poundky  cash  upon  the  Aait ;  and  to  him  we 
owe  the  weU'ftrttnded  suspkwm  that  arise 
from  this  undoubted  fact.  We  oue  him 
all  this.  We  owe  him  more  thatt  any 
other  mfen,  and  than  all  otli^r  men  put 
together,  and,  if  we  do  not  sUml  by  him, 
we  shall  jiwtly  be  considered,  ifn  future,  as 
unworthy  of  any  exertions  heiiig  made  in 
our  ftivour,  afiid  richly  deserving  of  all 
those  political  efils,  of  which  'we  now  so 

Bitterly  »«d  so  justly  eomplain.      

W>«.  COBBBTT. 

•i  t        f       I  ■  .  I.      n        ii    I     I 

TO   TtlE'  AVTUOa  OF' 

"  An  Impartitd  ExonnfiOtion  of  Sir  Francis 
Burdett*s  Plan  qf  Parliamentary  BrfontiJ* 

[  Enfield,  17th  Dec.  1809. 

5ir  ;-i-I  have  read  your  letter  to  me,  in 
the  Political  Register  of  yesterdjty.  It-  is 
in  reply  to  one  of  mine  to  you,  inserted  in 
4he  same  Register  on  the  Hth  of  October. 
What»  Sir^  were  the  objects  of  that  letter? 
to  '*  conriftce  you  that,  lo  one  very  im- 
**  portant  particular,  you  have  not  only 
L^^iiJ^jaaacftnc^fyejl ■  the  .meaaJM  of  the  barO* 
^let,  btii  hov<?w5wjwiis«iKKwf>«Jj*» 

*  «  fundamental  pr iiiciple  pf  the  Kngfhih 
**  ConsihutMHi/' — ^As  your  letter.  Sir,  al- 
though HI  re))4y  to  mlno,  attempts  not  an 
answer  to  these  objectiomt  to  yoiir  book,  I 
eertainly  am  not  cAllt-d'  u«>oa  to  contro- 
vert yovr*  present  reasoning.  lam  not 
how  to  Vearn,.  that  th^se  who  look  tiot  for 
a  foundatitm  of  jiolitical  reasoning,  to  the 
principle*- of  free  government,  or  of  our 
constitution,  can  a&fkieijffy  talk  about  th^ 
exp^eticy  of  "  trieiwtial  parliaments/' 
as  Oft  tthe  advantagt;  of  placemen  in  the 
liouse  of  Commons,  ur  tmy  ojher  devia- 
tjoft  IVom  principle.  InsR^ad  of  three 
tsddatims  of  Mr.  Gobbttlfi  Registor,  yoii 
m%ht/  f^  aoght  tbat#f  caA  see  to  the  cof i- 
trar^  havft  written  three  volumes  in  lolio 
on  tli6  smite' tof^d,  and  still  have  been  as 
4^'fde  «^  tile  ^tftKt,  as  youtiow  appear  to 
Kne  to  ^.i-^lt-  was  to  guard  the  quesiion 
«gaiA^tki^ram4«ling  mode  of  discussion, 
4Qat  i  had  e^pefu My  explained  the  prin- 
<<i^f4e^  of  the  BjigMh  I'Onstitution  on  the 
^fiffint  ill  ^^wBiton,  as  ivell  ai  given  a  de- 
^tmmstralion  of  the  principle  of  free  go- 
^^emment^  wilh  which  thac  constitution  on 
^it  point  M  in  strict  unison.  I  must 
i^reibre'bMds  think,  that  no  one  i»  onti« 
tiled  to  daft  upon  ^trio  to  attend  to  argu^ 

^     meals^^incOhBistent  with  these  principles', 
lAtil  >ii^lMk?o|ksi  pro^Ft4  to  vie  thai  ^A 


th^  principles  themselves  I  am  in  error* 
For  it  is  a  maxim  that  ^'  against  him  who 
f'  denies  (or  regards  not)  principles,  dit^ 
**  pule  is  useless." — As  you  admit.  Sir, 
you  are  "  ahnost  at  the  cdmmenoement  of 
*'  your  political  career,"  aad  appear-  de- 
sirous of  arriving  at  truth,  I  cinnot  hut  re* 
commend  it  to  you,  to  be  above  all  thmgt' 
attentive  to  fundamental  principles.  Un- 
less you  build  upon  these,  your  superstruc- 
ture, how  beautiful  soover  it  may  be  in* 
your  own  imagination,  will  h^ve  neithet' 
stabiKty,  nor  use.  As  you  have  not  even  ^ 
ventured  to.  question  the  correctness  of  my  "^ 
demonstration,  from  which  demonatration 
it  follows,  as  a  necessary  comiluiion,  that 
a  "  triennial  parliament"  would  be  "  a 
gross  violation  of  the  Constitution,"  I  can- 
not, I  confess,  understahd,  how  you  are 
authorized  in  saying  that  noti^ithstanding 
w4iat  I  have  urged,  you  are  still  "  the  un- 
•  shaken  advocate  of  Triennial  Parliaments." 
-^Bot,  Sir,  let  us  return  to  the  point  from 
whence  we  set  out.  Your  book  assumes 
that  '<  triennial  parliament^"  make  a  part 
of  Sir  Francis  Burdett^s  Han  of  Parliamon- 
tai^  RttWm."  To  deny  the  fect>  is  a* 
mam  oyect  of  my  leil#r  to  you.  On  this 
'p||nt'']MP^^  Iwaewar- 

'        '  *  '    im4'  9^tiMft^«stumed  (act, 

on  liifH»ro«pM;  A»V,  »r.  {^nciA  proposes 
that  p^ltaments  he-  brought  back  to  a 
**  coQs^tional  clurations''  and  I  demon* 
strate  t^at  aaoh  a  duvaifion  caimot  ex- 
ceed one' yeuiK  2nd,  It  happened 'to  mo  to 
know,  that  fitfch  is  the  tiew  of  Sir  Franciii 
himself  on  tfe  poini  in  question ;  for  I  wa^ 
with  him  a*  the  tiuke  hfc  wvote  down  the 
propositions  Wbikrh,  in  the  course  of  a  day 
or  two  afieni^ard«,  he.  moved  in  parlia-^ 
ment ;  onAvhich  occasion,  he  took  from 
it6  sheTf  a  iHjiokV'toshow  me  high  constitu- 
tional autha^jn^  iht  the  opinion  he  enter- 
tained, on  yhai  was  the  <' constitotionaT 
chwation"  of ,torliaments ;  from  which  au- 
thority i%  appeared,  that  a^  parliament  of 
more  ti»n  one  year'^  duration  could  not 
oe  consiilutienoi.— You  say  that  ^^aAnual 
"  pafl'omcntft  ara  coniTormaW*?  to  the  spi- 
"  rit  ir{  «\ur  aiicie*«  laws.  But^he  ques- 
♦'  tion  rvs  s  not  here.  The  ancient  lawa 
"  whieh  <vni|>0!*^  ite  British  Constitutioii 
"  pa«^e«S  n6  iniHllfiic,  or  mystical  exceV 
"  lence,  they  i^re  but  »  means  to  an  end, 
**  they  ate  vahmble  only  as  they  coaduci^ 
«  to  human  happiness  "— Thf*  short  pai« 
s  ige  appears  to  he  efowd(*d  with  miscok* 
ceptions  and  ef^o^s.  I  at.  No  **  laws'*  ei- 
ther antient  or  modern  '<  compose  tho 
Brtliih  CoBttliotMB/'  or  anj^  ^^  coiitftit«« 
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tjon/'  i2d.  My  references  had  been  to 
the  English  Constitution.  3d,  A  "Bri- 
tish Constitution/'  is  a  non-entity,  which 
nevec  had  existence.  England  and  Scot- 
bind  are  to  this  day  governed  by  systems 
of  laws  radically  dinerent  one  from  the 
other;  as  following  of  course  from  di  lie  r- 
ent  constitutions.  We  may  recollect,  when 
Lord  Melville  threatened  m%  with  the  in- 
troduction into  England,  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  law  of  Scotland,  as  better  adapted 
•to  the  arbitrary  purposes  of  himself  and 
the  late  Mr.  Pitt.  4th,  My  references  to 
'  the  Statutes,  of  the  4th  &  36th  of  Edw.  111. 
were  not  as  "  composing''  the  constitu- 
tion ;  but  merely  as  evidences  of  what,  in 
those  days,  our  ancestors  conceived  the 
constitution  to  be  touching  the  "  duration" 
of  parliaments.  5th,  Our  ancestors  of  that 
period  had  no  conception  of  what  is  now 
meant,  when  we  speak  of  *'  annual  par^ 
liaments." — A  moderate  degree  of  atten- 
tion to  my  letter  should  seem  to  have  been 
sufficient  for  preventing  ,such  errors  as 
these. — When  you  deni«l'my  proposition 
that  '^  Parliamentary  Kepresentation  and 
«  Political  Liberty  are  convertible  term^'^ 
I  was  prepared  to  discover  that  i  had  been 
mistaken,  atid  equally  pf^piireiLon  such  a 
discovery  to  have  confessed  my  error: 
but  the  effect  of  your  remarks,  instead  of 
shaking  that  opinion,  have  confirmed  me  in 
it. — ^You  observe  that "  Parliamentary  Re- 
'.'  presentation  may  be  conceived  to  exist, 
**  in  the  utmost  perfection,  where  liberty 
V  i$  infringed  by  a  thousand  unnecessary 
',<  institutions." — Had  you  indeed  proved 
this,  it  would  not  only  have  abated  my  ar- 
dour as  a  parliamentary  reformer,  but  it 
would  have  conviuoed  me,  that  I  had  for 
thirty  years  been  pursuing  a  shadow. 
Now,  Sir,  for  your  proof.— "In  a  country, 
'*  where  suffrage  should  be  universal,  and 
**  elections  annual,  the  predaminant  rein 
«  gious  sect  might  (and  in  an  a^  of  bi- 
"  gotry  certainly  would)  load  their  fellow 
"  citizens  of  an  opposite  persuasion  with 
*'  the  most  oppressive  exclusions  and  in- 
*'  quisitorial  pains." — Stating  this  situation 
of  things^  as  your  idea  of  representation 
«'  in  the  utmost  perfection,"  and  as  what 
you  conceive  might  possibly  be  the  efiect 
of  it,  does  it  amount  to  any  thing  else  than 
this,  that,  under  such  a  state  .of  represent- 
ation, the  majority  of  the  nation,  if  they 
had  any  disputes,  would  prevail  in  the  ler 
dslature  over  the  minority  ?  and  is  not 
this  political  liberty  "  in  the  utmost  per- 
"  fection  ?"  It  it  no  part  of  the  definition 
^  liberty,  that  a  nalioa  shall  not  be  capa- 


ble of  folly.— -Under  such  a  system  of 
"  representation  in  the  utmost  perfection," 
or,  as  I  should  say,  political  liberty  in  the 
utmost  perfection,  (tor  I  still  hold  them  to 
be  convertible  terms)  it  is  not  unreason- 
able to  suppose,  that  all  those  ''institu- 
"  tutions"  which  embitter  one  religious 
sect  against  another,  would  soon  be  brought 
into  such  a  complete  subjection  to  the 
civil  slate,  as  to  produce,  not"  toleration^" 
but  real  religious  liberty;  so  that  every 
citizen  should  be  perfectly  free  to  worship 
God  according  to  his  own  creed,  without 
any  persons  feeling  an  interest  in  persecut- 
ing him.  Is  not  this  the  case  in  America 
at  this  day  ?  Arid  is  it  not  the  natural  ef- 
fect of  a  representation  nearer  to  perfec- 
tion than  any  nation  ever  before  practically 
enjoyed  ;  not  excepting  that  from  which 
they  derived  the  representative  parts  of 

their  constitutions  ? Remember,  Sir,  I 

am  endeavouring  to  shew  what  is  "  politi- 
"  cal  liberty;"  not  what  use  men  will,  or 
will  not,  make  of  that  liberty.  And  as  I 
do  not  accede  to  your  definition  of  politic 
cal  liberty,  which  is  not  definite  enough 
to  please  me,  aifd  very  inferior  to  what 
you  will  find  |;iven  by  Poctor  Price,  so  I 
am  as  little  incHned  lo  resort  to  tbe  means 
you  seem  to,  have  discovered,  for  correct- 
ing those  evils  which  you  are  so  apprehen- 
sive must  arise  from  *' Represeatation  in 
*'  th^  utmost'perfection.' ' — Havingpointed 
out,  specified  particular  evils,  as  what  in 
such  a  stale  ot  society,  might  be  naturally 
expected,  you  say,  "  On  the  contrary,  in 
"  an  absolute  monarchy,  a  prince  of  patri- 
''  otic  feelings,  and  enlightened  under- 
*'  standing,  migUt  establish  perfect  tolera- 
'^  tion,  and  abolish  most  of  those  regula- 
"  tions,  which,  without  benefiting  the  pub- 
**  lie,  better  the  exertions  of  mdividuai 
'5  man.  Thus  we  see  that  oppression  may 
"  exist  in  conjunction  with  the  most  per- 
"  feet  system  of  representation,  and  that  a 
'^  considerable  share  of  liberty  msty  ob- 
"  tain  where  representation  is  unknown." 
-—Here,  Sir,  are  glaring  inconsistencies^ 
into  which  you  could  not  have  fallen,  had 
you  been  acquainted  with  tbe  principlec 
of  the  science  you  are  writing  ujx>n,  or, 
in  other  words,  had  vou  acqulr^  accurate 
notions  of  liberty;  the  most  concise  defi- 
nition of  which,  whether  it  relate  to  a, 
state,  or  to  an  individual  cltizeh,  is,  that  it 
is  the  power  of  self-government.  Is  it 
not  self-evident,  that  in  a  state  which  en- 
joys "  representation  in  the  utmost  per- 
''  fection,"  there  must  reside  "  in  tbe  ut- 
"  most  p^fectioa"   self-go?enimeBt«  er 
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liberty  ?  And  is  it  not  equally  self-evident, 
that  iu  "  an  absolute  monarchy/*  which 
in  terms  describes  a  government  at  the 
.will  of  one  man,  or  a  perfect  despotism, 
there  can  be  no  "  liberty*'  whatever? — 
A  stale,  or  an  individual  man,  possessing 
self-government,  or  liberty,  illay  doubt- 
less make  an  ill  use  of  it;  but,  be  such 
folly  what  it  may,  1  do  not  apprehend 
that  the  proper  corrective  is  a  deprivation 
of  liberty ;  for  that  very  deprivation  must 
either  fridge,  or  destroy,  the  power  of 
amendment,  when  reason  or  experience 
shall  have  convinced  the  state  or  the  indi- 
vidual of  its  or  his  error.  And  as  to  your 
palpable  inconsistency,  in  supposing  '*  that 
''  a  considerable  share  of  liberty  may  ob- 
*^  tain  where  representation  is  unknown ;" 
it  arises  from  your  mistaking  the  protec- 
tion, or  favour,  or  indulgence  of  a  despot, 
who  can  withdraw  the  same  at  any  mo- 
Oient,  for  liberty,  which  is  the  power 
of  self-government,  independent  of  the 
prince  or  magistrate.— rHaving  thus.  Sir, 
shewn  that  on  neither  of  the  topics,  which 
were  the  objects  of  my  former  letter  to 
you,  have  you  given  the  smallest  answer; 
and  that  I  cannot  discover  any  principles  of 
free  govemmeut,  or  of  theCfigtisK  Consti- 
tution, from  which  you  argue  in  favour  of 
"  triennial  parliaments,"  which  therefore 
appear  to  me  a  superstructure  without  a 
^undation,  that  alone  seems  to  be  a  very 
sufficient  reason  for  my  not  replying  to 
your  arguments  in  fieivour  of  them,  after 
what  I  have  already  advanced  against 
them  in  my  former  letter. — I  once.  Sir, 
had  put  into  my  hands  by  a  friend,  a  very 
bulky  volume  of  Swedenbourg's  Works,  in 
order  to  Convert  me  to  the  baron's  opi* 
oions  in  religion ;  but  finding  in  the  first 
page,  the  fancies  which  he  had  taken  for 
his  foundations,  and  being  convinced  of 
their  fallacy,  I  excused  myself  from  read- 
ing farther,  as  I  was  hot  in  quest  of  araase- 
ment,  but  truth.  1  have,  however,  read 
your  letter  to  the  end ;  and  having  alrea- 
dy shewn  how  much  I  difier  from  you  in 
fundamentals;  it  would  be  idle  to  multiply 
words  in  controverting  your  conclusions. 
--* — I  shall  only  shortly  observe,  that 
your  arguments  for  preKrring,  in  the 
teeth  of  demonstration  as  to  the  principle, 
triennial  to  annual  parliaments,  appear  to 
int  to  be  the  eftect,  rather  of  errors  derived 
from  an  observation  of  corrupt  and  erro- 
neous practice,  than  of  a  contemplation  of 
the  nature  of  election  pfoperly  regulated. 
If  we  are  not  to  be  guided  by  the  prijici- 
plef^ofreMOD,  and  the  lawi  of  aalort,  in 


vain  hath  the  Deity  furnished  us  with 
either  moral  or  intellectual  guides. — I  be- 
lieve. Sir,  that  where  political  liberty 
shall  be  enjoyed  "  in  the  utmost  perfeo 
«'  tion,'*  there  will  *'  wisdom"  and  "virtue," 
"  talent"  and  "  integrity,"  be  nifost  like- 
ly to  find  their  way  into  a  representative 
legislature ;  and  to  think  otherwise,  ap- 
pears to  me  an  unintentional  satire  on  the 
Author  of  Nature. — Still,  Sir,  respecting 
your  endeavours  to  promote  the  liberties 
of  your  ^untry,  I  remain  your  obedient 
servant,  John  Cartwright. 


HIGH  PRICES. 
Sir;  .  In  the  Supplement  to  No.  18.  of 
Vol.  xvi,  of  your  Register,  is  a  Letter  on 
the  High  Price  of  Provisions ;  on  which, 
with  your  permission,  I  will  make  a  few 
remarks.    The  writer  begins  by  deploring 
the  effect  of  the  Duke  of  Portland's  Pro- 
clamation in  1799 ;  by  which  the  miseries 
of  the  people  were  greatly  aggravated ; 
insomuch  that  the  advance  of  price  was 
125  per  cent.,  when  the  real  dehciency  of 
crop  was  only  25  per  cent.     With  this 
fact  before  him,  he  proceeds  to  give  us 
the'infofrmetton  contained  In  the  following 
paragraph.    ^*  The  recent  and  rapid  ad- 
"  vanced  price  of  com,  must  either  be  or 
"  be  not  the  measure  of  the  scantiness  of 
"  crop,  to  which  it  is  ascribable.     If  it  be 
"  the  measure   of  it,  then  the  scarcity 
"  amounts  to  one  third  of  last  year's  crop, 
"  fqr  the  price  has  advanced  or  will  soon 
"  advance  in  that  proportion  to  last  year'^ 
*'  price.     And  if  it  be  not  the  measure  of 
''  It,  then  it  is  not  the  corn  that  has  ad- 
"  vanced  a  third  in  price,  but  the  money 
'« that  has  retreated  back  to  two  thirds  of 
'^  its  last  year's  exchangeable  value."    A 
set  of'  ^  lopg  faeed ,  farmers  with  scanty 
'*  samples,"  <«  filching  dealers  and  greedy 
"  bankers,"   have  performed  this  wonder 
in  the  space  of  six  short  weeks ;    all  the 
rig  merchants  and  paper  makers  in  the 
united  kmgdom,  havine  been  put  in  requi- 
sition.— I  think  itrighthewever  to  inform 
this  gentleman,  (what  I  believe  no  other 
person  who  has  thought  on  the  subject 
need  be  told),  that  an  apprehension  of 
scarcity,  iu  articles  of  the  first  necessity, 
enhances  the  demand,  and  consequently 
the  price,   much  beyond  the  occasion : 
That  the  produce  of  oim*  own  harvest,  is,  on 
an  average  of  years,  barely  sufficient  to  feed 
us;  therefore  if  our  crop  fall,  in  any  de- 
^;ree,  short  of  theayerage,  we  must  depend^ 
m  that  degree*  on  other  coimtries  for  joar 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


98Sj 


POLITICAL  ViEGI^EfL-^Qficud  Pi^s. 


im, 


subsistence,  Nour,  if  the  public  have  let 
ill  a  nation  that  the  crop  of  this  year  is 
somewhat  below  par,  that  notion,  joined  to 
fmotber  on  the  uncertainty  of  a  forei^ 
supply,  may  account  for  the  advance  m 
price^  without  supposing  a  sudden  exacer  •. 
.nation  of  avarice  in  the  farmers,  dealers 
i^nd  bankers.  A  circumstance^  that,  I 
apD .  happy  to  assure  your  corresppndent^ 
has  not  occurred  within  my .  observation, 
which  is  pretty  extensive  among  those 
classes  of  the  community. 

I  am.  Sir,  Yours,  &c.        M.  B. 
Dec.  10.  J  809. 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
City  op  London  Address,  Dec.  20,  180D. 


To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty, 

The  humble,  loyal,  and  dutiful  Address 
and  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, and  Comnmns  of  the  City  of 
Londop^  in  Common  Council  assem- 
bled. 

Most  gracious  Sovereign ; 

We  your  Majesty's  most  taithful,  loyal, 
and  dutiful. subjects,  the  Lord  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, and  Commons  of  tlic  City  of  Lon- 
don, in  Common  Council  assembled,  most 
humbly  approach  your  Majesty's  sacred 
person,  in  the  perfect  assuriojce  that  your 
Majesty  will  graciously  condescend  to  re- 
\  -  ceive  the  suggestions  of  your  faithful  and 
loyal  Citizens,  on  subjects  which  seriously 
^d  deeply  affect  their  interests,  in  com- 
mon with  the  rest  of  your  Majesty's  peo- 
ple. 

We  have  witnessed  with  deep  regret  the 
tlisastrpus  failure  of  the  late  Expedition,  as 
tbe  magnitude  of  its  equipment  had  >'aised 
the  just  hopes  and  e)(pectation.<^  of  the 
Country  to  some  permanent  benefit. 

And  we  caunot  avoid  expressing  to  your 
Msyeaty  the  sorrow  and  indicnaiiou  with, 
which  we  are  aflected,  by  the.  unhappy 
dissensions  that  have  prevailed  among  your 
Alajesty's  Ministers,  and  our  fears  th^t 
such  dissensions  may  prove  eminently  pre- 
judicial to  the  best  mterests  of  the  Nation. 

Your  Majesty 'sfaithful  Citizens, actuated 
by  loyal  attachment  to  your  Sacred  Pei*pon 
^nd  illustrious  House,  and  solicitous  ft>r 
tibe  bpnour  of  your  Majesty's  arms  and 
the  dignity  and  solidity  of  youjc  Majesty's 
Councils,  ai;e  deeply  impressed  with  ih^ 
^cei^ity  of  an  early  and  strict  Inquiry 
mtp  the  causies  of  tbci  f^iluce  of  the  tat« 


Expedition,  therefore  pray  your  Majcstj 
will  direct  Inquiry  to  be  jTorthwith  insli- 
tuted,.  in  order  to  ascertain  the  causes 
which  have  occasioned  it. 

Signed  by  Order  of  Court, 

Henuy  WooDTHoarc. 

To  which  Address  and  Petition  His  Ma- 
jesty was  graciously  j[)leased  to  return 
the  following  Answer: — 
I  thank  yon  for  your  expressions  of  dntj 
and  attachment  to  me  and  to  my  Family.— 
The  recent  Expedition  to  the  Scheldt  was 
directed  to  several  objects  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  interests  of  ray  Allies,  and  to 
the  security  of  my  dominions*. — I  regret, 
that  of  these  objects  a  part  only  has  bcea 
accomplished.—-!  have  not  judged  it  to  be 
necessary  to  direct  any  Military  Inquiry 
into  the  Conduct  of  my  Commanders  by 
Sea  or  Land  in  this  cortjoint  Service.— 
It  will  be  for  my  Parliament,  in  their 
wisdom,  to  ask  for  such  infbrmatiDii,  or  to 
take  such  measures  upon  this  subject  as 
they  shall  judge  most  conducive  to  tbc 
public  good. 

Spain. — Manifesto,  Jixing  the  dtyi  xska 
the  General  Cortes  ^  t}«  Sptmak  Mo- 
narchy are  to  be  convoked  and  hdd^ 
Dated  Rffj/td  Alcazar  qf  Seviile,  Oct,  28, 
imd.—( Concluded Jrcm p.  900.; 

-.---.^-.--  These  forces  bar^ 
since  fought,  it  is  true,  with  ill  success, 
but  always  witli  gallantry  and  glory.  The 
creation,  the  r.eparation,  and  the  subsist- 
ance  of  these  armies  have  more  than  ab- 
sorbed the  considerable  supplies  which 
have  been  sent  us  by  our  brethren  i^  Ame- 
rica. \V€  have  maintained  in  the  free. 
Provinces  unity,  order  and  justice,  and  in 
those  occupied  by  the  enemy",  we  have  ex- 
^r.ted  Ojur  endca,Tours  t^  preserve,  though 
secretly,  the  fire  of  patriotism  and  Uk 
bounds  of  loyalty.  We  have  Tindicaled 
the  national  honour  and  independence  io 
the  most  complicated  apd  difficult  diplo- 
matic njefi;o^iations ;  and  we  ha^T^  naM 
head  agamst  a<;i varsity,  without  safi^riag 
ourselves  to  d^pjuit^  ^ver  trusting  that  we 
shoul4  o.vercpu^  it  ,by  pur^  cpo^uvy* 
We  have,  witl^outdou^t,  committed  ecroc^ 
9n4  ^e  would  willingly,  were  it  possible, 
redeem  them  witt^  our  blood  :  bfit  in  dM 
ponfusion  of  ^v^ts,  among  the  mouptsiof 
of  diihculties  yrhicb  surrouiHted  u^  wb9 
COuW  b^  cert^i^  pf  always  hemg  in  tM 
rigb^t }  Coaled  ^e  b^  respopsibie  becawj 
01^  body  of  troops  panted  valour,  tin 
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has  lew  proflenfte,  ^nd  another  less  good 
fortune  ?  Much,  Spaniard?,  is  to  be  attri- 
buted to  our  inexperience,  much  to  cir- 
cumstances, hut  nothing  to  our  intention. 
That  ever  has  been  to  deliver  our  unfor- 
tunate King  from  slavery,  and  preserve  to 
hiui  a  throne  for  which  the  Spanish  people 
have  made  such  sacrifices,  and  to  maintain 
it  free,  independent  and  happy.  We 
have,  from  the  lime  of  bar  institution, 
promised  him  a  country ;  we  have  decreed 
ihe  abolition  of  arbitrary  power,  from  the 
Sime  we  announced  the  re^stablishment 
of  our  Cortes.  Such  is,  Spaniards,  the  use 
we  have  made  of  the  unlimited  power  and 
ajutbority  confided  to  u*;  and  when  your 
wisdom  shall  have*  established  the  basfs 
and  form  of  Government  most  proper  for 
the  independence  and  good  of  the  State, 
we  will  resign  the  authority  into  the  hands 
you  shall  point  out,  contented  with  the 
^lory  of  having  given  to  the  Spaniards  the 
dignity  of  a  nation  legitimately  constituted. 
May  this  solemn  and  magnificent  assembly 
be  productive  of  efficacious  means,  energy, 
and  fortune;  may  it  be  an  immense  in- 
extinguishable volcano,  from  which  may 
flow  torrents  of  patriotism  to  revivify  every 
part  of  this  vast  monarchy,  to  inflame  all 
jninds  with  that  sublime  enthusiasm  which 
produces  the  safety  and  glory  of  nations, 
and  the  despair  of  tyrants ;  and  your- 
selves, noble  Fathers  of  the  country,  to 
the  elevation  of  yoor  high  duties,  and 
Spain  exalted  with  you  to  an  equally  bril- 
liant destiny^  shall  see  returned  into  her 
.bosom  for  her  happiness,  Ferdinand  7th, 
and  his  unfortunate  family ;  shall  see  her 
sons  enter  on  the  path  of  prosperity  and 
glory  whi<*h  they  ought  henceforth  to 
pursue,  and  receive  the  crown  of  the  sub- 
lime and  almost  divine  eflbrts  which  they 
are  making. 

Marquis  of  Astobga,  President. 

Pedro  oe  Rivebo,  Sec- Gen. 


Tra:^ce.— iJJpfftfcA  of  tilt  Empcf-or  Napdleon, 
at  the  opening  qf  ilte  meeting  of  the  Legis- 
latioe  Body.  -  Dec.  3,  1«09. 

Gentlemen  Deputies  of  T)epartmcnt5  to 
the  Legislative  Body. — Since  your  last 
Session  I  have  reduced  Arra^on  and  Cas- 
tile to  submission,  and  driven  trom  Madrid 
the  iailacious  Government  formed  by 
^Dffland.  I  was  marching  npon  Cadiz 
and  Lisbon,  whcfn  I  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  treading'  back  my  steps,  and  of 
» planting  my  eagles  pn  the  ramparts  of 
Vienna.      Three  months  have  seen   the. 


rise  and  termination  of  this  fourth  Punig 
War.  Accustomed  to  the  dcvotedness  and 
courage  of  my  armies,  I  must  nevertheless, 
under  these  circumstances,  acknowledge 
the  particular  proofs  of  aflection  which  my 
soldif  r*4  of  Germany  have  given  me. — The 
genius  of  France  coiulucted  the  Englisli 
army — it  has  terminated  its  projects  in  the 
pe^iulential  marshes  of  Walcheren.  la 
that  important  period  I  remained  'KK>  , 
Jea«;ues  distant  certain  of  the  new  glory 
which  tny  people  would  acquire,  and  of  . 
the  grand  character  they  would  display^ 
My  hopes  have  not  been  dcceived-r-I  ow# 
particular  thanks,  to  the  Citizens  of  the  ■ 
Depa:  tinenls  of  the  Pas  de  Calais  and  thp 
North.  Fienchmen !  Every  one  that  shall 
oppose  you  shall  be  conquered  and  re- 
duced to  submission.  Your  grandeur  shall 
be  increased  by. the  hatred  of  your  ene- 
mies. You  have  before  you  long  years  of 
glory  and  prosperity.  You  have  the  force 
and  energy  of  the  Herculesof  the  Ancient*. 
— I  have  united  Tuscany  to  the  Lmpire. 
The  Tuscans  were  worthy  of  it  by  the 
mildness  of  their  character,  by  the  at-  '. 
tachment  their  ancestors  have  always  . 
shewn  us,  and  by  the  services  they  have 
rendered  to  European  civilization. — His- 
tory pointed  out  to  me  the  conduct  I  ought 
to  pursue  towards  Rome :  the  Popes,  be- 
come Sovereigns  of  part  of  Italy, ,  hav^ 
constantly  shewn  themselves  enemies  o.f 
every  preponderating  power  in  the  penin- 
sula— they  have  employed  theii>  spiritual 
power  to  injure  it — It  was  then  demon- 
strated to  me  that  the  spiritual  influence 
exercised  in  my  States  by  a  foreign  Sove-  ► 
reign,  was  contrary  to  the  independence  \^ 
of  France,  to  the  dignity  and  safety  of  my  o 
throne.  However,  as  I  acknowledge  the 
necessity  of  the  spiriiual  influence  of  the 
descendants  of  the  first  of  the  pastors,  I 
could  not  conciliate  these  grand  interests 
but  by  annulling  the  donative  of  the 
French  Emperors  my  predecessors,  and 
by  uniting  the  Roman  States  to  France. — 
By  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  all  the  Kings, 
and  Sovereigns  my  allies,  who  have  given 
me  so  many  proofs  of  the  constancy  of 
their  friendship,  have  acquired  ajid  shall 
acquire  a  fresh  increase  of  territor}'. — ^The 
Jllyrian  Provinces  stretch  the  frontiers  of 
my  great  Empire  to  the  Save.  Contigu- 
ous to  the  l^mpire  of  Coni»tantinop!e,  I 
shall  ilnd  myself  in  a  situation  to  watch 
over  the  first  interests  of  my  comwjercc  in 
the  Mediterranean,  the  Adriatic,  and  the 
Levant.  I  will  protect  the  Porte,  if  the 
Porte  ivithdiaw  herself  from  the  fatal  in* 
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iluence  of  England.  I  shall  know  how  to 
punish  her,  if  she  sufier  herself  to  be  go- 
verned by  cunning  and  perfidious  counsels. 
— I  have  wished  to  give  the  Swiss  Nation 
a  new  proof  of  my  esteem,  by  annexing  to 
my  titles  that  of  their  Mediator,  and  thus 
putting  an  end  to  all  the  uneasiness  en- 
deavoured to  be  spread  among  that  brave 
people. — Holland,  placed  between  £ng- 
land  and  France,  is  equally  bruised  by 
them.  Yet  she  is  the  debouche  of  the  princi- 
pal arteries  of  my  empii'e. — Changes  will 
become  necessary;  the  safety  of  my 
frontiers,  and  the  well  understood  interests 
of  the  two  countries,  imperiously  require 
them.— ^Sweden  has  lost,  by  her  alliance 
with  England,  after  a  disastrous  war,  the 
finest  and  most  important  of  heF  provinces, 
Happy  would  it  have  been  for  that  nation,  if 
the  wise  Prince  that  governs  her  now  had 
ascended  the  throne  some  years  sooner  } 
This  example  proves  anew  to  kings  that  the 
alliance  of£!n^land  is  th^  surest  presage  of 
ruin. — My  ally  and  friend,  the  Eraper<Jr 
of  Russia,  has  united  to  his  vast  empire, 
Finfand,  Moldavia,  Wallachia,  and  a  dis- 
trict of  Gallicia. — I  am  not  jealous  of  any 
thing  that  can  produce  good  to  that  Em- 
pire. My  sentiments  tor  its  illustrious 
Sovereign  are  in  unison  with  my  policy. 
— When  I  shall  shew  myself  beyon<l  the 
Pyrenees,  the  frightenedleopard  will  fly  to 
the  ocean,  to  avoid  shame,  defeat  and 
death.  The  triumph  of  my  arms  will  be 
the  triumph  of  the  genius  o.f  good  over 
that  of  evil ;  of  moderation,  order,  and  mo- 
rality over  civil  war,  anarchy  and  the  bad 
passions.  My  friendship  and  protection 
will,  I  hope,  restore  tranquillity  and  hap- 
piness to  the  people  of  the  Spains. — Gen- 
tlemen Deputies  of  Departments  to  the 
Legislative  Body — ^I  have  directed  my  Mi- 
nister of  the  Interior  to  lay  before  you  the 
iiistory  of  the  legislation,  of  the  adminis- 
tration, and  of  the  finances  of  the  year  just 
expired  ^  you  will  see  that  all  ttie  ideas  I 
had  conceived  for  the  amelib^^tlbn  of  my^ 
people,  have  been  followed  with  the' 
greatest  activity — that  in  Pm\s,  as  in  the 
most  distant  parts  of  my  empire,  the  war 
has  not  produced  any  delay  in  the  public 
works.  The  Members  of  my  Council  of 
(Itate  will  submit  to  you  difierent  projects 
of  law,  and  especially  the  law  upon  the 
Finances ;  you  will  see  in  it  their  pros- 
perous condition.  I  demand  of  my  peo- 
ple no  new  sacrifice,  though  circumstances 
have  obliged  me  to  double  my  military 
m«aji5^ 


Flushing. — Sentence  i^tanst  Gaural 
Moimet. 

Dec,  9. — The  Council  of  Inquiry  ap- 
pointed by  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  aud 
King,  convened  by  his  Excellency  Count 
De  Huneburgh>  Minister  at  War,  in  obe- 
dience to  his  Majesty's  Orders,  dated 
Schoenbninn,  Sept.  7,  1809,  and  assem* 
bled  at  the  General  Military  Depot,  closed 
on  the  25th  of  last  month  its  deliberations, 
and  pronounced  the  following  Sentence: — 
That  General  Monnet,  contrary  to  his 
duty,  did  not  fulfil  the  orders  of  his  Impe- 
rialMajesty,  in  case  of  his  being  pressed 
hard  by  the  enemy,  to  cut  the  dykei 
rather  than  surrender. — ^That  be  surrei^ 
dcred  the  fortress  at  a  time  when  it  had 
onlv  sustained  a  bombardment  of  thirty- 
six  "hours,  when  the  garrison  was  still  com* 
posed  of  more  than  4,000  men,  when  no 
breach  was  made  in  the  rampart,  and  the 
enemy  was  yet  more  than  800  metres  dis- 
tant from  the  fortress,  and  when  our  troops 
were  yet  in  possession  of  the  outworks, 
and  when,  consequently,  the  place  ^fas  not 
really  besieged.-^ That  the  General  is 
therefore  guilty  of  gross  misconduct,  which 
cannot  be  attributed  to  any  other  motive 
than  cowardice  and  treason.  And  the 
Council  declares,  moreover,  that  the  Ge- 
neral is  guilty  of  extortion  and  embezzle- 
ment, since  it  appears  in  evidence,  that  he 
did  receive,  or  caused  to  be  received,  for 
his  ovm  pnvate  benefit  and  Qse>  from  the 
year  1 803  10  the  year  1 800,  the  sum  of 
ten  Dutch  stivers,  or  twenty  sous  Toumois 
for  each  lialf  ankar  Geneva  which  was  es-- 
ported. 

(Signed)     Count  Rampon. 

Count  d'ALzvELLE,  Vice-Ad. 

Herenoud. 

Counts  SONGBR  &  Bassoh. 

The  abuve  Sentence  was  confirmed  by 
the  Emperor  and  King  on  the  6th  instant, 
and  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Mi- 
nister at  War,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
carried  into  execution  against  the  delio* 
quent. 


Battle  of  Ocana.— i&j»r*/ro»i  the  Duke 
qf  Dalmatia  to  his  Exceikncy  the  Mkista 
at  War;  dated  Dai  Bamas,  Nav^  19, 
1809. 

The  troops  of  his  Imperial  Majesty 
have  gained  a  signal  victory.  The  battie 
was  fought  in  the  vicinity  ot  Ocapa,  where 
the  insurgents  had  assembled  a  force  of 
55,000  men^  ^00  of  wh«m  were  horse,  with 
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a  numerous  park  of  artillery.  The  4th 
army  joined  by  the  5th  under  the  orders 
of  Marshal  Duke  of  Treyiso,  the  division  of 
dragoons  commanded  by  Gen.  Milhaud, 
the  division  of  light  horse  under  the  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Bc-dury  ant,  and  the  brigade  of 
light  horse  of  Gen.  Paris,  the  Royal  Guards, 
and  two  battalions  of  Spautshtroops^  march- 
ed yesterday  to  meet  the  enemy>  who,  ac- 
cording to  every  intelligence  received,  had 
taken  post  at  Ocana.  About  nine  o'clock 
this  morning  our  advanced  parties  came  in 
sight  of  the  enemy's  army.  At  eleven 
o'clock  the  action  commenced,  and  in  two 
hours  it  was  decided  in  our  favour.  The 
Spaniards,  encouraged  by  their  superiority 
in  numbers,  made  n  vigorous  resistance ; 
but  they  were  attacked  with  isuch  irresisti- 
ble valour  by  our  troops,  that  they  soon 
gave  way  ;  their  position  was  carried,  and 
they  were  thrown  into  the  utmost  confu- 
sion. All  their  artillery  and  field  equipage 
fell  into  our  hamls ;  more  than  50  pieces 
of  capnon  have  already  been  brought  in, 
15  stand  of  colours,  and  numerous  pri- 
soners have  been  taken,  among  whom  are. 
5  Generals,  d  Colonels,  and  700  inferior 
officers.  The  ground  is  covered  with  the 
slain,  and  with  more  than  40,000  muskets^. 
They  who  escaped  took  to  flight,  without 
ahns,  and  without  knowing  whither  to 
direct  their  steps.  This  morning  the  King 
gave  the  command  of  the  cavalry  to  Gene- 
ral Sebastiani^  and  tfae  admirable  manner 
in  which  he  manoeuvred  and  made  his 
charges,  fully  justified  his  Majesty's  choice. 
General  Milhaud  also  greatly  distinguished 
himself;  and  all  the  diflisrent  commanders^ 
of  horse  displayed  the  utmost  intrepidity 
and  valour,  'the  Marshal  Duke  of  Tre-' 
viso  commanded  the  infantry  of  the  4th  and 
5th  corps ;  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  be- 
have in  a  more  gallant  manner  than  he 
did.  He  received  a  contusion  in  the  |irm ; 
but  this  did  not  prevent  him  from  con- 
tinuing the  command.  Our  lost  does  not 
in  my  estimation  exceed  400  men.  The 
Marshal  Duke  of  Belluno  is  ordered  this 
morning  t^  cross  the  Tagns,  between  ViU 
iamaurique  and  Fuente  Duenar.  He  is  to 
attack  the  enemy  in  the  position  he  has 
taken  up  at  Santa  Cros,  and  punsoe  in 
whatever  direction  be  may  choose  to  re- 
treat. He  was  this  morning  informed  by 
letter,  that  the  enemy  had  concentrated 
his  force  near  Ocana,  and  ordered  to  di- 
rect his  march  to  that  point.  As  he  had 
to  perform  ^  very  long  march,  he  could 
Jiot  arrive  sufficiently  in  time  to  share  in 
l6^ action;  nay  th^  Kidg  did  lot  receive 


any  intelligence  from  him  the  whole  of 
the  day,  and  his  Majesty  is,  therefore,  per- 
fectly ignorant  of  what  the  Dtike  of  Bel- 
luno has  been  doing.  I  shall  however 
have  to  make  my  further  report  on  this 
subject  as  soon  as  possible.—Please  to  lay 
my  report  before  his  Imperial  Majesty, 
and  to  accept  the  assurance  of  ^y  high 
consideration. 

Marshal  Duice  of  Dalmatia, 

Major- General. 


Spain. — From  the  GcfoemmerU  Gazette  ex- 
traardinmy  of  Nov,  23. 

Two  dispatches  have  just  been  received 
from  the  General   Don  Juan  Carlos  de 
Areizaga,  dated  lp(Ji  and  20th,  in  Turle- 
que  and  Daimiel,  both  of  which  arrived  at^ 
the  same  time. 

In  the  first  hb  states,  that  the  enemy- 
having  attacked  our  army  in  the  centrje 
and  on  the  flanks  at;  Ocana,  but  makidg 
their  principal  cflort  .against  our  right, 
with  a  view  to  turn  it,  an  obstinate  resisU 
ance  was  made  for  three  hours,  when  they 
were  repulsed  by  the  division  of  the  gal- 
lant Brigadier  I^cey ;  but  the  superiority 
of  the  enemy's  artillery  caused  a  dis- 
persion, which  obliged  our  army  to  retreat 
under  cover  of  our  vanguard,  and  6ih  divi- 
sion ;^  that  our  loss  is  considerable,  but  the 
enemy's  not  less  so,  as  he  was  repulsed' 
severad  times  by  our  infantry,  and  the  brisk 
fire  of  the  artillery. 

The  Dispatch  ^f  the  CiOth  is  as  follows : 

Excellent  Seigneur — I  arrived  here  this 
night,  and  to  morrow  I  shall  proceed  to 
Santa  Cruz,  where  I  have  directed  the  in- 
fantry should  join,  and  the  cavalry  of  this 
dispersed  army  will  join  in  Manzanarei, 
with  the  exception  of  a  part  of  the  secobdr 
division,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier 
Don  Gaspar  Bigodet»  ^n  order  to  check  the 
enemy  (whos^  advanced  potts  hitve'  this 
day  reached  Madr^fhyos,  and  of  whose 
main  body  I  know  nothing),  not  to  parmit 
his  drawing  near  the  Sierra  Moreaa>  and. 
to  preserve  my  supplies irom  La  Mancha. 
Then,,  should  it  be  poasible  for  me,  I  wilL 
give  your  Excellency  aa  account  of  our 
loss.  1  can,  however,  in  the  mean  time^ 
inform  your  Excellency,  that  it  has  been 
very  considerable  in  good  Genera^  and 
Officers,  which  is  the  l^st  Aroof  that.these 
have  distinguished  the«iselves  on  this  oc-^ 
casion  with  the  greatest h6nour ;  following 
the  example  of  the  Generals  of  Divisionn^ 
who  have  given  prook  of  their  skill  in  their 
good  dispositions,  and  of  their  charaCf^ 
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'ttrwlic  intrepidity.— God  preserve  youi 
Exceliency.         "        (Signed) 

Juan  Carlos  de  AREirACA 
Htad-quartcn,  Daimicl,  Nov.  00,  ISO!^. 
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Proclamation  of  the  Junta,  dated  Royal 
Alcazar  qf  Seville,  Aw.  21,1  Ji09. 

Spaniards ! — Our  enemies  announce,  as 
positively  certain,  a  peace  in  Germany, 
and  the  circumstances  which  accompany^ 
this  notice  give  it  a  character  of  truth 
which  leaves  little  room  for  doubt  They 
already  threaten  us  with  the  powerful  re- 
inforcements which  they  suppose  to  be 
'marching  to  complete  our  ruin ;  ilready, 
probably  elated  with  the  fdvoorable  as- 
pect which  their  affairs  in  the  North  have 
a<woined,  they  insolently  exhort  ui  to  sub- 
mit to  the  clemency  of  the  Conqueror, 
end  tamely  bow  our  necks  to  the  yoke — . 
•No,  servants  of  Bnonapartc  !  [the  Address 
aftertv^rds  continues,  J  p^ced  as  we  arc  by 
,TOur  baseness,  betwe«-n  ignomioy  and 
-death,  what  choice  would  you  wish  a  brave 
nation  to  make,  but  to  defend  itself  to  the 
last  extremity  ?  Continue  to  rob,  murder, 
and  destroy,  as  you  have  done  for  these 
twenty  months  past;  increase  that  inces- 
iantly  eternal  hatred  and  thirst  for  ven- 
geance which  we  must  ever  feel  towards 
you.  Shall  we  fall  at  the  feet  of  the 
crowned  slave  whom  Buanaparte  has  sent 
us  for  a  King,  because  ho  bums  our  tem- 
ples, distributes  our  virgins  and  matrons 
among  his  odious  sateltites,  and  sends  our 
yoQth  as  a  tribute  to  the  French  Minotaur ! 
— ^Think  not,  Spaniards,  that  the  Junta  ad- 
dresses yoQ  thus  to  Excite  vour  valour  by 
the  arts  of  language — What  occasion  is 
•  there  for  words,  when  things  speak  so 
plainly 'for  themselves?  Your  hoo^s  are 
demolished,  your  temples  polluted,  your 
fields  ravaged,  your  families  dispersed^  or 
hurried  to^e  gravci-^hall  we  consent 
to  the  total  destniation<>roup  holy  religion 
in  which  we  were >  born,  and*  which' we 
have  so  solemnly*  sworn  to  preserve  ?  Our 
country  is^aid  Wtistevand  we  are  insulted, 
*and'  treated  as  a  viie  herd  of  cattle,  which 
'Are  bought  and  soldi  and  slaughtered  when 
our  master  pleases*  Remember,  Spaniards, 
the  vile  and  Ireatfherous  manner  m  which 
this  Usurper  tore  ivoin  418  ou^  Ki^f^- — He 
called  himself  his  'ally,  his  protector,  his 
friend;  he  pretended  to  give  him  the  kiss 
of  peace,  bin  his  embraces  are  the  fol(l«  of 
-the  serpent;  which  twine  roimd  the  inno- 


cent victim,<and  drag' him  to;  bis  cavern. 
Sudh  perfidy  is  unknown  to  civilised  na- 
tioits,  ami  scarcely  practisrd  among  tiK 
most  barbarous.  The  Sovereign  we  idol- 
ize is  condemned  to  groan  in  solitude,  sor- 
rounded  by  guards  and  spies.  Amidst 
his  RufTerings,  he  can  only  silently  implore 
the  valour  of  his  bi-loved  Spaniards  for 
liberty  or  vengeance  —-There  can  be  no 
peace  white  these  things  sabstst.  That 
Spain  may  be  free,  U  the  universal  wish  of 
the-  nation.  That  Spain  nray  be  free,  or 
that  it  may  JMCome  an  immense  desart, 
one  vast  sepulchre,  where  th^accumulatrd 
carcasses  of  French  and  Sponiards  shall 
exhibit  to  future  ages  om*  glory  aud  thdr 
ignominy.  But  t^s^wretcned.  late  b  aot 
to  be  feared  by  brave  men.  Victory, 
sooner  or  later,  must  be  the  reward  of  for- 
titude and  constancy.  What  but  these 
defended  the  small  republics  of  Greece 
from  the  barbarous  invasioa  of  Xerxes? 
What  protected  the  capitol  when  assailed 
by  the  Gauls  ?  What  preserved  it  iron 
the  arms  of  Cannibal  ?  What  in  more 
modern  times  rescued  the  Swiss  from  Ger- 
man tyranny,  and  gave  independence 
to  Hoitand  ?  What,  in  fitie>  inspirti  at 
present  the  Tyrolese  with  auch  heroic 
resolution,  that,  though  surrounded  on 
every  side  by  enemies,  and  abandoned 
by  their  protectors,  they  take  refuge  in 
their  rocks,  and  on  the  ttimmits  of  their 
mountains,  and  hurl  defiance  and  delieit 
on  ibe  battalions  of  the  conqueror  <X 
Danlzic.  The  God  of  armies,  forwboa 
we  sutler,  will  give^  ns  success,  and  coao 
ductus  through  all  the  d  an  go  rs.  that  sur- 
round us  to  the  throne  of  independence. 
— Spaniards,  the  Junta  annou/ices  this  to 
you  frankly,  that  you  may  not  for  a  mo- 
ment be  ignorant  of  the  danger  which 
threatens  your  country ;  It  annoonceA  it  to 
you»  with  confidence  that  you  will  shew 
your<e^ves  won  hy  of  the  cause  which  you 
defend>and  of  tiie  admiration 'of  the  uui- 
verse.-i-[The  Address  coes  on  to  eshort 
the  Spai^h  nation  U>>aubmit  to. every  pri- 
vation, and  make  every  s^riice  to  stve 
the*  Statp.]-*.WheFt  thH  storm  rages*  th« 
most  vhluable  treasares  must  be  throws, 
mto  the'Sea  to  save  the  vessel  from  sinking. 
-^Perish  <  the  man  whose  seifishneis  caiy 
fender  him  wanting  in  his  daty,  or  induce 
him  to  conceal  ^hat  is  neeessar}'.  to  he 
distributied  am^Mig  .h)^  brethpeni  lor  Um 
common  defen.e!  -— 

(To  be  (xmtumed.) 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Catholic  Claims. 4  am  now  at  t>ie 

dott  of  the  ei^th  year  of  the  continuation 
-of  this  Work.  Many  are.  the  feubjeots 
which  have  been  discuDsed  in  it ;  bat, 
I  oan  safely  say,  that  no^ieubject,  in 
Um  disciMsin^  of  Uhich  I  Irave  taken 
-a  part,  has  ever  excited  so  general  and 
deep  an  interest,  as  appears  to  have 
beert  excited  by  the  suiDject  of  Catholic 
•Claims,  as  placed  before  the  eyes  of  my 
readers  in  the  Number  of  the  Uth  of  this 

months  page8d5.' Truth  hastwogreAt 

and  frequently  mortal  enemies;  Ist,  tic 
power  ^pufmhing  men  for  speaking  or  Wiitin^ 
what  it  true;  2nd,  the  using  of  a  vmiUkme 
of  wards.  By  the  tirst  she  is  caught  by  the 
throaty  and  strangled  ;  by  the  second  she 
is  overlaid.  The  causes  of  her  suifering 
are  soinewh^t  diHerent ;  but  the  eilect,  in 
both  cases,  is  precisely  the  same.  How 
many,  hviw  maw  maujr  scores,  are  the  in* 
stances,  whtrem  I  twve  observed  tbe^^e^ 
mies  of  truth,  when,  from  the  nature  of 
circumstances,  they  have  found  themselves 
unable  to  socceed  by  the  way  of  strangle, 
have  re-sorted,  and  with  complete  success, 
to  the  not-less -eflfectual  mode  of  overlay - 
*  W  ! .In  no  instance,  however,  do  I  re- 
collect truth  to  have  snared  more,  frbm 
this  latter  mode  of  attack,  than  in  the  in- 
stance of  the  Catholic  Claims;  and.  as  is 
frequently  the  case,  the  attack  has  been,  on 
the  part  of  her  friends,  not  a  bit  less  for- 
midable than  on  the  part  of  her  enemies. 
The  cause  of  the  Catholics  was  so  good, 
the  reasoning,  necessary  to  maintain  it,  lay 
in  so  small  a  compass,  and  was  so  well 
supported  by  undeniable  facts,  that  its  ad- 
vocates need  only  have  made  a  short  and 
plain  statement  of  the  case,  and,  in  answer  to 
the  long-winded  ami  bewildering  speeches 
and  publications  of  their  opponents,  have 
merely  repeated  thai  statement.  But,  from 
the  prevalence  of  the  fashion  of  much- 
speakinff;  from  the  vulgar  notion,  that 
great  ta|ent  consists  in  the  facility  of  pour-* 
nig  out,  at  wHI,  a  multitude  of  words ; 
iind,  from  virattt  of  d«e  reflftetioti  upon  thei 
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consequences  of  never-ondinv  (I  dp  not 
mean  never^ing)  speeches  and  piamphleta: 
ifom  these  causes,  discussions  upon  the 
Claims  of  the  Catholics  have  grown  into 
such  a  length,  have  srssumcd  a  form  so 
hugely  voluminous,  that  the  very  bulk  of 
them  is  enough  U)  fill  with  despair  the 
heart  of  any  reader  not  endowed  with  roor^s 
courage  than  generally  falls  to  the  lot  of 

man. Such  being  my  opinion,  I  shaU 

not^  upon  this  subject  of  Catholic  Cl%im«!y 
insert,  come  whence  it  will,  any  thing  of 
-considerable  length,  persons^  who  have  a 
taste  ibr  overlaying  matter,  having  ah'Q|i4y 
an  ample  supply  iu  the  jloaens  of  volumes^ 
which,  at  less  than  half-price,  the  boolt> 
sellers  of  London  and  WesUainater  will  bo 
glad  to  part  with.  Indeed,  I  shomid.noi 
thmk  it  necessary  to  say  one  more  wor4 
upon  the  subject,  except  ih  llMi^way  of  re^ 
publication.  I  am  firmly  convincedyftet  k, 
is  impossible  for  a«y  advocate  of  No* 
Popery  to  make  any  answer^  worthy  of  a 
moment's  attention,  to  the  article  i^bov^h 
mentioned^,  pubfished  in  thr-^legMlev  «f 
thQ  9th  instaBt.  But,  two  or  three  of  my 
correspondents  exprei^  a  wish  10  hetr 
sometfaikig  upon  the  Doronattan  Oaik,  as 
connected  with  the  Catholic  Claiflls.  Good 
God  !  That  Oath  has  no  more  to  dfrwitli 
those  Claims  than  it  has  to  do  with*  Mr. 
Bagshaw's  claim  upon  any  of  bis  customers 
for  the  amount  of  the  Register  that  I  am 
now  writing.  Neveftheless,  as  it  is  possi- 
ble that  many  persons  may  entertain  some 
doubts  upon  the  subject ;  as  the  words  of 
this  Oath  are  in  the  possession  of  so  com- 
paratively small  number  of  persons;  and, 
especially  as  I  recollect,  that,  in  the  year 
1801, 1  myself,  taking  upon  trust  what  I 
heard  from  others,  sincerely  believed^  thdt 
a  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Catho- 
lics would  amount  to  a  violation  of  this 
Oath,  I  will  here  endeavour  to  place  the 
mattisr  in  so  clear  a  light,  that  the  most 
crafty  shall  not,  with  respect  to  it,  have  it 
any  longer  in  their  power  to  impose  upon 
the  most  ignorant  or  most  unwary.*-*— ^Be- 
fore we  go  any  further,  it  may  not,  with  a 
view  to  penpicuity,  ht  amiss' for  t»  to  r<- 
\     21 
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state  the  question  ;  for,  howeTer  contrary 
ilKft&y  be  to  the  fashion  of  the  times*  it 
certainly  doe?-  seeot  eoiMonaiH  to  reason, 
that,  betbre  men  talk  much/ they  should 
come  to  an  understanding  as  to  wluu  they 

art  iaOciiig  af>oui, My  Lord  Howick  s 

Bill,  in  1807,  contemplated  a  relaxation 
in  the  laws  respeciing  tbe  exclusion  from 
military,  and,  I  bf  lieve,  naval,  offices,  of 
our  Roman  Catholic  fellow  subjects.  As 
the  law  now  stand.^,  the  king  cannot  legal- 
ly appoint  Roman  Catholics  to  the  higher 
ranks,  at  least,  in  the  army  or  the  navy. 
My  lord  Howick's  Bill  did  not  go  to  give 
the  Catholics  a  right  to  demand o\'  the  king 
aiiy  promotion  at  all ;  but,  to  enable  the 
king  (a  use  his  pleasure  as  to  surh  promo- 
tion.  It  do^s  appear  perfectly  mon- 
strous, and,  at  a  future  day,  it  will  hardly 
be  believed,  that  the  proposing  of  this  bill 
should  have  been  represented  as  an  attempt 
upon  the  kind's  conscience ;  as  an  attempt  to 
entrap  him,  or  to  enforce  him  into  a  vuda^ 
tion  of  his  coronation  oath;  and  especially, 
when  it  will  be  seen  recorded  in  the  sta- 
tute book,  that,  three  years  before,  the 
king  had  voluntarily  given  his  consent  to  an 
act,  which  enabled  him  to  employ  and  to 
promote  (without  any  limitation  whatever) 
foreign  Roman  Catholics,  in  the  army.  It 
is  to  be  observed,  loo,  that  this  act  was  well 
known  not  to  be  intended  as  a  mere  matter 
of  form,  but  was  to  be  acted  apon«  ^nd  im- 
mediately too^  and  to  a  very  considerable 
extent.  After  this,  it  does  appear  mon- 
strous, that  the  Bill  of  Lord  kovirick 
should  havebe^  represented  as  an  attempt 
to  force  the  king  to  violate  his  coronation 
«a/A,  which,  if  the  bill  coiiKl  have  produced 
a  violation  of  it,  had  been  voluntarily  vio- 
lated by  the  king  three  years  before. 

Yet;  incredible  as  this  will  and  must  ap- 
pear to  posterity,  such  was  notoriously  the 
iBCt;  and,  it  is  still  fresh  in  oar  memories, 
that  the  proposing  of  this  Bill  was  made 
the  ground  of  dismissing  the  late  ministry, 
against  whom,  from  one  end  of  the  king- 
dom to  the  other,  their  opponents  bad  the 
address  to  raise  the  ciy  of  "  No-Popery,'* 
Jwhich  words  conveyed  a  charge  of  their 
having  attempted  to  re-establish,  in  thb 
kingdom,  the  popish  reli^on.  Of  folly  so 
completely  brutish  as  this,  history,  as  far 
as  I  am  Jfcquainted  vrith  it,  furnishes  no 

example. From  the  very  words  of  the 

Coronation  Oath,  it  is  ^evident,  that  the 
jneasure  proposed  could 4iave  produced  no 
violation  of  it.  We  will  now  see  what 
those  vQi^Lare;  9SM,  that  we  may  have 
thj  rtntililiJMflffmnfn  III!  let  us  ta]»  them 


together  with  the  *"cst  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, of  .which  they  make  a  part,  the  title 
of  which  Act  is :  **  A*  Act  for  establiskiag 
'*  the  Coronation  Oath/'  and  which  Act  is 
the  Vlth  Chapter  of  the  first  session  of  the 
first  year  of  William  and  Mary. 

"  WHEREAS  by  the  Law  and  antient 
"  Usage  of  this^  Realm,  the  Kings  and 
**  Queens  thereof  have  taken  a  sulema 
"  Oath  upon  the  Evangelists  at  their  re- 
"spective  Coronations,  to  maintain  the 
'*  Statutes,  Laws,  ami  Customs  of  the  said 
"  Realm,  and  all  the  People  and  Inhab't- 
''  tants  thereof,  in  their  S|)iritual  and  Ci- 
"  vil  Rights  and  Properties ;  But  foras- 
^*  much  as  the  Oath  itself  on  such  Occa- 
"  sion  administered,  hath  heretofore  been 
«'  framed  in  doubtful  Words  and  Expres- 
'*  sions,  with  relation  to  ancient  Laws  and 
''  Constitutions  at  this  Time  unknown :" 
To  the  end  therefore  that  one  uniform 
Oath  may  be  in  all  Times  to  come  takea 
by  the  Kings  and  Queens  of  this  Realm, 
and  to  (hem  respectively  administered  at 
the  Times  of  their  and  every  of  their  Coro- 
nation ;  may  it  please  your  Majesties  that  it 

may  be  enacted  ; IL  And  be  it  enacted 

by  the  King's  and  Queen's  most  Excellent 
Majesties,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and 
Consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral, and  the  Commons,  in  this  present 
Parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  same,  That  the  Oath  herein 
mentioned,  and  hereafter  expressed,  shall 
and  may  be  administered  to  their  most 
Excellent  Majesties  King  WUHam  and 
Queen  M«y,  (whom  God  long  preserve), 
at  the  Time  of  their  Coronatioo,  in  the 
presence  of  all  Persons  that  shall  be  then 
and  there  present  at  the  soleainizing 
thereof,  by  the  Archbishop  of  Ca^erbtay, 
or  the  Archbishop  of  York,  or  either  of 
them,  or  any  other  Bishop  of  this  Realm, 
whom  the  King's  Majesty  shall  thereunto 
appoint,  and  who  shall  be  hereby  there- 
unto respectively  authorized  ;  which  p^tb 
followeth,  and  shall  be  administered  in  this 
Manner,  that  is  to^  say. 

The  Archbishop  or  Bishop  shak  say, 
"  IIL.  Will  you  solemnly  promise  and 
"  swear  to  govern  the  People  of  this  King- 
*'  dom  of  Eni^land,  and  the  Dominions 
-*'  thierelo  belobging,  according  to.  the  Sia- 
**  tutes  in  Parliament  agreed  on,  and  th# 
"  Laws  and  Customs  of  the  same  V* 

The  King  and  Queen  shall  s(^,  ^ 

"  I  solemnly  promise  so  to  do.'* 

Archbishop  or  Bishop. "  Wi)l  you  t» 

"  your  Power  cause  Law  and  JusticQ>  ia 
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would  experience  a  blow  that  it  Jiever 
before  felt  ?  And,  if  the  enemy  were  not 
instantly  repulsed;  if  the  people  of  Ireland 
were  merely  to  stand  siiU;  what  must  be 
the  inevitable  consequences  to  public 
credit,  and  indeed,  to  credit  of  every  sort, 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  ? — ■ — From 
men  of  sease  and  independence,  I  want 
no  answer  to  these  questions ;  but,  I  shouM 
really  like  to  hear  what  men  of  a  ditfisrent 
description  have  to  say  in  answer  to  them. 

^The  hirelings  of  the  press  in  London 

frequently  observe,  in  answer  to  our  ap- 
prehensions with  respect  to  Ireland,  that 
tke  Irish  thentsehes  do  not  compl(tin.  In- 
sulting observation !  Observation  which 
nothiag  but  the  most  cotd-blooded  cruelty 
could  possibly  have  suggested.  Why, 
what  have  we  to  do,  in  answer  to  this  ob- 
servation, but  to  remark,  that  tlie  ^rench 
and  the  Dutch  tltemselves  do  not  complain ; 
yet  we  say^  that  the  French  and  the  Dutch 
have  very  good  reason  to  cooAplain  ;  and 
it  would  be  looked  upon  as  almoAt  dis- 
loyal to  say,  that  the  French  and  the  Dutch 
were  not  oppressed  people.  Read  the 
Register  of  the  9th  instant ;  look  at  the 
state  of  the  people  of  Ireland  ;  and  when 
you  havedone  that,  you  will  want  no  further 
explanation  of  the  csMse  of  the  Irish  tltetfiselvcs 

not  complaining, ^People   of  Kogland  I 

you  have  now  the  whole.matter  before 
you ;  and  to  your,  good  sense  and  your 
well-known  love  of  justice  I  leave  the 
cause  of  the  unibrtunate  people  of  Ireland, 
W>*.  COBBKTT. 
Botley,  2B  Dec.  1809. 


TO   THE 

INHABITANTS  OF  SOUTHAMPTON. 

Fellow  Citizens  ; — About  eight  months 
ago,  with  a  spirit  not  anticipated  either  by 
the.  friends  or  the  enemies  of  the  measure, 
you  came  independently  forward  with  a 
vote  of  your  unanimous  thanks  to  Colonel 
Wardle,  for  his  patriotic,  firm,  and  cou- 
rageous perseverance  in  exposing  a  system 
of  gross  and  notorious  corruption  in  the 
most  important  department  of  government. 
It  woulci  appear  however,  that  this  was  a 
service  which  was  not  grateful  to,  or  es- 
teemed meritorious  by,  either  your  actual 
representatives,  .or  by  the  majority  of  the 
Hot&se  of  Commons,  who,  though  usually 
liberal  m  giving,  gave  Colonel  Wardle  no 
thanks,  and  upon  the  whole,  |-ather  bad 
encouragement ;  so  that  Colonel  Wardle 
can  boast  only  of  having  received  nearly 
the  unanimouft  thanks  of  THE  PEOPLE  of 


England  ! Since    the    aboVe    period, 

npthjng  has  occurred  which  at  all  bears 
upon  the  merits  of  that  case,  except  the 
admission,  before  the  highest  ordinary 
tribunal  in  the  country,  of  the  competence 
of  one  of  the  principal  witnesses  brought 
forward   by  Colonel   Wardle  in  substan* 

tiaiion  of  his  charges. But  although 

nothing  has  occurred  which  bears  upon 
the  case,  a  good  deal  has  occurred  which 
bears  upon  Colonel  Wardle.  He  has  been 
the  victim  of  an  expensive  and  vexatious 
prosecution,  for  the  value  of  goods  ddivered 
to,  and  for  another,  and  debited  to  him,  not 
in  consequence  of  his  written  order,  not 
in  consequence  of  his  verbal  order,  but  in 
consequence  of  his  having  held  his  tongue; 
And  the  demand  was  entertainingly  enough 
supported  by  the  witness  before  alluded  to, 
who  was  held  adequately  credible  in  a  case 
against  Colonel  Wardle,  who  had  had  no 
credit  at  all  allowed  her  in  the  case  against 

the  Duke  of  York.T Fellow  Citizens,  I 

will  not  abuse  your  attention  by  pursuing 
the  ramifications  of  this  business  further 
than  just  to  remind  you,  that  Colonel 
Wardle,  feeling  the  evidence  to  be  what  I  * 
sincerely  also  believe  it  to  have  been,  did» 
at  the  time,  give  a  pledge  to  the  People  of 
England,  that  he  would  duly  come  for^- 
ward  with  his  proofs  of  its  having  ^een  sot 
and  Colonel  Wardle,  fellow  Citiaens,  as  I 
esteem,  has  honourably  redeemed  his  . 
pledge. It  is  not  our  business  to  ani- 
madvert at  any  length  upon  the  late  Trial ; 
but  it  requires  only  a  slight  perusal  to  see, 
that  the  cross  examination  of  Colonel  War- 
dle, was  less  directed  to  get  at  the  truth  of 
the  point  at  issi^ein  the  King's  Bencb/4baa 
at  something  which  might  criminate  his 
motives  or  bis  conduct,  upon  the  past  in* 
veBtigation  before  the  House  of  Commons; 
and,  if  the  published  report  of  JLord  Ellen- 
borough's  charge  be  correct,  (which  I 
have  so  high  a  respect  for  him,  that  I  will 
not  believe)  his  animadversions  upon  the 
moral  colour  and  quality  of  the  act  of  Col^ 
Wardle,  in  having  given  \20L  to  Mrs. 
Clarke,  (which  had  little  reference,  if  any, 
even  to  the  merits  of  the  investigation 
before  parliament,  where  the  truth  of  the 
facts  was  the  question,  and  not  the  mode 
in  which  the  evidence  had  been  obtained, 
and  none  at  all  to  the  merits  of  the  cause 
then  before  the  court,)  were  irregular, 
extrajudicial,  and  a  travelling  out  of  the 
issue ;  and  the  impre^ion  of  which,  al- 
though not  intendied,  most  have  been  to 
vilify  and  discredit  to  the  Jwry^  upon  that 
cause,  the  character  of  the  prosecuCor* 
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(wbo  was  also  a  WITNESS,)  in  respect  oif 
alransactfon  not  before  ihe  court,  and  with 
which  conseqaenily  it  had  no  concern- 
ment. I  therefore  again  say,  1  do  not 
belicTe  it  to  have  bec(h  a  correct  report  of 

Lord  Ellenborough^s  charge. A  vord 

of  our  own,  now,  on  this  ailedged  suborna- 
tion of  Mrs.  Clarke, — who^  by  the  bye, 
eeems  to  have  brought  her  evidence  to  a 
pretty  good  market;  where  she  sells  the 
production  of  a  part  to  one,  and  the  tup- 
prc9$ion  of  the  remainder  to  another:  in 
which  traffic  the  latter  buying  r^fhsc,  at  an 
enormous  price,  certainly 'made  by  ftir  the 
worst  bargain. — But  the  idea  ofstiomation 
h  ridiculous.  Why  Col.  Wardle  merely 
bought  the  production  of  what  existed  (of 
TAPERS) ;  not  the  fabrication  of  what 
did  not  exist,  that  is,  of  falshoods ;  and 
which  constitutes  subornation.  In  a  word, 
if  there  was  a  crime  in  purchasing  the 
production  o(  existing  evidence  on  behalf  of 
the  public  at  the  price  of  120/.  what  shall 
ye  say  of  the  purchasing  the  suppression 

of  it  at  10,000/. ^Fellow  Townsmen,  it 

is  scarcely  necessary,  now,  for  me  to  point 
oat  to  y^u,  that  whatever  hostility,  per- 
secution, or  vexation  Colonel  Wafdle  has 
been  exposed  to,  it  is  the  sei-vices  which 
he  has  rendered  you  that  have  exposed 
him  to  them.  Neither  on  account  of  Mrs. 
Clarke's  upholsterer's  bill,  nor  on  any 
olher  account^  would  Colonel  Wardle  s 
character  have  ever  been  the  subject  of 
obloquy,  but  for  his  attempt  to  serve  you. 
Colonel  Wardle's  character  through  life 
has  been  not  only  unblemished  but  bright ; 
.  and  we  may  be  assured  that  those  yilinca- 
tions  of  it  are  an  attempt  to  wound  the 
great  cause  of  the  country  through  his 
side.  But  even  had  his  private  character 
been  difierent,  let  it  have  been  what  it 
might,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  We 
must  take  men  as  we  find  them,  since  iwe 
cannot  make  them  what  we  wish.- 
Colonel  Wardle's  is  the  second  great  at- 
tempt within  a  short  period  made  by  a 
public  spirited  man  to  serve  your  essential 
interests  and  to  save  the  country.  If  you 
abandon  him  you  never  will  have,  and 
you  pierer  wilt  deserve,  another.  Eight 
months  ago,  fellow  Townsmen,  Colonel 
Wardle  received  your  unanimous  thanks 
as  the  undaunted  mvestigator  into  public 
.  corruption :  and  animated,  by  your  ^p-> 
probation  he  has  never  relaxed ;  on  the 
contrary  he  has  redoubled  his  exertions. 
Tho<)e  who  thrive  by  these  corruptions 
have  marked  him  as  the  victim,  whose  sa- 
crifice is  indispensable  to  their  security. 


He  now  stands,  therefore,  if  yon  pretcadto^ 
any,  character  or  any  consistency,  doubly 
entitled  to-your  protection ;  you  animat^ 
him  to  the  battle,  and  he  bleeds  in  yoor 
service.  He  is  at  length  not  only  the  Ad- 
vocate, but  the  Martyr  for  the  cause  of 
the  people. One  more  remark,  in  con- 
cluding, which  I  hope  will  not  be  irrele- 
vant. Colonel  Wardle's  prosecution  of 
the  late  Commander  in  Chief  stands  ho- 
nourably contrasted  with  almost  ererjr 
other  similar  recorded  proceeding;  ror 
neither  malevolent  ingenuity,  nor  ctmi 
examination,  nor  bold  invention,  have  ever 
been  able  to  disclose  or  assign  any  motive 
but  a  public  and  honourable  one  for  his  con- 
duct. Not  a  malicious  insinuation  to  the 
contrary  purport  has  been  even  breathed 

in  the  air. The  man,  and  his  motives, 

fellow  Townsmen,  in  short,  and  more  than 
in  any  instance  I  ever  heard  of,  have  be- 
longed exclusively  to  the  people;  the 
cause  is  your  own,  and  YOU  OUGHT  TO 
SUPPORT  IT. 

John  Cotton  WonTRfKOTOK. 
Southampton,  Dec.  22,  l«09. 


SCARCITY  OF  GOLD. 

Sir; — I  have  l>een  an  atlentiTe  reader 
of  all  that  has  appeared  in  yours  and  other 
papers  on  the  redundancy  of  Bank  Notes 
and  the  scarcity  of  Gold.  But  among  all 
the  various  and  contradictory,  though 
sometimes  ingenious  arguments  adducM, 
what  appears  evidently  to  me  as  the  only 
cause  of  the  scarcity  alluded  to,  has  been 
merely  once  or  twice  hinted  at,  and  in  do 
degree  developed.  Of  ^1  the  writers  that 
have  appearea.  no  one  seems  more  at  va- 
riance with  himself  than  the  "  Economist" 
in  your  Register  of  the  16th.  In  consi- 
dering the  nature  of  Banking;  Institutions, 
his  reasoning  is  in  part  predicated  on  as- 
sumed data,  which  are  at  least  of  doubtibl 
validity  ;  namely,  that  the  value  of  Bank 
Notevs  at  this  moment  depreciated,  and 
that  the  quantity  of  those  notes  in  circula- 
tion is  the  cause  of  the  scarcity  of  specie 
now  so  much  complained  of — I  sha^  leave 
it  to  others  to  combat  the  hypothetical 
doctrine  of  depreciation,  and  confine  my 
observations  to  the  scarcity  of  Gold.  I 
cannot  refrain,  however,  ^m  contrasting 
beforehand  some  sentences  of  that  writer, 
merely  to  shew  that  he  partakes,  in  some 
degree,  of  the  peculiar  indistinctness  of 
ideas  prevailing  on  this  subject,  In  enu- 
meratmg  the  advantages  of  Banks,  be 
considers  as  the  greatest,  the  power  of 
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indeed,  it  hti  been,  observed  ;  the  people 
^i  England  hate  well  ob^rved,  that  no 
part  of'  this  German  Legion,  or  army,  ie 
ever  sent  to  the  Eatt  or  Vert  Indies,  nor  to 
any  of  the  king's  distent  dominions.  Now, 
eithet'  these  troops  are  tuctssery  to  the  de- 
fence of  this  kingdom,  or  they  are  not; 
f f  they  are  not,  wh;  were  they  rmed,  mid 
Vohy  are  they  kept  tm,  at  suck  an  enormws 
Mence  ?  And,  if  they  are,  then  b  U  de- 
clared to  the  world,  that  England,  that 
this  Chieen  of  Lies,  that  this  mistress  of 
the  Ocean,  that  Britannia,  the  mlcr  of 
the  Waves,  does,  at  last,  stand  in  need  <f 

fbfcipt  troops   to   defind   her  sfiores, 

When  the  reader  has  taken  time  to  let 
hts  blood  cool  (for  boil  it  must  if  he 
bas  any  in  his  veins)  we  will  draw  off 
again  to  our  subject  of  the  Coronation 

Oath. Well,  then,  when  the  k'uig  was 

crowned  ;  when  the  king  took  the  co- 
ronatten  oath,  **  the  statutes  in  par- 
*'  liament  agreed  on,''  forbade,  in  the 
most  clear  and  positive  terms,  the  com* 
mfiting  of  any  office  qf  trust,  either  civil  er 
mililary,  to  the  hands  of  any  foreigner 
whatever,  except  born  of  English  parents. 
Siioh  was  the  language  of  the  law,  and 
that  law  was,  too,  mads  toith  a  view  to  the 
km^s  family  coming  to  ikt  throne  qf  tJds 
kingdom,  which  is  a  circumstance  very  ma- 
teria}. LsX  us  now  hear,  then,  what  the 
Commentator  upon  the  laws  of  England 

days,  as  to  this  point. »*  Nothing,    says 

BtAcRsToNE,  Book  I.  Chap.  13.  "Nothing 
**  ought  to  be  more  guarded  afrahist,  in  a 
**  free  state,  than  making  the  military 
*'  power  when  such  a  one  is  necessaiy  to 
^  be  kept  on  foot,  a  body  too  distinet  from 
"  the  people.  Like  ours,  therefore,  it 
.  •*  Ahould  wholly  be  composed  of  NATU- 
*•  HAL  SUBJECTS.  No  separate  camp, 
**  no  karracks,  no  inland  fortresses  should 

••  be  allowed,  &c.    &c.    &c." What 

Woald  Judge  Bfackstone  have  said,  if  he 
had  Kved  to  see  the  German  Legion  (horse, 
fjot,  artillery,  and  engineers,)  and  if  he  had 
aeen,  not  only  the  immense  barracks  all 
oter  the  country,  but,  if  he  had  seen  whole 
reghnentsoFEnglishmenwith  WHISKERS 
«n  their  feces,  and  left  with  nothing  about 

tbem  having  the  look  of  Englishmen? 

To  be  sure,  the  bw  has,  within  the  last 
len  or  twelre  years,  bteen  altered,  in  re- 
spect to  the  employing  of  foreigners  in 
our  mSitary  service.  1  do  not  pretend 
Ihat  lliere  is  not  now  hno  for  what  has 
been  done  in  this  way.  On  the  contrary, 
I  know  that  there  is  law  for  it  But,  if 
•  tbe  altering  of  this  law,  this  great  eon* 


atituttonal  law  ;  if,  to  alter  this  law  was 
NO  violation  of  the  Coronation  Oath  (and 
I  agree  that  it  was  no  stich  violation,)  is 
there  yet  a  hypocritical  knave  to  aflect  to 
believe,  that  tlie  king's  giving  his  assent 
to  a  relaxation  of  tl^  excluding  statutes 
against  his  suflfering  Roman  Catholic  sub* 
jects,  would  be  a  Ttolation  of  that  oath  ? 
U  there,  I  say,  yet  a  hypocritical  knare  ; 
18  there  yet,  in  the  kingdom,  a  man  so 
lost  to  all  sense  of  shame,  as  well  as  of 
principle,  as  to  afiect  to  believe  this  ^  I 
will  not  now  believe,  U)at  any  thing  funkier 
is  necessary  to  be  said  u)M>n  this  subject. 
Yet,  I  cannot  refirain  from  iavitins^  tbt 

reader  tooine  other  view  of  it -it  ha* 

been  already  observed,  that,  the  crafty 
knaves,  whose  object  it  was  to  deceive  tlw 
unwary,  have  raised  a  cavil  upon  tha 
words  "  law  established:"  and,  it  has  aha 
been  sbown,  from  reason  as  uell  as  front 
actual  practice,  that  those  word^  must  meaa^ 
thelaiwas  it  should  at  any  tiine  stand.  Bo| 
I  now  wish  the  reader  to  look  back  to  tba 
ihne,  when  the  above-cited  Act,  establish^ 
ing  the  Coronation  Oath,  was  passed,  and 
see  in  what  sense  those,  who  passed  the  law^ 
imderstood  the  words  in  question.- — • 
There  appears  ncv^r  to  have  been«  fbrona 
moment,  in  existence,  amone^t  those  wha 
passed  this  law,  the  smallest  doubt,  that  tha 
Oath  left  the  king  at  perfect  liberty  ta 
give  his  assent  to  any  act  for  relaxing  tha 
then  existing  laws  relative  to  aay  reli^oat 
sect  of  his  subjects.  But,  there  did  arisa 
doubts  as  to  whether  the  words,  ^  maintaia 
"  the  Protestmt  reformed  Religioa  as  hf 
'<  lano  established,'*  would  leave  the  king  at 
liberty  to  give  his  assent  to  aoy  bill  for 
altering  any  form  or  ceremony  in  tbe  etta« 
blished  church.  This  became  a  question; 
upon  this  question  the  leading  members 
gave  their  opinions ;  aiid,  it  will  be  foand, 
that  those  opinions  exactly  apply  Co  tha 
case  before  us. — -See  the  PARUAwaMTaair 
HistoRY,  Vol.  V.  p.  208  and  tbe  follow^ 
tng. — -There  it  will  be  seen,  that  thew 
existed  a  do^t  wheth^  ^e  words>  *'  asby 
Um)  established**  might  not  mean,  tiat  tha 
king  would  violate  bis  oath,  if  he  evetf 
gave  his  assent  to  an  altefatioa  of  the  Va^r 
then  especially  in  view.  To  remove  tbia 
doubt,  Mr.  Prlham  oflered  a  PROVISO^ 
by  way  of  rider  to  the  Bill,  which  proviso 

was  in  the  following   words  t ^'  /Vo- 

**  vided  akoenft,  tmd  be  it  hereby  dedared, 
<«  That  no  Claase  in  this  Act  shuU  be  under- 
'*  stoodso,  to  bind  the  kings  or  qutens  qf  thit 
"  realm,  #:i  to  prevent  thrir  giving  theit  ray<d 
»  aeaaU  to  any  BiU,  mfhick  $haU  b$  Mt  m^ 
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"  time  offered  hf  the  lords  and  commem  a^- 
"  senibled  in  parliament,  for  the  4aking  cnoay 
*'  or  aUerins  any  Form  or  Ceremony,  in  the 
"  established  Church,  so  as  the  Doctrines  qf 
"  the  said  Ckuach,  a  public  Uturgy,  and 
*'  the  Episcopal  Government  of  it ^  be  pre- 
*'  served.*' This  proviso  was  finally  re- 
jected ;  but,  \\\^  reasons  for  the  r^ecticn 
are  what  we  want  to  see.  There  wei-e  Mr. 
Garroway,  Sir  Henrt  Goodrick  ami 
one  or  two  more  who  were  lor  the  proviw, 
being  of  opinion,  that  it  made  the  matter 
plainer,  that  it  more  fully  expressed  the 
meaning  of  those  who  u ere  enacting  the 
Oath ;  but,  those,  who  opposed  the  pro- 
yiso,  said,  that  it  was  unnecessary ;  that  the 
sense  of  ii  was  understood;  and  that,  to  pass 
it  would  be  to  create  doubts  as  to  the  right  of 
the  parliament  to  alter  laws  at  its  pleasure. 

Let    us   have  their    own    words. Sir 

Christopher  Musgrave  saiil ;  There  is  no 
occasion  for  this  proviso.  It  cannot  be  ima- 
gined that  a/fy  bill  from  hence  will  ever  de^ 
Uroy  tkf  legislative  powtr.  Therefore,  there 
being  no  need  of  this  proviso,  pray  Iny  it 
aside. — r-SiR  Robert  Sau'yer  said  :  This 
ifl  the  first  proviso  of  this  nature  that  ever 
was- in  any  bill.  It  seems  to' strike' at  tltele*^ 
gislatife  /w>uw.— Sir  Robert  Cottos 
said:  Though  the  proviso  looko  well  and 
healing,  yet  it  seems  to  imply  a  defect,  not 
able  to  alter  laws  as  occastpn  requires.*-—— 
Mr.  Finch  (who  wa.s  afierwardfi  Loixl 
High  Chancellor  I  believe)  said :  1  am 
against  this  proviso,  when  I  consider 
it  will  not  have  the  effect  proposed,  but 
qnite  the  contrary.  The  pr4>viso  comes  in 
to  help  the  clauee  ia  the  Oath,  <'  to  main- 
'*  tain  the  rt\\g\ow^  established  by  law,** 
Now,  these  words^  *'  established  by  law,'* 
HINDER  NOTTHE KING  FROM  PASS- 
ING ANY  BILL  FOR  EASE  OF  DIS- 
SENTERS.-—rSra  Wm.  Williams,  wiio 
wsLBfor  the  proviso,  said  :  When  the  king 
swears  to  govern  according  to  law,  if  a  ly- 
iaxation  to  dissenters,  the  king  may  df>:h 

by  lata, Sir  George  Treby,  who  was 

for  retaining  the  proviso,  since  it  had 
been  introduced,  said  :  It  is  agreed  to  be 
the  sense  of  the  House, ,^that  these  words 
("  established  by  law")  dp  not  bar.tJtf  kwg 
from  affy  alteration.  When  you  say,  t4ie 
Protestant  religion,  as,  hy  law  established,  it 
must  be  with  the  ceremonies  and  gov^o- 
menf,  by  law  established.  Therefore,  that 
you  mean  that  the  ^overnnjient  is  alterable,  is 
agreed  by  all,". — After  observations  to  the 
same  effect  from  Sir  Joseph  Tredenham 
and  Sir  Thomas  Lee,  the  Pro 9:30  was 
withdrawn,  and  the  bill  passed  in  it^  present 
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shape  and  words. What  /eroakis  to  be 

said  will  He  in  a  very  small  compass.  I 
have  now  shown  most  clearly;  I  have 
now  proved  beyond  all  dispute ;  I  have 
now  put  it  out  of  the  reach  of  cavilling 
Jtilavery,  that  in  no  sense  whatever,  can  it 
be  supposed,  that  the  king,  in  giving  his 
assent  to  the  bill  of  Lord  Howick,  or  to 
any  other  measure  of  relaxation  of  the 
laws  excluding  his  Catholic  subjects  frooEt 
offices  of  trust,  civil  or  military,  would  vio- 
late his  Coronation  Oath.  Nay,  it  must  be 
evident^  to  every  man  of  common  sense^that 
the  king  hi  nisei  fy/fii^  knofia,  that,  if  so  to  act 
would  be  to  violate  hi^  oath,  that  oath  has 
been,  by  him  as  well  as  by  his  predeces- 
sors of  the  Brunswick  family,  repeatedly 
violated.  What  a  shame  is  it,  then  ;  how 
injurious  to  the  character  of  the  king  is  it, 
fur  any  man  or  any  party,  to  pretend  that 
he  has  "  scruples  qf  conscience*'  upon  this 
head  1  .These  are  the  real  enemies  of  the 
king,  of  his  family,  and  of  ihe  kingly  go- 
vernment. It  ha  faction,  and  not  the 
kuig ;  it  is  the  interests  of  political  in- 
triguers, and  npt  the  conscience  of  their 
sovereign,  that  stand  between  the  people 
of  Ireland  and  ihe  granting  of  their  just 
nnd  reasonable  requests:  and,  it  is  these 
interests,  these  miserable  interests,  that 
stand  between  this  naiion  and  its  safety  as 
far  as  relates  to  the  disposition  of  the 

Irish. It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  if^ 

in  the  present  state  of  Ireland,  Buonaparte 
were  to  eflect  a  landing  in  th^  country, 
th^  fate  of  the  whole  kingdom  would  be- 
come very  precarious ;    or,  at  least,  that 
the  whole  kingdom  would  be  thrown  inta 
the  utmost  cpnfusion.      If,  in  the  year 
1797,  the  landing  of  two  or  three  hundred 
Frenchipen  in  Wales  produced  the  stop- 
page ofxasb  payments  at  the  Bank,  and 
gave  rise  to  that  red  lindane  v  of  paper-mo- 
ney, which  is%now,  of  itself,  \>ecome  a  mat- 
ter pf  very  serious  concern  to  erery  man 
endowed  with  the  slightest  Cjapactty  for 
thinking,  what  must  be  the  effect  of  aa 
invasion  of  Ireland,  that  country  havin|^ 
as  ^as  declared  in  parliament,  "  a  Frauk 
part^'  in  its  bosom,  and  ^n^  mdtr  bass 
founded  upon  that  declaration?  Talkofjpeao^ 
indeed,  what  terms  of  peace  have  we  to- 
expect,  while^our  enemy  knows,  that  this 
is  the  situation  of  a  pan  of  this  kingdom^ 
detached  from  the  rest,  and  containing  one 
third  part  of  its  whole  population?  Can. 
it  t^e  donbtedj  by  any  man  in  his  senses 
that,  if,  in  the  present  aituation  of  Ireland,, 
only  twenty  thousand  French  were  to  make' 
good  a  landing,  what  is  called  pdiik  credk 
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''  Mercy,  to  be  executed  in  all  your  Judg- 
"  ments  ?*' 
\  King  and  ^uecn. "I  will." 

Archbisliop  or  Bishop, "Will  you  to 

*'  the  utmost  of  vour.  Power  maintain  the 
"  Laws  of  God,  tKe  true  profession  of  the 
•'  Gospel,  and  the  Protestant  Reformed 
'•  Religion  established  by  Law  ?  And  will 
"  you  preserve  unto  the  Bishops  and 
"  Clergy  of  ibis  Realm,  and  to  the  Churches 
"  committed  to  their  Charge, .  all  such 
*'  Rights  and  Pi  Ivilegres,  as  by  Law  do  or 
"  shall  appertain  unto  them,  or  any  of 
"  them  ?'^ 

King  and  Slutens "  All  this  I  promise 

'•  to  do/' 

After  this,  the  King  and  Queen  laying 
his  and  her  Hand  upon  the  Holy  Gospels, 
shall  say, 

"  The  things  which  I  have  here  before  * 
'*  premised,  I  will  perform  and  keep.     So 
"  heip  me  God:' 

Then  the  King  and  Queen  shall  kiss  the 
book. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  Oath  shall  be  in  like  Manner  ad- 
ministered to  every  King  or  Queen,  who 
shall  succeed  to  the  Imperial  Crown  of 
this  Realm,  at  their  respective  Corona- 
tions, by  one  of  the  Archbishops  or  Bishops 
x>f  this  Realm  of  England,  for  the  Time 
being,  to  be  thereunto  appointed  by  such 
King  or  Queen  r^pectively,  and  in  the 
presence  of  all  Persons  that  shall  be  at- 
tending, as<«isting,  or  otherwise  present 
at  such  their  respective  Coronations,  any 
Iaw,  Statute,  or  Usage,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstand  ing. 


[9» 


Now,  reader,  do  you  see  any  thing  here 
that  forbids  the  king  to  give  his  assent  to 
any  meamre  whatever  tending  to  relax  the 
laws  against  Roman  Catholics,  and  espe- 
cially a  measure,  which  bad  in  contem- 
plation merely  to  open  to  them  the  door 
of  military  and  naval  promotion  f  On  what 
sentence,  on  what  phrase,  on  what  word, 
is  it  that  craft  can  affect  to  found  such  an 
interpretation  ?-^ — -Did  the  proposed  mea- 
sure tend  to  cause  the  king  to  govern  the 
people  contrary  to  the  statutes  in  parlia- 
ment agreed  on  and  the  laws  and  customs 

of  the  land  ? Did  it  tend  to  induce  the 

king   not  to   cause  law   and  justice,    in 

mercy,  to  be  executed  in  his  judgments  ? 

bid  it  tend   to   induce  him  not  tp 

maintain  the  protestant  religion  as  sstab- 

lished  by  l?w  ? Did  it  strike  at  any 

right  or  privilege,  which,  by  law,  did  or 
Ao,  belong  to  ths  fii»hop8  and  Cltrgy  of 


the  establjished  Church  ? To  each  of 

these  questions  common  sense  gives,  with- 
out a  moment's  hesitation,  a  decided  nega« 
tive. On  what,  then,  is  it,  that  politi- 
cal craft  and  intrigue  have  Ibunded  this 
pretended  charge  of  attempting  to  entrap 
the  conscience  of  the  king  and  to  induce  him 
to  violate  his  coronation  oath  ?  Why,  it 
is  this  ;  that  the  king  has  sworn  to  mainT 
•lain  ihe  prQtestant  religion,  as  by  law 
established :  that  these  last  words  meant  the 
law  as  it  then  stood;  and  that,  if  he  assent 
to  any  law  altering  the  situation  of  the 
Catholics,  such  assent  will  be  a  violation 

of  his  oath. But,  in  1793,  the  king  gave 

his  assent  to  an  act,  authorizing  him  to 
grant  commissions  to  Roman  Catholics  in 
the  Irish  army,  and,  in  1.^04-,  he  gave  his 
assent  to  an  act,  authorizing  him  to  grant 
commissions,  to  any  extent,  in  any  part  of 
bis  army,  though  serving  in  this  country,  to 
Roman  Catholic  foreigners.  Where,  let 
me  ask,  was  his  conscience  thenyif  to  assent 
to  the  measure  proposed  by  Lord  Howick, 

be  now  to  violate  his  oath  ? Tliere  js, 

however,  in  this  interpretation  of  the  oath, 
something  so  shockingly  impudent,  that  I 
cannot  djsmiss  it  without  further  exposure. 

In  the  first  part  of  the  oath,  the  king 

swears  to  govern  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, "  according  to  the  statutes  in  parliament 
*•  agreed  on,  and  the  laws  and  customs  qf  the 
"  land/*  Now,  when  the  king  was 
crowned^,  no  Englishman  had  ever  yet 
dreamed  of  a  law  to  take  from  him,  in  one 
direct  tax,  a  tenth  part  of  the  whole  of  hi$ 
income,  by  tb^  authority  of  commissioneis 
appointed  by  the  ministry,  and  without 
leaving  bim,  in  case  of  over  charge,  any 
tgypeal  to  a  JURY,  though  Magna  Charta 
and  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  land  for^ 
bade  that  any  man  should  have  his  pro- 
perty, or  any  portion  of  it,  taken  from 
him  without  the  benefit  of  such  appeal. 
Yet,  whatever  else  we  may  think  of  this 
measure,  no  one  ever  was  so  absurd  as  to 
say,  that,  in  giving  his  assent  to  \t,  the 

king  violated  his  coronation  oath. ^When 

the  king  was  crowned  "  the  Statutes  in 
"  Parliament  agreed  on"  declared,  that  no 
"  person,  born  out  of  ihe  kingdoms  of  Eng- 
"  land,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  or  the  domi- 
"  nions  thereunto  belonging  (although  he 
"  be  naturalized  or  made  a  denizen,  except 
'^  such  as  are  bom  of  English  parents) 
"  shall  be  capable  to  be  a  privy  counsel- 
^*  lor,  or  a  member  ofeit^er  House  of1|^- 
'•  Ijament,  or  to  enjoy  any  office  or  place  Qjf 
"  trust,  either  civil  or  military ,**  But,  dp 
we  not  now  wt^  ffjTtigncrs,  numerous  &• 
212 
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reifffiers,  in  offices  of  trijst,^  especially 
Biiiitaiy;  and,  indeed,  do  wfe  not  see  a 
German  general  upon  the  Staf  m  Eneland, 
commanding  a  diurict  qf  En^fgnd,  and  hav- 
ing under  his  command  English  generals  f 
Nay,  we  have,  in  arms  and  command, 
even  in  the  bosom  of  our  country,  «tt»j«*02« 
^relgn  ofiBcers  in  places  of  great  miluary 
trust.  The  law  now^  the  law  since  aftw 
fears  past,  allows  of  this,  lam  aware; 
bat,  observe,  tne  king  gave  his  assent  to 
thislaw,  and,  no  one,  however  he  might 
detest  the  measure,  ever  thought  of  re- 
garding that  assent  as   a  vioktion  of  tlie 

ling's  coronation  oath, A^ain,  and  to 

come,  if  possible,  slill  more  closely  to  the 
point,  "  the  Statutes  in  Parliament  agreed 
*'  on,"  did,  at  the  time  when  the  king  was 
crowned,  nay  they  do  ncrtv,  prohibit  any 
one  from  holding  any  place  of  trust,  civil 
or  military,  unless  he  take  the  sacrament 
according '  to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of 
the  Church  of  England.  Yet  are  places 
•f  trust,  both  civil  and  military,  daily  filled 
by  persons  who  never  take  this  test,  and 
|o  screen  whom  from  punishment  a  bill  of 
indemnity  is  annually  passed  ;   the   king" 

Kes  bi&  assent  every  year,  and,  of  course, 
giTen  it  forty-nme  times,  to  a  bill  the 
use>  and  the  sole  use,  of  which,  is  to  screen 
fh>m  penalties  those  who  violated  a  staiute, 
which  was  not  only  in  existence  when  he 
was  crowned,  but  wnich  is  still  in  existence, 
and  which  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
cming  the  predominance;  of  the  *'  Protes- 
*'  tant  religion  as  by  law  established." 
Yet,  no  one,  that  I  have  ever  heard  of, 
has,  at  any  time,  pretended,  that  the  king, 
by  giving  such  ossQiit,  violated  his  Coronation 

oath, Hundreds  of  instances  might  be 

cited  ;  but,  there  certainly  is  no  one  so 
striking  as  that  relative  to  the  employ- 
ment offorei^  tro(^s,  in  England,  and  the 
giving  of  high  military  commands  \jo  foreign 
officers.  Good  God  !  If  our  grandfathers 
could  look  out  of  their  graves,  what  would 
they  say  to  us  ?  If  there  be  any  subject, 
upon  wnich  more  than  upon  any  other, 
they  were  anxious  to  leave  to  posterity  a 
clearly  expressed  oginion,  it  is  the  sub- 
ject of  a  standing  ari/iy  ;  and,  as  to  a  stand- 
ing army  of  foreigners,  kept  up  inlingland, 
what  they  would  .have  said  to  that  any 
one  may  gather  from  their  speeches  against 
the  handful  of  Dutchmen,  who  came  over 
with  William  III.  King  William  was  a 
great  favourite  ',  the  nation  called  him 
their  dtliverer;  these  Dutch  soldiers  bad 
come  over  with  him,  and  had,  of  course, 
assisted  the  cation  in  shaking  ofiTthe  ypke 


of  the  bigotted  and  tyrannical  James  IT. 
But,  notwithstanding  these  circumstances, 
our  gran4fathers  would  not  sufier  thoM 
Dutchmen,  or  any  part  of  them,  to  remain 
in  arms  in  I?ngland  ;  and  the  kmg  ncrer 
had  peace  or  rest,  until  he  had  sent  them 

away. Upon  almost  all  other  subjects 

I  have  found  some  one  correspondent  at 
least,  to  cjiiler  from  me  in  opinion  ;  bot, 
upon  this  subject  of  foreign  troops,  I  have 
never  found  any  one,  either  under  a  real 
or  a  feigned  name,  to  differ  from  rae. 
Yet,  having  digressed,  I  will  trespass  a 
little  further,  especially  as  this  matter  is 
very  closely  connected  with  that  of  tiie 
dangers  to  Ireland.  We  have  in  this  king- 
dom, at  this  time,  a  number  of  foreign 
tmops  equal,  I  believe,  to  that  of  the  whole 
.peace  establishment  in  the  reign  of  the 
late  king.  Wo  maintain,  in  fact,  an  army 
of  foreigners ;  The  "  Gaman  Legion^  as 
it  is  called,  conMsts  o(  horsf,foot,  artillery, 
and  engineers.  The  several  coqjs  of  this 
army  have,  each  of  them,  its  foreign  ccxH' 
numaer.  We  have,  as  I  before  observed, 
seen  a  district  of  England,  that  is  to  s^^y, 
several  counties  of  England,  under  the  mili- 
tary command  of  a  foreign  general,  which 
district  is,  I  believe,  slill  under  his  com- 
mand. Now,  let  us  consider  in  what  a 
situation  we  stand,  supposing  the  country 
to  be  INVADED.  Wh^t  are  the  specimens 
which  we  have  had  or  the  brttccry  of  thii 
German  Xxgion  shall,  hereafter,  be  a  sub- 
ject of  remark,  upon  some  occasion  when 
it  may  be  proper  to  give  an  account  if 
U'liot  passca  at  the  battle  cf  Tidarira.  Bat, 
as  to  the  question  oiftdelily^  ought  not  the 
king's  advisers,  in  as  well  as  out  of  parlia* 
ment,  to  reflect  long  and  seriously  ?  The 
whole  of  the  history  of  the  wars  u^on  the 
continent,  for  the  last  seventeen  yean, 
abounds  with  instances  of  battles  lost,  of 
towns  and  provinces  subdued,  through  the 
want  of  Bdelity  in  the  troops  of  the  van- 
quished ;  and,  I  appeal  to  the  reader's 
bare  memory  for  the  nun)crous  instances, 
in  which  such  want  of  fidelity  has  ap- 
peared amongst  troops  who  were  not 
natives  of  the  soil  they  were  employed  ffy 
defend  ;  nay,  are  we  not  daily  told  of  the 
desertion  of  the  Poles  and  Swiss  and  Ger- 
mans from  the  ranks  even  of  Buonaparte, 
where  there  is  such  a  harvest  of  phm&r 
continually  going  on  ?  And,  what  assta^ 
amce  have  WE  that  foreigners,  employed  to 
defend  England  or  Ireland,  would  be  faith- 
ful ?  They  might /Kwz^/y  be  faithful ;  but, 
in  so  serious  a  concern,  ought  we  to  leave 
any   thing    doubtfid  T    It  will-  be^  an<f^ 
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sitting.] — At  half  past  four,  the  Senate  re- 
sumcci  its  sitting,  and  Count  Lacepede, 
one  of  the  Members  of  the  Special  Com- 
mission, made  theHeport,  which  termi- 
nated in  proposmg  flie  adoption  of  the 
Projet  of  the  Senatu»  ConsuUum ;  and  also 
the  adoption  of  two  Addresses — one  to  the 
Enjperor,  and  the  other  to^  the  Empress. 

ExtrtKtfifm  the  Register  qf  the  Conscnaiice 
Smote,  <f  Saiwrda^,  the  iiitk  Dec.  180U. 

The  Conservative  Senate,  assembled  to 
the  number  of  Members  prescribed  by 
Art.  the  90lh  of  the  Act  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  dated  the  13th  December,  17(^9, 
having  seen  the  Act  drawn  up  the  15th  of 
the  present  month,  by  the  Prince  Arch- 
Chancellor  of  the  Empire,  of  which  the 
following  is  the  substance  : — 

•^  In  the  year  ISOJ,  and  the  15th  day 
of  Dec.  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  we^ 
Jean  Jaqucs  Regis  Cambncercs,  Prince 
Arch-Chancellor  of  the  Empire,  Duke  of 
Parma,  exercising  the  functions  prescribed 
to  us  by  Tit.  2,  of  Art.  1 4  of  the  Statute 
of  the  Imperial  Family,  and  in  consequence 
of  ordcri  addressed  to  us  by  his  Majesty 
the  Emperor  and  King,  in  his  private  letter, 
dated  that  day,  of  the  fbJlowMng  tenor: — 
«  My  Cousin;  —  Our  desire  is,  that  you 
«  repair  this  day,  at  nine  o'clock  fn  the 
'  evening,  to  oar  grand  cabinet  of  the 
'  palace  of  the  Thuillerie?,  attended  by 

*  the  Civil  Secretary  of  State  of  our  Impc*- 

*  rial  Family,  to  receive  from  us  and  from 
»  the  Empress,  our  dear  consort,  a^  com- 
«  munication  of  great  importance;  for  this 

*  purpose,  we  have  ordered  that  this  pre- 
<  sent  private  lefter  should  be  sfcnt  to  you. 
'  We  pray  God  to  have  you  my  Cousin  in 
'  his  holy  and  blessed  keeping.  Paris,  I6ih 
'December,  1809.*— — On  the  back  is 
written — '  To  our  cousin  the  Prince  Arch- 

*  Chnncellor  Duke  6f  Parma.* We  ac- 
cordingly proceeded  to  the  Hall  of  the 
Throne  of  the  Palnce  of  the  ThuiHeries, 
attended  by  Michel  Louis  Etienne  Reg- 
nault  (de  St.  Jean  d'  Angely)  Count  of 
the  Empire,  Minister  of  State,  and  Secre- 
tary of  IState  to  the  Imperial  Family.  A 
quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards  we  were  in- 
troduce()  to  the  Grand  Cabinet  of  the 
Emperor,  where  we  found  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  and  King  with  her  Majesty  the 
Empress,  attended  by  their  Majesties,,  the 
Kings  of  Holland,  Westphalia,  and  Koples; 
his  Imperial  Highness  the  Prince  Viceroy, 
the  Queens  of  I^)lland,Wc8tphalia,  Naples, 
and  Spain;  Madame,  ^nd  her  Imperial 
Highness     the  '  Priiicess    Paulina — His 


Majesty  the  Emperor  and^King  coiicle- 
scendea  to  address  us  in  these  terms: — 
'  My  Cousin  Prince  Arch-Chancellor —  f 
'  dispatched  to* you  a  private  letter,  dated 
'  this  day,  to  direct  you  to  repair  to  my  Ca- 
'  binetjiorthe  purpose  of  communicating  to 
'  you  the  resolution  which  I,  and  the  Em- 
'  press,  my  dearest  consort,  have  ,taken.  It' 
'  gives  me  pleasure,  that  the  Kings,  Queens 

*  and  Princesses,  my  brothers  and  sisters - 
'  in-law,  my  daughter-in-law,  and  my  son- 
'  in-law,  become  my  adopted  son,  as  well 
'  as  my  mother,  should  witness  what  I  am 
'  going  to  communicatfe  to  you. — The  pc- 
'  litics  of  my  Monarchy,  the  interest  and 
'  the  wants  of  my  people,  which  have  con- 

*  stantly  guided  all  my  actions,  require,' 
'  that  after  me  I  should  leave  to  children, 

*  inheritors  of  my  love  for  my  people,  that 
'  throne,  on  which  Providence  has  placed 
'  me ;  notwithstanding  for  several  years 
'  past,  I  have  lost  the  hope  of  having  chil- 

*  dren  by  my  marriage  with  my  well-be- 
'  loved  consort,  the  Empress  Josephine. 
'  This  it  is,  which  induces  me  to  sacriftcef 
'  the  sweetest  affections  of  my  heart  to  at- 
'  tend  to  noihjng  but  the  good  of  the  State, 
'  and  to  wish  the  dissolution  of  my  mar-« 
'  riago.  AiTived  at  the  age  of  40  years,  I 
'  may  indulge  the  hope  of  living  long 
'  enough  to  educate,  in  my  views  and  sen-* 
'  timcnts,  the  children  which  it  may  please 
'  Providence  to  give  mc,  God  knows  how 
'  much  sUch  a  resolution  has  cost  my 
'  heart ;  but  there  is  no  sacrifice  beyond 
'  my  courage,  when  it  is  proved  to  me  to 
'  be  nccessai-y  to  the  welfare  of  France.  I 
'  should  add,  that,  far  from  ever  having 
'  had  rerson  to  complain,  on  the  contrary, 
« I  have  had  only  to  be  satisfied  wiih  the 

*  attachment  and  the  affection  of  my  well*. 
'  beloved  consort.  She  has  adorned  fifteen 
'  years  of  my  life,  the  remembrance  of 

*  which  will  ever  remain  engraven  on  my 
'  heart.  She  was  crowned  by  my  hahd^ 
'  I  wish  she  should  preserve  the  rank  and 
'  title  of  Empress;  but,  above  all,  that  she 

*  should  never  doubt  my  sentiments,  and 
'  that  sliC  should  ever  regard  me  as  her 
'  best  and  dearest  friend.' 

"  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  and  King 
having  ended,  her  Majesty  the  Empress 
Queen  spoke  as  follows: — '  By  the  per- 
'  mission  of  our  dear  and  august  consort,  I 
'  ought  to  declare,  that  not  preserving  any 
'  hope  of  having  chrldren,  which  may  ful- 
'  fil  the  wants  of  bis  policy  and  the  inte- 
'  rests  of  France,  I  am  pleased  to  give  him 
'  the  greatest  proof  of  attachment  and  dc- 
Tolion  whicfr  has  ever  been  giten  on 
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'.earth.  I  possess  all  from  his  bounty,  it 
'  was  his  baod  which  crowned  itie,  and 

*  from  the  height  ot'this  throne  I  have  re- 

*  ceived  nothing  but  proofs  of  affection  and 
'  love  from  the  French  people.  I  think  I 
'  prove  myself  grateful  in  consenting  to 
'  the  dissolution  of  a  marriage  which  heie- 
'  tofore  was  an  obstacle,  to  the  welfare  of 
'  France,  which  deprived  it  of  the  happi- 
'  ness  of  being  one  day  governed  by  the 
'descendant  of  a  great  man,  evidently 
'  raised  up  by  Providence  to  efface  the 
'  evils  of  a  terrible  revoUuibn,  ani  to  re- 

*  establish  the  altar,  the  throne,  and  social 
'  order.  But  the  dissolution  of  my  mar- 
'  riage  will  in  no  degree  ohange  the  senti- 
'  ments  of  my  heari;  the  Emperor  will 
'  ever  have  in  me  his  best  friend.  I  know 
'  how  much  this  act,  demanded  by  policy, 
'  and  by  interest  so  great,  has  chilled  his 

*  heart ;  but  both  of  us  exult  in  the  sacri- 
<  fice  which  we  make  for  the  good  of  the 
'  country.* 

'*  After  which  their  Imperial  Majesties 
having  demanded  an  act  of  their  respec- 
tive declarations,  9A  well  as  of  their  mutual 
consent  contained  in  them,  and  which 
their  Majesties  gave  to  the  dissolution  of 
their  marriage  ;  as  also,  of  the  power 
which  their  Majesties  conferred  on  us  ti> 
follow  up,  as  need  shall  require,  the  effect 
of  their  will,  we.  Prince  Arch-Chantellor 
of  the  Empire,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
and  requisitions  of  their  Majesties,  have 
given  the  aforesaid  act,  and  have  in 
consequence  executed  the  present  prooes 
verbal,  to  serve  and  avail  according  to 
law,  to  which  procea  verbal  their  Majesties 
have  affixed  their  signature,  and  which, 
after  having  been  signed  by  the  Kings, 
Queens,  Princes,  and  Princesses  present, 
has  been  signed  by  us,  and  countersigned 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Imperial 
Family  who  wrote  with  his  own  hand. 

"  IJone  at  the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries, 
the  day,  hour,  and  the  year  aforesaid ; 
**  (Signed)       Napoleon. 

Josephine. 

Madame. 

Louis. 

Jerome  Napoleon. 

Joachim  Napoleon. 

Eugene  Napoleon. 

Julie. 

uortensb. 

Catherine. 

Pauline. 

Caroline. 
Cambaceres,  Pk-ince  Affch-Chancellor. 
Count    Regnault^     (d«     St.    Jeao 
i^Aogely.)" 


Having  seen  the  Projet  of  the  Senatus 
Consuitum,  drawn  up  in  the  form  pre- 
scribed by  the  57th  Article  of  the  Act  of 
the  Constitutions  of  August  4,  1802;  after 
having  heard  the  motives  of  the  said 
Projet,  the  Orators  of  the  Council  of  Stale 
and  Report  of  the  Special  Commission 
appointed  in  the  sitting  of  thi&  day;  the  * 
adoption  having  been  discussed  by  the 
number  of  members  prescribed  by  the 
56th  Article  of  the  Act  of  the  Constitution 
of  August  4,  U02; 

decrees. 

Art.  L  The  marriage  contracted  be- 
tween the  Emperor  Napoleon  and  the 
Empress  Josephine  is  dissolved. 

n.  The  Empress  Josephme  shall  pre»^ 
serve  the  title  and  rank  of  Empress  Queen 
crowned. 

III.  Her  dowry  is  fixed  at  an  annual  in- 
come of  two  millions  of  francs,  on  the  re- 
venue of.  the  state. 

IV.  All  the  assignments  which  may  be 
made  by  the  Emperor,  in  favour  of  the 
Empress  Joseph  ine>  on  the  funds  of  the 
Civil  List,  shall  be  obligatory  on  his  suc- 
cessors. 

V.  ThepresentSenatus  Consuitum  shall 
be  transmitted  by  a  message  to  his  Impe- 
rial and  Royal  Majesty. 

The  two  Addresses  proposed  by  the 
Commission  were  afterwards  put  to  the 
vote,  and  adopted. 


CONSERVATIVE  SENATE. 

SMng'ofthe  16th  Dec.  1809. 

At  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  th^ 
Members  of  the  Senate  assembled  in  full 
dress,  in  their  palace,  in  virtue  of  the  Act 
of  Convocation  : — His  Serene  Highness 
the  Prince  Arch-Chancel  lor  of  the  ^Empire 
was  received  with  the  usual  honours. 
His  Majesty  the  Kine  of  Westphalia,  his 
Majesty  the  King  ot  Naples,  Grand  Ad- 
miral his  Imp^ial  Highness  the  Prince 
Viceroy  of  Italy,  Arch-Chancellor  of  State, 
and  their  Serene  Highnesses  the  Prince 
Vice-Constable,  and  the  Prince  Vice- 
Grand  Elector,  were  present  The  sitting 
was  opened  by  reading  the  Act  of  Desig- 
nation.— ^The  Prince  Arch-Chancellor  of 
State  had  the  parole  to  take  the  oath  of 
Senator.  His  Imperial  Highness,  previoas 
to  that  ceremony,  expressed  himself  as 
follows. — "  Prince,  Senators — ^From  the 
time  when  the  goodness  of  his  Majesty 
the  Emperor  has  /called  me  to  sit  among 
you,  testim^Hues  of  his  coofideace  have 
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mend  this  article>  I  mean  the  conclading 
part  of  it,  to  your  particular  attention.  A 
I'uiler  or  a  flatter  contradiction  couhi  not 
have  been  giyen  to  the  sceptical  Remarks 
on  Economy  contained  in  the  first  article 
of  the  same  Number.  Professing  my  sa- 
tisfaction in  agieemff'  with  the  author  of 
the  one  paper,  and  m  t;*^llevin^  him  to 
have  completely  refuted  the  author  of  the 
other,  1  remain  your  constant  reader 
London,  Dec.  \9tL  A.  B. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Proclamation  of  the  Junta,  dated  Royal 
Alcazar  ofS<rDiHcy  Nov,  21,1 809.  (Coh- 
tinucdfrotn  p,  092. J 
...L--..,..  Perish  a  thousand 
times  the  wretch  who  can  prefer  his  own 
interest  to  the  delivery  of  his  country! 
All  such  the  State  will  severely  punish. 
Our  enemies  omit  no  means  which  can  be 
employed  for  our  destruction,  and  shall 
we  neglect  any  which  can  conduce  to  our 
preservation  ?  There  are  provinces  which 
have  driven  out  the  enemy  from  among 
them,  and  shall  not  those,  who  have  no^ 
yet  suffered  from  such  a  scourge,  sacrifice 
every  thing  to  preserve  themselves  from 
it.  Our  brave  soldiers  endure  the  rigours 
of  winter,  and  the  scorching  heats  of 
summer,  and  nobly  encounter  ail  the  dan- 
gers of  battle;  and  shall  we,  remaining 
quietly  at  our  homes,  forgetful  of  their  incal- 
culable fatigues,  think  only  of  preserving 
our  wishes,  and  refuse  to  resign  even  the 
least  of  our  lusuirious  enjoyments.-— The 
victory  must  be  ^ours,  if  we  continue  and 
conclude  tbe  great  fiolerprize  we  have  un- 
dertaken wiUi?  ihtt^szine  enthusiasm  with 
which  we  bi^ph  iV^  The  colossal  mass  of 
force  and  resistance  which  we  must  oppose 
(o  our  enemy*  must  be  composed  of  the 
forcesofaiJ,  of  the  sacrifices  ofall ;  and  then 
what  will  it  import,  that  he  pours  upon  us 
anew  t  he  legions  with  which  he  has  beensuc- 
cessful  in  Uerraany,  or  the  swarm  of  con- 
scripts he  endeavours  to  drag  from  France  ? 
The  experience  we  have  obtained  in  two 
campaigns,  and  our  very  desperation,  will 
consign  these  hordes  of  banditti  to  the  same 
fate  which  tbe  former  have  suffered.  If 
some  of  the  Monarchs  of  tlie  North  hare  con- 
sented to  become  the  slaves  of  this  new  Ta- 
me^lane«  and  at  the  expence  of  ases  of  in- 
famy have  purchased  a  moment  s' respite 
till  their  turn  shall  come  to  be  devoured, 
^e  are  resolved  tA  perish  or  triumph.  The 
alliance  we  have  contracted  with  the  Bri- 
tish nation  continues  and  will  continue. 
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That  nation  has  lavished  fbr  as  its  blood 
and  its  treasures,  and  is  intitled  to  our  gra- 
titude, and  that  of  future  affes.— [The  Ad- 
dress  thus  concludes] — Vfere  was  drawn, 
never  to  be  sheathed,  the  sword  of  eternal 
hatred  to  the  execrable  tyrant ;  here  was 
raised,  never  to  be  lowered,  the  sUndard 
of  independence  and  justice.  Hasten  to 
it  all  ye  who  wish  not  to  live  under  the 
abominable  yoke,  ye  who  cannot  enter 
into  a  league  with  iniquity,  and  ye  who 
are  indignant  at  the  coward ly  desertion  of 
deluded  Princes,  hasten  to  us.  Here  the 
valiant  shall  find  opportunities  of  acquir- 
ing true  honour;  the  wise  and  virtuous 
obtain  respect,  and  the  oppressed  find  an 
asylum — our  cause  is  the  same,  the  same 
be  our  dangt:r,  the  same  our  reward. 
Come  hither,  and  in  despite  ofall  the  arts, 
and  all  the  power  of  this  inhuman  despot, 
you  shall  witness  how  we  will  render  dim 
his  star,  and  be  ourselves  the  creators  of 
our  own  destiny. —  (Signed)  The  Arch- 
bishop OP  Laodicea,  President.  Pedro 
OE  Ki^ERo,  Secretary. 


Brazils.  — Portuguese  Government.^ 
Dtcree  i^ihe  Prince  RcgetU  qf  Poriuga!, 
daied  Rio  Janeiro,  July  6,  1 809. 

Governors  of  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal 
and  the  Algarves,  Friends !  —J,  the  Prince 
Regent,  send  unto  you  greeting,  as  unto 
those  whom  I  love  and  prize.  It  being  n^y 
principal  care  to  secure,  by  every  means 
possible,  the  independence  of  my  domi- 
nions, and  to  deliver  them  completely 
from  the  cruel  enemy  who  so  inhumanly, 
and  contrary  to  the  good  faith  of  treaties, 
has  invaded  the  States  of  my  Crown  in 
Europe,  and  has  never  ceased  making 
upon  them  the  most  unjust  war ;  and  as  it 
is,  on  the  one.  hand,  acknowledged  that, 
in  such  a  difficult  crisis,  nothing  can  more 
contribute  to  the  defence  ef  the  kingdom 
than  a  Government  composed  of  a  small 
number  of  individuals;  and  as,  on  the 
other,  it  is  indispensable  to  preserve,  with 
my  ancient  and  faithful  ally,  the  Kins  of 
Great  Britain,  not  only  the  best  under- 
standing, but  likewise  to  prove  to  him,  in 
the  most  evident  manner,  that  my  inten- 
tions are  not  different  from  those  by 
which  he  is  animated  in  the  promotion  of 
the  common  cause,  that  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty may  continue,  in  the  same  efficaci* 
ous  manner,  to  succour  Portugal  and  the 
whole  of  the  Peninsula;  and  as  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  this  glorious  purpose, 
which  I  so  ardently  desire  to  eflrect^  can 
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t>nly  \St  alUined  by  tlie  most  extensive, 
firm,  aod  reciprocal  confidence ;  and  his 
Britaanic  Majesty  having  made  known 
his  principles  on  this  subject,  and  what  be 
judges  will  most  contribute  to  a  happy  re> 
suit,  and  is  most  essential  to  the  defence 
of  the  kingdom  and  of  the  peninsula ;  I 
have  seen  fit  to  order  that  you  shall  be 
immediately  reduced  to  the  number  of 
three,  or  two  Governors,  having  a  delibe- 
rate vote  on  all  objects  of  the  public  tid- 
ministration,  and  that  these  shall  be — the 
Patriarch  Elect  of  Lisbon,  the  Marquis  das 
Minas,  and  the  Marquis  Monteiro  Mor, 
President  of  ihe  Board  da  Consciencia  o 
Ordens,  Don  Francis  Xavier  da  Cunha  e 
Menezer,  performing  the  functions  of  Pre- 
sident of  the  Privy  Council,  to  which 
place  he  is  appointed  by  the  present  de- 
cree. It  is  further  my  pleasure  k>  direct 
you  to  acknowledge  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley 
as  Marshal  General  of  my  Armies,  as  long 
as  he  shall  continue  In  th^  command  of 
the  allied  Portuguese  and  English  forces, 
taking  then  his  rank  over  Marshal  Beres- 
ford,  as  commander  in  chief;  and  as  soon 
ashe shall  have  been  recogntaed  ai such, 
ya«  wifl  ixivke  him  to  all  the  sittings  of 
Government,  in  which  matteirscome  under 
discussion  which  coacern  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  army,  or  important  determina- 
tions, whether  financial  or  others,  which 
it  may^  be  necessary  to  adopt  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  kingdom  and  of  the  whole 
peninsula;  taking  his  opinion  and  advice 
on  all  subjects  of  that  nature ;  and  should 
he  be  absent  in  such  cases,  and  not  be  able 
to  assist  at  your  deliberations,  you  are  to 
a^i^ly  for  his  advice  in  writiiig,  if  possible,, 
giving  him  full  information  on  the  subject 
under  discussion,  in  order  that  he  may 
be  peifeclly  acquainted  with  yj)ur  discus- 
sion and  (determination  of  matters  of  the 
above  description^  In  this  manner  the 
fiiSairs  of  Government  shall  be  conducted 
with  the  utmost  ener^  an<i  harmony,  as 
Jong  as  uafbrtunately  it  shall  not  be  possi- 
Ue  to  CAncLude  a  pccmaneat  and  general 
peace.  His  Britannic  Majesty  will  thus 
be  convinced  that  it  Ls  my  earnest  wish  to 
ecadicaU  the  general  vice  of  diference  of 
opinion  between  the  Powers  who  make 
common  cause ;  and  he  will  be  made  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  the  orders  which  I 
have  given,  and  shall  continue  to  give,, 
that  Ihe  most  strenuous  efforts  shall  be 
madje  ta  attain  that  safe  and  i^ermanent 
peace  which  is  universallv  desired,  by 
mean&of  a  giand  display  of  all  the  forces 
and  resources  of  my   kingdom,  which  I 
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can  only  flatter  myself  completely  to  re- 
cover by  the  most  powerful  meiatis  and 
exertions.  The  Prince. 


Fravce. — Divorce  qf  the  Ea^pren  Josq/kim, 
•      From  ihe  M<miiaa-»  Dec*  17,  l»09. 

Bv  desire  of  his  M^esty  the  Emperor, 
all  tLe  Members  of  the  Senate  assembled 
yesterday,  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, in  full  dress,  in  the  hall  of  their  usoal 
sitURgs.  The  sitting  of  the  Senate  yester- 
day, at  which  the  Kings  of  Westphalia 
and  Naples,  Grand  Admiral  the  Princ« 
Viceroy  of  Italy,  the  Arch  Chancellor  of 
State,  the  Prince  Vice-Grand  Constable, 
and  the  Prince  Vice-Grand  Elector  as- 
sisted, and  at  which  the  Prince  Arch- 
Chancellor  of  the  Empire  presided,  will 
form,  on  account  of  the  importance  of  the 
subjects  which  were  discussed,  an  epoch 
in  the  annals  of  France. — On  that  day 
was  presented  to  the  Sen^ton^,  a  Projet 
of  a  Senatus  ConsuUum,  respecting  a  IKs- 
solution  of  the  Marriage  between  the 
Empefor  Napoleon  and  the  Empress  Jo- 
sephine. This  dissolution  of  marriage, 
required  by  the  two  high  parties,  and  ap- 
proved of  oy  a  Family  Counsel,  at  which 
alt  the  Princes  and  Princesses  l)f  the  Im- 
perial Family,  present  at  Paris,  assisted, 
received,  the  same  day,  the  assent  cf  the 
Senate,  after  having  been  the  object  o( 
examination  of  a  Special  Commissioa 
named  for  this  purpose.  After  having 
read  the  contents  of  the  Imperial  Discree, 
which  enacts  the  convocation  of  the  Se- 
nate ;  and  of  that  which  directs  that  it 
shall  be  presided  by  the  Prince  Arch- 
Chancellor,  and  that  the  Princes  of  die 
Imperial  Family,  hereafter  named,  should 
be  present  in  the  Senate,  the  official  Joar- 
naf  gives  an  account  of  this  memorable 
sitting  in  the  folbwing  terms — [Here  fel- 
lows a  speech  from  the  Arch-CbanceHor 
of  State,  the  PHncd  Arcb-Chanccllor  ^ 
the  En4)ire,  President,  and  the  Bokeof 
Parma.] — ^The  Count  Regnaufk  de  Sc 
Jean  d'Ansely  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
Projet  of  the  Senatos  Consultum,  and  ex- 
plamed  the  motives  of  it,  which  are^  that 
they  mutually  sacrifice  their  conjugal' hap- 
piness to  the  welfare  and  interest  of  their 
country. — [Here  follows  a  speech  firom 
the  Prince  Viceroy  of  Italy  ;  after  which, 
the  Count  Gamier,  Annual  President,  pro- 
posed to  refer  the  Projet  of  th6  SiniaCW 
Consultum  to  the  examination  of  a  Speciaf 
Commission  of  nine  Members,  which  wat 
named^  and  made  its  Keport  dving  its 
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substitating  Paper  for  Gold  ;  a  cheap  in- 
strument tor  a  costly  one ;  and  yet  he  says 
afterwards,  that  a  nation,  so  rich  as  this, 
ought  to  have  no  other  circulating  medium 
but  Gold  and*  Silver,  which  leads  to  this 
curious  inference ;  that  a  rich  nation  ought 
not  to  avail  herself  of  all  the  advantages 
in  her  power  !    He  affirms,  page  938,  that 
unrestrained  emissions  of  paper  necessa- 
rily banish  specie ;  and  yet  denies,  page 
942,  that,  to  curtail  these  emissions,  woutd 
have  any  efiect  to  recall  it ;  notwithstand- 
ing which  denial,  however,  he  proposes 
calling  in  small  notes  as  the  best  means  of 
bringing  specie  again  into  the  country. 
Besides  such  inconsistencies  as  these,  he 
seems  to  entertain  some  notions  equally 
novel  and  incorrect.     He  makes  a  curious 
distinction  between  Gold,  as  acting  in  the 
office  of  small  notes,  or  of  large  ones  ;  and 
says,  that,  in  the  former  case,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  draw  it  out  of  circulation  ; 
just  as  if  the  exporters  of  Gold  (whatever 
be  their  object)  wouhl  stop  to  enquire 
what  particular  sized  notes  it  was  intended 
to  jsubstitute.     He  seems  to  consider  a  de- 
preciated currency  as  the  cause  of  weak- 
ness in  a  state,  and  instances  Prussia  and 
Austria.     Whereas,  it  is,  in  fact,  only  an 
indication  of  weakness  already  brought 
about  by  other  caude« ;  even  as  an  indica- 
tion it  is  uncertain.     Witness  the  depreci- 
ation and  faihirt:  of  Assignats  in  France, 
which  did  not  at  all  impair  the  political 
ot  physical  strength  of  that  nation.     It 
was.  Sir,  a  want  of  resources,  that  made 
emissions  of  paper  money  necessary,  and 
not  a  depreciation  in  the  money  itself  that 
rendered  Austria  an  easy  conquest.— To 
return,  however,  to  the  scai'citv  of  specie. 
It  is  really  a  whimsical  as  wefl  as  absurd 
i4ea  which  that  writer  entertains  in  com- 
naon  with  ^any  others,  that  the  redun- 
dancy of  Bank   Notes  banishes  specie ; 
that  there  exists  a  repulsive  power  be- 
tween Paper  and  Gold  ;  that  Guineas  will 
not  stay  in  one  pocket,  while  the  other  is 
^led  with  Bank  Notes.     Pray,  do  those 
who  send  specie  abroad,  give  as  a  reason  for 
it  the  abundance  of  paper  in  circulation  ? 
Who  is  it  that  pg^s  them  for  thus  disen- 
cumbering the  country  of  so  useless   a 
medium  ?    Or  do  they  do  it  merely  from 
patriotic  motives,  and  without  being  paid  ? 
No,  Sir,  they  do  not    Those  who  send 
Gold  to  the  continent  have  an  object  in  it; 
that  object  is,  to  pay  for  old  importations 
or  provide  for  new ;  and,  it  is  very  evi- 
dent, they  would  in  neither  case  send 
Guineas,  at  the  risk  of  total  loss  by  seizure^ 


if  merchandize  of  any  kind  could  be  ggt 
over  in  sufficient  quantities  to  pay  Tor 
those  imports.  The  fact  is,  it  is  found  to 
be  impossible  to  smuggle  into  the  conti- 
nent a  quantity  of  merchandize  any  thing 
like  adequate  to  the  purchase  of  such  im- 
mense stocks  of  Russian  and  French  pro- 
ducts as  the  wants  and  luxury  of  this  coun-  ' 
try  require.  This  excess  of  value  in  our 
imports  above  our  exports,  produces  a 
state  of  exchange  very  much  against  Eng- 
land ;  and,  whenever  that  is  the  case, 
specie  naturally  flows  6ut  of  the  c-ountry ; 
and  this  it  would  do,  if  the  quantify  of 
notes  in  circulation  was  only  one-tenth 
part  of  what  it  now  is,  or  was  it  ten  times 
as  great.  It  is  the  state  of  foreign  trade 
alone  that  has  an  influence  on  specie. — 
The  "  Economist/*  however,  asserts,  in 
opposition  to  every  individual  opinion  I 
have  before  heard  expressed,  that  our  ex- 
ports to  the  continent  greatly  exceed  our 
imports  from  thence.  As  that  writer  and 
myself  differ  entirely  on  this  most  im- 
portant point,  upon  which,  in  fact,,  the 
whole  argument  turns,  I  shall  ofler  some 
considerations  in  support  of  my  opmion, 
Iq  the  first  place,  the  prodigiously  ad- 
vanced prices  which  our  exports,  particu- 
larly  our  manufactures,  bear  on  the  Ct>u- 
tinent,  shew  satisfactorily  to  my  nund, 
that  the  quantity  is  by  no  means  equal  to 
that  of  our  imports,  which  are  here«  com- 
paratively, at  a  small  advance  above  the 
prices  of  common  times,  la  the  second 
place,  a  view  of  the  trade  we  carry  oa 
with  ^ach  continental  country,  leaves  a 
strong  presumption  in  favour  of  X^zt  opi- 
nion. Let  us  look  into  it  for  a  moment. 
With  Spain  and  Portugal  our  trade  for  IS 
months  past  must  have  been  nearly  equal 
as  to  the  value  of  imf)brts  and  exports;  or  * 
must  have  been  equalized  by  specie.  I 
say  must  have  been,  and  necessarily  so^ 
because,  as  there  ha»  been,  during  that 
time,  no  commerce  and  no  exchange  be- 
tween those  and  any  other  countries  oa 
the  continent,  their  trade  with  us  must 
have  balanced  itself.  The  same  observa^^ 
tions  apply  to  Sweden^  With  theking^ 
dom  of  Penmark,  what  little  there  is,  may 
also  be  nearly  reciprocal.  With  Russia^ 
France,  and  Italy,  our  trade  is  almost  al- 
together a  trade  of  imports :  thus,  leaving 
Holland,  including  the  German  coast,  aa 
the  only  country  to  which  our  exports 
preponderate.  How  ipucii:  they  surpass 
in  value  our  imports  from,  tbcnce,;  (which 
are  of  themselves  very  consicleiabje,}.  it  it 
difficult  to  say.     But,  Sir,  is  there  any 
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man  who  can  believe  that  merely  the  ex- 
cess of  our  exports  to  that  one  conn  try  is 
suflScient  to  pay  for  the  enormous  quanti- 
ties of  hemp,  tallow,  duck  and  iron  irom 
Russia ;  and  of  wines,  brandies,  and  grain 
from  France  ?  I  cannot  think  there  is  any 
man,  and  certainly  no  merchant,  who 
would  take  such  a  magnified  view  of  our 
smuggled  ei^ports  to  Holland.  I  consider 
it,  therefore,  as  established,  though  not  by 
demonstrative,  yet  by  presumptive  proof, 
that  there  remains  a  cutislderable  portion 
of  our  imports  uncompensated  for.  Trade* 
being  thus  against  this  country,  exchange 
is  so  too  ;  and,  as  before  observed,  when- 
ever this  is  the  case,  the  precious  metals 
naturally,  if  not  necessarily,  flow  outof  it. — 
This  balance  of  trade  however,  is  nothing 
new ;  it  has  been  the  case  for  years  past, 
before  as  well  as  since  the  Orders  in 
Council.  But,  until  that  period  (which 
forms  an  epoch  in  our  commercial  history) 
it  was  compensated  by  funds  deposited  on 
the  continent  by  the  Americans,  over 
and  above  what  was  wanted  for  return 
cargoes  to  the  United  States. — ^Who,  Sir, 
is  so  ignorafit  of  our  co  nmerce,  as  not  to 
know  that  millions  of  American  funds 
were  annually  left  on  the  continent  and 
remitted  to  this  country  through  the  me- 
dium of  exchange?  thereby  answering 
the  double  purpose  of  paying  our  balance 
there,  and  an  American  balance  to  us. — 
Down  to  that  period,  the  state  of  trade 
was  simply  this;  we  were  annually  large 
debtors  to  the  continent ;  the  United 
States  were  equal  debtors  to  us  ;  and  the 
continent  in  its  turn  to  the  United  States: 
it  only  required  the  intermediation  of  ex- 
change, and  all  these  balances  were  set- 
tled. The  Orders  in  Council  however, 
unfortunately  (and  as  the  result  proves) 
impoliticly  obstructed  the  natural  channel 
in  which  commerce  then  flowed,  the  ef- 
fect of  which  obstruction  is  thii» :  we  have 
still  the  same  surplus  imports  from  the 
codtinent,  without  any  surplus  exports  to 
the  United  States,  the  Americans  now 
incur  annually  no  debt  to  us ;  nor  if  they 
did,  could  they  pay  for  it  while  these  Or- 
ders last  ?  This,  Sir,  is  a  candid  history 
of  our  commerce  before  and  since  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  of  November  1807. — As  I 
have  before  observed,  it  is  questionahle 
with  me  if  our  paper  currency  is  really 
depreciated ;  if  it  is,  the  proximate  cause 
is  without  doubt  the  scarcity  of  specie; 
but  the  remote .  and  original  cause  is 
proved,  I  think,  to  be  the  peculiar  state  of 
our  trade.  But,  although  the  depreciation 


of  paper  be  not  proved,  yet  tlie  mere  cir- 
cumstance of  its  being  doubtful  is  in  my 
mind  a  sufficient  cause  for  alarm.  It 
would  not  be  easy  to  foretell  the  conse- 
quences, if  the  idea  was  once  general 
among  the  lower  classes  that  the  naoney 
received  for  their  daily  labour  was  of 
doubtful  value.  This  point  cannot  possi- 
bly require  illustration.-^To conclude.  Sir, 
I  think  from  what  has  been  stated  it  may 
be  fairly  inferred,  that  it  is  of  the  very- 
first  importance  to  remove  every  shadow 
of  doubt  as  to  the  soundness  of  our  papec 
currency  ;  that  the  most  likely  way  to  do 
this  is  by  recalling  specie  into  the  coun- 
try ;  and  lastly,  that  as  this  depends  en- 
tirely on  the  balance  of  our  loreign  trade, 
it  can  only  be  done  either  by  curtailing 
our  imports  from  the  continent,  or  (whicn 
is  more  natural)  by  restoring  ihose  means 
of  compensation  which  existed  antecedent 
to  the  Orders  in  Council. — ^Yours,  &c.  H. 
London,  l>ec.  U6th. 


EDINBURGH  REVIEW. 

Sir; — Perfectly  agreeing  with  yon  in 
the  satisfaction  which  you  express  at  the 
cause  of  moderare  and  constitutional  Re- 
form receiving  the  powerful  support  of 
the  Edinburgh  Review,  I  wish,  in  justice 
to  that  celebrated  Journal,  to  direct  your 
attention  towards  a  v^ry  material  circum- 
stance. I  lamented  as  much  as  any  man 
the  fine-spun  and  most  unsatisfactory, 
though  ingenious,  article  upon  thatimpor- 
tant  subject  in  the  S^Sth  Number.  You 
appear  to  consider  the  article  On  the  Con- 
duct'of  the  War  as  in  some  sort  a  variatioi^ 
from  the  doctrines  of  th^  former  paper ; 
and  one  of  your  correspondents  has  sug- 
gested that  the  two  pieces  are  from  difier- 
ent  hands.  This  is  very  possible  ;  but  I 
wish  to  observe,  that  in  the  very  same 
Number  in  which  the  article  on  Reform 
appeared,  viz.  in  No.  28^  there  is  an  ela- 
borate discussion  of  the  foreign  aflfairs  of 
this  country,  and  the  interest  which  the 
people  have  in  the  right  management 
thereof;  and  in  that  article,  you  will  find 
sentiments  as  warm  in  favour  of  every 
species  of  constitutional  reformation  as 
you  or  I  could  desire  to  see..  The  detec- 
tion of  abuses  and  the  repression  of  cor- 
ruption among  the  higher  orders  is  there 
amply  enforced,  and  a  long  and  striking 
statement  is  made  of  the  possibility  of  re-, 
lievin^  much  of  our  present  load  of  bur- 
thens by  salutarv  reforms  in  the  oianage-^ 
ment  of  the  public  purs«.    Let  me  recom^ 
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kept  nie  continually  distant  from  Paris, 
and  I  haVe,  this  day,  for  the  first  time, 
the  pleasure  to  appear  in  the  midst  of 
you.  1  am  happy  in  being  able  to  say, 
that  among  the  benefits  which  his  Majttsty 
has  incessantly  showered  upon  nie,  I  have 
been  particularly  sensible  to  the  honour 
Mrhich  was  granted  me,  of  forming  a  part 
of  the  first  public  body  in  the  Empire. 
Accept  Senators,  this  expression  of  my 
feelings,  and  my  assurance  of  the  happi^. 
ness  I  experience  in  pronouncing,  in  the 
midst  of  you,  this  oath,  which  is  to  me 
that  of  duty,  of  love,  and  of  gratitude. 
I  swear  obedience  to  the  constitutions 
of  the  Empire,  and  fidelity  to  the  Em- 
peror." 

The  Prince  Arch-Cbaiicellor  of  the 
Empire,  President,  replied  as  follows 
to  tne  speech  of  the  Prince  Viceroy : 

"  Prince — When  his  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror and  King  conferred  on  you  the  high 
dignity,  whereof  you  have  just  exercised 
one  of  the  most  essential  prerogatives, 
the  Senate  applauded  this  act  of  justice. 
They  congratulated  themselves  on  count- 
ing among  their  members  a  Prince,  whose 
bnlliant  qualities  excited  such  just  hopes. 
Now  that  these  hopes  are  realized  by  the 
glory  of  your  last  campaigns,  and  by  the 

.wisdom  of  your  Administration,  the  Senate 
experiences  great  satisfaction  in  seeing  you 
in  its  bosom,  to  concur  in  the  important 
deliberation  it  is  about  to  enter  upon. 
You  shew  yourself  truly  the  adoptive  son 
of  the  hero  who  goveimus;  in  like  him 
silencing  private  affection,  before  the  in- 
terests of  Rations.  Your  first  steps  within 
these  walls  could  not  t^e  more  worthily 
signalized,  than  by  this  great  testimoay  of 
patriotism,  of  devotipn,  and  of  fidelity.  I 
rejoice  in  being  the  organ  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Senate  iowards  your  Imperial 
Highness,  and  in  expressing  to  you  their 
wishes  for  your  prosperity." 

The  Orators  of  the  Council  of  State, 
Counts  Regnault  (de  St.  Jean  d*Angely), 
and  Defermont,  Ministers  of  State,  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council  of  State,  b^ing  intro- 
duced, the  Prince  Arch- Chancellor,  Pre- 
sident, spoke  as  follows  :— 

"  Gentlemen — The  Projet,  which  will, 
in  this  sitting,  be  submitted  to  the  deliber- 
ation of  the  Senate,  contains  an  arrange- 
ment which  embraces  our  dearest  inte- 
rests. It  is  dictated  by  that  imperious 
voice,  which  apprises  Sovereigns  and  na- 

,  tions,  that,  to  secure  tlie  safety  of  States, 
we  must  listen  to  the  counsels  of  a  wise 
ibresight,  incessantly  repal  to  mind  the 


past,  examine  the  present,  and  extend  our 
views  to  the  future.  It  is  under  such  high 
considerations,  that  in  these  ever  memo- 
rable circumstances,  his  Mnjelty  the  Em- 
peror has  caused  all  personal  considera- 
tions to  disappear,  and  silenced  all  his 
private  afllctions.  The  noble  and  afiect- 
ing  conduct  of  her  Majesty  the  Empress^ 
is  a  glorious  testimony  of  her  disinterested 
afiection  for  the  Emperor,  and  secures 
to  ber  an  eternal  right  to  the  gratitude  of 
the  nation.'* 

Count  Regnault  St.  Jean  d'Angely  sub- 
mitted a  Projet  of  a  Senatus  Consultum, dis- 
solving the  marriage  t>etween;  the  Empe- 
ror Napoleon  and  the  Empress  Josephinei 
The  orator  explained  the  motives  of  this 
Projet  as  follows ; — 

"  My  Lord,  Senators— The  solemn  act 
fully  set  forth  in  the  Senatus  Consultum 
now  read,  contains  all  its  motives.  What 
words  could  we  address  to  the  Senate  of 
France,  but  would  be  far  below  the  affect- 
ing sounds  received  from  the  mouth  of 
these  two  august  consorts,  of  whom  your 
deliberations  will  consecrate  the  generous 
resolutions  ?  Their  hearts  have  coincided 
in  making  the  noble.st  sacrifices  to  the 
greatest  o^  interests.  They  have  coincided 
to  make  policy  and  sentiment  speak  lan- 
guage the  most  true,  the  most  persuasrve, 
the  most  adapted  to  move  and  to  convince. 
As  sovereigns  and  as  consorts,  the  Empe- 
ror and  Empress  have  done  ail,  have  said 
all.  There  only  remains  for  us  to  love,  to 
bless,  and  to  admire  them. — 'Tis  hence^ 
forth  for  the  French  nation  to  make  thenar 
selves  heard.  Their  memory  is  faithful 
as  their  heart.  They  will  unite  in  their 
grateful  thoughts  the  hope  of  the  future 
with  the  remembrance  of  the  past;  and 
never  will  Monarch  have  received  more 
respect,  admiration,  gratitude,  and  love, 
than  Napoleon,  immolating  the  most  sa- 
cred* of  bis  aficctions,  to  the  wants  of  fats 
subjects ;  than  Josephine,  immolating  her 
tenderness  for  the  best  of  husbands, 
through  devotion  for  the  best  of  Kings, 
through  attachment  to  the  best  of  nattonj^. 
Accept,  Gentlemen,  in  the  name  of  all 
France,  in  the  sight  of  astonished  Europe* 
this  sacrifice,  the  greatest  ever  made  on 
earth,  and,  full  of  the  profound  emotion 
which  you  feel,  hasten  to  carry  to  the 
foot  of  the  throne,  in  the  tribute  of  yoar 
sentiments,  of  the  sentiments  of  all  French- 
men, the  only  price  that  can  be  worthy  bf 
the  fortitude  of  our  Sovereigns,  the  only 
consolation  that  can  be  worthy  of  their 
hearts.''  »  - 
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The  Pridce  Viceroy  (ihc  *ion  of  Jo- 
sephine) spoke  as  follows : — 

"  J*ri«ce,  Senators*— You  have  heard  the 
Projet  of  tlie  Senatiis  Consultum,  mibrait- 
tcd  to  your  ddiberation.  I  feel  it  my 
doty,  under  these  circumstances,  to  mani- 
fest the  sentiments  by  which  my  .  family 
are  an imated.-^My  mother,  my  sister,  and 
myself,  owe  all  to  the  Emperor.  He  has 
truly  been  to  ua  a  father.  He  will  find  in 
us  at  ail  tiroes  devoted  children  and  obe- 
dient subjects. — It  is  important  to  the 
happiness  of  France,  that  the  Founder  of 
the  Fourth  Dynasty  should,  in  his  old  age, 
be  surrounded  by  clirect  descendantii,  who 
may  prove  a  security  to  all,  and  a  pledge 
of  the  glory  of  our  country.— When  my 
mother  was  nxm-ned,  before  the  whole 
nation,  by  the  hands  of  her  august  con- 
tort, she  contracted  an  obligation  to  sa- 
crifice all  her  affections  to  the  interests  of 
France.  She  has  fulfilled,  with  fortitude, 
nobleness,  and  dignity,  Uiis  first  of  duties. 
Her  ^ottl  bat  often  been  moved  at  be- 
holding «xpoeed  to  painful  struggles,  the 
heart  of  a  man  accustomed  to  conquer 
fortune,  and  advance  with  a  firm  step  to 
the  accomplishment  of  his  great  designs. 
The  tears  which  this  resolcftion  has  cost 
the  Emperor,  suffice  fbr  the  honour  (o  la 
Qtoin)  of  my  mother,->«Ih  the  sitaation 
she  Will  now  fill,  she  will  be  no  stranger, 
by  her  wishes,  and  her  feeliRgs,to  the  new 
prosperities  which  await  us  :  >^ith  a  ISITs- 
^clion  mincled  with  pride,  that  she  will 
behold  the  happiness  her  sacrifices  will 
produce  to  ber  country  and  to  her  Em- 
peror.'* 


France. — Expose  of  ilte  Slate  qfthe  French 
Empire,  to  the  \st  qf  December  1809. 

Fari$^  Dec.  1 3.**^In  the  Silting  of  yra- 
ierdo^,  M.  Montaiivet,  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  pronounced  the  following  Expose 
of  the  Empire,  to  Che  Ist  of  December, 
180g: 

Messtturs;  Every  time  that  the  situa- 
tioD  of  the  empire  has  been  stated  to  you, 
the  French  nation  has  reckoned  new  tri- 
bmpl»<  BriUiant  victories,  generous  trea- 
ties of  peace,  the  results  of  the  most  pro- 
Haond  political  oombf nations/  great  WorkB 
utidortaken,  the  order  of  the  interior 
mointained-^-such  is  tbo  picture  that  all 
mr  pradecessors  Inve  had  to  trace,  and  it 
is  "that  which  forms  (he  hfsiory  of  tbe  y^r 
Iba*  boa  just  elapeed.-^The  retarn  of  this 
emudcnratioo  of  prosp^ities^  acqotres  every 
day  a  more  glorious  character.— The  mo^ 


morable  facts  of  one  year  may-  appettaiii 
to  fortune,  to  what  is  called  chance,  to  a 
will  of  which  nothing  has  yet  sliewn  the 
force,  or  the  coostaney,  the  weakness^  or 
the  versatility;  but  those  which  retam 
perpetually,  the  same-are  necessarily  the 
work  of  a  genius  and  an  arm  ec)«ially 
powerful.  The  former  may  transttorihr 
appertain  -to  any  time ;  the  others  fix 
those  eras  which  divide  the  course  of  ages, 
and  which  subject  a  long  series  of  years  to 
every  epoch  which  changes  tbe  feeeof 
the  world.— In  the  course  of  the  last  session 
you  had  concurred  to  give  a  new  erimiii^ 
code  to  France,  and,  adopting  tho  plam 
prepared  by  the  Council  of  St;jite,  and  im- 
mediately under  the  eyes  of  his  MajcfcQ', 
the  necessary  source  of  all  laws  ;  and  then 
the  Emperor  himself,  as  he  had  announced 
to  you,  had  replaced  on  the  throne  of 
Madrid  his  august  brother ;  he  forced  tbe 
English  to  precipitate  themselves  towards 
their  ships,  and  only  ceased  to  purm 
them,  that  he  might  return  to  the  centre 
of  his.  dominions,  to  observe  and  arrest  the 
projects  of  Austria. 

PUBLIC  WORKS 

The  stay  which  his  Majesty  ^K^n  made 
at  Paris  was  distingifished  by- the  care 
which  he-took  to  regulate  all  the  parta  of 
thevastadotinisti'ation  of  his  empire.  •  Hfs 
orders  gave  a  iiew  activity  to  the  immense; 
labours,  which  no  period  of  peace  cter 
sa*r  undertak^Yi  in  such  "greaf  number?, 
nor  followed  with  so  much  ai'door.  Pri- 
soners of  wari  from  difierent  nations  feirt 
by  victory,  harei^nished  thecalifil  of  5t 
Quimin.  Two  leagues  of  an  imposing 
subterraneous  passage  open  a  comilbotile^- 
tion  between  the  nv€rs  and  shis  o#  the 
north  of  the  empire,  and  the  rirei^  and 
seas  of  the  south. — Seven  thousand  work- 
men have  not  ceased  to  labour  fyk  the 
Canal  of  the  Nmth,  and  nearly  eight 
leagues  of  lliis  new  way  opened  to  tlite 
Rhine,  and  the  Meose,  to  bring  their  con- 
joined waters  to  Antwerp,  without  quitting 
for  a  moment  the  soil  of  France,  have  been 
executed.  This  canal,  so  important  to 
GOrtimerce,  will  not  be  d  less  benefit  to 
agriculture  ;  lattds  equal  in  supcr^cies  to 
several  departments,  will  be  peopled  Im^ 
fertilised.  The  peaceable  conquests  of  acH- 
ctrltore  ^11  soon  augment  both  our  t-icfies 
«id  our  prosperity. — ^Two  millions  have 
been  usefully  eitpended,  in  180Q,  enibe 
Ctoal  of  Napoleoh,  which  will  unite  the 
Rhone  to  the  Rhine.  Marseilles,  CelogB, 
and  Aritwerp,  will  soon  be  washed  by  tks 
same  Wafers.    Tins  gaool  vrill  be  ibw  ^ 
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coramumcate  wiih  the  Seine,  by  that  of 
Burgundy,  the  works  of  which,  abandoned 
by  the  old  goveroment,  have  received 
mew  the  greatest  impulse  :  already  the 
navigation  is  complete  from  Dole  to  Dijon ; 
they  are  at  present  working  between  Dijon 
and  the  bridge  of  Pany,  between  the 
Yonne  and  Saint  Florentin. — Several  im- 
portant locks  apon  the  Seine,  the  Aube, 
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results  have  drawn  upon  the  Government 
the  blessings  of  the  people,  astonished  at 
not  having  suffered  any  of  the  evils,  how- 
ever transitory,  which  they  had  been  made 
to  dread. 


WORKS   OF    PARIS. 

Pjris  becomes  every  day,  by  its  works, 
more  worthy  of  being  the  metropolis  of 
one  of  those  empires,  around  which  are 


and  the  Sorome,  have   been   finished   in  I  grouped,  in  the  history  of  the  times,  all 


1809.  Every  where  the  plans  which 
tended  to  improve  former  navigations,  to 
extend  them,  or  to, create  new  ones,  have 
been  undertaken,  or  continued  with  ac- 
tivity.— ^The  maritime  works  have  made 
rtie  greatest  progress.  Those  of  Cherburg 
lilready  present  to  the  astonished  eye  an 
immense  port  hollowed  out  of  the  rock. 
Its  depth  has  been  this  year  carried  to  ^3 
feet  below  the  level  of  high-water.  It  is 
defended  by  a  pier,  the  execution  of  which 
bas  been  as  perfect  as  the  idea  has  been 
bold. — Facings  of  granite  give  to  the  port 
and  its  quays  the  most  imposing  character 
of  grandeur  and  duration  ;  the  excavations 
will  descend  sixteen  feet  lower,  so  that 
there  will  remain  in  the  port  of  Cherburg 
26  feet  water  at  low  water. — The  sluice 
at  Havre  is  nearly  finished ;  it  will  secure, 
from  the  middle  of  the  next  campaign, 
the  constant  entrance  of  vessels  into  the 
chaimel.  At  Dunkirk,  an  octagon  sluice, 
which  will  drain  valuable  lands,  and  secure 
an  easy  navigation,  has  been  finished  this 
year.  The  basin  of  Antwerp  is  excavated 
m  all  the  interior  part,  and  the  sluice  of 
the  sea  is  raised  above  its  foundations. 
The  port  of  Cettc  has  been  deepened. 
The  port  of  Marseilles  offers  a  more  easy 
anchorage  than  ever. — ^The  roads  of  Mount 
Cenis,  of  the  Simplon,  those  which  traverse 
the  Alps,  the  Apennines,  and  the  Pyrenees, 
in  every  direction,  have  received  a  new 
degree  of  advancement,  or  are  completed. 
Boads,  equally  beautiful  and  easy,  lead 
from  Alexanoria  to  Suvona ;  from  the 
banks  of  the  Tanaro  and  the  Po,  to  the 
nearest  shores  of  the  Mediterrai»ean. — The 
grand  drainings  of  Bonrgoin,  of  Cotentin, 
and  Rochefort,  have  ah*eady  changed  ste- 
rile marshes  into  fertile  lands^  and  their  ■ 


that  is  contem|K)raneous.     hi  its  vicinity, 
the  bridges  of  JSozons,  Choisy,  and  Sevres, 
have  been  begun  ;  that  of  Charenton  has 
been   re-established;   that   of  St.   Cloud, 
restored.     The  beautiful   bridge    of  Jena 
has  been  conducted  to  the  raising  of  the 
arches ;  that  of  Saint  Michael  has  been 
freed  from  the  houses  that  obstructed  it ; 
the  Quay  Napoleon,  and  the  Louvre,  have 
been  finished  ;  that  of  Jena  has  been  car* 
ried  beyond  the  esplanade  of  the  invalids; 
the  port  of  la  Rape  has  been  executed  on 
a  great  and  beautiful  plan.     Plentiful  gra* 
naries  have  been  founded.     Every  dispo-  . 
sition  for  the  construction  of  an  immense 
abattoir  has  been  made  near  the  barrier  of 
Rochecbouard ;  the  ground  is  levelled,  and 
the    foundation    prepared. — A   provisory 
establishment  for  an  exchange  has  been 
formed,  till  the  time  when  the  magnificent 
edifice  intended  for  the  purpose,  and  which 
is  already  begun,  will  be  finished. — ^The 
Temple  of  Glory  occupies  a  great  number 
of  workmen  :  it  will  be  worthy  of  its  noble 
destination.      Four  massy   pillars,   faced 
with  a  stone  equal  m  hardness  and  grain 
to  the  finest  marble,  intended  to  support 
the  triumphal  arch  of  1'  Etoile,  are  nearly 
completed. -*The  Column  of  Austerlitz  u 
adorned,  for  half  its  height,  with  bronzes^ 
which  will  eternize  the  great  achievements 
of  our  warriors.    The  arch  of  the  Carousel, 
which  is  finished,  unites  taste  and  magni- 
ficence.    The  fa9ade  of  the  building  in 
which  you  meet  is  finished.     The  Louvre 
displays  new  beauties  in  the  rapid  progress 
of  its  restoration ;  the  gallery  which  will 
complete  its  junction  with  the  Thuilleries, 
astonishes,  by  its  progress,  the  inhabitants 
even  of  this  city. — Already  the  capital 
enjoys  a  part  of  the  waters  which  will  be 
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brought  to  it  by  the  canal  of  Ourcq ;  while 
the  basin  of  La  Villetio,  aiicl  tl»e  founnin 
of  Innocents,  present  to  It  works  as  beauti- 
ful as  they  arc  useful. — In  this  long  enu- 
meration, I  am  only  able  to  point  out  the 
least  part  of  the  works  conipleted  or  con- 
tinued in  the  course  of  tliis  year ;  hut 
each  of  you  is  witness  to  their  devclope- 
ment,  since  there  is  not  a  part  of  France 
to  which  they  do  not  extend.  Among 
these  grand  constructions,  there  arc  some 
more  particularly  consecrated  to  public 
order  and  benevolence. 

ESTABLISHMENTS    OF    BENEVOLENCE. 

The  Emperor  has  ordered  the  establish- 
ment of  forty-two  depots  of  mendicity, 
and  secured  to  them  the  necessary  funds 
ibr  their  maintenance.  Thus  will  be 
healed  the  most  hideous  wounds  of  po- 
licied  Stales ;  thus  the  public  manners 
and  industry  will  profit  by  a  regulation 
which  will  Miatch  from  misery  and  de- 
pravity a  number  of  beiiiL;s  who  seemed 
'  condemned  to  them  without  resource. 
•Several  of  lhc>e  cstablishmeuts  have  al- 
ready been  completed. — IJij  Majesty  has 
bestowed  iramen.e  benefits  on  those  of  his 
subjects  who  have  sufll*red  great  calami- 
ties. The  banlc>  of  the  Rhine  ha<l  been 
ravaged  by  inundations  ;  the  inhabitants 
have  received  nearly  a  million,  either  for 
indemnities,  or  »"o  be  employed  in  repa- 
rations, and  useful  labours. — ^The  coun- 
ules  which  have  buflered  by  storms,  or 
fire,  have  received  aaccours.  His  na- 
ti  rn\l  care  has  furnished  a  great  number 
of  cities  with  supplies  of  bark,  which  they 
bdve  punctually  received. — Depots  for 
VaccIn;:tion  have  been  estabtishcd  ;  they 
tecure  to  families  the  certain  means  of 
iiever  wanting  an  invaluabJe  preservative^ 
which  useful  and  true  friends  of  humanity 
have  made  kBown  to  all  the  classes  of  our 
numerous  population. — Among  those  of 
the  wants  of  tb«  French,  which  have 
fixed  the  attention  of  the  Sovereign,  the 
cultivatiou  of  the  moral  qualities,  that  of 
the  mind,  that  of  the  arts  of  imagina- 
tion, have  continued  to  hold  one  of  the 
first  raHk. 

PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

The  Imperial  University  has  entered  on 
its  functions.  It  has  collected  information 
concerning  all  the  houses  of  education  in 
the  empire.  Academies  are  forming,  tiie 
lieiculties  establishing.  The  Lyceoms  con- 
tinue to  furnish  numerous  pupils  to  the 
Polytechnic  School  and  that  of  St  Cyr. 
The  former  has  always  beeii  the  nursery 
of  P^^^VifR^Si^^^^^  ^y  ^^^^  know- 


y 


IH>UTICAL  REGISTER.— Q^cw/ P^jMrrt.  [102> 

ledge  and  their  conduet.  At  St,  Cyr  is 
prrj)etually  renewed  that  hardy  nee  of 
youth,  equally  >veU  exercised,  courageous, 
and  zealous  ;  who,  when  they  arrive 
under  their  standards,  will  shew  them- 
selves worthy  to  march  with  our  aucicm 
heroes. 

SCIENCES,  LITERATURE,  AND  ARTS. 

Every  species  of  encouragenicnt  iagire* 
to  the  Sciences,  to  Ltterature,  and  to  tfa« 
Arts.  Honours,  rewards,  useful  employ- 
ments, confided  to  Artists  that  distingwab 
themselves,  nothing  is  neglected.  Bot  tb^ 
fii*st  of  those  memorable  epochs,  fbrm^ 
to  exalt  the  noblest  emulations,  is  ar- 
rived :  the  decennial  prizes  ar^  aboet  to 
be  distributed  by  the  hand  of  him,  who  m 
the  fountain  of  all  true  glory.  They 
would  have  been  distributed,  this  day, 
could  the  Jury  have  completed  their 
labours.  His  Majesty  wished  no  species 
of  merit,  whether  Htcrary,  or  belonging 
*to  the  sciences  and  arts,  to  be  unrewarded. 
The  Decree  of  Si4lh  Fructidor,  of  the  year 
12,  has  been  regarded  by  the  Emperor 
merely  as  an  expression  of  a  general  sen- 
timent. That  sentiment  has  just  received 
a  full  developement  by  a  late  Decree, 
augmenting  the  number  of  prizes.  New 
e.\amtnations  and  new  adjudications  an 
become  necessary.  The  Emperor  wishes 
to  be  certain,  that  they  shall  express  the 
sentiment  of  an  enlightened  pubHc  opi- 
nion ;  Ind,  to  acquire  this  certainty,  hm 
has  ordered  that  the  works  honoured  by 
these  adjudications,  be  subjected  to  a 
solemn  discussion;  a  distinction  highly 
flattering  to  those  whose  works  are  jsdged 
worthy  of  the  prizes. — ^The  Museom  oi 
Natural  History  has  been  increased  ;  that 
of  the  Arts  has' received  new  riches  by 
the  acquisition  of  the  cfiefs  d'teuxrc  of  tbc 
Borghese  Gallery. 

aghiculture. 

The  propagation  of  the  cnltare  of  im* 
proved  wool  has  made  new  advances, 
arising  in  a  great  measure  from  the  impor* 
tations  of  Spanish  and  German  flocks.-— 
Twenty  thousand  choice  mares  have  been 
presented  to  the  twelve  hundred  staHioos 
collected  in  our  studs  and  dep6ts.  Pre- 
miums have  been  distributed  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  finest  breeds. — ^The  cultiva- 
tion of  cotton  m  our  Southern  Provinces 
has  hitherto  afforded  nothing  Uvt  hopes. 
These  hare  not  been  destroyed  by  the  two 
extraordinary  seasons  of  1&(>S  mm!  }SiiQ{ 
and  that  is  a  great  point  gained. — ^Attempts 
have  been  made  to  nattwralJz*  indiga — 
Francs  produces  grain  and  wine  fb'  be- 
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yond  ber  con»uiDptk>a.  Aa  to  wine  of 
the  first  quality,  this  has  been  a  woll- 
knowa  fact.  But  our  dependence  oii< 
foreign  countries  fw  grain  Bas  always 
been  con9idere*d  as  an  established  truth. 
How  valuable  then  the  experiment  we  are 
now  makins;. — Some  districts  indeed  find 
k  Juposftible  to  seli  their  corn.  This  is  a 
momentary  misfortune ;  btit  what  a  source 
of  security  for  the  future  !  The  scarcities 
most  frequently  depended  merely  on  opi- 
nion :  it  was  only  requisite  to  enlighten 
this,  aad  France,  henceforth  secure  of 
producing  an  excess  beyond  her  coiisump- 
tJOB,  can  no  longer  be  in  fear  of  want. — 
The  Emperor  has,  however,  devoted  all 
bis  solicitude  to  the  present  circumstances. 
Exportation  of  corn  is  permitted  from  a 
ffreat  number  of  points  of  our  frontiers, 
both  marit'mie  and  terrestrial,  prf>vided  • 
always,  that  the  price  exceed  not  certain  I 
rales  in  the  neigh bouriu)^  markets.  i 

MANUFACTURES  AND  INDCSTUY. 

Industry  increases  the  value  of  raw  ma- 
terials by  manual  labour,  and  frequently 
kji  proportions  that  may  be  termed  infinite. 
It  has  constantly  occupied  the  attention  of  , 
government.     But  here  the  eiTect  of  autho-  | 
rily  cannot  be  a  direct  infinence.     Encou-  i 
ragements  granted,   modifications   intrp-  I 
duced  into  the  tarifs  of  iht  custom* houses,  ' 
whether  national  or  foreign,  such  are  its  ' 
means,  and  such  have  been  its  measures. 
It  has  further  watched,  with   redoubled 
care,  over  the  school  of  arts  and  trades  at  \ 
Chalons,  of  which  the  good  efiects  conti- 
nue to  be  feU.-*M.  Richard,  Messrs.  Ter- 
Bau^>  M.  Oberkampt,  M.  de  Neuflize,  and 
many  others,  have  continued^  in  their  va- 
luable establishments,  a  degree  of  activity, 
an  organization,  and  means  of  improve- 
ment, which  jender  them  worthy  to  be 
cited.     They  do  honour  to  the  nation, and 
contribute  to  its  prosperity. 

MINES. 

The  mines  conceal  ricbes,  which,  with 
out  industry,  would  remain  buried  in  the 
earth.  A  legtslation  £vr  the  mines,  posi- 
tive end  clear,  will  be  completed  in  the 
course  of  your  session.  Means  for  deriving 
from  it  the  earliest,  benefiis  are  prepared. 
France  possesses  a  great  number  of  valua- 
ble coal-mines^  which  secure  us  from  all 
fear  of  ever  wanting  fuel. — Mines  of  cop- 
per, lead,  and  silver,  arc  bow  working  : 
others  are  objects  of  search  and  experi- 
ment. 

COMMERCE. 

Commerce  is  employed  i»encrally  in  de- 
living  the  gieatcst    possible    advantage 


from  the  products  of  agrjctilture  and  la- 
bour.. Ours  undoubleiily  suiliii-s  from  the 
extraordinary  state  of  affairs,  which,  form- 
ing as  it  were  two  masses,  one  of  the  Con- 
tinent  of  Europe,  tbe  other  of  the  seas,  and 
the  countries  from  which  those  stas  divide 
us,  leaves  them  without  any  permitted 
communication.  Nevertheless,  the  home 
consumjjiion,  in  which  a  much  larger  num- 
ber of  individuals  participate,  since  plenty 
(Vaisancc)  is  known  to  classes  IHtherto 
strangers  to  n,  and  our  connections  with 
our  neighbours  mainluiii  a  great  activity 
in  a  trade  of  barter.  Our  cunnections 
with  the  United  Stales  of  America  are 
suspended  ;  but,  formed  by  mutual  wants, 
they  will  soon  resume  their  course.  Lyons 
beholds  the  prosperity  of  her  manufactures 
revive,  and  recei ves. the  orders  <«f  Germany, 
Russia,  and  the  interior. — Naples  famishes 
us  cotton,  which  her  Soil  daily  produces 
with  increasing  abundance,  and  which  di- 
minishes the  more  distant  importations. 

FINANCB8. 

The  connection  of  commerce  with  pub- 
lic credit,  will  naturally  lead  your  atten* 
tion  to  a  phenomenon  which  strikes  us  less 
at  present,  because  each  year  re-producea 
it:  the  exactness  of  all  payments,  without 
nbw  coniribulions,  without  loans,  without 
anticipations,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  war  for 
which,  at  any  other  time,  the  most  extra-  . 
ordinary  efforts  would  have  appeared  be- 
Ijw  what  such  cntcrprizes  lequired  ;  tha 
admirable  etllct  of  the  simplicity  of 
springs  and  movements  of  a  rigorous  order; 
and  the  exactness  of  calculations,  into 
which  his  Majesty  has  not  disdained  to 
enter  himself.  The  register  of  landed  pro- 
perty is  continued  :  iis  advantages  are 
found  in  the  sub-repartition  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  cantons  and  communes ;  we  shall 
soon  derive  from  il  the  general  ameliora- 
tion of  the  land  tax,  and  the  just  propor- 
tion of  the  contribution  to  the  products* 

AUMINlSTnATION  OF  THE  INTERIOR,  AND  JU5- 
TICI. 

llie  Administration  of  the  Interior,  in 
ld()9,  has  followed  the  same  progress  as  in 
the  preceding  years.  Order  and  tranquil- 
lity have  been  maintained;  justice  has 
been  promptly  tod  equitably  admioisteiw 
ed  ;  the  name  of  the  Emperor  has  been 
blessed  in  the  bosoms  of  families,  rendered 
happy  by  interior  peace.  The  depart- 
ments of  Tuscany  have  received  the  bene- 
fits of  general  organisation. 

ftELICIOUS  WORSHIP. 

The  Government,  in  its  respect  for  con- 
science, hai  not  deviated  from  the  line 
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which  it  had  traced  out  to  itself.  Its  prin- 
cfipies,  with  respect  to  religion,  have  had 
their  application,  this  yeiir»  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding. It  does  not  confine  itself  to  the 
toleration  of  all  kinds  of  religious  forms  of 
worship,  it  honours  and  encourages  them. 
The  different  sects  of  Christianity,  founded 
on  the  morality  of  the  Gospel,  are  all  use- 
ful to  society.  The  Luthermis  of  thfe 
Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine,  whose  number 
amounts  to  0,000,  had  no  temple,  and,  from 
time  immemorial,  exercised  their  worship 
in  the  Swedish  chapel.  Their  church  has 
been  acknowledged  ;  their  Ministers  have 
been  appointed  by  the  P>raperor,  and  are 
maintained  at  the  cxpcnce  of  the  State. — 
A  School  of  Calvinisiio Theology  has  been 
established  at  Montauban. — As  to  the  re- 
ligion which  is  that  of  the  Emperor,  of  the 
Royal  Family,  and  of  the  immense  m^jo- 
rify  of  thj  French,  it  has  been  the  object 
of  the  most  assiduous  cares  of  Government. 
New  seminaries  have  been  formed  ;  in  all, 
funds  have  been  created  for  the  youth  des- 
tined ft)r  the  church;  the  edifires  for  pub- 
He  worship  have  been  repaired;  and  the 
number  of  sticcursalcs  augmented.  The 
public  treasury,  by  taking  on  itself  to  pay 
the  Ministei's,  has  honourably  exoneraiod 
them  from  being  dependent  on  the  Com- 
munes. A  subsistence  has  beeh  secured, 
with  liberality,  to  Curates  and  Ministers, 
when  age  and  infirmities  may  render  them 
neces!>ary.  In  fine,  his  Majesty  has  sum- 
moned several  Archbishops  and  Bishops  to 
tjie  Senate  and  Council  of  the  University. 
He  proposes  to  summon  them  to  his  Privy 
Council  (Conseil  d'Etat.) — His  Majesty 
has  had  some  differences  with  the  Sove- 
reign of  Rome,  as  a  Temporal  Sovereign. 
Constant  in  his  resolutions,  the  Emperor 
has  defended  the  rights  of  his  crown,  and 
of  his  people.  ^  He  has  done  what  is  re- 
qnrred  by  the  great  political  system  which 
is  regenerating  the  West ;  but  without 
touching  spiritual  principles.— Every  one 
knows  the  evils  caused  to  roiigioii,  by 
the  temporal  sovereignty  of  the  Pope  ! 
Without  thi«,  half  Europe  would  not  be 
separated  from  the  Catholic  Church- 
There  was  but  one  mean  of  saving  her 
for  ever  from  sd.h  great  dangers,  and  of 
reconciling  the  interests  of  the  Siale,  with 
thpse  of  religion.  It  was  needful  that  the 
successor  of  St.  Peter  should  be  a  pastor 
like  St.  Peter,  who,  solely  occupied  with 
the  salvation  of  souls,  and  with  spiiitual 
interests,  might  cease  to  be  agitated  by 
worldly  id^as,  by  pretensions  to  sove- 
reignty, and  by  disputes  concerning  bound- 


aries, territories,  and  provinces.— *Ti8  a 
benefit,  then,  to  separate  religion  from 
what  is  a  stranger  to  her,  and  to  have  re- 
placed her  in  her  state  of  evangelical 
purity. — ^This  Concordat,  which  establish- 
ed the  religion  of  France,  was  faithfully 
observed  ;  nay,  the  Emperor  went  beyond 
h^s  engagements.  The  Pope  shhuld,  there- 
fore, have  on  his  part  also  fisifiiled  its  con- 
ditions.— Whenever  no  personal  blame 
attached  to  the  Archbishops  and  Bishops 
named  by  the  Emperor,  he  should  baTe 
in^tallated  them  without  delay.  This  con- 
dition not  being  complied  with,  the  Con- 
cordat became  void,  and  we  wefc  re* 
placed  in  the  same  situation  as  we  were 
previous  to  the  Concordat  of  Francis  I. 
and  Leo  X. ;  this  situation  or  regimen  is 
founded  on  the  Pragmatic  Sanction  of  St. 
liOuis,  so  much  regretted  by  cmr  churches, 
by  the  College  of  Paris,  and  by  tlie  Par- 
liaments.— Incendiary  writings  and  bulls, 
inspired  by  ignorance,  and  theraofitcrimi- 
nal  dereliction  oftbc  principles  of  ie»igioD, 
were  hawked  about  in  different  parts  of  the 
empire.  These  productions  were  every 
where  received  uith  contempt  and  dis- 
gust.  The  facts  spoke  too  loud  for  them- 
selves ;  thirty  millions  of  Frencbaie;i, 
eighteen  millions  of  Italians,  and  90  many 
people  on  the  banks  of  the  V^istula,  thc^ 
Elbe  and  the  Rhine,  bear  wiioess  to  the 
solicitude  with  which  the  Fri^nch  Govern- 
ment protects  the  religion  ofour  fathers.— 
The  foresight  and  wisdom  of  otir  ancestors 
slieltered  us  from  the  infringements  of 
Gregory  VII.  and  of  those  who  cherish 
his  opinions.  The  Sorbonne,  the  College 
of  Paris,  and  the  Gallican  church,  never 
acknowledged  ^ny  of  those  monstrous 
principles.— Kin^  are  only  acconntable 
to  God  ;  and  the  Pope  must,,  according  to 
the  principles  of  Jesus  Christ,  give,  like 
others,  to  Csesar,  wrhat  is  due  to  Csesar. 
The  temporal  crown  and  the  sceptre  of 
this  world  were  not  put  into  hrs  hands  fey 
him  whose  will  it  was  that  be  should  call 
himself  the  servant  of  the  servants  «f 
God,  and  who  recommended  to  him  at 
all  times,  charity  and  humility.— As  ig- 
norance favours  fanaticism,  his  Maje«ty 
has  ordered,  that  the  principles  of  the 
Collftffe  of  Paris,  and  of  the  dechtratioD  of 
the  Clergy  of  1682,  shall  be  taught  in  the 
seminaries.  He  wisbed'to  oppose  the  in* 
ff  uencc  of  a  sound  doctrine  to  the  tendency 
of  the  weakness  of  man,  which  induces 
him  to  turn  the  most  sacred  things  to  the 
advantage  of  the  .vilest  interests. — Hit 
Majesty  has  done  niu^h  for  religion  ;  bit 
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intention  is  to  do  still  more  ;  and,  ac* 
cording  as  the  thirty  millions  of  ecclesias- 
tic pensions  become  extinct,  he  intends  to 
devote  that  sum  td  the  benefit  of  the 
church.  One  "Sole  obligation  has  been 
imposed  by  the  Divine  Law,  which  is, 
that  priests  should  live  by  the  alter,  and 
be  attentive  to  such  things  only  as  concern 
their  holy  functions.  , 

WAR. 

While  the  Emperor  was  thus  preparing 
all  the  improvements,  which  every  year  of 
his  reign  secures  to  France:  while  the 
annual  execution  of  the  laws,  which  relate 
to  the  conscription,  without  any  difficulty 
or  obstruction,  kfpt  our  legions  com- 
plete ;  our  eneniies,  who  are  his,  were 
about  to  try  his  gigantic  eflbrts.  ,But  we 
have  already  called  it  to  your  recollection, 
that  shortly  after  having  opened  your 
Session  of  1 808,  the  Emperor  defeatedf  the 
Spanish  armies,  entered  Madrid,  and  placed 
his  brother  on  the  throne.  By  a  sudden 
and  skilful  march  he  induced  the  English 
troops  to  advance,  and  then  pursued  them 
without  allowing  the  least  breathing  time 
to  the  frontiers  of  Gallicia,  made  a  great 
number  of  prisoners,  and  took  their  hos- 
pitals, baggage  and  ammunition.  He  then 
obtained  the  knowledge  of  the  treaty,  by 
which  the  Court  of  Vienna  engaged  to 
supply  the  Juntas  of  the  insurgents  with 
100,000  stands  of  arms.  He  also  learned 
that  Austria  was  taking  up  arms,  and  that 
her  armaments  had  already  spread  the  ut- 
most consternation  through  the  States  of 
the  Confederacy.  He  immediately  sus- 
pended his  triumphant  march.  Left  his 
armies  in  Spain,  and  thought  that  his  pre- 
sence would  be  sufficient  to  destroy  his 
enemies. — Sarely,  his  Majesty  never  gave 
to  Europe  a  more  sthlcing  proof  of  the 
greatness  of  his  character,  and  the  power 
of  his  genius.  Eighty  regiments  of  those 
veteran  troops,  who  had  conaucred  at 
Ulm,  Austerlitz,  Jena,  and  Frieoland,  re- 
mained in  Spain,  and  he  ptit  hims^f  at  the 
head  of  the  troops  of  his  allies,  and  his 
recruits. — You  recollect.  Gentlemen,  the 
uneasiness,  which  we  all  felt,  and  which 
gained  so  much  ground,  when  Europe  sup- 

tosed,  for  a  moment,  that  a  nation,  which 
ad  ,  been  so  frequently  defeated,  and 
which  owed  its  existence  to  the  generosity 
of  our  Sovereign,  would  defeat  our  allies, 
and  penetrate  into  oor  territory.  The 
Emperor  of  Austria,  with  an  army  of 
500,000  men,  the  prodigious  and  miracu- 
lous eftbrt  of  paper  money*  iancied  be  was 
marching  io  a  certaia  fictory,    Bavaria 


and  Italy  were  invaded,  without  any  de- 
claration of  war,  and  men  were  slain 
without  knowing  that  they  had  enemies 
to  combats;  a  conduct,  which  will,  be 
branded  with  the  severest  censure  by 
posterity. — The  Emperor  left  Paris  on 
the  18th  without  guards^  without  equip- 
age, and  without  troops ;  bis  armies^ 
hastily  assembled  from  the  difFerent 
parts  of  Germany,  fled  astonished  at 
the  unforeseen  aggression,  and  at  the  mul- 
titude of  enemies  who  surrounded  them 
on  all  sides.  Ratisbon  had  been  taken, 
with  one  of  the  finest  regiments  of  the 
artey ;  but  the  news  of  his  Msyesty'a 
arrival  reached  the  troops,  and  flew 
through  all  the  ranks.  The  Emperor  hav- 
ing, by  his  accustomed  manoeuvres,  sepa- 
rated two  corps  of  the  enemy's  army,  and 
beaten  them  on  the  20th,  near  Abensberg  ; 
on  the  21st  he  marched  against  Landshut» 
rendered  himself  master  of  that  town  and 
of  the  brids^e  across  the  Iser,  the  head- 
quarters an^  central  point  of  the  ,  enemy's 
operations ;  intercepted  by  this  move- 
ment the  communication. of  the  enemy's 
army,  and  took  his  baggage,  his  pontoons, 
and  his  hospitals.  On  the  22d,  he  march- 
ed to  Eckmuhl,  turned  the  left  of  the 
Archiluke  Charles's  army,  reduced  to  four 
corps  by  the  separation  gfthe  twoothersi 
routed  that  army,  took  30,000  prisoners 
with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  th  ;  sama 
evening  arrived  in  the  plain  of  lUiisbon, 
where  he  rested  in  the  head-qgarters  of 
Prince  Charles.  On  the  23d,  he  olosely  pur- 
sued the  enemy,  destroyed  the  Austriai^ 
horse,  and  took  Katisbon  and  the  12,0(X)i 
men  whom  the  enemy  had  leftin  ^at  place. 
— In  48  hours,  the  Austrian  army,  struck  at 
it  were  by  a  thunderbolt,  saw  its  fate  de- 
cided. Of  six  corps,  which  composed  it» 
each  40,000  strong,  five  wer^  already  de- 
feated, reduced  to  half  their  number,  and 
separated  from  each  other.  The  remains 
of  the  four  corps  were  driven  to  the  Da- 
nube, and  the  two  others  to  the  Inn,  with- 
out bridges,  without  magaz'uies,  and  with- 
out hospitals.  The  rumour  of  these  disas- 
ters soon  reached  the  ears  of  the  Sovereign 
of  Austria,  and  in  less  than  two  days  th« 
most  profound  consternation  succeeded  tbo 
most  fooli?>h  presumption.  In  the  mean 
time  the  8th  and  9th  corps,  which  formed 
the  Austrian  army  of  Italy,  had  surprised 
our  troops,  who  were  far  from  expecting 
such  treacherous  proceedings,  blockaded 
Falma  Nova  and  Venice,  and  reached,  on 
the  28th  of  April,  the  Adige.-^The  Em-* 
peror's  plan  wa$  no  lopger  doubtful  ^  af« 
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ter  having  defeated  the  grand  army  of 
the  Archduke  Charles,  am)  driven  four  of 
his  corps  to  Bohemia,  he  pursued  the 
two  corps,  which  fell  back  to  the  Inn, 
inarched  to  Salzburgh,  Lintz,  Upper  Aus- 
tria, and  Styria,  in  order  to  turn  the  Aus- 
trian army  of  Italy,  and  secure  his  own 
army  and  his  dominions  in  Italy,  which  are 
fio  dear  to  his  heart. — One  month  bad  scarce 
elapsed;  since  the  unjust  aggression  of  the 
Austrian  army,  when  Vienna  was  bom- 
barded, and  compelled  to  open  its  gales 
and  bow  to  our  victorious  arms. — I'he 
Austrian  army  of  Italy  soon  perceived, 
that  its  flaiil^  were  uncovered,  and  felt 
the  necessity  of  falling  back ;  the  Viceroy, 
who  defeated  the  enemy  on  the  banks  of 
the  Piave,  on  the  Nork  Alps,  and  in  Car- 
niola,  pushed  on  to  the  frontiers  of  Styria, 
and  formed  a  junction  with  the  grand  army. 
Shortly  after  he  defeated  the  ciicmy  in 
the  interior  of  Hungary,  The  battle  ot 
Raab  was  the  oelebration  of  the  memora- 
ble anniversary  of  Marengo,  and  Fried- 
land  ; '  which  induced  the  Emperor  to 
write  to  his  adopted  son— -^  Your  victory 
is  a  grand -daughter  of  Marengo/ — ^The 
scattered  remains  of  the  different  enemy's 
corps  could  not  have  rallied,  and  would 
have  been  taken  and  disarmed,  had  not  a 
Ibrtuitous  evfnt,  the  rise  of  the  Danube, 
which  ovci^owed  its  banks,  arrested  the 
French  army.  The  genius  of  war,  and 
theefibrts  oi'art,  overcame  those  unforeseen 
obstacles.  In  the  profession  of  arms,  it  is 
at  times  necessary  to  join  the  courage  ami 
force  of  the  lion  to  the  cunning  and  pru- 
dence of  the  fox. — The  battle  of  Wagram, 
followed  by  the  armistice  of  Znaim,  made 
the  arms  drop  from  the  hands  of  the  ene< 
my ;  he  had  no  other  hope  left  than  the 
generosity  of  the  conquerors,  which  he 
had  so  often  slighted. — By  the  peace  of 
Vienna,  France  and  her  allies  have  ob- 
tained considerable  advantages,  and  the 
Continent  of  Europe  has  regained  tran- 
quillity and  peace.  Let  us  hope  that  this 
peace  will  be  more  permanent  than  that  of 
Presburgh,  and  that  the  men  who  deluded 
the  Cabinet  of  Vienna,  after  the  peace  of 
Presburgh,  will  not  succeed  in  deceiving 
it  again  after  that  of  Vienna.   They  would 

tronouhce  the  doom  of  their  master  ;  for 
ranee,  ever  great,  powerful  and  strons:, 
^\\[  always  know  how  to  destroy  and 
counteract  the  combinations  and  intrigues 
of  her  enemies. — England  has  wasted  con- 
ftidt-rable  treasures ;  she  has  lost  the  flower 
of  her  army;  she  has  revealed  to  the  Eng- 
Ibh  nation  the  secret  of  the  sentiments 


which  attach  the  French  to  their  Govern- 
ment and  their  Eknperor.  Tlie^e  are  the 
only  fruits  of  her  foolish  enterprise.  Amoug- 
the  departments  of  ancient  France,  those 
of  the  Channel  and  the  North,  and  anraiig' 
the  new  departments,  that  of  the  Lys,  ba^ 
distingtiished  themselves.  Some  districts 
of  the  Sarre  only  shewed  a  different  di^XH 
sition,  instead  of  hastening  t^  defend  their 
country,  they  rose  in  open  rebellion.  His 
Majesty  has  ordered  military  commissioos 
to  try  those  evil-disposed' citizens.  A 
Counsellor  of  Stale  has  been  .^ent  ibitbtr 
to  take  the  necessary  drpositioiw.  The 
commune  and  private  individuals  wlio  have 
thus  misconducu-d  thefK^selve":,  shall  be 
for  fiftfren  years  deprived  of  their  rights  of 
citizens,  and  shall  be  subjected  to  a  double 
contribution  ;  over  their  doors  shall  be 
written — '  This  is  not  a  French  Cominune.' 
— Hi<(  Majest}'  has  also  ordered  plans  lo 
be  laid  before  him  of  monuments,  to  be 
erected  at  Arras,  Banger,  and  Lisle,  tend- 
ing to  preserve  the  memory  of  sentimeotiy 
which  have  given  biQd  so  much  satisfac- 
tion.—But  the  momentous  influence  of  the 
events  of  the  year  1 809,  on  the  face  e£ 
the  world,  attracts  all  our  attention. 

POLITICS. 

The  Duchy  of  Warsaw  has  l>een  es* 
larged  with  a  part  of  Gallicia.  It  wou\4 
have  been  easy  for  the  Emperor  to  onite 
all  Gallicia  with  that  state  ;  but  he  would 
not  do  any  thing  which  could  excite  the 
least  uneaiioess  in  the  mind  of  his  al)y« 
the  Emperor  of  Russia.  Nearly  all  Gal- 
iicia  of  the  first  partition  has  been  left  to 
Austria.  His  Majesty  never  entertained 
the  idea  of  restoring  the  l^ngdom  of  Po- 
land. What  the  Etnpe/or  has  done  iot 
New  Gallicia  was  prescribed  to  him  by* 
sound  policy  as  well  as  honour,  tie 
could  not  surrender  to  the  vengeance  of 
an  implacable  Prince,  people  who  had  dis- 
played such  fervent  zeal  for  the  caase  of 
France. — A  young  Austrian  Prince,  the 
same  who  commanded  in  Uim  in  1;»05« 
as  arrogant  as  he  is  ignorant  and  unac- 
quainted with  the  art  of  wor,  did  only 
know  how  to  get  himself  defeated,  with 
4O,()00  men,  by  Prince  Joseph  Ponia- 
towsky,  who  had  only  13,000  under  hia 
orders.  Through  the  unskilful  combina« 
tion  of  her  General,  Austria  lost  West  Gal- 
licia; the  inhabitants  of  which  shook  off*^ 
with  enthuMasm,  the  iron  yoke  wUch 
bore  them  down.  It  was  the  Emperor's 
duty  not  to  subject  them  to  it  again.  It  is 
His  Majesty's  wish,  that,  under  the  wise 
Government  of  the  King  of  Saxony^  tkm 
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[  inhabitants  of  the  (jpand  Duchy  of  Warsaw 
secure  their  tranquillity,  and  enjoy  their 
fortunate  situation,  Without  giving  their 
neighbour  any  cause  of'uneapiness*-«-The 
Kings  of  Bavaria,  Westphalia,  Wurtcfm- 
bergh,  and  the  rrs>of  the  Princes  of  the 
Confederatwn,  will  all  obtain  an  accession 
'  of  territory.  It  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  easy  for  France  to  extend  her  fron- 
tiers beyond  the  Rhine  ;  but  that  river 
remains  the  invariable  limit  of  the  neigh- 
bouring states  and  of  her  empire. — The 
Hanss  Towns  shall  preserve  their  inde- 
pendence ;  they  shall  serve  as  a  medium 
of  the  reprisals  of  'war,  with  regard  to 
EnglaMd.^ — Peace  shall  immediately  be 
concluded  with  Sweden.  ^  Nothing  shall 
be  changed  in  the  political  relations  of  the 
Confederation  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  Hel- 
vetic Confederacy.  For  the  first  time, 
tince  the  days  of  the  Romans,  all  Italy 

]     will  again  be  subject  to  the  same  system. 

[  The  re-union  of  the  estates  of  Rome  was 
requisite  to  effect  this  measure.  They  in- 
tersect the  Peninsula  from  the  Mediter- 
ranean as  far  as  thy  Adriatic  Sea;  and 
history  has  evinced  the  importance  of  an 
immediate  intercourse  between  Upper 
Italy  and  the  km2:dom  of  Naples. — Three 
centuries  ago,  whilst  Charles  VIII.  was 
effecting  the  conquest  of  this  kingdom,  the 

'      Pope    suddenly    changing    bis    opinion, 

*  formed  a  formidable  league  against  him. 
The  retreat  of  the  King  being  intercepted, 
he  conld  only  return  to  France,  by  march- 
ing over  the  necks  of  the  confederates, 
headed    by    the    Pope. — But    wherefore 

'  should  we  seek  for  examples  in  the  hislory 
of  Charles    VIII. ;    of   Louis   XII.  ;    of 

^  Francis  I.  ?  Have  we  not  seen,  in  our  days, 
the  Pope  protecting  the  English  in  his 

'     capital,  who  from  this  asylum,  were  agi- 

^  tatins  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  and  the 
kingdom  of  Italy  ;    distributing'  money 

'  and  poignards  to  the  assassins  who  slaugh- 
tered our  soldiers  in  the  vallics  of  Cala- 
bria ?  The  Emperor  has  demanded  of  the 
Pope  to  shut  his  ports  against  the  English  ; 
who  could  have  |bought  that  the  Pope 
would  have  rejected  his  demand  >  He  has 
proposed  to  him  to  form  a  leaghe,  offensive 
and  defensive,  with  the  kingdom  of  Naples 
and  that  of  Italy.  The  Pope  has  rejected 
this  proposal.  No  circumstance  has  oc- 
curred since  the  peace  of  Presburg,  wherein 
the  Court  of  Rome  has  not  evinced  its 
hatred  against  France.  Whatever  power 
happens  to  preponderate  in  Italy  becomes 
inuned lately  her  enemy,  hence  oefbre  the 
battle  of  Austerlitsi,  before  t^at  of  Fried- 


land,  the  Emperor  receWed  from  Rome 
briefs  replete  with  acrimony. — We  next 
beheld  the  Pope  complaining  of  the  prin* 
ciples  of  toleration,  sacred  by  the  code  of 
Napoleon  ;  we  beheld  him  rise  againal 
the  organic  laws  which  governed  the 
interior  of  the  empire,  and  in  which, 
under  no  title  whatever,  had  he  any  right 
to  interfere  ;  we  saw  him  cast  firebrands 
in  our  provinces,  and  thus  endeavour  te 
occasion  divisions  in,  and  to  shake  the 
great  empire ;  and  it  i^  not  to  be  doubted 
what  he  would  have  done,  had  any  im» 
portant  battle  been  lost.  The  Court  of 
Rome  has  unveiled  its  secret  sentiments  too 
much.  She  has  not  been  able  to  disown  the 
services  rendered  by  the  Emperor  to 
religion  ;  but  this  tnotive  of  acknow- 
ledgment, which  should  have  been  so 
powerful  over  the  Chief  of  the  Church, 
could  not  overcome  the  hatred  of  the 
temporal  sovereign.  Convinced  of  these 
truths,  sacred  by  the  history  of  former 
times  and  by  our  own  experience,  the 
Emperor  had  only  two  ways  to  chuse 
— either  to  create  a  patriarchy,  and  se- 
parate France  from  every  relation  with 
a  Power  inimical  to  her,  and  which  en- 
deavoured to  aimoy  her,  or  to  destroy  a 
temporal  sovereignty,  the  only  source  of 
the  hatred  of  the  Court  of  Rome  against 
France.  The  first  measure  would  have 
occasioned  dangerous  discussions,  and 
alarmed  some  consciences.  The  Emperor 
has  rejected  it.  The  second  was  the  ex- 
ercise of  rights  which  are  inherent  to  his 
Imperial  .Crown  ;  and  for  which  the  Em- 
peror is  accountable  to  no  one.  The  Em- 
peror has  adopted  it.  Neither  the  Pope, 
nor  any  other  priest  in  the'eropire,  ought 
to  enjoy  any  temporal  sovereignty.  Nevet  , 
shall. the  Emperor  acknowledge  the  right 
of  the  triple  crown;  he  acknowledges  only 
the  spiritual  mission  given  to  the  pasftofB 
of  the  church  by  Jesus  Christ,  and  which 
St.  Peter,  and  his  pious  successors,  have  so 
holily  filled,  to  the  gpreat  advantage  of  re- 
ligion.— The  kingdooi  of  Naples,  during 
the  present  year,  has  acquired  a  new  con- 
sistency. The  King  has  evinced  peculiar 
attention  in  the  organization  of  his  domi- 
nion?. He  has  re-established  order  in  all 
the  branches  of  administration.  He  has 
repressed  peculation,  and  his  people,  from 
the  highest  class  to  the  lowest,  have  mani- 
fested sentiments,  which  constituted  their 
praise,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  praises 
of  their  Sowreign.  The  Clergy  of  Naples, 
composed  like  that  of  France,  of  enlight- 
ened men,  has  deserved  the  esteem  of  the 
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Emperor.  The  Archbishop  of  Naples  has 
beetn  the  ooly  ecclesiastic  irho  refused  the 
oath  which  he  owed  to  the  Sovereign.  In 
vain  have  the  Theologians  endeavoured  to 
convince  him ;  he  has  persisted  iu  his 
error.  His  uncommon  ignorance  has  been 
the  stibject  of  satire  among  those  by  whom 
he  bad  been  raised  to  so  elevated  a  rasik. 
— Holland  is,  in  fact>  but  a  portion  of 
France.  This  country  is  de6ned  by  say 
ing  that  it  is  the  AUvvion  of  the  Rhine,  of 
the  Maese,  and  of  the  Scheldt ;  that  is  to 
May,  of  the  main  arteries  of  the  empire  ; 
the  nullity  of  its  custom-houses,  the  dispo- 
sitions of  its  agents,  and  the  spirit  of  its  in- 
habitants, which  tends  continually  towards 
a  fraudulent  intercourse  with  England ;  all 
have  combined  te  render  the  interdiction 
«f  the  traf&c  of  the  Rhine  and  of  the  Weser, 
a  duty.'  Holland,  thus  bruised  between 
France  and  England,  is  deprived,  both  of 
the  advantages  contrary  to  our  general  sys- 
tem, and  which  she  must  renounce,  as  well 
as  of  those  which  she  might  enjoy.  It  is 
time  that  all  this  should  be  restored  to  its 
natural  order.  His  Majesty  has  been 
{>leas6d  to  insure  also,  in  a  conspicuous 
manner,  the  advantages  of  the  Act  of  the 
H«^ivetic  Confederacy,  b}  anne](ing  to  his 
o:.»er  titles,  that  of  Mediator  of  Swilzer- 
laiifi.  It  is  enough  to  say  to  the  Swiss, 
that  hn|>;^iness  will  be  lost  to  them  the  mo- 
ment timt  they  touch  this  Palladium  of 
th<' '  independence.  The  Pont  de  Bale 
has  given  frequent  opportunities  to  the 
FioiK  h  troops  for  violating  the  Helvetic 
territory.  It  was  necessary  to  them,  in 
order  to;cros>'«  the  Rhine.  His  Majesty  has 
just  ordered  the  building  of  a  permanent 
bridge  at  Haningue.  The  Illyriaii  pro- 
vinces .  coyer  Italy,  afford  it  a  direct 
intercoui^e  with  Dalmatia,  procure  us 
a  point  pf  immediate  contact  with  tl)e  em- 
pii^e.of  Constantinople,  which,  for  so  many 
reasons,  and  ancient  interests,  France  was 
desirous  -of  nnaintaining  and  protecting. 
Both  Spain  and  Portugal  are  the  theatre 
4of  a  furious  revolution;  the  numerous 
jigents  of  England  stem  and  feed  the  fire 
which  they  have  lighted.  The  strength, 
the  power,  and  the  cairn  moderation  of 
the  Emperor,  will  restore  to  thAn  days  of 


peace:      Should  Spain  V>&9her  colonues,  it 
will  be  through  her  own  inclinaffonl  The 
Em|}^iy>r  will  nevA  oppose  the  indcpeihi- 
ence^if  the  continental  nations  of  Ameri- 
ca ;  this  lodependence  belonsps  to  the  ae* 
cessary  order  of  events ;    it  is  conuectcd 
with  justice  ;    it  is  connected  with  the  in^ 
tere^,  well  understood,  of  all  the  powen. 
France  has  established  the'  independence 
of  the  United  Estates  of  Nojth  America. 
France  has  contributed  to  its  augmenta- 
tion of  several  provinces.     She  will  be  al- 
ways ready  to  defend    her    work;  hei 
power  does  not  depend  on  monopoly ;  she 
has  no  interest  contrary   to  justice;   no- 
thing that  can  contribute  to  the  happineai 
of  America,  can  be  against  the  prosperity 
of  France,  who  will  always  be  rich  enougo 
when  she  will  see  herself  treated  upon  an 
equal  footing  by  all  nalions,  and  inall  the 
European  markets. — Whether  the  people 
of  Moxico  and  Peru  wish  to  be  united  to 
the  metropolis,  or  whether  they  desire  to 
erect  themselves  into  an  e&alted  and  no- 
ble independence,  France  will  never  op- 
pose it,  provided  these  people  do  not  form 
any  connection  with   England.     France 
has  no  need  to  vex  her  neighbours,  nor  to 
impose  tyrannical  laws  on  them,  to  ensure 
her  commerce  and  prosperity. — We  have 
lost  the  colonies  of  Martinique  ^nd  C^y 
enne.     They  have  both  been  badly  de- 
fended.    The  circumstances  which  have 
deprived  us  of  them,  are  an  object  of  a  se- 
vere inquiry  ;  not  that  their  loss  is  of  any 
weight  in  ihe  scale  of  general  aflfAirs,  for 
they  wilf  be  restored  to  us,  in  a  moreflou* 
rismng  condition,  at  the  time  of  peace, 
than  they  were  at  the  time  when  they  were 
taken. -7-To  conclude,  peace  has  brought 
back  again  the  Eniperor  among  us.    All 
the  Estate-bodies  have  laid  down  their  ho- 
mages at  the  foot  of  his  throne.     His  an- 
swer is  engraved  on  your  hearts.     Thai 
Monarch,  who  excites  the  greatest  admira- 
tion, the  greatest  enthusiasm,  is  he  who  is 
also  worthy  of  more  love.     He  has  said  so 
to  us ;    He  places,  on  tliat  which  he  in- 
spires, all  his  hopes  of  happiness.   French- 
men, he,  then,  has  once  been  deceived,, 
when  he  has  asserted,  that  other  princes 
had  been  happier  tfaaa  he. 
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